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July
1...........................................................Surf’s Up Mystery Begins at Sewlovelee in Irvington (pg. 11)
1-31................. Christmas in July Sales and Classes at Sew Classic Fabrics in Harrisonburg (pg. 5)
3-5...........................................32nd Annual 4th of July Sale at Cottonwood in Charlottesville (pg. 7)
4-Dec 22..............The Stories That Made Virginia Exhibit at Virginia Quilt Museum in Dayton (pg. 6)
8..............................................30th Anniversary Party at Loving Stitches in Fayetteville, NC (pg. 13)
11.................................................................. Lee’s Birthday Sale at Sewlovelee in Irvington (pg. 11)
15-25........Peaks and Pieces Quilt Show at the Public Library in Bedford for Info Call 540-816-8615
20-25................................................................ Christmas in July Sale at Lib’s Place in Rice (pg. 10)
23-25.............................................Chincoteague Island Blueberry Festival in Chincoteague (pg. 14)
25......................................... Christmas in July Open House at Market Bazaar in Midlothian (pg. 11)
30-Sept 6....Delectable Mountains Quilt Show at Morgan Arts Council in Berkeley Springs, WV (pg. 4)

August 
3-6................................................................. Kid’s Sewing Camp at Sewlovelee in Irvington (pg. 11)
21-22.......Tidewater Quilters’ Guild Quilt Show at Bayside Baptist Church in Vriginia Beach (pg. 14)
21-22..........Visit Sarah’s Thimble at Tidewater Quilters’ Guild Quilt Show in Virginia Beach (pg. 14)
21......... Floyd Living Traditions Festival Festival Kick-Off at the Floyd Country Store in Floyd (pg. 9)
22...................................Floyd Living Traditions Festival at Floyd Center for the Arts in Floyd (pg. 9)
28-29............................. Stone House Quilters Quilt Show at Boys & Girls Club in Manassas (pg. 3)

September 
5..............Delectable Mountains Quilt Auction at Historic Star Theater in Berkeley Springs, WV (pg. 4)
19-20...............Dolley Madison Quilters Guild Quilt Show at Prospect Heights MS in Orange (pg. 7)
24-26.....................Original Sewing & Quilt Expo at the Convention Center in Fredericksburg (pg. 3)

October 
1-4..................................................Moo-D for Crafting at Wyndham Garden York in York, PA (pg. 4)
17.............................................Peninsula Piecemakers’ Quilt Symposium in Newport News (pg. 12)
17-18............. Richmond Quilters’ Guild Quilt Show at ACCA Shriner’s Center in Richmond (pg. 11)

January 2027
14-18.... Snow Much Crafting at Comfort Inn Martinsburg-Aikens Center in Martinsburg, WV (pg. 4)
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and 

Amy

Berger’s 
Sewing Machine

9506 Center St. 
Manassas, VA 20110 

(703) 368-7169 
www.bergersewing.com

Store Hours: 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 9:30am - 6pm • Wed 

9:30am - 5pm • Sat 9:30am - 4pm

🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷

www.bergersewing.com

NEW! - Radiance - NEW!Serving Northern Virginia Since 1954!

During your summer travels, stop by a few advertising shops! You never 
know when you might get a minute to find a shop to visit and our publica-
tion can lead the way. You 
can stay out of the heat 
by shopping (in-person or 
online) and support these 
small, local businesses. 
Or another way to beat 
the heat is to make one 
of the projects featured in 
this issue, or work on a project you find at one of our advertisers. 

Please be sure to visit our Facebook page and “Like Us.” From our 
website, you can find links to our advertiser’s web sites, view the cur-
rent shows and events listing, register to win a $25 gift certificate to your 
favorite advertising shop, and more! 

Have fun exploring the shows and shops holding special events that are 
summarized in our Shows & Events Listing – mark your calendar now for 
all these great events! 

Please make a point to let the shop owners know that you saw their ad 
in our publication – it is important. Advertisers want to know that their 
ad in our paper is worthwhile, and they like it when you mention you saw 
their ad. Without the advertisers, our publication would not exist, so they 
need to know the paper is working for them. Also, feel free to pick up 
extra copies of the paper for your friends…. We’d love for you to share it 
with them. 

If you know a shop that should be advertising in the paper, please let us 
know (via email, phone, or mail). We are always looking for new shops to 
add to our list of great advertisers.

Christmas is coming (yes, really)! It is less than 6 months away. Why 
not start your shopping now and stash away a few gifts so you are ahead 
of the game come December?! Many shops have Christmas in July sales, 
summer sales, etc., etc. Take advantage of those events to make early 
progress on your holiday shopping. Just make a list of what you purchased 
and where you stashed it for safe keeping.

Grace is staying busy with an internship this summer at a PR firm in At-
lanta. She starts her senior year at UGA in August! Rachel is coming home 
for a visit in July. She has had a very busy summer with several trips, 
regular work and OT work. 

We wish you a wonderful, relaxing, safe SHOPPING summer!

Shows & Events

Are you organizing a local arts,  
crafts, quilt or antique show this Fall?

Need exhibitors and crafters?
Need to tell shoppers about the event?

FALL SEPT/OCT DEADLINE: AUG 1ST

TheRegisterWeb.com

Then use The Virginia Register 
to get your message out!

If your event is before Nov. 15, be sure to 
advertise in the Sept/Oct issue so our readers 

have time to plan to attend!

1-866-

825-9217

Sept. 24, 25 & 26, 2026
Fredericksburg Convention Center
Fredericksburg, VA

® ®

Classes

Shopping

Fashion

Presentations

Make-it Take-its

Quilt displays

sewingexpo.com

What will you           today?

Antiques 
Theme 

Issue

BE SURE TO

THEY MAKE THIS PAPER POSSIBLE

Thank the Advertisers
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Edinburg, Strasburg, Timberville, Winchester plus
Berkeley Springs, Martinsburg - WV and York - PA

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - 540.667.3444 -
7 N LOUDOUN ST

WWW.WINCHESTERBOOKGALLERY.COM

5199 John Marshall Hwy.
Strasburg, VA 22657

540-465-2729
www.woodbinefarmmarket.com

Farm Market offering the BEST &
FRESHEST products available!

25+ Varieties of Apples • Fresh Baked Goods
Seasonal Fruit & Veggies • Jams & Preserves
Breads • Local Honey, Butter & Maple Syrup 

Herbs • Planters • Wine • Local CheeseOpen 7 Days a Week!
9 AM - 6 PM

Bring the family 
and spend the 
day with us!

Open 7 Days a Week!
Celebrating 20th Anniversary!

Delectable Mountains
2026 Quilt Show

July 30th-Sept.6th
at the

Morgan Arts
Council (MAC)

Independence & Mercer Streets
Berkeley Springs, WV.

"It's A Celebration"

This year's proceeds will benefit the
Senior life services

Morgan County W.V.

Bidder registration will open at
12:00 noon

Live bidding will start at 2:00 pm.

The Historic Star Theater
Bwerkeley Springs WV

These unique 36-inch square wall
quilts

are placed in the windows of
stores, shops,and businesses in and

around Berkeley Springs in early
July.

This program runs in conjunction
with the Quilt Show at the

(MAC) Ice House.
Come join in the fun.

Delectable Mountains
Quilt Auction 2026

September 5th 2026
(Saturday) 2:00pm

Shop Ragtime Fabrics for a unique selection of: 
Garment Fabrics - Home Decor Fabrics & Trims 

Quilting Cottons - Trims & Ribbons
Buttons & Sewing Notions - And SEW much more!

Buy a Baby Lock Sewing, Embroidery, Serging, or 
Quilting Machine from us and we’ll include:

Free owner’s lessons, 25% off Baby Lock accessories, 
25% off store shopping spree, and more!

Shop Ragtime Fabrics for a unique selection of: 
Garment Fabrics - Home Decor Fabrics & Trims 

Quilting Cottons - Trims & Ribbons
Buttons & Sewing Notions - And SEW much more!

926 W. Market St. 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

540-434-5663
   www.ragtime-fabrics.com

Mon-Wed: 10-4
Thur: 10-7   Fri-Sat: 10-4

Nothing Beats the Heat 
Like Our Summer Deals!

Harrisonburg

Weeding the Summer Garden
by Kerri Habben Bosman

I weeded our garden this summer morning before the swelter of the day snuck in. I 
worked beneath a nicely overcast sky, surrounded by a quiet breeze with the slightest 
hint of rain in it.  I migrated from garden bed to garden bed, welcoming each arriving 
thought as I listened to the world breathe.

I talked to the tomatoes and smiled at the watermelon. I checked the cucumber 
plants, happy to see that more were growing after yesterday’s harvest. I shook my 
head at the plethora of mint, swiping my hand across it to bring forth its aroma. I 
pondered the tiny purple flowers on the thyme. I transplanted seven pepper plants to 
a better spot, silently apologizing as I uprooted them. I secured them gently but firmly 
into their new place, and watered them right away with a promise to come back soon. 

