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July 
1-Aug 31.............USA 250th All Americana Sale at Rustic Country Barn in New Milford, CT (pg. 12)
18................................... Glasgow Lands Scottish Festival at Look Park in Northampton, MA (pg. 4)
18-19..............Grand Opening & Customer Appreciation at Primitive Goods in Uxbridge, MA (pg. 6)
29-31.......................Bayberry Quilters Quilt Show at Cape Cod Tech School in Harwich, MA (pg. 8)

August
8-9...............................Arts & Crafts Festival at the Plymouth Public Library in Plymouth, MA (pg. 8)

September
1-Oct 31...........................Visit the participating shops during the All New England Shop Hop (pg. 3)
12-13.............................................. Harvest Gathering at Bittersweet Hollow in Uxbridge, MA (pg. 6)
19-20................................................. Harvest Gathering at Primitive Thymes in Spencer, MA (pg. 5)

October
2-3............................Clamshell Quilt Guild Show at Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Gales Ferry, CT

November
14-15...... Cape Cod Quilters Quilt Show at Cultural Center of Cape Cod in S. Yarmouth, MA (pg. 8)
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USA
Arizona: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
California: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
Colorado: Jan & Kim Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Falcon, CO 80831-8458, 719-866-8570
Connecticut: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Delaware: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Florida: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Idaho: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Indiana: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Iowa: Linda Glendy, P.O. Box 6, Tama, IA, 52339, 641-751-2619
Kansas: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Maine: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399 
Massachusetts: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Michigan: Leslie Howell, 2875 Dunkirk Dr., Saginaw, MI, 48603, 989-751-8860
Minnesota: Kim & Mickey Keller, 2920 144th Ave. NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304, 763-754-1661
Montana: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Nebraska: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Nevada (N): Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
Nevada (S): Glena Dunn, 4568 Carol Circle, Las Vegas, NV, 89120, 702-523-1803 
New Hampshire: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399
New Jersey: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
New Mexico: Jan & Kim Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Falcon, CO 80831-8458, 719-866-8570
N. Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
North Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Ohio: Barb Moore, P. O. Box 37, Cable, OH, 43009, 937-652-1157
Oregon: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Pennsylvania: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Rhode Island: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
South Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
South Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Virginia: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Washington: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
West Virginia: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Wisconsin: Scott & Jennifer Hughes, P. O. Box 276, Altoona, WI, 54720, 715-838-9426
Wyoming: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181

CANADA
Alberta: Kirby & Colleen Gust, Box 801, White City, SK, S4L 5B1, 306-585-0274
British Columbia: Kirby & Colleen Gust, Box 801, White City, SK, S4L 5B1, 306-585-0274
Manitoba & Saskatchewan: Kirby & Colleen Gust, Box 801, White City, SK, S4L 5B1, 306-585-0274
Ontario: Harriet Ramos, 103-575 Lacolle Way, Orleans, ON K2A 5B6, 613-612-8465

Publisher Contact Info Across the USA & Canada
The Country Register is a network of independently owned and published specialty newspapers 

for the consumer who enjoys outstanding shopping and events. 
Look for the paper in your travels or for the current issue online. 

For additional information, visit www.countryregister.com

Shop Hop
During your summer travels, stop by a few advertising shops! You never 

know when you might get a minute to find a shop to visit and our publica-
tion can lead the way. You 
can stay out of the heat 
by shopping (in-person or 
online) and support these 
small, local businesses. 
Or another way to beat the 
heat is to make one of the 
projects featured in this 
issue, or work on a project 
you find at one of our advertisers. 

Please be sure to visit our Facebook page and “Like Us.” From our 
website, you can find links to our advertiser’s web sites, view the cur-
rent shows and events listing, register to win a $25 gift certificate to your 
favorite advertising shop, and more! 

Have fun exploring the shows and shops holding special events that are 
summarized in our Shows & Events Listing – mark your calendar now for 
all these great events! 

Please make a point to let the shop owners know that you saw their ad 
in our publication – it is important. Advertisers want to know that their 
ad in our paper is worthwhile, and they like it when you mention you saw 
their ad. Without the advertisers, our publication would not exist, so they 
need to know the paper is working for them. Also, feel free to pick up 
extra copies of the paper for your friends…. We’d love for you to share it 
with them. 

If you know a shop that should be advertising in the paper, please let us 
know (via email, phone, or mail). We are always looking for new shops to 
add to our list of great advertisers.

Christmas is coming (yes, really)! It is less than 6 months away. Why 
not start your shopping now and stash away a few gifts so you are ahead 
of the game come December?! Many shops have Christmas in July sales, 
summer sales, etc., etc. Take advantage of those events to make early 
progress on your holiday shopping. Just make a list of what you purchased 
and where you stashed it for safe keeping.

Grace is staying busy with an internship this summer at a PR firm in At-
lanta. She starts her senior year at UGA in August! Rachel is coming home 
for a visit in July. She has had a very busy summer with several trips, 
regular work and OT work. 

We wish you a wonderful, relaxing, safe SHOPPING summer!

Shows & Events

Antiques 
Theme 

Issue

Would your group  
or guild like to receive 

FREE COPIES of each issue 
of The Country Register?

Just send an email to 
ads@TheRegisterWeb.com
or call 1-866-825-9217

Let us know how many copies  
(25 minimum)  

and a street shipping address.

America The Great   by Janet Young

As we enter the 250th Anniversary of  our nation, let us be ever mindful of  the 
impact the signing of  the Declaration of  Independence signifies.

Signed in 1776 in Philadelphia Pennsylvania, this document shaped the future of  our 
country as it stated that all people are created equal, and are empowered by unalienable 
rights, to which we adhere to this day. Through this document our freedoms were 
granted. The establishment of  this nation was built on God-fearing men, who wanted 
to escape Britain’s religious persecution, taxes, and social constraints.

Many believed that the Hand of  God enabled them to win the wars. In fact, the 
reference to God’s Hands is a symbol of  peace, strength, and the ability to see His 
influence in all things. For example, when George Washington was preparing for 
battle, fog appeared overnight which enabled Washington and his troops to escape.  
Abraham Lincoln referencing “this Nation under God,” encouraged the people to 
fast and pray for this country, which further supports the idea of  divine guidance.  
Another example that these men saw The Hand of  God in establishing this nation, 
was their commitment to putting “In God We Trust” on our currency. Many examples 
show that these men clearly felt God’s Providence was upon them.   

Just as the men and women of  yesterday, fought for our freedom; so too, our brave 
men and women of  today are fighting to keep our nation safe and free.  Let’s not 
destroy that which we have fought for so hard these many years. 

There is no question the United States of  America is by far the greatest country 
ever.  Let us not destroy it from within.  We reap what we sow.  So tonight, when 
you put your head on your pillow, I trust that you will thank God for this country 
and pray that as a nation we will come back to Him. For our country was built on 
Godly principles.  If  we turn our backs on God, He will let us go on our narrow ways. 
Remember America is the greatest country ever born, let us not destroy it.

Happy 250th America!
© Janet Young is a Certified Tea and Etiquette Consultant,  Co-Founder of  Mid-Atlantic Tea 

Business Association, and prior owner of  Over The Teacup

Chicken Scratch Embroidery on
Gingham Fabric     by Judy Sharer

Chicken scratch embroidery is done on gingham fabric, the
checkerboard fabric in bright or pastel solid colors with opposite
squares of  white giving it a checkerboard look. Chicken scratch
embroidery is popular on pillow cases, aprons, pot holders, and
quilts dating back to the 1860s. It made a comeback in the 1930s
and ‘40s and is becoming popular again. There are several patterns for all skill levels
that combine the relaxing crafts of  needle embroidery with sewing and quilting. If
you’re not familiar with chicken scratch designs, a simple Google search will reveal
several patterns or find a book with patterns at your local quilt shop.

The chicken scratch quilt I’m fortunate to own was made by my grandmother on my
father’s side. It wasn’t made specifically for me, but I was the lucky recipient of  the
quilt after Grandma passed. I know Grandma made the quilt, but I don’t know when
or for whom. I encourage everyone to place labels on your quilts with the date made,
who made the quilt, who it was made for, and if  it was for a special occasion like a
wedding, anniversary, or birth of  a child. It may seem like bragging when you create
the label, but it is really preserving history for future generations. The label can be
handmade from 100 percent cotton muslin or purchased. Remember to use a permanent
marker and sew the label on the back of  the quilt.

