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MARTINSVILLE - MOORESVILLE    MARTINSVILLE - MOORESVILLE    

BERRIES & IVY 
Primitive and Farmhouse Decor
Candles, Rugs, Country Textiles

Willow Tree, Wool, Rug Hooking Supplies
Gourds painted by local artist

765-342-7722
28 N. Main St. Martinsville, IN

Open Tuesday - Saturday
Google us for Virtual Tour

Visit us on Facebook                  
For area information: 

www.visitmorgancountyin.com

Holiday 
Open House 

November 7th 
10a to 4p

Closed
Nov 2-5 

for Santa’s 
Elves to work 
their magic.

SAVE THE DATE

• CLASSES, list on Facebook page 
• KITS for drop spindle and rug hooking

• FARM FRESH FIBERS! from ewe to you!
ALL LOCAL WOOLS!!

Find me in person at
Sept 11, 12

WOOLKEEPERS HOOKIN
Fairgrounds, Danville IN

Admission charge

Sept 26,27
Old Town Waverly INOld Town Waverly IN

HISTORICAL EXHIBITS
MY 18TH CENTURY FIBERS

Free admission 

Oct 2,3
BLOOMINGTON WOOL & FIBER 

Fairgrounds 
Bloomington INBloomington IN

60 booths!
Free admission 

Yay Fall Wool Weather!
Time for comfort and Wool Work

We specialize in 
antiques, 

primitives, 
collectibles, and 

home decor

HOURS: Tuesday - Friday 11-5 • Saturday 11-4
First Sunday of the Month 12-4 • Closed on Mondays______________

340 E High St. Mooresville, IN • 317-518-4445
pioneerpickers24@yahoo.com

Autumn: My Favorite Season
  	   by Tammy Page

Do you remember when we layed at the end of our twin beds, on top of the covers 
with a fan blowing in our faces? I was 6 in 1966 and I remember the August and 
September temps of the day still reached well over 90 and did not cool down by 
bedtime. My sister and I would put our baby doll pj’s on and lay side by side in our 
twin beds. We would put our pillows at the end of the beds in hopes the air coming in 
through the screens would be cooler than the air in our room. We started out talking 
into the fan making the rumbling sound it makes when you talk near the blades. Our 
fan had a protective front and back and was made of metal back then. No doubt it 
also had a wobble and it made a gosh awful rattling noise. The noise would lull us to 
sleep. But, of course, we had to sing some songs and giggle for a while before mom 
would come to the door for the umpteenth time to remind us it was time to go to 
sleep. We would toss and turn and get up a hundred times to re-arrange our pillows 
just right so that our faces could lay on them at the right height and still it was way 
too hot and muggy to go right to sleep. By this time, mom would come back into our 
room and threaten to make us go back to the head of our beds if we didn’t quiet down 
and go to sleep. 

In extreme temperatures, our parents just might let us sleep in their room with 
the window air conditioner, after we promised to go right to sleep. Sometimes on 
a rare occasion, we were allowed to sleep in the living room where we had a new 
Westinghouse window air conditioner that cooled the entire living and dining room. 
We thought we were rich!

Most of our friends were in the same boat, only having a fan or small window air 

conditioner. It was rare to visit home with central air back then. If one of our friends 
had central air conditioning, we thought they were millionaires. 

By the time morning came around and we had slept in our hot rooms, our hair 
would be damp and looked like Bozo the Clown. Those days my mom had to put my 
hair up in a ponytail for school. Schools were hot back then too but thank goodness 
my school, #82 had 2 sets of walls to wall windows in each classroom that could be 
opened. Sometimes, if were lucky, only sometimes, our teacher would bring a fan in 
from home. 

This Indiana heat would continue well into October where some other parts of the 
country were already getting snow. Needless to say, when the cooler temps came, most 
of us were thrilled. I was especially happy when bedtime was not so miserable. So, I 
have declared autumn my favorite season where you can leave the windows open, feel 
a cool breeze and go back to sleeping at the head of your bed. 

- © 2025 Tammy Page. Tammy Page writes from her family farm in Indiana.
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KIRKLIN - WABASHKIRKLIN - WABASH

Mark Your Calendar for 2027

Friday, July 16 & Saturday, July 17
Honeywell Center, Wabash, IN

Fireside 
Primitives

101 S Main St., Kirklin, IN 46050
317-370-7300 •  Ann Kleeman
Hrs: Fri & Sun 12-5; Sat 10-5

Antique furniture, antique 
smalls, hand forged tin 
lighting, seasonal gifts, 

many types of candles, rugs, 
baskets, flowers and linens.

So much to see - decorate your home!

www.facebook.com/firesidewool

Building Harmony  			   by Jeff  Cappis

Taking the Guy Out of Guy Stuff		
Cathy and I live together out in the country 

and as a result, we spend a fair amount of time 
together. Even the most loving couples can feel a 
strain from time to time so I’ve developed man 
based rules to keep harmony between us.

I’d like to pass along a little wisdom to the 
guys out there.

First off: I’ve learned that women find their 
husbands’ “Guy” stuff annoying. This is the first 
thing to keep in mind. You must avoid doing 
guy stuff at all costs.

Snoring - bad. Chewing with your mouth open- bad. Passing wind- bad. Doing 
all three at the dinner table- really bad. Also, women do not like to play the “pull my 
finger” game. They don’t think it’s funny and sometimes even find it annoying. 

Luckily, I have a grandson. He thinks it’s hilarious. We pull each other’s fingers and 
pass wind. Sometimes we even play it with the dog. Interestingly, my grandmother 
would never call it “passing wind,” she preferred to call it “fluffing.”

Note to the dog: If you know what’s good for you, you’ll quit fluffing so much 
around Cathy.

Generally speaking, women are more acutely sensitive to smells that we are. Here’s 
an example of how your wife may find your attitude about this offensive.

One day a buddy of mine came out to visit us. He and I were standing around 
talking about the septic tank and how it works with the septic field. To show him 
more, I pried open the lid to the tank and was immediately hit with a horrible smell. 

“Whoa,” I said to my buddy. “Do you want to smell something really bad?”
“What’s it like?” He leaned in and got hit with the same wafting smell. “Holy moly. 

That’s bad!” We looked at each other for a moment and I leaned in a bit to just get 
another sniff. “Yup, bad,” I said. Just to be sure, he gave it another sniff. “Yup.”

At that moment Cathy stepped outside. “What are you guys doing?”
Now, I should have thought this through but I was just being honest when I said, 

“We’re sniffing the septic tank.” Cathy got a kind of disgusted look on her face. It was 
then that we both realized how stupid this all looked so we began acting like we’d just 
done something important.

 “Yes sir,” my friend announced, “Your bio mass looks good from here.”
“The tank’s structural stability looks good here too,” I added so Cathy could hear. 

Didn’t work. Still disgusted, she went inside. 
Other crimes against humanity include things like leaving your clothes on the 

floor, dirty dishes on the counter and talking during her favorite TV show. Especially 
during the emotional scenes. If you come in to the show late don’t ask what’s going 
on. She doesn’t want to explain and you should have been there to watch from the 
beginning. Here’s what I do: just yank out a nose hair so your eyes well up and enjoy 
the emotional movie with her. She’ll think you’re a sensitive guy.

Please also note: many women also find guy movies a turn off. If it’s full of gun 
fire, guts, swearing, explosions, general mayhem or Sylvester Stallone - it’s a turn off. 
Instead offer to watch a Meryl Streep movie. As long as you don’t snore you can nap 
through it and you’ll both be happy.

Man-splaining is also a no-no. In case you’ve never heard the term, man-splaining 
is where you try to impress your wife with your knowledge of the world by constantly 
explaining it to her. 

Truth is she already knows. They are smarter than we are. If you doubt this, ask your 
wife. She will wife-splain it to you. If you’re as smart as you think you are, you’ll just 
nod and agree with her.

Also help out with the housework. If she has to vacuum around you as you sit at 
the table dropping crumbs on the floor, you’re probably already in a problem. I know, 
I know. A clean and orderly house is probably more of a priority for her than it is for 
you but the rule is: if you mess it up, you clean it up. You’d be surprised at just how 
much of a mess you can make just by walking across the house.

Moving on: there is an old saying, “If a man washes a plate and no one is there to 
see him do it, did it really happen?” If I’m doing house work and Cathy isn’t around 
to see me do it, I always do at least one little thing wrong. That way she knows that I 
actually was doing something around the house. Doing something wrong is less of a 
crime than being accused of doing nothing at all.

That leads us to the next big point: Do not appear to be lazy. No matter how much 
you do, your woman will always be worried about you getting lazy. This is probably 
because at our core, we really are.

One day Cathy went into town to run an errand. When she left I was sitting at the 
table reading the news. As her car disappeared down the driveway I decided to get 
busy so I got up and did a bunch of chores around the house. It was a busy couple 
of hours and I was pleased with myself for how many things I actually got done. I 
decided to reward myself by relaxing and finishing the news.

That’s when Cathy got home. You have to understand that when she left I was 
sitting at the table reading the news. When she got home I was sitting at the table 
reading the news. I tried man-splaining my way out of it, but ultimately people only 
trust what they see. The dog saw me doing chores but apparently he’s smarter than I 
am too. When she asked him what I’d done while she was gone he just licked himself 
and went to take a nap in another room.

In short, even the most loving couples can feel a strain from time to time so I’ve 
developed a sense of how to keep harmony between us - I know who the real boss of 
the house is and it’s not me.

Peace out.

© Jeff Cappis 2026 jcappis@telus.net
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BEDFORDBEDFORD

Bus & RV’s Welcome!

