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May
1-31......................10 Years in Business Celebration at Crafty Ladies & Friends in Covington (pg. 6)
1-31............................. 6th Birthday Celebration at Sunshine Quilt Corner in Newport News (pg. 10)
1-June 30............................Visit the participating shops during the All Blue Ridge Shop Hop (pg. 3)
1-June 30....................... Visit Patchwork Plus in Dayton during the All Blue Ridge Shop Hop (pg. 4)
1-June 30................. Visit Cottonwood in Charlottesville during the All Blue Ridge Shop Hop (pg. 5)
1-June 30.................................Visit Sew Biz in Fairlawn during the All Blue Ridge Shop Hop (pg. 6)
1-June 30...........................Visit Quilts on Main in Galax during the All Blue Ridge Shop Hop (pg. 7)
1-June 30.......................... Visit Quilted Colors in Stuart during the All Blue Ridge Shop Hop (pg. 7)
1-June 30.......... Visit Quilted Expressions in Lynchburg during the All Blue Ridge Shop Hop (pg. 8)
1-June 30..............Visit Rose Patch Creations in Crewe during the All Blue Ridge Shop Hop (pg. 8)
1-June 30.................................. Visit Lib’s Place in Rice during the All Blue Ridge Shop Hop (pg. 8) 
1-June 30...........................Visit Sewlovelee in Irvington during the All Blue Ridge Shop Hop (pg. 9)
1-June 30..Visit Sunshine Quilt Corner in Newport News during the All Blue Ridge Shop Hop (pg. 10)
1-June 30........Visit Loving Stitches in Fayetteville, NC during the All Blue Ridge Shop Hop (pg. 11)
1-June 30.......................Visit Fabric Shoppe in Suffolk during the All Blue Ridge Shop Hop (pg. 12)
22-24........................Bodacious Bazaar at Hampton Roads Convention Center in Hampton (pg. 10)
29...................................................Bernina 990 Event at Loving Stitches in Fayetteville, NC (pg. 11)
29-30..................................................16th Anniversary Storewide Sale at Lib’s Place in Rice (pg. 8)

June
19-20................................ Patchwork Quilters Jamboree at Graham High School in Bluefield (pg. 6)
20....................................... Shenandoah Valley Quilters Biennial Quilt Show in Harrisonburg (pg. 4)

July
10-11...........Lake Quilters Guild Quilt Show at Franklin County High School in Rocky Mount (pg. 6)
23-25.............................................Chincoteague Island Blueberry Festival in Chincoteague (pg. 12)

October 
17.............................................Peninsula Piecemakers’ Quilt Symposium in Newport News (pg. 10)
17-18............... Richmond Quilters’ Guild Quilt Show at ACCA Shriner’s Center in Richmond (pg. 9)

November
13-15........................Bodacious Bazaar at Hampton Roads Convention Center in Hampton (pg. 10)
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Wyoming: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
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Mail a check for $25 with your event info to the address at the top of page 2.
July/August events due by June 1

Berger’s 
Sewing Machine

9506 Center St. 
Manassas, VA 20110 

(703) 368-7169 
www.bergersewing.com

Store Hours: 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 9:30am - 6pm • Wed 

9:30am - 5pm • Sat 9:30am - 4pm

🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷🌷

www.bergersewing.com

NEW! - Radiance - NEW!Serving Northern Virginia Since 1954!

Over100Stores,100sof Prizes, FreeGift at Every Store
Visit AllBlueRidgeShopHop.com or join our Facebook Group: 

www.facebook.com/groups/allblueridgeshophop to learn all about it.

MAY &JUNE 2026

New for 2026 All Blue Ridge Shop Hop!

The All Blue Ridge Shop Hop Magazine will go on sale Mid-March at all participating stores.  
It’s your passport to embark on the Great Sewing Adventure across the Blue Ridge!

We’ve done some “rearranging.”
Includes the states of North Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia

BLUE RIDGE
SHOP HOP

RReedd FFooxx YYaarrnnss LLC

  421 Church Street, NE, Suite D, Vienna, VA 22180 
(703) 865-6343 – www.redfoxyarns.com

Open Tuesday through Saturday, 10:00 am - 5:00 pm 
     Yarn, needles and notions for knit & crochet 
   See our website for upcoming classes and current stock! 

Welcome to sunny May and June. We hope you enjoy getting out to visit 
the shops advertising in this issue or shop with them online. 

The May/June time-
frame seems to be full of 
gift giving events: Moth-
er’s Day, Father’s Day, 
graduations, weddings, 
teacher gifts, and the list 
goes on. Please remember 
to visit the shops adver-
tising in this issue so the shop owners can help you find that perfect gift 
for your special someone (and don’t forget a gift for yourself – while you 
are shopping). Or if you can’t decide what to give, most of the advertising 
shops offer gift cards. So spread the news of your favorite shop by giving 
a gift card. 

Remember that the businesses advertising with us this issue and every 
issue need your support! Whether it’s shopping in person or online order-
ing – please shop local and let them know you read about them in our 
publication please. Our publication exists because the shop owners have 
placed ads. We want to thank you, our readers, for being loyal readers and 
shoppers. We also want to thank our advertisers who continue to make this 
paper possible. 

If you know of a great shop that isn’t advertising with us, but should be, 
please email pauline@theregisterweb.com with that shop’s name, phone 
number and address so we can send them a copy of the paper. Also please 
visit our Facebook page and become a fan! We frequently post updates on 
shops and other tidbits of information.

Rachel has made several trips home over the last couple of months (it 
has been fun to have her here). She stays very busy with work but has a 
great flexible schedule so she gets to travel often. Grace will be finishing 
her junior year at UGA! Can’t believe she will be a senior this Fall. She 
has a summer internship lined up at a PR firm in Atlanta and several sum-
mer trips planned as well. 

Thank you for reading this issue. Feel free to pick up a second copy 
and share it with a friend. Our July/August issue will be out in late June/
early July – just in time for you to take that issue with you visiting shops 
throughout the summer. 

Happy May & June to you and enjoy using our publication as your guide 
to the best shopping and events. Enjoy Shopping!

Shows & Events

Would your group or guild like 
to receive FREE COPIES  

of each issue of 
The Virginia Register?

Just send an email to 
ads@TheRegisterWeb.com
or call 1-866-825-9217

Let us know how many copies (25 minimum)  
and a street shipping address.

by Janet Young
It’s that time of  the year as Mother’s Day rolls around, that we begin to switch gears and 

begin to focus on our mothers. We celebrate the many blessings she has brought into our life.  
This year I thought it would be a novel way to share some quotes that people have made 

about their mother.  It may make you laugh, reflect, and recall some of  the remembrances 
you have of  your mother.  

Let’s get started.
- Mothers can look through a child’s eyes and see tomorrow.    Reed Markham
- Mother is a verb.  It is something you do, not just who you are.  Cheryl Lacey Donovan
- All I am I owe to my mother.  George Washington
- All that I am or ever hope to be, I owe to my mother.  Abraham Lincoln
- A mother’s arms are more comforting than anyone else’s.  Princess Diana
- My mother has a great deal of  trouble with me, but I think she enjoyed it.  Mark Twain
- A mother understands what a child does not see.  Jewish proverb
-My mother is my root, my foundation.  She planted the seed that I base my life on, and that is 		

the belief  to achieve, starts in your mind.  Michael Jordan
The next three quotes are from unknown sources:
- Nothing is really lost until your mom can’t find it.
- Life doesn’t come with a manual it comes with a mom.
- Moms are like buttons they hold everything together.

I hope as you read these quotes some made you laugh, and some touched your heart.  
But more importantly, I hope it brought back reflections of  why your mother means so 

Mother’s Day Quotes

much to you.
For those whose mothers are in heaven, may you cherish the memories and feel the love 

that only a mother can provide.
Happy Mother’s Day 

         – © Janet Young is a Certified Tea and Etiquette Consultant,  Co-Founder of  Mid-
Atlantic Tea Business Association, and prior owner of  Over The Teacup
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Dayton, Edinburg, Harrisonburg, 
Strasburg, Timberville, Winchester

Find more info at: vaquiltmuseum.org

2328 Silver Lake Rd
Dayton, VA 22821

(540) 433-3818

Cultivating and Preserving the 
Quilting Arts in Virginia

Learn more:Plan a Group Tour
Available Year-Round

Bring your friends, guild, or organization to the Virginia 
Quilt Museum for a guided gallery tour or engaging 
hands-on presentation tailored to your group.