My husband, Wayne, says it is an act of faith to plant a garden. Each winter as 
our seedlings sit in the front window, we eagerly await each new stage of  their 
development.  We plant dormant seeds with prayerful hopes, hoping that our care, 
their environment, and uncontrolled circumstance will support their growth into the 
best plant they can be. We rejoice from the first tendrils to the last vegetable or flower 
when autumn is coming upon us.  We clear out for the last months of the year and 
wait to start all over again.

Much of  our summer garden began on a winter’s day in January when I brought out 
all the seeds we’d saved from last year.  Zinnias, marigolds, peppers, and tomatoes. The 
beans, carrots, sugar snap peas we had to buy. And of course, I bought plants. Except 
for spoiling grandchildren, we are frugal. With Scottish and German backgrounds 
between us, we cannot escape it. However, putting me in a plant nursery in late April 
with a credit card is possibly more dangerous than sending a shopaholic to the mall. 
Thankfully I have a lot of willpower, but often something beautiful and new to me 
simply jumps into my cart. 

We bought our cucumber plants from our 16 year-old-grandson, Hunter. He grew 
them in his high school horticulture class, and then they had a plant sale. Cucumbers 
don’t always grow well here at the coast.  Because he planted the seeds and nurtured 
them, we especially wanted them to bear fruit. Even if it was just one cucumber, his 
efforts would be a success. We are grateful to be enjoying many a cucumber salad.

And, like I said at the beginning of this article, I plucked out the ever-tenacious 
“Pflanzeichwillnichtus.” (This is my very own botanical name for a weed. It is 
a combination of German and Latin, meaning “plant that I do not want.”) Along 
the way, I made mental notes as to how the plants I do want are growing, 
deadheading as I go.  I find a bit of irony in weeding-as I meticulously cull a 
concentrated area, I am also focusing on the entire garden.  I feel the surrounding 
beauty and the grace of being alive. This creates a precious cohesion, an acceptance 
of all that is and all that is not.  

Our garden of life these last few years has been partially fertilized by loss and 
sorrow. They churned up the soil of who we are, and these emotions are still breaking 
down into nutrients that will somehow serve us. Yet, through it all, we resettled our 
roots, trusting the journey in this strange soil, and we were given enough water and 
enough light to grow into a new season.  

Now, I must go to check the transplanted peppers, smile at the cucumber plants, 
and pause gratefully at the tender, tiny flowers of t hyme.

Kerri Habben Bosman is a writer living in Cape Carteret, NC.

KISSed Quilts
Take a Ride Into the Countryside       by Marlene Oddie

For over a decade I have been designing quilts with Island Batik fabrics. They are 
now a division of  Lumin Fabrics and I’m honored that they asked if  I’d put my name 
to one of  the fabric collections designed by Jerry Khiev. I selected this beautiful blue 
and yellow collection – Countryside Charm – as my first Signature Collection.

Various values of  blue and yellow create a pleasing pallette that is just happy! The 
motifs are a variety of  floral patterns, leaves and small petal shapes.

I’ve designed four primary patterns and a couple of  them have bonus designs 
included.

Angled Shadows – you may recognize the block 
that I designed last year as part of  our All Pacific 
Northwest Shop Hop event. This version of  it 
doesn’t include any sashings and has a consistent 
background throughout the quilt. This is easily 
constructed when using AnglePlay® templates for 
the half  rectangle triangles. Having angled shadows 
is something new to our industry! Enjoy the 3-d 
effect.

Honeycomb – 
Used my newly 
designed Half  
Hexi template, 
that maximizes 
the use of  a 10” 
square and can cut a half  or whole hexi, the setting 
elements and corners, to make this quilt. The 
template has holes where the ¼” intersections are 
to help facilitate marking your seam start and stop 
points. Bonus: Make a simple wallhanging with 
your favorite fabrics. This concept could be used 
with any collection.

S i n t r a 
Entrada – 

This one may be familiar, but looks quite different 
than one you might have seen a few years ago. 
This is because I’m using a light medium value 
blue consistently for the vertical rectangle 
instead of  a darker value. This may look difficult 
to construct but uses strata techniques to make 
it simple. This tile pattern can be found at the 
entrance of  Sintra Palace in Portugal. I’ve chosen 
to color it quite differently.

Hearts-
a-Bloom – 
Using the 
c o r n e r -
to-corner 
technique you’ll get bonus half  square triangles. 
So I used them in a bonus design—Windy 
Pinwheels. You 
could also just 
make one block 
set and frame it 
as a wallhanging.

These fabrics, 
templates and 
patterns are 
shipping to your 
local quilt shop 
now. If  you 
need patterns, 
templates, fabrics and/or kits—please ask!

Marlene Oddie, of  Grand Coulee, WA, is an engineer by 
training, a project manager by profession, and a quilter by passion. 
At her quilt shop, KISSed Quilts, she quilts for hire on a Gammill 
Optimum Plus and especially enjoys designing quilts and helping 
create meaningful keepsakes. Fabrics, patterns, kits, and templates 
are available at kissedquilts.com. Follow Marlene’s adventures on 
Facebook and Instagram.

221 Market St • Newport, PA 17074

Country Paper
Crafting & More
Country Paper
Crafting & More

Upcoming Events
Would your group  

or guild like to receive 
FREE COPIES of each issue 
of The Virginia Register?

Just send an email to 
ads@TheRegisterWeb.com
or call 1-866-825-9217

Let us know how many copies  
(25 minimum)  

and a street shipping address.
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Luana Rubin,
Assateague Pony at Sunrise

Barbara Brummond,
McAfee Knob

ON DISPLAY: JULY 4 – DECEMBER 22

THE STORIES 
THAT MADE VIRGINIA
An extraordinary exhibition celebrating the people, 
places, events, & ideas that shaped the Commonwealth.

vaquiltmuseum.org

2328 Silver Lake Rd • Dayton, VA
(540) 433-3818

Open: Tue. - Sat. from 10 AM - 4 PM

• 9,000 Square Feet
• 6,000 Bolts of Fabric
• Low Prices on Pre-cuts
• Great Selection of Kits
• Large Selection of Batiks

• Top Quality Fabrics
• Notions, Books, Patterns
• Machines & Accessories
• Long Arm Machines and Accessories
• On-Site, Experienced Repair Technician

17 Killdeer Lane • Dayton, VA
540-879-2505 • Mon–Sat 10am–4pm

Closed July 4 and Closed to general public July 11 
for annual invitation only Charming C� tomer Party

www.patchworkplus-quilting.com

The largest quilt shop
in Virginia!
Online Sales

Servicing Machines

Dayton, Hood Charlottesville, Orange, Stuarts Draft, Waynesboro 

• Over 6,000 Bolts of
Quality Quilting Fabrics

• Embroidery &
Quilting Supplies

• Machine Service  • Classes

Shop ANYTIME at
co� onwoodquiltshop.com

Gi�  Cards Available Online

Meadowbrook Shopping Centre
 2035 Barracks Rd., Charlo� esville, VA  22903

Mon-Fri 10-5, Sat 10-4, Sun 12-4
Closed Father’s Day

434-244-9975

Proudly Serving Quilters, Since 1995

• Over 6,000 Bolts of

Authorized

DealerDealer

Don’t Miss One of Our 
Biggest Sales of the Year!

32nd Annual 4th of July Sale
July 3, 4 & 5th

CROSS STITCH STATION
The Shenandoah Valley’S only CompleTe 

CounTed CroSS STiTCh Shop!

520-D W Broad St
Waynesboro, VA 22980

We gladly mail-order. (540) 943-7742
Tues-Fri 10-5; Sat 10-4; Closed Sun-Mon
E-mail: crosstitch_adelphia1@comcast.net

Large Selection of Samplers, Books and Leaflets
  Larger selection of Punch Needle and accessories  

Vast selection of hand-dyed Thread, Linens, Evenweaves, & Aida    

David and Grace 
on a recent trip to 

Peru. 

Win A $25 Gift Certificate 
We give away a $25 Gift Certificate each issue to redeem at a local advertiser’s shop!  

You can register online at www.theregisterweb.com with the link  
“Register to Win” or complete the form (photocopy is acceptable) and mail to:  

P.O. Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028. Please also include a favorite recipe,  
quote, tip or a craft project you want to share with other readers.

The drawing will be made prior to the next issue. The winner will be emailed 
information on redeeming their certificate and also announced in the next issue.  

Note: We do not place your information on any mailing list.

And the Winner is...And the Winner is...
Our winner from last issue is Barbara Krupp. 

Barbara selected Patchwork Plus in Dayton as her favorite 
shop. She enjoys the shop because the “large selection.” 

Congratulations Barbara. 