7966 SR 37 South • Bedford, IN 47421 • 812-275-7400•www.IndianaQuiltDepot.com

• Machine Sales & Service
• Fabrics
• Classes & Seminars
• Accessories & Notions

Come see us at the October Quilt Retreat

• New 450x450mm Embroidery Unit
• Free Arm Embroidery
• CREATIVATE™ Connectivity 
• Quick Quilt Settings with Bobbin Pick-Up 
• Hoop Scanning  

• Exact Position with Scaling
• Stitch Creator™
• Projected Guidance  
• NEW! Fabric Selection

PFAFF® creative icon™ 3 Sewing & Embroidery Machine 
Discover A New Dimension Of Connection 

Experience the revolutionary, world first in home sewing. Artificial intelligence and top-of-the-line 
features give you the ultimate connectivity to reach new levels of your craft, effortlessly.

• Sew smarter, all from your mobile device
• Embroidery-Ready
• Strong Piercing Power

• Speed Control
• New DC Motor
• Lifetime Metal Frame Warranty

 SINGER® Smart Heavy Duty 9120 
Heavy Duty is built on strength and reliability –– trusted for generations. Now, that 

legacy continues with enhanced power, smoother operation, and a newly engineered 
motor designed for a longer lifespan. The reimagined lineup delivers the durability 

makers rely on –– now backed by a Lifetime Warranty on the full metal interior frame.

Quarry Quilters presents:
A Harvest of Quilts Show
October 2nd – 9 to 6 & 3rd – 9 to 5

First Assembly of God Church
2601 27th Street, Bedford, Indiana

featuring...
• Quilt Challenges • Demonstrations

• Treasure Shop • Vendors

Ideas To Make A Great Quilt 
Show Even Better		        
Tips for Success		  by Judy Sharer

What do you expect to see when you go to a quilt show? Great quilts, right? 
Of course, if you’re a guild who wishes to sponsor a dynamic show, here are some 
marketing ideas to consider.

Many quilt shows feature raffle quilts, an inexpensive opportunity for a non-quilter 
to own a handmade quilt while generating revenue for the host guild. Posters with 
specifics about the show, ideally with a picture of the prize quilt displayed in local 
fabric and quilt shops encourage early ticket sales and advertises the show months in 
advance.

To draw even more attendees, some guilds offer a giveaway of quilt-related items 
every half hour during the show giving back to the attendee. Advertising in local 
fabric shops, local newspapers, and getting word out to neighboring guilds is crucial. 
Quilters in the community may not be aware of the guild, so make sure to include a 
contact phone number or guild email to enticed new members to join - always a plus.

Another tactic to increase participation is to ask attendees to vote for their favorite 
quilt and give a ribbon to the maker of that quilt or to the top three quilts that get 
the most votes. What if you also printed on the back of the ballot a scavenger hunt to 
find the maker’s name of the quilt that has the most pieces, the most varied fabrics, 
the most colorful, the largest or smallest, or the quilt with the most triangles? Keep it 
limited to four or five items so it can be completed easily and award a special prize to 
the hunter drawn at the end of the show. The prize could be tickets for the raffle quilt 
or a refund of their admission fee.

In addition to a raffle quilt, there are various ways to raise money to defray the 
expense of the show. Members could donate handmade items like table runners, 
placemats, coasters, and pillows to sell with proceeds going to the guild. Hold a basket 
raffle with baskets full of quilt-related items. Invite local fabric and quilt shops to 
be vendors and charge for table space. Quilters love to buy quilt-related supplies, 
patterns, and fabric at quilt shows!

Remember the show is all day. Maybe provide a variety of desserts, coffee, and tea to 
purchase and include an area where people can sit and relax. Better yet, go bigger and 
feature soups or sandwiches. Possibly, a church or firehall auxiliary might be interested 
in providing food service for the day.

A quilt show is an opportunity to show off the creations of dedicated quilters as well 
as raise money so the guild can buy fabric for next year’s raffle quilt, sponsor a field 
trip, or perhaps invite speakers to guild meetings. Innovative ideas to accomplish these 
goals are rewarding to all.

As a quilter and author, I frequently participate as a vendor in quilt shows to 

showcase and sign my historical romance book series which has a thread of quilting 
throughout the storyline. I’ve seen many innovative, vibrant and exciting marketing 
ideas to keep the great craft of quilting alive. Hopefully, this reflection will result 
profitably for your quilt guild. Happy Quilting!

Judy Sharer is the author of A Plains Life wholesome historical romance four-book 
series and her new spicy historical romance novel titled Secrets in Room Four 

published by The Wild Rose Press and available wherever online books and eBooks 
are sold. Judy’s four-book series have a thread of quilting that runs through the family 
saga story. Visit judysharer.com for more details and watch for the release of her next 

romance novel in 2027.
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COLUMBUS - GREENSBURG - RUSHVILLE - ST PAUL   COLUMBUS - GREENSBURG - RUSHVILLE - ST PAUL   

Located on the square in 
downtown Greensburg

Quilt 

Shop

Tues-Fri 9-5 & Sat 9-4 
Gift Certificates Available

125 E. Main Street, Greensburg, IN 47240 
812.222.0920 • www.tcst tches.com

20% Savings when you empty a bolt ... all day everyday! 

Open:
Tue - Fri 10-4; Sat 10-3

“Everything from Yesteryear to Modern Day”

www.ElizabethsKeepsakes.com

5520 25th St | Columbus, IN 47203 | 812.418.8200 
www.SewCrazyColumbus.com

Quilting Fabrics • Classes • Notions • Service & Repair on the brands we sell

 **we service Husqvarna Viking & Handi Quilter
     plus + any PFAFF or BABYLOCK we have sold!

Like & Follow us on Facebook 
to watch our “LIVE COVERAGE” 
during our 2026 MISSOURI STAR  2026 MISSOURI STAR 

BIRTHDAY BASH/BIRTHDAY BASH/
SHOP HOP TOUR SHOP HOP TOUR 

(Sept. 14-17)(Sept. 14-17)

Sew Crazy has NEW HOURS…
Sunday, Monday & Tuesday = CLOSED

Wednesday-Friday = 10am-5pm
Saturdays = 10am-3pm

------------------
Sew Crazy WILL BE CLOSED…

*Mon. Sept. 14th - Thurs. Sept. 17th
*Thurs. Oct. 1st - Tues. Oct. 13th

IN STOCK! with Pro-Stitcher!

Check out our 
remaining  

PFAFF & BABYLOCK 
FLOOR MODEL 

MACHINES  
for our  

FLOOR MODEL  
SALE!

The Shed is full of vendors with their:
Handmades • Antiques • Primitives • Farmhouse Wares

September 5th, 8am to 2pm

16th

Pieces From My Heart 
by Jan Keller 

Brittle with a Bite!

E n j o y  M o r e  o f  J a n ’ s  C o l u m n s
O R D E R  H E R  B O O K S  T O DAY

Life is like a quilt, pieced together from a 
unique patchwork of memories, friendships, 

 joys, and challenges  In each of these books, 
syndicated columnist Jan Keller is down to 
earth and refreshingly transparent as she 
opens the door to life’s dreams, triumphs 

 and struggles in a heart-warming 
way that will touch you forever  You’ll 

love the way she spins ‘yarns’ that 
weave the pieces of a treasured tapestry into a vivid depiction of life and love 

 SPECIAL OFFER! Order both books for just $25 and SAVE Shipping & Handling!

Mail your order to: Black Sheep Books, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Peyton, CO 80831-8458 

©2026 Jan Keller  No reprint without permission  Jan shares other pieces of her life in her books, 
Pieces From My Crazy Quilt, and The Tie That Binds  These books can be ordered by calling 
719-866-8570, or writing: Black Sheep Books, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Peyton, CO 80831 

Writing From Life 
by Jeanette Lukowski

Quilt Auctioning
Last month, I attended my very first “live” quilt auction (which meant in-per-

son, in-the-moment bidding). 
Although I make, and gift, a variety of quilts and quilted household items, I 

honestly never knew about donating these finished projects to organizations for 
fundraising auctions. Was I not paying attention? Or have these events just become
more popular? 

Prior to COVID-days, I attended a live auction of Navajo woven rugs in New
Mexico. Knowing nothing about the community into which I had recently 
moved, I attended the auction as a way to observe-and-learn. I’m sad to say I
don’t recall many of the details from that day, beyond the pre-sale opportunity to
view the tables of rugs and such on tables on the stage; I remember the area of
the auditorium in which I sat; I remember leaving the live auction after about an
hour, and walking through the many vendor tables in the lobby before I exited
the building. I just don’t remember the winning bids, nor sizes of any rug. 

I think the individual weavers of the rugs were paid a portion of the proceeds 
collected from the auctioning, but I cannot state this as fact. (Again, new to
town = knew no one I would be comfortable asking my naïve questions.)  

Jumping forward a few years, I moved to Minnesota with quilting fabric shops
sharing flyers for “local” events. I learned about a variety of quilt shows and quilt
auctions over the years, but never went to an auction until last month. 

Thanks to an office-volunteering stint with a summer camp, I learned about
their hosting an annual live quilt auction mid-summer. Curiosity took over, so I 
went—to observe-and-learn. (Sensing a pattern with me? You wouldn’t be wrong.) 

The purpose of this particular mid-summer auction 
was to raise funds for camp scholarships to be offered 
to the next summer’s group of registering campers. A
number of the quilts and quilted-items were available 
for bidding online, while a separate number of quilts 
were only available during the live auction. I was able

to tour the building in which all of the items were displayed before the live auc-
tion began (where I also saw the many items being offered through the online 
portion of the auction I had viewed the day before), then headed outdoors to 
the lakeside stage and benches for the live-action portion of the fundraising.  

Turns out, auctions are really interesting to watch! Just like nearly everything
else in life, there are many different ways of viewing auctions, organizing auctions, 
and even distributing the proceeds from the sales generated during auctions. 
Similar to raffles, for instance, the “suggested value” of each quilt was revealed
before the bidding began—but that’s where the comparison to raffles ends. People
win raffle quilts based on random odds, after all, while each auction bidder “con-
trols” the odds simply based on how much they were willing to pay for the quilt.  