Our elegantly renovated Victorian home is
customized for your craft retreats!

Relaxing accommodations for up to 
14 guests will inspire your creativity.

Plan your stay for a weekend or a week.
141 South Main St • Timberville, VA  22853

540-405-5900
www.valleycrafthouse.com               Shenandoah Valley Craft House

Shenandoah Valley Craft House

www.valleycrafthouse.com               Shenandoah Valley Craft House

• 9,000 Square Feet
• 6,000 Bolts of Fabric
• Low Prices on Pre-cuts
• Great Selection of Kits
• Large Selection of Batiks

• Top Quality Fabrics
• Notions, Books, Patterns
• Machines & Accessories
• Long Arm Machines and Accessories
• On-Site, Experienced Repair Technician

17 Killdeer Lane • Dayton, VA
540-879-2505 • Mon–Sat 10am–4pm

www.patchworkplus-quilting.com

The largest quilt shop
in Virginia!
Online Sales

Servicing Machines

Visit Us during the 
All Blue Ridge Shop Hop

May 1 thru June 30

5199 John Marshall Hwy.
Strasburg, VA 22657

540-465-2729
www.woodbinefarmmarket.com

Farm Market offering the BEST &
FRESHEST products available!

25+ Varieties of Apples • Fresh Baked Goods
Seasonal Fruit & Veggies • Jams & Preserves
Breads • Local Honey, Butter & Maple Syrup 

Herbs • Planters • Wine • Local CheeseOpen 7 Days a Week!
9 AM - 6 PM

Bring the family 
and spend the 
day with us!

Open 7 Days a Week!
Celebrating 20th Anniversary!

Charlottesville, Stuarts Draft, Waynesboro 

540-943-8408540-943-8408540-943-8408540-943-8408540-943-8408

• Over 6,000 Bolts of
Quality Quilting Fabrics

• Embroidery &
Quilting Supplies

• Machine Service  • Classes

Shop ANYTIME at
co� onwoodquiltshop.com

Gi�  Cards Available Online

Meadowbrook Shopping Centre
 2035 Barracks Rd., Charlo� esville, VA  22903

Mon-Fri 10-5, Sat 10-4, Sun 12-4
Closed Mother’s Day & Father’s Day

434-244-9975

Proudly Serving Quilters, Since 1995

• Over 6,000 Bolts of

Authorized

DealerDealer

All Blue Ridge
Shop Hop

May & June

CROSS STITCH STATION
The Shenandoah Valley’S only CompleTe 

CounTed CroSS STiTCh Shop!

520-D W Broad St
Waynesboro, VA 22980

We gladly mail-order. (540) 943-7742
Tues-Fri 10-5; Sat 10-4; Closed Sun-Mon
E-mail: crosstitch_adelphia1@comcast.net

Large Selection of Samplers, Books and Leaflets
  Larger selection of Punch Needle and accessories  

Vast selection of hand-dyed Thread, Linens, Evenweaves, & Aida    

Win A $25 Gift Certificate 
We give away a $25 Gift Certificate each issue to redeem at a local advertiser’s shop!  

You can register online at www.theregisterweb.com with the link  
“Register to Win” or complete the form (photocopy is acceptable) and mail to:  

P.O. Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028. Please also include a favorite recipe,  
quote, tip or a craft project you want to share with other readers.

The drawing will be made prior to the next issue. The winner will be emailed 
information on redeeming their certificate and also announced in the next issue.  

Note: We do not place your information on any mailing list.

And the Winner is...And the Winner is...
Our winner from last issue is Sue Dameron. 

Sue selected Sewlovelee in Irvington as her favorite shop. 
She enjoys the shop because their staff is “helpful in color 

and fabric selection.” Congratulations Sue. 

The Virginia Register Gift Certificate Entry Form
ALL ITEMS MUST BE COMPLETED TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE PRIZE DRAWING

Name________________________________________________________________________
Street___________________________ City___________________State_____ Zip_ __________
Phone_ _________________________________ Email_________________________________
My favorite advertiser in this issue is:________________________________________________
I enjoy visiting this shop because:__________________________________________________
Please tell us about a local business you’d like to see advertising in The Virginia Register.
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - 540.667.3444 -
7 N LOUDOUN ST

WWW.WINCHESTERBOOKGALLERY.COM

Cowgirl Poet, Quilter, Entertainer 
            Yvonne Hollenbeck 

 

Pieces of the Past

As time goes marching forward, and it marches oh so fast, 
it seems that only memories are all we have that last. 

They may be of a loved one, or a special time or place, 
or remnants of a wedding dress, some ribbons and some lace.  

The chair where mother used to sit and rock her babes at night, 
or piece a quilt to keep them warm, and all by oil light. 
The photographs of people that we didn’t even know, 

that have preserved a precious glimpse of life from long ago.  
So standing on the edge of life, we oft look back and see 

reminders of the days gone past and how things used to be. 
We cherish all these tokens made from want and made from will, 

and miss the hands that held them once, voices forever still.  
We’ll treasure that old patchwork quilt that once was on our bed, 

and keep around a few good books that some loved one has read. 
And it could never matter just how fine new dishes are, 

…they never could compare to grandma’s good old cookie jar.  
We know we can’t retrace our steps and live our lives again, 

but we can cling to treasurers ‘cause that’s all that will remain. 
For all we have are memories, as long as they will last, 

in things we cherish most of all ... these pieces of the past.

Writing From Life 
by Jeanette Lukowski  

Road Trip Season  
This might make me sound silly, but while many 

people were spending the grey and somewhat 
gloomy days of January and February packing up 
and putting away the remains of their December holidays, I’m was thinking 
about where to travel during the upcoming summer months. 

Perhaps this pattern began when I was a child, when my mother would drive 
us the five-hundred-plus miles to visit her parents, siblings, and a variety of  
cousins. If we were lucky, we made the drive two times a year—for winter holi-
day weekends, and the week-long summer vacation—but while the winter 
drives included my father, summers were most often reserved for my older 
sister, my mother, and I. 

When my sister was in high school, there were additional drives to explore 
out-of-state colleges added; after my sister headed off to college, the summer 
drives naturally shifted more to just me and my mother in the car. Life sure 
looked different in the front seat than it had all of those years in the back!  

Then, the magical year of holding a driver’s permit arrived. What glorious   
adventures those five-hundred-plus miles became! The open road of interstate 
highways when my mother would drift off into a light nap in the passenger 
seat…I had never felt such freedom. Were those the moments when the passion 
for summer road trips was ignited?  

Choosing a career as a teacher was decided by life’s circumstances rather 
than the summer months of “unemployment,” but I quickly learned to appreciate 
them. I began by planning little day trips the kids and I could take to places like 
zoos or historical farms which provided educational experiences for visitors; as 
the children got older, I planned other scenic drives which included a night or 
two in hotels, adding evening swims in the hotel pool to our trips focused on  
dinosaur digs and Girl Scout badge checklists. After my mother retired, she 
would join us as we headed to destinations such as Mount Rushmore—or job 
interviews I was offered in other states—but the drive my kids and I took to the 
Grand Canyon was part of a weekend birthday-gift-to-myself trek. 

It’s impossible for me to calculate all of the miles I’ve driven a car because, 
for me, the “prize” has been the scenery I’ve seen along the way. Last month, 
for instance, as my now grown son drove me in his car’s passenger seat to my 
mother’s burial (she purchased the plot years before her retirement—and sub-
sequent move to be closer to her grandchildren), what did I spy on the inter-
state as we neared Madison, Wisconsin? None other than the Oscar Meyer 
Wienermobile! No kidding.  