Growing up, I spent a lot of  time at my grandparent’s house. In fact, I remember my
parents often putting me on the local bus, beginning at the age of  six or seven. I sat
behind the driver and always reminded him where to let me off. My grandparents lived
two towns away, about 25 miles. Grandpa would meet me at the main road. It wasn’t a
regular bus stop, but I was a regular passenger, so the driver made an exception.
Grandma taught me to embroider and was very patient. I still have the first set of
pillowcases I made under her supervision. She was a good teacher and always encouraged
me to try new things.

If  you have a young person in your life, take the time to teach them to enjoy a craft.
Help keep your favorite hobby alive for the next generation. Embroidery, sewing,
knitting, crocheting, quilting, whatever your favorite, consider passing on your
knowledge and skills. Remember your teachers along the way and thank them. I will
always cherish my chicken scratch quilt and the memories of  time spent with my
grandmother learning to embroider.

-© 2024 Judy Sharer is the author of  A Plains Life series published by The Wild Rose Press.
The four-book series is available online wherever books are sold. If  you’re a quilter, you’ll enjoy
Judy’s sweet historical romance series which has a thread of  quilting throughout the family saga

series. Visit Judy’s website for more details. judysharer.com.

Free Pattern

For more fun and creative inspiration visit:

  www.JacquelynneSteves.com
Free Embroidery Pattern – May not be sold or used for commercial purposes. Use this pattern
for embroidery, wool applique, punch needle or rug hooking, painted projects or whatever your
imagination can dream up! Reduce or enlarge pattern as desired.

A South New Jersey Farmer’s Stories
    by Ed Cuneo

The recent opening of  a Dollar
General spurred a question from a
neighbor.

“Just went down to the new store.
Reminds me of  the old general stores in
a way. You have the same opinion?”

I sorta smirked.
“Yes, the diversity of  products is

similar to a general store. but there was
more to a general store than
merchandise,” I answered.

A quizzical look appeared on his face that prompted me to explain.
At one time in our area just about every hamlet had a general merchandise store.

There were three stores within five miles of  where we lived. The merchandise was
limited to those things that a family really needed and couldn’t get anywhere else. Since
most of  the families were farm families there was no need to get food or drink since
that was produced on most farms. Meats and cheeses came from the butcher. Tools
and implements were products of  the blacksmith. So, things such as linens, paper
goods or products used in baking were available for purchase. In my case it was the
odd toy on the shelf  or more importantly the display that held the pocket knives that
drove my interest in accompanying my father to such stores.

It was a natural place for neighbors to meet and converse. Unlike the romanticized
notions on TV or in the media, we did not have folks sitting on a cracker barrel in
front of  a stove every day chewing the fat in local gossip. If  you were looking for that
kind of  action, it took place at the barber shop for the men and at the church for the
women but only on select days of  the week. However, a quick hello how are you or
nice to see you was more common.

The experiences that I heard about or saw in those general stores was something
that could not be duplicated by today’s general stores.

At her store, Mrs. Matarese worked on credit as most did. But during the Depression
it was not embarrassing for a neighbor to knock on her back door of  the store and
receive something to keep the family going. Free of  charge. It was a neighbor helping
a neighbor.

Mrs. Affrunti’s store was well known by us kids because she carried the much coveted
school book covers from legendary Philadelphia radio station WFIL but also the fact
that after hours her son Bruce practiced his archery skills by shooting down the aisles
of  the store. Bruce later went on to represent the United States in archery competitions.

Then there was the Blatherwick store which had Topps baseball card packs for sale
for this young fanatic to buy. The store was located just up the street from the diamond
where we played Little League baseball. There wasn’t a day after practice that we didn’t
walk down to the store for a soda and a pack of  cards which cost 15 cents with a bad
stick of  gum inside which I usually threw away.

By now I think I had made my point with my neighbor.
“Just remember friend, it is more contact than content that makes a good general

store.”

–© 2024. Ed Cuneo is a “Jersey Farm Boy” born and raised and still residing in Southern
New Jersey with his wife, Teresa, daughter Anna and her rescue dog Henry. A retired school

teacher, he owns the last 14 acres of  his grandparents’ farm where he has a market garden
which serves as much as a place of  quiet reflection as it does for its bountiful food supply.

General Stores
I grew up on a dairy farm in Blaine, Washington, where

my mother served afternoon coffee and fresh homemade
zwieback (yeast double buns) on Sunday afternoons. This
German Russian tradition was called faspa. Often friends
dropped in unannounced during that time. Mother would
quickly set out a spread of  sliced cheese, meats, rolls, home-
canned fruit, and sweets to serve them.

My parents’ hospitality made an impression. I enjoyed these spur-of-the-moment
visits with church folks and wanted to follow my mother’s example.

Hospitali-TEA
Years later, when a friend gave me If  Teacups Could Talk by Emilie Barnes, I became

inspired to invite family and friends for a cup of  tea. Since I was also just beginning to
write for publication, I decided to write a column I entitled, “A Cup of  Tea with
Lydia.” When I told my writing mentor about my idea for a tea column, she said,
“That would bore me to tears.”

It hasn’t bored me to tears. Now decades later, I still enjoy going out for tea, serving
tea to others, and writing this tea column. I hope you enjoy the column too.

A friend asked me, “How do you keep coming up with ideas to write about?”
“I just keep serving tea,” I replied. I don’t usually plan a teatime to have a topic for

a column. But often after serving guests, I realize, “This could make a good tea column.”
The tea party inspires the column, not the reverse.

If  teacups could talk, mine would have many stories to tell. Like what happened a
month ago when my granddaughters (13 and 20) planned to stop by. “Would you like
to come for tea?” I asked. They did.

Impromptu Tea
Without much time to prepare, I planned a menu around the food I had on hand. I

made crustless cucumber-and-cream cheese sandwiches, scone blossoms from my
cookbook In the Kitchen with Grandma, and served sweets from my freezer.

Placemats, floral teacups and saucers, and a three-tier plate stand filled with foods
welcomed them to the table. The bottom plate held fresh-baked scones, Norwegian
krumkake, and cookies. On the side, homemade whipped cream, jam, and lemon curd
accompanied the scones. The middle plate held the sandwiches and edible small trees
for a garnish. A slice of  summer sausage was the tree base, thin cucumber slices were
folded back and forth for the tree, with a cheese star on top—all held together with a
toothpick. The smaller top plate contained cupcake liners filled with fresh raspberries
and small chunks of  melon.

They each had their own small pot of  favorite herbal tea—Country Peach Passion—
and the three-tier stand rested on the table between them. What a delightful way to
spend an impromptu visit! Now my teacups have another story to tell.

Spring Teas
Spring is a lovely season to share tea. How about an Easter brunch, a St. Patrick’s

Day par-tea, or a Mother’s Day teatime? Or perhaps you have a birthday or shower to
celebrate. I’ve included an easy three-ingredient recipe to serve. It will add a colorful
sweet and salty crunch to whatever else is on the menu.

I can’t wait until my next tea party! Won’t you join me?

-Lydia E. Harris is a tea enthusiast, grandmother of  five, and the author of  three
grandparenting books: GRAND Moments: Devotions Inspired by Grandkids (2023); In the
Kitchen with Grandma: Stirring Up Tasty Memories Together; and Preparing My Heart for

Grandparenting. All are available online and wherever books are sold.

A Cup of Tea with Lydia
by Lydia E. HarrisSpring into TEA

Visit www.facebook.com/TheCountryRegisterofCTMARI  

SEPTEMBER  &  OCTOBER 2026
Join Us on o� annual All New England Shop Hop

Over 80 Stores, 100s of Prizes, Free Gift at Every Store

Visit AlINewEnglandShopHop.com and join our Facebook Group: 
www.facebook.com/groups/allnewenglandshophop to learn all about it.  

The All New England Shop Hop 
Magazine will go on sale Mid-July 
at all participating stores.  
It’s your passport to embark 
on the Great Sewing Adventure™ 
across New England!

ALL NEW ENGLAND

SHOP HOP
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Spencer, West Brookfield - MA

4 Northwest Road ~ Spencer, MA 01562 ~ 508-885-49584 Northwest Road ~ Spencer, MA 01562 ~ 508-885-4958
We are 15 minutes away from Sturbridge, MassachusettsWe are 15 minutes away from Sturbridge, Massachusetts

Apr-Dec: Fri. & Sat. 10am–4pm ~ Sun. 12pm–4pm or by appt.

Primitive Thymes
Purveyor of all that is Primitive

4 Northwest Road ~ Spencer, MA 01562 ~ 508-885-4958
We are 15 minutes away from Sturbridge, Massachusetts

Fri. 10am–4pm ~ Sat. 10am–4pm ~ Sun. 12pm–4pm or by appointment.

