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Amy & Dave Carter, Publishers
Toll Free Phone: 866-825-9217  

E-mail:   ads@TheRegisterWeb.com
Web Site:  www.TheRegisterWeb.com

P.O. Box 2419 • Cumming, GA 30028

Facebook Live or App Events
Mondays 3:30 pm..............................................................................................Quilted Twins (pg. 12) 
Mon-Sat 5:30 pm........................................................................................... Quilts and Lace (pg. 21) 
Tuesdays 6 pm............................................................................... Inspire Quilting & Sewing (pg. 14) 
Wednesdays 7 pm...........................................................................................Crafty Quilters (pg. 17)
Fridays 3:30 pm.................................................................................................Quilted Twins (pg. 12) 

July
June 1-July 31.............Janome 250th Celebration Sales Event at Crafty Quilters in Sebring (pg. 17)
June 29- July 4.................................................8th Anniversary Sale at Scrap & Sew in Lutz (pg. 15)
2-4........................................Anniversary Celebration at Beyond the Stitches in Crystal River (pg. 6)
7-9.........................................Birthday Bash Celebration at Sew Much Fun in W. Melbourne (pg. 24)
14-18..................... Christmas in July Sale and Events at Village Quilt Shop in Fruitland Park (pg. 7)
16........................................................Flat-Fold Finishing Class at Common Thread in Ocala (pg. 6)
18................................................................... Stitchy Box Class at Common Thread in Ocala (pg. 6)
18......................Camp Kimberbell Event Inhouse & Virtual with Quilts & Lace in Melbourne (pg. 21)
21-25............................Christmas in July Retreat with Stitcher’s Quest in Fort Walton Beach (pg. 3)
25................................................................... Christmas in July at Quilt A Bit in Greenacres (pg. 22)

August 
6-7................................................. 20th Anniversary Sale at Nana’s Quilt Shop in Brooksville (pg. 7)
1-Sept 30.......................All Southeast Shop Hop visit Front Porch Quilt Shoppe in Ozark, AL (pg. 4)

September
17-19................................. Quiltfest at Prime F. Osborne Convention Center in Jacksonville (pg. 19)
24-27...........................................................................Retreat with Common Thread in Ocala (pg. 6)

October 
5-8..... Florida Sewing Sew-Ciety Annual Conference at Lake Yale Baptist Conf. in Leesburg (pg. 8)

November
13-14.....................................................Fantastic Quilt Show at Venetian Center in Leesburg (pg. 8)

Visit www.facebook.com/TheFloridaRegister
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The Country Register is a network of independently owned and published specialty newspapers 

for the consumer who enjoys outstanding shopping and events. 
Look for the paper in your travels or for the current issue online. 

For additional information, visit www.countryregister.com

Crestview, Fort Walton Beach, Milton, Pensacola

5201-B Dogwood Drive, Milton, FL 32570  
850-665-4599 • www.mysewingbarn.com

Great Selection of Fabric - including full lines,
Batting, Notions, Pre-Cuts, Panels & More!

Classes for ALL Levels
Private Sewing Lessons Available

The Best Fabric Shop in Santa Rosa County!

Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram

BERNINA Authorized Dealer 
with Certified BERNINA Technician 

Fabric • Classes • Shop in-store or online
Bernina Sewing Machines, Service & Repair
Large selection of Coastal Prints & Batiks

M-TH 10-5  F-SAT 10-4  •  850-864-4555
www.stitchersquest.com     .

NEW LOCATION: 28 Ferry Rd. SE
Fort Walton Beach, FL

Christmas in July Retreat
July 21-25 • 9 am - 6 pm

Includes lunch

During your summer travels, stop by a few advertising shops! You 
never know when you might get a minute to find a shop to visit and our 
publication can lead the way. You can stay out of the heat by shopping 
(in-person or online) and support these small, local businesses. Or another 
way to beat the heat is to 
make one of the projects 
featured in this issue, or 
work on a project you find 
at one of our advertisers. 

Please be sure to visit 
our Facebook page and 
“Like Us.” From our web-
site, you can find links to 
our advertiser’s web sites, view the current shows and events listing, regis-
ter to win a $25 gift certificate to your favorite advertising shop, and more! 

Have fun exploring the shows and shops holding special events that are 
summarized in our Shows & Events Listing – mark your calendar now for 
all these great events! 

Please make a point to let the shop owners know that you saw their ad 
in our publication – it is important. Advertisers want to know that their 
ad in our paper is worthwhile, and they like it when you mention you saw 
their ad. Without the advertisers, our publication would not exist, so they 
need to know the paper is working for them. Also, feel free to pick up 
extra copies of the paper for your friends…. We’d love for you to share it 
with them. 

If you know a shop that should be advertising in the paper, please let us 
know (via email, phone, or mail). We are always looking for new shops to 
add to our list of great advertisers.

Christmas is coming (yes, really)! It is less than 6 months away. Why 
not start your shopping now and stash away a few gifts so you are ahead 
of the game come December?! Many shops have Christmas in July sales, 
summer sales, etc., etc. Take advantage of those events to make early 
progress on your holiday shopping. Just make a list of what you purchased 
and where you stashed it for safe keeping.

Grace is staying busy with an internship this summer at a PR firm in At-
lanta. She starts her senior year at UGA in August! Rachel is coming home 
for a visit in July. She has had a very busy summer with several trips, 
regular work and OT work. 

We wish you a wonderful, relaxing, safe SHOPPING summer!

BE SURE TO

THEY MAKE THIS PAPER POSSIBLE

Thank the Advertisers

Shows & Events

Would your group  
or guild like to receive 

FREE COPIES of each issue 
of The Florida Register?

Just send an email to 
ads@TheRegisterWeb.com
or call 1-866-825-9217

Let us know how many copies  
(25 minimum)  

and a street shipping address.

Antiques 
Theme 

Issue

2014 Lacey Lane
Crestview, FL 32536

Mon.-Sat. 9-6
850-689-3655

Toll Free 866-739-6274
www.margiessewmuchfun.com

Authorized Sales 
& Service for

We have machines
for all interests 
and price levels! 

Financing options 
are available. 

Since 1971

The Friendliest The Friendliest 
and Most Diverse and Most Diverse 

Fabric Shop Fabric Shop 
in Florida’s in Florida’s 
PanhandlePanhandle

• Fabrics include Quilt, Children, • Fabrics include Quilt, Children, 
Linen, Silk, Flannel, etc.Linen, Silk, Flannel, etc.

• 3,200+ bolts of fabric, 500+• 3,200+ bolts of fabric, 500+ 
books, & quilting suppliesbooks, & quilting supplies

• Always special pricing• Always special pricing
on Horn Cabinetson Horn Cabinets

Watch our Facebook and Instagram for the latest news, classes & updates!

55 Years and 

Lovin’ It!

Watch for Watch for 
AnnouncementAnnouncement

on Facebook near on Facebook near 
Labor Day for Sale!Labor Day for Sale!

Happy 250th Birthday America!

Cowgirl Poet, Quilter, Entertainer 
            Yvonne Hollenbeck 

 

Old Eagle Eye
He can tell if  a heifer is starting to calve, I swear from a mile away, 

and see if  he needs to go pull the calf  by just simply looking that way.  
He can see if  a windmill is working or not from his horse on a faraway hill, 

and tell what direction the wind’s coming from by watching the tail on the mill.  
He knows if  a coyote or badger is near by watching the tracks in the sand, 

and see if  a staple is loose from a post on the fence that encircles his land.  
He’s got eyes like an eagle for finding new calves their mamas have hidden all snug; 

so why can’t he see the mud on his boots that he’s tracking all over my rug?

Writing From Life 
by Jeanette Lukowski  

           Crafting is         
 
Fun! Individualized. Customizable. Approachable? Available to everyone!   

Different for each one of us.  
Yes, I was brainstorming all of the different words to finish the title with, when 

I realized I didn’t want to limit the focus of our exploration.  
My craft is quilting. Talking with a quilting friend the other day, she shared 

pictures of a quilt top she had been working on—but was planning to take apart 
in order to make improvements. “I can do better,” she explained.  

Her comment lingered. Of course she can do better! I’ve seen her skill. I’m 
also eager to see how she re-designs the quilt top.  

Walking my apartment building’s hallways, I see varieties of paintings on both 
canvas and wooden boards, I see embroidery, I see beads which were arranged 
then fused together with heat; in town, I have seen classic car touring groups in 
parking lots, where car owners visit with others about the cars they have restored; 
I walk into the public library, and see posters about upcoming crafting classes; I 
open my mailbox and see the community education mailing about crafting 
classes available to residents throughout the year.  

All of these crafting opportunities, available to anyone who is interested, are 
just a sampling, of course. Unlike formal school courses, however, there aren’t 
grades assigned to the crafts we create. Oh, sure, there are contests and com-
petitions any of us can pursue if we are interested—but we don’t have to. I, for 
instance, tend to make things which interest me. A flannel quilt for a new baby 
or friend who lives in colder climates; a quilted table runner for a wedding gift; 

a quilted door hanging to celebrate the seasons; 
quilted placemats, quilted picnic “blankets,” quilted  
wall hangings…even a quilt to record the daily high 
temperature for the first year in a new town.  

Might I now add to my earlier list of adjectives? 
Crafting is invigorating, as it provides me with a sense 

of freedom like no other activity, and it’s… 
Okay, it’s not necessarily free. But freeing? Yes!! Liberating.  
There have been a number of times I thought about ways to make an income 

from my crafting. Unlike when I first started sewing, technology has created so 
many ways for crafters to monetize their skills—to share a new bit of knowledge, 
insight, even their thoughts or skills with people well beyond their geography. 
(This very publication, for instance, provides a platform from which to share 
thoughts, ideas, and information.) Every time I think about it, though, I come 
back to the same conclusion: I love crafting because I don’t have to care about 
the critics. Instead, I get to do absolutely only what intrigues me, tickles me, or 
draws me to it out of curiosity. Granted, I don’t get a raise or promotion like a 
job might provide, but I also don’t fear being fired—or encouraged to retire.  

Crafting supports autonomy, allowing each of us to choose our own path!   
© Jeanette Lukowski 2026. Jeanette is a mother, grandmother, teacher, and author who lives in Alexandria, 

MN. She is inspired by the lives of strong women. Her email address is: writingfromlife@yahoo.com

Order Yvonne’s new book, “A Stitch in Rhyme” at 
www.yvonnehollenbeck.com — just $15 + $3.50 postage.  

 
© Yvonne Hollenbeck; 2025  

Yvonne Hollenbeck, from Clearfield, SD,  performs her original poetry throughout the United States, capti-
vating audiences in her wake.  She is one of the most published cowgirl poets in the West and is not only a 

popular banquet and civic entertainer, but also co-writes songs with many western entertainers. Yvonne 
also pens a weekly column in the “Farmer-Rancher Exchange” and writes articles about life in rural America 

in various publications throughout the West. For more information, visit 
https://www.yvonnehollenbeck.com

Become Inspired! 
by Annice Bradley Rockwell  

Spectacular Summer Luxuries 
 
The warm, hazy months of summer are some of 

the most anticipated ones of the year. With more 
daylight hours to enjoy, we can take delight in out-
ings with family and friends that are relaxing, sponta-
neous and fun. To celebrate the season of summer, 
taking in the sights and sounds of a traditional Main 
Street parade is one of the inspiring luxuries of a 
country life. Streets lined with vibrant American flags 
are also filled with people young and old ready to 
share in a celebration of freedom. Groups of proud, 
uniformed Veterans are joined by the hometown Lit-
tle League teams, Girl Scouts and local Fife and 
Drum Corps. Huge American flags wave beautifully 
in the summer breeze as the symbolic sound of can-
non fire hearkens back to days of the past. Small children waving petite flags of 
glory are filled with wonder as their very own American town comes together in 
moments of unity and collective joy. 

                                                                            Quaint Coastal Towns  
Quaint coastal towns are fully alive and bustling on these warm summer 

days. Boutique shop doors are wide open to welcome eager buyers to sample 
their wares and to see the latest summer displays of seascape paintings, hand-
crafted jewelry of colorful sea glass and hand-stretched saltwater taffy. 

Ice cream shops stay open extra late to catch the attention of the spectators 
who enjoyed a band concert by boat at the white town gazebo. A fireworks dis-
play once all is pitch black is a special grand finale on a day well-spent with 
friends. Unexpected precious moments of solitude also tend to greet us more 
frequently on these long, summer days. We might finally have time to enjoy a 
long morning walk into town, taking in all of the sights and sounds of summer. 
Passing by Middle Cove we see all the boats docked in the snug harbor ready 
for the day. Cozy restaurants are getting ready to welcome out-of-town guests 
who will undoubtedly want to return. And the local historical society is advertis-
ing a “Plein Air” event that catches your interest as a perfect summer afternoon 
activity with a best friend to try your hand at watercolor painting. 

                                                          In Full Bloom 
Summer provides us with the perfect opportunities to indulge in newfound 

joys. We will often have time to practice and refine a recently acquired soulful 
skill. Without a doubt, the long-anticipated season of summer is one to be treas-
ured. It is when nature’s beauty is in its fullest bloom—and usually so are we. 
So, this summer embrace the happiness that this special season affords. Rec-
ognize nature’s powerful proclamation of pride. And as you see the splendor in 
its full glory, you may begin to see it reflected beautifully within.  

Annice Bradley Rockwell is an educator and owner of Pomfret Antiques  
She is currently working on her book, New England Girl  NewEnglandGirl2012@hotmail com 

 

The MOST 100% cotton, premium  
quilting fabric in Florida 

 
Largest selection of Batiks 

100s of panels 
Wide Selection of Wide backs 

Patterns and Books 
Full line of sewing and quilting notions 

 
Available online and in the store 

 
Free Shipping on all USA orders over $100 

 
 
 

 
 
 

923 N. New Warrington Rd 
Pensacola, FL 32506-4250 

850-455-0112 
www.aandefabrics.com 
Mon – Sat 10 am – 5 pm 

 

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION COUPON 
Up to 25% off Fabric Purchase 

Code:  FLREG23JULY 
$25 max value. One time use per customer. Use in 

store or online. Normal exclusions apply. One discount 
per purchase. 

Valid: 7/1/23 – 8/30/23 

923 N. New Warrington Rd
Pensacola, FL 32506-4250

850-455-0112  
www.aandefabrics.com

Mon–Sat 10am–5pm

FLRegJulAug2026

7/1/26-8/31/26

2024 #1 Local Quilt Shop in Florida

Huge Selection 
of Markdowns
Monthly Sales

Classes for all skill levels

See our website 
for more details
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DeFuniak Springs, Havana, Marianna plus Alabama Keystone Heights, Lake City, Live Oak

8085 State Highway 83 N
DeFuniak Springs, FL  32433

850-974-1295
www.ohsewkountry.comFabric

Notions
Classes

Bags
& much more!!

Mon Closed
Tues-Wed 10-5

Thur Closed
Fri-Sat 10-5
Sun Closed

Veteran Family
Owned Business

Rise & Shine it’s Quilting Time!
New Arrivals Daily!