The Virginia Register Gift Certificate Entry Form
ALL ITEMS MUST BE COMPLETED TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE PRIZE DRAWING

Name________________________________________________________________________
Street___________________________ City___________________State_____ Zip_ __________
Phone_ _________________________________ Email_________________________________
My favorite advertiser in this issue is:________________________________________________
I enjoy visiting this shop because:__________________________________________________
Please tell us about a local business you’d like to see advertising in The Virginia Register.
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

About the Cover Artist
PamBritton

Pam Britton was born in Colorado and moved all over 
the country on her parents’ whims. Having lived in Florida, 

Arizona and Hawaii, the family finally settled in Texas 
where Pam met her husband, Ken.

A childhood full of drawing led Pam to enter a technical high 
school where she enrolled in commercial art classes. After graduation life took her in 
a different direction and it wasn’t until the 1990s that she finally settled into working 
as an artist. Initially a craft painter, Pam’s artwork would adorn muslin pillows and 
wooden accent pieces. As her work evolved she was bitten by the New England bug, 
a painting style she’s happily adopted.

After spending a few years vacationing in New England she and Ken decided to take a leap and move to 
the northern coast of Maine (known as Downeast Maine). Far removed from the sophistication and tourist 
crowds of southern Maine, Britton is surrounded by good neighbors and unspoiled, natural terrain. This beau-
tiful backdrop inspires her artwork, which has been well received by the local community. Pam often pays 
tribute to specific local landmarks in her work and has even been commissioned to create a sign for her town.

Britton says, “I have to credit my mother and my husband, to whom I’ve been happily married 40 years, 
for giving me the encouragement and advice and downright physical help to succeed over the years.”

In summer of 2012 Pam and her husband decided to return to Texas, settling in the little town of Lometa on 
the western edge of the Hill Country.  It was a move for a warmer climate once again, but also the prospects 
of new inspirations for artwork in the Lone Star State.

To view Pam’s art prints, go to www.PennyLanePublishing.com  
or call Penny Lane Publishing at 800-273-5263 for more information.  

Proud family owned business!

1445 Wolftown Hood Rd.
Hood, VA  22723

540-948-1920

Wed-Sat 10-5   Sun 12-4

America The Great   by Janet Young

As we enter the 250th Anniversary of  our nation, let us be ever mindful of  the 
impact the signing of  the Declaration of  Independence signifies.

Signed in 1776 in Philadelphia Pennsylvania, this document shaped the future of  our 
country as it stated that all people are created equal, and are empowered by unalienable 
rights, to which we adhere to this day. Through this document our freedoms were 
granted. The establishment of  this nation was built on God-fearing men, who wanted 
to escape Britain’s religious persecution, taxes, and social constraints.

Many believed that the Hand of  God enabled them to win the wars. In fact, the 
reference to God’s Hands is a symbol of  peace, strength, and the ability to see His 
influence in all things. For example, when George Washington was preparing for 
battle, fog appeared overnight which enabled Washington and his troops to escape.  
Abraham Lincoln referencing “this Nation under God,” encouraged the people to 
fast and pray for this country, which further supports the idea of  divine guidance.  
Another example that these men saw The Hand of  God in establishing this nation, 
was their commitment to putting “In God We Trust” on our currency. Many examples 
show that these men clearly felt God’s Providence was upon them.   

Just as the men and women of  yesterday, fought for our freedom; so too, our brave 
men and women of  today are fighting to keep our nation safe and free.  Let’s not 
destroy that which we have fought for so hard these many years. 

There is no question the United States of  America is by far the greatest country 
ever.  Let us not destroy it from within.  We reap what we sow.  So tonight, when 
you put your head on your pillow, I trust that you will thank God for this country 
and pray that as a nation we will come back to Him. For our country was built on 
Godly principles.  If  we turn our backs on God, He will let us go on our narrow ways. 
Remember America is the greatest country ever born, let us not destroy it.

Happy 250th America!
© Janet Young is a Certified Tea and Etiquette Consultant,  Co-Founder of  Mid-Atlantic Tea 

Business Association, and prior owner of  Over The Teacup

VirginiaVirginia

540-943-8408540-943-8408540-943-8408540-943-8408540-943-8408
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Blacksburg, Boones Mill, Fairlawn, Moneta

COUNTRY 
STORE

2699 Jubal Early Highway
Boones Mill, VA 24065

3 miles North of Burnt Chimney
540-721-2478

Family owned and 
operated since

1975
HOMEMADE BAKERY • FABRIC STORE • UNIQUE GIFT ITEMS

Hours: Tues–Sat 9:30am–5:30pm
Friday night until 7pm

A true Country Store featuring 
local crafters and products with 
an on-site bakery.
• Locally made outdoor furniture: many styles
 and colors to choose from
• New quilting cottons & batiks
• Large selection of 108” quilt backing at 
 great prices
• 1,000 + bolts of fabric, 

including 45” batiks
• Visit our baked goods 

section for truly home-made 
goodness from our full-line bakery & ready-
made dinners kitchen

Stop in for a 
visit back in 

time!

Sewing machines, sergers & embroidery machines and service
7327 Peppers Ferry Blvd. • Fairlawn, VA 24141

540-639-1138 • www.sewbiz.com 
Mon–Fri 10am–6pm • Sat 10am–5pm • Sun Closed

Quilting fabrics and tools  
Authorized BERNINA Dealer

Threads & notions, yarn, knitting, 
crocheting and cross stitch supplies

Authorized Accuquilt Dealer

Computerized Longarm Quilter 
serving the NRV 
for over 11 years!

• Thousands of patterns from 
          which to choose
• Hundreds of thread options 
• Binding services
• T-shirt and memory quilts

2427 Backwoods Lane
Blacksburg, VA  24060
540-239-9429

Open by appointment only
whiteravenquilts.com

Floyd, Galax, Stuart, Wytheville

1480 E Main St. Ste #701  •  Wytheville, VA
Mon-Sat 10-6  •  276-613-7818

      Buttons & Brushes, LLC

Welcome to Our 
Unique Fabric 

&  Crafts Store!
Quilting FabricsQuilting Fabrics
Notions     YarnsNotions     Yarns

Needle CraftsNeedle Crafts
Paper CraftingPaper Crafting

Decorative PaintingDecorative Painting

225 S. Main St. • Galax, VA • Tues-Sat 9-5 • 276-601-2345225 S. Main St. • Galax, VA • Tues-Sat 9-5 • 276-601-2345

Fabric, Notions, 
Books, Patterns, 
Classes, Sewing 

Machine Repair &
Juki Sewing Machines

Shop anytime at www.quiltsonmain.com

@2quirkyquilters

Full Service Quilting & Fabric Store!

Batiks Cottons Patterns Kits Notions Precuts Classes & Retreats
Judy Niemeyer Certified Shop  Jacqueline DeJonge Classes

Every Hoffman Batik & the best of 14 other companies!
Subscribe to our newsletter for a special every week

Friendly, prompt, secure Online ordering
                                       

                                                                                                                                       NEW Hours: Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm

www.batiks.com

460 E Main St. Wytheville, VA  24382
276-228-6400  www.batiks.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND WORKSHOP SCHEDULE: FLOYDARTCENTER.ORG

Saturday,  August  22,  2026 •  10 AM -  5  PM
Floyd Center for the Arts • 220 Parkway Ln S,  Floyd, VA

Presented By In Partnership With

MUSIC • EXHIBITS • DEMOS • KIDS CRAFTS • WORKSHOPSMUSIC • EXHIBITS • DEMOS • KIDS CRAFTS • WORKSHOPS
VENDORS • FOOD • RAIN OR SHINE • FREE ADMISSION  VENDORS • FOOD • RAIN OR SHINE • FREE ADMISSION  

Festival Kick-Off at the Floyd Country Store
Friday Night Jamboree • August 21, 5:30 PM

Fine Art Connoisseur

LIVING
TRADITIONS
FESTIVAL

LIVING
TRADITIONS
FESTIVAL

FLOYD

AUGUST 22

Those Were The Days! by Jay Mark

Advertising in Song
In this day and age of  instant communication, radio & TV, internet, social media 

and the like, it is a challenge to think back to a time when none of  these existed. 
Radio, the first mass communication medium didn’t emerge until the 2nd quarter of  
the 20th century. 

Magazines and newspapers were the primary source of  news and information…
albeit delayed.

The telephone, patented in 1876, allowed person-to-person communication. A year 
later, Thomas Edison introduced the phonograph. For the first time people could 
hear recordings of  voices and music.

Until then, music and performances could only be heard live. That’s why the 
piano was the most popular instrument in the American home. It was the family’s 
entertainment medium. To keep up with the latest songs and music, the sheet music 
industry exploded in the 19th century. The industry changed from simple covers to 
colorful, eye-catching covers to lure customers into making a purchase.

Sheet music (initially called “music sheets”) in itself  offered opportunities to publish 
historic classical scores and other instrumental music. But the medium soon opened 
up to song sheets that could tell stories of  love and romance, humorous experiences, 
travels and news events like in “The Wreck of  the Titanic.” Anything a composer 
could come up with. 

