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May
1-June 30.............USA 250th Birthday Sale at The Rustic Country Barn in New Milford, CT (pg. 12)
13-17......................................................................Celebration of Needlework in Nashua, NH (pg. 7)
16.......... Southford Falls Quilters’ Auction at Immanuel Lutheran Church Hall in Oxford, CT (pg. 12)
19-30................................25th Anniversary Bag Sale at Village Wool in S. Glastonbury, CT (pg. 10)

June
6.............................................Cash & Carry Tent Sale at Bittersweet Hollow in Uxbridge, MA (pg. 5)
6................................................................................... Swansea Quilt Show in Swansea, MA (pg. 8)
18-20.............................Vermont Quilt Show at Doubletree Expo Center in S. Burlington, VT (pg. 7)
20........................ Antiques & Primitive Goods Show at Walker Homestead in Brookfield, MA (pg. 4)

July 
18................................... Glasgow Lands Scottish Festival at Look Park in Northampton, MA (pg. 3)
29-31.......................Bayberry Quilters Quilt Show at Cape Cod Tech School in Harwich, MA (pg. 8)

August
8-9...............................Arts & Crafts Festival at the Plymouth Public Library in Plymouth, MA (pg. 8)

September
26.... Antique Show & Artisan Craft Show on the Historical Lebanon Green in Lebanon, CT (pg. 10)
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July/August events due by June 1
Mail a check for $25 with your event info to the address at the top of  page 2.
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USA
Arizona: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
California: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
Colorado: Jan & Kim Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Falcon, CO 80831-8458, 719-866-8570
Connecticut: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Delaware: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Florida: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Idaho: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Indiana: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Iowa: Linda Glendy, P.O. Box 6, Tama, IA, 52339, 641-751-2619
Kansas: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Maine: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399 
Massachusetts: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Michigan: Leslie Howell, 2875 Dunkirk Dr., Saginaw, MI, 48603, 989-751-8860
Minnesota: Kim & Mickey Keller, 2920 144th Ave. NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304, 763-754-1661
Montana: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Nebraska: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Nevada (N): Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
Nevada (S): Glena Dunn, 4568 Carol Circle, Las Vegas, NV, 89120, 702-523-1803 
New Hampshire: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399
New Jersey: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
New Mexico: Jan & Kim Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Falcon, CO 80831-8458, 719-866-8570
N. Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
North Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Ohio: Barb Moore, P. O. Box 37, Cable, OH, 43009, 937-652-1157
Oregon: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Pennsylvania: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Rhode Island: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
South Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
South Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Vermont: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399
Virginia: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Washington: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
West Virginia: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Wisconsin: Scott & Jennifer Hughes, P. O. Box 276, Altoona, WI, 54720, 715-838-9426
Wyoming: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181

CANADA
Alberta: Marcy Horswill, Suite 114, 919 Centre St. NW, Calgary, AB T2E 2P6, 587-585-3545
British Columbia: Marcy Horswill, Suite 114, 919 Centre St. NW, Calgary, AB T2E 2P6, 587-585-3545
Manitoba & Saskatchewan: Kirby & Colleen Gust, Box 801, White City, SK, S4L 5B1, 306-585-0274
Ontario: Harriet Ramos, 103-575 Lacolle Way, Orleans, ON K2A 5B6, 613-612-8465
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for the consumer who enjoys outstanding shopping and events. 
Look for the paper in your travels or for the current issue online. 

For additional information, visit www.countryregister.com

Phone: 

Hours:  

(413) 301 - 9656

Mon-Fri 10am-5pm Sat  10am-3pm

Address 2005 Riverdale St.

     West Springfield, MA 01089

sewingwithparsons@yahoo.com

https://sewingwithparsons.com/

Specializing in:
• Sewing machine sales and service

• Sewing and quilting classes

• Machine embroidery classes

Present this ad for 
a Free Gift with 

Purchase

Welcome to sunny May and June. We hope you enjoy getting out to visit 
the shops advertising in this issue or shop with them online. 