Reaching the Spring Equinox in March, my thoughts naturally turned towards 
summer road-tripping season. Where might I go? I admit to feeling a bit more 
apprehensive about driving by myself the older I get, but to stay home all 
summer?   
© Jeanette Lukowski 2026. Jeanette is a mother, grandmother, teacher, and author who lives in Alesandria, 

MN. She is inspired by the lives of strong women. Her email address is: writingfromlife@yahoo.com

Order Yvonne’s new book, “A Stitch in Rhyme” at 
www.yvonnehollenbeck.com — just $15 + $3.50 postage.  

 
© Yvonne Hollenbeck; 2025  

Yvonne Hollenbeck, from Clearfield, SD,  performs her original poetry throughout the United States, capti-
vating audiences in her wake.  She is one of the most published cowgirl poets in the West and is not only a 

popular banquet and civic entertainer, but also co-writes songs with many western entertainers. Yvonne 
also pens a weekly column in the “Farmer-Rancher Exchange” and writes articles about life in rural America 

in various publications throughout the West. For more information, visit 
https://www.yvonnehollenbeck.com

Beep! 

 Beep!

Wit & Wisdom
    by Cheryl Potts

Since I’ve retired, I’m busier now than when I was working full-time! I guess that’s 
a familiar saying among us retirees, or as we are lovingly called, “elderberries.”

Not only do we get to enjoy our leisure and try new creative endeavors but we can 
join groups such as “Senior Stretch-n-go”, “Slow-mo Quilting”, and “Scrapbooking 
Senility”, as well as going out to lunch once or twice a week with senior friends.

However, squeezed into my creative groups and lunch dates are many important 
outings a few times a month.  I’ve met some very interesting people in my travels to 
the “Oligists” and “Scopies”. For example, last week I met with my cardiologist to 
make sure my heart was pumping properly and saw my blips on a screen.  Of  course, 
I sat in a massage chair, reading a four-year-old magazine, waiting a half  an hour, while 
the nurse consulted the radiologist for my test results.  The massage was wonderful.  I 
ordered one on my phone while waiting.

Next week, I go to my dermatologist to get my skin tags, age spots, lumps and bumps 
examined.  For this one, I have to completely disrobe while trying not to make eye 
contact with the doctor!  Thank goodness, the office staff  are all females!

Next month, I go to the ophthalmologist for my yearly exam. There’s nothing worse 
than that “puffer” machine!  It makes you blink excessively, mentally trying to avoid the 
puff  of  air into your eye, which makes you endure it  five more times before getting 
a successful reading! Then I’m blinking uncontrollably for the rest of  the eye exam. 
Whoever came up with that test should be scrutin-eyzed!

Part of  my yearly visitations is the dentalogist (new word- why not). Got to keep 
up with my teeth cleanings and scheduled x-rays to keep the pearly-whites gleaming. 

Retired and Tired

That’s probably the most relaxing of  all the doctor visitations. 
However, the worst has got to be the colonoscopy! You might be scheduled every 

3-5 years, depending what they find up your...body part. In the old days, doctors would 
ask if  you wanted to watch the exam on the TV screen. At least if  I fainted, I’d be on 
the table already. Who in their right mind would want to watch that disgusting movie? 
I don’t even watch medical shows on regular TV!

Suffice it to say, elderberries have no life of  their own after retirement, because of  
the many necessary, monthly doctor appointments. I’m busy enough with my regularly 
scheduled lunch dates, social groups and grandchildren visitations there’s barely time 
for doctor appointments. Sometimes there’s 2-3 activities in one day!  My children 
come home, look at my calendar and my full schedule and ask me, “Mom, why did you 
retire?”  I say, “I guess after teaching for 30 years I wanted to try something different.”  

“Retirement is that marvelous time of  life when the sun rises and you don’t.”
“Retirement is when you get out of  the shower and you’re glad the mirror is fogged up.”
Isaiah 40:31 says, “but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They 

will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not 
be faint.”  Thank you, Lord.

-In the early 1990’s four Christian friends, with a shared interest in writing, began meeting once 
a month to learn the writing trade. The four were each active in their various churches. As part 

of  an outreach ministry, they decided to write an inspirational newspaper column as a way to 
reach a wider, and perhaps mostly secular, audience.  

Contact the authors at: witandwisdomwriters@gmail.com

continued on page 5

Wit & Wisdom, cont. from page 4

Shenandoah  Valley
Quilters  Guild  Quilt Show

� e Shenandoah Valley Quilters Guild (SVQG) 
was formed in 1987 as a non-pro� t organization committed 

to the promotion and preservation of quilting.

For more info 
use QR code 

or visit 
www.svqg.org 

June 20th

Plan to attend our Biennial Quilt Show 
Free Admission, 100+ Quilts on Display, 

Beautiful Ra�  e Quilt, Guild Boutique & More!

or email info@svqg.org

Monthly Meetings:
� e guild meets the 3rd Sat 
of the month at 9:30 a.m. at 
the Sunnyside Retirement 

Community, in the Sunnyside 
Room, Harrisonburg, VA.

Join the Shenandoah  Valley Quilters  Guild
Member Bene� ts: Guest Speakers • Ra�  es 

Annual Quilting & Crafting Auction
Biennial Quilt Show • Show and Tell • Retreats

Service Projects • Camaraderie and Fun
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Blacksburg, Bluefield, Boones Mill, 
Covington, Fairlawn, Moneta, Rocky Mount

Sewing machines, sergers & embroidery machines and service
7327 Peppers Ferry Blvd. • Fairlawn, VA 24141

540-639-1138 • www.sewbiz.com 
Mon–Fri 10am–6pm • Sat 10am–5pm • Sun Closed

Quilting fabrics and tools  
Authorized BERNINA Dealer

Threads & notions, yarn, knitting, 
crocheting and cross stitch supplies

Authorized Accuquilt Dealer

Visit Us 
during the 

All Blue Ridge 
Shop Hop 

May 1
thru

June 30

Come to the two Virginias for the Quilt Jamboree! Join the excitement by 
entering a quilt, setting up as a vendor, or advertising with us. 

Don’t miss your chance to be part of this year’s show. 
Contact us via email PWQJamboree@gmail.com

Computerized Longarm Quilter 
Celebrating 10 years of

quilting for the NRV!

• Thousands of patterns from 
          which to choose
• Hundreds of thread options 
• Binding services
• T-shirt and memory quilts

2427 Backwoods Lane
Blacksburg, VA  24060
540-239-9429

Open by appointment only
whiteravenquilts.com

COUNTRY 
STORE

2699 Jubal Early Highway
Boones Mill, VA 24065

3 miles North of Burnt Chimney
540-721-2478

Family owned and 
operated since

1975
HOMEMADE BAKERY • FABRIC STORE • UNIQUE GIFT ITEMS

Hours: Tues–Sat 9:30am–5:30pm
Friday night until 7pm

A true Country Store featuring 
local crafters and products with 
an on-site bakery.
• Locally made outdoor furniture: many styles
 and colors to choose from
• New quilting cottons & batiks
• Large selection of 108” quilt backing at 
 great prices
• 1,000 + bolts of fabric, 

including 45” batiks
• Visit our baked goods 

section for truly home-made 
goodness from our full-line bakery & ready-
made dinners kitchen

Stop in for a 
visit back in 

time!

Hand-painted furniture, one-of-a-kind  seasonal and wood items, crochet,  
wreaths, lighting, candles, quilted & farmhouse items and jewelry.

Come  help us celebrate 10 years in business during May!
Check our FB page for all current crafts and products and/or featured sales.

1712 Valley Ridge Rd. • Covington, VA 24426 (I-64, Exit 16)
Hours: Fri-  Sat 10-5  •  Sun 1-5

New items added weekly! A “little” shop full of crafts.