Primitive Thymes is located within my Circa 1871 Homestead.  
Envelope yourself in a SIMPLER THYME...soft music plays, candles 
glow and you are treated to a welcoming atmosphere like no other.

I pride myself on selling handmade in USA, true primitive  
design products. You can purchase bedding, curtains, lighting, 

linens, candles, antiques and country pieces, cupboards,  
and much more.

Located within my Circa 1871 Homestead: envelope yourself in a 
SIMPLER THYME...6 Rooms of antiques, linens, lighting, candles, 

primitive needfuls & accessories. PROUDLY MADE IN AMERICA

SAVE THE DATE
Harvest Gathering September 19th & 20th from 10-4

Monson, Northampton, Palmer, 
Southampton, West Springfield - MA and Online

Glasgow Lands Scottish FestivalGlasgow Lands Scottish Festival
Saturday, July 18, 2026 • www.glasgowlands.org

Look Park, Northampton, MA 01062

Celebrating 

31 Years
For information e-mail: glasgowlands@hotmail.com or call 

Laurie at 413-862-8095 or Peter at 413-505-9086

On Stage
Albannach 

Seven Nations
Haggis X-1
Pipe Dream

Pipe & Band, Drum Major, Athletic Competitions
Weavers & Harpers  • Highland Dance Competition

Children’s Games & Water Spray Park
Scottish Imports & Food

Celtic Pub - Beer, Wine & Mead • Whisky Tasting
Animals of Scotland

Rain or Shine • Free Parking 
Hours: 9 am to 5 pm • Music til 8:30 pm

We’re your one-stop shopping
store carrying everything you need!

Fabric - Notions - Classes
Long Arm Services

162 College Hwy - Southampton, MA
Tues-Fri 10-5 & Sat 10-1 (Closed Sat. June-a� er Labor Day)

413-203-6100   www.yellowquiltshop.com

Classes Beginning! See website for details.
New Fabric Every Month. Stop In & Check It Out!

Phone: 

Hours:  

(413) 301 - 9656

Mon-Fri 10am-5pm Sat  10am-3pm

Address 2005 Riverdale St.

     West Springfield, MA 01089

sewingwithparsons@yahoo.com

https://sewingwithparsons.com/

Specializing in:
• Sewing machine sales and service

• Sewing and quilting classes

• Machine embroidery classes

Present this ad for 
a Free Gift with 

Purchase

David and Grace 
on a recent trip to 

Peru. 

Ann’s Lovin’ Ewe    by Ann Marie Stewart

57 Questions of Life 
With the passing of  a loved one, we lose 

generations of  knowledge, thoughts, wisdom, 
and a resource of  history. No more can we find 
the answers to our questions. That thought begs 
us to consider what words are important to leave 
behind. Thoughts about this were spurred after 
reading The Frozen River.

Author Ariel Lawhon claims she “collects” 
people for her novels. Ironically, she “collected” 
1780’s midwife Martha Ballard at her OB-GYN 
when she picked up Our Daily Bread and read the August 1, 2008 devotional about 
am 18th Century midwife who had delivered over a thousand babies and never lost 
a mother.

Then she discovered that Martha Ballard’s daily medical notations became a legacy 
and medical and historical record compiled and turned into a biography by Laurel 
Thatcher Uhlrich on which Lawhon based The Frozen River.

So you see, Martha would be forgotten and her medical wisdom lost were it not for 
the fact that her words still have power.

What about you? What words do you need to record for future generations?
Blank Book. If  you’re like me, you probably have a blank book like Martha’s just 

sitting around the house. Or you could pick up a pretty one for your nightstand. It’s 
not a diary, but a place to collect:

• Nightly thoughts
• Favorite Bible verses
• Beautiful quotes and sayings
• Something you learned that day
• A line from a book you read
• Memories
OR you could record memories of  your kids or grandkids. During Covid when I 

daily walked the eight-mile trail with my friend Barb, she told me funny and poignant 
stories of  her grands. “I hope you’re recording these!” I’d tell her. I didn’t want the 
stories lost or forgotten because I knew her grands would one day appreciate the re-
telling.

You could record:
• Something your kids or grands said that day
• Something your kids did or learned that day
• Some wise advice they gave you
• Some wise advice you want to give them
Memories are important. Recently someone sent me a decade-old letter my 

grandfather had written in a November birthday card to his son, Abram. Since it 
was near Christmas, Grandpa wrote about Baby Jesus having swaddling clothes then 
compared it to when their family fled Russia and my grandmother had no diapers 
for their six-day-old infant Abram. But someone had donated a few shirts and so his 
young wife cut off  the sleeves and turned them into diapers! This was a precious fact 
I added to my novel.

I only knew this fact because it was written in a letter and saved and passed down to 
me. Whether emails, letters, or journals, find a way to record and preserve memories.

I was blessed to interview my grandparents about their escape from Russia and 
the child they left behind. These memories became the novel The Remnants: One 
Family’s Escape from Stalin’s Russia which will be available in October 2026. Please 
go to my website at www.AnnMarieStewart.com to learn more.

Your Questions. To help with your own research, I have compiled a list of  
questions from AmericanAncestors.org and VisitingAngels.com that can help YOU 
prompt loved ones to tell you about their lives. Or use the questions to start recording 
for the generations who follow you. You can download the 57 questions off  my 
website at AnnMarieStewart.com Then print and start writing, talking and listening.

© 2026 Ann Marie Stewart www.AnnMarieStewart.com 
Ann Marie Stewart’s novel THE REMNANTS:  

One Family’s Escape from Stalin’s Russia comes out October 2026.

KISSed Quilts
Take a Ride Into the Countryside       by Marlene Oddie

For over a decade I have been designing quilts with Island Batik fabrics. They are 
now a division of  Lumin Fabrics and I’m honored that they asked if  I’d put my name 
to one of  the fabric collections designed by Jerry Khiev. I selected this beautiful blue 
and yellow collection – Countryside Charm – as my first Signature Collection.

Various values of  blue and yellow create a pleasing pallette that is just happy! The 
motifs are a variety of  floral patterns, leaves and small petal shapes.

I’ve designed four primary patterns and a couple of  them have bonus designs 
included.

Angled Shadows – you may recognize the block 
that I designed last year as part of  our All Pacific 
Northwest Shop Hop event. This version of  it 
doesn’t include any sashings and has a consistent 
background throughout the quilt. This is easily 
constructed when using AnglePlay® templates for 
the half  rectangle triangles. Having angled shadows 
is something new to our industry! Enjoy the 3-d 
effect.

Honeycomb – 
Used my newly 
designed Half  
Hexi template, 
that maximizes 
the use of  a 10” 
square and can cut a half  or whole hexi, the setting 
elements and corners, to make this quilt. The 
template has holes where the ¼” intersections are 
to help facilitate marking your seam start and stop 
points. Bonus: Make a simple wallhanging with 
your favorite fabrics. This concept could be used 
with any collection.

S i n t r a 
Entrada – 

This one may be familiar, but looks quite different 
than one you might have seen a few years ago. 
This is because I’m using a light medium value 
blue consistently for the vertical rectangle 
instead of  a darker value. This may look difficult 
to construct but uses strata techniques to make 
it simple. This tile pattern can be found at the 
entrance of  Sintra Palace in Portugal. I’ve chosen 
to color it quite differently.

Hearts-
a-Bloom – 
Using the 
c o r n e r -
to-corner 
technique you’ll get bonus half  square triangles. 
So I used them in a bonus design—Windy 
Pinwheels. You 
could also just 
make one block 
set and frame it 
as a wallhanging.

These fabrics, 
templates and 
patterns are 
shipping to your 
local quilt shop 
now. If  you 
need patterns, 
templates, fabrics and/or kits—please ask!

Marlene Oddie, of  Grand Coulee, WA, is an engineer by 
training, a project manager by profession, and a quilter by passion. 
At her quilt shop, KISSed Quilts, she quilts for hire on a Gammill 
Optimum Plus and especially enjoys designing quilts and helping 
create meaningful keepsakes. Fabrics, patterns, kits, and templates 
are available at kissedquilts.com. Follow Marlene’s adventures on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Extras - on our website, we feature your shop’s website and your future events plus a web 
version of paper with clickable links. We also post on our facebook page featuring your shop! 

Reach the Fall and early Holiday Shoppers with this issue. Your November Open House 
or Events should be in our Sept./Oct. edition so our readers can plan to attend. 