I’m going to check out another camp’s quilt auction tomorrow. 
© Jeanette Lukowski 2025. Jeanette is a mother, grandmother, teacher, and author who lives in Alesandria, 

MN. She is inspired by the lives of strong women. Her email address is: writingfromlife@yahoo.com

Pistachios. Is there a more delicious nut?
There are pistachio groves near Alamogordo, New Mexico, and each time I’m in

the area, I’m tempted to stop to buy some at the producer’s retail outlets.
Recently my friend Maryann, who lives in Alamogordo, came for a weekend

visit. As an extra-special treat, she brought some raw pistachios as a gift.
Immediately, I had brittle on my brain!

It was about a month before I got out my heavy candy-makin’ pan and
assembled the necessary ingredients. I had researched via internet and found three
recipes of special interest. After careful review of the ingredients and directions, I
took elements from each recipe and concocted my own.

One of the recipes talked of
stretching the brittle as it was barely
cooling. My friend Norma stretches and
pulls her peanut brittle and I know it’s a
highly coveted holiday treat. I love it. It
was a no-brainer the stretching recipe
was destined to become my primary
recipe. Based on the other two recipes, I
decided I would add cream of tartar
and cinnamon, as well as a couple of
spices to give that special bite.

In no time brittle was cooked and it
was time for the stretching. My sister-
in-law Connie was visiting. I recruited
her help to pull sections of candy until it took on an iridescent sheen. After quickly
re-buttering our fingers, we’d move on to another barely-touchable glob of the
molten goo and repeat the process.

Everyone who’s tasted the brittle has raved, so, from one nut to another, I’m
pleased to share the recipe with you. Warning: this may be addicting!

Pieces From My Crazy Quilt
The Tie That Binds

JAN’S BRITTLE WITH A BITE
2 cups sugar 1 cup light Karo syrup
½ cup water 2 cups pistachios
¼ teaspoon salt ¼ teaspoon cream of tartar
½ teaspoon vanilla 1 tablespoon butter
½ teaspoon cayenne pepper ½ teaspoon chili powder
½ teaspoon Tabasco sauce 1 tablespoon baking soda

In a large heavy pan, combine sugar, Karo syrup and water. Boil this mixture until it
reaches 238 degrees on a candy thermometer. Then add pistachios, salt and cream
of tartar. Continue to cook, stirring frequently. When the boiling mixture reaches
290 degrees—hard crack—remove the pan from the burner and add vanilla,
butter, cayenne pepper, chili powder and Tabasco sauce. Quickly stir together
then add baking soda. Mix well and, working quickly, pour out onto a couple of

buttered cookie sheets. Spread with a 
spoon. Beginning with the outer edges, 
with well-buttered fingers begin to pull 
and stretch until it’s very thin and a 
section breaks away. It’s a good idea to 
have a sheet of foil where you can put 
the pulled pieces of candy. When well-
cooled, store in airtight containers or 
sealed plastic bags. The pistachios in this 
recipe could also be substituted with 
peanuts, cashews, or any desired 
combination of nuts. Good stuff—and 
when pulled thin, not hard on teeth.

Pieces From My Crazy Quilt
The Tie That Binds
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www.backdoorquilts.com

September Will Always Be 
School Month			       by Barbara Kalkis

I knew from the time I was 4 years old that I 
wanted to be a teacher. My parents had given me 
a blackboard on a stand and a box of chalk for 
Christmas.  They set it up in the basement and, 
from there, I held court over some dolls and a 
random teddy bear.  Being a teacher was my goal 
because all the other kids in the neighborhood 
were at least a year older than I and already spent 
their days there, while I languished at home. The result was that, upon delivering me 
to school on the first day of kindergarten, my mother was annoyed that I was the 
only kid laughing and prancing around the teachers instead of crying and screaming, 
begging not to be left behind.

True to my dream, I became an English teacher for some years before entering 
the business world and teaching as a side profession. So ingrained was the desire to 
teach, along with the gratitude of having the joy of it, every September I recall the 
experiences of being in school.  

The jolting reminder happened a few months ago.  Our senior class president wrote 
to invite us all to a reunion. I had completely forgotten about such events. Our class 
was never known for being a tightly knit group beyond our tiny cliques. Considering 
a trip to see people I had completely forgotten about nagged at me for weeks. 

To make the decision, I looked back to a collection of informally stapled sheets of 
paper listing short biographies submitted by the class at our 20th reunion. Reading the 
words of people I had grown up with made me realize how far we had all progressed. 
Most of us were married – and happily – as attested by the comments about the 
beauty and gift of love from a special spouse.  What also impressed me was that all 
of us had taken our education well beyond our high school graduation. Not just 
in certificates and bachelor’s degrees, the number of attorneys, doctors, engineers, 
government representatives, teachers, architects, builders, and business owners was a 
stunning testament to students driven to graduate degrees and specialty professions.  
Amazingly, we had all done well.

I wondered what made our class so special from such a little town with seemingly 
everyday kinds of families. I found the answer in our yearbook’s foreword. I don’t 
know who wrote it. I suspect the author was our yearbook instructor. He wrote that 
formal education required two levels of experience:  theoretical concepts and practical 
participation in actual problems and conditions in adult life. He stated that, “With 
these tools of knowing and doing, one can make a good living and enjoy a good life.”

The unknown author of the yearbook dedication also described the qualities of a 

good teacher: limitless devotion, involvement in student learning, inspiring leadership, 
and contributions to student achievements and the school itself. 

When I turned to the pages listing the high school staff and their education 
credentials, I saw that most teachers had graduated with advanced degrees from solid 
regional institutions versus the famous national glamour schools.  Yet, our class of over 
200 students achieved prestigious jobs and positions and what one would honestly 
consider a successful life.  Based on our collective achievements, I would say all of our 
teachers lived up to their charter.  To them, I say “thank you!” You did your job well.

©Barbara Kalkis, 2026. Barbara divides her time between writing, teaching, and 
consulting. She requests that you thank the teacher that helped you be the success you 

are – at whatever you do. Contact her at BarbaraKalkis01@gmail.com.
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PLAINFIELD    PLAINFIELD    

HUGE SAVINGS & DOOR PRIZES
November 11th thru the 15th

open daily 10 - 5
on the west side of Plainfield at
5789 E US Hwy 40
(317) 839 - 8779

37,000 square feet of
antiques, vintage, 
collectables,
architectural salvage,
re-purposed / re-imaged
furniture and accessories,
home decor, and primitiveshome decor, and primitives

www.facebook.com/GilleysAntiqueMall  |  GilleysAntiqueMall.com  |  info@GilleysAntiqueMall.com

Waiting for Eggplant	  by Janet M. Bair

Summer memories are what I cling to as fall approaches. While our blueberry bushes 
weren’t as prolific as last years, my mouth still waters when I think of blueberry crisp. 
The recipe is the one that my mother-in-law used to make in the summers when we 
went to a cottage in New Hampshire with them.

The cottage they rented each year is on a dead end dirt road on a lake. Harrisville 
Pond, New Hampshire is a small New England lake or pond which ends at a textile 
mill. Some of the old mill workers cottages are still there, now turned into summer 
homes.

Eating blueberry crisp reminds me of the days of picking blueberries from the bushes 
near the edges of the water. Early chill mornings, dressed in shorts and sweatshirts, my 
daughters and I would pick blueberries, wading in the water, putting the berries into 
a little metal measuring cup. In the afternoon, while everyone went swimming, my 
mother-in-law would be up in the kitchen baking. She would come down for a “dip” 
in the water but she wasn’t much for swimming at that point in her life.

We would have fresh corn, eating on the porch looking out at the water. That 
reminded me of my grandfather. “Have to eat it the day you pick it,” he always said. 
No store bought corn on the cob for him—he grew his own.

My grandfather on my dad’s side grew lots of vegetables and flowers. I remember 
one time he gave me a bumpy, yellow crooked neck squash to play with.

“It’s too tough to eat, but you can have it,” he said. I named it Squash Baby and 
carried it around in my arms like a doll and made clothes for it from napkins. I think 
I played with it until it rotted.

My grandfather grew string beans—green ones and yellow ones. When the string 
beans were ripe, sometimes we would just eat a whole plate of string beans and a slice 
of bread and butter for dinner. He didn’t grow eggplant though. He wasn’t Italian.

I am waiting for farm fresh eggplant because it is only best when just picked. 
Eggplant takes a long time to grow in New England so you have to be patient. It is 
just as well that it ripens in early fall because I have to put the oven on for eggplant 
parmesan.

My husband and I both love eggplant.
For me, it is a memory of gatherings at my mother’s parents house (my other set of 

grandparents). My mother was the youngest of eight children. When they gathered, 
my Aunt Adeline would bring a big pan of eggplant parmesan. My grandparents’ 
tiny house filled with lots of loud, laughing people is what comes back to me in that 
moment when I take the pan of eggplant out of the oven.

As the summer winds down, you will find me at the farm stands, waiting for my 
perfect, plump, purple eggplant.

“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven…a time 
to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted.” Ecclesiastes 3:1,2

© Janet M. Bair of Ansonia, CT. You may contact her at librarybair@hotmail.com
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Awarded

#1 Rated Regional
Dealer
2024

Sewing Machines - Longarms
Quilting - Fabrics - Notions
Furniture - Classes - Events

Repairs (all models) 

I went in on a mission, 
loved the staff, well organized,
top quality fabric. Beautiful.
Can't wait to go back. 
-Annaleisia H.

9504 Haver Way
Indianapolis, IN 46240

Quilt Quarters began 35 years
(and five locations ago) in an old

house on Main Street in
Indianapolis, Indiana. The current
store is over 7,000 square feet,
providing plenty of space for our
ever-expanding choice of fabric,

notions,  classes, and sewing clubs
to spark creativity and let your

imagination soar.
 

About
Quilt Quarters

We have
everything you

need at QQ!

Your Shop For
Bernina, Brother,

& Janome

REGULAR SHOP HOURS: (EST) 
Mon. – Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-4; Sun. Closed
317-757-8340

www.SewVacAuthority.com
@QuiltQuarters

(puzzle solution p.18)
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Come shop in a restored barn with 
wide-open shopping areas.