700 TANYARD RD,
ROCKY MOUNT, VA
24121

WWW.LAKEQUILTERS.ORG

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
JULY 10-11, 2026

Quilt Show
LakeQuilters Guild
of SmithMountain Lake

FRANKLIN COUNTY
HIGH SCHOOL
GYMNASIUM

Over 100 quilts - awards

Patriotic display of quilts

Raffle gift baskets
Raffle Quilt

Quilt Vendors

Boutique
selling artisan items

Floyd, Galax, Stuart, Wytheville

220 N. Locust St.  Floyd, Va, 24091
540-745-4561

Schoolhouse
FabricsFabrics

A Sewing Paradise__ est. 1971 __

� ree Floors
� lled with

FABRICS!
Quilting • Drapery
Fashions • Formals

Notions
Craft Supplies

Upholstery & More!

Batiks Cottons Patterns Kits Notions Precuts Classes & Retreats
Judy Niemeyer Certified Shop  Jacqueline DeJonge Classes

Every Hoffman Batik & the best of 14 other companies!
Subscribe to our newsletter for a special every week

Friendly, prompt, secure Online ordering
                                       

                                                                                                                                       NEW Hours: Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm

www.batiks.com

460 E Main St. Wytheville, VA  24382
276-228-6400  www.batiks.com

225 S. Main St. • Galax, VA • Tues-Sat 9-5 • 276-601-2345225 S. Main St. • Galax, VA • Tues-Sat 9-5 • 276-601-2345

All Blue Ridge All Blue Ridge 
Shop HopShop Hop

May & JuneMay & June

Fabric, Notions, 
Books, Patterns, 
Classes, Sewing 

Machine Repair &
Juki Sewing Machines

Shop anytime at www.quiltsonmain.com

@2quirkyquilters

Full Service Quilting & Fabric Store!

Machine Embroidery • T-Shirt Printing 
Fabric • Notions • Gi�  Ideas
Longarm Quilting Services

Classes • Gi�  Certifi cates Available

13310 Booker T Washington Hwy.
Moneta, VA 24121

www.csthreadz.com     540-565-0288
Mon-Fri 10-5   Sat 10-2

   

107 N Main St, Stuart, VA

Quilting supplies & Notions
AAllll BBlluuee RRiiddggee SShhoopp HHoopp 

276-694-3020

Hours:     M-F:  10-5      Sat:  10-3

1480 E Main St. Ste #701  •  Wytheville, VA
Mon-Sat 10-6  •  276-613-7818

      Buttons & Brushes, LLC

Welcome to Our 
Unique Fabric 

&  Crafts Store!
Quilting FabricsQuilting Fabrics
Notions     YarnsNotions     Yarns

Needle CraftsNeedle Crafts
Paper CraftingPaper Crafting

Decorative PaintingDecorative Painting

Attract Backyard Birds with 
the Right Seeds

(Family Features) While almost all bird seed may look 
pretty much the same to you, it doesn’t to the birds you’re 
feeding. Knowing what kinds of  seeds different birds like 
can help you attract a variety of  fine feathered friends to 
your feeders.

Consider these popular seed types and the common 
backyard birds they attract:
Sunflower – Black sunflower seeds attract blue jays, goldfinches, woodpeckers, 

purple finches, chickadees, titmice and nuthatches. Striped sunflower seeds appeal 
to chickadees, doves, grosbeaks, northern cardinals, nuthatches, titmice and 
woodpeckers. Sunflower hearts (also known as “hulled sunflower” and “sunflower 
chips”) attract chickadees, common redpolls, juncos, doves, finches, goldfinches, 
grosbeaks, nuthatches, pine siskins, titmice and woodpeckers.

Nyjer – These lightweight, tiny seeds are a favorite of goldfinches. Put nyjer seeds 
in a hanging feeder with tiny holes so the small seeds won’t get blown away. Nyjer also 
attracts redpolls, juncos, doves, indigo bunting and pine siskin.
Safflower – These white seeds are slightly smaller than black sunflower seeds. 

Because they are bitter, grackles, blue jays, starlings – and squirrels – don’t like 
them. However, they do attract doves, purple finches, chickadees, titmice and downy 
woodpeckers.

White millet – Good for scattering on the ground, white millet attracts ground 
feeders such as juncos, sparrows, indigo buntings, towhees and mourning doves.

Cracked corn – Popular with ground feeders, cracked corn appeals to doves, 
crows, jays, sparrows, juncos and towhees. Avoid getting finely cracked corn as it’s 
vulnerable to rot and can quickly turn to mush.

When choosing a bird seed mix, pay attention to the ingredients list on the package. 
Bird seed is required by law to list ingredients in order of  content. Some cheaper 
mixes have filler seeds such as wheat, red milo, red millet or “assorted grain products.” 
Most backyard birds won’t eat those, and your seed mix could end up wasted on the 
ground.

Learn more about making your backyard an oasis for birds of all kinds at eLivingtoday.com. 
Photo courtesy of Unsplash

Frugal Gardening Tips and Tricks
Gardening can be a simple way to beautify your yard, relieve stress and save money 

on your grocery bill, but like any hobby, you can get carried away buying necessary 
equipment.

Fun, frugal and environmentally friendly, these tricks can help you create a cost-
effective garden:

1. Use a yardstick and permanent marker to mark inches and feet on the handle 
of your rake, shovel or hoe. The next time you plant, simply lay the marked 
handle along the row to create perfectly spaced holes for seeds.

2. Line the bottom of a clay pot with a coffee filter to keep soil from leaking out 
the bottom.

3. Use empty plastic water bottles or clear milk jugs to fill the bottom of large 
pots. They reduce the weight of the pot and require less soil to fill.

4. To test your seeds to see if they are still viable for this planting season, place 
a wet paper towel inside a zip-top bag, drop in 3-4 seeds and wait a week 
to see if anything grows.

5. One way to help prevent weeds is lining your garden with a layer of newspaper. 
Just top two or three sheets of newsprint with a layer of pine needles, grass 
clippings or dried leaves for an eco-friendly and inexpensive weed barrier.

6. Keep gardening twine handy. Nail a funnel to your potting bench with the 
spout pointing downward, feed the twine through and your string will never 
go missing. For a more portable solution, place a ball of twine inside a 
canning jar, make a hole in the lid and feed the end of the twine through the 
hole. Now, you can take twine anywhere, tangle-free.

7. There is no need to buy expensive potting systems for starting seedlings. 
Place several cardboard toilet paper rolls inside a clean plastic clamshell, like 
those used for premade salads. Fill each cardboard tube with potting soil and 
plant. Once your seedlings grow too tall for the clamshell, simply tear off the 
top lid.

Find more ideas for creating a garden without spending 
a bundle at http://www.elivingtoday.com Source: Family Features.com

Decorating, Entertaining and 
Living in the Early American Style by Annice Rockwell

Soulful Spaces
As spring comes into full bloom, our yards become abundant with life. Our landscape 

becomes filled with green more and more each day. Our lawns are transformed and vibrant. 
The trees that line our country property are showing signs of  increased vitality. Our peren-
nial gardens seem to beckon us to enjoy some time getting back to a task we love—nurturing 
the herbs and flowers that have become a soulful part of  what we call home.

With temperatures gently warming and daylight hours stretching out before us, this time 
of  year is indeed a blessing. Spring is the ideal time to tackle some of  the tasks we have 
planned all winter long. Whether it is mending our Williamsburg-style fence or putting a 
fresh coat of  paint on our batten doors, spring often affords us both the weather and the 
motivation to bring our ideas to life. And at the end of  the day, after all of  the hard work, 
the satisfaction felt as you look upon the fresh improvements will be a sweet, welcomed 
reward to be enjoyed all season long.
Creating Interest and Delight

Preparing and decorating our outdoor spaces is time well spent. As we sip our early morn-
ing coffee on our stone patio on one of  the first warm mornings, we may come up with 
special country touches that will add interest and delight to our outdoor spaces. Woven bee 
skeps are a signature country motif  that can be put on a large, seasoned stump or tall post 
as a focal point to enjoy. Country accents like tall, colorful birdhouses can be hung against 
the backdrop of  a primitive fence to add color amongst the growing herbs. A sundial can be 
mounted on a hand-hewn post to become a central image in the kitchen clipping garden.