Get the word out about your shop.

www.TheRegisterWeb.comwww.TheRegisterWeb.com
FREE: Color & Ad DesignFREE: Color & Ad Design

Don’t Miss Being in the 
Sept/Oct Issue:

OUR BIGGEST ISSUE OF THE YEAR! 
 Eye-Catching Unique Ads

 Targeted, Effective & Affordable Advertising
Customers Return to Your Store For Each Issue and to Shop

Saving Grandmother’s Treasures
by Janet M Bair

I inherited some lovely “whitework,” machine 
embroidered, small tablecloths after my 95-year-old 
mother died this year. I found them wrapped in tissue 
paper in her bottom dresser drawer. Edged in eyelet, the 
cloths were beautiful but badly yellowed and stained.

One of  my quilting friends told me how to get them 
white again. Her daughter is a chef  and they clean their 
chef  outfits this way. I boiled a large pot of  water, took 
it off  the stove, and dissolved Oxiclean into the water. I 
then soaked the tablecloths for twenty minutes. They came 
out really clean! The fabric appears to be heavy cotton 
sheeting, although I am not sure if  this method would 
work on a more fragile fabric such as muslin.

As I was stirring the cloths with a large wooden spoon in the boiling water, I felt 
transported back in time. For so many other women over the years, “wash day” involved 
heating water in a large kettle outdoors on an open fire and stirring the clothes with a 
stick to get them clean. I have the luxury of  a glass topped electric stove.

I am sure these cloths were my Italian grandmother’s so they are almost a hundred 
years old. After raising eight children, she left very few possessions behind. Rather than 
put them back in a drawer, I decided to collage/quilt them into a wall hanging. I have 
limited wall space, so I had to cut the best pieces to keep (a few stains didn’t come out). 

I love collages. I decided to hand stitch a crocheted doily onto the wall hanging, 
since I had several doilies from my other grandmother. Then I cut up two stained 

continued on page 9

Go SHOPPING & support the businesses 
advertising in our paper. Don’t forget to take 

advantage of the DISCOUNTS offered in many of 
the ads! And, please let all the shops you visit 

know you saw their ad in The Country Register.
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Lunenburg, Sudbury - MA

Visit us for lunch, dinner or 
stay the weekend and indulge yourself in colonial bliss. 

Blackstone, Dudley, Uxbridge - MA 

Find us on FacebookFind us on Facebook

Our shop is filled with
Garden Decor, Decorative Bird Houses,

Primitive Pictures, Baskets, Florals,
Tea-Stained Flags & Buntings, Accent Lighting, 
Woven Coverlets, Shower Curtains & Textiles,

Small Primitive Furniture & Accents,
Candles & Tarts from 1803 Soy, 

The Primitive Keeper & Black Crow  
and One-of-a-kind Handmade Items.  

Plus all your Everyday Decorating Necessities. 
Also offering Small Antiques and Primitive Wares.

508-278-0909
107 S. Main Street (Rt. 122)

Uxbridge, MA 01569
Summer Hours: Wed–Sat 10am to 4pm

Closed July 26 - August 11

Harvest Harvest 
GatheringGathering
SeptemberSeptember

12-1312-13

508-949-9095

Fabrics • Yarn • Notions • Books • Pa� erns • Classes

Open
Tuesday–Friday

10am–4pm
Saturday

10am–3pm
Best to call ahead

Find us on 
Facebook at 

Quilter’s Lo�  
LLC

26 Mill Rd 
Dudley, MA  

508-949-9095

The

Quilters
Loft ,LLC

Fabrics W Yarn W Notions W Books W Patterns W Classes

Open
Tuesday–Friday 

10am–4pm
Saturday 

10am–3pm
Best to call ahead

Find us on  
Facebook at  

Quilter’s Loft 
LLC

26 Mill Rd 
Dudley, MA  

Win A $25 Gift Certificate 
We give away one $25 Gift Certificate each issue to redeem at a local advertiser’s 

shop!  You can register online at www.theregisterweb.com with the link “Register to 
Win” or complete the form (photocopy is acceptable) and mail to:  

P.O. Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028. Please also include a favorite recipe,  
quote, tip or a craft project you want to share with other readers.

The drawing will be made prior to the next issue. The winner will be emailed 
information on redeeming their certificate and also announced in the next issue.  

Note: We do not place your information on any mailing list.

And the Winner is...And the Winner is...
Our winner from last issue is Ava Caron. Ava will receive a gift 
certificate to spend at Tessier’s Changes of Thyme in Bolton, CT. 

She shops there because she loves “the garden accessories 
and plants.” Congratulations Ava. 

The Country Register Gift Certificate Entry Form
ALL ITEMS MUST BE COMPLETED TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE PRIZE DRAWING

Name________________________________________________________________________
Street___________________________ City___________________State_____ Zip_ __________
Phone_ _________________________________ Email_________________________________
My favorite advertiser in this issue is:________________________________________________
I enjoy visiting this shop because:__________________________________________________
Please tell us about a local business you’d like to see advertising in The Country Register.
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

An eclectic mix of Home Decor to include Primitive, Antiques, 
and Textiles. We also carry Old Village Paints and Black Crow Candles. 

Now carrying Upholstered Furniture.

7 Depot St. 
Uxbridge, MA 01569

508-779-0149

Find us on Facebook: Primitive Goods Supply

Hours:
Thur–Sun

10am to 5pm

Lots of AMERICANA
and Garden Stuff

Grand Opening & Customer 
Appreciation July 18-19
Spin the Wheel Event Fall Items Have Arrived!

Primitive GoodsPrimitive Goods

JEFFREY’S JEFFREY’S 
ANTIQUE CO-OP MALL

(978) 582-7831                    .        
www.Je� reysantiquecoopmall.com

62 Chase Rd, Lunenburg, MA 01462

Over 150+ Dealers!
Come in and browse through this 
friendly & relaxed shop, o� ering 

the most eclectic and ever changing 
inventory of antiques & collectibles.  

Come in and � nd that unique antique.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
M, T, Th, F 10-3; W 10-7; S-S 10-4

(978) 582-7831                    .        

Show us your finished projects!
Send us your photos of a completed 
project for a chance to be featured in 
an upcoming issue of The Register!

Project photos & details can be 
digitally submitted to:

amy@theregisterweb.com

Or mailed to:

The Register • PO Box 2419
Cumming, GA 30028

Building Harmony by Jeff  Cappis

A Stormy and Furry Night
It was one of  those stormy Friday nights. The rain was driving down and lightening 

was flashing constantly all around, Cathy and I were intrigued by the storm as the 
thunder rattled our house. Our dog Waldo didn’t take it quite so easily though. He 
either tried to find a place to hide, (like behind a toilet) or 
huddled close to us when the thunder clapped. We had 
to keep an eye on him so he didn’t piddle on the floor 
in fear. That was fine with him. He liked to stay close.

Later on that night Cathy grew tired and went to bed 
but I was still watching the storm. Something about 
these storms draws me to them. There is a smell to the 
rain and the sound of  it driving down. The flash of  light 
and eventual boom. Wow. I decided to step outside to 
experience it first hand.

There is a good spot for this just outside the garage door. The eves protected me 
(barely) from the rain and I got a good view of  nature’s fury. The trees on our property 
were whipping around with the wind. I was in awe. Then I heard the door close behind 
me and latch.

I was locked out. Drat. I considered ringing the doorbell but this would mean waking 
up Cathy. After careful consideration I looked for another option.

At least I was mostly protected under that eve for the moment and the show was 
spectacular. Every time the forrest lit up I could see every leaf  and every blade of  grass 
for just an instant. Between lightening flashes the forrest was mostly dark, except for 
a small solar light some forty feet away. 

Boom! Cool! Flash! Wow! Boom...... This was going on for a while when I noticed 
something out of  the corner of  my eye. Something moved in front of  that solar light. 
It cast a silhouette towards me through the mist.

In the brief  flashes of  light I could see it was close to the ground with spiky wet fur 
violently shaking off  water. Between the flashes it let out out a horrible howl. Then 
the forrest would go dark again.

Still I could tell through that faint shadow in the mist, that it was getting bigger, or 
closer. I was blinded by another lightening flash. Again, darkness and a sinister howl.

Now I could hear it panting. It even let out an occasional snort. I tried the door. 
Still locked. I dare not move or make a noise. Perhaps it hadn’t seem me. With the 
rain driving down, the wind a few blinding flashes, the immediate booms and all that 
howling I was getting pretty unhinged.