The May/June time-
frame seems to be full of 
gift giving events: Moth-
er’s Day, Father’s Day, 
graduations, weddings, 
teacher gifts, and the list 
goes on. Please remember 
to visit the shops adver-
tising in this issue so the 
shop owners can help you find that perfect gift for your special someone 
(and don’t forget a gift for yourself – while you are shopping). Or if you 
can’t decide what to give, most of the advertising shops offer gift cards. So 
spread the news of your favorite shop by giving a gift card. 

Remember that the businesses advertising with us this issue and every 
issue need your support! Whether it’s shopping in person or online order-
ing – please shop local and let them know you read about them in our 
publication please. Our publication exists because the shop owners have 
placed ads. We want to thank you, our readers, for being loyal readers and 
shoppers. We also want to thank our advertisers who continue to make this 
paper possible. 

If you know of a great shop that isn’t advertising with us, but should be, 
please email pauline@theregisterweb.com with that shop’s name, phone 
number and address so we can send them a copy of the paper. Also please 
visit our Facebook page and become a fan! We frequently post updates on 
shops and other tidbits of information.

Rachel has made several trips home over the last couple of months (it 
has been fun to have her here). She stays very busy with work but has a 
great flexible schedule so she gets to travel often. Grace will be finishing 
her junior year at UGA! Can’t believe she will be a senior this Fall. She 
has a summer internship lined up at a PR firm in Atlanta and several sum-
mer trips planned as well. 

Thank you for reading this issue. Feel free to pick up a second copy 
and share it with a friend. Our July/August issue will be out in late June/
early July – just in time for you to take that issue with you visiting shops 
throughout the summer. 

Happy May & June to you and enjoy using our publication as your guide 
to the best shopping and events. Enjoy Shopping!

Would your group or guild like 
to receive FREE COPIES  

of each issue of 
The Country Register?

Just send an email to 
ads@TheRegisterWeb.com
or call 1-866-825-9217

Let us know how many copies (25 minimum)  
and a street shipping address.

Shows & Events

We’re your one-stop shopping
store carrying everything you need!

Fabric - Notions - Classes
Long Arm Services

162 College Hwy - Southampton, MA
Tues-Fri 10-5 & Sat 10-1 (Closed Sat. June-a� er Labor Day)

413-203-6100   www.yellowquiltshop.com

Classes Beginning! See website for details.
New Fabric Every Month. Stop In & Check It Out!

Visit www.facebook.com/TheCountryRegisterofCTMARI  

Reader  Shares!

Shared by readers Ken and Barbara 
of Hubbardston, MA

My wife is an excellent quilter. My hobby is    
Mosaics.  I liked one of my wife’s quilts so much 
I decided to make it out of glass. Here is a picture 
of her quilt and another picture of the glass ver-
sion. 
Since then I have completed a couple more 

Glass Quilts (one pictured below).  
The glass work took around 120 hours to com-

plete, and is approximately 50 X 70 Inches. The 
glass is 3/4” Vitreous Mosaic Glass.
We thought this might be an interesting twist on 

a traditional quilt for your publication.

Finished Project!

Glasgow Lands Scottish FestivalGlasgow Lands Scottish Festival
Saturday, July 18, 2026 • www.glasgowlands.org

Look Park, Northampton, MA 01062

Celebrating 

31 Years
For information e-mail: glasgowlands@hotmail.com or call 

Laurie at 413-862-8095 or Peter at 413-505-9086

On Stage
Albannach 

Seven Nations
Haggis X-1
Pipe Dream

Pipe & Band, Drum Major, Athletic Competitions
Weavers & Harpers  • Highland Dance Competition

Children’s Games & Water Spray Park
Scottish Imports & Food

Celtic Pub - Beer, Wine & Mead • Whisky Tasting
Animals of Scotland

Rain or Shine • Free Parking 
Hours: 9 am to 5 pm • Music til 8:30 pm

Can You Find This Ad?

