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Amy & Dave Carter, Publishers
Toll Free Phone: 866-825-9217  

E-mail:   ads@TheRegisterWeb.com
Web Site:  www.TheRegisterWeb.com

P.O. Box 2419 • Cumming, GA 30028

Facebook Live or App Events
Mondays 3:30 pm..............................................................................................Quilted Twins (pg. 12) 
Mon-Sat 5:30 pm........................................................................................... Quilts and Lace (pg. 21) 
Tuesdays 6 pm............................................................................... Inspire Quilting & Sewing (pg. 14) 
Wednesdays 7 pm...........................................................................................Crafty Quilters (pg. 17)
Fridays 3:30 pm.................................................................................................Quilted Twins (pg. 12) 

May
1.......................................................... 5th Anniversary of Sweet Time Quilting in Sebastain (pg. 21)
1-9..............................55th Anniversary Celebration at Margie’s Sew Much Fun in Crestview (pg. 3)
1-10...............................................Mother’s Day Specials at Nana’s Quilt Shop in Brooksville (pg. 7)
1-31......................................................Bernina Sale at Margie’s Sew Much Fun in Crestview (pg. 3)
23......................................................Ornament Finishing Class at Common Thread in Ocala (pg. 6)

June
2............................................. Animal Crackers Finishing Class at Common Thread in Ocala (pg. 6)
13........................Kimberbell Patriotic Parade virtually and at Quilts and Lace in Melbourne (pg. 21)
27-28............................................................... Stampfest at RP Funding Center in Lakeland (pg. 13)

July
17-18.......................... Anderson Quilt Show at the Anderson Civic Center in Anderson, SC (pg. 23)

September
17-19................................. Quiltfest at Prime F. Osborne Convention Center in Jacksonville (pg. 19)

Visit www.facebook.com/TheFloridaRegister
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Just A Note...

Amy & David

July/August events due by June 1
Mail a check for $25 with your event info to the address at the top of page 2.

David, 

Rachel, 

Grace 

and 

Amy
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Crestview, Fort Walton Beach, Milton, Pensacola

BERNINA Authorized Dealer 
with Certified BERNINA Technician 

New Location

Fabric • Classes • Shop in-store or online
Bernina Sewing Machines, Service & Repair
Large selection of Coastal Prints & Batiks

M-TH 10-5  F-SAT 10-4  •  850-864-4555
www.stitchersquest.com     .

28 Ferry Rd. SE
Fort Walton Beach, FL

5201-B Dogwood Drive, Milton, FL 32570  
850-665-4599 • www.mysewingbarn.com

Great Selection of Fabric - including full lines,
Batting, Notions, Pre-Cuts, Panels & More!

Classes for ALL Levels
Private Sewing Lessons Available

The Best Fabric Shop in Santa Rosa County!

Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram

 

The MOST 100% cotton, premium  
quilting fabric in Florida 

 
Largest selection of Batiks 

100s of panels 
Wide Selection of Wide backs 

Patterns and Books 
Full line of sewing and quilting notions 

 
Available online and in the store 

 
Free Shipping on all USA orders over $100 

 
 
 

 
 
 

923 N. New Warrington Rd 
Pensacola, FL 32506-4250 

850-455-0112 
www.aandefabrics.com 
Mon – Sat 10 am – 5 pm 

 

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION COUPON 
Up to 25% off Fabric Purchase 

Code:  FLREG23JULY 
$25 max value. One time use per customer. Use in 

store or online. Normal exclusions apply. One discount 
per purchase. 

Valid: 7/1/23 – 8/30/23 

923 N. New Warrington Rd
Pensacola, FL 32506-4250

850-455-0112  
www.aandefabrics.com

Mon–Sat 10am–5pm

FLRegMayJune2026

5/1/26-6/30/26

2024 #1 Local Quilt Shop in Florida

Huge Selection 
of Markdowns
Monthly Sales

Classes for all skill levels

See our website 
for more details

Welcome to sunny May and June. We hope you enjoy getting out to visit 
the shops advertising in this issue or shop with them online. 

The May/June timeframe seems to be full of gift giving events: Mother’s 
Day, Father’s Day, graduations, weddings, teacher gifts, and the list goes 
on. Please remember to 
visit the shops advertis-
ing in this issue so the 
shop owners can help 
you find that perfect gift 
for your special someone 
(and don’t forget a gift 
for yourself – while you 
are shopping). Or if you 
can’t decide what to give, most of the advertising shops offer gift cards. So 
spread the news of your favorite shop by giving a gift card. 

Remember that the businesses advertising with us this issue and every 
issue need your support! Whether it’s shopping in person or online order-
ing – please shop local and let them know you read about them in our 
publication please. Our publication exists because the shop owners have 
placed ads. We want to thank you, our readers, for being loyal readers and 
shoppers. We also want to thank our advertisers who continue to make this 
paper possible. 

If you know of a great shop that isn’t advertising with us, but should be, 
please email pauline@theregisterweb.com with that shop’s name, phone 
number and address so we can send them a copy of the paper. Also please 
visit our Facebook page and become a fan! We frequently post updates on 
shops and other tidbits of information.

Rachel has made several trips home over the last couple of months (it 
has been fun to have her here). She stays very busy with work but has a 
great flexible schedule so she gets to travel often. Grace will be finishing 
her junior year at UGA! Can’t believe she will be a senior this Fall. She 
has a summer internship lined up at a PR firm in Atlanta and several sum-
mer trips planned as well. 

Thank you for reading this issue. Feel free to pick up a second copy 
and share it with a friend. Our July/August issue will be out in late June/
early July – just in time for you to take that issue with you visiting shops 
throughout the summer. 

Happy May & June to you and enjoy using our publication as your guide 
to the best shopping and events. Enjoy Shopping!

Would your group or guild like 
to receive FREE COPIES  

of each issue of 
The Florida Register?

Just send an email to 
ads@TheRegisterWeb.com
or call 1-866-825-9217

Let us know how many copies (25 minimum)  
and a street shipping address.

Be Sure to

 
They Make this Paper Possible

Thank the  Advertisers

2014 Lacey Lane
Crestview, FL 32536

Mon.-Sat. 9-6
850-689-3655

Toll Free 866-739-6274
www.margiessewmuchfun.com

Authorized Sales 
& Service for

We have
machines

for all interests 
and budgets! 

Financing
options are 
available. 

Since 1971

Our 55Our 55thth

AnniversaryAnniversary
 Celebration  Celebration 

May 1May 1stst-9-9thth

Check Facebook & 
Instagram for all

the details!

This Celebration is for 
YOU, the reason we 
can continue to have 

Anniversaries!
Please come and join us!

 The Friendliest & Most  The Friendliest & Most 
Diverse Fabric Shop in                      
     Florida’s Panhandle

• Check Facebook or Instagram for latest arrivals and class news
• Fabrics include Quilt, Children, Linen, Silk, Flannel, etc.• Fabrics include Quilt, Children, Linen, Silk, Flannel, etc.

                              • 3,700+ bolts of fabric, 500+ books, & supplies
                                         • Always special pricing on Horn Cabinets

Diverse Fabric Shop in                      Diverse Fabric Shop in                      
     Florida’s Panhandle     Florida’s Panhandle

• Check Facebook or Instagram for latest arrivals and class news• Check Facebook or Instagram for latest arrivals and class news

                              • 3,700+ bolts of fabric, 500+ books, & supplies

Authorized Sales 
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Shows & Events

Wit & Wisdom
    by Cheryl Potts

Since I’ve retired, I’m busier now than when I was working full-time! I guess that’s 
a familiar saying among us retirees, or as we are lovingly called, “elderberries.”

Not only do we get to enjoy our leisure and try new creative endeavors but we can 
join groups such as “Senior Stretch-n-go”, “Slow-mo Quilting”, and “Scrapbooking 
Senility”, as well as going out to lunch once or twice a week with senior friends.

However, squeezed into my creative groups and lunch dates are many important 
outings a few times a month.  I’ve met some very interesting people in my travels to 
the “Oligists” and “Scopies”. For example, last week I met with my cardiologist to 
make sure my heart was pumping properly and saw my blips on a screen.  Of  course, 
I sat in a massage chair, reading a four-year-old magazine, waiting a half  an hour, while 
the nurse consulted the radiologist for my test results.  The massage was wonderful.  I 
ordered one on my phone while waiting.

Next week, I go to my dermatologist to get my skin tags, age spots, lumps and bumps 
examined.  For this one, I have to completely disrobe while trying not to make eye 
contact with the doctor!  Thank goodness, the office staff  are all females!

Next month, I go to the ophthalmologist for my yearly exam. There’s nothing worse 
than that “puffer” machine!  It makes you blink excessively, mentally trying to avoid the 
puff  of  air into your eye, which makes you endure it  five more times before getting 
a successful reading! Then I’m blinking uncontrollably for the rest of  the eye exam. 
Whoever came up with that test should be scrutin-eyzed!

Part of  my yearly visitations is the dentalogist (new word- why not). Got to keep 
up with my teeth cleanings and scheduled x-rays to keep the pearly-whites gleaming. 
That’s probably the most relaxing of  all the doctor visitations. 

However, the worst has got to be the colonoscopy! You might be scheduled every 
3-5 years, depending what they find up your...body part. In the old days, doctors would 
ask if  you wanted to watch the exam on the TV screen. At least if  I fainted, I’d be on 
the table already. Who in their right mind would want to watch that disgusting movie? 
I don’t even watch medical shows on regular TV!

Suffice it to say, elderberries have no life of  their own after retirement, because of  
the many necessary, monthly doctor appointments. I’m busy enough with my regularly 
scheduled lunch dates, social groups and grandchildren visitations there’s barely time 
for doctor appointments. Sometimes there’s 2-3 activities in one day!  My children 
come home, look at my calendar and my full schedule and ask me, “Mom, why did you 
retire?”  I say, “I guess after teaching for 30 years I wanted to try something different.”  

“Retirement is that marvelous time of  life when the sun rises and you don’t.”
“Retirement is when you get out of  the shower and you’re glad the mirror is fogged up.”
Isaiah 40:31 says, “but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They 

will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not 
be faint.”  Thank you, Lord.

-In the early 1990’s four Christian friends, with a shared interest in writing, began meeting once 
a month to learn the writing trade. The four were each active in their various churches. As part 

of  an outreach ministry, they decided to write an inspirational newspaper column as a way to 
reach a wider, and perhaps mostly secular, audience.  

Contact the authors at: witandwisdomwriters@gmail.com

Retired and Tired



May-June, 2026Pg. 4 The Florida Register May-June, 2026 Pg. 5The Florida Register

DeFuniak Springs, Havana, Marianna plus Alabama Keystone Heights, Lake City, Live Oak

15% OFF Your Fabric Yardage!
Expires 6/30/26

199 US Hwy 231 North • Ozark, AL 36360
334-445-3521 • www.frontporchquiltshoppe.com

Hours:  Tues–Fri 10-5  • Sat 10 - 2

Front Porch Quilt Shoppe
199 US Hwy 231 North

Ozark, AL  36360
334-445-3521

www.frontporchquiltshoppe.com

Variety of Classes • Quilt Group meetings
Fabrics, Patterns, Notions & DMC Floss • Machine Quilting available

Hours:

Mon.-Sat.

10am-5pm

©TCR 2013

20% OFF your Yardage Purchase with this Ad!
Exp. 8/31/15

Begin your New Year with 
a visit to our shop!Where Quilters Gather for Classes, Groups, 

Fabric, Books, Patterns, Notions & FUN.

Front Porch Quilt Shoppe

8085 State Highway 83 N
DeFuniak Springs, FL  32433

850-974-1295
www.ohsewkountry.comFabric

Notions
Classes

Bags
& much more!!

Mon Closed
Tues-Wed 10-5

Thur Closed
Fri-Sat 10-5
Sun Closed

Veteran Family
Owned Business

Rise & Shine it’s Quilting Time!
New Arrivals Daily!

10% Off 
Expires 6/30/26 

YN4P4

23228 Fifth Ave
Florala, AL 36442

New

Location

Emma’s Sewing Studio

16796 - 16TH ST. • LIVE OAK, FL 32060 • 386-364-8553
Open 10-4 or call for other times  •  Email: ecorbin100@gmail.com

Sewing & Alteration Services 
Sewing, Crochet, & Quilting Classes

Call About Our New Classes 
Cleaning & Maintenance on Sewing Machines

Emma’s Sewing Studio• Hand Painted Canvases
• Cross Stitch Fabrics & Patterns

• Extensive Threads &
Needlepoint Yarns
• Creative Classes

• Silk Ribbon Embroidery
• European Trims & Buttons

• Finishing Services Available
• Crazy Quilt Supplies & Embellishments

1210 Collins Rd. 1
Havana, FL

Wed-Sun  11:30-5:30
850-539-7201

Visit the
cozy, peaceful

Co� age in
Havana!

www.cindysneedleworkcottage.com
• Cross Stitch Fabrics & Patterns

• Finishing Services Available

www.cindysneedleworkcottage.com

Back Porch Break 
by Nancy Brummett 

Are You Feeling Egg-centric? 
 
Memories of Easters past always include fond recollections of the annual egg 

dying experience. We remember watching our mom spreading out yesterday’s 
newspaper on the kitchen table and getting out the egg dying kit from the 
grocery store. Today’s kits have fancy add-ons like stickers and such, but we just 
recall the package of tablets in different colors, the one copper wire egg dipper 
we took turns with, the wax crayon for writing our names on the eggs we 
chose, and the box with the punch-out holes for displaying our finished designs. 

For many of us it was the first time we inhaled the pungent smell of vinegar 
as we watched intently for the different colored tablets to dissolve in the cups of 
hot water. It didn’t take long to discover, once the white hard-boiled eggs had 
cooled enough to be carefully dipped in the dye, that the blue, green and purple 
dyes would work their magic first while the orange and yellow dyes took much 
longer. And red always turned out pink, right? 

I’m glad I also have memories of dying Easter eggs with my boys and with 
several of our grandchildren over the years. Inevitably some child would turn 
over a cup of dye and it would flow over the newspaper on to the floor, some-
one would drop an egg and crack it, or a grandchild would complain that a 
sibling was hogging the best colors, the dipper, or the crayon. But when all was 
said and done and the mess was cleaned up, we had a beautiful array of colored 
eggs nestled in fake green grass in a basket—all ready for an Easter morning 
egg hunt. There might have even been some slightly multi-colored egg salad to 
enjoy after Easter in the days before we knew about salmonella! 

Whereas kids can have just as much fun hunting for plastic eggs as real ones, 
especially if there’s a piece of candy or other surprise inside each one, much 
fancier eggs from different cultures have been a part of the art world for centuries 
and are often displayed under glass in golden egg cups 
in museums. Whether it’s the delicately painted Uk-
rainian pysanky egg or the jewel-encrusted Fab-
erge one, they are truly works of art. 