Now I could smell what ever it was and it was rank and close by. There were noises 
all around and I wasn’t sure what to trust.

Suddenly it leapt at me... knocking me to the ground hard. I could feel it’s weight 
as it landed on me and even more: it’s claws on my chest! It growled and howled. It 
drooled on my face as it came ever closer.

In the lightening flashes I could see it’s spiked wet fur and it’s teeth up close. It’s 
breath stank. It gave out one last howl as I prepared to lose my entire face and then...
It licked me. 

Then it wagged it’s tail. What? After a moment my heart settled down. Turns out 
Waldo had sneaked outside with me and got lost in the rain. He was wet, lost and scared 
but more than happy to find me. He tried to lick my entire face off. Things went from 
scary to just kinda gross.

The door stayed locked so we hung out under that eve and watched the storm. Waldo 
even started to enjoy it. He was soaked, but we had fun.

All of  this made me wonder: Why do dogs smell when they get wet?
						      -
						      © Jeff  Cappis 2025 jcappis@telus.net

Weeding the Summer Garden
by Kerri Habben Bosman

I weeded our garden this summer morning before the swelter of the day snuck in. I 
worked beneath a nicely overcast sky, surrounded by a quiet breeze with the slightest 
hint of rain in it.  I migrated from garden bed to garden bed, welcoming each arriving 
thought as I listened to the world breathe.

I talked to the tomatoes and smiled at the watermelon. I checked the cucumber 
plants, happy to see that more were growing after yesterday’s harvest. I shook my 
head at the plethora of mint, swiping my hand across it to bring forth its aroma. I 
pondered the tiny purple flowers on the thyme. I transplanted seven pepper plants to 
a better spot, silently apologizing as I uprooted them. I secured them gently but firmly 
into their new place, and watered them right away with a promise to come back soon. 

My husband, Wayne, says it is an act of faith to plant a garden. Each winter as 
our seedlings sit in the front window, we eagerly await each new stage of  their 
development.  We plant dormant seeds with prayerful hopes, hoping that our care, 
their environment, and uncontrolled circumstance will support their growth into the 
best plant they can be. We rejoice from the first tendrils to the last vegetable or flower 
when autumn is coming upon us.  We clear out for the last months of the year and 
wait to start all over again.

Much of  our summer garden began on a winter’s day in January when I brought out 
all the seeds we’d saved from last year.  Zinnias, marigolds, peppers, and tomatoes. The 
beans, carrots, sugar snap peas we had to buy. And of course, I bought plants. Except 
for spoiling grandchildren, we are frugal. With Scottish and German backgrounds 
between us, we cannot escape it. However, putting me in a plant nursery in late April 
with a credit card is possibly more dangerous than sending a shopaholic to the mall. 
Thankfully I have a lot of willpower, but often something beautiful and new to me 
simply jumps into my cart. 

We bought our cucumber plants from our 16 year-old-grandson, Hunter. He grew 
them in his high school horticulture class, and then they had a plant sale. Cucumbers 
don’t always grow well here at the coast.  Because he planted the seeds and nurtured 
them, we especially wanted them to bear fruit. Even if it was just one cucumber, his 
efforts would be a success. We are grateful to be enjoying many a cucumber salad.

And, like I said at the beginning of this article, I plucked out the ever-tenacious 
“Pflanzeichwillnichtus.” (This is my very own botanical name for a weed. It is 
a combination of German and Latin, meaning “plant that I do not want.”) Along 
the way, I made mental notes as to how the plants I do want are growing, 
deadheading as I go.  I find a bit of irony in weeding-as I meticulously cull a 
concentrated area, I am also focusing on the entire garden.  I feel the surrounding 
beauty and the grace of being alive. This creates a precious cohesion, an acceptance 
of all that is and all that is not.  

Our garden of life these last few years has been partially fertilized by loss and 
sorrow. They churned up the soil of who we are, and these emotions are still breaking 
down into nutrients that will somehow serve us. Yet, through it all, we resettled our 
roots, trusting the journey in this strange soil, and we were given enough water and 
enough light to grow into a new season.  

Now, I must go to check the transplanted peppers, smile at the cucumber plants, 
and pause gratefully at the tender, tiny flowers of t hyme.

Kerri Habben Bosman is a writer living in Cape Carteret, NC.

One person will be drawn from the correct entries to be named as the winner in next issue.

Can You Find This Ad?

My Name
Page #:Advertiser’s Name

Pictured in the magnifying glass is a 
small portion of one of our ads. 
Can you find the ad that it came from?
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Hattie D,s is a must visit shop 
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Mashpee, MA
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Rachel and Grace with their 
boyfriends on a recent trip. 

Back Porch Break 
by Nancy Brummett 

Salon Sagas 
I had my first manicure in a nail salon when I was in 

my late fifties. I only went then because my two little 
granddaughters who were visiting one summer wanted 
to go. When the woman who answered the phone 
said she would give the girls a “free flower” I thought 
that was very kind and expected them to come home 
with a long-stemmed rose or a carnation but no, it 
was a daisy painted on each small thumbnail. 

That was about 30 years ago, but since then I’ve become a semi-regular client 
at several different nail salons. You may think that the best “people watching” 
may be found at airports, malls, or ER waiting rooms, but I assure you, the clien-
tele at nail salons can be most bemusing and amusing. 

People become very loyal to their nail technicians, and I’ve followed my favorite 
to three different salons as his job changed, but I’ve noticed many similarities in 
terms of clientele at the different locations. It always warms my heart to see a 
faithful daughter or caregiver bringing in an older woman to get a manicure or 
even more rejuvenating, a pedicure for her ailing feet and hard-to-cut toenails. I 
also like seeing men getting pedicures to make their wives happy! 

But you can see some strange things in nail salons, too. One time a fortyish 
business woman was on her phone the entire time she was getting her pedicure. 
She also had her laptop open on her lap and was conducting business as if she 
were seated behind a mahogany desk in a high-rise office building. I actually 
overheard her offering a job to someone. They were negotiating salary, vacation 
time, job title, etc., and everyone in the salon could follow along with each    
discussion point. In the end the fellow on the other end of the phone evidently 
said he’d talk to his wife and let her know, so we were all left wondering if he 
took the job. It’s been a while since I was in the corporate world, but is this the 
new business etiquette? I hope not. 

Keeping up with the life events of manicure seekers is entertaining as well. 
You overhear that someone wants bright orange because they are headed to 
Mexico on vacation, or you witness a giggly bridal party coming in to get their 
nails done for the wedding. Recently two little girls proudly held out their hands 
to show me the ice blue polish they got because they were to be flower girls in 
their aunt’s upcoming wedding. Much of life can be witnessed in a nail salon, 
and seeing those two little girls reminded me of two others many years ago. I 
guess salon sagas can be sentimental, too. 

 
Nancy Parker Brummett is an author and freelance writer in Colorado Springs, CO. Follow her on 

Facebook, Instagram and Linked In or subscribe to her blog posts at www.nancyparkerbrummett.com.
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Ann’s Lovin’ You 
by Ann Stewart 

57 Questions 
 

With the passing of a loved one, we lose generations 
of knowledge, thoughts, wisdom, and a resource of his-
tory. No more can we find the answers to our ques-
tions. That thought begs us to consider what words are 
important to leave behind. Thoughts about this were 
spurred after reading The Frozen River. 

Author Ariel Lawhon claims she “collects” people for her novels. Ironically, she 
“collected” 1780s midwife Martha Ballard at her OB-GYN when she picked up 
Our Daily Bread and read the August 1, 2008 devotional about am 18th Century 
midwife who had delivered over a thousand babies and never lost a mother. 

Then she discovered that Martha Ballard’s daily medical notations became a 
legacy and medical and historical record compiled and turned into a biography 
by Laurel Thatcher Uhlrich on which Lawhon based The Frozen River. 

So you see, Martha would be forgotten and her medical wisdom lost were it 
not for the fact that her words still have power. 

What about you? What words do you need to record for future generations? 
If you’re like me, you probably have a blank book like Martha’s just sitting 

around the house. You could pick up a pretty one for your nightstand. It’s not a 
diary, but a place to collect: Nightly thoughts, favorite Bible verses, beautiful 
quotes and sayings, something you learned that day, s line from a book you 
read, or memories. 

Or you could record memories of your kids or grandkids. During Covid when 
I daily walked the eight-mile trail with my friend Barb, she told me funny and 
poignant stories of her grands. "I hope you're recording these!" I'd tell her. I did-
n’t want the stories lost or forgotten because I knew her grands would one day 
appreciate the re-telling. 