My Name
Page #:Advertiser’s Name

One person will be drawn from the correct entries to be named as the winner in next issue.

Pictured in the magnifying glass is a 
small portion of one of our ads. 
Can you find the ad that it came from?
If so, fill in the form below and send it 
to us at: PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 
30028 or email the info below to 
canyoufindthis@theregisterweb.com

My City and State
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Brookfield, Spencer, West Brookfield - MA Blackstone, Dudley, Uxbridge - MA 

4 Northwest Road ~ Spencer, MA 01562 ~ 508-885-49584 Northwest Road ~ Spencer, MA 01562 ~ 508-885-4958
We are 15 minutes away from Sturbridge, MassachusettsWe are 15 minutes away from Sturbridge, Massachusetts

Shop Hours: Fri-Sat 10am–4pm ~ Sun. 12pm–4pm or by appt.

Primitive Thymes
Purveyor of all that is Primitive

4 Northwest Road ~ Spencer, MA 01562 ~ 508-885-4958
We are 15 minutes away from Sturbridge, Massachusetts

Fri. 10am–4pm ~ Sat. 10am–4pm ~ Sun. 12pm–4pm or by appointment.

Primitive Thymes is located within my Circa 1871 Homestead.  
Envelope yourself in a SIMPLER THYME...soft music plays, candles 
glow and you are treated to a welcoming atmosphere like no other.

I pride myself on selling handmade in USA, true primitive  
design products. You can purchase bedding, curtains, lighting, 

linens, candles, antiques and country pieces, cupboards,  
and much more.

Located within my Circa 1871 Homestead: envelope yourself in a 
SIMPLER THYME...soft music plays, candles glow and you are treated 

to a welcoming atmosphere like no other. 
Handmade in USA, true primitive design products. 

508-949-9095

Fabrics • Yarn • Notions • Books • Pa� erns • Classes

Open
Tuesday–Friday

10am–4pm
Saturday

10am–3pm
Best to call ahead

Find us on 
Facebook at 

Quilter’s Lo�  
LLC

26 Mill Rd 
Dudley, MA  

508-949-9095

The

Quilters
Loft ,LLC

Fabrics W Yarn W Notions W Books W Patterns W Classes

Open
Tuesday–Friday 

10am–4pm
Saturday 

10am–3pm
Best to call ahead

Find us on  
Facebook at  

Quilter’s Loft 
LLC

26 Mill Rd 
Dudley, MA  

Find us on FacebookFind us on Facebook

Our shop is filled with
Garden Decor, Decorative Bird Houses,

Primitive Pictures, Baskets, Flowers,
Tea-Stained Flags & Buntings, Accent Lighting, 
Woven Coverlets, Shower Curtains & Textiles,

Small Primitive Furniture & Accents,
Candles & Tarts from 1803 Soy, The Primitive Keeper 
& Black Crow and One-of-a-kind Handmade Items.  

Plus all your Everyday Decorating Necessities. 
Also offering Small Antiques and Primitive Wares.

Cash & Carry Tent Sale June 6
508-278-0909

107 S. Main Street (Rt. 122) • Uxbridge, MA 01569
Hours: Wed–Sat 10am to 4pm • Sun 12pm to 4pm
Summer Hours begin June 1st: Wed–Sat 10am to 4pm

Spinning Wheels for Freedom 
by Janet M. Bair 

As the 250th anniversary of  our country draws near, I 
have been contemplating freedom’s cost. Freedom is not 
free.

When the American colonies decided to boycott British 
imports of  tea and cloth, the American women did their 
part. By the 1750’s, a great deal of  cloth was imported 
from Britain.

We read these facts today, but it doesn’t register what 
extra work this would mean for the average mother of  a 
large household.

Making cloth involved many time-consuming tasks such as spinning thread from 
wool or flax and then slowly weaving the threads on a loom. The Patriot leaders called 
upon American women to create cloth locally so that the colonies were no longer 
dependent upon Britain to survive.