The eggs displayed on my coffee table 
each Easter are the multi-colored  marble 
ones I collected on travels in Germany and 
Italy in the early seventies. But I’m thinking 
this year I may just toss one of those egg 
dying kits in my grocery basket and have an 
egg-stravagant dying experience again. While I’m 
waiting for the fizzy tablets to reach their potential, I’ll 
turn in my Bible to Isaiah 43:19 and be reminded of God’s promise: See, I am 
doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? For the symbol-
ism of the Easter egg, of any variety, should not be missed even by the young-
est of us. New life, new birth, the promise of spring and of resurrection. That’s 
Easter in an egg shell. 

 
Nancy Parker Brummett is an author and freelance writer in Colorado Springs, CO. Follow her on 

Facebook, Instagram and Linked In or subscribe to her blog posts at www.nancyparkerbrummett.com.

Now Available!

The Hope of Glory
A Devotional Guide for Older Adults

From Columnist

Nancy Parker Brummett
Order print or eBook from

V O L U M E  T W O

The Best Summer Vacation Ever 
by Becky Van Vleet  

In 1963, a dozen eggs cost fifty-five cents, bread 
about twenty-two cents, and a gallon of gas about 
thirty cents. No dishwashers in most homes. Only land-
line phones with rotary dials, most with long coiled 
cords We learned current events by picking up a 
newspaper, turning on the radio, or watching black 
and white televisions. If we were lucky, we could pull 

in three major networks with aluminum foil wrapped around the tops of the an-
tennas. No internet, no computers. Everyday living was slower-paced. And it was 
at this time my parents made plans for our family of six to take a vacation by car 
across the country from Indiana to California in June of 1963. 

Anticipation ran high. After all, it was the first vacation for all six of us. Mother 
and Daddy planned in advance, saving every penny. We’d stay in motels along 
the way they said, whatever that entailed. As a ten-years-old, I’d never stayed at a 
motel. But I was about to discover what that was like. 

On the morning we left Indianapolis, we squeezed into our black and white 
1959 Chevrolet Impala (no AC). The trunk was crammed with our suitcases and 
two cameras. With the hand-cranked windows rolled down, I found myself in the 
back seat between my two older sisters. My little sister sat up front between 
Mother and Daddy. Without seatbelts, we at least had some wiggle room to 
move around. We set off with my mother handling the maps to guide my dad 
along the highways. 

Motels and swimming pools. I’d seen them, but had never experienced one. 
Indescribable bliss. I kept asking myself if life could get any better! I didn't even 
mind being squished between my sisters, though I did feel a twinge of jealousy 
as they stretched their arms out the windows to get a ”tan”. They even switched 
sides, explaining that both arms needed equal sun exposure. 

When we arrived in Colorado Springs, we stayed a few days at the Silver Saddle 
Motel, exploring the area. Surrounded by mountains, which were a first for me, 
my older sisters acted as my guardrails in the back seat as we wound our way 
up to the summit of Pikes Peak, navigating the twisting switchbacks. Snow in 
July? Unbelievable! But there it was, at the very top. My mother was quick to 
grab some and shape a snowball while my dad started rolling the movie camera 
to capture our family enjoying the snowy antics. 

At Garden of the Gods, we enjoyed an Indian performance, captivated by their 
swift dance moves in moccasins and vibrant feathered headbands. My heart raced 
as we climbed aboard the vertical train cars of the Manitou Incline. That experi-
ence might have prepared me for the incredibly steep descent to the river at the 
base of Royal Gorge. Talk about exciting. I held my breath the entire way down. 

My first experience with rock candy happened at the Royal Gorge. I gripped 
the stick and enjoyed each lick, pinching myself to confirm it wasn't just a dream. 
Despite all the exciting adventures in the Colorado Springs area, I couldn’t wait 
to get back to our motel to swim. 

When we drove through Utah, we stopped to tour the Mormon Tabernacle in 
all its splendor and beauty. 

Driving and more driving. Sometimes Daddy would have to pull off the side of 
the road so he could review the maps with Mother. (Quite a contrast from today’s 
GPS.) Eventually, we arrived in Carmichael, California where we unpacked the 
car to stay with Uncle Art and Aunt Marcia. My excitement mounted when I met 
these new family members and four cousins for the first time. I couldn’t wait to 
see my Grandma Troyan again. It had been a long time. When Uncle Chet and 
Aunt Beverly joined us, the family reunion was complete.  

While the sightseeing along the way was incredibly enjoyable, nothing com-
pared to our Troyan family gathering. The air filled with laughter and heartfelt 
hugs. The movie camera hummed, recording each happy moment. 

A few days later, we toured Sutter’s Fort State Historic Park in Sacramento, 
close to where my aunt and uncle lived. To top things off, we drove to the     
National Redwood Forest to view the magnificent sequoia trees. My eyes nearly 
popped when we drove THROUGH one of the giant trees. Shocked. How was 
that possible? A visit to China Town in San Francisco and riding a trolly car 
added another adventure. I could hardly contain my excitement as our family 
scuttered across the Pacific Ocean beach. 

For the return trip, we took a different route to visit old church friends in 
southern California and to visit the Painted Desert in Arizona. But nothing prepared 
me when we stopped at the Grand Canyon. As a young girl, I could barely  
comprehend the vastness and breathtaking beauty of this magnificent landmark. 

Over the years, my husband and I have taken our four daughters on unforget-
table vacations, exploring sights across the United States. As empty nesters now, 
we continue our travels, experiencing the world’s wonders. However, no trip has 
left a mark on me like the family vacation to California when I was a young girl. 
More than sixty years later, I still enjoy watching our old home movies (now on 
DVDs) of that trip. Whenever I see rock candy today, I’m taken back to the Royal 
Gorge. It really was the best summer vacation ever!   

Becky Van Vleet, a retired school administrator, lives near Colorado Springs with her husband, Troy. They 
are the parents of four grown children and enjoy spending time with their nine grandchildren. Becky is a 

children's picture book author, and her website is devoted to family stories and creating memories: 
www.beckyvanvleet.com. 

Back Porch Break 
by Nancy Brummett 

Time for ‘Yardening’ 
 
As we move into summer it’s time to think about 

gardening again. Or is what you do really “yarden-
ing” instead? There's a difference, you know. 

First, the wardrobe differs drastically. Gardeners 
wear floppy straw hats, sturdy pants with big 
pockets and loops for hanging tools, and clogs. 
Yardeners work in the yard wearing a hat from  
Disney World, cut-off blue jeans, and the tennis 
shoes they bought the year they graduated from 
high school.  

Then there are the tools themselves. Gardeners 
have tools with matching handles. Each tool has a special function—and a spe-
cial spot in the wooden gardener's bench at the end of the day. Yardeners are 
more likely to be out digging with an old serving spoon from the kitchen. They 
just toss it in the kids' sandbox once they have the petunias in the ground. 

Gardeners have a master calendar for all their gardening tasks, such as dividing 
seedlings, rotating rose bushes, whatever it is Martha Stewart finds to fill up her 
calendar even in the dead of winter. They wouldn't even dream of pulling 
weeds unless it was on the schedule. 

Yardeners, on the other hand, may lapse into their yardening tasks quite 
spontaneously. I once talked to a freelance artist who explained she had missed 
her deadline because she went out to get the mail and noticed a few weeds 
growing by the mailbox. Naturally, she stopped to pull them up, and four hours 
later she was still out in the yard pulling weeds. I understood completely. That's 
yardening at its best. 

If you see people strolling their grounds, or setting up tents for a garden party, 
they are probably gardeners. Yardeners are more likely to be seen standing in 
their front yards on a Saturday morning drinking coffee, contemplating brown 
spots, and staring down the dandelions. The only grounds on their minds are 
the ones in the bottom of the coffee mug. 

Of course gardeners don't have to deal with dandelions because, you 
guessed it—they don't have any. The anti-weed substance spread with their 
lawn fertilizer takes care of them. Yardeners, on the other hand, wield little spray 
bottles of environmentally friendly "Dandelion DOA," and pop each stubborn 
dandelion root up with an old screwdriver. (The screwdriver conveniently fits in 
the back pocket of the cut-off jeans and is equally useful for setting the choke 
on the lawn mower.) 

The aesthetic results differ, too. Gardeners carefully coordinate the shades of 
green they combine in any given area of the landscape, and are careful to plant 
flowers which bloom sequentially, clustered in color groups of cool or hot tones. 
Yardeners, however, are happy whenever anything turns green, and they've 
been known to water weeds for weeks before realizing they weren't zinnias. 

Gardener or yardener? Whichever you are, it's time to get out there. And   
remember, those dandelions grow while you sleep. 

 
Nancy Parker Brummett is an author and freelance writer in Colorado Springs, CO. Follow her on 

Facebook, Instagram and Linked In or subscribe to her blog posts at www.nancyparkerbrummett.com.

Now Available!

The Hope of Glory
A Devotional Guide for Older Adults

From Columnist

Nancy Parker Brummett
Order print or eBook from

V O L U M E  T W O

The Best Summer Vacation Ever 
by Becky Van Vleet  

In 1963, a dozen eggs cost fifty-five cents, bread 
about twenty-two cents, and a gallon of gas about 
thirty cents. No dishwashers in most homes. Only land-
line phones with rotary dials, most with long coiled 
cords We learned current events by picking up a 
newspaper, turning on the radio, or watching black 
and white televisions. If we were lucky, we could pull 

in three major networks with aluminum foil wrapped around the tops of the an-
tennas. No internet, no computers. Everyday living was slower-paced. And it was 
at this time my parents made plans for our family of six to take a vacation by car 
across the country from Indiana to California in June of 1963. 

Anticipation ran high. After all, it was the first vacation for all six of us. Mother 
and Daddy planned in advance, saving every penny. We’d stay in motels along 
the way they said, whatever that entailed. As a ten-years-old, I’d never stayed at a 
motel. But I was about to discover what that was like. 

On the morning we left Indianapolis, we squeezed into our black and white 
1959 Chevrolet Impala (no AC). The trunk was crammed with our suitcases and 
two cameras. With the hand-cranked windows rolled down, I found myself in the 
back seat between my two older sisters. My little sister sat up front between 
Mother and Daddy. Without seatbelts, we at least had some wiggle room to 
move around. We set off with my mother handling the maps to guide my dad 
along the highways. 

Motels and swimming pools. I’d seen them, but had never experienced one. 
Indescribable bliss. I kept asking myself if life could get any better! I didn't even 
mind being squished between my sisters, though I did feel a twinge of jealousy 
as they stretched their arms out the windows to get a ”tan”. They even switched 
sides, explaining that both arms needed equal sun exposure. 

When we arrived in Colorado Springs, we stayed a few days at the Silver Saddle 
Motel, exploring the area. Surrounded by mountains, which were a first for me, 
my older sisters acted as my guardrails in the back seat as we wound our way 
up to the summit of Pikes Peak, navigating the twisting switchbacks. Snow in 
July? Unbelievable! But there it was, at the very top. My mother was quick to 
grab some and shape a snowball while my dad started rolling the movie camera 
to capture our family enjoying the snowy antics. 

At Garden of the Gods, we enjoyed an Indian performance, captivated by their 
swift dance moves in moccasins and vibrant feathered headbands. My heart raced 
as we climbed aboard the vertical train cars of the Manitou Incline. That experi-
ence might have prepared me for the incredibly steep descent to the river at the 
base of Royal Gorge. Talk about exciting. I held my breath the entire way down. 

My first experience with rock candy happened at the Royal Gorge. I gripped 
the stick and enjoyed each lick, pinching myself to confirm it wasn't just a dream. 
Despite all the exciting adventures in the Colorado Springs area, I couldn’t wait 
to get back to our motel to swim. 

When we drove through Utah, we stopped to tour the Mormon Tabernacle in 
all its splendor and beauty. 

Driving and more driving. Sometimes Daddy would have to pull off the side of 
the road so he could review the maps with Mother. (Quite a contrast from today’s 
GPS.) Eventually, we arrived in Carmichael, California where we unpacked the 
car to stay with Uncle Art and Aunt Marcia. My excitement mounted when I met 
these new family members and four cousins for the first time. I couldn’t wait to 
see my Grandma Troyan again. It had been a long time. When Uncle Chet and 
Aunt Beverly joined us, the family reunion was complete.  

While the sightseeing along the way was incredibly enjoyable, nothing com-
pared to our Troyan family gathering. The air filled with laughter and heartfelt 
hugs. The movie camera hummed, recording each happy moment. 

A few days later, we toured Sutter’s Fort State Historic Park in Sacramento, 
close to where my aunt and uncle lived. To top things off, we drove to the     
National Redwood Forest to view the magnificent sequoia trees. My eyes nearly 
popped when we drove THROUGH one of the giant trees. Shocked. How was 
that possible? A visit to China Town in San Francisco and riding a trolly car 
added another adventure. I could hardly contain my excitement as our family 
scuttered across the Pacific Ocean beach. 

For the return trip, we took a different route to visit old church friends in 
southern California and to visit the Painted Desert in Arizona. But nothing prepared 
me when we stopped at the Grand Canyon. As a young girl, I could barely  
comprehend the vastness and breathtaking beauty of this magnificent landmark. 

Over the years, my husband and I have taken our four daughters on unforget-
table vacations, exploring sights across the United States. As empty nesters now, 
we continue our travels, experiencing the world’s wonders. However, no trip has 
left a mark on me like the family vacation to California when I was a young girl. 
More than sixty years later, I still enjoy watching our old home movies (now on 
DVDs) of that trip. Whenever I see rock candy today, I’m taken back to the Royal 
Gorge. It really was the best summer vacation ever!   

Becky Van Vleet, a retired school administrator, lives near Colorado Springs with her husband, Troy. They 
are the parents of four grown children and enjoy spending time with their nine grandchildren. Becky is a 

children's picture book author, and her website is devoted to family stories and creating memories: 
www.beckyvanvleet.com. 

7 Garden Growing Basics 
for Beginners

Growing your own produce is an all-around smart 
practice, from the money you’ll save at the grocery store 
to the contributions you can make toward a cleaner planet. 

Maintaining a garden takes some effort, but it’s a project 
even a beginner can tackle with ease. Consider these tips to 
start growing your at-home garden:

1. Select a perfect spot. You’ll want to place your garden in an area where you 
see it often so you’re reminded to weed and care for it regularly. Find a flat
area you can access easily, where erosion and other pitfalls (including hungry 
wildlife) won’t be a problem.

2. Choose between ground and containers. There are pros and cons 
to gardening in containers vs. the ground, and there’s no universal right 
choice. Rather, the best garden depends on your goals and preferences. A 
ground garden usually offers more space and may provide a better growth 
environment for roots. However, a container garden is often easier to 
maintain and may be all you need if  you wish to grow just a few plants.

3. Understand the importance of  quality soil. You may think any dirt will 
do, but keep in mind the soil you plant in will be the primary source of
nutrients for your produce. Not only that, but quality soil provides stability so 
plants can root firmly and grow healthy and sturdy to support their bounty.
Quality soil also allows for ample drainage. Organic matter like compost, leaf  
mold or aged manure all help improve soil quality.