As aviation emerged, it was quickly covered in sheet music – Come Josephine in My 
Flying Machine, Come Take A Trip In My Airship and Lucky Lindy amongst countless 
others. 

All this got me wondering what mediums did companies use to promote their 
products in the late 19th and early 20th centuries? It turned out sheet music was an 
ideal way for advertisers to get their messages and products out to the masses.

With the emergence of  the automobile, dozens of  promotional pieces were 
published. Songs like In My Merry Oldsmobile, My Little Ford Rambled Along, Take Me on 
a Buick Honeymoon. Countless other manufacturers whose life spans were pretty short 
are immortalized in sheet music. The Jitney Bus, Mack’s Swell Car Was A Maxwell and A 
Jolly Ride in a Glide.

Food and beverage products were another area in which themed sheet music 
proliferated. Songs like Heinz is Pickled Again, Under the Anheuser Bush, Rum and Coca 
Cola, I’m Just Wild About Animal Crackers. Well, you get the idea.

The beauty of  old sheet music is that because of  a plethora of  subjects and themes, 
there is virtually nothing that one can’t find of  interest. I’ve found that amongst the 
many things I collect, I probably have more sheet music than any other thing. Pick 
the subject and there are enough to satisfy a collector’s desire to accumulate. Some of  
my areas of  interest include Rags, railroads, aviation, Black Americana, jazz, sports, 
musical instruments, songs about cities and states, just to name a few. 

But for me, I am most interested in advertising sheet music. Not only for their 
colorful, imaginative covers, but how they address their products in lyrics. My holy 
grail is a piece of  music called “Signs We See As We Pass Along.” Published in 1904, 
it is an early critique of  the pervasiveness of  advertising. A train passing through a 
tranquil countryside assaults passengers with 40 products on billboards, signs and 
painted barn sides. 

For more information about that intriguing song, see my article in the May-June 
2017 Antique Register.

The great thing about sheet music collecting is that they don’t have to be just stored 
in albums. In fact, they serve as ideal framed decor. They are easy to display. And they 
are frequent conversation starters. 

A Good Read: Few books have been published of  late about the history of  sheet 
music. Some information can be gained from “Old Sheet Music: A pictorial history” by 
Marian Klamkin (1975); “Victorian Sheet Music Covers” by Ronald Pearsall (1972); “Rare 
19th Century Large Music Sheets,” and “The Sheet Music Reference and Price Guide” (1992).

Value: The beauty of  collecting sheet music is there is something for everyone. 
Many pieces are valued at under $5. Others can be purchased for less than $25. For 
some of  the most desirable pieces such as those mentioned in this article can go 
far north of  $100. Remember, condition is one of  the most significant factors in 
evaluating the value of  sheet music.

Start collecting sheet music, and people will “sing” praise to your unique eye and 
ear.

© 2026. Virtually an antique himself, or maybe a “collectible,” Jay Mark, has more than a 
half-century experience in the antiques business. He owns Those Were The Days!, an online 

specialty bookstore. A recognized historian, he also teaches, lectures and writes about antiques 
and history. Reach him at jaymarkhistorian@gmail.com.    

Cowgirl Poet, Quilter, Entertainer 
            Yvonne Hollenbeck 

 

Old Eagle Eye
He can tell if  a heifer is starting to calve, I swear from a mile away, 

and see if  he needs to go pull the calf  by just simply looking that way.  
He can see if  a windmill is working or not from his horse on a faraway hill, 

and tell what direction the wind’s coming from by watching the tail on the mill.  
He knows if  a coyote or badger is near by watching the tracks in the sand, 

and see if  a staple is loose from a post on the fence that encircles his land.  
He’s got eyes like an eagle for finding new calves their mamas have hidden all snug; 

so why can’t he see the mud on his boots that he’s tracking all over my rug?

Writing From Life 
by Jeanette Lukowski  

           Crafting is         
 
Fun! Individualized. Customizable. Approachable? Available to everyone!   

Different for each one of us.  
Yes, I was brainstorming all of the different words to finish the title with, when 

I realized I didn’t want to limit the focus of our exploration.  
My craft is quilting. Talking with a quilting friend the other day, she shared 

pictures of a quilt top she had been working on—but was planning to take apart 
in order to make improvements. “I can do better,” she explained.  

Her comment lingered. Of course she can do better! I’ve seen her skill. I’m 
also eager to see how she re-designs the quilt top.  

Walking my apartment building’s hallways, I see varieties of paintings on both 
canvas and wooden boards, I see embroidery, I see beads which were arranged 
then fused together with heat; in town, I have seen classic car touring groups in 
parking lots, where car owners visit with others about the cars they have restored; 
I walk into the public library, and see posters about upcoming crafting classes; I 
open my mailbox and see the community education mailing about crafting 
classes available to residents throughout the year.  

All of these crafting opportunities, available to anyone who is interested, are 
just a sampling, of course. Unlike formal school courses, however, there aren’t 
grades assigned to the crafts we create. Oh, sure, there are contests and com-
petitions any of us can pursue if we are interested—but we don’t have to. I, for 
instance, tend to make things which interest me. A flannel quilt for a new baby 
or friend who lives in colder climates; a quilted table runner for a wedding gift; 

a quilted door hanging to celebrate the seasons; 
quilted placemats, quilted picnic “blankets,” quilted  
wall hangings…even a quilt to record the daily high 
temperature for the first year in a new town.  

Might I now add to my earlier list of adjectives? 
Crafting is invigorating, as it provides me with a sense 

of freedom like no other activity, and it’s… 
Okay, it’s not necessarily free. But freeing? Yes!! Liberating.  
There have been a number of times I thought about ways to make an income 

from my crafting. Unlike when I first started sewing, technology has created so 
many ways for crafters to monetize their skills—to share a new bit of knowledge, 
insight, even their thoughts or skills with people well beyond their geography. 
(This very publication, for instance, provides a platform from which to share 
thoughts, ideas, and information.) Every time I think about it, though, I come 
back to the same conclusion: I love crafting because I don’t have to care about 
the critics. Instead, I get to do absolutely only what intrigues me, tickles me, or 
draws me to it out of curiosity. Granted, I don’t get a raise or promotion like a 
job might provide, but I also don’t fear being fired—or encouraged to retire.  

Crafting supports autonomy, allowing each of us to choose our own path!   
© Jeanette Lukowski 2026. Jeanette is a mother, grandmother, teacher, and author who lives in Alexandria, 

MN. She is inspired by the lives of strong women. Her email address is: writingfromlife@yahoo.com

Order Yvonne’s new book, “A Stitch in Rhyme” at 
www.yvonnehollenbeck.com — just $15 + $3.50 postage.  

 
© Yvonne Hollenbeck; 2025  

Yvonne Hollenbeck, from Clearfield, SD,  performs her original poetry throughout the United States, capti-
vating audiences in her wake.  She is one of the most published cowgirl poets in the West and is not only a 

popular banquet and civic entertainer, but also co-writes songs with many western entertainers. Yvonne 
also pens a weekly column in the “Farmer-Rancher Exchange” and writes articles about life in rural America 

in various publications throughout the West. For more information, visit 
https://www.yvonnehollenbeck.com

Become Inspired! 
by Annice Bradley Rockwell  

Spectacular Summer Luxuries 
 
The warm, hazy months of summer are some of 

the most anticipated ones of the year. With more 
daylight hours to enjoy, we can take delight in out-
ings with family and friends that are relaxing, sponta-
neous and fun. To celebrate the season of summer, 
taking in the sights and sounds of a traditional Main 
Street parade is one of the inspiring luxuries of a 
country life. Streets lined with vibrant American flags 
are also filled with people young and old ready to 
share in a celebration of freedom. Groups of proud, 
uniformed Veterans are joined by the hometown Lit-
tle League teams, Girl Scouts and local Fife and 
Drum Corps. Huge American flags wave beautifully 
in the summer breeze as the symbolic sound of can-
non fire hearkens back to days of the past. Small children waving petite flags of 
glory are filled with wonder as their very own American town comes together in 
moments of unity and collective joy. 

                                                                            Quaint Coastal Towns  
Quaint coastal towns are fully alive and bustling on these warm summer 

days. Boutique shop doors are wide open to welcome eager buyers to sample 
their wares and to see the latest summer displays of seascape paintings, hand-
crafted jewelry of colorful sea glass and hand-stretched saltwater taffy. 

Ice cream shops stay open extra late to catch the attention of the spectators 
who enjoyed a band concert by boat at the white town gazebo. A fireworks dis-
play once all is pitch black is a special grand finale on a day well-spent with 
friends. Unexpected precious moments of solitude also tend to greet us more 
frequently on these long, summer days. We might finally have time to enjoy a 
long morning walk into town, taking in all of the sights and sounds of summer. 
Passing by Middle Cove we see all the boats docked in the snug harbor ready 
for the day. Cozy restaurants are getting ready to welcome out-of-town guests 
who will undoubtedly want to return. And the local historical society is advertis-
ing a “Plein Air” event that catches your interest as a perfect summer afternoon 
activity with a best friend to try your hand at watercolor painting. 