240 US Hwy 20, Middlebury, IN 46540 
Hrs: Mon-Thurs 10-5 and Fri & Sat 10-7

www.essenhausquiltshop.com • 800-455-9471 x9435
Full service quilt shop along with finished quilts, décor, and Quilt Magic.

Hands on training coming to the shop with  
an HQ national educator. October 8, 9, 10, 2026.   

Sign up online at www.essenhausquiltshop.com  
or call 800-455-9471 x 435 to reserve your spot!

Come take a test 
drive on the NEW 

Infinity 28!

FALL HAS ARRIVED 
at Simplee Stated giis! 

Be sure to stop by and let us help you with Be sure to stop by and let us help you with 
your fall decoraang needs. Follow us on 

Facebook to learn more about our Blueberry 
Baking Compeeeon on August 29th and our 
Fill A Bag Sale on Sept. 12th & 13th, as well 

as, our Fall Extravaganza on Sept. 19th. 
So much fun coming, so make plans to 

stop by and see us!stop by and see us!

Search: 
I-Sell-Fabric

I Sell Fabric

5520 North SR 5, Shipshewana, IN 46565
260.499.1110 • 3 mi. north of Shipshewana
Open 11 to 5 (closed Wed) • Closed Dec 21, 2025 - Jan 4, 2026

We offer a wide selection of fabric for the non-
traditional and modern quilters: Australian Aboriginal 
design, fossil fern, novelty fabric, designer collections, 

Featherweight Sewing 
Machine Sales, 

108”  and 118” backing. We carry Benatex, RJR, 
Hoffman, Maywood, Quilting Treasures, & Steampunk

Service and Supplies

Hours: Mon/Tues & Thur/Fri 11-4 • Sat 11-2 Closed Wed

A Nice Remembrance	   
Twenty Years Later		 by Kerri Habben Bosman

As I was contemplating ideas for this autumn article, two things happened.
First, I dreamt of my grandmother, who passed away twenty years ago on September 

6th. Even though I feel her with me every day, I almost never dream of her. Second, I 
went to the doctor for my annual wellness check. I came away from both these events 
with gratitude and a renewed awareness of all my grandmother gave me.

In my recent dream my grandmother was as she was towards the very end of her 99 
years. While she passed away at the hospital, in this manifestation she was resting in 
her bed at the assisted living facility. We were holding hands, gazing steadily at one 
another. Even as I realized she was dying, I also had that surreal feeling when you 
know you are in a dream. I made a semiconscious decision to not awaken, so that I 
could fully feel her essence longer.

I was alone with my grandmother when she died in 2006. Outside of gradual aging 
in her 90’s, she was fortunate to enjoy good health (save for elevated blood pressure 
and high cholesterol) until 99 ½. Then she developed aplastic anemia, wherein her 
white blood cells and platelets stopped working. It was, at least, a peaceful way for 
her to leave this world behind. I sang hymns to her at the last. She stopped breathing 
during Amazing Grace, as I sang the line, “and grace shall lead me home.” Even now 
if I unexpectedly hear that hymn, tears overtake my eyes. 

When I was nine months old, I started calling my grandmother, “Huba.” I said it 
with a short “u” sound. She embraced my nickname for her, and throughout the years 
she became “Huba” to my friends and even adults who came into her life. 

Huba made the best mashed potatoes in the world. “I beat the hell out of them,” 
she used to say as a genuinely sweet smile emerged. Every time I mash potatoes, I hear 
her voice.

She crocheted from the time she was eight years old, making beautiful and warm 
things that turn houses into homes. Over her 91 years of needlework, she gave much 
of what she made away to family, friends, and to those in need. One of her favorite 
phrases as she grew older and older was, “it will be a nice remembrance.” 

I was nine when she taught me how to crochet. Therefore, Huba is in everything 
that I make. She taught me how to give with an open heart, so I, too, give away much 
of my crocheting. My work is her living legacy.

Huba cared for her husband and her sister through long illnesses when they were 
both in wheelchairs, and she never lost her joyful and playful spirit. Somehow she 
always had more to give.

Which brings me to my doctor’s visit. Huba does indeed have more to give, even 
after two decades. All of the tests they did were normal, save for my cholesterol 
level. I learned that I have her high blood pressure. Though I suppose I should be a 
responsible adult and claim it as my own. No medication at this point, but a check-up 
in six months.

After a few internet searches, I see many breakfasts of oatmeal and refreshing 
drinks of green tea in my future. As well as more walks than I usually enjoy around 
the neighborhood. Thankfully, I read that nearly everything I like to eat, including 
potatoes, is good for monitoring cholesterol. One article said to add fiber to my day, 
which surely must mean that all my yarn and crocheting helps too

A grandmother’s love and a little amazing grace won’t hurt either.

Kerri Habben Bosman is a writer living in Cape Carteret, NC.  
Her email is 913jeeves@gmail.com.
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All roads lead to Rome... City, Home of:

195 Weston Street, Rome City, IN 46784
260-854-3900 • Tues-Fri 9-5; Sat 9-2 

(Closed Sun & Mon)

www.CarolinesCottageCottons.com

 

We are your...Happy Place and we are here to serve you!

Caroline’s CottCaroline’s Cottaage Cottonsge Cottons

We offer quality quilting fabrics, including the Tilda fabrics, wools, 20’s 
30’s, Reproduction 1800’s, Homespuns and contemporary fabrics.  

Harvest Hop - Tues. Sept 22 - Sat. Sept. 26
A perfect season to shop hop! 

Show us your GUILD CARD for a DISCOUNT. 
Let us INSPIRE you, ENCOURAGE you, BLESS you.

Necchi  I ta l ian Designed Machines 
T i ldas •  Tulas •  K af fes •  L iber ty of  London

Moda •  R i ley B lake• Hof fman •  Minkys 
Hand-Dyed Wools •  Flannels  •  Wide Backs 
K i ts  •  Qui l ter s  Dream Batt ing •  Pat ter ns 

Not ions •  C lasses •  Ar t isan Cot tons 
Free Open Sewing Al l  the T ime

200 N. Michigan St. • Plymouth, IN
Phone (574) 313-0777

11:30 - 7:30 M-F
11:30 - 3:30 S+S 

Tilda Something Blue Trunk Show

July 23-August 4Heartland 
Country Sewing

Sales & Service
Fabric • Notions • Sewing Tables
Repairs on all makes and models

Come see our great 
Fabric deals and 

Sewing Machine Sales

B 990

25630 C. R. 36, Goshen, IN 46526  
(574) 862-4406

Become Inspired		    by Annice Bradley Rockwell 

Decorating, Entertaining and  
Living in the Early American Style

Bringing in the Harvest
As the daylight hours slowly begin to shorten, 

we begin to shift our thinking toward preparing 
for the season to come. Our vegetable gardens are 
likely producing plenty at this point in the year, 
so taking our gathering baskets out to the raised 
beds is a country task that brings great reward. Our 
beans can be harvested to accompany a wonderful 
homemade meal, or they can be strung by hand and 
hung over the hearth to dry as a handmade garland 
to be enjoyed all year. Our heirloom tomatoes can 
be harvested right off the vine to make a perfect 
summer sandwich with some toasted homemade 
bread, creamy mayonnaise and salt and pepper. The 
abundance of our yield can also be canned to line 
our buttery shelves with the blessings of our harvest to be enjoyed all year long.

Our herb gardens can also be a huge source of happiness as we plan a morning 
out in the sun clipping and binding bundles of fragrant herbs to be hung inside to 
dry. They can be used for enhancing our fall meals or to brighten one of our country 
displays. Even an afternoon spent clipping wild blooms such as the bright mustard 
tansy, yellow goldenrod or the purple Joe Pye weed can provide us with plenty of 
natural elements to enjoy in the beautiful season of fall.

The Warmth of Home
The spectacular sunlight of September is truly a special gift. Although more fleeting 

than the sultry sun of summer, the beautiful days of early fall are to be enjoyed. Paired 
with the daytime beauty are evenings characterized by a crisp coolness. Nights come 
more quickly now, so our home’s ambiance stands out as being even more welcoming 
and warm. Taking time to create warmth in our decorating is time well-spent. Early 
lighting such as a punched tin hanging lantern or a mirrored sconce casts an inviting 
glow to warm the corner of a colonial keeping room. An antique floor lamp with a 
deep red-checked shade can enliven a favorite reading spot for a cool fall evening. And 
candles such as Pumpkin Butter or Colonial Apple Butter can be used as part of a 
harvest centerpiece where both their subtle flicker and captivating scent enhance the 
mood of the room. Gorgeous large wooden trays or boxes in early surfaces like red 

or mustard can be enjoyed as a focal point for fall. Filled with part of our abundant 
harvest, it becomes a striking natural element that takes center stage.

Simple Country Joys
Planning a day to surround yourself with the full blessings of fall is a way to connect 

with friends and make memories to cherish. Wrapping a schedule around a festive 
fall event can be rewarding and fun. Fall festivals that include local farms and creative 
artisans can be enjoyed alongside a trip to our favorite antiques shops that might be 
hosting an outdoor show filled with great antiques, unique food trucks and decorative 
elements fresh-from-market to enhance our home displays.

This fall, savor the transition to those cooler, spectacular autumn days. Harvest the 
bounty of your gardening efforts and delight in the simple country joy of creating an 
ambiance that truly welcomes you home.

--Annice Bradley Rockwell is an educator and owner of Pomfret Antiques.  
She is currently working on her book, New England Girl.  