4. Keep water close. Lugging water can quickly eliminate the pleasure of
tending your garden, so be sure you’re situated near a hose. You’ll know it’s 
time to water when the soil is dry about an inch below the surface.

5. Plan for plenty of  sun. A bright, sunny spot is a must, since most vegetables, 
herbs and fruits depend on six or more hours of  sun every day. Remember 
the sun’s path changes throughout the year, and as trees and foliage grow, 
they may produce more shade with each growing season.

6. Consider what you’ll grow. Starting with veggies you know you like is a 
smart starting point since you’ll be pouring sweat equity into making them 
grow. Over time, you might add new varieties, but early on, keep your focus 
on foods you know you like so you can see a meaningful return and avoid 
waste. You’ll also need to consider what you can grow to maturity within 
your area’s growing season. If  necessary, you might want to start transplants 
you can nurture indoors before moving them outside when the temperatures 
allow.

7. Plant according to a calendar. Knowing how long it takes different foods 
to mature will help you create a planting calendar. You don’t want to harvest 
everything at once, and if  you stagger planting and replant what you can, 
you’ll have a garden that produces food for your family for a longer period 
of  time.

Find more helpful tips for managing your home and garden at 
eLivingtoday.com. Photo courtesy of Unsplash

Can You Find This Ad?

My City/State

My Name
Page #:Advertiser’s Name

One person will be drawn from the correct entries to be named as the winner in next issue.

Pictured in the magnifying glass is a 
small portion of one of our ads. 
Can you find the ad that it came from?
If so, fill in the form below and send it 
to us at: PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 
30028 or email the info below to 
canyoufindthis@theregisterweb.com

Summer is a great time to pull out your scraps and put them to use! Scraps 
not only make great scrap quilts but fun crafts as well. Here are a few ideas 
for scrap projects to make with your grandchildren or other young people in 
your life. You can also donate scraps to a friend teaching a summer camp or to 
someone teaching crafts at Bible school.  

For the youngest, cut a variety of  colorful squares, rectangles and triangles 
from the scraps. Add paper, crayons or colored pencils, ribbon or twine and 
a glue stick, and you have everything you need! These items will be like paint 
to a young artists mind. As an added bonus you will be teaching about shapes.   
Small rectangles can be the petals and leaves for a flower. Triangles can be the 
sails of  a boat. Small squares can be eyes and a rectangle can be a mouth on a 
funny face. The ideas are endless. 

Older children, with a bit more patience, might enjoy using small snips in a 
collage. Tiny pieces can be glued to a drawing they create or use a coloring book 
page as the backdrop. Color the drawing or page first, then glue tiny bits of  like 
colors on the page. Provide tweezer to help them carefully place the small bits 
and scissors for needed trimming. As a bonus, provide them with a small clear 
Christmas ornament in which they can place leftover bits. This ornament will 
memorialize a fun day.

Those old enough to use a rotary cutter and sewing machine (with supervision 
of  course), are sure to love making the popular “hot dog” pillowcases. If  you 
are not familiar with these, just google “hot dog pillowcase” for a tutorial. The 

Scraps and Crafts - what could be better?
by Deb Heatherly 

continued on page 8

4411 Constitution Lane
Marianna, FL  32448

Tues, Wed, Fri 10-5   Thurs10-6   Sat 10-2
                           850-317-7770SHOP ANYTIME AT www.cookiesfabrics.com

Handi Quilter Distributor
Longarm Services & Longarm Rental

Now Carrying Baby Lock
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Chiefland, Crystal River, Ocala, Williston

Fabric - Notions - Longarm services - Machine repair, service & sales

31 N. Main Street, Williston FL 32696 • 352-441-1916 • Tues-Sat 10-6

Authorized Baby Lock Dealer 

and Service Center

Follow us on Facebook for 

updates on classes & retreats

Sewing/Embroidery/Quilting/Serger Machines, 
Floriani, Fabric, Threads & Notions.

979 N. Suncoast Blvd.
Airport Plaza

Crystal River, Florida 34429
352-794-3289 • Mon–Fri 9-5 • Sat 9-3

www.beyondthestitches.com
Sign up for Electronic Newsletter on our website

info@beyondthestitches.com
Facebook: Beyond The Stitches, LLC

Check our website for Classes & other Events! 

Win A $25 Gift Certificate 
We give away a $25 Gift Certificate each issue to redeem at a local 

advertiser’s shop!  You can register online at www.theregisterweb.com  
with the link “Register to Win” or complete the form (photocopy is acceptable) 

and mail to: P.O. Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028.  
Please also include a favorite recipe, quote, tip or a craft project  

you want to share with other readers.
The drawing will be made prior to the next issue. The winner will be mailed 

information on redeeming their certificate and also announced in the next issue.  
Note: We do not place your information on any mailing list.

And the Winner is...And the Winner is...
Our winner from last issue is Donna Nicklis. Donna will receive a 
gift certificate to spend at Cinnamon’s Quilt Shoppe in Jacksonville. 
She enjoys this shop because “there is always wonderful 
inspiration in every nook and cranny!” Congratulations Donna!

The Florida Register Gift Certificate Entry Form
ALL ITEMS MUST BE COMPLETED TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE PRIZE DRAWING

Name________________________________________________________________________
Street___________________________ City___________________State_____ Zip_ __________
Phone_ _________________________________ Email_________________________________
My favorite advertiser in this issue is:________________________________________________
I enjoy visiting this shop because:__________________________________________________
Please tell us about a local business you’d like to see advertising in The Florida Register.
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

The Florida Register
Toll Free Phone: 1-866-825-9217  

ads@TheRegisterWeb.com 

Take advantage of our 
3 Issue Special, where your 

third ad is 1/2 price!

www.TheRegisterWeb.com

July/August Issue  
Ad Deadline: June 1

Shop owners, we can 
bring you new customers!
With Targeted, Effective & 
Affordable Advertising...
The Florida Register Works!

Why do people love our paper? A few reasons:
–	 Variety of shopping advertised allows paper to appeal to a large 
number of people with  multiple and varied interests. Allowing you to
reach new customers.
– NO NEWS! We print recipes, “feel good” articles, articles about the  

products you sell, and features on advertising shops.
	 – Beautiful full color artwork on covers 	
	 – Organized geographically allowing shops to be found easily  
	 – It’s Free at shows, and advertising shops 
		  (results in repeat visits to your shop)

352-493-2801 
11050 NW 10th Ave. • Chie
 and, FL 32626 

Levy County Quilt Museum Chie
 and Florida

Open Tuesday – Saturday from 10am to 3pm
Quilts, fabric & other handmade items for sale!
Come see Sieglinde Schoen Smith’s collection 

permanently on display!

Free Article, send paper to: 
Kissed Quilts 
Marlene Oddie 
PO Box 717 
Grand Coulee, WA 99133-0717 
 

KISSed Quilts  
Celebrate Earth Day! 

by Marlene Oddie 

In celebration of Earth Day, I’m sharing two new designs with 
fabrics shipping June 2026 to a local quilt shop. 

I revisited an old friend when using a new Lumin 
Fabrics/Island Batik collection – Fossil Finesse. I originally 
designed this ‘jewels’ quilt in 2009 for a wedding. The version 
was called Peacock Jewels. With this new collection I used two 
slightly different background whites so you can see uniquely 
bordered jewels but also see white stars. The jewel tones and 
motifs in this fabric collection felt perfect for this quilt pattern. 
I enjoyed custom quilting it to really show it off! 

Earth’s Essence is 
another Lumin 
Fabrics/Island Batik 
collection shipping 
soon. I used a fat 
quarter bundle of the 
collection to make 
this City Windows pattern. It really maximizes the use of a fat 
quarter and shows off some of those larger print elements in the 
collection. 

Ask at your local quilt shop that carries Island Batik fabrics for 
these fabrics and patterns.  

 
Marlene Oddie (marlene@kissedquilts.com) is an 
engineer by education, project manager by 
profession and now a quilter by passion in Grand 
Coulee, WA at her quilt shop, KISSed Quilts. She 

quilts for hire on a Gammill Optimum Plus but especially enjoys designing quilts and assisting 
in the creation of a meaningful treasure for the recipient. Fabric, patterns, kits and templates 
are available at http://www.kissedquilts.com. Follow Marlene’s adventures via 
http://www.facebook.com/kissedquilts and https://www.instagram.com/marlene.kissedquilts 

Brooksville, Fruitland Park, Lady Lake, Oxford

Authorized Brother Dealer & Service Center
Super low prices on all Brother Sewing & Embroidery Machines

Over 2000 Bolts of 100% Cotton Fabrics 
Patterns, Books, Notions & much more

18851 Cortez Blvd • Brooksville, FL 34601
352-796-0011 • www.nanasquiltshop.com
Tues–Fri 10am–4pm • Sat 10am-3pm

•  Check out our website for classes & events
•  Long-Arm quilting service on-site

MOTHER’S DAY SPECIALS
May 1st–10th

Special Prices on Brother Machines

732 S. US Hwy. 27/441
Lady Lake, FL 32159
Mon 12-4, Tues - Sat 9-4

352-751-0405
AQuiltingPalette@gmail.com

Check out our online store & class list at 
www.AQuiltingPalette.com

Check out our online store & class list at 

AQuiltingPalette@gmail.com2,000 Bolts of

Quality Quilting Fabrics

& Thread/Notions

A Quilting Palette, LLC

-- We are OPEN Mondays --

Longarm E2E 
Full Service and 

Rentals Available! 
Call us for details!

A Quilting Palette, LLCA Quilting Palette, LLC

Your Light & Bright Fabric
& Quilt Shop Off ering:

Moda, Riley Blake,
Free Spirit,

Art Gallery Fabrics,
Martelli products,

Quilters Select,
Cutie Patterns/Packs

AND MUCH MORE!

2468 US HWY 441,
Suite 202

Fruitland Park, FL
Tues-Sat 10-4     352-901-6874

Shop Anytime at
VillageQuiltShop.com

Notions  Threads   Patterns   Kits   Gifts

10879 US 301 Suite 2    Oxford Florida 34484
Notions  Threads   Patterns   Kits   Gifts

10879 US 301 Suite 2    Oxford Florida 34484

Now offering E2E Longarm Services

Tuesday - Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday 10am - 2pm

352 - 816 - 9133

www.thequilterscottage.com

by Janet Young
It’s that time of  the year as Mother’s Day rolls around, that we begin to 

switch gears and begin to focus on our mothers. We celebrate the many 
blessings she has brought into our life.  

This year I thought it would be a novel way to share some quotes that 
people have made about their mother.  It may make you laugh, reflect, and 
recall some of  the remembrances you have of  your mother.  

Let’s get started.
- Mothers can look through a child’s eyes and see tomorrow.    Reed Markham
- Mother is a verb.  It is something you do, not just who you are.  
	 Cheryl Lacey Donovan
- All I am I owe to my mother.  George Washington
- All that I am or ever hope to be, I owe to my mother.  Abraham Lincoln
- A mother’s arms are more comforting than anyone else’s.  Princess Diana
- My mother has a great deal of  trouble with me, but I think she enjoyed it.  
	 Mark Twain
- A mother understands what a child does not see.  Jewish proverb
-My mother is my root, my foundation.  She planted the seed that I base my life on, 	

	 and that is the belief  to achieve, starts in your mind.  Michael Jordan

The next three quotes are from unknown sources:

Mother’s Day Quotes

- Nothing is really lost until your mom can’t find it.
- Life doesn’t come with a manual it comes with a mom.
- Moms are like buttons they hold everything together.

I hope as you read these quotes some made you laugh, and some touched 
your heart.  But more importantly, I hope it brought back reflections of  
why your mother means so much to you.

For those whose mothers are in heaven, may you cherish the memories 
and feel the love that only a mother can provide.

Happy Mother’s Day 

         – © Janet Young is a Certified Tea and Etiquette Consultant,  Co-Founder of  Mid-
Atlantic Tea Business Association,  and prior owner of  Over The Teacup
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Leesburg, Mount Dora

Sun & Mon 1-5, Tues 10-5 
Wed 10-8, Thur-Sat 10-5•352-205-1126
www.garyleesligh.com•gryslgh@yahoo.com

Cross Stitch
Needlepoint
Weaving

Custom Framing
         

Check Out Our 
Monthly Retreats!

1012 W. Main
Leesburg, FL 34748

6,000+ Bolts of Quality Fabric
Personalized Fabric Selection Assistance

SEWING, SERGERS AND LONG ARMS

Come experience the diff erence of 
shopping with the boys & girls. 

In-Store Shopping, Shop Online, 
Store Pick-Up or Shipping Available. 

3820 N HWY 19A
Mount Dora, FL 32757

352-483-0082
www.sewminithings.com

Tues-Sat 10am-4pm
Closed Sun and Mon

Piecing Life Together
by Barbara Polston

I had the great good fortune of  beginning 2026 by attending a week-long 
creative seminar. I enrolled in this course for several reasons. Having admired 
the instructor’s work for many years, I was excited to learn her techniques. She 
works mostly by hand in wool and cotton fabrics, embellished by beautiful 
embroidery stitches using a great variety of  threads. I was excited to learn more 
about hand embroidery and how stitch patterns and threads are chosen to work 
together for such intricate and beautiful results. 

There was no pattern to follow – we were instructed to do our own thing and 
appreciate the Zen of  hand stitching. We spent the first two days building the 
background upon which we would ultimately embroider. All our background 
elements were to be applique stitched in place sewing by hand. I love doing 
applique work, but all mine is done by machine. With a few words of  explanation 
from the instructor, I jumped in and stitched for hours to finish that part of  
the process. By day three, we were beginning to sample embroidery stitches and 
threads – but not, as I had hoped to learn, surrounding our applique shapes. 
All our stitches were to create texture in the background. Finally, on day four, 
we began highlighting our applique elements with stitches. There was little 
instruction other than demonstrations of  different stitches or products to 
consider employing. We were encouraged to just give things a try.

I was happy with the progress on my learning piece, but I still didn’t think 
that I was getting what I thought I signed up for. That is, until the last day of  
class. Everyone stitched the morning away until midday. At that time, each of  
us laid our work at our place. All the students wandered the room, looking at 
everyone else’s work, taking inspirational pictures of  things we wanted to try 
at home. It was eye-opening! Every work was delightful, completely original, 
and different. I am so glad that I trusted the process, even more so when the 
instructor complimented my progress.

While I didn’t necessarily get what I thought I signed up for, I learned so much! 
I learned that, despite not doing hand applique, that I can do it, and do it well. I 
learned that I know more embroidery stitches than I believed I did. I can look 
at illustrated directions for how to complete a stitch and do so successfully. I 
learned that I could create work without a specific plan and find satisfaction in 
the result. I learned that I am willing to give something a try – and remove it if  
dissatisfied. I learned that slow stitching by hand is indeed Zen. 

My sample work is far from finished. This is a project that can go on and on 
as new ideas to try present themselves. Did I get what I thought I was signing 
up for? No, I got so much more. 