10% Off 
Expires 8/31/26 

YN4P4

23228 Fifth Ave
Florala, AL 36442

New

Location

• Hand Painted Canvases
• Cross Stitch Fabrics & Patterns

• Extensive Threads &
Needlepoint Yarns
• Creative Classes

• Silk Ribbon Embroidery
• European Trims & Buttons

• Finishing Services Available
• Crazy Quilt Supplies & Embellishments

1210 Collins Rd. 1
Havana, FL

Wed-Sun  11:30-5:30
850-539-7201

Visit the
cozy, peaceful

Co� age in
Havana!

www.cindysneedleworkcottage.com
• Cross Stitch Fabrics & Patterns

• Finishing Services Available

www.cindysneedleworkcottage.com

199 US Hwy 231 North • Ozark, AL 36360
334-445-3521 •  www.frontporchquiltshoppe.com

Hours:  Tues–Fri 10-5  • Sat 10 - 2

Front Porch Quilt Shoppe
199 US Hwy 231 North

Ozark, AL  36360
334-445-3521

www.frontporchquiltshoppe.com

Variety of Classes • Quilt Group meetings
Fabrics, Patterns, Notions & DMC Floss • Machine Quilting available

Hours:

Mon.-Sat.

10am-5pm

©TCR 2013

20% OFF your Yardage Purchase with this Ad!
Exp. 8/31/15

Begin your New Year with 
a visit to our shop!

15% OFF Your 
Yardage Purchase

Expires 8/31/26

Front Porch Quilt Shoppe

Where Quilters Gather for Classes, Groups, 
Fabric, Books, Patterns, 

Notions & FUN.

Participating Shop
Aug 1-Sept 30
AL, GA & SC

Emma’s Sewing Studio

16796 - 16TH ST. • LIVE OAK, FL 32060 • 386-364-8553
Open 10-4 or call for other times  •  Email: ecorbin100@gmail.com

Sewing & Alteration Services 
Sewing, Crochet, & Quilting Classes

Call About Our New Classes 
Cleaning & Maintenance on Sewing Machines

Emma’s Sewing Studio

Affordable
Sewing Machine Service

7-Day Service $75
RUSH 2-Day Turnaround $25

Susan Johnson      SewMuchBetterLLC@gmail.com

 DeFuniak Springs
Pickup & Drop Off within 20 Miles $20

Email Make and Model for a fast response.

If you have wonderful items 
to sell, let’s get together 
and let everyone know!

  Did you know...
•	 you get 2 months of statewide coverage for about the cost 		

of one ad in your local paper
•	 we can design your ad for free using great artwork 		

exclusive to The Florida Register 
•	 your ad reaches over 20,000 targeted customers 
•	 we include a free listing on The Florida Register website 		

with a clickable link to yours
•	 customers come back often to pick up the new issue

can help you reach the customers who are look-
ing for what you have to offer...antiques, country, 

primitive, collectible, sewing, quilting...!

FALL SEPT/OCT DEADLINE: AUGUST 1ST

Toll  Free Phone:  1-866-825-9217
www.TheRegisterWeb.com
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Weeding the Summer Garden
by Kerri Habben Bosman

I weeded our garden this summer morning before the swelter of the day snuck in. I 
worked beneath a nicely overcast sky, surrounded by a quiet breeze with the slightest 
hint of rain in it.  I migrated from garden bed to garden bed, welcoming each arriving 
thought as I listened to the world breathe.

I talked to the tomatoes and smiled at the watermelon. I checked the cucumber 
plants, happy to see that more were growing after yesterday’s harvest. I shook my 
head at the plethora of mint, swiping my hand across it to bring forth its aroma. I 
pondered the tiny purple flowers on the thyme. I transplanted seven pepper plants to 
a better spot, silently apologizing as I uprooted them. I secured them gently but firmly 
into their new place, and watered them right away with a promise to come back soon. 

My husband, Wayne, says it is an act of faith to plant a garden. Each winter as 
our seedlings sit in the front window, we eagerly await each new stage of  their 
development.  We plant dormant seeds with prayerful hopes, hoping that our care, 
their environment, and uncontrolled circumstance will support their growth into the 
best plant they can be. We rejoice from the first tendrils to the last vegetable or flower 
when autumn is coming upon us.  We clear out for the last months of the year and 
wait to start all over again.

Much of  our summer garden began on a winter’s day in January when I brought out 
all the seeds we’d saved from last year.  Zinnias, marigolds, peppers, and tomatoes. The 
beans, carrots, sugar snap peas we had to buy. And of course, I bought plants. Except 
for spoiling grandchildren, we are frugal. With Scottish and German backgrounds 
between us, we cannot escape it. However, putting me in a plant nursery in late April 
with a credit card is possibly more dangerous than sending a shopaholic to the mall. 
Thankfully I have a lot of willpower, but often something beautiful and new to me 
simply jumps into my cart. 

We bought our cucumber plants from our 16 year-old-grandson, Hunter. He grew 
them in his high school horticulture class, and then they had a plant sale. Cucumbers 
don’t always grow well here at the coast.  Because he planted the seeds and nurtured 
them, we especially wanted them to bear fruit. Even if it was just one cucumber, his 
efforts would be a success. We are grateful to be enjoying many a cucumber salad.

And, like I said at the beginning of this article, I plucked out the ever-tenacious 
“Pflanzeichwillnichtus.” (This is my very own botanical name for a weed. It is 
a combination of German and Latin, meaning “plant that I do not want.”) Along 
the way, I made mental notes as to how the plants I do want are growing, 
deadheading as I go.  I find a bit of irony in weeding-as I meticulously cull a 
concentrated area, I am also focusing on the entire garden.  I feel the surrounding 
beauty and the grace of being alive. This creates a precious cohesion, an acceptance 
of all that is and all that is not.  

Our garden of life these last few years has been partially fertilized by loss and 
sorrow. They churned up the soil of who we are, and these emotions are still breaking 
down into nutrients that will somehow serve us. Yet, through it all, we resettled our 
roots, trusting the journey in this strange soil, and we were given enough water and 
enough light to grow into a new season.  

Now, I must go to check the transplanted peppers, smile at the cucumber plants, 
and pause gratefully at the tender, tiny flowers of t hyme.

Kerri Habben Bosman is a writer living in Cape Carteret, NC.

Age Matters
Only if You’re Counting  by Barbara Kalkis

I was feeling pretty perky about the country’s 250th anniversary and even planning 
a family gathering until I had a conversation with a casual acquaintance. In a somber 
voice, he mentioned that he is old enough to remember our country’s 200th anniversary. 
The thought of clearly remembering a major event 50 long years ago made him feel 
old. Realizing that I also fondly remembered 1976, my perky attitude died as quickly 
as a mosquito hit by a bug zapper.  

Rather than dwell on how I’ve spent the last 50 years, I decided to consider age in a 
disciplined, logical manner. Difficult to do. After all, society is consumed by the ages 
of everyone we know and those we don’t know but who are related to those we do 
know. We color our hair to hide the gray. We erase wrinkles with magic creams and 
medical procedures. We work out at fitness clubs with gusto and the determination 
of professional athletes. Health foods become meal staples. Conversations dwell on 
ways to stay healthy, what vitamins to take, how to maintain balance, how to be a 
‘super-ager;’ avoiding unrefrigerated leftover foods that create toxic bacteria. (Cooked 
rice! Who knew???)

Taking a different approach, I took out a packet of 1976 quarters that I still have. 
Remember them? Yes, you may admit it. A colonial patriot is beating a drum; adjacent, 
13 stars representing the colonies encircle a flaming torch. Below it are the immortal 
Latin words, “e pluribus unum,” or “from many one,” that beautiful concept of a 
diverse population united by love of country. The words, “United States of America…
Quarter Dollar” circle the coin’s edge. Every essential image packed in just under 
1-inch diameter.

Then I started to consider things older than I am. When in doubt, think about 
crafts. My first thought was that stitching things together had to have occurred on the 
final day in the Garden of Eden. On a more logical trend, I remembered spinning 
fibers and weaving linen into clothing and tanning animal skins into hats, coats, 
shoes happened in our earliest history. Anonymous painters like the one of Lascaux, 
France’s ancient caves, covered the walls with vivid likenesses of racing horses, deer 
and bulls. 

In America, weaving, shaping bowls and grinding grain were mainstays of natives 
and, later, Pilgrims. Quilting was a mandatory job to make blankets. 
Children embroidered alphabet samplers with decorative stitches. Cooking was 
required to survive.  

In the late 1800s, astute homemakers wrote books that elevated every housewife’s 
tedious role into “craft”. Suddenly, it wasn’t just cooking anymore. Authors 
instructed readers how to design nutritious meals, sew clothing and decorative 
items. Most importantly, the books explained how to create budgets and 
manage household expenses under the title of  “home economics.” 

With that history in mind, I feel better about age. As with all the anonymous 
people who lived in North America or came to it, building, creating, designing, 
inventing, painting, “making do” and doing what was necessary to make a home 
was the start of crafting. Folks just didn’t know it then. Today we have the 
luxury of crafting for comfort, beauty and celebrating our imagination to make 
something beautiful or useful. Crafting is the heart of every national anniversary. 
It’s not about numerical ages on a personal or even a national level. It’s about 
ensuring that the age we live in and our own stage of  life build on the past, 
celebrate the present and gift the future with new talents and new perspectives. 
Happy birthday, America! Here’s cheers for the next 250 years!

©Barbara Kalkis, 2026. Barbara is a writer, teacher and marketing consultant. Her poetry book 
is Little Ditties for Every Day: A Collection of Thoughts in Rhyme and Rhythm. She 

believes happiness lies in not thinking about age – hers or anyone else’s.

Rachel and Grace with their 
boyfriends on a recent trip. 

Can You Find This Ad?

My City/State

My Name
Page #:Advertiser’s Name

One person will be drawn from the correct entries to be named as the winner in next issue.

Pictured in the magnifying glass is a 
small portion of one of our ads. 
Can you find the ad that it came from?
If so, fill in the form below and send it 
to us at: PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 
30028 or email the info below to 
canyoufindthis@theregisterweb.com

The correct entry drawn from last issue was from Neva Larson of Fort Walton Beach.
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Chiefland, Crystal River, Ocala Brooksville, Fruitland Park, Lady Lake, Oxford

Sewing/Embroidery/Quilting/Serger Machines, Floriani, Fabric, Threads & Notions.

979 N. Suncoast Blvd.
Airport Plaza

Crystal River, Florida 34429
352-794-3289 • Mon–Fri 9-5 • Sat 9-3

www.beyondthestitches.com
Sign up for Electronic Newsletter on our website

info@beyondthestitches.com
Facebook: Beyond The Stitches, LLC

Check our website for Classes & other Events! 

Come Celebrate our Anniversary with Us!
July 2, 3 and 4

732 S. US Hwy. 27/441
Lady Lake, FL 32159
Mon 12-4, Tues - Sat 9-4

352-751-0405
AQuiltingPalette@gmail.com

Check out our online store & class list at 
www.AQuiltingPalette.comwww.AQuiltingPalette.com

AQuiltingPalette@gmail.com

2,000 Bolts of

Quality Quilting Fabrics

& Thread/Notions

A Quilting
            Palette, LLC

-- We are OPEN Mondays --

Longarm E2E 
Full Service and 

Rentals Available! 
Call us for details!

            Palette, LLC            Palette, LLC

Authorized Brother Dealer    Authorized Brother Service Center
Super low prices on all Brother Sewing & Embroidery Machines

Over 2,000 Bolts of 100% Cotton Fabrics,  
Patterns, Books, Notions & much more

18851 Cortez Blvd    Brooksville, FL 34601    352-796-0011
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for classes & events:  
www.nanasquiltshop.com
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WHITE
ELEPHANT

Resale Shop
120 S. Magnolia Ave., Ocala, FL  

352-732-5580
Tues-Fri 10:30-5:30, Sat 11-4

Facebook and Instagram: White Elephant Store Ocala

Vintage Finds
Home Decor

and More
- New arrivals daily -

A great li� le store
with a whole

lo� a everything!
Visit our 2nd location 
just across the street Fine Hoarding Since 2004

Win A $25 Gift Certificate 
We give away a $25 Gift Certificate each issue to redeem at a local 

advertiser’s shop!  You can register online at www.theregisterweb.com  
with the link “Register to Win” or complete the form (photocopy is acceptable) 

and mail to: P.O. Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028.  
Please also include a favorite recipe, quote, tip or a craft project  

you want to share with other readers.
The drawing will be made prior to the next issue. The winner will be mailed 

information on redeeming their certificate and also announced in the next issue.  
Note: We do not place your information on any mailing list.

And the Winner is...And the Winner is...
Our winner from last issue is Joy Sima. Joy will receive a gift 

certificate to spend at Meg’s Quilt Cottage in Sebring. 
She enjoys this shop because “everyone’s so nice and 

lots of fabric!” Congratulations Joy!

The Florida Register Gift Certificate Entry Form
ALL ITEMS MUST BE COMPLETED TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE PRIZE DRAWING

Name________________________________________________________________________
Street___________________________ City___________________State_____ Zip_ __________
Phone_ _________________________________ Email_________________________________
My favorite advertiser in this issue is:________________________________________________
I enjoy visiting this shop because:__________________________________________________
Please tell us about a local business you’d like to see advertising in The Florida Register.
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

352-493-2801 
11050 NW 10th Ave. • Chie
 and, FL 32626 

Levy County Quilt Museum Chie
 and Florida

Open Tuesday – Saturday from 10am to 3pm
Quilts, fabric & other handmade items for sale!
Come see Sieglinde Schoen Smith’s collection 

permanently on display!

KISSed Quilts
Take a Ride Into the Countryside       by Marlene Oddie

For over a decade I have been designing quilts with Island Batik fabrics. They are 
now a division of  Lumin Fabrics and I’m honored that they asked if  I’d put my name 
to one of  the fabric collections designed by Jerry Khiev. I selected this beautiful blue 
and yellow collection – Countryside Charm – as my first Signature Collection.

Various values of  blue and yellow create a pleasing pallette that is just happy! The 
motifs are a variety of  floral patterns, leaves and small petal shapes.

I’ve designed four primary patterns and a couple of  them have bonus designs 
included.

Angled Shadows – you may recognize the block 
that I designed last year as part of  our All Pacific 
Northwest Shop Hop event. This version of  it 
doesn’t include any sashings and has a consistent 
background throughout the quilt. This is easily 
constructed when using AnglePlay® templates for 
the half  rectangle triangles. Having angled shadows 
is something new to our industry! Enjoy the 3-d 
effect.

Honeycomb – 
Used my newly 
designed Half  
Hexi template, 
that maximizes 
the use of  a 10” 
square and can cut a half  or whole hexi, the setting 
elements and corners, to make this quilt. The 
template has holes where the ¼” intersections are 
to help facilitate marking your seam start and stop 
points. Bonus: Make a simple wallhanging with 
your favorite fabrics. This concept could be used 
with any collection.

S i n t r a 
Entrada – 

This one may be familiar, but looks quite different 
than one you might have seen a few years ago. 
This is because I’m using a light medium value 
blue consistently for the vertical rectangle 
instead of  a darker value. This may look difficult 
to construct but uses strata techniques to make 
it simple. This tile pattern can be found at the 
entrance of  Sintra Palace in Portugal. I’ve chosen 
to color it quite differently.

Hearts-
a-Bloom – 
Using the 
c o r n e r -
to-corner 
technique you’ll get bonus half  square triangles. 
So I used them in a bonus design—Windy 
Pinwheels. You 
could also just 
make one block 
set and frame it 
as a wallhanging.

These fabrics, 
templates and 
patterns are 
shipping to your 
local quilt shop 
now. If  you 
need patterns, 
templates, fabrics and/or kits—please ask!