                                                          In Full Bloom 
Summer provides us with the perfect opportunities to indulge in newfound 

joys. We will often have time to practice and refine a recently acquired soulful 
skill. Without a doubt, the long-anticipated season of summer is one to be treas-
ured. It is when nature’s beauty is in its fullest bloom—and usually so are we. 
So, this summer embrace the happiness that this special season affords. Rec-
ognize nature’s powerful proclamation of pride. And as you see the splendor in 
its full glory, you may begin to see it reflected beautifully within.  

Annice Bradley Rockwell is an educator and owner of Pomfret Antiques  
She is currently working on her book, New England Girl  NewEnglandGirl2012@hotmail com 

Sorting Stash Summer by Janet M. Bair

This April I was fortunate to attend the AQS (American Quilter’s Society) show in 
Hartford, CT.  Since it was only an hour away, many from our quilt guild attended. 
It was certainly much closer than going to Paducah, Kentucky for their main show.

 Seeing the amazing craftsmanship of  quilters from all over the world was inspiring 
and intimidating.  I could only imagine the thousands of hours that went into some 
of the stunning quilts.  The “art quilts” that show a picture very close to a photograph 
amaze me.  My friends and I were there for seven hours and we still didn’t see 
everything.  With over 100 vendors, it was hard to choose what to buy.  I restrained 
myself  and only bought ten fat quarters from out-of-state shops.

The following weekend was our own guild quilt show sponsored by the 150 
members. I was very happy to see my first queen size quilt “Seaside Dreams” on 
display. Two years ago when I first walked into Colchester Mill Fabrics, I fell in love 
with several turquoise seashell prints.  After I walked around the whole store which 
has amazing selections, I went back to the first bolts of beachy themed fabric and 
created my quilt from them.  While I can’t swim all year round in New England, I can 
dream about the beach while sleeping under my quilt.

 At our show, there were four quilt shops selling fabric. I selected a fat quarter 
bundle of five coordinating beachy fabrics, plus an unusual piece of batik that I 
couldn’t resist.  Oh, and I bought a fat quarter of donut fabric for a doll’s dress. Our 
guild sold a lovely variety of handmade items besides “mystery bags” of fabric.  I just 
had to buy two of  those.  

April turned into May and at our last guild meeting, they held a huge sale of  donated 
fabric for $5 a bag.  The collected money went towards purchasing child oriented 
prints for our Comfort Quilts that we donate to the Hole in the Wall Gang Camp. 
Of  course, I stuffed a bag.

The following week, I went to a Quilt Auction where you bid on baskets of fabric.  
The competition was fierce but I managed to win the bid for one basket.  There were 
150 baskets of fabric to bid on but the prices quickly went up higher than I wanted to 
spend.  But it was a fun event.

This is going to be a stash sorting summer, as I lay fabric out on the two spare beds, 
the card table, and the rug, looking to see what pieces will go together and trying to 
decide what I am going to make.  For starters, I was able to already sew a quilt top 
from a jungle print with borders of  green, grey and a bright yellow. 

 I usually have between 5-10 projects that I am working on at once.  The piece of 
“glow in the dark” fabric I bought at AQS will make a cute pair of doll pants for 
my granddaughter.  Several other doll dresses are in the works plus two requests for 
aprons.

 I’m trying out various star designs using patriotic fabric for a wall hanging.  The 
fat quarters I bought for this project are:  white background with red stars, navy 
background with a 1776 drum print and a pale blue with a ring of small white stars 
print.  I am still working out the sizing of  my wall hanging.

My fabric stash is not very large compared to other quilters. Most of my past 
sewing was clothing which left very few scraps and in 2020 I managed to sew every 
spare piece of fabric I owned, when we couldn’t go shopping.  I want to be a good 
steward of  my resources and to use up the fabric I’ve already acquired in the past 
four years of quilting.  One of my goals is to start cutting three inch strips to make 
a “scrappy” quilt.  I have plenty of blue fabrics and my leftover pieces of yellow will 
coordinate well, along with green accents.

It’s a lot faster to buy material than to sew it!  Hopefully, I can sit outside and 
do some sorting and organizing this summer.  What are your fabric plans for the 
summer?  Whether they are big or small plans, I wish you a Happy Fourth of July and 
a super summer!

© Janet M. Bair of  Ansonia, CT. You may contact her at librarybair@hotmail.com

Machine Embroidery • T-Shirt Printing 
Fabric • Notions • Gi�  Ideas
Longarm Quilting Services

Classes • Gi�  Certifi cates Available

13310 Booker T Washington Hwy.
Moneta, VA 24121

www.csthreadz.com     540-565-0288
Mon-Fri 10-5   Sat 10-2

220 N. Locust St.  Floyd, Va, 24091
540-745-4561

Schoolhouse
FabricsFabrics

A Sewing Paradise__ est. 1971 __

� ree Floors
� lled with

FABRICS!
Quilting • Drapery
Fashions • Formals

Notions
Craft Supplies

Upholstery & More!

                                                              

107 N Main St
Stuart, VA 

24171
276-694-3020

Hours:
Mon-Fri:  10 – 5   

Sat: 10 – 2  

www.quiltedcol.weebly.com

The Virgina Register!
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Crewe, Lynchburg, Rice

Your place in the country for crafts with over 3,000 bolts of quality fabric, 
notions, yarn, and needlework.

We have classes in quilting, needlework and more.

23147 Prince Edward Hwy • Rice, VA 23966 • On Rt 460, 5 miles east of Farmville
libsplace1@yahoo.com • www.libsplace.com • Find “Lib’s Place” on Facebook

Mon–Thur 10am–5pm • Fri–Sat 10am–3pm  • 434-392-5427

Christmas in July Sale 
July 20-25

30% OFF Fall, Christmas and Winter Fabric

Lib’s Place

Over 3,500 Bolts of Quilting FabricOver 3,500 Bolts of Quilting Fabric
Trains, Signature GO Dealer, Batiks, Civil War Reproduction, Stripes & more!Trains, Signature GO Dealer, Batiks, Civil War Reproduction, Stripes & more!

Come join our Accu-Go Club ~ 1st Saturday of the month 10amCome join our Accu-Go Club ~ 1st Saturday of the month 10am

Rose Patch CreationsRose Patch Creations
Unique Quilt and Gift Shoppe

125 West Carolina Ave. • Crewe, VA • 434-645-7780
www.rosepatchcreations.com • rosepatchcreations@earthlink.net

shoppe hours
Tues - Fri 11–4:30 • Sat  9–1 

Need us to open early or stay late, give us a call.

Plan to attend ourPlan to attend our
19th Anniversary Sale19th Anniversary Sale

to be held in Nov., 2026to be held in Nov., 2026

Services Available:Services Available:
Singer Featherweight Repair & Sales

Accuquilt GO! Signature Dealer
Finished Quilts for Sale

Quilting & Sewing Classes

3622 Old Forest Rd. • Lynchburg, VA 245013622 Old Forest Rd. • Lynchburg, VA 24501
Mon–Fri 10-5  Sat 10-3  • 434-385-6765 • www.quiltedexpressions.com

Sales & Service Center and 
we repair all other models.

Koala & Kangaroo Sewing Furniture
2,000+ Bolts of Top Quality Fabrics•Notions  

100’s of Books & Patterns•Classes

Proudly Serving Cen� al VA f�  over 33 Years! Proudly Serving Cen� al VA f�  over 33 Years! 

Rachel and Grace with their 
boyfriends on a recent trip. 

Ashland, Charles City, Irvington, Midlothian, Richmond

1801 Bed and Breakfast immersed in 
Southern hospitality. House tours by 
appointment and bed & breakfast by 

reservation. Swimming pool on premises.

Summer Hours:
Tuesday-Friday 10-5

Saturday 10-4

July 1 : Surf’s Up Mysteryst

Begins
July 4 : CLOSEDth

July 11: Lee's Birthday Sale
August 3-6: Kid’s Sewing

Camp

@sewloveleeva

FABRIC &
QUILTING
BERNINA SALES
& SERVICE

July and August
Dates to Remember

4504 Irvington Rd
Irvington, VA 22480

(804) 438-5800www.sewlovelee.com
@sewloveleeva

FFAABBRRIICC &&
QUILTING
BERNINA SALES
& SERVICE

July and August
Dates to Remember

4504 IrIrI viviv nini gngn ton Rd
IrIrI viviv nini gngn ton, VAVAV 22480

(8(8( 04)4)4 438-5800www.w.w sewlovelee.com

July 1 : Surf’s’s’ Up Mysteryststs

Begins
July 4 : CLOSEDth

July 11: Lee's Birthdayaya Sale
August 3-6: Kid’s’s’ Sewing

Camp Summer Hours:
Tuesdayaya -Fridayaya 10-5

Saturdayaya 10-4

Hickory Creek Antique MallHickory Creek Antique Mall
In Historic Ashland, VA

427 England St. • Ashland, VA 23005
804-798-0202

Tues.–Sat. 10am–6pm • Sun. 11am–5pm
hickorycreek@comcast.net

www.hickorycreekantiques.com

 Sun. 11am–5pm
hickorycreek@comcast.net

www.hickorycreekantiques.comwww.hickorycreekantiques.com

Ann’s Lovin’ Ewe    by Ann Marie Stewart

57 Questions of Life 
With the passing of  a loved one, we lose 

generations of  knowledge, thoughts, wisdom, 
and a resource of  history. No more can we find 
the answers to our questions. That thought begs 
us to consider what words are important to leave 
behind. Thoughts about this were spurred after 
reading The Frozen River.