©Barbara Polston, February 2026. Barbara is the author of  Quilting with Doilies: Inspiration, Techniques, and 
Projects (Schiffer Press, 2015) and a series of  children’s books inviting young children to share in The Adventures 

of  Puppy Brian (www.puppybrian.com). Barbara lives in Tucson, Arizona where she has failed at retirement, but is 
getting more time for sewing in a variety of  forms. Contact Barbara at barbarapolstonquilter@gmail.com. 

Learning

N e w & P r e - O w n e d M a c h i n e s
M a c h i n e L e s s o n s W / A l l M a c h i n e P u r c h a s e s
S e w i n g C a b i n e t s
A u t h o r i z e d B a b y l o c k , B r o t h e r , J a n o m e
& J u k i S e r v i c e C e n t e r

C l a s s e s : ( S ew i n g , F a s h i o n , Qu i l t i n g ,
Emb r o i d e r y & Mo r e ! )

T h o u s a n d s o f b o l t s
o f f a b r i c !

T h o u s a n d s o f n o t i o n s !
F r i e n d l y &
K n o w l e d g e a b l e S t a f f

Orlando: (407) 831-6488

Lady Lake: (352) 753-0219

9605 S US HWY 17/92 Maitland, FL 32751

918 Bichara Blvd Lady Lake, FL 32159

Mon. - Fri. 9AM - 7PM | Sat. 9AM - 5PM | Sun. Closed

Mon. - Sat. 9AM - 5PM | Sun. Closed

WWW.SEWING.NET
Come See Us For All Your Sewing, Embroidery,

Quilting & Serging Needs!!

We Price Match!*Family Owned For 50+ Years

The Most Complete Sewing Store In Florida!
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- © Deb Heatherly is a designer for Creative Grids® rulers and the author of  eight popular pattern 
books.  Creative Grids® fans are invited to join her Facebook group, “Grids Girls,” for tips and inspira-
tion, and two free mysteries each year.    https://www.facebook.com/groups/770429649800457/. Shop 

Owners are invited to join her group just for you, “Grids Girls for Quilt Shop Owners Only” https://
www.facebook.com/groups/273593657256524. Visit Deb’s website at www.Debscatsnquilts.com.

term comes from the technique of  rolling up the fabric and then pulling it out 
on one end. When I owned my quilt shop, this was always a favorite project for 
my kids club. They loved making them for themselves and as gifts. If  you have 
an embroidery machine, let them personalize them! The look of  fascination and 
delight as they watch the machine stitch out their name always made me smile. 

Another favorite of  my kids club was anything that lets them play with buttons. 
This mini flag is a perfect project to celebrate our country’s 250th. You will 
need (1) 6 ½” square of  blue, (3) 1 ½” x 7 ½” and (2) 1 ½” x 12 ½” strips of  
red, (2) 1 ½” x 7 ½” and (2) 1 ½” x 12 ½” strips of  white. Sew the 1 ½” x 7 
½” strips together and add to the right of  the blue square. Sew the 12 ½” strips 
together and add below. Sew on buttons in the blue square in any formation. 
(I added some white chenille on the white strips but that is optional). You can 
make this into a mini quilt or add a back to make it into a pillow.  

Summer is for memories and nothing could be better than creating those 
memories with the younger generation. When you take the time to instill the 
love of  creation, you do more than just use up a few scraps, you plant the seed 
of  creativity that will last a lifetime. Who knows, the craft you teach today could 
be a craft they will pass on for generations to come.

Scraps, cont. from page 4
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DeLand, Deltona

• Quality Quilting Fabrics
• Computerized & Custom Longarm Services
• Bernina Certifi ed In-House Machine Repairs

     (over 20 yrs. experience)
• Handi Quilter Technician

DeLand’s ONLY
Quilt Shop &

Sewing Store!
Check Class Schedule & 
Shop Online Anytime at
www.OceansofThread.com

1250 State Rd. 15A  Suite 4 & 5
DeLand, FL 32720

Tues-Thur 10-5; Fri-Sat 10-3   
386-337-5528

Closed for 
Summer Break

June 7-14

Cowgirl Poet, Quilter, Entertainer 
            Yvonne Hollenbeck 

 

Pieces of the Past

As time goes marching forward, and it marches oh so fast, 
it seems that only memories are all we have that last. 

They may be of a loved one, or a special time or place, 
or remnants of a wedding dress, some ribbons and some lace.  

The chair where mother used to sit and rock her babes at night, 
or piece a quilt to keep them warm, and all by oil light. 
The photographs of people that we didn’t even know, 

that have preserved a precious glimpse of life from long ago.  
So standing on the edge of life, we oft look back and see 

reminders of the days gone past and how things used to be. 
We cherish all these tokens made from want and made from will, 

and miss the hands that held them once, voices forever still.  
We’ll treasure that old patchwork quilt that once was on our bed, 

and keep around a few good books that some loved one has read. 
And it could never matter just how fine new dishes are, 

…they never could compare to grandma’s good old cookie jar.  
We know we can’t retrace our steps and live our lives again, 

but we can cling to treasurers ‘cause that’s all that will remain. 
For all we have are memories, as long as they will last, 

in things we cherish most of all ... these pieces of the past.

Writing From Life 
by Jeanette Lukowski  

Road Trip Season  
This might make me sound silly, but while many 

people were spending the grey and somewhat 
gloomy days of January and February packing up 
and putting away the remains of their December holidays, I’m was thinking 
about where to travel during the upcoming summer months. 

Perhaps this pattern began when I was a child, when my mother would drive 
us the five-hundred-plus miles to visit her parents, siblings, and a variety of  
cousins. If we were lucky, we made the drive two times a year—for winter holi-
day weekends, and the week-long summer vacation—but while the winter 
drives included my father, summers were most often reserved for my older 
sister, my mother, and I. 

When my sister was in high school, there were additional drives to explore 
out-of-state colleges added; after my sister headed off to college, the summer 
drives naturally shifted more to just me and my mother in the car. Life sure 
looked different in the front seat than it had all of those years in the back!  

Then, the magical year of holding a driver’s permit arrived. What glorious   
adventures those five-hundred-plus miles became! The open road of interstate 
highways when my mother would drift off into a light nap in the passenger 
seat…I had never felt such freedom. Were those the moments when the passion 
for summer road trips was ignited?  

Choosing a career as a teacher was decided by life’s circumstances rather 
than the summer months of “unemployment,” but I quickly learned to appreciate 
them. I began by planning little day trips the kids and I could take to places like 
zoos or historical farms which provided educational experiences for visitors; as 
the children got older, I planned other scenic drives which included a night or 
two in hotels, adding evening swims in the hotel pool to our trips focused on  
dinosaur digs and Girl Scout badge checklists. After my mother retired, she 
would join us as we headed to destinations such as Mount Rushmore—or job 
interviews I was offered in other states—but the drive my kids and I took to the 
Grand Canyon was part of a weekend birthday-gift-to-myself trek. 

It’s impossible for me to calculate all of the miles I’ve driven a car because, 
for me, the “prize” has been the scenery I’ve seen along the way. Last month, 
for instance, as my now grown son drove me in his car’s passenger seat to my 
mother’s burial (she purchased the plot years before her retirement—and sub-
sequent move to be closer to her grandchildren), what did I spy on the inter-
state as we neared Madison, Wisconsin? None other than the Oscar Meyer 
Wienermobile! No kidding.  

Reaching the Spring Equinox in March, my thoughts naturally turned towards 
summer road-tripping season. Where might I go? I admit to feeling a bit more 
apprehensive about driving by myself the older I get, but to stay home all 
summer?   
© Jeanette Lukowski 2026. Jeanette is a mother, grandmother, teacher, and author who lives in Alesandria, 

MN. She is inspired by the lives of strong women. Her email address is: writingfromlife@yahoo.com

Order Yvonne’s new book, “A Stitch in Rhyme” at 
www.yvonnehollenbeck.com — just $15 + $3.50 postage.  

 
© Yvonne Hollenbeck; 2025  

Yvonne Hollenbeck, from Clearfield, SD,  performs her original poetry throughout the United States, capti-
vating audiences in her wake.  She is one of the most published cowgirl poets in the West and is not only a 

popular banquet and civic entertainer, but also co-writes songs with many western entertainers. Yvonne 
also pens a weekly column in the “Farmer-Rancher Exchange” and writes articles about life in rural America 

in various publications throughout the West. For more information, visit 
https://www.yvonnehollenbeck.com
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Now Offering 
Longarm Services

Amy and Grace 
celebrating her 

21st birthday then 
we went on a 

cruise for Grace’s 
Spring Break.

Long Arm Quilting • Edge-to-Edge • Binding • Memory Quilts
Custom Quilts • Labels • Backing Preparation • And more!

18215 E. Apshawa Rd. • Clermont, FL 34715
561-262-5597 • blh81761@aol.com

Becky’s ...Quilting & Embroidery Services ...

Now
Off ering

Embroidery
Services!

18215 E. Apshawa Rd. 
FREE
Pick up 

& Delivery 

within 20 miles 

of Clermont!

10% OFF Longarm Quilting
Expires 6/30/26    New customers only

Competitive Pricing!
VERY Experienced!

Bernina Q 24 with
computerized Q Matic

Quilters Anonymous, Inc.
9225 Pine Island Road

Clermont, FL 34711
quiltersanon.com • store@quiltersanon.com

Open Tuesday thru Saturday 10-3
facebook.com/QuiltAnonInc

Moda, Wilmington, Riley 
Blake, Andover, 108” 

Backing, Thread, Notions, 
Patterns, Precuts, and 

More!
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Longarm Quilting Services
Computerized Edge to Edge & Custom Quilting

Bring in 2 or more quilts in a
month and enter our exciting

monthly drawing for a 
chance to enjoy 26% off 

your next quilt 
purchase!

Drop off & Pick up by
appointment only

407-432-6434
@TopStitchsisters srn1005@gmail.com

100's of designs to choose from!

Life on My Farm - Breezy Manor
The Disappearing Back Porch by Donna Jo Copeland, farmeress 

My life thus far has been spent mostly living simply, farm centered. Old farmhouse 
with their high ceilings, drafts and tall trees. A brief  time spent in a tiny apartment, 
formerly a chicken coop was endured. Ugh.

One of  my favorite things about an old farmhouse is the back porch.  Sometimes 
they were planned, sometimes just kind of  stuck on. Whatever their construction they 
defined farm family life.

Where I grew up it was small, 4 steps up into the kitchen, sharp left to basement 
stairs. A handly place for barn coats and boots. Lots of  big nails to hang odd things 
from. A door with a glass panel to be used in winter, replaced with screen in summer. 
Sort of  a pass thru leading to the barn.

Our neighbors across and down the road had a glorious back porch--long and 
narrow, lots of  small windows on the west side. Near the kitchen door space for a 
small table and old Hoosier cabinet. I loved visiting Bonnie and Harold, walking thru 
that back porch, we never used the front door. Her clothesline and chicken yard were 
just outside the door. The house sat on a small rise, tall trees lined the drive.

Where I live now, for over 50 years,  have a magical back porch which has transformed 
itself  many times. House was built in late 1800s with wood front and back porches. In 
1960, in what seemed to be a cement pouring era, they were removed, cement floors 
poured, brick facing, storm windows and doors. And my back porch floor has a bump 
which keeps the door from opening all the way. I’ve tried grinding it down to no avail. 

My young kids and I enjoyed many summer breakfasts there at my great grandmother 
s kitchen table. Then it became a brooder house for baby chick’s, and still does. Then 
bunny cages one frigid winter. 

Once I went to a livestock auction, brought home 2 day old calves, angus and 
holstein. Bedded them on the porch for quite a while. The chick’s got moved into the 
kitchen--penned under the kitchen table. 

When I had my goat dairy (over a quarter century) I had an old Philco fridge there 
filled with milk, cheese, eggs and ice cream. Customers came in, got what they wanted, 
left money in a coffee can. 

For the last 30 years I have let the porch take on its own life. The Wool from my 
sheep fill shelves, a long table serves as a dye studio. A spin dryer sits on a small table. 
A tall chimney cabinet holds dyestuff. My hand tools nestle on a handmade corner 
shelf. Seedlings start in the east windows. 

Lots of  love, laughter and magic have happened on that back porch. The big 
windows bring in sunshine, fresh breezes, it’s one of  my happy places. The cistern 
with its old handpump sit just outside the door, path to the barn on the right. 

Some may consider the kitchen to be the heart of  a home. I think it’s the back porch 
holding laughter, animals, boots and the soul of  the family 

Sadly looking at new houses today I see no back porches, just a door to the garage. 
The farm back porch whether neat,messy,filled with life and laughter was where 

your friends and neighbors entered. The door was never locked.
You can’t do that today 
For all of  our advancements, we have lost so much. Old farmhouse back porches 

carried a life and magic all their own. And almost all gone, living in memories 
At 76 I probably won’t move again but should I get the chance to build a new 

house, the back porch would be the first design 
Late spring, early summer is absolutely delightful.  Warmth, long days! Being out in 

the fresh air. Let’s all get busy with a garden, get our hands and bare feet in the dirt, 
play in the mud. And grow our own food. 

Peace, love and laughter!

-© 2026 - Donna Jo Copeland writes from her farm, Breezy Manor, Mooresville, Indiana 
where she tends her flock and creates art from the wool. Being the 14th generation of  farm 

owner/operator, Donna Jo brings alive the struggles of  farm life.

From Breezy Manor Recipe File
Three Bean Salad

1 can sliced green beans
1can red kidney beans
1 can wax beans (or black)

Dressing.
1/2 c sugar.         1 t. Salt
1 t. Mustard.        1/4 c. Grated onion
1 T. Celery seed.   1/3 c vinegar
1 c salad oil

Mix well. Pour over beans,  chill a few hours
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Attract Backyard Birds with 
the Right Seeds

(Family Features) While almost all bird seed may look 
pretty much the same to you, it doesn’t to the birds you’re 
feeding. Knowing what kinds of  seeds different birds like 
can help you attract a variety of  fine feathered friends to 
your feeders.

Consider these popular seed types and the common 
backyard birds they attract:
Sunflower – Black sunflower seeds attract blue jays, goldfinches, woodpeckers, 

purple finches, chickadees, titmice and nuthatches. Striped sunflower seeds appeal 
to chickadees, doves, grosbeaks, northern cardinals, nuthatches, titmice and 
woodpeckers. Sunflower hearts (also known as “hulled sunflower” and “sunflower 
chips”) attract chickadees, common redpolls, juncos, doves, finches, goldfinches, 
grosbeaks, nuthatches, pine siskins, titmice and woodpeckers.

Nyjer – These lightweight, tiny seeds are a favorite of goldfinches. Put nyjer seeds 
in a hanging feeder with tiny holes so the small seeds won’t get blown away. Nyjer also 
attracts redpolls, juncos, doves, indigo bunting and pine siskin.
Safflower – These white seeds are slightly smaller than black sunflower seeds. 