NewEnglandGirl2012@hotmail.com
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Klaiber’s Sewing 
Center, Inc.

est. 1963

617 W 17th St Bloomington, IN 47404 
(812) 336-0487 • Mon-Fri 9-5 & Sat 9-3 EST

www.klaiberssewing.com
We are a full service Quilt Shop, ready to help you choose your

 next product, service your machine, or show you a new model...
fabrics • classes • precuts • notions

Technician repair and service most brands of sewing machines

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram

Home of Hilltop Candles 
Simply Primitive

Uber Entrepreneurs Really  
Are the “Ultimate”			  by Barbara Kalkis

We all know about Entrepreneurs. They’re business stars who start a company in 
some random space, like a garage, basement or living room. Their idea takes hold, 
so they rent/lease/buy a building and grow their customer base until they are a 
household name, then a global brand. Next, they “graduate” from entrepreneur to 
multi-millionaire status and get invited to newsworthy parties, award ceremonies and 
weddings in far-off places that the rest of us must book at least 12 months in advance 
with a stiff reservation fee. I wonder how those entrepreneurs have time to jet around 
the world to fun events. Perhaps they don’t have to work the typical 40 hours a week 
because they have people to do their day-to-day tasks. 

I never really thought much about the mechanics of becoming a global entrepreneur 
and a jetsetter until I visited my sister who lives in a small town. One day, while she 
attended a meeting, I set off down the main street to explore and shop for souvenirs. 
After two blocks, it hit me! There was not one national name-brand above any 
doorway. It was a mirror image of the small town we had grown up in.

The street was dotted with restaurants, cafes, and diverse shops whose owners 
had a long local heritage or distant homeland. The Four Hands Bakery derived its 
name from the baker (wife) and her husband (employee). The jeweler inherited the 
business. The candy shop chocolates and flavored popcorn treats were produced by 
area independent businesses.

All those places were fun to pop into and browse around, but it was a tent sign on 
the sidewalk that stopped me. One side said, “Shopping Counts as Cardio, Right?” 
The other side proclaimed, “When You’re Broke But You Strongly Support Treating 
Yourself ”. The messages were humorous, but there was a kind of self-acknowledgement 
that opening a gift shop was an act of bravery. Or lunacy. Of course, I went in!

The shop nearly sang with unique eclectic, handmade quilted, knitted, embroidered, 
woven, sewn, painted, carved, metal-worked, brewed, and some batch-manufactured 
items randomly placed, luring the visitor from display to display. Three times around 
the shop and chatting with the owner, it dawned on me. This wasn’t just a store. The 
owner isn’t just a businesswoman. She is an Uber Entrepreneur. In fact, the entire 
street was the product of people who are Uber Entrepreneurs.

Uber entrepreneurs are not folks who introduce a new app or program or widget 
that can blast water faster than a fire hydrant, roast a chicken in minutes, or make you 
healthy by eating specialty foods that you would never eat when your mother cooked 
them and there’s no way you’re starting now. 

Lots of people may have the entrepreneurial gene. But Uber Entrepreneurs are 
the ultimate. They take the chance to do what they love. They accept challenges. 
They create a business and own every aspect of it. They’re the ones who work behind 
the table at craft shows. They are the ones who seek out other Uber Entrepreneurs 
intently making things for pure enjoyment and the feeling of doing something 
different, beautiful, startling, strange, humorous, or thought-provoking. They’re the 
ones who focus their energy on creativity. Money is not the top priority. It can’t be. 
Their ventures are too risky!

Every time we step into an independently owned shop or visit a church craft show or 
attend an art festival, we become part of their adventure. We understand that creating 
something unique isn’t a business. It’s a true calling, wrapped in the spirit of courage.

©Barbara Kalkis, 2026. Barbara is an entrepreneur with her own business and book, 
Little Ditties for Every Day: A Collection of Thoughts in Rhyme and Rhythm. 

But she’s no match for Uber Entrepreneurs! Write her at BarbaraKalkis01@gmail.com. 
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KISSed Quilts			       	by Marlene Oddie

Design Ideas Sometimes Need to  
Percolate for…20 Years?	

When presented with the new fabric collection 
from Frond Studios - Bells of Ireland distributed 
by Northcott, I immediately remembered a 
block design that I developed over 20 years ago. 
I fortunately found it in an old file cabinet and 
worked on creating it in Electric Quilt 8 to start 
playing with it on a larger scale – an entire quilt.

This collection has a beautiful canvas panel for 
bag making and a couple of different large print 
running yardage SKUs, but I chose to focus on the 
more color saturated SKUs combined in a way to 
make this beautiful Tartan—fussy cutting the printed tartan for the border.

This On Point Plaid pattern and the Bells of Ireland collection of fabrics are shipping 
to your local quilt shop now. If you need patterns, templates, fabrics and/or kits—
please ask!

The possibilities for this pattern are endless. Find your favorite plaid color 
combination, a family tartan, one that works with your personal aesthetic or dream 
up your own.

I’ve written the pattern in such a way that you are making strata sets and then 
cutting and reassembling the entire block and the pieced setting triangles. The key is 
to get your color placement of the block correct so that with the sashings, cornerstones 
and the blocks it makes a continuous plaid.

Marlene Oddie, of Grand Coulee, WA, is an engineer by training, a project manager 
by profession, and a quilter by passion. At her quilt shop, KISSed Quilts, she quilts for 

hire on a Gammill Optimum Plus and especially enjoys designing quilts and helping 
create meaningful keepsakes. Fabrics, patterns, kits, and templates are available at 

kissedquilts.com. Follow Marlene’s adventures on Facebook and Instagram.

It’s Easier Than You Think to	  
Cook Your Dishes with a	   
Healthy Kick 				    by Laura Taylor

I always wonder how I can eat healthier and still enjoy flavorful food that’s easy to 
make. While doing my research, I realized that a lot of our everyday seasonings and 
spices have more health benefits than we give them credit. A few even have a storied 
history behind them. Especially with flu season around the corner, there’s no better 
time to incorporate simple yet effective spices that will give your immune system an 
extra boost.

I know vampires will shudder at the thought of it, but garlic is a superfood that is 
often overlooked, with a variety of different health benefits and healing properties. 
Garlic is a powerful antioxidant that can help reduce inflammation, strengthen the 
immune system, prevent diseases and even reduce cholesterol. Even before modern 
medicine, garlic has played a vital role in overall wellbeing — ancient Greek athletes 
incorporated garlic into their everyday diet to improve athletic performance. Now, no 
one is saying that adding an extra tablespoon of garlic to your chicken salad will make 
you a Greek Olympic athlete, but it has its benefits over time. 

Ginger is another spice that packs a healthy punch. It is widely recognized for 
alleviating nausea, doubling the speed of digestion and reducing muscle pain. It has 
also been known to support immune response and health. As for its use in ancient 
times, ginger was valued for its warming properties, routinely used for its health 
benefits and even utilized as an antidote in some cases of poisoning.

An added bonus about these spices is that you can still get the benefits, whether 
they are bought whole, diced or even minced. When I’m in a pinch or don’t feel like 
breaking out every kitchen tool I own, I just use the minced versions. They’re just as 
good as fresh, with less prep time needed.

As you can tell, I’m all about convenience. Here are two quick, easy recipes that 
incorporate garlic and ginger to complement the main flavors, adding the benefits 
without them taking center stage! 

Visit www.spiceworldinc.com for more recipes and tips!

Salmon with a  
Garlic Butter Sauce

• 1 Tbsp Spice World Ready-to-Use  	
   Minced Garlic 
• 1 (2 lb) whole salmon
• ½ lb fresh green beans, washed  
   and trimmed
• 2 Tbsp olive oil
• Salt and pepper, to taste

• 1 ¼ Tbsp Spice World Ready-to-Use  
   Minced Garlic
• ½ cup of  butter, melted
• 1 Tbsp of  lemon juice
• ½ tsp dried thyme
• ½ tsp dried rosemary

Instructions
1. Preheat the oven to 400°F and oil a baking sheet. 
2. To make the Garlic Butter Sauce, whisk together the butter, lemon juice, Spice World 
Ready-to-Use Minced Garlic, thyme, and rosemary.
3. Season to taste with salt and pepper. Set the mixture aside.
4. In a separate bowl, sprinkle green beans with olive oil and Spice World Ready-to-Use 
Minced Garlic. Add salt and pepper to taste.
5. Put the whole salmon and fresh green beans in a single layer on the oiled baking sheet. 
6. Take the garlic butter mixture and spread it over the salmon. Place in the oven and 
bake for 17 minutes or until the salmon flakes easily with a fork.

Hibiscus Ginger Tea

•	 1 tsp thinly sliced Spice World Peeled Ginger
•	 2 cups of water
•	 2 Tbsp dried hibiscus petals
•	 1 cinnamon stick (optional)
•	 1 Tbsp honey (or to taste)
•	 Mint sprigs (optional)

Instructions
1. In a small saucepan, bring water, hibiscus petals, ginger, and cinnamon (if  using) to a boil.
2. Reduce heat and simmer 5 minutes, then remove from heat.
3. Strain tea into mugs; stir in honey to taste. Serve warm or allow tea to chill and serve 
over ice with mint sprigs, if  desired.
Pro tip: serve over ice and add 2 oz vodka to turn this into a cocktail with a ginger kick!
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Heritage Mall
41 S Van Buren Street
Nashville, IN 47448

812.988-7009

Open every day from 10am to 5pm

ONLINE SHOPPING!
www.WishfulThinking-IN.com

Celebrating 
25th Anniversary

 in 2026
10/31/26

s 
Homemade Soups 

J • Dclicious Sandwiches 
� • Fresh Salads 

J V l • Healthy Fruit Salads 
� t• �ous Deserts 

H-1-"".\\\l\ll., � Flavored Ice Teas 
� Fruit F= 
'• Kiwi & Mango G>olers 
• Hab Barn Lemonade

' • Sassafras Tea 
f���·;t:• Iced Creamy Mochas 

� NASHVILLE 

LuNcH: EVERYDAY llAM TO 3PM 
DINNER: CALL TO VERIFY HOURS 

Celebrate Fall		   	  by Janet Young

As the season transitions from summer to fall, what symbolizes the dawning of this 
new season? Is it the first frost or the chilly bite in the morning air that signifies it’s 
time to pull out those warm bulky sweaters and socks, as you prepare to attend the 
first of the season’s college football game.

In addition to the beauty that fall brings with the changing of the leaves, there is so 
much to do before the cold, crisp air of winter sets in. For example, perhaps one more 
camping trip where you can make s’mores over a smokey campfire. Or, go for a walk 
trampling over freshly fallen crisp leaves.