Author Ariel Lawhon claims she “collects” 
people for her novels. Ironically, she “collected” 
1780’s midwife Martha Ballard at her OB-GYN 
when she picked up Our Daily Bread and read the August 1, 2008 devotional about 
am 18th Century midwife who had delivered over a thousand babies and never lost 
a mother.

Then she discovered that Martha Ballard’s daily medical notations became a legacy 
and medical and historical record compiled and turned into a biography by Laurel 
Thatcher Uhlrich on which Lawhon based The Frozen River.

So you see, Martha would be forgotten and her medical wisdom lost were it not for 
the fact that her words still have power.

What about you? What words do you need to record for future generations?
Blank Book. If  you’re like me, you probably have a blank book like Martha’s just 

sitting around the house. Or you could pick up a pretty one for your nightstand. It’s 
not a diary, but a place to collect:

• Nightly thoughts
• Favorite Bible verses
• Beautiful quotes and sayings
• Something you learned that day
• A line from a book you read
• Memories
OR you could record memories of  your kids or grandkids. During Covid when I 

daily walked the eight-mile trail with my friend Barb, she told me funny and poignant 
stories of  her grands. “I hope you’re recording these!” I’d tell her. I didn’t want the 
stories lost or forgotten because I knew her grands would one day appreciate the re-
telling.

You could record:
• Something your kids or grands said that day
• Something your kids did or learned that day
• Some wise advice they gave you
• Some wise advice you want to give them
Memories are important. Recently someone sent me a decade-old letter my 

grandfather had written in a November birthday card to his son, Abram. Since it 
was near Christmas, Grandpa wrote about Baby Jesus having swaddling clothes then 
compared it to when their family fled Russia and my grandmother had no diapers 
for their six-day-old infant Abram. But someone had donated a few shirts and so his 
young wife cut off  the sleeves and turned them into diapers! This was a precious fact 
I added to my novel.

I only knew this fact because it was written in a letter and saved and passed down to 
me. Whether emails, letters, or journals, find a way to record and preserve memories.

I was blessed to interview my grandparents about their escape from Russia and 
the child they left behind. These memories became the novel The Remnants: One 
Family’s Escape from Stalin’s Russia which will be available in October 2026. Please 
go to my website at www.AnnMarieStewart.com to learn more.

Your Questions. To help with your own research, I have compiled a list of  
questions from AmericanAncestors.org and VisitingAngels.com that can help YOU 
prompt loved ones to tell you about their lives. Or use the questions to start recording 
for the generations who follow you. You can download the 57 questions off  my 
website at AnnMarieStewart.com Then print and start writing, talking and listening.

© 2026 Ann Marie Stewart www.AnnMarieStewart.com 
Ann Marie Stewart’s novel THE REMNANTS:  

One Family’s Escape from Stalin’s Russia comes out October 2026.

Become Inspired 
Decorating, Entertaining and  
Living in the Early American Style by Annice Bradley Rockwell 

A Celebration of  Strength 
In 2026 with the approach of  the height of  the year, we have 

so much to be proud of. As our nation celebrates its 250th 
year, one of  the best ways to proclaim our patriotic pride is 
through decorating. Our yards this time of  year are naturally 
filled with the beauty of  green lawns and gardens filled with 
color. The stands of  red beebalm that attract the hardworking 
hummingbirds are in full bloom now. Our blue hydrangeas that 
are always lush and vibrant are all part of  the backdrop of  a 
spectacular and especially patriotic summer. 

To decorate our porches, gorgeous primitive buntings of  red, 
white and blue expand our décor and lend historic appeal. Small bicentennial flags 
lined along our fence let people know we are truly celebrating our nation’s proud 
history. 

To make our enthusiasm even more evident, we might even create historical 
decorative vignettes that are unique and have an even stronger colonial appeal. A 
huge copy of  The Declaration of  Independence paired with a Revolutionary cloak 
and tricorn hat can be placed next to an inkwell with a quill and American flag. It’s a 
way to celebrate freedom and to honor history.  

Participating in the Past 
Taking part in our town’s 250th celebrations will no doubt be a time to remember. 

Whether it is a tour of  the local museum’s bicentennial collection curated just for this 
year, or an historic home tour designed with 250 in mind, the activities for this very 
special summer abound. Summer favorites such as the July 4th parade or the quaint 
shoreline town’s boat parade will be received with exceptional fanfare and enthusiasm 
this year because this historic milestone deserves it.  

Spirit of  1776 
So as summer gets into full swing and festive events start to gain momentum, 

consider taking part and enjoying the “Spirit of  1776” fun. As people who are 
naturally passionate about history, colonial antiques and the legacy of  our nation’s 
past, this summer is a time to bring our absolute best. 

© Annice Bradley Rockwell is an educator and owner of  Pomfret Antiques. She is currently 
working on her book, New England Girl. NewEnglandGirl2012@hotmail.com

Building Harmony by Jeff  Cappis

A Stormy and Furry Night
It was one of  those stormy Friday nights. The rain was driving down and lightening 

was flashing constantly all around, Cathy and I were intrigued by the storm as the 
thunder rattled our house. Our dog Waldo didn’t take it quite so easily though. He 
either tried to find a place to hide, (like behind a toilet) or 
huddled close to us when the thunder clapped. We had 
to keep an eye on him so he didn’t piddle on the floor 
in fear. That was fine with him. He liked to stay close.

Later on that night Cathy grew tired and went to bed 
but I was still watching the storm. Something about 
these storms draws me to them. There is a smell to the 
rain and the sound of  it driving down. The flash of  light 
and eventual boom. Wow. I decided to step outside to 
experience it first hand.

There is a good spot for this just outside the garage door. The eves protected me 
(barely) from the rain and I got a good view of  nature’s fury. The trees on our property 
were whipping around with the wind. I was in awe. Then I heard the door close behind 
me and latch.

I was locked out. Drat. I considered ringing the doorbell but this would mean waking 
up Cathy. After careful consideration I looked for another option.

At least I was mostly protected under that eve for the moment and the show was 
spectacular. Every time the forrest lit up I could see every leaf  and every blade of  grass 
for just an instant. Between lightening flashes the forrest was mostly dark, except for 
a small solar light some forty feet away. 

Boom! Cool! Flash! Wow! Boom...... This was going on for a while when I noticed 
something out of  the corner of  my eye. Something moved in front of  that solar light. 
It cast a silhouette towards me through the mist.

In the brief  flashes of  light I could see it was close to the ground with spiky wet fur 
violently shaking off  water. Between the flashes it let out out a horrible howl. Then 
the forrest would go dark again.

Still I could tell through that faint shadow in the mist, that it was getting bigger, or 
closer. I was blinded by another lightening flash. Again, darkness and a sinister howl.

Now I could hear it panting. It even let out an occasional snort. I tried the door. 
Still locked. I dare not move or make a noise. Perhaps it hadn’t seem me. With the 
rain driving down, the wind a few blinding flashes, the immediate booms and all that 
howling I was getting pretty unhinged.

Now I could smell what ever it was and it was rank and close by. There were noises 
all around and I wasn’t sure what to trust.

Suddenly it leapt at me... knocking me to the ground hard. I could feel it’s weight 
as it landed on me and even more: it’s claws on my chest! It growled and howled. It 
drooled on my face as it came ever closer.

In the lightening flashes I could see it’s spiked wet fur and it’s teeth up close. It’s 
breath stank. It gave out one last howl as I prepared to lose my entire face and then...
It licked me. 

Then it wagged it’s tail. What? After a moment my heart settled down. Turns out 
Waldo had sneaked outside with me and got lost in the rain. He was wet, lost and scared 
but more than happy to find me. He tried to lick my entire face off. Things went from 
scary to just kinda gross.

The door stayed locked so we hung out under that eve and watched the storm. Waldo 
even started to enjoy it. He was soaked, but we had fun.

All of  this made me wonder: Why do dogs smell when they get wet?

-© Jeff  Cappis 2025 jcappis@telus.net

Memories of Mom by Tammy Page

I grew up watching my mom when she had a few spare 
moments work crossword puzzles. It’s a pastime that has 
been forgotten by the younger generation.  