Marlene Oddie, of  Grand Coulee, WA, is an engineer by 
training, a project manager by profession, and a quilter by passion. 
At her quilt shop, KISSed Quilts, she quilts for hire on a Gammill 
Optimum Plus and especially enjoys designing quilts and helping 
create meaningful keepsakes. Fabrics, patterns, kits, and templates 
are available at kissedquilts.com. Follow Marlene’s adventures on 
Facebook and Instagram.

America The Great   by Janet Young

As we enter the 250th Anniversary of  our nation, let us be ever mindful of  the 
impact the signing of  the Declaration of  Independence signifies.

Signed in 1776 in Philadelphia Pennsylvania, this document shaped the future of  our 
country as it stated that all people are created equal, and are empowered by unalienable 
rights, to which we adhere to this day. Through this document our freedoms were 
granted. The establishment of  this nation was built on God-fearing men, who wanted 
to escape Britain’s religious persecution, taxes, and social constraints.

Many believed that the Hand of  God enabled them to win the wars. In fact, the 
reference to God’s Hands is a symbol of  peace, strength, and the ability to see His 
influence in all things. For example, when George Washington was preparing for 
battle, fog appeared overnight which enabled Washington and his troops to escape.  
Abraham Lincoln referencing “this Nation under God,” encouraged the people to 
fast and pray for this country, which further supports the idea of  divine guidance.  
Another example that these men saw The Hand of  God in establishing this nation, 
was their commitment to putting “In God We Trust” on our currency. Many examples 
show that these men clearly felt God’s Providence was upon them.   

Just as the men and women of  yesterday, fought for our freedom; so too, our brave 
men and women of  today are fighting to keep our nation safe and free.  Let’s not 
destroy that which we have fought for so hard these many years. 

There is no question the United States of  America is by far the greatest country 
ever.  Let us not destroy it from within.  We reap what we sow.  So tonight, when 
you put your head on your pillow, I trust that you will thank God for this country 
and pray that as a nation we will come back to Him. For our country was built on 
Godly principles.  If  we turn our backs on God, He will let us go on our narrow ways. 
Remember America is the greatest country ever born, let us not destroy it.

Happy 250th America!
© Janet Young is a Certified Tea and Etiquette Consultant,  Co-Founder of  Mid-Atlantic Tea 

Business Association, and prior owner of  Over The Teacup

Home of “Cutie Packs” and Cutie Patterns

New expanded classroom! 
Check out our class listings on our website. 

We love handwork at TVQS, too! 
We carry wool, Valdani thread, patterns and tools for 
wool applique. Enjoy our selection of Sashiko threads, 

patterns, and fabric projects!

Now selling Arrow chairs and sewing cabinets!
Take a seat and try out the fabulous sewing chairs!

2468 US HWY 441, Suite 202
Fruitland Park, FL

Tues-Sat 10-4     352-901-6874

Shop Anytime at VillageQuiltShop.com

Christmas in July Sale and Events  July 14-18

Farm Animals and Meadow Muffins
by Nancy J. Nash

Farm animals bridge the gap between the wild
creatures of  forest and field (like deer and foxes)
and the well-loved pets (like dogs and cats) that share
our homes and backyards. Growing up in a semi-
rural neighborhood, I had quite a few encounters
with farm animals.

When I was about five or six, my father acquired
fertilized eggs for hatching, and something called
an incubator, with lights to keep them warm. I was
fascinated. Lo-and-behold, one day tiny chicks began to crack open their eggs and
step out, damp and gangly. A few weeks later, they walked around the yard, pecking at
insects and running away if  we frightened them. My mother taught me how to approach
them slowly and hold them gently (an important lesson).

Dad built a chicken coop for the swiftly growing brood. It stood at the edge of  the
pasture bordering our backyard, and we children carried pails of  water when we went
to feed and water them. We took our time, watching any chickens outside the coop
scratch the dirt for grubs and larger insects. We called their names, inspiring them to
look up at us with mild curiosity before continuing their quest for food. When they
were inside the coop, my brother often used them as an audience while he rehearsed a
talk for school. They were never critical of  his presentation. Today, when I mention
the early unwavering support he received, he laughs. However, considering that he has
long been a superb public speaker, I can’t help wondering if  their calm presence had
something to do with the ease with which he delivers a lecture!

My father’s other venture in raising farm animals was renting the pasture to local
dairy farmers as a place for heifers to graze during summer months. He maintained
the barbed wire fence and kept an eye on things. It was my mother, though, who had
a special rapport with these creatures. If  they were nearby when she walked along the
fence line, they came running. They just seemed to sense that she had a soft spot in her
heart for them. Little did they know that she often counted them from the kitchen
window to make sure they all were in the pasture. She even noticed features of  their
looks or personalities and named some of  them. When one of  the cows gave birth, of
course we admired the wobbly little one and cheered its arrival in the world.

Once, though, a farmer came with a truck to take a few cows back home. One heifer
ran away from him, evidently overcome with nervousness and fear. She ran to a woodpile
and somehow managed to leap astride it, much to the surprise of  us onlookers. The
woodpile was perhaps four or five feet high - but not for very long. The logs tumbled
down, and so did she before gallop away. She remained in the pasture until the next
day, when the farmer returned with a favorite food to coax her onto his truck. It
worked. The treat distracted her from whatever misgivings she had about that vehicle.

Dad longed for a tractor and eventually acquired one. Among other tasks, after the
cows had returned home at the end of  the summer, he used it to collect clusters of
manure deposited across the landscape.  He would take a dung fork and walk alongside
a low wooden wagon hitched to the tractor as I drove it slowly through the empty
pasture. Every so often, he would tell me to stop until he had loaded a supply of  what
we called “meadow muffins” onto the cart. Months later, our garden vegetables would
benefit from this organic fertilizer.

Before there were tractors, there were horses. Our neighbors had one, though they
no longer used it to plow the fields. One day, when I was a young schoolgirl, Dad
borrowed the horse to till a few rows of  a garden plot. He hitched it to an old-fashioned
cart and off  we went down the road. At home, I got to ride the horse a moment or two
while Dad walked alongside and kept watch of  me. Then he hitched the horse to a
plow and guided it as the horse pulled it through the soft, dark soil. I got to watch a
peaceful scene unfold as the small plot was prepared for planting. A few years later, I
took to walking down the road and visiting the horse as it stood by the fence in its
pasture home. It was a place to daydream and enjoy the company of  a gentle farm
animal.

-© 2025 Nancy J. Nash who is the author of  Mama’s Books: An Oregon Trail Story. and
Little Rooster’s Christmas Eve, each available on amazon.com. She has a B.A. in English

composition from Mount Holyoke College and an M.F.A. in Writing for Children from
Simmons College. She can be reached at nancynash341@gmail.com

Building Harmony by Jeff  Cappis

Shopping and Other Adventures
Okay guys. Listen up. If  you are the master of

shopping at your local hardware store, I’m with
you. We know where everything is, we know how
much it should cost and the brands we like. We’re
ready and organized for the self-checkout. We have
a route through the store. In and out quick with a
military precision and - done. Total efficiency. Yeah,
you’re good. Like your worthiness to be in this
world depends on it.

Now, go shopping with your wife.
I went into town with my wife to go grocery

shopping and soon realized I have to start learning
how to shop all over again. She does a lot of  the same things I do. She keeps lists, she
knows where everything is, she knows how much it should cost and the brands she
likes. But she has done a lot more research so I’m learning to pay strict attention. I’m
on her turf.

Grocery stores are a lot more chaotic. It’s a dog-eat-dog parking lot; the shopping
carts require change and everybody rushes around.

Inevitably she pulls out a list and sends me on missions around the store to find
things. There’s a lot of  stuff  in a grocery store. If  I go off  without knowing the
particular brand/ size/ expiry date/ package dimensions/ grade/ and sales status, I’ll
have to walk back across the store to get the right one. Do you have any idea how
many kinds of  beans there are? Sometimes I have to cross the store two or three
times. Note: A smart woman knows not to send her husband for hair color.

I run across other husbands wandering the aisles looking for stuff  too. We’re lost
and we nervously joke with each other about the exercise we’re getting. One guy said
he’d rather be mowing the lawn or shingling the roof. Another said he’d rather be
playing 36 holes of  golf. Easier.

Another rule is that the chances of  her being where you think she is going to be
depends on how awkward the stuff  is that you are carrying. I once had a couple big
jugs of  cold milk, canned goods, potato chips and juggled them across the store only
to find she wasn’t there. Stressful.

Apparently standing in the middle of  the store shouting her name is frowned upon
by everyone. Especially my wife. The staff  wouldn’t let me use the intercom so my
next idea was to start doing concentric circles around the store perimeter. After 3 trips
around the store I went up and down the isles I thought she’d be at.

I finally found her in a totally different part of  the store looking at pots and pans.
(Oh ya, turns out we often go off  our shopping list for other things too). By then I’d
lost most of  the potato chips, half  the canned goods and my hands were frost bitten
from the milk jugs.

She put down the pan she was inspecting and said, “Where have you been? I’ve been
looking for you everywhere.” My left hand went numb from the cold milk jug and I
dropped it on my foot. Now I felt not only slow but clumsy too. Clean up on isle 36.

Aside from the getting of  goods, there is also a certain etiquette to shopping. You
don’t pretend the shopping cart is a motorcycle and make engine noises while revving
the handle. Skidding the cart sideways around corners is dangerous and riding the
front like a hood ornament is just annoying. Also, one should abstain from trying to
juggle items like canned goods or eggs. Clean up on isle 21.

If  I break any of  these rules and I’ll get a stern look from my wife followed by a long
silence. I think that means she’s mad at me, but I’m not sure. She won’t say.

The checkout is the next adventure. There is a long boring calm as you wait in line.
Here you get to read magazine covers as you pass the gum and impulse merchandise.
But when you get to the front of  the line the cart must be immediately unloaded in a
timely and orderly fashion. The person at the till is faster than you are so don’t doddle
or the people behind you will start making noises.

At our store I have to bag our own groceries. It is important to know that eggs and
bread don’t go on the bottom (If  you do that some people will rudely call you stupid)
and heavy stuff  goes in the bag first. Cleaning supplies don’t go with the fruit. *Note:
Toothpaste, soap and shampoo are not considered cleaning supplies.

Now it’s time to make a clean get away. Out the door, get the dollar back from the
shopping cart, load the groceries in the trunk, cart goes back to the store and get out
of  the parking lot as fast as possible without running down any other elderly people.
The police will pull you over if  you have one stuck in your grill.

All in all, I have to say the experience is survivable but prepare to have your ego (and
possibly your marriage) damaged. Whenever possible, stick to shopping at the hardware
store. They understand us there.

-© Jeff  Cappis 2025 jcappis@telus.net

Notions  Threads   Patterns   Kits   Gifts

10879 US 301 Suite 2    Oxford Florida 34484
Notions  Threads   Patterns   Kits   Gifts

10879 US 301 Suite 2    Oxford Florida 34484

Now offering E2E Longarm Services

Tuesday - Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday 10am - 2pm

352 - 816 - 9133

www.thequilterscottage.com
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Leesburg, Mount Dora and Online

Sun & Mon 1-5, Tues 10-5 
Wed 10-8, Thur-Sat 10-5•352-205-1126
www.garyleesligh.com•gryslgh@yahoo.com

Cross Stitch
Needlepoint
Weaving

Custom Framing
         

Check Out Our 
Monthly Retreats!

1012 W. Main
Leesburg, FL 34748

N e w & P r e - O w n e d M a c h i n e s
M a c h i n e L e s s o n s W / A l l M a c h i n e P u r c h a s e s
S e w i n g C a b i n e t s
A u t h o r i z e d B a b y l o c k , B r o t h e r , J a n o m e
& J u k i S e r v i c e C e n t e r

C l a s s e s : ( S ew i n g , F a s h i o n , Qu i l t i n g ,
Emb r o i d e r y & Mo r e ! )

T h o u s a n d s o f b o l t s
o f f a b r i c !

T h o u s a n d s o f n o t i o n s !
F r i e n d l y &
K n o w l e d g e a b l e S t a f f

Orlando: (407) 831-6488

Lady Lake: (352) 753-0219

9605 S US HWY 17/92 Maitland, FL 32751

918 Bichara Blvd Lady Lake, FL 32159

Mon. - Fri. 9AM - 7PM | Sat. 9AM - 5PM | Sun. Closed

Mon. - Sat. 9AM - 5PM | Sun. Closed

WWW.SEWING.NET
Come See Us For All Your Sewing, Embroidery,

Quilting & Serging Needs!!

We Price Match!*Family Owned For 50+ Years

The Most Complete Sewing Store In Florida!

WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW......SSSSSSEEEEEEWWWWWWIIIIIINNNNNNGGGGGG......NNNNNNEEEEEETTTTTT
CoCoC momo S U F AlAlA llll Y S i E b ididiC

QQ gg gg gg NN !!!!

ThThT eheh MoMoM soso t CoCoC momo pmpm lplp elel tete etet SeSeS wewe iwiw nini gngn StStS otot roro e In FlFlF olol roro ididi adad !

FaFaF mama imim lili ylyl Ownwnw enen dede FoFoF roro 50+ YeYeY aeae rara srsr WeWeW PrPrP icici ecec MaMaM tata ctct hchc !*

a c h i n e s
A l l M a c h i n e P u r c h a s e s

B r o t h e r , J a n o m e
e r
s h i o n , Qu i l t i n g ,

!

f

9605 S US

918 Bic

Make Friends. Make Quilts. Make a Difference.
More information at
lakequiltguild.com

Follow us on Facebook
@Lake County Quilters Guild of Florida

43 Annualrd

Fantastic Quilt Show
November 13 - 14, 2026

Quilts, Vendors, Boutique,
and More!

Venetian Center
1 Dozier Circle

Leesburg, FL 34748

6,000+ Bolts of Quality Fabric
Personalized Fabric Selection Assistance

SEWING, SERGERS AND LONG ARMS

Come experience the diff erence of 
shopping with the boys & girls. 

In-Store Shopping, Shop Online, 
Store Pick-Up or Shipping Available. 

3820 N HWY 19A
Mount Dora, FL 32757

352-483-0082
www.sewminithings.com

Tues-Sat 10am-4pm
Closed Sun and Mon

Contact Shop for Details on Contact Shop for Details on 
Annual 4th of July SaleAnnual 4th of July Sale

FABRIC and EMBROIDERY

FLORIDA SEWING SEW-CIETY
Annual Conference 

October 5-8, 2026
Lake Yale Baptist Conference Center, Leesburg, FL

Visit www.floridasewingsewciety.org 
Registration (opens July 1).

Classes & Workshops

What a bargain — $315 includes:  
Room and Board (Double Occupancy) and registration.  

Arrive on Monday afternoon for the kickoff dinner.
Lots of door prizes and beautiful project kits await you!

Facebook Page: 
Florida Sewing Sew-Ciety

Deb Canham
Serger Educator

Jeannie 
Miller

Loralie Harris
Embroidery, 

fabrics & 
more

Beach Potato, ITH Projects, Tuffet Class
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DeLand, Deltona Clermont

Long Arm Quilting • Edge-to-Edge • Binding • Memory Quilts
Custom Quilts • Labels • Backing Preparation • And more!

18215 E. Apshawa Rd. • Clermont, FL 34715
561-262-5597 • blh81761@aol.com

Becky’s ...Quilting & Embroidery Services ...

Now
Off ering

Embroidery
Services!