You could record something your kids or grands said that day, something 
your kids did or learned that day, some wise advice they gave you or some wise 
advice you want to give them. 

Memories are important. Recently someone sent me a decade-old letter my 
grandfather had written in a November birthday card to his son, Abram. Since it 
was near Christmas, Grandpa wrote about Baby Jesus having swaddling clothes 
then compared it to when their family fled Russia and my grandmother had no 
diapers for their six-day-old infant Abram. But someone had donated a few shirts 
and so his young wife cut off the sleeves and turned them into diapers! This was 
a precious fact I added to my novel. 

I only knew this fact because it was written in a letter and saved and passed 
down to me. Whether emails, letters, or journals, find a way to record and pre-
serve memories. 

I was blessed to interview my grandparents about their escape from Russia and 
the child they left behind. These memories became the novel THE REMNANTS: 
One Family’s Escape from Stalin’s Russia, which will be available in October 
2026. To learn more go to my website at www.AnnMarieStewart.com. 

To help with your own research, I have compiled a list of questions from 
AmericanAncestors.org and VisitingAngels.com that can help you prompt loved 
ones to tell you about their lives. Or use the questions to start recording for the 
generations who follow you. You can download the 57 questions off my web-
site at AnnMarieStewart.com Then print and start writing, talking and listening.  

© 2026 Ann Marie Stewart www.AnnMarieStewart.com. Ann Marie Stewart’s novel 
THE REMNANTS: One Family’s Escape from Stalin’s Russia comes out October 2026.

handkerchiefs edged with pink tatting. I added a folded lace-edged handkerchief  in 
one corner. This will give my daughters and granddaughters an idea of  the lovely 
embroidery you seldom see any more.

When I first showed the cloths to my quilting friends, we weren’t sure if  the 
embroidery was done by hand or by machine. The stitches are so even it appears to be 
machine done. I decided to do a little research to see if  that was possible.

White embroidery thread on white fabric has been around since the 1500s but it 
became very popular in the late 1700s and even more so in the early 1800s. Hand sewn 
cottage piecework provided a small income for women in Ireland, Scotland, France, and 
India. A variety of  laces were made for women’s accessories such as collars, chemisettes, 
bonnet frills, caps, and underwear. A most popular item was a baby’s robe.

India was a primary source of  cottons and embroidered goods during the Georgian 
and early Regency periods. But with the Industrial Revolution, the United Kingdom 
took over as a source of  cotton textiles. A hand embroidery machine was invented in 
Switzerland in 1828. By the 1850s, machine embroidery was equal to hand embroidery.

I think we take machine made lace for granted today, because in the past if  you 
wanted a beautiful trim for your clothing, you had to make it yourself  or find a talented 
person to do it for you.

No stories remain from my family regarding what was saved.  I can only guess. My 
Italian grandmother died when I was nine. But I am pretty sure the hand tatting on 
the handkerchiefs was done by my other grandmother. I am planning on showing this 
piece in our spring quilt show so that others can enjoy the beauty of  white embroidery 
on white, a lovely art which should not be forgotten.

.- © Janet M. Bair of  Ansonia, CT. You may contact her at librarybair@hotmail.com

Treasures, cont. from page 4

Become Inspired 
Decorating, Entertaining and  
Living in the Early American Style by Annice Bradley Rockwell 

A Celebration of  Strength 
In 2026 with the approach of  the height of  the year, we have 

so much to be proud of. As our nation celebrates its 250th 
year, one of  the best ways to proclaim our patriotic pride is 
through decorating. Our yards this time of  year are naturally 
filled with the beauty of  green lawns and gardens filled with 
color. The stands of  red beebalm that attract the hardworking 
hummingbirds are in full bloom now. Our blue hydrangeas that 
are always lush and vibrant are all part of  the backdrop of  a 
spectacular and especially patriotic summer. 

To decorate our porches, gorgeous primitive buntings of  red, 
white and blue expand our décor and lend historic appeal. Small bicentennial flags 
lined along our fence let people know we are truly celebrating our nation’s proud 
history. 

To make our enthusiasm even more evident, we might even create historical 
decorative vignettes that are unique and have an even stronger colonial appeal. A 
huge copy of  The Declaration of  Independence paired with a Revolutionary cloak 
and tricorn hat can be placed next to an inkwell with a quill and American flag. It’s a 
way to celebrate freedom and to honor history.  

Participating in the Past 
Taking part in our town’s 250th celebrations will no doubt be a time to remember. 

Whether it is a tour of  the local museum’s bicentennial collection curated just for this 
year, or an historic home tour designed with 250 in mind, the activities for this very 
special summer abound. Summer favorites such as the July 4th parade or the quaint 
shoreline town’s boat parade will be received with exceptional fanfare and enthusiasm 
this year because this historic milestone deserves it.  

Spirit of  1776 
So as summer gets into full swing and festive events start to gain momentum, 

consider taking part and enjoying the “Spirit of  1776” fun. As people who are 
naturally passionate about history, colonial antiques and the legacy of  our nation’s 
past, this summer is a time to bring our absolute best. 

© Annice Bradley Rockwell is an educator and owner of  Pomfret Antiques. She is currently 
working on her book, New England Girl. NewEnglandGirl2012@hotmail.com

Back Porch Break 
by Nancy Brummett 

Salon Sagas 
I had my first manicure in a nail salon when I was in 

my late fifties. I only went then because my two little 
granddaughters who were visiting one summer wanted 
to go. When the woman who answered the phone 
said she would give the girls a “free flower” I thought 
that was very kind and expected them to come home 
with a long-stemmed rose or a carnation but no, it 
was a daisy painted on each small thumbnail. 

That was about 30 years ago, but since then I’ve become a semi-regular client 
at several different nail salons. You may think that the best “people watching” 
may be found at airports, malls, or ER waiting rooms, but I assure you, the clien-
tele at nail salons can be most bemusing and amusing. 

People become very loyal to their nail technicians, and I’ve followed my favorite 
to three different salons as his job changed, but I’ve noticed many similarities in 
terms of clientele at the different locations. It always warms my heart to see a 
faithful daughter or caregiver bringing in an older woman to get a manicure or 
even more rejuvenating, a pedicure for her ailing feet and hard-to-cut toenails. I 
also like seeing men getting pedicures to make their wives happy! 

But you can see some strange things in nail salons, too. One time a fortyish 
business woman was on her phone the entire time she was getting her pedicure. 
She also had her laptop open on her lap and was conducting business as if she 
were seated behind a mahogany desk in a high-rise office building. I actually 
overheard her offering a job to someone. They were negotiating salary, vacation 
time, job title, etc., and everyone in the salon could follow along with each    
discussion point. In the end the fellow on the other end of the phone evidently 
said he’d talk to his wife and let her know, so we were all left wondering if he 
took the job. It’s been a while since I was in the corporate world, but is this the 
new business etiquette? I hope not. 

Keeping up with the life events of manicure seekers is entertaining as well. 
You overhear that someone wants bright orange because they are headed to 
Mexico on vacation, or you witness a giggly bridal party coming in to get their 
nails done for the wedding. Recently two little girls proudly held out their hands 
to show me the ice blue polish they got because they were to be flower girls in 
their aunt’s upcoming wedding. Much of life can be witnessed in a nail salon, 
and seeing those two little girls reminded me of two others many years ago. I 
guess salon sagas can be sentimental, too. 

 
Nancy Parker Brummett is an author and freelance writer in Colorado Springs, CO. Follow her on 

Facebook, Instagram and Linked In or subscribe to her blog posts at www.nancyparkerbrummett.com.

Now Available!

The Hope of Glory
A Devotional Guide for Older Adults

From Columnist

Nancy Parker Brummett
Order print or eBook from

V O L U M E  T W O

Ann’s Lovin’ You 
by Ann Stewart 

57 Questions 
 

With the passing of a loved one, we lose generations 
of knowledge, thoughts, wisdom, and a resource of his-
tory. No more can we find the answers to our ques-
tions. That thought begs us to consider what words are 
important to leave behind. Thoughts about this were 
spurred after reading The Frozen River. 

Author Ariel Lawhon claims she “collects” people for her novels. Ironically, she 
“collected” 1780s midwife Martha Ballard at her OB-GYN when she picked up 
Our Daily Bread and read the August 1, 2008 devotional about am 18th Century 
midwife who had delivered over a thousand babies and never lost a mother. 