When it comes time to harvest our first batches of  tender herbs, there is nothing like 
bringing out our sturdy, splint gathering backets to assist in this joyful country task. As we 
gather, bind, and hang our first bundles of  sage, sweet marjoram, and lemon balm, we are 
easily inspired, for this is only the beginning. Our gardens, whether culinary, medicinal, or 
decorative will serve us well with our generous care. And in exchange for our efforts our 
reward will be a feeling of  true peace that comes with deep connection. 
Honoring True Beauty

This season take time to savor the simple yet significant gifts of  spring. Delight in being 
surrounded by true moments of  beauty—like the unexpected return of  your first hum-
mingbird, or the vibrant first blooms of  the lilac bush that graced your front stepstone for 
generations. Take comfort in knowing that these reminders will always be around us if  we 
take the time to honor them.

-- © Annice Bradley Rockwell is an educator and owner of  Pomfret Antiques. She is currently 
working on her book, New England Girl. NewEnglandGirl2012@hotmail.com

Become Inspired

Can You Find This Ad?

My City & State

My Name
Page #:Advertiser’s Name

One person will be drawn from the correct entries to be named in next issue.

Pictured in the magnifying glass is a 
small portion of one of our ads. 
Can you find the ad that it came from?
If so, fill in the form below and send it 
to us at: PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 
30028 or email the info below to 
canyoufindthis@theregisterweb.com
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Crewe, Lynchburg, Rice

Your place in the country for crafts with over 3,000 bolts 
of quality fabric, notions, yarn, needlework.

We have classes in quilting, needlework and more.

23147 Prince Edward Hwy • Rice, VA 23966
On Rt 460, 5 miles east of Farmville

libsplace1@yahoo.com • www.libsplace.com
Mon–Thur 10am–5pm • Fri–Sat 10am–3pm

Find “Lib’s Place” on Facebook • 434-392-5427

Join the Fun and Visit Us during the 
All Blue Ridge Shop Hop May 1- June 30

Lib’s Place

16th Anniversary 
Storewide Sale May 29 & 30

3622 Old Forest Rd. • Lynchburg, VA 245013622 Old Forest Rd. • Lynchburg, VA 24501
Mon–Fri 10-5  Sat 10-3  • 434-385-6765 • www.quiltedexpressions.com

Sales & Service Center and 
we repair all other models.

Koala & Kangaroo Sewing Furniture
2,000+ Bolts of Top Quality Fabrics•Notions  

100’s of Books & Patterns•Classes

Proudly Serving Cen� al VA f�  over 33 Years! Proudly Serving Cen� al VA f�  over 33 Years! 

Visit Us Visit Us 
During During 
The All The All 

Blue Ridge Blue Ridge 
Shop Hop Shop Hop 
May-JuneMay-June

Over 3,500 Bolts of Quilting FabricOver 3,500 Bolts of Quilting Fabric
Trains, Signature GO Dealer, Batiks, Civil War Reproduction, Stripes & more!Trains, Signature GO Dealer, Batiks, Civil War Reproduction, Stripes & more!

Come join our Accu-Go Club ~ 1st Saturday of the month 10amCome join our Accu-Go Club ~ 1st Saturday of the month 10am

Rose Patch CreationsRose Patch Creations
Unique Quilt and Gift Shoppe

125 West Carolina Ave. • Crewe, VA • 434-645-7780
www.rosepatchcreations.com • rosepatchcreations@earthlink.net

shoppe hours
Tues - Fri 11–4:30 • Sat  9–1 

Need us to open early or stay late, give us a call.

All Blue Ridge All Blue Ridge 
Shop HopShop Hop

May-June, 2026May-June, 2026

Services Available:Services Available:
Singer Featherweight Repair & Sales

Accuquilt GO! Signature Dealer
Finished Quilts for Sale

Quilting & Sewing Classes

Ashland, Charles City, Irvington, Midlothian, Richmond

Hickory Creek Antique MallHickory Creek Antique Mall
In Historic Ashland, VA

427 England St. • Ashland, VA 23005
804-798-0202

Tues.–Sat. 10am–6pm • Sun. 11am–5pm
hickorycreek@comcast.net

www.hickorycreekantiques.com

 Sun. 11am–5pm
hickorycreek@comcast.net

www.hickorycreekantiques.comwww.hickorycreekantiques.com

Amy and Grace 
celebrating her 

21st birthday then 
we went on a 

cruise for Grace’s 
Spring Break.

Spring Hours:
Tuesday-Friday 10-5

Saturday 10-4@sewloveleeva
www.sewlovelee.com

Join the fun!
Shop Hop: May 1-June 30

With Extended Shop Hop Hours!

4504 Irvington Rd
Irvington, VA 22480

(804) 438-5800

FABRIC &
QUILTING
BERNINA SALES
& SERVICE

1801 Bed and Breakfast immersed in 
Southern hospitality. House tours by 
appointment and bed & breakfast by 

reservation. Swimming pool on premises.

People have told me time and time again that choosing 
fabric is the hardest part of  the process when making a quilt. 
When I owned my quilt shop, customers would tell us that 
they just did not know what would look good together, once 
the quilt was complete. Here are a few suggestions.

If  you have a local shop, go in and let them help you. My 
employees had “a great eye” and loved helping customers 
put together stunning fabric combinations. Once you voice 
your preferences such as bright, muted, floral, novelty, etc., 
let them point you toward those fabrics and help you audition 
pieces that look great together.

Do you have a fabric in your stash that you’ve had forever because you absolutely love 
it, but have no clue what to use it for? Take that fabric with you to your local shop and 
ask them to help you pull companion fabrics that will make you smile. There’s nothing 
like being surrounded with lots of  options and many times the perfect combo might 
contain fabric you would never have purchased on your own. Be open to suggestions 
but remember you have the final say.

Kits are another great way to pick your next project. Many times, shops will have 
a sample hanging that catches your eye. They already have that fabric or something 
similar in a kit, so it’s a win, win! You already know you are going to be happy once 
the quilt is finished because it will look similar to the one that was in the shop. Grab 
that kit and let the fun begin!

What about a scrappy project? To me using scraps is like visiting old friends. I love 
to reminisce about the quilts that each of  the fabrics was used in. For a challenge, toss 
them in a bag and without peeking, vow to use each one in the order they were pulled. 
This can be a fun thing to do with a group of  friends. You can even take turns pulling 
from each other’s bags. Laughter and fun are sure to follow.

Finally, let the project go to the dogs, or in my case cats. When unsure of  a fabric 
to begin, lay out several on the floor and let your dog or cat decide. Max loves this 
game and will quickly walk on them all and then pick one to lay on. When we play 
that game, I always take his ‘advice’ and begin selecting companions to go with his 
choice. It makes for some interesting quilts and you never know what will jump start 
your next masterpiece.

My last piece of  advice is to just do it! Start sewing and see what evolves. Every quilt 
is a work of  art and there is always someone who would love to snuggle under it, build 
forts with it or use it on a teddy bear picnic. Get sewing and think of  the possibilities.

How Do You Choose Fabric
by Deb Heatherly 

- © Deb Heatherly is a designer for Creative Grids® rulers and the author of  eight popular pattern 
books.  Creative Grids® fans are invited to join her Facebook group, “Grids Girls,” for tips and inspira-
tion, and two free mysteries each year.    https://www.facebook.com/groups/770429649800457/. Shop 

Owners are invited to join her group just for you, “Grids Girls for Quilt Shop Owners Only” https://
www.facebook.com/groups/273593657256524. Visit Deb’s website at www.Debscatsnquilts.com.

Free Article, send paper to: 
Kissed Quilts 
Marlene Oddie 
PO Box 717 
Grand Coulee, WA 99133-0717 
 

KISSed Quilts  
Celebrate Earth Day! 

by Marlene Oddie 

In celebration of Earth Day, I’m sharing two new designs with 
fabrics shipping June 2026 to a local quilt shop. 