Wearing homespun became the patriotic thing to do. Just as women became creative 
in brewing teas made from native plants such as sage, raspberry and strawberry, they 
grew flax and sheared their sheep. Various plants were used to dye thread as well as 
onion skins, nut shells, and bark.

In the late 1760’s and early 1770’s, women got together for spinning bees for 
the cause of  freedom. Each woman would load her spinning wheel into the back 
of  a wagon and go to the appointed gathering spot, usually the minister’s home. 
The women would sit and spin for a whole (farmer’s) day, from dawn to dusk. The 
gatherings often numbered 100 women from all economic backgrounds. Freedom 
from Britain was their united goal. 

It’s no surprise then to know that every scrap of  fabric was cherished and re-used 
and re-worked until it became only small pieces, which were then patched into a quilt. 
The artistry and creativity of  colonial women is to be admired. It makes me wonder 
what American women would do today to help the cause of  freedom.

© Janet M. Bair of  Ansonia, CT. You may contact her at librarybair@hotmail.com

Sewing On-the-Go
Batting Breakdown: Choosing the Right 

Batting for Longevity, Drape and Warmth
By Steve Baker

Batting is the quiet backbone of every quilt - rarely seen, often overlooked and 
yet responsible for how a quilt feels, moves and survives over time.

Two quilts made with the same pattern and fabrics can age very differently. 
One may soften beautifully with use, draping like a well-loved garment. Another 
may feel stiff, lose warmth or break down sooner than expected. When this 
happens, the difference may not be just the fabric or the stitching, it’s the batting.

Choosing the right batting isn’t about finding a universal “best.” It’s about 
understanding how batting affects longevity, drape, warmth and even how a quilt 
performs under the bright lights of a show or competition. When you understand 
these factors, you can choose batting with intention, and that intention shows 
years later.

Batting lives between the quilt top and backing, doing work that is both 
structural and sensory. It influences how a quilt ages, how it responds to washing, 
how it hangs on a wall and how it feels when wrapped around a body. Many 
quilters choose batting out of habit, and while familiarity has its place, thoughtful 
batting choices turn a quilt into something that truly lasts.

Four key factors should guide batting selection: longevity, drape, warmth and 
show performance. Longevity reflects how well a quilt withstands time, use and washing. 
Drape describes how fluidly a quilt folds and moves, an important consideration for bed 
quilts, lap quilts and show quilts alike. Warmth depends not just on thickness, but on 
insulation and breathability. And, for quilts destined for competition, batting plays a major 
role in stitch definition, visual depth and how the quilt hangs under strong lighting.

Cotton batting is a traditional favorite, known for breathability and a classic crinkled 
look that develops over time. It offers excellent stitch definition and works well for 
heirloom, wall and traditional quilts. Polyester batting provides lightweight loft and strong 
warmth, making it ideal for comforters and cold-climate quilts, though it can feel stiffer 
and less breathable over time. Wool batting strikes a beautiful balance, offering natural 
loft, graceful drape, temperature regulation and long-term resilience - making it a favorite 
for bed quilts.

Specialty batts such as bamboo, silk and blends bring additional options. Bamboo offers 
exceptional softness and drape, silk provides luxury with minimal bulk and blended batts 
balance durability and feel. These choices shine when matched thoughtfully to a quilt’s 
purpose.

Before buying batting, it helps to ask one simple question: How do I want this quilt to 
feel ten years from now? That answer often clarifies priorities better than any label.

There is no universally “best” batting, only the batting that best serves the quilt you are 
making. Chosen with intention, batting helps quilts age gracefully, remaining beautiful, 
functional and meaningful for years to come.

Steve Baker is the Director of Marketing at SewEndipitous located at 1093A Albright 
Road in Rock Hill, South Carolina. Visit www.SewEndipitous.com for more information.