Because they are bitter, grackles, blue jays, starlings – and squirrels – don’t like 
them. However, they do attract doves, purple finches, chickadees, titmice and downy 
woodpeckers.

White millet – Good for scattering on the ground, white millet attracts ground 
feeders such as juncos, sparrows, indigo buntings, towhees and mourning doves.

Cracked corn – Popular with ground feeders, cracked corn appeals to doves, 
crows, jays, sparrows, juncos and towhees. Avoid getting finely cracked corn as it’s 
vulnerable to rot and can quickly turn to mush.

When choosing a bird seed mix, pay attention to the ingredients list on the package. 
Bird seed is required by law to list ingredients in order of  content. Some cheaper 
mixes have filler seeds such as wheat, red milo, red millet or “assorted grain products.” 
Most backyard birds won’t eat those, and your seed mix could end up wasted on the 
ground.

Learn more about making your backyard an oasis for birds of all kinds at eLivingtoday.com. 
Photo courtesy of Unsplash
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Dade City

13829 US Hwy 98 Bypass • Dade City, FL 33525 • Just 25 miles north of Tampa

Facebook Group: Quilted Twins — Scrap Quilting and More with Becky

Facebook Page: Quilted Twins — Fabric Deals with Rachael

• Batiks
• Civil War
• Flannels
• Panels
• Novelties
• Kaffe Fassett
• Stonehenge
• Quilt Kits
• Wonder� l Thread

Over 100 
Fabric 

Families 
at $5.99/yd

Rachael’s 
Picks

NAME BRANDS AT $6.99/yard

FA B R I C  WA R E H O U S E
Come shop our over 13,000 bolts of fabric!

Quality unbranded at $5.99/yard
Over 300 bolts of 108" backing fabric at $14.99/yard

Over 800 bolts of batiks at $9.99/yard

QuiltedTwins.com • Over 250 Free Patterns on the website
Becky’s Quilts & Designs • Rachael’s Deals & Finds

Call or Text (352) 507-8458 to schedule your group’s outing.

Shop online 24/7
at QuiltedTwins.com 

with $8 shipping nationwide
Tuesdays: 9 am to 2 pm

Thursdays: 10 am to 5:30 pm
Saturdays: 9 am to 3 pm

Other Hours by Appointment

Come Sew ...in our beautiful sewing shop!
Only $8.00 per day.   Use our: 

Accuquilt •• Mats •• Cutters •• Room

Come 
visit our newly expanded Specialty Fabrics Room

Watch

Ken & Rachael

Show on FB 

& YouTube

100’s of 

Half  Yard 

Bundles

FB LIVE: Quilted Twins Fabric show with 
Ken and Rachael every Monday and Friday 

afternoon at 3:30 p.m. Also on YOUTUBE at 
the same time: Quilted Twins Channel

Bring up to 8 friends for a fun-� lled day with some 
private shopping at our shop. Call for your day. 

Andover • Benartex • Hoffman • Michael Miller
MODA • Northcott • Riley Blake • Robert Kaufman

and LOTS more!

Pre-cuts
Fat QuartersFabric Strips

300 Bolts of Kaffe
250 Bolts of Grunge

GIFT

CARDS 

AVAILABLE 

HERE

Plenty of
Parking: 
room for 
trucks, 
trailers 
& RVs.

VOTED #1 LQS 
in the USA 

in the 
BYANNIE 
contest!

Ask about our Monthly Charm Club - 
where quilt kits are available monthly for under $40

Lakeland

2052 E Edgewood Dr.
Lakeland, FL 33803

863-583-4974 Shop
863-450-9399 Cell

FRAME-UP
& NEEDLEWORK SHOP
Fine Matting & Framing

Art Cross Stitch & Needlepoint

Specializing in

Hours:
Mon–Fri 11am–5pm

Sat 1pm–5pm

Featuring the
Cross Stitch of
Linda Jeanne 

Jenkins

CLOSED MAY 6 AND MAY 30

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY MAY 10

Building Harmony by Jeff  Cappis

A Stormy and Furry Night

It was one of  those stormy Friday nights. The rain was driving down and lightening 
was flashing constantly all around, Cathy and I were intrigued by the storm as the 
thunder rattled our house. Our dog Waldo didn’t take it quite so easily though. He 
either tried to find a place to hide, (like behind a toilet) or 
huddled close to us when the thunder clapped. We had 
to keep an eye on him so he didn’t piddle on the floor 
in fear. That was fine with him. He liked to stay close.

Later on that night Cathy grew tired and went to bed 
but I was still watching the storm. Something about 
these storms draws me to them. There is a smell to the 
rain and the sound of  it driving down. The flash of  light 
and eventual boom. Wow. I decided to step outside to 
experience it first hand.

There is a good spot for this just outside the garage door. The eves protected me 
(barely) from the rain and I got a good view of  nature’s fury. The trees on our property 
were whipping around with the wind. I was in awe. Then I heard the door close behind 
me and latch.

I was locked out. Drat. I considered ringing the doorbell but this would mean waking 
up Cathy. After careful consideration I looked for another option.

At least I was mostly protected under that eve for the moment and the show was 
spectacular. Every time the forrest lit up I could see every leaf  and every blade of  grass 
for just an instant. Between lightening flashes the forrest was mostly dark, except for 
a small solar light some forty feet away. 

Boom! Cool! Flash! Wow! Boom...... This was going on for a while when I noticed 
something out of  the corner of  my eye. Something moved in front of  that solar light. 
It cast a silhouette towards me through the mist.

In the brief  flashes of  light I could see it was close to the ground with spiky wet fur 
violently shaking off  water. Between the flashes it let out out a horrible howl. Then 
the forrest would go dark again.

Still I could tell through that faint shadow in the mist, that it was getting bigger, or 
closer. I was blinded by another lightening flash. Again, darkness and a sinister howl.

Now I could hear it panting. It even let out an occasional snort. I tried the door. 
Still locked. I dare not move or make a noise. Perhaps it hadn’t seem me. With the 
rain driving down, the wind a few blinding flashes, the immediate booms and all that 
howling I was getting pretty unhinged.

Now I could smell what ever it was and it was rank and close by. There were noises 
all around and I wasn’t sure what to trust.

Suddenly it leapt at me... knocking me to the ground hard. I could feel it’s weight 
as it landed on me and even more: it’s claws on my chest! It growled and howled. It 
drooled on my face as it came ever closer.

In the lightening flashes I could see it’s spiked wet fur and it’s teeth up close. It’s 
breath stank. It gave out one last howl as I prepared to lose my entire face and then...
It licked me. 

Then it wagged it’s tail. What? After a moment my heart settled down. Turns out 
Waldo had sneaked outside with me and got lost in the rain. He was wet, lost and scared 
but more than happy to find me. He tried to lick my entire face off. Things went from 
scary to just kinda gross.

The door stayed locked so we hung out under that eve and watched the storm. Waldo 
even started to enjoy it. He was soaked, but we had fun.

All of  this made me wonder: Why do dogs smell when they get wet?

-© Jeff  Cappis 2025 jcappis@telus.net

Cowgirl Poet, Quilter, Entertainer 
            Yvonne Hollenbeck 

 

   The Mystery Quilt

Who was that special lady?  I would really like to know; 
who cut and pieced this pretty top so many years ago?  

I’m sure she planned to quilt it before her time on earth was through, 
but oftentimes we leave this life with so much left to do.  

We wonder, did she live alone?  Was their children in her care? 
Was family grown or was this sewn with a cradle by her chair?  

Some pieces are from feed sacks; there’s scraps of stripes and plaid. 
Did she salvage them from outgrown clothes or cut from cloth she had?  

Perhaps the little checks are from a tiny baby’s clothes, 
but we’ll never know the story . . . Heaven only knows.  

So, we’ll finish what she started and let’s hope we do her proud 
as we stitch on her old patchwork quilt in which we’ve been endowed.  

Perhaps her spirit’s with us as we gather ‘round the frame; 
the maker of this Mystery Quilt, though we’ll never know her name. 

Writing From Life 
by Jeanette Lukowski  

Technology 
In a True Confessions sort of way, today’s story begins with a truth about me: 

I have a Love / Hate relationship with technology. Perhaps one third of my days 
pass with me being indifferent to having a smart phone, one third finds me an-
noyed with the constant warning “pings” my 2023 car generates…but yesterday, 
the remaining one third celebrated an adventure with my elderly mother—
brought to fruition thanks to the help of those two technological devices.  

We were sitting in Mother’s local public library, checking the library’s com-
puter for the next title one of her monthly book clubs will discuss. My job would 
be to climb the umpteen stairs to a very high second floor, extract the book 
from the shelf, and bring it back downstairs to Mother while she waited near  
the circulation desk.  

Finding the title in the computer, Mother turned to me: “Where is Little Falls? 
North or south?” 

“North,” I quickly replied. I drive north to visit my mother several times a 
month; the town she was asking about is, in turn, further north.  

“No one comes that way,” she replied rather sadly. “The computer shows that 
they have one copy on the shelf.”  

Since I was already spending the night with Mother (to accompany her to an 
early morning doctor appointment the next day), I pulled my smart-phone from 
my purse—merely out of curiosity. I punched the town’s name into the mapping 
program, and discovered: “It’s 37 miles away. Want to go?”  

My smart-phone clock had already displayed the time as 4:08pm, and the 
roads were still clear of weather—an important factor for a late November   
driving adventure.  

Mother’s interest was piqued…but she’s still the pragmatist. “Do you have their 
number right there?” 

Affirmative.  
“Call them first, to make sure they have it in hand.”  
Again, the smart-phone made it easy. One finger’s touch on the search en-

gine’s screen, and my phone switched over to dialing mode.  
A few minutes later, the librarian confirmed that the book was in her hand. 

Without confirming the plan with Mother, I told the librarian we would be on 
our way, and disconnected the call. 

Getting out of the city’s traffic took a bit longer than I had anticipated 
though, and I began to get nervous about the time. (My map feature said we 
would arrive by 4:58pm.) Thanks to the Bluetooth connection between my car 
and my phone, I was about to call the librarian again at 4:41pm. “Would it be 
easier if I just gave you Mother’s library card information now? That 
way you can leave the book outside the door, if we don’t get 
there before you close.” 

The librarian graciously reassured me that everything 
would be fine, as they don’t leave at exactly 5pm, but she 
took the library card information anyway.  

Returning to Mother’s apartment later that evening, I 
realized that I am pretty spontaneous. Technology was 
just the tool which aided me in accomplishing the task. 

Next challenge?   
© Jeanette Lukowski 2024. Jeanette is a mother, grandmother, teacher, and author who lives in Mankato, 

MN. She is inspired by the lives of strong women. Her email address is: writingfromlife@yahoo.com

Order Yvonne’s new book, “A Stitch in Rhyme” at 
www.yvonnehollenbeck.com — just $15 + $3.50 postage.  

 
© Yvonne Hollenbeck; 2023  

Yvonne Hollenbeck, from Clearfield, SD,  performs her original poetry throughout the United States, capti-
vating audiences in her wake.  She is one of the most published cowgirl poets in the West and is not only a 

popular banquet and civic entertainer, but also co-writes songs with many western entertainers. Yvonne 
also pens a weekly column in the “Farmer-Rancher Exchange” and writes articles about life in rural America 

in various publications throughout the West. For more information, visit 
https://www.yvonnehollenbeck.com
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16541 Pointe Village Dr. • Suite 108 • Lutz, FL
(Conveniently located near the Suncoast Pkwy & S.R. 54)

M-F 10-6  SAT. 10-5 • 813-749-0888 • www.scrapandsew.com

16541 Pointe Village Dr. 

Quality Quilt Shop Fabrics 
Notions & Patterns

Classes / Private Lessons
Embroidery Software 

Software Training & Online Store
#1 Dealership in Southern US!

 Sewing Machine Sales & Service

Repair Service Available on 
Most Machine Brands!

PFAFF and Viking Certifi ed Technician. 
Call for appt. today! PFAFF 

Creative Icon 2

Shop our website

Husqvarna Viking Designer     
Topaz 65 and Topaz 55Q

Passport 3.0 the quilter’s
traveling companion

Amber Air S600

Onyx 30   

Quilt Ambition 635

THE NEW TOP-OF-THE-LINE

NOW AVAILABLE

VIKING and DESIGNER EPIC are exclusive trademarks of Singer Sourcing Limited LLC or its Affiliates. HUSQVARNA and the “H” Crown Device are trademarks of Husqvarna AB and are used under license. © 2026 Singer Sourcing Limited LLC or its Affiliates. All rights reserved.

husqvarnaviking.com

Sewing & Embroidery Machine
Nordic Frost Edition

Shop our websiteShop our website

Your All-In-One Resource for Sewing, 
Embroidery, Quilting, 
and Craft Cutting!

Your All-In-One Resource for Sewing, 

Your Complete APP for 
Sewing~Embroidery~Crafting 

and Quilting. Monthly or 
Yearly Subscriptions. 

Get started with your 30-day 
risk-free trial today - 

just scan the QR code!

Expression 715

Expression 725

Plant City

Life - to be continued.
    by Wayne M. Bosman 

Last year was a momentous and chaotic one for our little family with the pass-
ing of  both my daughter and my mother, but life continues on. With spring’s 
annual rebirth going on all around us comes an inspiration to see what life has in 
store for us in this new season of  life. While I am still slowly opening my eyes and 
heart to the joy of  life, Kerri has already started exploring hers. 

For her, the place to start was to revisit things that she has enjoyed in the past. 
She has always loved local history and been an avid seamstress. She has spent the 
last few years teaching preschool to indulge her love of  young children. A natural 
meeting point of  these things fell into place for her this spring.

When we moved to the NC coast a couple years ago, a new local history opened 
up. Because life can be busy, we never had time to explore the history of  the re-
gion. We had passed right by the History Museum of  Carteret County many times, 
always vowing to stop in. We have time now. What we found was an opportunity 
for her to pursue three of  her loves. 

The museum started a program aimed at opening up fourth graders to how 
their area was settled and grew to what it is now. Kerri fit right in. Over the years 
she made a number of  true to period dresses that she wore giving tours at histori-
cal sites. Most of  them still fit, although some apparently shrank or something….

She augmented them with new dresses and aprons that she spent enjoyable 
evenings creating. One of  her characters that she got to portray for the Museum 
program was a locally well-known woman who was a Civil War era spy for the 
Confederacy. Miss Emeline spent the war smuggling supplies to Confederate 
soldiers across Union lines. The voluminous skirts of  the era coupled with a lady’s 
personal modesty gave her plenty of  hiding places. Kerri stitched together a slip 
with pockets capable of  holding a pair of  boots, two pairs of  pants, bandages, 
sewing articles and an entire ham without looking out of  place. She put her hair 
up in a way common to the era and hid notes in her hair that she gave to the 
fourth graders during their field trips.