Why not go to an orchard to pick apples. Nothing is more fun for the children than 
to pick the apples and then go home to bob for apples. Or, why not teach the older 
kids how to make applesauce.

Then, there is a hay ride through a pumpkin patch, where you can pick a pumpkin or 
two to take home and decorate your front porch. Pumpkins provide a nice decorative 
touch with a splash of orange throughout the yard and house. What a nice decorative 
touch to add to your front porch or to any place you want that spark of orange. 

Last, but not least why not go through a corn maze. The thrill of going through the 
maze without getting lost is something that you and your family will recall for years to 
come as memories are being made.

You know Fall has arrived when Fall beverages begin to appear at coffee shops, fast 
food places, restaurants etc. Drinks such as apple cider, pumpkin lattes and all things 
spicey, signify that Fall has officially arrived. And with the ever-increasing morning 
chill in the air, pots of home-made soup are a welcomed treat for your taste buds.

So, as you cuddle up in a cozy blanket or break out your flannel sheets – plan to 
enjoy this special season of the year. Come December or January, when the first snow 
falls, you will be glad you did. So,

CELEBRATE FALL

 © Janet Young is a Certified Tea and Etiquette Consultant, Co-Founder of Mid-
Atlantic Tea Business Association, and prior owner of Over The Teacup
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WIT AND WISDOM 		  by Judyann Grant

One Truly Reliable Source
My newest bird feeder is a high-tech model with a camera and two-way 

communication system. When a feathered friend lands on the feeding tray, the camera 
snaps a picture; if the bird lingers, a video is created, complete with chirping, tweeting 
and fluttering of wings.

If a squirrel or chipmunk stops to pillage the sunflower seeds, I can use the cell 
phone app to either activate the scare alarm or verbally tell the creature to vamoose. 
So far, I have only used the feature to talk to my husband when he is outside filling 
the feeder. 

The system also relies on A.I. (artificial intelligence) to identify bird species. The 
camera captures a small portion of a bird, depending upon where the bird is positioned. 
It may be the tail, breast, wing or head. Most times the identification is correct, but 
now and then it’s wrong. The funniest misidentification it has made to date was the 
day I filled the feeder and the camera snapped a picture of my palm. A.I. identified 
me as an “Eurasian coot”! 

Now, an Eurasian coot is a noisy water bird, native to Australia. It has black feathers, 
a white bill and a white forehead that makes it look bald. Oh, and it has green legs 
and blueish webbed feet. A quick look in the mirror reassures me that I look nothing 
like a coot!

Geoffrey Hinton, often called the “Godfather of AI,” resigned from his position at 
Google to freely voice his concerns about the potential dangers of artificial intelligence. 
Chief among his concerns was the spread of misinformation - fake photos, videos and 
text generated by AI, that make it difficult to distinguish truth from fiction.

A.I. is only as reliable as the “handlers” who input information. It can be inaccurate, 
distorted and misleading. You can’t trust - or believe – everything you read online.

In this day of questionable technology, there remains one source I turn to time and 
again for consistent and trustworthy information, inspiration, encouragement, help 
and hope: God’s Word – the one I can hold in my hands. “The grass withers and the 
flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever” (Isaiah 40:8 NIV.)

-Judyann Grant and her husband Don live across from Lake Ontario in northern New 
York State. With the help of their children and grandchildren the couple have spent this 
year celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary with special gatherings and get-aways. 

For more from this author, her newest book, “Reflections: Walking in the Light of 
God’s Word” contains one-year of daily devotions and is available by contacting her at: 

witandwisdomwriters@gmail.com
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www.PohlarFabrics.comwww.PohlarFabrics.com
941 West Coe Road, Liberty, IN 47353

765.458.5466 
Hrs: Mon - Fri 9:30 - 4:00 & Sat 9:30 - 3:00

Authorized Dealer • Sales & Service
Service for all makes & models of  machines

Featuring: New Fabric, Books, Patterns, Notions & Demos

Classes • Professional Machine Quilting • Scissor Sharpening
7000+ Bolts of Fabric • Kits • Patterns • Block of the Month

Celebrating 
39 Years in 
Business!

Watch for our emails and our 
Facebook page for more details!

OCTOBER 9 -11 
Customer Appreciation Sale - Store-wide Sale

NOVEMBER 27 & 28 
 Black Friday & Small Business Saturday Sale

NOVEMBER 27 - DECEMBER 19TH 
Sample Sale - 100s of samples made by 

Pohlar Fabrics will be on display and for sale. 
They make great Christmas Gifts.

Come see us  

Popcorn Cake
From Lydia’s Cookbook—In the Kitchen with Grandma: (Fun to make 
with grandkids)
 

Gather with Grandma
3 1/2 quarts (14 cups) popped 
popcorn
1/2 cup butter (one stick), melted
1 10-oz package miniature 
marshmallows

2 cups favorite small candies, such as 
candy corn, M&M’S®, gumdrops, or a 
mixture of  candy 
1 cup lightly salted or honey roasted 
peanuts or mixed nuts (optional)

Make with Grandma
1. Lightly grease an angel food cake pan with butter or nonstick cooking spray.
2. Measure the popcorn into a large container that holds at least five quarts. Mix in nuts 
and candy, except the chocolate candy. Measure the chocolate candy into a separate bowl 
to add later, otherwise the chocolate will melt and turn the cake brown.
3. In a large saucepan or microwave-safe bowl, melt the butter and caramels together 
until the caramels are soft, stirring with a wooden spoon. Add the marshmallows and 
melt them completely.
4. When melted, pour the marshmallow mixture over the popcorn mixture. Mix the cake 
with a wooden spoon.
5. After the mixture cools slightly, stir in M&M’S or other chocolate candy. 
6. Press the popcorn mixture into the cake pan using wax paper or fingers greased with 
butter. Press down until the cake is compact.
7. Refrigerate the cake for an hour or until firm.
8. Remove the cake from the pan and place it on a plate. Serve at room temperature. 
Slice with a serrated knife.
9. To keep the cake fresh, wrap it tightly with plastic wrap or foil or place it in an airtight 
container. This cake is best eaten in a few days. Wrap and refrigerate the uneaten cake to 
prevent it from becoming sticky. 
Serves 12 to 16
Tip: For popcorn—use plain popcorn, kettle corn or lightly salted and buttered popcorn. 
You can buy it already popped if  you prefer. (A package of  5.5 ounces of  popped popcorn 
will give you 14 cups.)
See cookbook for variations.

A Cup of Tea with Lydia
Any Day Is Grandparents Day!		 by Lydia E. Harris

Fall usually means back to school, back to 
work, and back to scheduled routines. It’s 
also back to Grandparents Day—which is 
celebrated on the second Sunday of September 
each year. This year it falls on September 13. 
But my husband and I don’t need an official 
holiday to celebrate with our grandkids. We 
enjoy time with them as often as we can.

When our grandkids arrive at our home, I 
often ask them, “What day is it today?” 

Their usual reply is, “Funday!” Any day 
with them is fun for all of us.

One day when they arrived, they answered, “Workday!” That’s because Anna, Owen 
and their mom, had offered to help us with housecleaning and yardwork.

“We can still have fun,” I said, as I began to sing Whistle while you work.
Work they did—and with a good attitude! After they vacuumed and washed the 

floors, cleaned the bathrooms and dusted furniture, our home almost shone “like the 
top of the Chrysler building,” as Miss Hannigan says in Annie. The yard looked better, 
too.

Of course, it wasn’t all work. We took time for tea and treats, enjoying the sunshine 
on our deck while sipping their favorite peach herbal tea. 

“These cookies taste good,” Anna said when she took a bite of the chocolate chip 
cookies I’d baked the previous day. 

I also served oatmeal cake, gluten-free chips and fresh strawberries, which they 
love eating dipped into sour cream and brown sugar. They think it almost tastes like 
dipping them into caramel sauce. 

Their help that day was a win-win situation. They were planning to attend an out-
of-state church camp so I wrote out a check to help cover some of the cost. 

“That’s a lot of money,” Anna said when they started to leave.
“Thanks for helping us,” I said and smiled. “Do you know what else you were 

doing?” They waited for my reply. “You were laying up treasures in heaven” (Matthew 
6:20). 

They drove away smiling and I smiled as well when I stepped inside our clean home 
and I knew God was smiling, too.

Any day is Grandparents Day. And any occasion can turn into a tea party with fun 
memories that linger and bless others and ourselves.

Lydia E. Harris enjoys serving tea to family and friends. Her books for grandparents 
are: Preparing My Heart for Grandparenting, In the Kitchen with Grandma, and 

GRAND Moments: Devotions Inspired by Grandkids. All are available  
at amazon.com or can be ordered through local bookstores. 
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MADISONMADISON

Fabrics: quilt cottons, linen, homespun, 
wool, flannel, poplin, corduroy, dress 
making fabrics, velvet, upholstery, vinyl, 
interfacing and more.

Barnet yarns, knitting, crochet and tatting 
supplies.

Jack Dempsey embroidery quilt Jack Dempsey embroidery quilt 
blocks, baby blankets, table 

runners, tea towels, wall 
hangings, pillow cases and more. 

Aunt Martha iron transfers.

DMC embroidery floss, Lizbeth threads, DMC embroidery floss, Lizbeth threads, 
Aida & monks cloth, cross stitch & 
embroidery kits.

Sewing notions, zippers, buttons, 
scissors, quilting supplies, Gutermann 
thread and much more.

Family owned since 1989

220 East Main Street, 
Madison, IN 47250

812-265-5828 

Hours: Monday - Friday 10-5, 
Saturday 10-4

From My Farm	 by Donna Jo Copeland, farmeress 

250 Years of Wool and Counting 
It’s 100 degrees outside. I’m sitting in front of a fan 

surrounded by wool yarns, roving and a big piece of 
burlap. I am recreating a 250 year old textile, something 
most of us have never seen.