I recently cleared out my mom and dad’s home after my dad 
passed away and found new and some old crossword puzzle 
books.  Our whole family was used to seeing my mom picking 
up a crossword puzzle book when we would gather together 
or drop in for a visit.  There was rarely an occasion such as a 
birthday, Mother’s Day or Christmas that she did not receive 
a new book as a gift. Mom was always good with words and 
an intelligent women and I can now appreciate the piles of  
crossword books laid around the house.  She would have a 
couple on her end table beside her recliner and there was usually one on her bedside 
table and one on the kitchen table while she was preparing a meal.  And, of course 
there might have been one in the bathroom too.

As a child I thought my mom was the smartest mom on the block because she could 
complete a puzzle in no time flat.  If she didn’t have a book she would work a puzzle 
in the daily Indianapolis Star newspaper.  Since finding her books while clearing my 
parents home, I’ve found myself  opening them up and working some myself. 

I retired two years ago and at times I don’t have my everyday chores to do or 
my husband is watching another favorite wartime movie and I curl up in my 
chair and work on one a little bit.  I've found that one of my favorite places to relax 
and enjoy the quiet is on my front porch with a crossword puzzle book in my hand.  
It’s a chance to get away from the everyday noises of televison and phones.  I 
make it a habit to leave my phone in the house and just enjoy the peace and quiet 
with my own thoughts.  I also find it relaxing and comforting to know that I 
inherited the enjoyment of crossword puzzles from my mom who passed away four 
years ago.  I even found one that had not been finished from 2000 and it was nice 
that I could finish what mom had started.  The one from the year 2000 had some 
old phrases and meanings of words used today.  I’ve found those a little easier to 
solve because of my age I suppose.  I also love seeing my moms handwriting again 
and before her hands became too shaky to stay in the lines.  It makes me feel close 
to her each time I pick one up and miss her even more. 

I know that from now on I will continue to work crosswords and each time it will 
bring back precious memories. 

© 2026 Tammy Page, who writes from her family farm in Indiana.

Can You Find This Ad?

My City & State

My Name
Page #:Advertiser’s Name

One person will be drawn from the correct entries to be named in next issue.

Pictured in the magnifying glass is a 
small portion of one of our ads. 
Can you find the ad that it came from?
If so, fill in the form below and send it 
to us at: PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 
30028 or email the info below to 
canyoufindthis@theregisterweb.com

The correct entry drawn from last issue was from Roberta Fulton of Ruckersville.
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10371 Warwick Blvd. • Newport News, VA
Tues-Sat 11-5  •  757-591-0593  •  www.beadstore-va.com

Serving Southeastern Virginia Since 1992

Large Selections of Semi-Precious, Seed 
Beads, Delica Beads, Czech Fire Polished 
Beads, and Freshwater and Glass Pearls

Private Classes o� ered Tues-Sat, ONLY $25!
Join Us for Open Beading every day we are open

Beads, Beads and MORE BEADS!

Peninsula Piecemakers Quilt Guild presents:

2026 Quilt Symposium
OCT. 17, 9 AM – 6 PM

One Main St., Newport News, VA
Full and Half Day Classes

Key-Note Speaker: Darlene Price “From UFO to Usable”
Boxed Lunch Available • Vendors • Door Prizes

Special Appearance by Dawn Brotherton, Award Winning
Author of “The Eastover Treasures Quilt Mystery Series”

For a list of classes, registration form, and more info please email:
PPQGSYMPOSIUM@GMAIL.COM
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Show us your finished projects!
Send us your photos of a 
completed project for a 
chance to be featured 
in an upcoming issue 

of The Register!

Project photos & details can be digitally submitted to:

amy@theregisterweb.com

Or mailed to:

The Register • PO Box 2419
Cumming, GA 30028

Summer Vacation!  by Judy Sharer

As an adult looking back, I have many fond memories of  summer vacations. Once 
school was out, it meant being free to spend time with neighborhood friends and 
visiting family.

Our neighborhood had many kids of  all ages. We would gather together to play 
kickball, tag, hide and seek, or ride bikes. When the streetlights came on, it was a race 
to make it home.

In my family, Summer meant we had additional chores. I worked in the garden 
planting the vegetables and when the produce was harvested, I’d help with the 
canning. Dad had a small patch of  strawberries, raspberries, and blueberries that we’d 
pick and make into jam and jelly plus enjoy with shortcakes and cobblers.

My brother was tasked with keeping the lawn mowed. My sisters did additional 
housework as well as looked after me, the baby of  the siblings.

When I was young, I remember visiting my grandparents who lived in a neighboring 
town. My parents would put me on the bus with my little suitcase. I’d sit right behind 
the bus driver with instructions not to bother the other passengers. My grandparents 
would meet the bus at the bottom of  the hill from their house. I liked visiting because 
I had my own room and bed to sleep in. Grandma taught me how to do needlework, 
knit and crochet. Families tended to live close in those days and mine was no exception. 
My aunt and uncle lived right up the hill on a farm. I’d spend time with them during 
the summer too. I’d help feed the beef  cows, pigs and chickens with my uncle and 
my aunt and I would bake sweet treats to put in my uncle’s lunchbox. We would often 
read books together after supper or listen to music on the radio while dancing around 
the living room.

All of  these experiences contributed to making me the strong and capable woman 
I am today. Bored? We didn’t have time to be bored. There was always something 
interesting to do.

Of  course, this was in the 1960s; a time before cell phones, computers, Xboxes, and 
iPads, before a lot of  things today’s children have to occupy their time. Parent usually 
want their children to have more than when they were young, but if  I could go back 
and change time, I wouldn’t change a thing. I believe I turned out just fine. What will 
you be doing with your children or grandchildren this summer vacation? Hopefully, 
you’ll be making some sweet memories.

Judy Sharer just released her spicy historical romance/family saga titled Secrets in Room Four, 
the first in her series Love Lessons. She is also the author of  a sweet historical romance/family 
saga series titled A Plains Life. This four-book series also published by The Wild Rose Press 

is appropriate for the entire family and is available on-line wherever books and eBooks are sold. 
Visit Judy’s website judysharer.com and follow her on Facebook and X.

Back Porch Break 
by Nancy Brummett 

Salon Sagas 
I had my first manicure in a nail salon when I was in 

my late fifties. I only went then because my two little 
granddaughters who were visiting one summer wanted 
to go. When the woman who answered the phone 
said she would give the girls a “free flower” I thought 
that was very kind and expected them to come home 
with a long-stemmed rose or a carnation but no, it 
was a daisy painted on each small thumbnail. 

That was about 30 years ago, but since then I’ve become a semi-regular client 
at several different nail salons. You may think that the best “people watching” 
may be found at airports, malls, or ER waiting rooms, but I assure you, the clien-
tele at nail salons can be most bemusing and amusing. 

People become very loyal to their nail technicians, and I’ve followed my favorite 
to three different salons as his job changed, but I’ve noticed many similarities in 
terms of clientele at the different locations. It always warms my heart to see a 
faithful daughter or caregiver bringing in an older woman to get a manicure or 
even more rejuvenating, a pedicure for her ailing feet and hard-to-cut toenails. I 
also like seeing men getting pedicures to make their wives happy! 

But you can see some strange things in nail salons, too. One time a fortyish 
business woman was on her phone the entire time she was getting her pedicure. 
She also had her laptop open on her lap and was conducting business as if she 
were seated behind a mahogany desk in a high-rise office building. I actually 
overheard her offering a job to someone. They were negotiating salary, vacation 
time, job title, etc., and everyone in the salon could follow along with each    
discussion point. In the end the fellow on the other end of the phone evidently 
said he’d talk to his wife and let her know, so we were all left wondering if he 
took the job. It’s been a while since I was in the corporate world, but is this the 
new business etiquette? I hope not. 

Keeping up with the life events of manicure seekers is entertaining as well. 
You overhear that someone wants bright orange because they are headed to 
Mexico on vacation, or you witness a giggly bridal party coming in to get their 
nails done for the wedding. Recently two little girls proudly held out their hands 
to show me the ice blue polish they got because they were to be flower girls in 
their aunt’s upcoming wedding. Much of life can be witnessed in a nail salon, 
and seeing those two little girls reminded me of two others many years ago. I 
guess salon sagas can be sentimental, too. 

 
Nancy Parker Brummett is an author and freelance writer in Colorado Springs, CO. Follow her on 

Facebook, Instagram and Linked In or subscribe to her blog posts at www.nancyparkerbrummett.com.

Now Available!

The Hope of Glory
A Devotional Guide for Older Adults

From Columnist

Nancy Parker Brummett
Order print or eBook from

V O L U M E  T W O

Ann’s Lovin’ You 
by Ann Stewart 

57 Questions 
 

With the passing of a loved one, we lose generations 
of knowledge, thoughts, wisdom, and a resource of his-
tory. No more can we find the answers to our ques-
tions. That thought begs us to consider what words are 
important to leave behind. Thoughts about this were 
spurred after reading The Frozen River. 