18215 E. Apshawa Rd. 
FREE
Pick up 

& Delivery 

within 20 miles 

of Clermont!

10% OFF Longarm Quilting
Expires 8/31/26    New customers only

Competitive Pricing!
VERY Experienced!

Bernina Q 24 with
computerized Q Matic

Quilters Anonymous, Inc.
9225 Pine Island Road

Clermont, FL 34711
quiltersanon.com • store@quiltersanon.com

Open Tuesday thru Saturday 10-3
facebook.com/QuiltAnonInc

Moda, Wilmington, Riley 
Blake, Andover, 108” 

Backing, Thread, Notions, 
Patterns, Precuts, and 

More!

���������
����������������

Longarm Quilting Services
Computerized Edge to Edge & Custom Quilting

Bring in 2 or more quilts in a
month and enter our exciting

monthly drawing for a 
chance to enjoy 26% off 

your next quilt 
purchase!

Drop off & Pick up by
appointment only

407-432-6434
@TopStitchsisters srn1005@gmail.com

100's of designs to choose from!

NNEEWW  
QQUUIILLTT  SSHHOOPP  

IINN  CCLLEERRMMOONNTT  
662 E Hwy 50 

Clermont, FL 34711 
(352) 932-3226

www.BlackDogQuilt.com 
Nestled in the corner  

breezeway of the  
Southlake (WinnDixie) Plaza 

Tuesday - Friday  10am - 5pm 
Saturday 10am - 3 pm   

NNEEWW  
QQUUIILLTT  SSHHOOPP  

IINN  CCLLEERRMMOONNTT  
642 W Broome St 

Clermont, FL 34711 
(352) 932-3226

www.BlackDogQuilt.com 
Nestled in the corner  

breezeway of the  
Southlake (WinnDixie) Plaza 

Tuesday - Friday  10am - 5pm 
Saturday 10am - 3 pm  

NNEEWW  
QQUUIILLTT  SSHHOOPP  

IINN  CCLLEERRMMOONNTT  
662 E Hwy 50 

Clermont, FL 34711 
(352) 932-3226

www.BlackDogQuilt.com 
Nestled in the corner  

breezeway of the  
Southlake (WinnDixie) Plaza 

Tuesday - Friday  10am - 5pm 
Saturday 10am - 3 pm   

NNEEWW  
QQUUIILLTT  SSHHOOPP  

IINN  CCLLEERRMMOONNTT  
662 E Hwy 50 

Clermont, FL 34711 
(352) 932-3226

www.BlackDogQuilt.com 
Nestled in the corner  

breezeway of the  
Southlake (WinnDixie) Plaza 

Tuesday - Friday  10am - 5pm 
Saturday 10am - 3 pm   

Now Offering 
Longarm Services

Ann’s Lovin’ Ewe    by Ann Marie Stewart

57 Questions of Life 
With the passing of  a loved one, we lose 

generations of  knowledge, thoughts, wisdom, 
and a resource of  history. No more can we find 
the answers to our questions. That thought begs 
us to consider what words are important to leave 
behind. Thoughts about this were spurred after 
reading The Frozen River.

Author Ariel Lawhon claims she “collects” 
people for her novels. Ironically, she “collected” 
1780’s midwife Martha Ballard at her OB-GYN 
when she picked up Our Daily Bread and read the August 1, 2008 devotional about 
am 18th Century midwife who had delivered over a thousand babies and never lost 
a mother.

Then she discovered that Martha Ballard’s daily medical notations became a legacy 
and medical and historical record compiled and turned into a biography by Laurel 
Thatcher Uhlrich on which Lawhon based The Frozen River.

So you see, Martha would be forgotten and her medical wisdom lost were it not for 
the fact that her words still have power.

What about you? What words do you need to record for future generations?
Blank Book. If  you’re like me, you probably have a blank book like Martha’s just 

sitting around the house. Or you could pick up a pretty one for your nightstand. It’s 
not a diary, but a place to collect:

• Nightly thoughts
• Favorite Bible verses
• Beautiful quotes and sayings
• Something you learned that day
• A line from a book you read
• Memories
OR you could record memories of  your kids or grandkids. During Covid when I 

daily walked the eight-mile trail with my friend Barb, she told me funny and poignant 
stories of  her grands. “I hope you’re recording these!” I’d tell her. I didn’t want the 
stories lost or forgotten because I knew her grands would one day appreciate the re-
telling.

You could record:
• Something your kids or grands said that day
• Something your kids did or learned that day
• Some wise advice they gave you
• Some wise advice you want to give them
Memories are important. Recently someone sent me a decade-old letter my 

grandfather had written in a November birthday card to his son, Abram. Since it 
was near Christmas, Grandpa wrote about Baby Jesus having swaddling clothes then 
compared it to when their family fled Russia and my grandmother had no diapers 
for their six-day-old infant Abram. But someone had donated a few shirts and so his 
young wife cut off  the sleeves and turned them into diapers! This was a precious fact 
I added to my novel.

I only knew this fact because it was written in a letter and saved and passed down to 
me. Whether emails, letters, or journals, find a way to record and preserve memories.

I was blessed to interview my grandparents about their escape from Russia and 
the child they left behind. These memories became the novel The Remnants: One 
Family’s Escape from Stalin’s Russia which will be available in October 2026. Please 
go to my website at www.AnnMarieStewart.com to learn more.

Your Questions. To help with your own research, I have compiled a list of  
questions from AmericanAncestors.org and VisitingAngels.com that can help YOU 
prompt loved ones to tell you about their lives. Or use the questions to start recording 
for the generations who follow you. You can download the 57 questions off  my 
website at AnnMarieStewart.com Then print and start writing, talking and listening.

© 2026 Ann Marie Stewart www.AnnMarieStewart.com 
Ann Marie Stewart’s novel THE REMNANTS:  

One Family’s Escape from Stalin’s Russia comes out October 2026.

Life in Skunk Hollow                                                                
Christmas in July         by Julie A. Druck

  I’ve been thinking a lot about Christmas lately – more specifically, about Christmas 
trees. The thoughts have been coming as I wander through the newly-planted 
Christmas tree field on the hill above our little house. I’ve taken to walking through 
the grassy field most evenings at dusk, praying over and blessing the trees – that they 
would grow strong and well as they work their way to maturity over the next 7 years.

 In addition to a growing beef  cattle herd, our son, Caleb, and his wife, Abby, are 
trying this new venture on the fifty-acre farm on which both our families live. Our son 
is a thorough researcher and meticulous implementer of  any new project that he takes 
on. So, after much planning and paperwork, he purchased 1,100 Canaan and Douglas 
Fir seedlings. And over a period of  three days in late spring, our family helped put 
those baby trees into the ground. Four generations from Caleb and Abby’s families 
turned out to help at various times over those days. From Caleb’s grandfather who 
helped dig holes to little nieces and nephews who watered the baby seedlings with 
cups from a bucket, it truly was a family affair. 

 Caleb told me that he heard 7-year-old Joshua gently talking to one of  the trees as 
he watered its base. Josh’s encouragement of  “Grow, baby, grow” is the same desire 
of  all those who helped – from the ones who babysat Caleb and Abby’s toddler son 
(who was more interested in eating dirt than planting trees), to Abby’s sister who 
helped tuck trees into the ground while her newborn son was tucked into his swaddle 
against her, to those who golf  carted bucket after bucket of  water to the field, and 
the ones who dug (seemingly) countless holes. We’re all eager to see the growth and 
harvest of  the crop.

 And therein lies a tendency I recognize within myself  – that of  wanting to jump to 
the end of  a process – no matter if  I’m making something, reading a book, or waiting 
for trees to grow. The process can sometimes feel like an interference to the ending. 
Sometimes I just want to have the gift without the bother of  opening it! And yet, I’m 
slowly realizing (in a lot of  areas of  life) that the process, the journey, IS the gift. 

 You know, the length of  time we have on this earth is unknown to us. There’s no 
guarantee that I’ll actually see those trees grow to fruition or ever have the privilege 
of  having one decorate our home during the holiday season. But if  I focus on the 
beauty of  the process instead of  jumping ahead, I realize that seeing the end of  
the trees’ maturity isn’t the only, or even the primary gift. One gift that’s already 
been realized because of  these Christmas tree seedlings has been the blessing of  
family working together for a common purpose. And that purpose goes far beyond a 
farming venture. For this year, we planted more than just trees. We planted common 
memories – memories of  the joy and sweetness there is in helping one another. The 
process of  doing a job together is just as valuable and as precious as tall, mature 
Christmas trees. And so, in a sense, beauty has already begun coming to fruition, and 
these seven years of  waiting will provide more opportunity to discover, delight in, and 
be thankful for all the gifts that will surface in the process.

 Julie Druck is from York, Pennsylvania, and writes from her farm in Skunk Hollow. She’d 
welcome your comments at thedrucks@netzero.com.

The 250th Anniversary of the 
United States: Ideas and Ideals

by Nancy J. Nash 

In the 1890’s, a man named Dietrich was a blacksmith at the Wilhelmshaven naval 
shipyard in Germany. The story is told that one day he spoke to his younger brother, 
Wilhelm, and gave him a warning. 

“I’m not supposed to tell you this,” he said. “I could lose my job for divulging this 
secret. But down at the shipyard, we’re not making cargo ships for world trade like 
the Kaiser wants the public to believe. We’re putting guns on them. We’re building 
battleships and preparing for war…. Don’t stay in this country. You have to leave 
again.” 

Wilhelm had already lived for a short time in the Midwestern United States with 
his wife and son before returning home to Germany. There they were blessed with 
the birth of  another child, Sophia. The young father bemoaned the lack of  job 
opportunities he had had as a carpenter in the Midwest. But now there was another 
reason to return: trouble was brewing in his native country. He knew he had to heed 
Dietrich’s advice. 

Wilhelm and his family crossed the ocean to Ellis Island, landing on July 3, 1894. 
Little Sophie was almost three years old. She watched, transfixed, as her parents 
bowed and kissed the ground in gratitude for a new homeland. She never forgot. 

The family settled in Illinois, where Sophie grew up on a farm, as did her daughters 
after her. One of  them later married into my family and became my aunt. She was 
raised to value freedom, and all her life, she embraced the sense of  responsibility on 
which freedom rests.

 A number of  years ago, my brother wrote Books and the Founding Fathers, a study of  
the literature that influenced the drafting of  the Declaration of  Independence and 
the Constitution of  the United States. Our Founders thought deeply, read widely, and 
attempted to articulate principles that they could then apply to forging a system of  
government responsive to the will of  its citizens. 

Over and over, they affirmed the need for virtue and integrity among the people of  
the new nation. Ultimately, the success of  the American experiment would depend 
upon the ability of  its foundational ideas to live in the minds of  the citizens and the 
power of  its ideals to sustain their willingness to sacrifice.

The Founders gleaned wisdom from the works of  ancient philosophers and from 
Judeo-Christian scripture (with its emphasis on freedom, justice, equality, and human 
worth). Thus was born a nation different from all other nations - one that replaced 
kings and queens with a few carefully crafted pieces of  paper that contained an 
enduring blueprint for the American republic. 

The United States is not simply a place of  prosperity or a distinctive landscape. At 
its heart is a set of  principles of  government intended to honor human dignity and 
to form a sturdy framework for freedom. Its ideals continually demand our attention 
and challenge us to think soberly and wisely.

Sophie grew up to marry the son of  English immigrants. England and Germany 
fought each other in the First World War, but the life of  the young couple in America 
was one of  peace. It was also rigorous, working a farm without running water and 
electricity for many years. But Sophie had seen her parents kiss the ground in this new 
land, and she never forgot their gratefulness for the opportunity to escape oppression 
and to embrace liberty. Neither did my aunt. 

Their memorable heritage is like fabric in a patchwork quilt, its colors and designs 
blending with others in a unique and vibrant pattern 250 years in the making. 

Copyright 2026 Nancy J. Nash

Nancy is the author of  Mama’s Books: An Oregon Trail Story and Little Rooster’s 
Christmas Eve, both available at amazon.com. She holds a B.A. in English composition from 

Mount Holyoke College and an M.F.A. in Writing for Children from Simmons College. She 
may be reached at tradit2@verizon.net. 

• Quality Quilting Fabrics
• Computerized & Custom Longarm Services
• Bernina Certifi ed In-House Machine Repairs

     (over 20 yrs. experience)
• Handi Quilter Technician

DeLand’s ONLY
Quilt Shop &

Sewing Store!
Check Class Schedule & 
Shop Online Anytime at
www.OceansofThread.com

1250 State Rd. 15A  Suite 4 & 5
DeLand, FL 32720

Tues-Thur 10-5; Fri-Sat 10-3   
386-337-5528

Longarm Rental 
and Classes 

Available Now
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Dade City Lakeland

13829 US Hwy 98 Bypass • Dade City, FL 33525 • Just 25 miles north of Tampa

Facebook Group: Quilted Twins — Scrap Quilting and More with Becky

Facebook Page: Quilted Twins — Fabric Deals with Rachael

• Batiks
• Civil War
• Flannels
• Panels
• Novelties
• Kaffe Fassett
• Stonehenge
• Quilt Kits
• Wonder� l Thread

Over 100 
Fabric 

Families 
at $5.99/yd

Rachael’s 
Picks

NAME BRANDS AT $6.99/yard

FA B R I C  WA R E H O U S E
Come shop our over 13,000 bolts of fabric!

Quality unbranded at $5.99/yard
Over 300 bolts of 108" backing fabric at $14.99/yard

Over 800 bolts of batiks at $9.99/yard

QuiltedTwins.com • Over 250 Free Patterns on the website
Becky’s Quilts & Designs • Rachael’s Deals & Finds

Call or Text (352) 507-8458 to schedule your group’s outing.

Shop online 24/7
at QuiltedTwins.com 

with $8 shipping nationwide
Tuesdays: 9 am to 2 pm

Thursdays: 10 am to 5:30 pm
Saturdays: 9 am to 3 pm

Other Hours by Appointment

Come Sew ...in our beautiful sewing shop!
Only $8.00 per day.   Use our: 

Accuquilt •• Mats •• Cutters •• Room

Come 
visit our newly expanded Specialty Fabrics Room

Watch

Ken & Rachael

Show on FB 

& YouTube

100’s of 

Half  Yard 

Bundles

FB LIVE: Quilted Twins Fabric show with 
Ken and Rachael every Monday and Friday 

afternoon at 3:30 p.m. Also on YOUTUBE at 
the same time: Quilted Twins Channel

Bring up to 8 friends for a fun-� lled day with some 
private shopping at our shop. Call for your day. 

Andover • Benartex • Hoffman • Michael Miller
MODA • Northcott • Riley Blake • Robert Kaufman

and LOTS more!

Pre-cuts
Fat QuartersFabric Strips

300 Bolts of Kaffe
250 Bolts of Grunge

GIFT

CARDS 

AVAILABLE 

HERE

Plenty of
Parking: 
room for 
trucks, 
trailers 
& RVs.

VOTED #1 LQS 
in the USA 

in the 
BYANNIE 
contest!

Ask about our Monthly Charm Club - 
where quilt kits are available monthly for under $40

Those Were The Days! by Jay Mark

Advertising in Song
In this day and age of  instant communication, radio & TV, internet, social media 

and the like, it is a challenge to think back to a time when none of  these existed. 
Radio, the first mass communication medium didn’t emerge until the 2nd quarter of  
the 20th century. 

Magazines and newspapers were the primary source of  news and information…
albeit delayed.