Attract Backyard Birds with 
the Right Seeds

(Family Features) While almost all bird seed may look 
pretty much the same to you, it doesn’t to the birds you’re 
feeding. Knowing what kinds of  seeds different birds like 
can help you attract a variety of  fine feathered friends to 
your feeders.

Consider these popular seed types and the common 
backyard birds they attract:
Sunflower – Black sunflower seeds attract blue jays, goldfinches, woodpeckers, 

purple finches, chickadees, titmice and nuthatches. Striped sunflower seeds appeal 
to chickadees, doves, grosbeaks, northern cardinals, nuthatches, titmice and 
woodpeckers. Sunflower hearts (also known as “hulled sunflower” and “sunflower 
chips”) attract chickadees, common redpolls, juncos, doves, finches, goldfinches, 
grosbeaks, nuthatches, pine siskins, titmice and woodpeckers.

Nyjer – These lightweight, tiny seeds are a favorite of goldfinches. Put nyjer seeds 
in a hanging feeder with tiny holes so the small seeds won’t get blown away. Nyjer also 
attracts redpolls, juncos, doves, indigo bunting and pine siskin.
Safflower – These white seeds are slightly smaller than black sunflower seeds. 

Because they are bitter, grackles, blue jays, starlings – and squirrels – don’t like 
them. However, they do attract doves, purple finches, chickadees, titmice and downy 
woodpeckers.

White millet – Good for scattering on the ground, white millet attracts ground 
feeders such as juncos, sparrows, indigo buntings, towhees and mourning doves.

Cracked corn – Popular with ground feeders, cracked corn appeals to doves, 
crows, jays, sparrows, juncos and towhees. Avoid getting finely cracked corn as it’s 
vulnerable to rot and can quickly turn to mush.

When choosing a bird seed mix, pay attention to the ingredients list on the package. 
Bird seed is required by law to list ingredients in order of  content. Some cheaper 
mixes have filler seeds such as wheat, red milo, red millet or “assorted grain products.” 
Most backyard birds won’t eat those, and your seed mix could end up wasted on the 
ground.

Learn more about making your backyard an oasis for birds of all kinds at eLivingtoday.com. 
Photo courtesy of Unsplash

Wit & Wisdom
    by Cheryl Potts

Since I’ve retired, I’m busier now than when I was working full-time! I guess that’s 
a familiar saying among us retirees, or as we are lovingly called, “elderberries.”

Not only do we get to enjoy our leisure and try new creative endeavors but we can 
join groups such as “Senior Stretch-n-go”, “Slow-mo Quilting”, and “Scrapbooking 
Senility”, as well as going out to lunch once or twice a week with senior friends.

However, squeezed into my creative groups and lunch dates are many important 
outings a few times a month.  I’ve met some very interesting people in my travels to 
the “Oligists” and “Scopies”. For example, last week I met with my cardiologist to 
make sure my heart was pumping properly and saw my blips on a screen.  Of  course, 
I sat in a massage chair, reading a four-year-old magazine, waiting a half  an hour, while 
the nurse consulted the radiologist for my test results.  The massage was wonderful.  I 
ordered one on my phone while waiting.

Next week, I go to my dermatologist to get my skin tags, age spots, lumps and bumps 
examined.  For this one, I have to completely disrobe while trying not to make eye 
contact with the doctor!  Thank goodness, the office staff  are all females!

Next month, I go to the ophthalmologist for my yearly exam. There’s nothing worse 
than that “puffer” machine!  It makes you blink excessively, mentally trying to avoid the 
puff  of  air into your eye, which makes you endure it  five more times before getting 
a successful reading! Then I’m blinking uncontrollably for the rest of  the eye exam. 
Whoever came up with that test should be scrutin-eyzed!

Part of  my yearly visitations is the dentalogist (new word- why not). Got to keep 
up with my teeth cleanings and scheduled x-rays to keep the pearly-whites gleaming. 
That’s probably the most relaxing of  all the doctor visitations. 