Author Ariel Lawhon claims she “collects” people for her novels. Ironically, she 
“collected” 1780s midwife Martha Ballard at her OB-GYN when she picked up 
Our Daily Bread and read the August 1, 2008 devotional about am 18th Century 
midwife who had delivered over a thousand babies and never lost a mother. 

Then she discovered that Martha Ballard’s daily medical notations became a 
legacy and medical and historical record compiled and turned into a biography 
by Laurel Thatcher Uhlrich on which Lawhon based The Frozen River. 

So you see, Martha would be forgotten and her medical wisdom lost were it 
not for the fact that her words still have power. 

What about you? What words do you need to record for future generations? 
If you’re like me, you probably have a blank book like Martha’s just sitting 

around the house. You could pick up a pretty one for your nightstand. It’s not a 
diary, but a place to collect: Nightly thoughts, favorite Bible verses, beautiful 
quotes and sayings, something you learned that day, s line from a book you 
read, or memories. 

Or you could record memories of your kids or grandkids. During Covid when 
I daily walked the eight-mile trail with my friend Barb, she told me funny and 
poignant stories of her grands. "I hope you're recording these!" I'd tell her. I did-
n’t want the stories lost or forgotten because I knew her grands would one day 
appreciate the re-telling. 

You could record something your kids or grands said that day, something 
your kids did or learned that day, some wise advice they gave you or some wise 
advice you want to give them. 

Memories are important. Recently someone sent me a decade-old letter my 
grandfather had written in a November birthday card to his son, Abram. Since it 
was near Christmas, Grandpa wrote about Baby Jesus having swaddling clothes 
then compared it to when their family fled Russia and my grandmother had no 
diapers for their six-day-old infant Abram. But someone had donated a few shirts 
and so his young wife cut off the sleeves and turned them into diapers! This was 
a precious fact I added to my novel. 

I only knew this fact because it was written in a letter and saved and passed 
down to me. Whether emails, letters, or journals, find a way to record and pre-
serve memories. 

I was blessed to interview my grandparents about their escape from Russia and 
the child they left behind. These memories became the novel THE REMNANTS: 
One Family’s Escape from Stalin’s Russia, which will be available in October 
2026. To learn more go to my website at www.AnnMarieStewart.com. 

To help with your own research, I have compiled a list of questions from 
AmericanAncestors.org and VisitingAngels.com that can help you prompt loved 
ones to tell you about their lives. Or use the questions to start recording for the 
generations who follow you. You can download the 57 questions off my web-
site at AnnMarieStewart.com Then print and start writing, talking and listening.  

© 2026 Ann Marie Stewart www.AnnMarieStewart.com. Ann Marie Stewart’s novel 
THE REMNANTS: One Family’s Escape from Stalin’s Russia comes out October 2026.

Share Your Copy
of the

with a friend!
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Chincoteague Island, Painter, 
Suffolk, Virginia Beach and Online

THE BLUE CROW
     Antique

     Mall
     Antique

     Mall
     Antique

     Mall
     Antique

32124 Lankford Hwy
Painter, VA  23420

Mon - Sun 10-5   757-442-4150
      www.bluecrowantiquemall.com

               2nd Largest
               Antique Mall in VA!

• 5,000 Sq. Ft. of Period Furniture

• Estate & Vintage Costume Jewelry

• Decorative Arts • Nautical Antiques

• Vintage - Hunting, Fishing,

Decoys & Tools

Largest Fine Arts & Crafts Event on the 
Eastern Shore of Virginia!

New Exhibitors Welcomed!

For more info and application:
www.chincoteagueblueberryfestival.com

samserio@esva.net or 757-894-2334 (afternoons)

38th Annual
Chincoteague Island 
Blueberry Festival

July 23, 24 & 25, 2026
Like us

Happy Fourth!

Celebrating 21 Years of Business!
A cross stitcher’s paradise. Almost 

everything for your stitching needs.

Dyeing To Stitch
5312 Kemps River Drive • Ste 102 • Virginia Beach, VA 23464

757-366-8740 • www.dyeing2stitch.com
Tues-Fri 10am–2pm; Sat 10am–4pm

Pat Ryan & Ann Robbins

Check our website: www.dyeing2stitch.com for info 
on our October retreat with Stacy Nash. 

3575 Bridge Rd Ste 12
Suffolk, Virginia 23435
Mon-Fri 10-6   Sat 10-4
757-636-2224  
fabricshoppe1@gmail.com 

3575 Bridge Rd Ste 12

Sign up for Classes at www.FabricShoppe.net

Riley Blake, Moda, Henry Glass, Maywood along
with other Cottons, Batiks, Quilting/Sewing

Cottons, Flannels, Batiste, and Knits.

Fabric, Patterns, Notions & Classes

Come Visit Our New Location!
A mile away in the 

Harris Teeter Shopping Center.

Check Facebook for Updates

Fabric • Notions • Kits • Supplies

Thanks for all the support of our brick & mortar shop. 
We look forward to your online orders. 

Fabric • Notions • Kits • Supplies

Thanks for all the support of our brick & mortar shop. 
We look forward to your online orders. 

757-481-1725

Shop our website at 
www.sarahsthimble.com

Visit Us at the Tidewater Quilt Show Aug 21-22

Life in Skunk Hollow                                                                
Christmas in July         by Julie A. Druck

  I’ve been thinking a lot about Christmas lately – more specifically, about Christmas 
trees. The thoughts have been coming as I wander through the newly-planted 
Christmas tree field on the hill above our little house. I’ve taken to walking through 
the grassy field most evenings at dusk, praying over and blessing the trees – that they 
would grow strong and well as they work their way to maturity over the next 7 years.

 In addition to a growing beef  cattle herd, our son, Caleb, and his wife, Abby, are 
trying this new venture on the fifty-acre farm on which both our families live. Our son 
is a thorough researcher and meticulous implementer of  any new project that he takes 
on. So, after much planning and paperwork, he purchased 1,100 Canaan and Douglas 
Fir seedlings. And over a period of  three days in late spring, our family helped put 
those baby trees into the ground. Four generations from Caleb and Abby’s families 
turned out to help at various times over those days. From Caleb’s grandfather who 
helped dig holes to little nieces and nephews who watered the baby seedlings with 
cups from a bucket, it truly was a family affair. 

 Caleb told me that he heard 7-year-old Joshua gently talking to one of  the trees as 
he watered its base. Josh’s encouragement of  “Grow, baby, grow” is the same desire 
of  all those who helped – from the ones who babysat Caleb and Abby’s toddler son 
(who was more interested in eating dirt than planting trees), to Abby’s sister who 
helped tuck trees into the ground while her newborn son was tucked into his swaddle 
against her, to those who golf  carted bucket after bucket of  water to the field, and 
the ones who dug (seemingly) countless holes. We’re all eager to see the growth and 
harvest of  the crop.

 And therein lies a tendency I recognize within myself  – that of  wanting to jump to 
the end of  a process – no matter if  I’m making something, reading a book, or waiting 
for trees to grow. The process can sometimes feel like an interference to the ending. 
Sometimes I just want to have the gift without the bother of  opening it! And yet, I’m 
slowly realizing (in a lot of  areas of  life) that the process, the journey, IS the gift. 

 You know, the length of  time we have on this earth is unknown to us. There’s no 
guarantee that I’ll actually see those trees grow to fruition or ever have the privilege 
of  having one decorate our home during the holiday season. But if  I focus on the 
beauty of  the process instead of  jumping ahead, I realize that seeing the end of  
the trees’ maturity isn’t the only, or even the primary gift. One gift that’s already 
been realized because of  these Christmas tree seedlings has been the blessing of  
family working together for a common purpose. And that purpose goes far beyond a 
farming venture. For this year, we planted more than just trees. We planted common 
memories – memories of  the joy and sweetness there is in helping one another. The 
process of  doing a job together is just as valuable and as precious as tall, mature 
Christmas trees. And so, in a sense, beauty has already begun coming to fruition, and 
these seven years of  waiting will provide more opportunity to discover, delight in, and 
be thankful for all the gifts that will surface in the process.

 Julie Druck is from York, Pennsylvania, and writes from her farm in Skunk Hollow. She’d 
welcome your comments at thedrucks@netzero.com.

Extras - on our website, we feature your shop’s website and your future events plus a web 
version of paper with clickable links. We also post on our facebook page featuring your shop! 

Reach the Fall and early Holiday Shoppers with this issue. Your November Open House 
or Events should be in our Sept./Oct. edition so our readers can plan to attend. 

Get the word out about your shop.

www.TheRegisterWeb.comwww.TheRegisterWeb.com
FREE: Color & Ad DesignFREE: Color & Ad Design

Don’t Miss Being in the 
Sept/Oct Issue:

OUR BIGGEST ISSUE OF THE YEAR! 
 Eye-Catching Unique Ads

 Targeted, Effective & Affordable Advertising
Customers Return to Your Store For Each Issue and to Shop