I’ve always been a history buff. Growing up with great 
and great great grandparents, aunts and uncles I listened 
to their stories, watched their hands as they worked. I 
absorbed like a thirsty sponge never dreaming of where 
it would lead.

About 5 years ago reading a book on Kentucky long 
rifles and hunters I came across Rebecca Bryan Boone, 
Daniel’s wife. She was Scottish, Quaker, spinner, weaver, 
midwife,healer and sharp shooter. In her spare time she 
birthed 10 children, raised 8 nieces and nephews. And she never learned to read or 
write. In the book she was given 2 lines 

I set about researching her. It was the Scot/Quaker/Weaver/Spinner that got me. 
Kindred spirit. 

The home textile industry of the 17th and 18th centuries has fascinated me since 
I saw my first overshot coverlet. Not the fancy Jacquard ones, but the 4 harness 
overshot beauties. And I began my weaving adventures about 50 years ago weaving 
those patterns, often spinning the weft yarns. I wove over a dozen full size and then 
wandered into miniatures, warping with sewing thread.

With Rebecca’s spirit. I’m weaving coverlets again. Spinning the weft yarns, dyepots 
simmering 

My ancestors smile and probably share a dram at my efforts. I have found the 
weaving easy but the consistent spinning is a chore.

My sheep seem excited at a new, hundreds of years old, use for their wool.
In one of my books I came across bed rugs, made and used as coverlets on the 

bed. They were quite common in the 16th to 18th centuries, then as homes became 
warmer, fell out of fashion. The really neat part is they were hooked with handspun 
wool yarns onto burlap. In true Scottish means as cloth was far too dear to be cut into 
strips rather than used for patching clothes. Very clever those old Scots.

Searching I found a few examples of bed rugs in museums. And I was hooked!
As to size they were about 45x65, just enough to lay on the bed. In those days 

people didn’t lay flat to sleep, sort of like sleeping in a lounge chair 
So one fine day I set about designing my bed rug. Decided to give it a fall feeling. 

All those colors, and yes had to include sheep and a crow. Had to be handspun yarns, 
naturally dyed. A deep dive into my cedar chest stash of yarns began! And at the end 
it didn’t make a dent in the stash. Maybe another adventure awaits. 

I budgeted about 6 months of time to hook but surprised myself with how quickly 
it went. OK I was anxious. I hooked with a big oval quilting frame to hold the piece, 
a bit at a time. It was heavy. And I hooked the rug in a month! Still spinning the yarn 
to bind it with. 

The bed rug was quite a challenge but I’m so glad I did it. My ancestors and Rebecca’s 
spirit are happy I think. The rug will probably never go on my bed but will hang on 
the plaster walls in my 1890 farmhouse. A honor to my lineage and my sheep 

I do so wish people today would not use acrylic and polyester, go back to healthier 
natural fibers. They do require a bit of care but so worth the effort. Better for the 
planet.

Well this Maven of the Old Ways needs to get back to work. Wool doesn’t spin itself 
here!

In peace and kindness. 

© 2026 - Donna Jo Copeland writes from her farm, Breezy Manor, Mooresville, 
Indiana  

where she tends her flock and creates art from the wool. Being the 14th generation of 
farm owner/operator, Donna Jo brings alive the struggles of farm life.

Fall is for Apple Crisp
From my great grandmother’s receipt file

Butter a 9x9 dish, cut up about 8 apples, peel if  you want. Mix with 2 cups brown sugar, 
1/4 cup cinnamon, more if  you like. Add 1 stick of  shredded butter, a big handful of  
quick cooking oats and some walnuts. If  it seems stiff  add 3/4 cup water. Pour into dish, 
bake at 350 for about an hour.
Serve warm with cream (I used whipped cream)



September & October 2026	 Page 19

PIERCETON - WARSAW PIERCETON - WARSAW 



Page 20	 The Country Register of Indiana

BROWNSTOWN - ODON - SEYMOUR - WASHINGTONBROWNSTOWN - ODON - SEYMOUR - WASHINGTON

Sept: 25% off  ALL FABRIC, PRECUTS, PANELS, AND KITS that include the color BLACK
Oct: 25% off  ALL FABRIC, PRECUTS, PANELS, AND KITS that include the color GRAY

Mini Retreat: In-store on September 18–19. Call for details.

Hours: Tues - Fri 9:30 - 5:00 & Sat 9:30 - 2:00

301 W Main St.
Odon, IN 47562

Life in Skunk Hollow	    by Julie A. Druck       

Passing on the Baton		
The notation of Grandparents’ Day on September 13 recently came across my radar, 

and upon hearing it, my mind immediately jumped back to my school days.  I can 
remember being so proud that Pop & Mammaw, my maternal grandparents, came to 
my elementary school to celebrate this day in autumn.  From what I remember, they 
sat in the back of the classroom during the morning, watching as we presented our 
work.  Then, the best part: sitting with them in the cafeteria to share lunch together.  
What joy that was!

I’ve written before about my grandparents, particularly my grandfather whose life 
I had the privilege of enjoying into my ‘40s.  But I lost my grandmother at age 15, 
when I was just on the cusp of beginning to appreciate her.  Mammaw was a force 
to be reckoned with – she was incredibly organized, detail-oriented, an exemplary 
secretary, as well as an amazing homemaker.  She taught me to type and cross-stitch, 
how to iron everything (including sheets and underwear, which I DO NOT do – 
sorry, Mammaw!), how to set a table and how to throw a great party.  She made life 
rich for my sister and me with card games on the screened-in porch and holiday 
parties and special treats and sleepovers.

I spent A LOT of time with my grandparents.  My parents were deeply broken 
people who struggled to parent my sister and I in healthy ways, so more often than 
not, we either lived with and/or spent large chunks of time with Pop & Mammaw.  
They and their home were a place of stability and peace and joy for us.  What they 
gave us was immeasurable, and I will be forever grateful.  I recognize that they gave 
me a tremendous legacy, and I have a deep desire to pass on a similar legacy to my 
own grandchildren.

Though my relationship looks very different with my own grandchildren, there are 
many things that aren’t different – one of which is the same desire to pour into them 
the love and peace and joy that I received.  Over the past nine years that I’ve been 
blessed to be a grandmother, I have had at times very lucid, almost time-warp moments 
in the midst of being with my grandchildren - recognizing in those moments that I 
am literally passing on a heritage.  It’s a blessing that was poured into my life that I 
am now “paying forward” as it were, into theirs.  It’s a tremendous responsibility and 
a great joy.

I wear a colorful ring behind my wedding rings.  It belonged to Mammaw.  In fact, 
it was what they call her “mother’s ring” – it contains the birthstones of her children 
and grandchildren.  I didn’t wear it for many years because it was too big, but a few 
years ago my husband encouraged me to have it re-sized.  After I realized the joy of 
wearing it, I lamented not having it adjusted and worn years ago.  But the thought 
hit me that I’m glad I didn’t begin wearing it until AFTER I became a grandmother.  
It’s become a visual reminder of the passing of the baton of the beautiful legacy I was 
given. 

I have often wished that my grandmother could have lived to meet my children 
and grandchildren.  But I recognize – that in a very real way – I am introducing her 
to them.  For as I make memories with them in similar ways that Mammaw did with 
me, I am, indeed, continuing her legacy.  I have no doubt, Mammaw would be proud 
. . . of all of us.

 Julie Druck is from York, Pennsylvania, and writes from her farm in Skunk Hollow.  
She’d welcome your comments at thedrucks@netzero.com.
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Fall Foods You’re Guaranteed	 to Flock Towards			   by Laura Taylor

As we start to move into Fall and cooler weather, it’s the perfect time to get outside into fresh air. One of the best ways to explore the outdoors while staying out of 
the hot sun is finding a nice spot in the shade of a tall tree. But honestly, what good is sitting outside for hours if you don’t have a sandwich, a drink and something 
beautiful to look at. 

Now what if I told you that the “beautiful” something isn’t a typical scenic view or your tablet screen, but rather something rare and exciting and that the snack and 
drink you bring along could be prepared in less than 30 minutes?

Birds will have their most fiery and colorful backdrop this season, highlighting their feathers and even making them easier to spot. Bird watching can be done from 
the comfort of a lawn chair in the cool Fall foliage or even from your own backyard if you’re lucky, leaving only a relaxing breeze and sounds of nature to enjoy.

As for something to keep you from having to go back and forth for lunch, here are four recipes I promise you’ll flock towards this Fall. They feature some of my favorite 
sandwich and drink classics that are always best when enjoying outdoors.

1.	 Chicken Salad Sandwich
•	 Rotisserie chicken
•	 Dried cranberries
•	 Chopped pecans
•	 Mayo
•	 1 tsp Spice World Minced Garlic
•	 ½ tsp Spice World Minced Ginger

1. Mix everything together and chill.
2.	 Serve on croissants or brioche buns.

2.	 Transfusion
•	 1.5 oz vodka
•	 2 oz white grape juice
•	 1 oz cranberry juice
•	 ½ oz fresh lemon juice
•	 2 oz ginger beer
•	 ¼ tsp Spice World Minced Ginger
•	 Method

1.	 Shake vodka, juices, lemon, and   	
 ginger with ice.

2.	 Strain into a tall glass over fresh ice.
3.	 Top with ginger beer.

3.	 Turkey-Apple with a Garlic Mayo
•	 Sourdough or multigrain bread
•	 Sliced turkey
•	 Sharp cheddar
•	 Thin apple slices
•	 1 tbsp Spice World Minced Garlic
•	 2 tbsp mayo
•	 Handful of arugula
•	 Mix minced garlic into mayo.

4.	 Cranberry Ginger Mule
•	 2 oz vodka
•	 1 oz cranberry juice
•	 ½ oz lime juice
•	 ¼ tsp Spice World Minced Ginger
•	 Ginger beer

Visit www.spiceworldinc.com for more recipes and tips!