The telephone, patented in 1876, allowed person-to-person communication. A year 
later, Thomas Edison introduced the phonograph. For the first time people could 
hear recordings of  voices and music.

Until then, music and performances could only be heard live. That’s why the 
piano was the most popular instrument in the American home. It was the family’s 
entertainment medium. To keep up with the latest songs and music, the sheet music 
industry exploded in the 19th century. The industry changed from simple covers to 
colorful, eye-catching covers to lure customers into making a purchase.

Sheet music (initially called “music sheets”) in itself  offered opportunities to publish 
historic classical scores and other instrumental music. But the medium soon opened 
up to song sheets that could tell stories of  love and romance, humorous experiences, 
travels and news events like in “The Wreck of  the Titanic.” Anything a composer 
could come up with. 

As aviation emerged, it was quickly covered in sheet music – Come Josephine in My 
Flying Machine, Come Take A Trip In My Airship and Lucky Lindy amongst countless 
others. 

All this got me wondering what mediums did companies use to promote their 
products in the late 19th and early 20th centuries? It turned out sheet music was an 
ideal way for advertisers to get their messages and products out to the masses.

With the emergence of  the automobile, dozens of  promotional pieces were 
published. Songs like In My Merry Oldsmobile, My Little Ford Rambled Along, Take Me on 
a Buick Honeymoon. Countless other manufacturers whose life spans were pretty short 
are immortalized in sheet music. The Jitney Bus, Mack’s Swell Car Was A Maxwell and A 
Jolly Ride in a Glide.

Food and beverage products were another area in which themed sheet music 
proliferated. Songs like Heinz is Pickled Again, Under the Anheuser Bush, Rum and Coca 
Cola, I’m Just Wild About Animal Crackers. Well, you get the idea.

The beauty of  old sheet music is that because of  a plethora of  subjects and themes, 
there is virtually nothing that one can’t find of  interest. I’ve found that amongst the 
many things I collect, I probably have more sheet music than any other thing. Pick 
the subject and there are enough to satisfy a collector’s desire to accumulate. Some of  
my areas of  interest include Rags, railroads, aviation, Black Americana, jazz, sports, 
musical instruments, songs about cities and states, just to name a few. 

But for me, I am most interested in advertising sheet music. Not only for their 
colorful, imaginative covers, but how they address their products in lyrics. My holy 
grail is a piece of  music called “Signs We See As We Pass Along.” Published in 1904, 
it is an early critique of  the pervasiveness of  advertising. A train passing through a 
tranquil countryside assaults passengers with 40 products on billboards, signs and 
painted barn sides. 

For more information about that intriguing song, see my article in the May-June 
2017 Antique Register.

The great thing about sheet music collecting is that they don’t have to be just stored 
in albums. In fact, they serve as ideal framed decor. They are easy to display. And they 
are frequent conversation starters. 

A Good Read: Few books have been published of  late about the history of  sheet 
music. Some information can be gained from “Old Sheet Music: A pictorial history” by 
Marian Klamkin (1975); “Victorian Sheet Music Covers” by Ronald Pearsall (1972); “Rare 
19th Century Large Music Sheets,” and “The Sheet Music Reference and Price Guide” (1992).

Value: The beauty of  collecting sheet music is there is something for everyone. 
Many pieces are valued at under $5. Others can be purchased for less than $25. For 
some of  the most desirable pieces such as those mentioned in this article can go 
far north of  $100. Remember, condition is one of  the most significant factors in 
evaluating the value of  sheet music.

Start collecting sheet music, and people will “sing” praise to your unique eye and 
ear.

© 2026. Virtually an antique himself, or maybe a “collectible,” Jay Mark, has more than a 
half-century experience in the antiques business. He owns Those Were The Days!, an online 

specialty bookstore. A recognized historian, he also teaches, lectures and writes about antiques 
and history. Reach him at jaymarkhistorian@gmail.com.    

Those Were The Days! by Jay Mark

Advertising in Song
In this day and age of  instant communication, radio & TV, internet, social media 

and the like, it is a challenge to think back to a time when none of  these existed. 
Radio, the first mass communication medium didn’t emerge until the 2nd quarter of  
the 20th century. 

Magazines and newspapers were the primary source of  news and information…
albeit delayed.

The telephone, patented in 1876, allowed person-to-person communication. A year 
later, Thomas Edison introduced the phonograph. For the first time people could 
hear recordings of  voices and music.

Until then, music and performances could only be heard live. That’s why the 
piano was the most popular instrument in the American home. It was the family’s 
entertainment medium. To keep up with the latest songs and music, the sheet music 
industry exploded in the 19th century. The industry changed from simple covers to 
colorful, eye-catching covers to lure customers into making a purchase.

Sheet music (initially called “music sheets”) in itself  offered opportunities to publish 
historic classical scores and other instrumental music. But the medium soon opened 
up to song sheets that could tell stories of  love and romance, humorous experiences, 
travels and news events like in “The Wreck of  the Titanic.” Anything a composer 
could come up with. 

As aviation emerged, it was quickly covered in sheet music – Come Josephine in My 
Flying Machine, Come Take A Trip In My Airship and Lucky Lindy amongst countless 
others. 

All this got me wondering what mediums did companies use to promote their 
products in the late 19th and early 20th centuries? It turned out sheet music was an 
ideal way for advertisers to get their messages and products out to the masses.

With the emergence of  the automobile, dozens of  promotional pieces were 
published. Songs like In My Merry Oldsmobile, My Little Ford Rambled Along, Take Me on 
a Buick Honeymoon. Countless other manufacturers whose life spans were pretty short 
are immortalized in sheet music. The Jitney Bus, Mack’s Swell Car Was A Maxwell and A 
Jolly Ride in a Glide.

Food and beverage products were another area in which themed sheet music 
proliferated. Songs like Heinz is Pickled Again, Under the Anheuser Bush, Rum and Coca 
Cola, I’m Just Wild About Animal Crackers. Well, you get the idea.

The beauty of  old sheet music is that because of  a plethora of  subjects and themes, 
there is virtually nothing that one can’t find of  interest. I’ve found that amongst the 
many things I collect, I probably have more sheet music than any other thing. Pick 
the subject and there are enough to satisfy a collector’s desire to accumulate. Some of  
my areas of  interest include Rags, railroads, aviation, Black Americana, jazz, sports, 
musical instruments, songs about cities and states, just to name a few. 

But for me, I am most interested in advertising sheet music. Not only for their 
colorful, imaginative covers, but how they address their products in lyrics. My holy 
grail is a piece of  music called “Signs We See As We Pass Along.” Published in 1904, 
it is an early critique of  the pervasiveness of  advertising. A train passing through a 
tranquil countryside assaults passengers with 40 products on billboards, signs and 
painted barn sides. 

For more information about that intriguing song, see my article in the May-June 
2017 Antique Register.

The great thing about sheet music collecting is that they don’t have to be just stored 
in albums. In fact, they serve as ideal framed decor. They are easy to display. And they 
are frequent conversation starters. 

A Good Read: Few books have been published of  late about the history of  sheet 
music. Some information can be gained from “Old Sheet Music: A pictorial history” by 
Marian Klamkin (1975); “Victorian Sheet Music Covers” by Ronald Pearsall (1972); “Rare 
19th Century Large Music Sheets,” and “The Sheet Music Reference and Price Guide” (1992).

Value: The beauty of  collecting sheet music is there is something for everyone. 
Many pieces are valued at under $5. Others can be purchased for less than $25. For 
some of  the most desirable pieces such as those mentioned in this article can go 
far north of  $100. Remember, condition is one of  the most significant factors in 
evaluating the value of  sheet music.

Start collecting sheet music, and people will “sing” praise to your unique eye and 
ear.

© 2026. Virtually an antique himself, or maybe a “collectible,” Jay Mark, has more than a 
half-century experience in the antiques business. He owns Those Were The Days!, an online 

specialty bookstore. A recognized historian, he also teaches, lectures and writes about antiques 
and history. Reach him at jaymarkhistorian@gmail.com.    

Memories of Mom by Tammy Page

I grew up watching my mom when she had a few spare 
moments work crossword puzzles. It’s a pastime that has 
been forgotten by the younger generation.  

I recently cleared out my mom and dad’s home after my dad 
passed away and found new and some old crossword puzzle 
books.  Our whole family was used to seeing my mom picking 
up a crossword puzzle book when we would gather together 
or drop in for a visit.  There was rarely an occasion such as a 
birthday, Mother’s Day or Christmas that she did not receive 
a new book as a gift. Mom was always good with words and 
an intelligent women and I can now appreciate the piles of  
crossword books laid around the house.  She would have a 
couple on her end table beside her recliner and there was usually one on her bedside 
table and one on the kitchen table while she was preparing a meal.  And, of course 
there might have been one in the bathroom too.

As a child I thought my mom was the smartest mom on the block because she could 
complete a puzzle in no time flat.  If she didn’t have a book she would work a puzzle 
in the daily Indianapolis Star newspaper.  Since finding her books while clearing my 
parents home, I’ve found myself  opening them up and working some myself. 

I retired two years ago and at times I don’t have my everyday chores to do or 
my husband is watching another favorite wartime movie and I curl up in my 
chair and work on one a little bit.  I've found that one of my favorite places to relax 
and enjoy the quiet is on my front porch with a crossword puzzle book in my hand.  
It’s a chance to get away from the everyday noises of televison and phones.  I 
make it a habit to leave my phone in the house and just enjoy the peace and quiet 
with my own thoughts.  I also find it relaxing and comforting to know that I 
inherited the enjoyment of crossword puzzles from my mom who passed away four 
years ago.  I even found one that had not been finished from 2000 and it was nice 
that I could finish what mom had started.  The one from the year 2000 had some 
old phrases and meanings of words used today.  I’ve found those a little easier to 
solve because of my age I suppose.  I also love seeing my moms handwriting again 
and before her hands became too shaky to stay in the lines.  It makes me feel close 
to her each time I pick one up and miss her even more. 

I know that from now on I will continue to work crosswords and each time it will 
bring back precious memories. 

© 2026 Tammy Page, who writes from her family farm in Indiana.

2052 E Edgewood Dr..
Lakeland, FL 33803

863-583-4974 Shop
863-450-9399 Cell

FRAME-UP
& NEEDLEWORK SHOP
Fine Matting & Framing

Art Cross Stitch & Needlepoint

Specializing in

Hours:
Mon–Fri 11am–5pm

Sat 1pm–5pm

Featuring the
Cross Stitch of
Linda Jeanne 

Jenkins

Happy 4th of July!
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Plant City

16541 Pointe Village Dr. • Suite 108 • Lutz, FL
(Conveniently located near the Suncoast Pkwy & S.R. 54)

M-F 10-6  SAT. 10-5 • 813-749-0888 • www.scrapandsew.com

16541 Pointe Village Dr. 

Quality Quilt Shop Fabrics 
Notions & Patterns

Classes / Private Lessons
Embroidery Software 

Software Training & Online Store
#1 Dealership in Southern US!

 Sewing Machine Sales & Service

Repair Service Available on 
Most Machine Brands!

PFAFF and Viking Certifi ed Technician. 
Call for appt. today! PFAFF 

Creative Icon 2

Shop our website

Husqvarna Viking 
Designer Topaz 65 

and Topaz 55Q

Amber Air S600

Onyx 30   

Quilt Ambition 635

THE NEW TOP-OF-THE-LINE

NOW AVAILABLE

VIKING and DESIGNER EPIC are exclusive trademarks of Singer Sourcing Limited LLC or its Affiliates. HUSQVARNA and the “H” Crown Device are trademarks of Husqvarna AB and are used under license. © 2026 Singer Sourcing Limited LLC or its Affiliates. All rights reserved.

husqvarnaviking.com

Sewing & Embroidery Machine
Nordic Frost Edition

Shop our websiteShop our website

Your All-In-One Resource for Sewing, 
Embroidery, Quilting, 
and Craft Cutting!

Your All-In-One Resource for Sewing, 

Your Complete APP for 
Sewing~Embroidery~Crafting 

and Quilting. Monthly or 
Yearly Subscriptions. 

Get started with your 30-day 
risk-free trial today - 

just scan the QR code!

Expression 715

Expression 725

Storewide Savings 
our Biggest Sale 

of the Year!

Storewide Savings 
our Biggest Sale 

8th Anniversary Sale!
June 29-July 4

What do vinyl records, cassette players, photograph film, typewriters, 
jukeboxes, and pinball machines all have in common? 

Those are just a short list of things that once dominated our lives, but lost 
support in favor of newer technologies. It wasn’t that long ago, for example, 
when thrift store shelves were filled with vinyl records that were being discarded 
for Compact Discs. Now there are a lot fewer. 

Where have they gone? Back into the hands of a new generation that say LP’s 
have richer tonal quality than the “harshness” of CD’s.

Long ago, VHS gave away to the DVD; 
then online storage. But, believe it or not the 
“ancient” video cassette is now back in demand. 
We are told that a mint VHS copy of the 1985 
“Back to the Future,” sold in 2022 for…are you 
ready? $75,000!

Remember when the flip phone gave way to 
monster-size, huge screen smartphones. Well, 
guess what? “Flippers” are back in demand. 

All this came to mind when I came across 
a full-page article in the Wall Street Journal 
celebrating the comeback of the mechanical 
pinball machine. 

Pinball can trace its lineage back to the late 18th 
century. According to the National Museum 
of American History, “The game’s origins are 
fuzzy, but most historians credit the French for 
this popular pastime. In 1777, Count Artois, a 
brother of King Louis XVI of France, hosted a 
party at his home, the Chateau Bagatelle (hence 
the name), where he erected a building 
especially to house his Bagatelle tables. 

It became a rage in Europe. In 1871, 
English immigrant, Montague Redgrave 
brought it to America where he received 
patent #115,357 for what he described as an 
“Improvement in Bagatelles.”

Redgrave’s patent transformed a game 
played with wooden balls and pool cue-like 
stick to a spring-loaded plunger that sent 
glass balls around a course filled with pins. 
Primitive? Yes. But it can be considered the 

progenitor of pinball.
The next step in the evolution in the development of pinball, was the 1892 

patent issued to Charles Young for a “Coin and Slot Machine.”  It was the first 
device with a built-in nickel slot. In addition, a glass panel covered the playing 
field. The coin slot indicated the machines were intended for commercial 
installations. 

For many years, understandably, Bagatelle was considered a gambling device 
found in unsavory places. Games were often relegated to the home. But, when 
the Great Depression came along, people were looking for diversion. 

At the same time, changes were being made to the older designs. Metal, nail-
like pins replaced the wooden obstacles. That improvement, along with a silver-
colored ball led to the adoption of the name we now know and love: Pinball. 

In 1933, the machines gained a considerable upgrade. Pacific Amusement 
Company introduced battery-operated, diversion gates and kick-out mechanisms.

By 1942, pinball machines had gained negative notoriety as gambling devices 
that “corrupted youth and adults alike. New York Mayor Fiorello La Guardia 
banned pinball in his city saying that they, “robbed school children of their hard-
earned nickels and dimes.”

Other cities joined the bans that continued until 1974 when the U.S. Supreme 
Court concluded that pinball was not a game of chance, but skill. Once again, 
the popularity of pinball exploded, until that is…about 1999 when the novelty of 
video games attracted more public attention.

Then, COVID-19 hit in 2020, once more leading to the additional 
disappearance of pinball machines. But, like vinyl records and other abandoned 
technologies have gained a nostalgic revival. Interest in vintage pinball has never 
been greater. 