Then she discovered that Martha Ballard’s daily medical notations became a 
legacy and medical and historical record compiled and turned into a biography 
by Laurel Thatcher Uhlrich on which Lawhon based The Frozen River. 

So you see, Martha would be forgotten and her medical wisdom lost were it 
not for the fact that her words still have power. 

What about you? What words do you need to record for future generations? 
If you’re like me, you probably have a blank book like Martha’s just sitting 

around the house. You could pick up a pretty one for your nightstand. It’s not a 
diary, but a place to collect: Nightly thoughts, favorite Bible verses, beautiful 
quotes and sayings, something you learned that day, s line from a book you 
read, or memories. 

Or you could record memories of your kids or grandkids. During Covid when 
I daily walked the eight-mile trail with my friend Barb, she told me funny and 
poignant stories of her grands. "I hope you're recording these!" I'd tell her. I did-
n’t want the stories lost or forgotten because I knew her grands would one day 
appreciate the re-telling. 

You could record something your kids or grands said that day, something 
your kids did or learned that day, some wise advice they gave you or some wise 
advice you want to give them. 

Memories are important. Recently someone sent me a decade-old letter my 
grandfather had written in a November birthday card to his son, Abram. Since it 
was near Christmas, Grandpa wrote about Baby Jesus having swaddling clothes 
then compared it to when their family fled Russia and my grandmother had no 
diapers for their six-day-old infant Abram. But someone had donated a few shirts 
and so his young wife cut off the sleeves and turned them into diapers! This was 
a precious fact I added to my novel. 

I only knew this fact because it was written in a letter and saved and passed 
down to me. Whether emails, letters, or journals, find a way to record and pre-
serve memories. 

I was blessed to interview my grandparents about their escape from Russia and 
the child they left behind. These memories became the novel THE REMNANTS: 
One Family’s Escape from Stalin’s Russia, which will be available in October 
2026. To learn more go to my website at www.AnnMarieStewart.com. 

To help with your own research, I have compiled a list of questions from 
AmericanAncestors.org and VisitingAngels.com that can help you prompt loved 
ones to tell you about their lives. Or use the questions to start recording for the 
generations who follow you. You can download the 57 questions off my web-
site at AnnMarieStewart.com Then print and start writing, talking and listening.  

© 2026 Ann Marie Stewart www.AnnMarieStewart.com. Ann Marie Stewart’s novel 
THE REMNANTS: One Family’s Escape from Stalin’s Russia comes out October 2026.



July-August, 2026Pg. 10 The Country Register July-August, 2026 Pg. 11The Country Register

CONNECTICUTCONNECTICUT
BoltonBolton................................................................Page 10Page 10
EssexEssex..................................................................Page 10Page 10
New MilfordNew Milford................................................Page 12Page 12
North FranklinNorth Franklin........................................Page 10Page 10
S. GlastonburyS. Glastonbury......................................Page 10Page 10
UncasvilleUncasville....................................................Page 10Page 10
WallingfordWallingford..................................................Page 12Page 12

MASSACHUSETTSMASSACHUSETTS
BlackstoneBlackstone..................................................Page 6Page 6
DudleyDudley..............................................................Page 6Page 6
HarwichHarwich..........................................................Page 8Page 8
Harwich PortHarwich Port............................................Page 8Page 8
LunenburgLunenburg..................................................Page 7Page 7
MashpeeMashpee........................................................Page 8Page 8
MonsonMonson............................................................Page 4Page 4
NorthamptonNorthampton............................................Page 4Page 4
PalmerPalmer..............................................................Page 4Page 4
PlymouthPlymouth........................................................Page 8Page 8
SandwichSandwich......................................................Page 8Page 8
South YarmouthSouth Yarmouth..................................Page 8Page 8
SouthamptonSouthampton..........................................Page 4Page 4
SpencerSpencer..........................................................Page 5Page 5
SudburySudbury..........................................................Page 7Page 7
SwanseaSwansea........................................................Page 8Page 8
UxbridgeUxbridge........................................................Page 6Page 6
West BrookfieldWest Brookfield..................................Page 5Page 5
West SpringfieldWest Springfield................................Page 4Page 4

RHODE ISLANDRHODE ISLAND
CoventryCoventry........................................................Page 9Page 9
GreenvilleGreenville....................................................Page 9Page 9
MaplevilleMapleville......................................................Page 9Page 9
North ScituateNorth Scituate........................................Page 9Page 9
WesterlyWesterly..........................................................Page 9Page 9

OnlineOnline................................................................Page 4Page 4

Shop HopShop Hop......................................................Page 3Page 3

Mapleville
North Franklin

North Scituate

Coventry

New Milford

Uncasville

West Brookfield Spencer

South Yarmouth

Blackstone
Uxbridge

Sudbury

Swansea Sandwich

S. Glastonbury

Dudley

Harwich Port

Wallingford

Lunenburg

Palmer

West Springfield

Greenville

Southampton

Northampton

Bolton

Essex

Plymouth

Mashpee
Harwich

Westerly

Monson

City Index and MapCity Index and Map

Bolton, Essex, North Franklin, S. Glastonbury, Uncasville - CT

Quilting Supplies, Tools & Fabric

Quilting classes for everyone , 
from beginner to advanced, 
plus Open Sew

43 Manning Rd. • N. Franklin, CT 06254 • 860-642-8099 • stitchchicksquiltshop.com
Hours: Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat 10am–5pm • Thur 10am-8 pm

Happy home of the fiber obsessed!
www.villagewoolyarnshop.com

882 Main St., Unit C
S. Glastonbury, CT 06073

860-633-0898 
marion@villagewoolyarnshop.com

Open: 
Tues–Fri 10 to 6 

Sat 10 to 5

About The Cover Artist
LindaSpivey

Linda has had a passion for art her entire life. 
She is known for her sweet vintage images and down-

home style of painting. Linda loves everything old: movies, music, 
books, recipes, manners, furniture, crocks and rustic wood signs.  She 
paints what she loves, primarily in watercolor, pen and ink, and some-
times acrylic. Her heartwarming designs can be found on a wide va-
riety of items, such as dishes, flags, rugs, kitchen and bath ensembles, 
as well as Christmas cards, bags and wraps. She has also written and illustrated a number of 
books, including a cookbook of her family recipes. She and her husband Dan have two grown 
sons and four wonderful grandchildren.

She strives never to forget that God has given her this ability to be creative, and tries to live 
by two favorite Biblical verses. “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all 
these things shall be added to you.” Matthew 6:33. And “Whatever you do, work at it with all 
your heart, as working for the Lord.” Colossians 3:23 

To view Linda’s art prints, go to www.PennyLanePublishing.com or  
call Penny Lane Publishing at 800-273-5263 for more information.

Reader  Shares!

Shared by reader B. Fratoni 
of Leominster, MA

Here are a couple photos 
of my recently finished 
slow stitch project. It’s 
composed of various fab-
rics, buttons, embroidery 
floss, yarn, and lace that I 
had in my sewing stash. 

Finished Project!

Life in Skunk Hollow                                                                
Christmas in July         by Julie A. Druck

  I’ve been thinking a lot about Christmas lately – more specifically, about Christmas 
trees. The thoughts have been coming as I wander through the newly-planted 
Christmas tree field on the hill above our little house. I’ve taken to walking through 
the grassy field most evenings at dusk, praying over and blessing the trees – that they 
would grow strong and well as they work their way to maturity over the next 7 years.

 In addition to a growing beef  cattle herd, our son, Caleb, and his wife, Abby, are 
trying this new venture on the fifty-acre farm on which both our families live. Our son 
is a thorough researcher and meticulous implementer of  any new project that he takes 
on. So, after much planning and paperwork, he purchased 1,100 Canaan and Douglas 
Fir seedlings. And over a period of  three days in late spring, our family helped put 
those baby trees into the ground. Four generations from Caleb and Abby’s families 
turned out to help at various times over those days. From Caleb’s grandfather who 
helped dig holes to little nieces and nephews who watered the baby seedlings with 
cups from a bucket, it truly was a family affair. 

 Caleb told me that he heard 7-year-old Joshua gently talking to one of  the trees as 
he watered its base. Josh’s encouragement of  “Grow, baby, grow” is the same desire 
of  all those who helped – from the ones who babysat Caleb and Abby’s toddler son 
(who was more interested in eating dirt than planting trees), to Abby’s sister who 
helped tuck trees into the ground while her newborn son was tucked into his swaddle 
against her, to those who golf  carted bucket after bucket of  water to the field, and 
the ones who dug (seemingly) countless holes. We’re all eager to see the growth and 
harvest of  the crop.