Building Harmony 			    by Jeff  Cappis

The Petting Zoo					       
Just down the hill from our property and about 

a half mile down the valley is Lyle Peterson’s ranch. 
Lyle has lived there with his wife Arlene for more 
years than anyone remembers. They are a fun couple.

Although they call it a ranch, for decades it was a 
petting zoo. It was a popular spot for city kids and 
school field trips. I remember going there in grade 
two. (I never imagined I would wind up living just 
up the road). 

The zoo had chickens and pigs and sheep. Some 
lucky children were led around on a pony while 
others took a slow speed hay ride around the zoo. (Powered by Lyle’s trusty old donkey 
named “Matilda”). Matilda was actually a boy donkey, but no one had realized that 
until after the name had stuck.

One summer I went to borrow his tractor and we got to talking in the middle of 
what was once his petting zoo. The pens were still there but the ground was mostly 
over grown. 

“I remember this place,” I told him. “Of course it smelled a lot more of manure back 
then.” We chuckled a bit then Lyle got a long look in his eye like he was off somewhere 
else for a moment. 

“Do you ever miss it?” I asked.
“You know,” he hesitated, “For thirty-five years this place was good to us. The 

animals were always healthy, and the children- my god, the children. There must have 
been thousands over the years.”

He told me about how after thirty years though, he was feeling like it was getting 
time to retire from the business. But one particular day came that made up his mind.

It was a Monday. About 10:00 a school bus full of children pulled up and they all 
piled out. There was no way two teachers were going to control thirty children but 
Lyle had seen this before and knew that together they could easily handle it.

Soon kids were milling about everywhere. With little bags of bird seed they were 
feeding chickens through the wire, laughing at the pigs in the pen and petting the 
sheep in their corral. Matilda was slowly pulling a hay wagon with 5 or 6 kids on his 
usual circuit around the zoo. Even Lyle’s two border collies were having fun with the 
kids.

In the middle of it all was a 5 year old girl in a pretty dress, sitting on the pony. 
She had an ice cream cone in her hand and a teacher was taking her picture. Lyle 
watched all this from beside the pig pen and thought about how everything was going 
smoothly as usual.

But then again, nobody counted on little Norman Bradly. Norman was the bad kid 
of grade two. Norman made faces at people. Norman picked his nose. Norman had 

a small slingshot. They really should check these kids for weapons before they get on 
the bus.

With a bit of an evil sneer, Norman got out his slingshot. He looked both ways with 
his shifty little eyes, looked at the slingshot in his hand and picked up a pebble. Then 
he threw the slingshot at the pony’s butt. (Nobody had actually ever shown Norman 
how a slingshot works). 

This made the pony jump 3 inches off the ground, making the little girl scream, 
that startled the teacher with the camera, who stepped backward into Lyle, who fell 
backwards through the gate of the pigpen and into the muddy slop with a splash. The 
pigs got out.

So did the chickens- thanks Norman. The chickens began chasing the kids with the 
bird seed around.

About the same time the sheep got out of the corral and began milling in the crowd. 
Followed by 2 barking border collies who were trying to herd everyone into their 
separate groups.

As it turns out, old Matilda (the donkey) is spooked by screaming kids and animals 
running around his feet so he took off at a blazing 3 miles per hour back on to his 
usual route. The children on his hay wagon were laughing and clapping.

The little girl on the pony was screaming and crying for her teacher. The pony was 
eating her ice cream cone off the ground. Lyle was so covered in filth that all he could 
do was watch from the muck.

It took about 20 minutes but everything eventually calmed down. The border collies 
separated most of the animals and herded them into their enclosures. The kids wound 
up in the corral and the sheep were walking around, but all things considered, the 
collies did a pretty good job. It got quiet. A little ways away, a shaky teacher was trying 
to light a cigarette.

By this time Matilda had calmed down to a normal 1 mile per hour and finished his 
route. He stopped in front of Lyle with 6 children sleeping in the hay on his wagon. 

“After the children left,” Lyle went on to tell me, “my wife made me strip down 
naked and hosed me off before I could go in the house. It was then that I decided to 
quit the business.”

“But you went on to run the petting zoo for another 5 years. Why?” I asked. Lyle 
looked down at the ground.

“Well, my neighbors felt bad for me. So, the next day a bunch of them showed up 
with tools and materials. Before I knew it, they were rebuilding the petting zoo even 
better than before. The place looked incredible! They were so happy and proud to get 
me back on my feet that they threw a party. Well, after that I couldn’t tell them I was 
quitting without looking like an ungrateful jerk.”

Without knowing it, Norman and his slingshot had sentenced Lyle to 5 more years.

© Jeff Cappis 2026 jcappis@telus.net
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Not Just Another  
Three Day Weekend		   by Tammy Page

 The first Labor Day parade was held in 1882 and officially became a celebrated 
holiday in 1894. It is a holiday to celebrate the workers who fought for a safer work 
place, lower hours worked each day and better pay. For some, it’s just another three 
day weekend but for me, it’s a reminder that there are still people who work hard and 
take pride in the work they do and deserves recognition for their work ethic. 

When I was growing up, my sister and I had weekly chores. On Saturday mornings 
we had jobs to do around the house and could not sit and watch television to watch 
our beloved American Bandstand until those chores were done. Sometimes, if we were 
lucky enough for mom to give us dusting or sweeping we could catch a glimpse of it 
while performing our chores. Now if we had to do dishes or help with the laundry, we 
had to time it just right and get finished before the 11:00 starting time of our favorite 
Saturday shows.

As farm kids, our children and grandchildren have grown up as very hard workers. 
They know they have responsibilities with their animals, helping with the crops and 
cleaning the house. They’ve grown up knowing that chores were more important and 
came before play. They each have fed on their own on cold wintery nights where it 
wasn’t fit to be outside, and when the humidity was so thick you were sopping wet 
from sweat. They’ve scooped manure, carried 50 pound bags of feed, lifted bales of hay 
onto wagons and cleaned out stalls many times. They’ve trudged through mud losing 
their barn boots in the process and checked on animals in the middle of the night, 
sometimes sleeping in a lawn chair while waiting for a sow to have her piglets. 

Now, don’t get me wrong, there have been times when we’ve had to have a sit-down 
discussion with them to let them know the importance of responsible ownership. 
Sometimes the threat of selling their animals was motivation enough to get them back 
on the right track and remind them of the rewards in the end.

When our children were raising 4-H animals, they were allowed to sell one of their 
animals at the fair auction and that money helped them buy their first car. I’m so very 
proud of our children and grandkids for listening, watching and discovering what 
hard work means and the benefits from it. 

© 2026 Tammy Page. Tammy Page writes from her family farm in Indiana.
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Golden Autumn’s Gifts	 by Barbara Kalkis

Autumn. At last! I will miss you, Summer, but there’s such relief with Autumn’s 
arrival. Finally, I can accept the fact that the five pounds I promised to shed in May will 
spend the holidays stuck to my hips. That thought frees me to shred my stack of sure-
fire weight-loss tips. Also out: the food journal logging diet victories and confessions 
of eating ice cream swimming in chocolate sauce, walnuts, and whipped cream. 

It’s also time to say goodbye to every summer salad and chilled soup under the sun 
which looks scrumptious in magazines and easy-breezy to prepare. One famous chef 
claimed that she just served salads to guests. Easy-Peasy and everyone loved them. 
Really? Only if I buy ingredients in a bag and dump them all in a salad bowl. Otherwise, 
I must cook and chill the pasta, corn, rice, or potatoes, and spend hours slicing, dicing 
and adding all the other ingredients to make the dinner look effortless, healthy, and 
– bonus! - slimming. I tried that advice, but two hours later I was still hungry and 
needed a snack – like ice cream. I enjoyed the forbidden snack by reassuring myself 
that ice cream provides bone-strengthening healthy calcium, which I noted in my 
food journal.

In Autumn you can stow your trendy charcuterie boards. Like chilled salads and 
soups, they, too, are wearisome. You can pile them high with cheeses, meats and veggies 
that require hours of slicing; add condiments spooned out of jars and placed into cuter 
containers, deli sausages, salamis and cheeses that must be decorated with olives (black 
AND green), cherry tomatoes, pickled onions and, oh, don’t forget the cracker and 
bread assortment. By the time I finished with my one-time only charcuterie board, 
I had loaded three boards and a dozen bowls and was wondering why I just hadn’t 
popped a chicken in the oven with vegetables and called the meal “done”.

Now, at last, it’s Autumn. My favorite season. Wait. I said that about Spring when I 
shook off my winter doldrums; Summer when the fresh market vegetables were really 
fresh; and, flower bouquets were from the garden. Days stretched from early sunrises 
to late sunsets sparkling with firefly dances and starry skies. Now, before the chill of 
Winter, Autumn arrives in brilliant color. Out of the closet come the comfy clothes 
that fit like the summer shorts didn’t. In the kitchen, the microwave goes silent. Heavy 
pans for cooking “serious food” are pulled out of their summer storage in the oven. It’s 
the season to cook. Best of all, it’s time for comfort foods like cookies, pies, and cakes. 

Autumn is the perfect time for everything from meat to vegetables to cookies and 
every kind of dessert. We can practice old recipes and try new ones before the holiday 
season. Magazines, organizations, and even companies enthusiastically support 
cooking. Wisconsin Energy’s Cookie Book has been published continuously since 
1928. Pennsylvania cookbooks feature apple crisp, snickerdoodles and Gobs (or 
whoopie pies). Some states have an official state cookie, pie, or dessert, while provinces 
promote iconic foods associated with a region. Think about the popular foods where 
you live. The foods routinely featured and ordered in a café or restaurant are part of 
a region’s cultural signature. For me, there’s nothing better than sitting down with a 
glass of ice-cold milk, a cookie – or 6! – fresh from the oven and watching the sunset. 
The warmth of something baked in an oven touches the heart in a way that a tossed 
salad or cold salami never can.

©Barbara Kalkis, 2026. Barbara divides her time between writing, teaching and 
consulting. She is a terrible cook but appreciates those home chefs who have perfected 

the art. Reach her at BarbaraKalkis01@gmail.com.
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