In essence, vintage pinball machines are mechanical wonders, a feast for the 
senses, their colorful aesthetics and lively mechanics capturing the joyous spirit 
of the arcade and offering a nostalgic journey back to a simpler, more exuberant 
time.

This revival is an indication of the cyclical interest in the long past, or more 
recent past, that will always keep antique dealers scrambling to keep up with an 
ever-demanding market. 

There is a message in all this, especially for the collecting community. The best 
way to predict a new craving in the collecting community is to consider salting 
away that which was recently discarded. 

A GOOD BOOK: The Pinball Compendium: 1982 to Present by Lay Flat, 
Schiffer Publications, focuses on the modern era of pinball. Pinball – The Lure of 
the Silver Ball by Gary Flower published in 1988 covers the early era of pinball. 

VALUE: Owning a pinball machine takes a couple of things – lots of space, 
and lots of money. Vintage machines start at about $1,000. But super rare and, 
super desirable games can top $20,000.

Virtually an antique himself, or maybe a collectible, Jay Mark, is now in his second half-century 
of experience in the antiques business. He owns Those Were The Days!, an online specialty 
bookstore. A recognized historian, he also teaches, lectures and frequently writes about antiques 
and history. Reach him at jaymark@twtdbooks.com             © 2024

Those Were The Days!

Nostalgic Revival of Vintage Pinball 
by Jay Mark

From this, a circa 1860s Bagatelle 
table....Photo: Jason Clarke Antiques

… to this, the first pinball machine that 
introduced flippers illustrated in Decem-
ber 1947. Coin Machine Journal



July-August, 2026Pg. 16 The Florida Register July-August, 2026 Pg. 17The Florida Register

SebringBelleair Bluffs, Clearwater, Fort Meade, 
Lake Wales, St. Petersburg, Winter Haven

www.FarmGirlQuilting.com

3042 Doc Lindsey Rd. • Fort Meade, FL
863-209-6643   Like us on Facebook!

Tues, Wed, Fri  10-4    � urs 10-8    Sat 10-2

Fabric • Notions • Machines
Everything Sewing

Related!
Welcome to the Newest Fabric

Shop in Polk County!
Fabric - Notions - Patterns - Classes

Learn to: Sew | Quilt | Embroider
Summer Classes Happening Now
Visit website for more information

Now a Kimberbell Certi� ed Shop

249 E. Stuart Ave.
Lake Wales, FL

Shop Hours
M, W, Th, F, Sa 10-3

Tues 10-8
Sun Closed

863.223.8070

www.SewCreativeFabricsandMore.com

Show coupon for $5 OFF a purchase of $30

25% OFF one item 
including in stock 

Janome Sewing Machines!
Come Sew with Us! 

Learn to sew from beginner 
friendly projects & beyond. 

Crafty Quilters 
13221 US Hwy 98
Sebring, Fl 33876
863-658-2148

www.craftyquiltersfl.com

Janome Sales and Service,
Longarm Services

Fabric, Notions, Classes, 
    & Sew Much More

Join us on Wednesdays @ 7pm

Watch us Facebook Or Instagram.  
We have weekly specials and new 

projects to share.  

SSttaayy CCoonnnneecctteedd WWiitthh UUss AAtt CCrraaffttyy QQuuiilltteerrss 

TTeexxtt jjooiinn aanndd yyoouurr eemmaaiill aaddddrreessss ttoo 886633--773333--33554411 

Meg’s Quilt Cottage

1222 Josephine Ct.  •  Sebring, FL 33875
SUMMER HOURS: Mon-Sat 9-2  •  919-603-4680

Meg’s Custom Quilting

OVER 3,000+ 
Bolts in Stock

Moda, Northcott, 
QT, Blank, Free Spirit,

Michael Miller and more!

2 Computerized
Handi-Quilters Providing 

Long Arm Services

SHOP ONLINE!
on our NEW WEBSITE!

MegsQuiltCottage.com

In our new space we now o� er:
• MORE Fabric!

• MORE Notions!
• MORE Clearance!

Shop for Fabric, Pre-Cuts, Patterns, Books, 
Notions, Kits and our Sale Section

Free Shipping on orders $100+

Collum Antiques
In business since 1983

Civil War Weaponry • Medical Items
Scientific & Nautical Instruments

Decoys • Other Special Interest Antiques

596 Indian Rocks Rd. N  Suite 10A
Belleair Bluffs, FL  33770
727-515-2557   Thurs-Sat: 10-4 

www.collumantiques.net

Fabric Smart

Professional Service with a Smile!
6798 Crosswinds Drive N., Suite C101 

St. Petersburg, FL 33710

Serving our Beautifully 
Diverse Creative Community 
with Expertise and Kindness!

Easy access from I-275, Exit for 22nd Ave. N. & go west, one block S. of Tyrone Mall

Also shop online - etsy.com/shop/fabricsmart
Mon-Thur 10 am to 5 pm | Fri 10 am to 7:30 pm | Sat 10 am to 5 pm | Sun Noon to 5 pm

727-914-8850

Buttons • Notions
Special Orders Welcome!

St. Petersburg’s only 
Full Service Fabric Center.
Featuring Premium Quality 

Artistic Quilting Cottons 
and Fashionable Apparel Fabrics for 

our Florida Lifestyle!

About The Cover Artist
Cindy Jacobs

 Paint and create! That pretty much sums up everything Cindy Jacobs 
loves to do. As a designer, Cindy thinks it’s so much fun to decorate homes, 

faux paint walls, make jewelry, and to refinish or refurbish furniture and cabinetry. 
As an artist, Cindy loves to dabble in graphic arts and calligraphy and thinks that designing fonts is 
super fun! Cindy loves photography and enjoys painting in both watercolor 
and acrylic. Cindy also creates artwork with pen and ink and three-dimen-
sional paintings with plaster, metal and wood ornaments or any combination 
of all of the above! Cindy appreciates every different texture, medium and 
subject!

Cindy’s inspiration comes from fond recollections of growing up on the 
farm in Nebraska. The long summer days of her childhood and winter fun 
building snow forts and going on exciting toboggan rides behind the tractor 
created unforgettable pictures in her mind. Family was a big part of Cindy’s 
life; aunts, uncles and cousins! The love of family, farm and her strong faith 
is reflected in the verses and images of her artwork.

Cindy’s mother and both of her grandmothers loved flowers and flower gardens and she 
couldn’t help but be caught up in the beauty of it all. Cindy also has a devoted aunt, Cheryl Postle-
wait, who loves art and has instilled the same passion for art in Cindy. Cheryl has invested much 
time and love in art lessons, art museums and patiently answering endless questions! Thank you 
hardly seems enough when someone is so devoted to helping others around them.

A small part of Cindy’s portfolio includes a collaboration of art and photography from her 
brother, Robert Winholtz. Although he has a doctorate in engineering and is a total left-brain guy, 
he has a gift for seeing things in the world around him that others pass by.

Cindy has four amazing grown children who managed to pick out four super-amazing mates! 
From that gifting she has been blessed with seven grandchildren, five with us and two who are in 
heaven with Jesus. Cindy is surrounded by the love of a family who all have servant’s hearts, Cindy 
feels so richly blessed! “There is nothing better than family time shared around a birthday gather-
ing or a holiday meal. And a big highlight of any week is always reading books and doing creative 
things with the grandkids! When all is said and done, it will be about people and the bonds that 
were shared over meals and artwork. “Material things” will pass away but treasured memories live 
on in the heart forever.” Cindy says.

Cindy loves creativity and believes it is something that comes from within, a gift given by the 
Lord. Cindy prayed for the “work of her hands” from Proverbs 31:31 and you will see this particu-
lar scripture reference by Cindy’s autograph as a thank you and tribute to THE Author of all art! 
(Think nature and all its grandeur!)

Last but not least, Cindy would like to say, THANK YOU to all those who have supported her 
crazy “art-ness” through the years. The support of friends and customers has made Cindy consider 
all of you “Family”! Cindy is so grateful to those who have purchased art as gifts and placed it in 
their homes to encourage one another, lift up one another and put a covering of scripture on their 
walls. “Blessings heaped upon blessings to each of you.” Philippians 1:3

To view Cindy’s art prints, go to www.PennyLaneFine Art.com or call Penny Lane Fine Art at 
800-273-5263 for more information.  

Come see Marian and Leslie at Rainbow’s End!
Classes • Notions • Beautiful Fabrics • And So Much More!

1060 Kapp Drive, Clearwater, FL • 727-733-8572

Follow us on:

RainbowsEndQuilting
See fun videos, beautiful
fabrics & show-and-tells!

Rainbow’s End
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Englewood, North Fort Myers, Port Charlotte, Punta Gorda Jacksonville, Orange Park

SWFL only Private Re-
treat House. Relax, 
craft at your leisure 

with your closest 
friends.  

Crafting Space with twelve

tables/Chairs

Full Kitchen / Dining Room

3 bedrooms/2 bath sleeps 12

Swim Spa/Hot Tub: Bring 
suits and favorite beverages

Www.floridacraftretreat.com

Punta Gorda, FL 

Reservations: 

361-739-8875

Email: 
Jerry@floridacraftretreat.com

Certified Massage 
therapist available 

with advance 
notice.

Ponds/Canal—birds eye view

Lots of amenities: cutting 
table, cuttlebug, ribbon, 
paper and more

Owners Becky and Jerry 
Courtesy of Naples Scrappers

Your Full Service Quilt Shop with a
fabulous selection of 

Quilting Fabric, Patterns, Books, 
Notions, Threads and

Longarm Quilting Service!

3323 N. Key Dr. Unit 1-6, 8
North Fort Myers, FL

239-995-0045
May-Sept Hours: Mon-Sat 10-4

PJSQuiltandLongarmStudio
www.pjsquiltandlongarmstudio.comwww.pjsquiltandlongarmstudio.com

• Large selection of sewing accessories, notions, quilting 
and garment fabric. Over 2000 bolts of fabric in stock.

• Certi� ed service center, with experienced technicians 
who work on all makes & models. 

• O� ering extensive guide classes, along with creative 
project classes.  

• Large variety of classes, taught by outstanding education 
specialists, that are designed to be informative, fun and easy! 

• We share tips that will increase your sewing success, along with 
helpful hints and suggestions to spark your creativity!

Fabric by Moda, Hoffman, Benartex, Timeless Treasures,
Andover, Island Batik, South Sea Imports & More

Sewing Notions & Clubs
Classes: Sewing, Quilting, Machines, Specialty, Software, 

Garment Construction and others 
Sewing Machine Repairs by 

Service Appointments 

Th��� y�� f�� �� �n� u� T�� Bes� 
S���n� S�u�i� �� Ch���ot �� C��n��!

Charlotte Sewing Studio is proud to be a 
Singer, Pfaff, BERNINA and Husqvarna Viking 

dealer offering machine sales & service.

1109 Tamiami Trail
Port Charlotte, Florida 33953

941.235.3555 • www.CharlotteSewingStudio.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30am to 5pm & Sat 9:30am to 3pm

Now  
o� ering  Longarm  Quilting 

Services

Follow us on social media for all the
latest arrivals and updates!

QUILTING FABRIC
GARMENT FABRIC
WIDE BACKINGS
QUILT & PROJECT KITS
NOTIONS
WOOL
CROSS STITCH

CLASSES
BERNINA MACHINES
HORN FURNITURE
LONGARM RENTAL
QUILTING SERVICE
MACHINE SERVICE
AND MUCH MORE!  

Serving our quilting community from
TWO great locations!

4220 Hood Road
Jacksonville, FL 32257

(904) 374-0532

8358 Point Meadows Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32256

(904) 519-7705

WWW.CINNAMONSQUILTS.COM

CINNAMON'S OFFERS:

Mon-Thu 10am-5pm
Fri-Sat 10am-4pm

Sun 12:30-4pm

Mon-Sat 10am-5pm
CLOSED Sunday

WWW.CINNAMONSQUILTS.COM

Quiltfest is Coming!

Start planning now to attend Quiltfest 2026! Or 
give your quilt a chance at winning a cash prize up 
to $300. Quilt registration is from April 1 to July 
30 with quilts due the first week in September. 
Plenty of time to get your pet project done!

Discounted bus and group rates are available. See 
details on the Quiltfest website.

September 17 to 19, 2026

Prime F. Osborne Convention Center
1000 Water St, Jacksonville, FL

400+ Quilts — 50+ Vendors
Prizes—Boutique—Silent Auction—
Demonstrations—Kids Sewing Area

Quiltfestjax.com
FB @quiltfestjax
IG @quiltfestjax

Certified Baby Lock & Brother Technicians on Staff 
Authorized Dealer for: Baby Lock • Brother • OESD

WE BEAT

ANY DEALER

PRICES

• 20% OFF ALL FABRIC!
• Sewing Furniture

1857 Wells Rd. • Orange Park, FL 32073 • 904-269-6911 
info@calicostation.com • www.calicostation.com

Hours:  Sunday 12-4 • Mon Closed • Tuesday - Saturday 10-5

Quilting ServicesQuilting Services
Custom/ComputerizedCustom/Computerized
  Over 500+ Designs!  Over 500+ Designs!

North Florida’s Largest 
Baby Lock Retailer!
Authorized Repair Center

1357 North 
Tamiami Tr.

North Fort Myers

Tues-Sat 10-5  
Sun 11-4

O� ering a Wonderful Selection of ALL Things 
Beautiful! Rare Antiques and Interesting � nds,
Vintage Jewelry, Glass, China, French Furniture, 

Vintage Clothing, Vintage Rugs, Fine Art & more.

O� ering a Wonderful Selection of ALL Things 

Cedar Valley Crafts
Handmade with Heart

232 N. Indiana Ave.  •   Englewood, FL

• Shop our Cross-Stitch and Embroidery Kits and Floss.
• We carry Sullivans Floss • Professional Quilt Finishing

• New Pre-Cuts and Patterns in store. 
• Amish Quilts and handmade gifts ready for pickup.

Your local quilt 
and fabric shop in 

beautiful SW Florida.

Englewood’s ONLY 
Quilt & Fabric Shop!

www.cedarvalleycrafts.com  cedarvalleycraftsFL@gmail.com

Mon: 10 - 3   Tues-Fri: 10 - 6   Sat: 10 - 3  •  941-681-2313

Your local quilt Your local quilt 
and fabric shop in and fabric shop in 

beautiful SW Florida.beautiful SW Florida.

Happy 250th Anniversary America

Fabric | Notions | Kits | Classes | Tours  

Hours:         
M-T-W-F 10-5 | Th 10-6 | Sat 9-3 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
         

Fabric | Notions | Kits | Classes | Tours 
      941-347-8189 
          thewhitedaisyquiltshop.com 

Towles Plaza   |   2705 Tamiami Trail   |   Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
 

Southwest Florida’s Newest Quilt Shop 
Closed Mondays from Memorial Day through Labor Day

Mon-Fri 10-5    Sat 9-3

 

Fabric | Notions | Kits | Classes | Tours 
941-347-8189

   thewhitedaisyquiltshop.comm

Pieces From My Heart 
by Jan Keller 

Summertime Taste Sensations 
It was a dream come true when my husband and I traveled to New Zealand 

many years ago. After our very long flight, we boarded a cruise ship and visited 
many towns on both the north and south islands. We found the country to be as 
beautiful as we had imagined and the New Zealanders were exceedingly friendly. 