I revisited an old friend when using a new Lumin 
Fabrics/Island Batik collection – Fossil Finesse. I originally 
designed this ‘jewels’ quilt in 2009 for a wedding. The version 
was called Peacock Jewels. With this new collection I used two 
slightly different background whites so you can see uniquely 
bordered jewels but also see white stars. The jewel tones and 
motifs in this fabric collection felt perfect for this quilt pattern. 
I enjoyed custom quilting it to really show it off! 

Earth’s Essence is 
another Lumin 
Fabrics/Island Batik 
collection shipping 
soon. I used a fat 
quarter bundle of the 
collection to make 
this City Windows pattern. It really maximizes the use of a fat 
quarter and shows off some of those larger print elements in the 
collection. 

Ask at your local quilt shop that carries Island Batik fabrics for 
these fabrics and patterns.  

 
Marlene Oddie (marlene@kissedquilts.com) is an 
engineer by education, project manager by 
profession and now a quilter by passion in Grand 
Coulee, WA at her quilt shop, KISSed Quilts. She 

quilts for hire on a Gammill Optimum Plus but especially enjoys designing quilts and assisting 
in the creation of a meaningful treasure for the recipient. Fabric, patterns, kits and templates 
are available at http://www.kissedquilts.com. Follow Marlene’s adventures via 
http://www.facebook.com/kissedquilts and https://www.instagram.com/marlene.kissedquilts 

Reader  Shares!

Shared by reader C. Rankin of Powhatan, VA

Pattern by Coriander Quilts, fabric     
collection Cali and Co. by Cory Yoder 
from Moda.

I am a fairly new quilter and very proud 
of my latest finish!

Finished Project!
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Hampton, Newport News

10371 Warwick Blvd. • Newport News, VA
Tues-Sat 11-5  •  757-591-0593  •  www.beadstore-va.com

Serving Southeastern Virginia Since 1992

Large Selections of Semi-Precious, Seed 
Beads, Delica Beads, Czech Fire Polished 
Beads, and Freshwater and Glass Pearls

Private Classes o� ered Tues-Sat, ONLY $25!
Join Us for Open Beading every day we are open

Beads, Beads and MORE BEADS!

Dayton

Charlottesville

Virginia Beach

Waynesboro

Moneta
Crewe

Rice

Harrisonburg

Galax

Stuarts Draft

Wytheville

Manassas

Fairlawn

Irvington

Boones Mill

Lynchburg

Newport News

Ashland

Midlothian

Timberville Warrenton

Floyd

Stuart

Strasburg
Edinburg

Blacksburg

Charles City

Suffolk

Vienna

Winchester

Chincoteague Island

Hampton

Richmond

Bluefield

Covington

Painter

Rocky Mount

City Index and MapCity Index and Map
MidlothianMidlothian............................................ Page 9Page 9
MonetaMoneta...................................................... Page 6Page 6
Newport NewsNewport News.............................. Page 10Page 10
PainterPainter...................................................... Page 12Page 12
RiceRice.............................................................. Page 8Page 8
RichmondRichmond............................................ Page 9Page 9
Rocky MountRocky Mount.................................. Page 6Page 6
StrasburgStrasburg.............................................. Page 4Page 4
StuartStuart.......................................................... Page 7Page 7
Stuarts DraftStuarts Draft.................................... Page 5Page 5
SuffolkSuffolk........................................................ Page 12Page 12
TimbervilleTimberville.......................................... Page 4Page 4

AshlandAshland.................................................... Page 9Page 9
BlacksburgBlacksburg.......................................... Page 6Page 6
BluefieldBluefield.................................................. Page 6Page 6
Boones MillBoones Mill........................................ Page 6Page 6
Charles CityCharles City...................................... Page 9Page 9
CharlottesvilleCharlottesville................................ Page 5Page 5
Chincoteague IslandChincoteague Island............ Page 12Page 12
CovingtonCovington............................................ Page 6Page 6
CreweCrewe........................................................ Page 8Page 8
DaytonDayton...................................................... Page 4Page 4
EdinburgEdinburg................................................ Page 4Page 4
FairlawnFairlawn.................................................. Page 6Page 6
FloydFloyd............................................................ Page 7Page 7
GalaxGalax.......................................................... Page 7Page 7
HamptonHampton................................................ Page 10Page 10
HarrisonburgHarrisonburg.................................... Page 4Page 4
IrvingtonIrvington.................................................. Page 9Page 9
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ManassasManassas............................................ Page 3Page 3

North Carolina

ViennaVienna...................................................... Page 3Page 3
Virginia BeachVirginia Beach.............................. Page 12Page 12
WarrentonWarrenton............................................ Page 3Page 3
WaynesboroWaynesboro...................................... Page 5Page 5
WinchesterWinchester.......................................... Page 4Page 4
WythevilleWytheville............................................ Page 7Page 7

North CarolinaNorth Carolina.............................. Page 11Page 11

OnlineOnline........................................................ Page 12Page 12

Shop HopShop Hop.............................................. Page 3Page 3

The Virginia Register
Toll Free Phone: 1-866-825-9217  

ads@TheRegisterWeb.com 

Take advantage of our 
3 Issue Special, where your 

third ad is 1/2 price!

www.TheRegisterWeb.com

July/August Issue  
Ad Deadline: June 1

Shop owners, we can 
bring you new customers!
With Targeted, Effective & 
Affordable Advertising...

The Virginia Register Works!

Why do people love our paper? A few reasons:
–	 Variety of shopping advertised allows paper to appeal to a large 
number of people with  multiple and varied interests. Allowing you to
reach new customers.
– NO NEWS! We print recipes, “feel good” articles, articles about the  

products you sell, and features on advertising shops.
	 – Beautiful full color artwork on covers 	
	 – Organized geographically allowing shops to be found easily  
	 – It’s Free at shows, and advertising shops 
		  (results in repeat visits to your shop)

Show us your finished projects!
Send us your photos of a 
completed project for a 
chance to be featured 
in an upcoming issue 

of The Register!

Project photos & details can be digitally submitted to:

amy@theregisterweb.com

Or mailed to:

The Register • PO Box 2419
Cumming, GA 30028

Peninsula Piecemakers Quilt Guild presents:

2026 Quilt Symposium
OCT. 17, 9 AM – 6 PM

One Main St., Newport News, VA
Full and Half Day Classes

Key-Note Speaker: Darlene Price “From UFO to Usable”
Boxed Lunch Available • Vendors • Door Prizes

Special Appearance by Dawn Brotherton, Award Winning
Author of “The Eastover Treasures Quilt Mystery Series”

For a list of classes, registration form, and more info please email:
PPQGSYMPOSIUM@GMAIL.COM