 And therein lies a tendency I recognize within myself  – that of  wanting to jump to 
the end of  a process – no matter if  I’m making something, reading a book, or waiting 
for trees to grow. The process can sometimes feel like an interference to the ending. 
Sometimes I just want to have the gift without the bother of  opening it! And yet, I’m 
slowly realizing (in a lot of  areas of  life) that the process, the journey, IS the gift. 

 You know, the length of  time we have on this earth is unknown to us. There’s no 
guarantee that I’ll actually see those trees grow to fruition or ever have the privilege 
of  having one decorate our home during the holiday season. But if  I focus on the 
beauty of  the process instead of  jumping ahead, I realize that seeing the end of  
the trees’ maturity isn’t the only, or even the primary gift. One gift that’s already 
been realized because of  these Christmas tree seedlings has been the blessing of  
family working together for a common purpose. And that purpose goes far beyond a 
farming venture. For this year, we planted more than just trees. We planted common 
memories – memories of  the joy and sweetness there is in helping one another. The 
process of  doing a job together is just as valuable and as precious as tall, mature 
Christmas trees. And so, in a sense, beauty has already begun coming to fruition, and 
these seven years of  waiting will provide more opportunity to discover, delight in, and 
be thankful for all the gifts that will surface in the process.

 Julie Druck is from York, Pennsylvania, and writes from her farm in Skunk Hollow. She’d 
welcome your comments at thedrucks@netzero.com.

384 East to Exit 4, left off the Exit. Right at the light for 3 miles.
Website FaceBook

Open Daily 9 AM to 5 PM  860-646-3331
www.tessierschangesofthyme.com / www.facebook.com/TessiersChangesOfThyme

Floor Cloths and Runners       Hooked Rugs       Lighting        Textiles        Portraits

One of New England’s Finest Shoppes for 
Authentic Reproductions and Primitive Folk Art!

Friday, March 13th 9am to 5pm 
Saturday, March 14th 9am to 5pm 
Sunday, March 15th 9am to 5pm

As the Crocus begins to blossom
Changes of Thyme is preparing for 

it’s SPRING FLING!
A NEW variety of primitive furniture
has arrived along with many new 

pieces from our old favorites. 
Enjoy Spring with your 
new home furnishings

It’s Spring Thyme at Tessiers!

SpringFling
We’re Open!

384 East to Exit 4, left off  the Exit. Right at the light for 3 miles.
www.tessierschangesofthyme.com • Hours: Open 7 Days a week 10am-5pm

www.facebook.com/TessiersChangesOfThyme
Yard Stocked with Annuals & everything for your garden.

Floor Cloths and Runners • Hooked Rugs • Lighting • Textiles • Portraits 
Reproduction Cupboards and Hutches • Select Antiques and Accessories

New furniture and signs just arrived!
Our 5 rooms are fi lled with new furniture and accessories 

including textiles, pottery, fl oor cloths, lighting and 
handmade items for all your decorating needs. 

You will also fi nd unique accessories for your home. 

Buy 2 
Perennials

& Get 1 
FREE
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New Milford, Wallingford - CT

REDWOOD COUNTRYFlea Market

(203) 269-3500 | $2 Parking Sat & Sun Only

Free Admission | Fri 6 - 1 | Sat & Sun 6 - 3

170 S. Turnpike Road, Wallingford, CT 06492

         

ANTIQUES | COLLECTIBLES | TOOLS 
 JEWELRY | CLOTHES | PRODUCE

...and more!

Restaurant On Premises
redwoodcountryfleamarket

Flea Market
OPEN
YEAR ROUND

Shop and Explore
One of Connecticut’s Largest

American-Made Furniture Stores
Crafting custom furniture since 2008, much of which is made using

120+ year old reclaimed barnwood in chestnut, oak or pine.

Every piece is one-of-a-kind, constructed of the finest materials,
with the utmost quality and craftsmanship; from being made right

here in our workshop or from generational Amish families.

101 Park Lane Road (Route 202)
New Milford, CT
860-354-4145

www.rusticcountrybarn.com

All Products

Made in

the USA

Voted One of Connecticut’s
Best Furniture Stores

USA250 Birthday Sale 
Continues 

All Americana on Sale Those Were The Days!

Look What Just Pop(corned) Up!
by Jay Mark

Who would have thought that a staid publication like the Wall Street Journal would introduce 
me to a brand-new collectible. That’s what happened recently, when the Journal took me by 
surprise as it reported on a collectible that just “popped” up out of nowhere.

Maybe I am just out-of-touch. Until the article, I didn’t know that popcorn was being sold 
by movie theaters in containers especially branded to the theme of a film on the screen. And at 
astronomical prices, too.

Before we get into that, it is interesting how popcorn made it into movie theaters. Centuries 
ago, the peoples of Peru and Mexico learned how to explode their maize kernels. Wherever it 
was introduced, popped corn was an instant success. 

As theaters evolved in the 20th century, theaters began selling snacks that helped add to their 
bottom line. But they stayed away from popcorn, because of concerns about the noise of patrons 
rustling bags and crunching on the delight. Plus, they weren’t happy about the necessary extra 
cleaning. Especially in the luxurious movie palaces.

The effect of the Depression was hard on theaters. Finally, they relented and began allowing 
popcorn sold by vendors outside the theater. But it didn’t take long for the operators opting to 
begin making money for themselves. First in paper bags and cardboard with advertising. Later, 
tins and plastic were added. 

By any measure, popcorn has always been the most popular concession in theaters. That 
demand led to large tubs – cardboard and later, reusable materials.

(Spoiler alert!) $9.50 is the average profit theaters generally make on a regular $10 bucket.
Disney, the ultimate in innovation, is generally credited with introducing novelty popcorn 

buckets in the 1990’s at their theme parks. Theaters were slow to catch on to the Disney idea. 
But when they did, it was with a bang. 

R2D2 was the first movie tie-in container that AMC Entertainment introduced for the 2019 
release of Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker. The cost? An astronomical $50! But it took a little 
more time to create a demand. 

Just six years later, AMC was making $54 million on the sale of “collectible concession ves-
sels,” as they are officially named.

Most are designed and manufactured by the Zinc Group based in Shakespeare’s hometown. 
Produced under license from the movie studios, the themed containers are then sold to theaters 
in edition numbers ranging from 20,000 to 100,000. It can take as long as a year-and-a-half to 
go from design to manufacturing to reaching theater’s concession stands. Prices range from $20 
to $50.

Dune 2’s 2024’s Sandworm bucket is the one that went viral. But for reasons you might not 
think. In part, it was because of its unintended sexually suggestive appearance. Just a year later, 
the original $50 bucket has been offered on eBay for $805!

How long does it take for a fad to explode? Well, in just a short time, there may be as many as 
a hundred themed containers already in the market. And more are coming. The Fantastic Four: 
First Steps, the next Marvel movie, is selling a $79.99 popcorn container. 

National chains like AMC, Cinemark and Regal, along with local theaters like Harkins The-
aters are driving the demand.

And of course, if eBay is the barometer for collecting, Bucket Banditz has an eBay store de-
voted strictly to branded popcorn buckets. A recent look at eBay listed more than 1800 contain-
ers. Prices range from less than $20 to north of $100. And likely to go up over time.

Not surprising with a burgeoning number of branded theater popcorn buckets, a collector’s 
group would form. You can find the brand-new Theater Popcorn Container & Bucket Collectors 
on Facebook. Started in August 2024, they now have reached more than 1,000 members.

Before the Internet, it took some time for a fad to take off. Now, with social media, in less 
than a year themed movie containers have become the hottest collectible today.

And I had to learn about it from the Wall Street Journal. I’ll see you at the theater fighting you 
for the latest on my popcorn “bucket list.” 

Virtually an antique himself, or maybe a collectible, Jay Mark, has more than a half-
century’s experience in the antiques business. He owns Those Were The Days!, an online 
specialty bookstore. A recognized historian, he also teaches, lectures and writes about 
antiques and history. Reach him at jaymarkhistorian@gmail.com  © 2025

Are you organizing a local arts,  
crafts, quilt or antique show this Fall?

Need exhibitors and crafters?
Need to tell shoppers about the event?

FALL SEPT/OCT DEADLINE: AUG 1ST

TheRegisterWeb.com

Then use The Country Register 
to get your message out!

If your event is before Nov. 15, be sure to 
advertise in the Sept/Oct issue so our readers 

have time to plan to attend!
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