We enjoyed all of our shore excursions, but I was especially excited to sign 
up for a visit to a sheep ranch which included lunch with the family who owned 
the ranch. In addition to getting to watch the trained shepherd herd the sheep, I 
was eager to get to visit and see inside of a typical home—and taste a New 
Zealand home-cooked meal. 

New Zealand seemed like a perfect place to live. The weather was wonderful 
and reportedly moderate year around. One very surprising feature was that homes 
don’t require screen doors. There’s no need. They don’t have bugs or flies. In 
warm weather they simply leave their doors and windows wide open. As an 
added bonus, they also don’t have snakes. 

Our visit was in January, but because the seasons are reversed, we were   
delighted by the summertime taste sensations our hostess served picnic-style in 
their backyard. Along with a variety of barbecued meat offerings, the menu    
included a couple of simple salads that combined ingredients I never realized 
could be so complimentary. I am sharing these recipes because they were 
simply sensational—and perfect for serving at any backyard gathering! 

WATERMELON, CUCUMBER & ONION SALAD  
Watermelon, cut in chunks Cucumbers, sliced 
Sweet Onion, thinly sliced 2 Tablespoons Salad Oil 
2 Tablespoons White Vinegar 1 Tablespoon Brown Sugar 
2 Tablespoons Mint, chopped 1/4 cup White Wine 
This recipe as given to me did not indicate amounts for the watermelon,    

cucumbers or onion—but don’t worry about it because the recipe is flexible. 
The watermelon is primary, cucumber is secondary, and onion is complimentary. 
Play with the amounts as you prepare and combine them.  

The remaining ingredients should be mixed together, poured over the salad 
and tossed. The dressing is adequate for a medium-sized salad. 

STRAWBERRY & MUSHROOM SALAD  
Fresh Strawberries, sliced Fresh Mushrooms, sliced 
French Salad Dressing of choice 1-2 Tablespoons Mint, chopped 
Fresh Lemon Juice Sour Cream 
Again, this recipe is flexible. Simply slice the strawberries and mushrooms into 

a bowl. Mix together the French dressing, mint, lemon juice and sour cream   
according to taste and toss together with the strawberries and mushrooms.

E n j o y  M o r e  o f  J a n ’ s  C o l u m n s  

O R D E R  H E R  B O O K S  T O DAY
Life is like a quilt, pieced together from a 

unique patchwork of memories, friendships, 
 joys, and challenges  In each of these books, 

syndicated columnist Jan Keller is down to 
earth and refreshingly transparent as she 
opens the door to life’s dreams, triumphs 

 and struggles in a heart-warming 
way that will touch you forever  You’ll 

love the way she spins ‘yarns’ that 
weave the pieces of a treasured tapestry into a vivid depiction of life and love 

 SPECIAL OFFER! Order both books for just $25 and SAVE Shipping & Handling!

Mail your order to: Black Sheep Books, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Peyton, CO 80831-8458 

©2026 Jan Keller  No reprint without permission  Jan shares other pieces of her life in her books, 
Pieces From My Crazy Quilt, and The Tie That Binds  These books can be ordered by calling  
719-866-8570, or writing: Black Sheep Books, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Peyton, CO 80831 

Random Acts 
by Maranda Jones 

Stages 
Songs get stuck in my head, and sometimes I hear the correct lyrics on repeat 

in my mind. Other times, I make up the lyrics as I go, singing the words that I 
think are on key with the verified verses, only to be corrected by my children. 
The kitchen acted as my stage, and today I was certain I had the words right for 
a change as I sang into the spatula. Maybe it is my inability to sing the correct 
words and the correct notes that troubles my family most.  

This morning’s song happened to be “The Butterfly Song,” which I learned 
from my mom as a little girl. I confidently sang “If I were a butterfly, I’d thank you 
Lord for giving me wings” as we got ready for church. This song I know by 
heart. My kids have been singing this song at home and in Sunday School since 
they were young, just like my sister and me. Mom made us a colorful poster for 
our room with the lyrics and the animals. I can still picture the robin, the kanga-
roo, and the fuzzy wuzzy bear that would thank the Lord for his fuzzy wuzzy 
hair. And the crocodile that would thank the Lord for his great smile always 
looked so charming! Although that robin would thank the Lord that he could 
sing, I cannot relate to that line of praise. I have never given thanks for my sing-
ing voice, and I am positive no one else has either! It does not stop me from 
singing though, and I just hope that it’s a joyful noise to the Lord even though it 
is not one to those around me. 

Perhaps I should sing to butterflies since they cannot hear. A flutter of butter-
flies would be the perfect audience for someone like me who loves to sing and 
cannot find the way to the right notes. Maybe my lousy sense of direction has 
something to do with my pitch accuracy problems. I just cannot find my way. 
Butterflies could teach me something about this too. They have an impeccable 
sense of direction and travel many miles. National Geographic notes that mon-
arch butterflies fly 2,500 miles from the United States and Canada to southern 
California and central Mexico. Billions of butterflies arrive in the mountains of 
Mexico each year, visiting the same forests as their ancestors.  

After the amazing metamorphosis from 
egg to caterpillar to chrysalis and finally to 
adult butterfly, these monarchs need pro-
tection from predators. Their poisonous 
bright coloring warns animals not to eat 
them. While the predator will not die from 
eating a butterfly, it will feel sick enough to 
avoid monarchs in the future. The but-
terflies get toxins from milkweed, their 
only food source in the caterpillar stage. As they grow, they gain nutrients by 
drinking nectar from milkweed, clover, and goldenrod. 

We also go through stages, drinking milk and later eating solid food, necessary 
for our nourishment and protection. We grow and learn “as babies in Christ” 
who are fed “milk, not solid food, because we were not yet able to receive it.” As 
we mature, we seek protection in God’s word, develop our senses, and gain 
more understanding. We should be teaching others the elementary truths and 
basic principles of God’s revelation. Hebrews 5:11-14 reminds us of this, just like 
Sunday School songs do. Whether it’s a butterfly thanking the Lord for its wings 
or a wiggly worm appreciating its squirm, these spring creatures remind us to 
give praise. “I just thank you Father for making me, me.”  

© 2025 Maranda K. Jones 

Maranda Jones’ new book Random Acts 
is now available at amazon.com  

TThhee  bbooookk  iinncclluuddeess  hheerr  aaccccllaaiimmeedd  aarrttiicclleess  ffrroomm  tthhee  llaasstt  ddeeccaaddee!!  

Tired of Boring
Pet Store
Collars?

Our Pet Boutique is located
at 4710 Edison Ave.,

Jacksonville, FL 32254www.luluscollars.com
Shop

Stand out with handmade designs
you won’t find in big-box stores!

Unique styles
Custom options
Comfortable fit
Made in the USA
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Daytona Beach, Edgewater, Holly Hill Melbourne, Sebastian

Seaside Quilts 
Location

3693 S. US Hwy 1 • Edgewater, FL 32141
Tues-Fri 10-2   

386-402-8995•www.seasidesewingandquilts.com

Offering long arm services,
stock fabrics and notions

               to make your quilt life
                    more enjoyable.

We are all about knowing when it comes to sewing!
• 30+ Years of Service in the
Greater Daytona Beach Area!

• Service on Most Makes & Models
• Fabric, Software & Accessories

386-767-3545 • www.sewinggarret.com  •  sales@sewinggarret.com
949 Beville Rd, Bldg B•Daytona Beach, FL 32119

Tues. - Thurs. 9 - 5:30 • Fri. 9 - 5 • Sat. 9 - 2

thesewinggarret
The Sewing Garret
Join us for 

Summer Sewing Camp! 
Call for details! 

3,700 sq. ft.
filled with

3,100+ Bolts of
Quality Fabric!

• Long Arm Machine   
 Quilting Services
• Beautiful Selection   
 of Batiks 
• Classes

1585 N. Nova Rd • Holly Hill, FL  32117
Less than 4 miles off  I-95 • Quilters’ Bus Tours Welcomed

Mon-Fri 10-5 • Sat 10-3    386-310-7070

SHOP ONLINE ANYTIME AT
www.thesewnquiltco.com

We are Your 
Auth� ized
Dealer f� :
Auth� ized
Dealer f� :

Back Porch Break 
by Nancy Brummett 

Salon Sagas 
I had my first manicure in a nail salon when I was in 

my late fifties. I only went then because my two little 
granddaughters who were visiting one summer wanted 
to go. When the woman who answered the phone 
said she would give the girls a “free flower” I thought 
that was very kind and expected them to come home 
with a long-stemmed rose or a carnation but no, it 
was a daisy painted on each small thumbnail. 

That was about 30 years ago, but since then I’ve become a semi-regular client 
at several different nail salons. You may think that the best “people watching” 
may be found at airports, malls, or ER waiting rooms, but I assure you, the clien-
tele at nail salons can be most bemusing and amusing. 

People become very loyal to their nail technicians, and I’ve followed my favorite 
to three different salons as his job changed, but I’ve noticed many similarities in 
terms of clientele at the different locations. It always warms my heart to see a 
faithful daughter or caregiver bringing in an older woman to get a manicure or 
even more rejuvenating, a pedicure for her ailing feet and hard-to-cut toenails. I 
also like seeing men getting pedicures to make their wives happy! 

But you can see some strange things in nail salons, too. One time a fortyish 
business woman was on her phone the entire time she was getting her pedicure. 
She also had her laptop open on her lap and was conducting business as if she 
were seated behind a mahogany desk in a high-rise office building. I actually 
overheard her offering a job to someone. They were negotiating salary, vacation 
time, job title, etc., and everyone in the salon could follow along with each    
discussion point. In the end the fellow on the other end of the phone evidently 
said he’d talk to his wife and let her know, so we were all left wondering if he 
took the job. It’s been a while since I was in the corporate world, but is this the 
new business etiquette? I hope not. 

Keeping up with the life events of manicure seekers is entertaining as well. 
You overhear that someone wants bright orange because they are headed to 
Mexico on vacation, or you witness a giggly bridal party coming in to get their 
nails done for the wedding. Recently two little girls proudly held out their hands 
to show me the ice blue polish they got because they were to be flower girls in 
their aunt’s upcoming wedding. Much of life can be witnessed in a nail salon, 
and seeing those two little girls reminded me of two others many years ago. I 
guess salon sagas can be sentimental, too. 

 
Nancy Parker Brummett is an author and freelance writer in Colorado Springs, CO. Follow her on 

Facebook, Instagram and Linked In or subscribe to her blog posts at www.nancyparkerbrummett.com.

Now Available!

The Hope of Glory
A Devotional Guide for Older Adults

From Columnist

Nancy Parker Brummett
Order print or eBook from

V O L U M E  T W O

Ann’s Lovin’ You 
by Ann Stewart 

57 Questions 
 

With the passing of a loved one, we lose generations 
of knowledge, thoughts, wisdom, and a resource of his-
tory. No more can we find the answers to our ques-
tions. That thought begs us to consider what words are 
important to leave behind. Thoughts about this were 
spurred after reading The Frozen River. 

Author Ariel Lawhon claims she “collects” people for her novels. Ironically, she 
“collected” 1780s midwife Martha Ballard at her OB-GYN when she picked up 
Our Daily Bread and read the August 1, 2008 devotional about am 18th Century 
midwife who had delivered over a thousand babies and never lost a mother. 

Then she discovered that Martha Ballard’s daily medical notations became a 
legacy and medical and historical record compiled and turned into a biography 
by Laurel Thatcher Uhlrich on which Lawhon based The Frozen River. 

So you see, Martha would be forgotten and her medical wisdom lost were it 
not for the fact that her words still have power. 

What about you? What words do you need to record for future generations? 
If you’re like me, you probably have a blank book like Martha’s just sitting 

around the house. You could pick up a pretty one for your nightstand. It’s not a 
diary, but a place to collect: Nightly thoughts, favorite Bible verses, beautiful 
quotes and sayings, something you learned that day, s line from a book you 
read, or memories. 

Or you could record memories of your kids or grandkids. During Covid when 
I daily walked the eight-mile trail with my friend Barb, she told me funny and 
poignant stories of her grands. "I hope you're recording these!" I'd tell her. I did-
n’t want the stories lost or forgotten because I knew her grands would one day 
appreciate the re-telling. 

You could record something your kids or grands said that day, something 
your kids did or learned that day, some wise advice they gave you or some wise 
advice you want to give them. 

Memories are important. Recently someone sent me a decade-old letter my 
grandfather had written in a November birthday card to his son, Abram. Since it 
was near Christmas, Grandpa wrote about Baby Jesus having swaddling clothes 
then compared it to when their family fled Russia and my grandmother had no 
diapers for their six-day-old infant Abram. But someone had donated a few shirts 
and so his young wife cut off the sleeves and turned them into diapers! This was 
a precious fact I added to my novel. 

I only knew this fact because it was written in a letter and saved and passed 
down to me. Whether emails, letters, or journals, find a way to record and pre-
serve memories. 

I was blessed to interview my grandparents about their escape from Russia and 
the child they left behind. These memories became the novel THE REMNANTS: 
One Family’s Escape from Stalin’s Russia, which will be available in October 
2026. To learn more go to my website at www.AnnMarieStewart.com. 

To help with your own research, I have compiled a list of questions from 
AmericanAncestors.org and VisitingAngels.com that can help you prompt loved 
ones to tell you about their lives. Or use the questions to start recording for the 
generations who follow you. You can download the 57 questions off my web-
site at AnnMarieStewart.com Then print and start writing, talking and listening.  

© 2026 Ann Marie Stewart www.AnnMarieStewart.com. Ann Marie Stewart’s novel 
THE REMNANTS: One Family’s Escape from Stalin’s Russia comes out October 2026.

Decorative yet functional, these
diminutive plates were sized to hold an
individual portion of  butter to
accompany the requisite
bread served at most
meals.

Tiny enough to cradle in
a lady's hand, yet durable
enough to withstand the
wear of  many generations,
butter pats are precious
collectibles that have not
only stood the test of time
but transcended it. Once
considered mere
curiosities of  a bygone era, these dainty
tablewares are again becoming popular,
beloved for their delicate beauty and their
charming versatility.

Butter pats first found life and use in
the mid-19th century, in an age of
elegance when the elaborately set dining

Butter Pats - Decorative Yet Functional
Now a Popular Collectible

table was both expected and revered.
Butter pats, which are sometimes called
butter chips, are 2 to 3 inches in diameter,

designed to resemble
miniature dinner plates in a
womans chosen china
pattern. Decorative yet
functional, they were sized
to hold an individual portion
of butter to accompany the
requisite bread served at
most meals.

As the Victorian era ended
and many of its fashions
faded, so went the use of  the

butter pat. Most manufacturers no longer
make them, but butter pats are easily
found today in antiques stores and flea
markets, many for under $10.

--Reprinted from TeaTime Magazine, A
publication of  Hoffman Media, LLC, 1900

International Park Drive, Suite 50, Birmingham,
Alabama 35243 – Photography by Sarah Dunlap

Confused by the terms in glass for sale?
Wonder what “Etched Depression Glass”
is? Is your glass “Depression Glass”? Let’s
look at a few terms to make buying safer
and more enjoyable.

Depression glass was made roughly
from the late 1920s to about 1941,
covering the Great Depression of  the
1930s. Glass makers
developed mass
production techniques
that allowed them to
make attractive glass
cheaply and without
hand work, making it
so inexpensive that
companies used
depression glass as
premiums and
giveaways in everything from oatmeal to
soap to flour. Movie theatres gave away
glass each week and patrons could
accumulate sets over time.