The children loved it all. Opening a window for them to a time when there 
was no internet, no television or even radio. Telephones were not yet invented, 
much less cell phones. Cars? No. Malls? No. For most families, a trip to town 
was a major undertaking to sell what you produced or to buy what you couldn’t.  
Kerri would come home from the museum excited and enchanted by the ques-
tions the children asked, and how some children’s eyes lit up when something 
caught their imagination. 

Kerri, for her part, started sewing things by hand whenever she could, to try 
to make everything as true to life as possible. No more zippers, which weren’t 
invented yet. Elastic, invented in 1820, was technically okay, but the likelihood of  
it being available here was small. Buttons, hooks and ties were the order of  the 
day. Dyeing by hand was common, especially with indigo as a local cash crop. She 
hasn’t tried that yet.

For Kerri, Spring has sprung. For me, the first tentative shoots are emerg-
ing from my fallow soil. I hear the birds more now, insistently calling out their 
springtime message. I look over my unfinished projects, actually finishing some! 
I look out at the ocean, waiting for the schools of  fish to migrate through, fol-
lowing a rhythm that only they understand. I stay still, grateful that I have a life 
to be continued.

-- Wayne M. Bosman is a retired auto mechanic living in Cape Carteret, NC. His email is wbosman1@gmail.com.

Think About It . . .
TThhiiss ssppaaccee ccoouulldd bbee wwoorrkkiinngg

ttoo ccuullttiivvaattee yyoouurr bbuussiinneessss..

A prospective Customer could be
reading your ad right now!

Call Toll Free 1-866-825-9217 

by June 1 for the 

July/August issue

The Florida Register

Show us your finished projects!
Send us your photos of a completed 
project for a chance to be featured in 
an upcoming issue of The Register!

Project photos & details can be 
digitally submitted to:

amy@theregisterweb.com

Or mailed to:

The Register • PO Box 2419
Cumming, GA 30028
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Sebring

Meg’s Quilt Cottage

1222 Josephine Ct.  •  Sebring, FL 33875
NEW HOURS: Mon-Fri 9-4  Sat 9-2  •  919-603-4680

Meg’s Custom Quilting

OVER 3,000+ 
Bolts in Stock

Moda, Northcott, 
QT, Blank, Free Spirit,

Michael Miller and more!

2 Computerized
Handi-Quilters Providing 

Long Arm Services

NOW ORDER ONLINE
on our NEW WEBSITE!

MegsQuiltCottage.com

Come Visit Our NEW SPACE!
Now we can o� er you:

• MORE Fabric!
• MORE Notions!

• MORE Clearance!

Ft. Meade, Lake Wales, St. Petersburg, Winter Haven

www.FarmGirlQuilting.com

3042 Doc Lindsey Rd. • Fort Meade, FL
863-209-6643   Like us on Facebook!

Tues, Wed, Fri  10-4    � urs 10-8    Sat 10-2

Fabric • Notions • Machines
Everything Sewing

Related!

Welcome to the Newest Fabric
Shop in Polk County!

Fabric - Notions - Patterns - Classes
Learn to: Sew | Quilt | Embroider

Now a Kimberbell Certi� ed Shop

249 E. Stuart Ave.
Lake Wales, FL

Shop Hours
M, W, Th, F, Sa 10-3

Tues 2-8
Sun Closed

863.223.8070

www.SewCreativeFabricsandMore.com

Show coupon for $5 OFF a purchase of $30

25% OFF one item 
including in stock 

Janome Sewing Machines!
Watch for Our 

Weekly Summer Savings!

Fabric Smart

Professional Service with a Smile!
6798 Crosswinds Drive N., Suite C101 

St. Petersburg, FL 33710

Serving our Beautifully 
Diverse Creative Community 
with Expertise and Kindness!

Easy access from I-275, Exit for 22nd Ave. N. & go west, one block S. of Tyrone Mall

Also shop online - etsy.com/shop/fabricsmart
Open Every Day to Serve You: Mon-Sat, 10 am to 5 pm | Sun, Noon to 5 pm

727-914-8850

Buttons • Notions
Special Orders Welcome!

St. Petersburg’s only 
Full Service Fabric Center.
Featuring Premium Quality 

Artistic Quilting Cottons 
and Fashionable Apparel 

Fabrics for our Florida Lifestyle!

Please join us live on Wednesdays at 
7pm. We share new items plus we 
show our newest projects. We have 
fun and we would love for you to 

come on in and say Hi.

Frugal Gardening Tips and Tricks
Gardening can be a simple way to beautify your yard, relieve stress and save money 

on your grocery bill, but like any hobby, you can get carried away buying necessary 
equipment.

Fun, frugal and environmentally friendly, these tricks can help you create a cost-
effective garden:

1. Use a yardstick and permanent marker to mark inches and feet on the handle 
of your rake, shovel or hoe. The next time you plant, simply lay the marked 
handle along the row to create perfectly spaced holes for seeds.

2. Line the bottom of a clay pot with a coffee filter to keep soil from leaking out 
the bottom.

3. Use empty plastic water bottles or clear milk jugs to fill the bottom of large 
pots. They reduce the weight of the pot and require less soil to fill.

4. To test your seeds to see if they are still viable for this planting season, place 
a wet paper towel inside a zip-top bag, drop in 3-4 seeds and wait a week 
to see if anything grows.

5. One way to help prevent weeds is lining your garden with a layer of newspaper. 
Just top two or three sheets of newsprint with a layer of pine needles, grass 
clippings or dried leaves for an eco-friendly and inexpensive weed barrier.

6. Keep gardening twine handy. Nail a funnel to your potting bench with the 
spout pointing downward, feed the twine through and your string will never 
go missing. For a more portable solution, place a ball of twine inside a 
canning jar, make a hole in the lid and feed the end of the twine through the 
hole. Now, you can take twine anywhere, tangle-free.

7. There is no need to buy expensive potting systems for starting seedlings. 
Place several cardboard toilet paper rolls inside a clean plastic clamshell, like 
those used for premade salads. Fill each cardboard tube with potting soil and 
plant. Once your seedlings grow too tall for the clamshell, simply tear off the 
top lid.

Find more ideas for creating a garden without spending 
a bundle at http://www.elivingtoday.com Source: Family Features.com

A Cup of Tea with Lydia

by Lydia E. Harris
“Your table looks lovely,” my friend said as she admired the bouquet I had arranged 

for our teatime. My favorite part of  serving tea is creating a lovely setting. If  possible, 
I like to include fresh flowers on the table along with the pretty teacups, linens, and 
tasty tidbits. 

Whether tea parties are simple or sumptuous, fresh flowers create a fragrant and 
beau-TEA-ful welcome. 

Would you like to try your hand at arranging a floral centerpiece? If  so, here are 
some tips to get started. 

Quick and Easy Arrangements
1. Select flowers and greenery from a local market or your 

garden. Choose mixed bouquets to complement your dishes 
and table linens for a spring garden feel. Or pick a single 
accent color for a more striking look. If  possible, arrange 
the centerpiece the day before so you can focus on preparing 
food on the party day. Set the bouquet in the coolest part of  your home overnight so 
flowers won’t open and wilt.

2. Use an upright vase that fans out at the top and allows flowers to spread naturally 
rather than stand at attention. A neutral or clear vase will complement rather than 
compete with the arrangement. Fill the vase about three-fourths full of  water. Keep 
the flowers in water until you are ready to arrange them.

3. Arrange the flowers in your hand, adding one flower stem at a time until the head 
of  the bouquet looks attractive and is the size you wish. Hold the bouquet next to the 
vase to determine the proper height. Then use a sharp knife rather than scissors to 
cut the stems diagonally to the correct length. Scissors pinch the stems shut so they 
cannot drink water. Remove the leaves below the water line to eliminate decay and to 
extend flower life.

4. Place the flowers in the vase and let them fan out. Then trim the stems of  the 
outer flowers slightly shorter. Be sure the bouquet is low enough so guests can see one 
another across the table. For added color, tie a ribbon around the mouth of  the vase to 
coordinate with the napkins. Add more water as needed and enjoy your lovely bouquet.

5. For a spur-of-the-moment tea time or when you do not have time to arrange 
flowers, simply float blossoms and leaves in a glass bowl. Flowers like camelias and 
hydrangeas work well for this.

Creativi-TEA
Glass vases or bowls aren’t the only option to use for containers. Anything that holds 

water will work. To make a small bouquet for a card table, use a cup and saucer, a small 
cream pitcher, or even a gravy boat. 

For a larger table, consider a teapot. One of  my favorite containers is a cracked 
floral teapot I bought at a rummage sale for a nickel. I place a small jar inside to hold 
water and arrange the bouquet so ivy trails over the sides to hide the crack. Select any 
container with personali-TEA.

Fresh flowers perk up not only your table but your guests as well. The welcoming 
beauty and fragrance of  flowers cheerfully announce that “It’s Time for Tea!” 

To add a special touch, you could serve flowering tea at your teatime. (See Lydia’s 

Creating Beau-TEA-ful Floral Bouquets

continued on page 18
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Englewood, North Fort Myers, Port Charlotte, Punta Gorda

Your Full Service Quilt Shop with a
fabulous selection of 

Quilting Fabric, Patterns, Books, 
Notions, Threads and

Longarm Quilting Service!

3323 N. Key Dr. Unit 1-6, 8
North Fort Myers, FL

239-995-0045
May-Sept Hours: Mon-Sat 10-4

PJSQuiltandLongarmStudio
www.pjsquiltandlongarmstudio.comwww.pjsquiltandlongarmstudio.com

Fabric | Notions | Kits | Classes | Tours  

Hours:         
M-T-W-F 10-5 | Th 10-6 | Sat 9-3 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
         

Fabric | Notions | Kits | Classes | Tours 
      941-347-8189 
          thewhitedaisyquiltshop.com 

Towles Plaza   |   2705 Tamiami Trail   |   Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
 

Southwest Florida’s Newest Quilt Shop 
Closed Mondays from Memorial Day through Labor Day

Mon-Fri 10-5    Sat 9-3

 

Fabric | Notions | Kits | Classes | Tours 
941-347-8189

   thewhitedaisyquiltshop.comm

Cedar Valley Crafts
Handmade with Heart

232 N. Indiana Ave.  •   Englewood, FL

• Shop our Cross-Stitch and Embroidery Kits and Floss.
• We carry Sullivans Floss • Professional Quilt Finishing

• New Pre-Cuts and Patterns in store. 
• Amish Quilts and handmade gifts ready for pickup.

Your local quilt 
and fabric shop in 

beautiful SW Florida.
Englewood’s ONLY 

Quilt & Fabric Shop!

www.cedarvalleycrafts.com
cedarvalleycraftsFL@gmail.com

Mon: 10 - 3   Tues-Fri: 10 - 6   Sat: 10 - 3   Closed Sun • 941-681-2313

SWFL only Private Re-
treat House. Relax, 
craft at your leisure 

with your closest 
friends.  

Crafting Space with twelve

tables/Chairs

Full Kitchen / Dining Room

3 bedrooms/2 bath sleeps 12

Swim Spa/Hot Tub: Bring 
suits and favorite beverages

Www.floridacraftretreat.com

Punta Gorda, FL 

Reservations: 

361-739-8875

Email: 
Jerry@floridacraftretreat.com

Certified Massage 
therapist available 

with advance 
notice.

Ponds/Canal—birds eye view

Lots of amenities: cutting 
table, cuttlebug, ribbon, 
paper and more

Owners Becky and Jerry 
Courtesy of Naples Scrappers

• Large selection of sewing accessories, notions, quilting 
and garment fabric. Over 2000 bolts of fabric in stock.

• Certi� ed service center, with experienced technicians 
who work on all makes & models. 

• O� ering extensive guide classes, along with creative 
project classes.  

• Large variety of classes, taught by outstanding education 
specialists, that are designed to be informative, fun and easy! 

• We share tips that will increase your sewing success, along with 
helpful hints and suggestions to spark your creativity!

Fabric by Moda, Hoffman, Benartex, Timeless Treasures,
Andover, Island Batik, South Sea Imports & More

Sewing Notions & Clubs
Classes: Sewing, Quilting, Machines, Specialty, Software, 

Garment Construction and others 
Sewing Machine Repairs by 

Service Appointments 

Th��� y�� f�� �� �n� u� T�� Bes� 
S���n� S�u�i� �� Ch���ot �� C��n��!

Charlotte Sewing Studio is proud to be a 
Singer, Pfaff, BERNINA and Husqvarna Viking 

dealer offering machine sales & service.

1109 Tamiami Trail
Port Charlotte, Florida 33953

941.235.3555 • www.CharlotteSewingStudio.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30am to 5pm & Sat 9:30am to 3pm

Now  
o� ering  Longarm  Quilting 

Services

Jacksonville, Orange Park

Follow us on social media for all the
latest arrivals and updates!

QUILTING FABRIC
GARMENT FABRIC
WIDE BACKINGS
QUILT & PROJECT KITS
NOTIONS
WOOL
CROSS STITCH

CLASSES
BERNINA MACHINES
HORN FURNITURE
LONGARM RENTAL
QUILTING SERVICE
MACHINE SERVICE
AND MUCH MORE!  

Serving our quilting community from
TWO great locations!

4220 Hood Road
Jacksonville, FL 32257

(904) 374-0532

8358 Point Meadows Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32256

(904) 519-7705

WWW.CINNAMONSQUILTS.COM

CINNAMON'S OFFERS:

Mon-Thu 10am-5pm
Fri-Sat 10am-4pm

Sun 12:30-4pm

Mon-Sat 10am-5pm
CLOSED Sunday

WWW.CINNAMONSQUILTS.COM

Certified Baby Lock & Brother Technicians on Staff 
Authorized Dealer for: Baby Lock • Brother • OESD

WE BEAT

ANY DEALER

PRICES

• 20% OFF ALL FABRIC!
• Sewing Furniture

1857 Wells Rd. • Orange Park, FL 32073 • 904-269-6911 
info@calicostation.com • www.calicostation.com

Hours:  Sunday 12-4 • Mon Closed • Tuesday - Saturday 10-5

Quilting ServicesQuilting Services
Custom/ComputerizedCustom/Computerized
  Over 500+ Designs!  Over 500+ Designs!

North Florida’s Largest 
Baby Lock Retailer!
Authorized Repair Center

Quiltfest is Coming!

Enter your quilts now, and give your pieced pro-
ject a chance at winning a cash prize up to $300, 
receiving recognition from the judge, or being on 
display. Quilt registration is from April 1 to July 
30 with quilts due the first week in September. 

Discounted bus and group rates are available. See 
details on the Quiltfest website.

September 17 to 19, 2026

Prime F. Osborne Convention Center
1000 Water St, Jacksonville, FL

400+ Quilts — 50+ Vendors
Prizes—Boutique—Silent Auction—
Demonstrations—Kids Sewing Area

Quiltfestjax.com
FB @quiltfestjax
IG @quiltfestjax

Summer Vacation!  by Judy Sharer

As an adult looking back, I have many fond memories of  summer vacations. Once 
school was out, it meant being free to spend time with neighborhood friends and 
visiting family.