������������������������

����������������

���������������

������� ����� ������ ��� ���� ����

���������������
����� ��������������
	����

����
�������� ���

�������
�����������


�������
� ��� ���� ������� ��

��� ����

����
����������
����������

�����
��������

��������
���������������������������������

����� ��
� 
��������������� �������� �

������������������������
��������������

������
����
���
�
������������������������

�� ���������
��
�����
����
������������

���������������� ������ ��
� ���
� �

�������
������ � ��
����� ���� ������ �
��� �

��������
�������� �����������������
�����

������
��������	��
��­­�����������	���
�
	�

��������
�������
�����������
���
�����

�����
� �� � ������� �

� ����������� �����

��������������������	�������������������

�

� �������� �� � ���� �������� 
�����	�

��
������
�

������ �������
�������������������������

����������������

�������������

��
����

�������������

�����������������
��������������������
����

	����������������������������������	������

��������������
����������	�	���
�
�


���������������
�������������
�

�
�������������

�����	��������
�����

��	��

����
������������������������

������������	�
����������

�������
�����
�������

�����������

������

�����������
������

�����������
�������

���������
�������
���
������������

��� �
����������������������������

����������
����
����� �����

�����
��

���������������

��
�����������������������
�


���������
���
������

���������
���
������������

���������
��
���
������������
��

���������������������������������

�������
���

 
� ������� ������ �������
� ��

������������� ������ ������� ����

�����������

���������������
�����������

���
�� ��� ����� ��� ����� ������������

���
� ������ ����� �
� ������ ������� �



���������
�����
�������
���������
�����

����������������������
������������
�������

�
�����
����	���������
����������������

�����
����������
���� ���
������������

�
� ��	��� ����� �

� ���
� �����������

����
������������������
�������������

�

����������������������	�������
��

������������
�������
�������
��������

���	������
����������������
�����������

�����������
���
����������
������������

�

�����������
�������������
�������

�� � �������� ��	������� �����
�� �

�� ��


�����
�� ������ ��������� ����� �
� �����

����������� �����
�����
�� 
��­­�������

���������������� ����������	��� ��

�����
���

����������������������

������������
����
�	

����
����

���	������
�������
������

�������������

����

�����
�������

������������
����
�����������
�

������������
��

�����������
���
������

������	�
�������

�����
���
������������
��

�������
�����
��������������
�


���������
���
������������

��������������
�����	

�������
�� ���	���� �
��������
��

�����
�� ����
��� ���� ����

����������������
����� ������������



�����
�������������������������������

�����������
��
�
����������
���������


������
�����������
���	�
��
�������	�

�����
�
�� ��� ���	���� �
��������
��

�����������	��������
���������������



����������
����
������
���
�������

�����
�����������������������������

�
���
��������������

����������
�����	�

�����
�������������

�
�����������	

���
��
�
��������
������������������

���
�����
��� �����
�����  � ���	�
�

��������������
������������
��������

����
�������������������������������

�����	�
����������

������������
�����������������
����

������������­��
��������


�����������������

�����������

�����������
�������

 
��������������
������������������



������������­��
��������
��������������

������������
��������
������

��������



����������
�� ����� ���������������
���

�����
���������������������
����
���
����

��
���� ���������	�� �
������
�� ���� �

��
������������
��������
����������������

������
�������������������
�������������

���������������������

����
��������


����������������������
��������������


������������
�����	�������������������

�����������

���������������������

������
�����

����������
����
���

��������
����������
�����������������



�����  � ��������� ����������� ����

��������

���

������������
�������������

����
�� ����� ���� �
������
��
�� ��
�

������� ���������
���� ����� ���
���� ��
��

�������

������
���
��������� ������
���

����������� ������������������
�����������

���
��������������

����

� �������������

�������
�����������������
���
�
����������

������

������������������������������
���
������

����
������������������

����

��

�����

���
��� ���	������
��������
����	����� ����������
�
���������������
������
��
������
������

��������� �

� ����� �

� ��
�
���  �������� ��� �����������  ����
������ �����������
�� ������

�
�����
�����������������������
� ����������������������� �����������
����������������

��������
������
�����������
�������� ����������
����
��
����
��� ����
����������
��


������
�������������������
��������� �������
�

 �����
�
����

�
��

����
��
�����
��������

������������������ �����	����
���
����

��
���

������������� ������
�
�����
��
�����
������������������������������
��¡��

�����
��������������������������������������
�������������� �����
��������

��¢���

�
�

�
�������­���� �����������������������
��
�������������

���������
�

�����������������
�����
��

��������
��������

�������������������
������
���������

��������������������������

��������
���

���������������
�

���
����
��������	���������� ��	���������	��
�������������� �������
�������­����	���	��

���������	����
���
�������������������������������������

�������
	�������������������	������
��

�������	�����

������������

����	���������	��
������
���������������	�������	��
�������
��

���
����
��	�����������������	�����
�
���

��������������������������������������

������
���
��������������
������������


������������������������������������

������
�	����������������
���
������

����������������
�������������������

���������������������
���������������

�������������������
������


������������������������
���

����������������������������������
������������
�����	�

��
���������
��
������
���������������������������������
���



May-June, 2026Pg. 12 The Virginia Register

Chincoteague Island, Painter, 
Suffolk, Virginia Beach and Online

A cross stitcher’s paradise. Almost 
everything for your stitching needs.

Dyeing To Stitch
5312 Kemps River Drive • Ste 102

Virginia Beach, VA 23464
757-366-8740 • www.dyeing2stitch.com

Hours: Tues, Wed, Fri 10am–2pm; Thurs, Sat 10am–4pm
Pat Ryan & Ann Robbins

Check our website: www.dyeing2stitch.com for info 
on our October retreat with Stacy Nash. 

Largest Fine Arts & Crafts Event on the 
Eastern Shore of Virginia!

New Exhibitors Welcomed!

For more info and application:
www.chincoteagueblueberryfestival.com

samserio@esva.net or 757-894-2334 (afternoons)

38th Annual
Chincoteague Island 
Blueberry Festival

July 23, 24 & 25, 2026
Like us

5501-G Bennett’s Pasture Rd.
Suffolk, Virginia 23435
Tues-Fri 10-6   Sat 10-4
757-636-2224  
fabricshoppe1@gmail.com 

5501-G Bennett’s Pasture Rd.

Sign up for Classes at www.FabricShoppe.net

Riley Blake, Moda, Henry Glass, Maywood along
with other Cottons, Batiks, Quilting/Sewing

Cottons, Flannels, Batiste, and Knits.

Fabric, Patterns, Notions & Classes

Visit Us During the 
Shop Hop in
 May & June

Browse and Shop our website at 
www.sarahsthimble.com

Check Facebook for Updates

Fabric • Notions • Kits • Supplies

Visit us in person until May 1 at
2232 W. Great Neck Rd • Virginia Beach, VA 23451

757-481-1725      Fri, Sat, Mon 10-4 and Sun 12-4

Browse and Shop our website at 
www.sarahsthimble.com

Fabric • Notions • Kits • Supplies

We Carry The Largest Selection of Ka
 e Fassett 
and Tula Pink Fabrics in Southeastern Virginia!

Starting May 1, we will have our online shop only. We look 
forward to serving all of our wonderful regular customers & 

gain new customers nationwide with our online shop. 

In-Store Sales are Happening to Reduce Inventory!

THE BLUE CROW
     Antique

     Mall
     Antique

     Mall
     Antique

     Mall
     Antique

32124 Lankford Hwy
Painter, VA  23420

Mon - Sun 10-5   757-442-4150
      www.bluecrowantiquemall.com

               2nd Largest
               Antique Mall in VA!

• 5,000 Sq. Ft. of Period Furniture

• Estate & Vintage Costume Jewelry

• Decorative Arts • Nautical Antiques

• Vintage - Hunting, Fishing,

Decoys & Tools

Back Porch Break 
by Nancy Brummett 

Time for ‘Yardening’ 
 
As we move into summer it’s time to think about 

gardening again. Or is what you do really “yarden-
ing” instead? There's a difference, you know. 

First, the wardrobe differs drastically. Gardeners 
wear floppy straw hats, sturdy pants with big 
pockets and loops for hanging tools, and clogs. 
Yardeners work in the yard wearing a hat from  
Disney World, cut-off blue jeans, and the tennis 
shoes they bought the year they graduated from 
high school.  

Then there are the tools themselves. Gardeners 
have tools with matching handles. Each tool has a special function—and a spe-
cial spot in the wooden gardener's bench at the end of the day. Yardeners are 
more likely to be out digging with an old serving spoon from the kitchen. They 
just toss it in the kids' sandbox once they have the petunias in the ground. 

Gardeners have a master calendar for all their gardening tasks, such as dividing 
seedlings, rotating rose bushes, whatever it is Martha Stewart finds to fill up her 
calendar even in the dead of winter. They wouldn't even dream of pulling 
weeds unless it was on the schedule. 

Yardeners, on the other hand, may lapse into their yardening tasks quite 
spontaneously. I once talked to a freelance artist who explained she had missed 
her deadline because she went out to get the mail and noticed a few weeds 
growing by the mailbox. Naturally, she stopped to pull them up, and four hours 
later she was still out in the yard pulling weeds. I understood completely. That's 
yardening at its best. 

If you see people strolling their grounds, or setting up tents for a garden party, 
they are probably gardeners. Yardeners are more likely to be seen standing in 
their front yards on a Saturday morning drinking coffee, contemplating brown 
spots, and staring down the dandelions. The only grounds on their minds are 
the ones in the bottom of the coffee mug. 