Glass companies such as Federal or
Jeannette developed pretty patterns and
designs and colors such as amber, topaz
(yellow), green, blue, aquamarine
(turquoise), rose and red. Much of  the
glass came in a wide variety of  shapes,
often including dinner sets, lunch sets,
serving pieces, decorative bowls and
plates. This glass was not high quality;
glass was not as clear as fine crystal
produced by firms like Heisey or Fostoria
and the seams were often raised. Many
pieces had little bobbles or wrinkles.

The term “Depression Glass” refers to
glass made from about 1928 to 1940,
mass produced, and available in colors
and often in crystal or white. Depression
glass is particularly popular to collect
because it is beautiful and it is fun to select
a pattern, and then seek out all the pieces
you need to have a full dinner set or one
of  every item.

The term “Etched” means a recessed
design on glass. Etchings apply a design
to glass where the glass is coated with wax
and a design is traced through the wax.
The glass is treated with acid. The acid
can eat through the glass where the design
was traced on, but
it cannot dissolve
the wax. When the
wax is removed the
design shows as
inset into the glass
surface. There are
many ways to make
the designs. The
common point is
that the design is
recessed into the glass.

Some depression glass patterns have
fanciful raised designs, such as Hocking’s
Mayfair or Jeannette’sCherry Blossom.
These pieces look etched at first glance,
but they are actually mold-etched.
Remember, depression glass was mass
produced by machines that pressed
molten glass into molds. To make the
pretty designs, the glass companies coated
the molds with wax, and then applied a
design on the mold – not on the glass -
treated the molds with acid, then removed
the wax. Just as with etched glass, the
design was inset into the mold.

With the design being inset in the mold,
the finished pieces of  glass will have the
designs raised above the surface of  the
glass. One way to distinguish “depression
glass” is to check whether the design is
above the surface. If  it’s above the surface
then you have “mold etched depression
glass.”

Not all depression glass is mold etched.
Some patterns had geometric motifs like
spirals, raised diamonds, dots and ribs that
were pressed designs. The molds were
shaped to quickly produce these by
normal pressed glass techniques.
Examples are Hocking’s Waterford/
Waffle or Jeannette’s Windsor. These

Etched Depression Glass vs. 
Depression Glass vs. Elegant Glass

patterns also came in sets for dinner or
lunch and are collected as patterns.

So to summarize: Depression Glass
was made during the Great Depression,
came in patterns that may be mold etched
or geometric, was made in dinner or lunch
or other sets and came in colors such as
pink, amber, blue, green or purple. It was

mass produced,
inexpensively made
and generally lower
quality.

What is Elegant
Glass? Elegant glass is
“good glass”, made by
companies such as
Cambridge or Fostoria,
that was finely detailed
and often included

significant hand work. Often elegant glass
will have ground base rims that were
finished by hand. Elegant glass may be
etched, cut or simply pressed. The glass
is better quality, more transparent and
usually better finished with less-visible
seams and fewer imperfections.

Let’s look at some common myths
about depression glass.

Myth: All depression glass is colored.
Not so. Many patterns were made in
crystal as well as colors. Clear depression
glass is called “crystal” although it is
certainly not fine quality lead crystal!
Crystal depression glass can be very
attractive as it gathers the light and
sparkles on your table.

Myth: All colored glass is depression
glass. Unfortunately not. Hand houses
such as Cambridge or Fostoria made
beautifully colored elegant glass during
the depression. Although this glass passes
the test for date, patterns, sets and colors,
it was hand made and expensive at the
time. Also, people like colored glass and
it has been made at almost any time
period since the depression. You may find
pink glass in a spiral pattern that was made
in France by Arcoroc during the past 30
years. This is definitely not depression
glass although people may unknowingly
list it under that category.

So what do glass
sellers mean by
“etched depression
glass”? Read the
listing and look at
the picture. You may
find a hidden gem!
Sometimes they
mean “mold etched”
depression glass and
sometimes their

glass is actually high end elegant glass with
detailed acid etches. And sometimes the
glass is decent quality but more modern
with etched, cut or pressed designs. If  you
can’t tell from the picture or description
then ask questions.

Buying glass is a lot of  fun, and it’s fun
to to figure out what you have. Many of
us have glass that was handed down and
has a family history. Wouldn’t it be nice
to have a full set or enough pieces that
you could use them? With the advent of
online antique stores like Cat Lady Kate’s
Elegant and Depression Glass and
auction sites it is possible to complete
almost any pattern.

Your best assurance of  having fun
buying glass online is to educate yourself
and know a little about the patterns you
like. There are good reference books
available on depression glass and elegant
glass. Your library can probably get books
by Gene Florence, which are excellent to
start learning about glass. Or look online
at sites that specialize in glass and
compare patterns and pictures. eBay and
TIAS are good places to find many
patterns and glass pieces from
knowledgable sellers.

–reprinted with permission of: Cat Lady Kate's
Elegant and Depression Glass

by Kathy Eickholt

Name

Street Address

City State Zip

REGISTER TO WIN A COPY!
Register to win your very own copy of  this wonderful book and others reviewed here in

The Country Register, courtesy of  the publishers.  Just complete and mail this form.
Winners will be announced in the paper & sent their prize by mail.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY - THIS WILL BE YOUR MAILING LABEL.

P O Box 594
New Market, MD 21774

The colorful and fresh art of
Lori Siebert is the perfect
backdrop for this charming gift
book filled with friendship
quotes and loving sentiments. In
these pages readers will discover
a beautiful tribute to the kind of
friendship that develops through
laughter as well as tears, through
everyday moments and one-of-
a-kind adventures, through fears
and cheers and challenges. When
friends experience that, they
become the best of
friends…forever friends.

This cheery little book is a
sweet gift to wrap up and give
whenever someone simply
wants to say, “Thank you, my
friend.”

Lori Siebert has studied art since the age of
seven and has a degree in graphic design from
the University of  Cincinnati. Her artwork is
featured in 101 Inspirational Thoughts to
Brighten Your Day, The Friendship Garden,
and God Cares for You. She divides her time

Suggested Retail: $9.99
ISBN: 978-0-7369-4510-3

Size: 4 1/2 x 4 1/2

Book Review
by Lori Siebert

Friends Forever, Facing Whatever

between sewing, sculpting, drawing, painting, and
designing future products. With an ever-
expanding portfolio, Lori cherishes the
opportunity to be creative every day.

Quilts and LaceQuilts and Lace
7720 N. Wickham Rd. Suite 1117720 N. Wickham Rd. Suite 111

Melbourne, FL 32940 Melbourne, FL 32940 
321-622-8602321-622-8602   

beth@quiltsandlace.combeth@quiltsandlace.com
Mon, Wed-Fri 10 - 5Mon, Wed-Fri 10 - 5••Tues 10 - 7Tues 10 - 7••Sat 10 - 4Sat 10 - 4

July 18 – InhouseInhouseInhouse &&& Virtual

July 18 – Inhouse & VirtualJuly 18 – Inhouse & Virtual

July 18 – Inhouse & Virtual

Coming this Fall!
Call for details.

� ree Days of Fun!

� ank you f�  supp� ting your local quilt shops!

11638 US I • Sebastian, FL 32958
772-388-1700 
Mon - Fri 9 - 4 • Sat 9 - 3 
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Almost 5,000 Bolts of Cotton and Batik fabrics in stock! Northcott, Studio E, In the Beginning,  Almost 5,000 Bolts of Cotton and Batik fabrics in stock! Northcott, Studio E, In the Beginning,  
Michael Miller, P & B Textiles, Riley Blake, Robert Kaufman,  Michael Miller, P & B Textiles, Riley Blake, Robert Kaufman,  

Quilting Treasures, Andover Fabrics and more!Quilting Treasures, Andover Fabrics and more!

Sign up for our newsletter on our website.

Authorized Dealer of                                        Sewing Machines!Authorized Dealer of                                        Sewing Machines!

Tues–Fri 10am–4pm •  Sat 10am–3pm • pamsfabricnook@gmail.com
www.PamsFabricNook.com

VISIT US AT
9024 S US Hwy 1 • Port St Lucie • 772-800-3019

2914 Jog Road 
Greenacres, FL 33467

561-304-7211
QuiltABit.com

Check us out on Facebook

FULL SERVICE QUILT SHOP
• Quality Cotton, Beautiful Batiks, 

Wool, Fat Quarters, Kits, Patterns, 
Books, Notions

• Longarm Quilting Services Available
• Classes in our Large Classroom
• Come in and see our extensive 

selection of cotton, batiks, and 
wide-back fabrics.

• 4,000+ bolts plus 100+ panels

NE corner of 10th Ave & 
Jog Road in Barclay Square Plaza

Hours: 
Mon –Fri 9am to 5pm

Sat 9am to 4pm
Closed Sunday

CHRISTMAS IN JULYCHRISTMAS IN JULY
Saturday, July 25

Come in and see the new Holiday Fabric
DOOR PRIZES • SALES, SALES, SALES!Are you organizing a local arts,  

crafts, quilt or antique show this Fall?
Need exhibitors and crafters?

Need to tell shoppers about the event?

FALL SEPT/OCT DEADLINE: AUG 1ST

TheRegisterWeb.com

Then use The Florida Register 
to get your message out!

If your event is before Nov. 15, be sure to 
advertise in the Sept/Oct issue so our readers 

have time to plan to attend!

1-866-

825-9217 Show us your finished projects!
Send us your photos of a 
completed project for a 
chance to be featured 
in an upcoming issue 

of The Register!

Project photos & details can be digitally submitted to:

amy@theregisterweb.com

Or mailed to:

The Register • PO Box 2419
Cumming, GA 30028

Sorting Stash Summer by Janet M. Bair

This April I was fortunate to attend the AQS (American Quilter’s Society) show in 
Hartford, CT.  Since it was only an hour away, many from our quilt guild attended. 
It was certainly much closer than going to Paducah, Kentucky for their main show.

 Seeing the amazing craftsmanship of  quilters from all over the world was inspiring 
and intimidating.  I could only imagine the thousands of hours that went into some 
of the stunning quilts.  The “art quilts” that show a picture very close to a photograph 
amaze me.  My friends and I were there for seven hours and we still didn’t see 
everything.  With over 100 vendors, it was hard to choose what to buy.  I restrained 
myself  and only bought ten fat quarters from out-of-state shops.

The following weekend was our own guild quilt show sponsored by the 150 
members. I was very happy to see my first queen size quilt “Seaside Dreams” on 
display. Two years ago when I first walked into Colchester Mill Fabrics, I fell in love 
with several turquoise seashell prints.  After I walked around the whole store which 
has amazing selections, I went back to the first bolts of beachy themed fabric and 
created my quilt from them.  While I can’t swim all year round in New England, I can 
dream about the beach while sleeping under my quilt.

 At our show, there were four quilt shops selling fabric. I selected a fat quarter 
bundle of five coordinating beachy fabrics, plus an unusual piece of batik that I 
couldn’t resist.  Oh, and I bought a fat quarter of donut fabric for a doll’s dress. Our 
guild sold a lovely variety of handmade items besides “mystery bags” of fabric.  I just 
had to buy two of  those.  

April turned into May and at our last guild meeting, they held a huge sale of  donated 
fabric for $5 a bag.  The collected money went towards purchasing child oriented 
prints for our Comfort Quilts that we donate to the Hole in the Wall Gang Camp. 
Of  course, I stuffed a bag.

The following week, I went to a Quilt Auction where you bid on baskets of fabric.  
The competition was fierce but I managed to win the bid for one basket.  There were 
150 baskets of fabric to bid on but the prices quickly went up higher than I wanted to 
spend.  But it was a fun event.

This is going to be a stash sorting summer, as I lay fabric out on the two spare beds, 
the card table, and the rug, looking to see what pieces will go together and trying to 
decide what I am going to make.  For starters, I was able to already sew a quilt top 
from a jungle print with borders of  green, grey and a bright yellow. 

 I usually have between 5-10 projects that I am working on at once.  The piece of 
“glow in the dark” fabric I bought at AQS will make a cute pair of doll pants for 
my granddaughter.  Several other doll dresses are in the works plus two requests for 
aprons.

 I’m trying out various star designs using patriotic fabric for a wall hanging.  The 
fat quarters I bought for this project are:  white background with red stars, navy 
background with a 1776 drum print and a pale blue with a ring of small white stars 
print.  I am still working out the sizing of  my wall hanging.

My fabric stash is not very large compared to other quilters. Most of my past 
sewing was clothing which left very few scraps and in 2020 I managed to sew every 
spare piece of fabric I owned, when we couldn’t go shopping.  I want to be a good 
steward of  my resources and to use up the fabric I’ve already acquired in the past 
four years of quilting.  One of my goals is to start cutting three inch strips to make 
a “scrappy” quilt.  I have plenty of blue fabrics and my leftover pieces of yellow will 
coordinate well, along with green accents.

It’s a lot faster to buy material than to sew it!  Hopefully, I can sit outside and 
do some sorting and organizing this summer.  What are your fabric plans for the 
summer?  Whether they are big or small plans, I wish you a Happy Fourth of July and 
a super summer!

© Janet M. Bair of  Ansonia, CT. You may contact her at librarybair@hotmail.com

David and Grace 
on a recent trip to 

Peru. 
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            2945 W. New Haven Ave.      2945 W. New Haven Ave.
        W. Melbourne, FL        W. Melbourne, FL  

         2 miles east of I-95 on Hwy 192 (exit 180)
321-768-2060321-768-2060

customerservice@sewmuchfun321.com

Mon-Sat 10-6    Sun noon-4Mon-Sat 10-6    Sun noon-4

• • Fabrics from Moda, Andover, Fabrics from Moda, Andover, Tilda,Tilda,
 Riley Blake, Free Spirit Riley Blake, Free Spirit
 Wilmington & More! Wilmington & More!

• • Threads from: Glide, Aurifil, and WonderfilThreads from: Glide, Aurifil, and Wonderfil

• • Long Arm Edge to Edge QuiltingLong Arm Edge to Edge Quilting

• • Repair & Machine ServicesRepair & Machine Services

• • Classes in Quilting, Sewing, Embroidery,

 Bag Making & More! Bag Making & More!

• • Quilting and Garment FabricsQuilting and Garment Fabrics

• • Rope and BagRope and Bag Making Supplies Making Supplies

• • Cork and Decor FabricsCork and Decor Fabrics

Authorized Dealer/Sewing
Center Service on Site!

SHOP 24/7 Online atSHOP 24/7 Online at
www.SewMuchFun321.comwww.SewMuchFun321.com

Classes in Quilting, Sewing, Embroidery,Classes in Quilting, Sewing, Embroidery,

Come inCome in
and beand be

INSPIRED!INSPIRED!

“Summer is here, and so are exciting new arrivals 
at Sew Much Fun - including Halloween fabrics 

arriving daily! We're also having a great time 
sharing our love of quilting, sewing, machine 

embroidery, and bag making through our classes. 
As we celebrate our 1-Year Anniversary on July 
7, we want to thank this wonderful community 

for the warm welcome and support you've shown 
us throughout our first year. Your friendship and 

encouragement have meant more than we can say."
Join us JULY 7-9 for our first

BIRTHDAY BASH CELEBRATION! 
Happy Sewing, Beth & Kelley

Florida Space Coast ’s Newest and
Largest Quilt & Fabric Shop!Largest Quilt & Fabric Shop!

Florida Space Coast ’s Newest andFlorida Space Coast ’s Newest and