Our neighborhood had many kids of  all ages. We would gather together to play 
kickball, tag, hide and seek, or ride bikes. When the streetlights came on, it was a race 
to make it home.

In my family, Summer meant we had additional chores. I worked in the garden 
planting the vegetables and when the produce was harvested, I’d help with the 
canning. Dad had a small patch of  strawberries, raspberries, and blueberries that we’d 
pick and make into jam and jelly plus enjoy with shortcakes and cobblers.

My brother was tasked with keeping the lawn mowed. My sisters did additional 
housework as well as looked after me, the baby of  the siblings.

When I was young, I remember visiting my grandparents who lived in a neighboring 
town. My parents would put me on the bus with my little suitcase. I’d sit right behind 
the bus driver with instructions not to bother the other passengers. My grandparents 
would meet the bus at the bottom of  the hill from their house. I liked visiting because 
I had my own room and bed to sleep in. Grandma taught me how to do needlework, 
knit and crochet. Families tended to live close in those days and mine was no exception. 
My aunt and uncle lived right up the hill on a farm. I’d spend time with them during 
the summer too. I’d help feed the beef  cows, pigs and chickens with my uncle and 
my aunt and I would bake sweet treats to put in my uncle’s lunchbox. We would often 
read books together after supper or listen to music on the radio while dancing around 
the living room.

All of  these experiences contributed to making me the strong and capable woman 
I am today. Bored? We didn’t have time to be bored. There was always something 
interesting to do.

Of  course, this was in the 1960s; a time before cell phones, computers, Xboxes, and 
iPads, before a lot of  things today’s children have to occupy their time. Parent usually 
want their children to have more than when they were young, but if  I could go back 
and change time, I wouldn’t change a thing. I believe I turned out just fine. What will 
you be doing with your children or grandchildren this summer vacation? Hopefully, 
you’ll be making some sweet memories.

Judy Sharer just released her spicy historical romance/family saga titled Secrets in Room Four, 
the first in her series Love Lessons. She is also the author of  a sweet historical romance/family 
saga series titled A Plains Life. This four-book series also published by The Wild Rose Press 

is appropriate for the entire family and is available on-line wherever books and eBooks are sold. 
Visit Judy’s website judysharer.com and follow her on Facebook and X.

Farm Animals and Meadow Muffins
by Nancy J. Nash

Farm animals bridge the gap between the wild
creatures of  forest and field (like deer and foxes)
and the well-loved pets (like dogs and cats) that share
our homes and backyards. Growing up in a semi-
rural neighborhood, I had quite a few encounters
with farm animals.

When I was about five or six, my father acquired
fertilized eggs for hatching, and something called
an incubator, with lights to keep them warm. I was
fascinated. Lo-and-behold, one day tiny chicks began to crack open their eggs and
step out, damp and gangly. A few weeks later, they walked around the yard, pecking at
insects and running away if  we frightened them. My mother taught me how to approach
them slowly and hold them gently (an important lesson).

Dad built a chicken coop for the swiftly growing brood. It stood at the edge of  the
pasture bordering our backyard, and we children carried pails of  water when we went
to feed and water them. We took our time, watching any chickens outside the coop
scratch the dirt for grubs and larger insects. We called their names, inspiring them to
look up at us with mild curiosity before continuing their quest for food. When they
were inside the coop, my brother often used them as an audience while he rehearsed a
talk for school. They were never critical of  his presentation. Today, when I mention
the early unwavering support he received, he laughs. However, considering that he has
long been a superb public speaker, I can’t help wondering if  their calm presence had
something to do with the ease with which he delivers a lecture!

My father’s other venture in raising farm animals was renting the pasture to local
dairy farmers as a place for heifers to graze during summer months. He maintained
the barbed wire fence and kept an eye on things. It was my mother, though, who had
a special rapport with these creatures. If  they were nearby when she walked along the
fence line, they came running. They just seemed to sense that she had a soft spot in her
heart for them. Little did they know that she often counted them from the kitchen
window to make sure they all were in the pasture. She even noticed features of  their
looks or personalities and named some of  them. When one of  the cows gave birth, of
course we admired the wobbly little one and cheered its arrival in the world.

Once, though, a farmer came with a truck to take a few cows back home. One heifer
ran away from him, evidently overcome with nervousness and fear. She ran to a woodpile
and somehow managed to leap astride it, much to the surprise of  us onlookers. The
woodpile was perhaps four or five feet high - but not for very long. The logs tumbled
down, and so did she before gallop away. She remained in the pasture until the next
day, when the farmer returned with a favorite food to coax her onto his truck. It
worked. The treat distracted her from whatever misgivings she had about that vehicle.

Dad longed for a tractor and eventually acquired one. Among other tasks, after the
cows had returned home at the end of  the summer, he used it to collect clusters of
manure deposited across the landscape.  He would take a dung fork and walk alongside
a low wooden wagon hitched to the tractor as I drove it slowly through the empty
pasture. Every so often, he would tell me to stop until he had loaded a supply of  what
we called “meadow muffins” onto the cart. Months later, our garden vegetables would
benefit from this organic fertilizer.

Before there were tractors, there were horses. Our neighbors had one, though they
no longer used it to plow the fields. One day, when I was a young schoolgirl, Dad
borrowed the horse to till a few rows of  a garden plot. He hitched it to an old-fashioned
cart and off  we went down the road. At home, I got to ride the horse a moment or two
while Dad walked alongside and kept watch of  me. Then he hitched the horse to a
plow and guided it as the horse pulled it through the soft, dark soil. I got to watch a
peaceful scene unfold as the small plot was prepared for planting. A few years later, I
took to walking down the road and visiting the horse as it stood by the fence in its
pasture home. It was a place to daydream and enjoy the company of  a gentle farm
animal.

-© 2025 Nancy J. Nash who is the author of  Mama’s Books: An Oregon Trail Story. and
Little Rooster’s Christmas Eve, each available on amazon.com. She has a B.A. in English

composition from Mount Holyoke College and an M.F.A. in Writing for Children from
Simmons College. She can be reached at nancynash341@gmail.com

Building Harmony by Jeff  Cappis

Shopping and Other Adventures
Okay guys. Listen up. If  you are the master of

shopping at your local hardware store, I’m with
you. We know where everything is, we know how
much it should cost and the brands we like. We’re
ready and organized for the self-checkout. We have
a route through the store. In and out quick with a
military precision and - done. Total efficiency. Yeah,
you’re good. Like your worthiness to be in this
world depends on it.

Now, go shopping with your wife.
I went into town with my wife to go grocery

shopping and soon realized I have to start learning
how to shop all over again. She does a lot of  the same things I do. She keeps lists, she
knows where everything is, she knows how much it should cost and the brands she
likes. But she has done a lot more research so I’m learning to pay strict attention. I’m
on her turf.

Grocery stores are a lot more chaotic. It’s a dog-eat-dog parking lot; the shopping
carts require change and everybody rushes around.

Inevitably she pulls out a list and sends me on missions around the store to find
things. There’s a lot of  stuff  in a grocery store. If  I go off  without knowing the
particular brand/ size/ expiry date/ package dimensions/ grade/ and sales status, I’ll
have to walk back across the store to get the right one. Do you have any idea how
many kinds of  beans there are? Sometimes I have to cross the store two or three
times. Note: A smart woman knows not to send her husband for hair color.

I run across other husbands wandering the aisles looking for stuff  too. We’re lost
and we nervously joke with each other about the exercise we’re getting. One guy said
he’d rather be mowing the lawn or shingling the roof. Another said he’d rather be
playing 36 holes of  golf. Easier.

Another rule is that the chances of  her being where you think she is going to be
depends on how awkward the stuff  is that you are carrying. I once had a couple big
jugs of  cold milk, canned goods, potato chips and juggled them across the store only
to find she wasn’t there. Stressful.

Apparently standing in the middle of  the store shouting her name is frowned upon
by everyone. Especially my wife. The staff  wouldn’t let me use the intercom so my
next idea was to start doing concentric circles around the store perimeter. After 3 trips
around the store I went up and down the isles I thought she’d be at.

I finally found her in a totally different part of  the store looking at pots and pans.
(Oh ya, turns out we often go off  our shopping list for other things too). By then I’d
lost most of  the potato chips, half  the canned goods and my hands were frost bitten
from the milk jugs.

She put down the pan she was inspecting and said, “Where have you been? I’ve been
looking for you everywhere.” My left hand went numb from the cold milk jug and I
dropped it on my foot. Now I felt not only slow but clumsy too. Clean up on isle 36.

Aside from the getting of  goods, there is also a certain etiquette to shopping. You
don’t pretend the shopping cart is a motorcycle and make engine noises while revving
the handle. Skidding the cart sideways around corners is dangerous and riding the
front like a hood ornament is just annoying. Also, one should abstain from trying to
juggle items like canned goods or eggs. Clean up on isle 21.

If  I break any of  these rules and I’ll get a stern look from my wife followed by a long
silence. I think that means she’s mad at me, but I’m not sure. She won’t say.

The checkout is the next adventure. There is a long boring calm as you wait in line.
Here you get to read magazine covers as you pass the gum and impulse merchandise.
But when you get to the front of  the line the cart must be immediately unloaded in a
timely and orderly fashion. The person at the till is faster than you are so don’t doddle
or the people behind you will start making noises.

At our store I have to bag our own groceries. It is important to know that eggs and
bread don’t go on the bottom (If  you do that some people will rudely call you stupid)
and heavy stuff  goes in the bag first. Cleaning supplies don’t go with the fruit. *Note:
Toothpaste, soap and shampoo are not considered cleaning supplies.

Now it’s time to make a clean get away. Out the door, get the dollar back from the
shopping cart, load the groceries in the trunk, cart goes back to the store and get out
of  the parking lot as fast as possible without running down any other elderly people.
The police will pull you over if  you have one stuck in your grill.

All in all, I have to say the experience is survivable but prepare to have your ego (and
possibly your marriage) damaged. Whenever possible, stick to shopping at the hardware
store. They understand us there.

-© Jeff  Cappis 2025 jcappis@telus.net

Lydia’s Idea File: Flowering Tea Balls
April showers bring May flowers, and sometimes they even bloom in teapots. 

You can purchase flowering tea balls to brew tea. The tea balls are made by hand-
stitching tea leaves and flowers together in various shapes before drying them. When 
you brew a blooming tea ball in glass cups or teapots you can watch them unfurl be-
fore your eyes, creating delicious tea along with a beautiful display. Adding them to a 
menu is like serving champagne or caviar—it seems elegant and a bit extravagant.

Local tea merchants or tearooms may sell flowering teas. Or check the internet 
for other sources. Many can be found on Etsy, including organic ones. Flowering tea 
adds a special delight to teatimes. They also make popular gifts, especially for occa-
sions like Mother’s Day.

Idea File below for more information.)
After the teatime, I sometimes send the flowers home with guests so the beauty and 

fragrance of  our time together can linger. 
I’m ready to plan a beau-TEA-ful teatime. Won’t you join me?

-© Lydia E. Harris enjoys serving tea to family and friends. Her books for grandparents are: Preparing 
My Heart for Grandparenting, In the Kitchen with Grandma, and GRAND Moments: Devotions 
Inspired by Grandkids. All are available at amazon.com or can be ordered through local bookstores. 

Cup of Tea, cont. from page 17
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Daytona Beach, Edgewater, Holly Hill

Seaside Quilts 
Location

3693 S. US Hwy 1 • Edgewater, FL 32141
Tues-Fri 10-2   

386-402-8995•www.seasidesewingandquilts.com

Offering long arm services,
stock fabrics and notions

               to make your quilt life
                    more enjoyable.

We are all about knowing when it comes to sewing!
• 30+ Years of Service in the
Greater Daytona Beach Area!

• Service on Most Makes & Models
• Fabric, Software & Accessories

386-767-3545 • www.sewinggarret.com  •  sales@sewinggarret.com
949 Beville Rd, Bldg B•Daytona Beach, FL 32119

Tues. - Thurs. 9 - 5:30 • Fri. 9 - 5 • Sat. 9 - 2

thesewinggarret
The Sewing Garret
Join us for 

Summer Sewing Camp! 
Call for details! 

Melbourne, Sebastian

We’re Your Auth� ized Dealer f� :

3,700 sq. ft. filled with
3,100+ Bolts of Quality Fabric!

1585 N. Nova Rd
Holly Hill, FL  32117

Less than 4 miles off  I-95 
Quilters’ Bus Tours Welcomed

Mon-Fri 10-5 • Sat 10-3 
386-310-7070

SHOP ONLINE  ANYTIME AT
www.thesewnquiltco.com

• Kimberbell/OESD Certifi ed Store
• Long Arm Machine Quilting Services

• Beautiful Selection of Batiks
• Classes

God Bless 
America!

7720 N. Wickham Rd. Suite 111
Melbourne, FL 32940    
321-622-8602    quiltsandlace.com
Mon, Wed- Fri 10 - 5 Tues 10 - 7 •Sat 10 - 4

11638 US I •Sebastian, FL 32958
     772-388-1700 

Mon - Fri 9 - 4 • Sat 9 - 3 
sweettimequilting.com

Sweet Time Quilting

is celebrating their

5th Anniversary
MAY 1

Huge Sales with EXTRA Savings 

for Sweet2U Members!

Saturday
June 13
10:30-4:30

at Quilts and Lace
Virtual & In-House

Call to save your seat

Kimberbell Patriotic Parade

BABY LOCK
SPECIAL!

When you purchase the Baby 
Lock Radiance with us you will 
receive exclusive access to the 
Radiance 101 Classes featur-

ing 6 recorded videos with 35+ 
hours of educational content 
taught by Baby Lock experts. 
These classes feature machine 
tutorials, projects, tips/tricks, 

techniques, and more. Available 
with purchase from Quilts and 
Lace & Sweet Time Quilting. 

7720 N. Wickham Rd. Suite 1117720 N. Wickham Rd. Suite 111
Melbourne, FL 32940    Melbourne, FL 32940    
321-622-8602321-622-8602        quiltsandlace.comquiltsandlace.com
Mon, Wed- Fri 10 - 5 Mon, Wed- Fri 10 - 5 Tues 10 - 7 Tues 10 - 7 ••Sat 10 - 4Sat 10 - 4

11638 US I11638 US I11638 US I • • • •Sebastian, FL 32958Sebastian, FL 32958Sebastian, FL 32958
     772-388-1700      772-388-1700 

Mon - Fri 9 - 4 Mon - Fri 9 - 4 •• Sat 9 - 3  Sat 9 - 3 
sweettimequilting.comsweettimequilting.com

Mon, Wed- Fri 10 - 5 Mon, Wed- Fri 10 - 5 Tues 10 - 7 Tues 10 - 7 Sat 10 - 4Sat 10 - 4

ing 6 recorded videos with 35+ 
hours of educational content 
taught by Baby Lock experts. 
These classes feature machine 
tutorials, projects, tips/tricks, 

techniques, and more. Available 
with purchase from Quilts and 
Lace & Sweet Time Quilting. 