Of course gardeners don't have to deal with dandelions because, you 
guessed it—they don't have any. The anti-weed substance spread with their 
lawn fertilizer takes care of them. Yardeners, on the other hand, wield little spray 
bottles of environmentally friendly "Dandelion DOA," and pop each stubborn 
dandelion root up with an old screwdriver. (The screwdriver conveniently fits in 
the back pocket of the cut-off jeans and is equally useful for setting the choke 
on the lawn mower.) 

The aesthetic results differ, too. Gardeners carefully coordinate the shades of 
green they combine in any given area of the landscape, and are careful to plant 
flowers which bloom sequentially, clustered in color groups of cool or hot tones. 
Yardeners, however, are happy whenever anything turns green, and they've 
been known to water weeds for weeks before realizing they weren't zinnias. 

Gardener or yardener? Whichever you are, it's time to get out there. And   
remember, those dandelions grow while you sleep. 

 
Nancy Parker Brummett is an author and freelance writer in Colorado Springs, CO. Follow her on 

Facebook, Instagram and Linked In or subscribe to her blog posts at www.nancyparkerbrummett.com.

Now Available!

The Hope of Glory
A Devotional Guide for Older Adults

From Columnist

Nancy Parker Brummett
Order print or eBook from

V O L U M E  T W O

The Best Summer Vacation Ever 
by Becky Van Vleet  

In 1963, a dozen eggs cost fifty-five cents, bread 
about twenty-two cents, and a gallon of gas about 
thirty cents. No dishwashers in most homes. Only land-
line phones with rotary dials, most with long coiled 
cords We learned current events by picking up a 
newspaper, turning on the radio, or watching black 
and white televisions. If we were lucky, we could pull 

in three major networks with aluminum foil wrapped around the tops of the an-
tennas. No internet, no computers. Everyday living was slower-paced. And it was 
at this time my parents made plans for our family of six to take a vacation by car 
across the country from Indiana to California in June of 1963. 

Anticipation ran high. After all, it was the first vacation for all six of us. Mother 
and Daddy planned in advance, saving every penny. We’d stay in motels along 
the way they said, whatever that entailed. As a ten-years-old, I’d never stayed at a 
motel. But I was about to discover what that was like. 

On the morning we left Indianapolis, we squeezed into our black and white 
1959 Chevrolet Impala (no AC). The trunk was crammed with our suitcases and 
two cameras. With the hand-cranked windows rolled down, I found myself in the 
back seat between my two older sisters. My little sister sat up front between 
Mother and Daddy. Without seatbelts, we at least had some wiggle room to 
move around. We set off with my mother handling the maps to guide my dad 
along the highways. 

Motels and swimming pools. I’d seen them, but had never experienced one. 
Indescribable bliss. I kept asking myself if life could get any better! I didn't even 
mind being squished between my sisters, though I did feel a twinge of jealousy 
as they stretched their arms out the windows to get a ”tan”. They even switched 
sides, explaining that both arms needed equal sun exposure. 

When we arrived in Colorado Springs, we stayed a few days at the Silver Saddle 
Motel, exploring the area. Surrounded by mountains, which were a first for me, 
my older sisters acted as my guardrails in the back seat as we wound our way 
up to the summit of Pikes Peak, navigating the twisting switchbacks. Snow in 
July? Unbelievable! But there it was, at the very top. My mother was quick to 
grab some and shape a snowball while my dad started rolling the movie camera 
to capture our family enjoying the snowy antics. 

At Garden of the Gods, we enjoyed an Indian performance, captivated by their 
swift dance moves in moccasins and vibrant feathered headbands. My heart raced 
as we climbed aboard the vertical train cars of the Manitou Incline. That experi-
ence might have prepared me for the incredibly steep descent to the river at the 
base of Royal Gorge. Talk about exciting. I held my breath the entire way down. 

My first experience with rock candy happened at the Royal Gorge. I gripped 
the stick and enjoyed each lick, pinching myself to confirm it wasn't just a dream. 
Despite all the exciting adventures in the Colorado Springs area, I couldn’t wait 
to get back to our motel to swim. 

When we drove through Utah, we stopped to tour the Mormon Tabernacle in 
all its splendor and beauty. 

Driving and more driving. Sometimes Daddy would have to pull off the side of 
the road so he could review the maps with Mother. (Quite a contrast from today’s 
GPS.) Eventually, we arrived in Carmichael, California where we unpacked the 
car to stay with Uncle Art and Aunt Marcia. My excitement mounted when I met 
these new family members and four cousins for the first time. I couldn’t wait to 
see my Grandma Troyan again. It had been a long time. When Uncle Chet and 
Aunt Beverly joined us, the family reunion was complete.  

While the sightseeing along the way was incredibly enjoyable, nothing com-
pared to our Troyan family gathering. The air filled with laughter and heartfelt 
hugs. The movie camera hummed, recording each happy moment. 

A few days later, we toured Sutter’s Fort State Historic Park in Sacramento, 
close to where my aunt and uncle lived. To top things off, we drove to the     
National Redwood Forest to view the magnificent sequoia trees. My eyes nearly 
popped when we drove THROUGH one of the giant trees. Shocked. How was 
that possible? A visit to China Town in San Francisco and riding a trolly car 
added another adventure. I could hardly contain my excitement as our family 
scuttered across the Pacific Ocean beach. 

For the return trip, we took a different route to visit old church friends in 
southern California and to visit the Painted Desert in Arizona. But nothing prepared 
me when we stopped at the Grand Canyon. As a young girl, I could barely  
comprehend the vastness and breathtaking beauty of this magnificent landmark. 

Over the years, my husband and I have taken our four daughters on unforget-
table vacations, exploring sights across the United States. As empty nesters now, 
we continue our travels, experiencing the world’s wonders. However, no trip has 
left a mark on me like the family vacation to California when I was a young girl. 
More than sixty years later, I still enjoy watching our old home movies (now on 
DVDs) of that trip. Whenever I see rock candy today, I’m taken back to the Royal 
Gorge. It really was the best summer vacation ever!   

Becky Van Vleet, a retired school administrator, lives near Colorado Springs with her husband, Troy. They 
are the parents of four grown children and enjoy spending time with their nine grandchildren. Becky is a 

children's picture book author, and her website is devoted to family stories and creating memories: 
www.beckyvanvleet.com. 

Spinning Wheels for Freedom 
by Janet M. Bair 

As the 250th anniversary of  our country draws near, I 
have been contemplating freedom’s cost. Freedom is not 
free.

When the American colonies decided to boycott British 
imports of  tea and cloth, the American women did their 
part. By the 1750’s, a great deal of  cloth was imported 
from Britain.

We read these facts today, but it doesn’t register what 
extra work this would mean for the average mother of  a 
large household.

Making cloth involved many time-consuming tasks such as spinning thread from 
wool or flax and then slowly weaving the threads on a loom. The Patriot leaders called 
upon American women to create cloth locally so that the colonies were no longer 
dependent upon Britain to survive.

Wearing homespun became the patriotic thing to do. Just as women became creative 
in brewing teas made from native plants such as sage, raspberry and strawberry, they 
grew flax and sheared their sheep. Various plants were used to dye thread as well as 
onion skins, nut shells, and bark.

In the late 1760’s and early 1770’s, women got together for spinning bees for 
the cause of  freedom. Each woman would load her spinning wheel into the back 
of  a wagon and go to the appointed gathering spot, usually the minister’s home. 
The women would sit and spin for a whole (farmer’s) day, from dawn to dusk. The 
gatherings often numbered 100 women from all economic backgrounds. Freedom 
from Britain was their united goal. 

It’s no surprise then to know that every scrap of  fabric was cherished and re-used 
and re-worked until it became only small pieces, which were then patched into a quilt. 
The artistry and creativity of  colonial women is to be admired. It makes me wonder 
what American women would do today to help the cause of  freedom.

© Janet M. Bair of  Ansonia, CT. You may contact her at librarybair@hotmail.com
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