Spinning Wheels for Freedom 
by Janet M. Bair 

As the 250th anniversary of  our country draws near, I 
have been contemplating freedom’s cost. Freedom is not 
free.

When the American colonies decided to boycott British 
imports of  tea and cloth, the American women did their 
part. By the 1750’s, a great deal of  cloth was imported 
from Britain.

We read these facts today, but it doesn’t register what 
extra work this would mean for the average mother of  a 
large household.

Making cloth involved many time-consuming tasks such as spinning thread from 
wool or flax and then slowly weaving the threads on a loom. The Patriot leaders called 
upon American women to create cloth locally so that the colonies were no longer 
dependent upon Britain to survive.

Wearing homespun became the patriotic thing to do. Just as women became creative 
in brewing teas made from native plants such as sage, raspberry and strawberry, they 
grew flax and sheared their sheep. Various plants were used to dye thread as well as 
onion skins, nut shells, and bark.

In the late 1760’s and early 1770’s, women got together for spinning bees for 
the cause of  freedom. Each woman would load her spinning wheel into the back 
of  a wagon and go to the appointed gathering spot, usually the minister’s home. 
The women would sit and spin for a whole (farmer’s) day, from dawn to dusk. The 
gatherings often numbered 100 women from all economic backgrounds. Freedom 
from Britain was their united goal. 

It’s no surprise then to know that every scrap of  fabric was cherished and re-used 
and re-worked until it became only small pieces, which were then patched into a quilt. 
The artistry and creativity of  colonial women is to be admired. It makes me wonder 
what American women would do today to help the cause of  freedom.

© Janet M. Bair of  Ansonia, CT. You may contact her at librarybair@hotmail.com
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Greenacres, Port St. Lucie, Tamarac

FULL SERVICE QUILT SHOP 

561-304-7211•  www.QuiltABit.com 
2914 Jog Road, Greenacres, FL 33467 

(NE corner of 10th Ave & Jog Road in Barclay Square Plaza)

Find us on

HOURS:
Mon –Fri 9am to 5pm
Sat 9am to 4pm
Closed Sunday

• Quality Cotton, Beautiful Batiks, Wool, Fat 
Quarters, Kits, Patterns, Books, Notions

• Longarm Quilting Services Available
• Classes in our NEW Larger Classroom
• Come in and see our large (110+) collection 

of Wide Back Fabric

Almost 5,000 Bolts of Cotton and Batik fabrics in stock! Northcott, Studio E, In the Beginning,  Almost 5,000 Bolts of Cotton and Batik fabrics in stock! Northcott, Studio E, In the Beginning,  
Michael Miller, P & B Textiles, Riley Blake, Robert Kaufman,  Michael Miller, P & B Textiles, Riley Blake, Robert Kaufman,  

Quilting Treasures, Andover Fabrics and more!Quilting Treasures, Andover Fabrics and more!

Sign up for our newsletter on our website.

Authorized Dealer of                                        Sewing Machines!Authorized Dealer of                                        Sewing Machines!

Tues–Fri 10am–4pm •  Sat 10am–3pm • pamsfabricnook@gmail.com
www.PamsFabricNook.com

VISIT US AT
9024 S US Hwy 1 • Port St Lucie • 772-800-3019

Crestview

Jacksonville

Leesburg

Melbourne

Ocala
Crystal River

Brooksville Clermont

Port Charlotte

Lakeland
Lutz

Maitland

Dade City

Winter Haven

Greenacres

Sebring

West Melbourne

Plant City

Chiefland

Mount Dora

Lake City Orange Park

Lady Lake

Pensacola

Ozark, AL

Punta Gorda

Keystone Heights

Edgewater

Englewood

Milton

Daytona Beach
Holly Hill

Sebastian

Port St. Lucie

DeLand

DeFuniak Springs

St Peterburg

Marianna

Fruitland Park

Live Oak

Deltona

Fort Walton Beach

Lake Wales

Oxford

Ft Meade

North Fort Myers

Tamarac

Williston

Havana

Florala, AL

BrooksvilleBrooksville............................................ Page 7Page 7
ChieflandChiefland................................................ Page 6Page 6
ClermontClermont.............................................. Page 11Page 11
Crestview........................Page 3Crestview........................Page 3
Crystal RiverCrystal River...................................... Page 6Page 6
Dade CityDade City............................................ Page 12Page 12
Daytona BeachDaytona Beach.......................... Page 20Page 20
DeFuniak SpringsDeFuniak Springs...................... Page 4Page 4
DeLand.........................DeLand...........................Page 10Page 10
DeltonaDeltona.................................................. Page 10Page 10
EdgewaterEdgewater.......................................... Page 20Page 20
EnglewoodEnglewood........................................ Page 18Page 18
Fort MeadeFort Meade...................................... Page 16Page 16
Fort Walton BeachFort Walton Beach.................... Page 3Page 3
Fruitland ParkFruitland Park.................................. Page 7Page 7
GreenacresGreenacres...................................... Page 22Page 22
HavanaHavana...................................................... Page 4Page 4
Holly HillHolly Hill................................................ Page 20Page 20
JacksonvilleJacksonville.................................... Page 19Page 19
Keystone HeightsKeystone Heights........................ Page 5Page 5
Lady LakeLady Lake........................................ Pgs. 7, 9Pgs. 7, 9
Lake CityLake City................................................ Page 5Page 5
Lake WalesLake Wales...................................... Page 16Page 16
LakelandLakeland.............................................. Page 13Page 13
LeesburgLeesburg.................................................. Page 8Page 8
Live OakLive Oak.................................................. Page 5Page 5
LutzLutz.............................................................. Page 15Page 15
MaitlandMaitland.................................................... Page 9Page 9

City Index & Map

MariannaMarianna.................................................. Page 4Page 4
MelbourneMelbourne.......................................... Page 21Page 21
MiltonMilton............................................................ Page 3Page 3
Mount DoraMount Dora.......................................... Page 8Page 8
North Fort MyersNorth Fort Myers.................... Page 18Page 18
OcalaOcala............................................................ Page 6Page 6
Orange ParkOrange Park.................................. Page 19Page 19
OxfordOxford.......................................................... Page 7Page 7
PensacolaPensacola.............................................. Page 3Page 3
Plant CityPlant City............................................ Page 14Page 14
Port CharlottePort Charlotte.............................. Page 18Page 18
Port St. LuciePort St. Lucie................................ Page 22Page 22
Punta GordaPunta Gorda.................................. Page 18Page 18
SebastianSebastian............................................ Page 21Page 21
SebringSebring.................................................. Page 17Page 17
St. PeterburgSt. Peterburg................................ Page 16Page 16
TamaracTamarac................................................ Page 22Page 22
West MelbourneWest Melbourne...................... Page 24 Page 24 
WillistonWilliston.................................................... Page 6Page 6
Winter HavenWinter Haven................................ Page 16Page 16

AlabamaAlabama.................................................. Page 4Page 4

South CarolinaSouth Carolina............................ Page 23Page 23

South Carolina

‘Celebration of Quilts’
JULY 17 & 18

Anderson, South Carolina

Visit andersonscquilters.org or Facebook for event details.
Plan now - Hotel discounts available. Sponsored in part by

Anderson County and City of Anderson ATAX funds.

Anderson Quilt Show

Over 200 quilts, Regional Vendors, Silent Auction, Quilt Giveaways & more!
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The Prickly Fingers and Electric City Quilters Guilds of Anderson, SC, are proud to 
announce the return of the Celebration of Quilts Biennial Quilt Show on Friday, July 17, 
and Saturday, July 18.

This highly anticipated event will showcase the incredible talent of Anderson quilters and 
features vendors, demos, and special shopping opportunities for art enthusiasts of all kinds.

Visit the show at The Civic Center of Anderson; located at the Anderson Sports and 
Entertainment Center, 3027 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., Anderson, SC. Hours Fri. are 
10-5 and Sat.10-4. Admission is $7.00 per person daily, plus applicable taxes and fees.

Attendees will be treated to a spectacular display of over 200 quilts entered into 18 
different categories. You will be welcomed by a stunning collection of quilts by past years 
winners and antique quilts from private collections, as well as the quilts available for 
raffle. A favorite feature of the show is the popular Viewers’ Choice Awards, which allows 
entrants to cast a ballot for their favorite piece in each category. 

A highlight of the show is the Junior Showcase, a special non-voting category that 
shines a light on the works created by talented quilters under the age of 17. Visitors are 
invited to see the exciting creations of the region’s future fiber artists.

Explore and shop with 15 vendors offering a wide array of quilting and sewing sup-
plies. Check out the Book Nook for used quilting magazines and sewing books, and the 
Second-Hand Shop for great deals on new and gently used quilting and sewing notions. 
Find unique, handmade items crafted by guild members in the boutique.

Participate in themed Raffle Baskets ($1 tickets) and a Silent Auction featuring a variety 
of beautiful creations. The Silent Auction will close every two hours to make bidding easier.

Each guild has a full-size quilt to be raffled. Tickets for these quilts will be sold at the 
door and the winners for both will be drawn at the end of the show (winners need not be 
present). Photos of the quilts are available online.

The Prickly Fingers and Electric City Quilters Guilds are deeply committed to phil-
anthropic efforts by making quilts, pillowcases, bags, and Christmas stockings for those 
in need in the Anderson area. The show will feature booths from two key philanthropy 
partners: Quilts of Valor, which creates quilts for veterans, and Project Linus, which 
makes quilts for children. The Guilds extend their sincere thanks to All About Fabrics 
in Williamston for their continued support, along with all other sponsors. The show is 
supported by ATAX Funding provided by the City of Anderson and Anderson County to 
promote tourism and economic development.

Hotel rooms are available at a courtesy discount rate for out-of-town visitors. Infor-
mation is on the website. Please mention the Anderson Area Quilt Show when making 
reservations.

For more information on the show, vendor opportunities, sponsorships, or the quilt 
guilds, please visit andersonscquilters.org. See the ad on this page and let them know you 
read about the show in The Florida Register. 

Celebration of Quilts Returns July 17 & 18

Sewing On-the-Go
Batting Breakdown: Choosing the Right 

Batting for Longevity, Drape and Warmth
By Steve Baker

Batting is the quiet backbone of every quilt - rarely seen, often overlooked and 
yet responsible for how a quilt feels, moves and survives over time.

Two quilts made with the same pattern and fabrics can age very differently. 
One may soften beautifully with use, draping like a well-loved garment. Another 
may feel stiff, lose warmth or break down sooner than expected. When this 
happens, the difference may not be just the fabric or the stitching, it’s the batting.

Choosing the right batting isn’t about finding a universal “best.” It’s about 
understanding how batting affects longevity, drape, warmth and even how a quilt 
performs under the bright lights of a show or competition. When you understand 
these factors, you can choose batting with intention, and that intention shows 
years later.

Batting lives between the quilt top and backing, doing work that is both 
structural and sensory. It influences how a quilt ages, how it responds to washing, 
how it hangs on a wall and how it feels when wrapped around a body. Many 
quilters choose batting out of habit, and while familiarity has its place, thoughtful 
batting choices turn a quilt into something that truly lasts.

Four key factors should guide batting selection: longevity, drape, warmth and 
show performance. Longevity reflects how well a quilt withstands time, use and washing. 
Drape describes how fluidly a quilt folds and moves, an important consideration for bed 
quilts, lap quilts and show quilts alike. Warmth depends not just on thickness, but on 
insulation and breathability. And, for quilts destined for competition, batting plays a major 
role in stitch definition, visual depth and how the quilt hangs under strong lighting.

Cotton batting is a traditional favorite, known for breathability and a classic crinkled 
look that develops over time. It offers excellent stitch definition and works well for 
heirloom, wall and traditional quilts. Polyester batting provides lightweight loft and strong 
warmth, making it ideal for comforters and cold-climate quilts, though it can feel stiffer 
and less breathable over time. Wool batting strikes a beautiful balance, offering natural 
loft, graceful drape, temperature regulation and long-term resilience - making it a favorite 
for bed quilts.

Specialty batts such as bamboo, silk and blends bring additional options. Bamboo offers 
exceptional softness and drape, silk provides luxury with minimal bulk and blended batts 
balance durability and feel. These choices shine when matched thoughtfully to a quilt’s 
purpose.

Before buying batting, it helps to ask one simple question: How do I want this quilt to 
feel ten years from now? That answer often clarifies priorities better than any label.

There is no universally “best” batting, only the batting that best serves the quilt you are 
making. Chosen with intention, batting helps quilts age gracefully, remaining beautiful, 
functional and meaningful for years to come.

Steve Baker is the Director of Marketing at SewEndipitous located at 1093A Albright 
Road in Rock Hill, South Carolina. Visit www.SewEndipitous.com for more information.
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2945 W. New Haven Ave.2945 W. New Haven Ave.
W. Melbourne, FL W. Melbourne, FL  

2 miles east of I-95 on Hwy 192 (exit 180)
321-768-2060321-768-2060

customerservice@sewmuchfun321.com

Mon-Sat 10-6Mon-Sat 10-6
Sun noon-4Sun noon-4

• • Fabrics from Moda, Andover, Fabrics from Moda, Andover, Tilda,Tilda,
Riley Blake, Free Spirit, Wilmington & More!Riley Blake, Free Spirit, Wilmington & More!
• • Threads from: Glide, Aurifi l, and Wonderfi l

• • Long Arm Edge to Edge QuiltingLong Arm Edge to Edge Quilting
• • Repair & Machine ServicesRepair & Machine Services

• • Classes in our NEW ClassroomClasses in our NEW Classroom
• Quilting and Garment Fabrics

• Cork and Decor FabricsCork and Decor Fabrics
• • Rope and BagRope and Bag
Making Supplies

Authorized Dealer/Sewing
Center Service on Site!

SHOP 24/7 Online atSHOP 24/7 Online at
www.SewMuchFun321.comwww.SewMuchFun321.com

Making SuppliesMaking Supplies
Come inCome in
and beand be

INSPIRED!INSPIRED!
“ Summer is here, and it ’s the perfect time 
to get creative! Whether you’re starting a 
new project, adding to your fabric stash, 

or looking for a little inspiration,
Sew Much Fun is here for you. From 

bright, cheerful prints to timeless favorites, 
we’ve got everything you need for your 

next make. Be sure to check out our wide 
variety of classes - there’s something for 
every skill level and every interest - and 
don’t forget our website, where you can 

shop our full selection anytime.
Here’s to a sunny season filled with 

creativity, color, and Sew Much Fun!” 
Happy Sewing, Beth & Kelley

Florida Space Coast ’s Newest and
Largest Quilt & Fabric Shop!Largest Quilt & Fabric Shop!

Threads from: Glide, Aurifi l, and Wonderfi lThreads from: Glide, Aurifi l, and Wonderfi l

Florida Space Coast ’s Newest andFlorida Space Coast ’s Newest and

• • Quilting and Garment FabricsQuilting and Garment Fabrics
• • 