However, the worst has got to be the colonoscopy! You might be scheduled every 
3-5 years, depending what they find up your...body part. In the old days, doctors would 
ask if  you wanted to watch the exam on the TV screen. At least if  I fainted, I’d be on 
the table already. Who in their right mind would want to watch that disgusting movie? 
I don’t even watch medical shows on regular TV!

Suffice it to say, elderberries have no life of  their own after retirement, because of  
the many necessary, monthly doctor appointments. I’m busy enough with my regularly 
scheduled lunch dates, social groups and grandchildren visitations there’s barely time 
for doctor appointments. Sometimes there’s 2-3 activities in one day!  My children 
come home, look at my calendar and my full schedule and ask me, “Mom, why did you 
retire?”  I say, “I guess after teaching for 30 years I wanted to try something different.”  

“Retirement is that marvelous time of  life when the sun rises and you don’t.”
“Retirement is when you get out of  the shower and you’re glad the mirror is fogged up.”
Isaiah 40:31 says, “but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They 

will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not 
be faint.”  Thank you, Lord.

-In the early 1990’s four Christian friends, with a shared interest in writing, began meeting once 
a month to learn the writing trade. The four were each active in their various churches. As part 

of  an outreach ministry, they decided to write an inspirational newspaper column as a way to 
reach a wider, and perhaps mostly secular, audience.  

Contact the authors at: witandwisdomwriters@gmail.com

Retired and Tired

Frugal Gardening Tips and Tricks
Gardening can be a simple way to beautify your yard, relieve stress and save money 

on your grocery bill, but like any hobby, you can get carried away buying necessary 
equipment.

Fun, frugal and environmentally friendly, these tricks can help you create a cost-
effective garden:

1. Use a yardstick and permanent marker to mark inches and feet on the handle 
of your rake, shovel or hoe. The next time you plant, simply lay the marked 
handle along the row to create perfectly spaced holes for seeds.

2. Line the bottom of a clay pot with a coffee filter to keep soil from leaking out 
the bottom.

3. Use empty plastic water bottles or clear milk jugs to fill the bottom of large 
pots. They reduce the weight of the pot and require less soil to fill.

4. To test your seeds to see if they are still viable for this planting season, place 
a wet paper towel inside a zip-top bag, drop in 3-4 seeds and wait a week 
to see if anything grows.

5. One way to help prevent weeds is lining your garden with a layer of newspaper. 
Just top two or three sheets of newsprint with a layer of pine needles, grass 
clippings or dried leaves for an eco-friendly and inexpensive weed barrier.

6. Keep gardening twine handy. Nail a funnel to your potting bench with the 
spout pointing downward, feed the twine through and your string will never 
go missing. For a more portable solution, place a ball of twine inside a 
canning jar, make a hole in the lid and feed the end of the twine through the 
hole. Now, you can take twine anywhere, tangle-free.

7. There is no need to buy expensive potting systems for starting seedlings. 
Place several cardboard toilet paper rolls inside a clean plastic clamshell, like 
those used for premade salads. Fill each cardboard tube with potting soil and 
plant. Once your seedlings grow too tall for the clamshell, simply tear off the 
top lid.

Find more ideas for creating a garden without spending 
a bundle at http://www.elivingtoday.com Source: Family Features.com

Country • Primitive Decorative 
Decor and a Whole Lot More!

129 Main Street (Rt. 122)
Blackstone, MA • 508-876-8900

Wed–Fri 10–5 
Sat 10-4 • Sun 12–4

Closed Mother’s Day, May 10 
and Father’s Day,  June 15 

The shop is blooming with gifts 
and decor for your home and 

garden featuring -  
Mother’s Day Gifts • Americana

Garden Flags & Birdhouses • Candles, 
Lanterns & Lamps • Curtains & 

Textiles • Prints & Signs 
We Proudly Carry Handmade Items 

by Local Artisans and 
Made in America Merchandise!

The Tole BooTh
Treasures for the Home, from the Heart

An eclectic mix of Home Decor to include Primitive, Antiques & Textiles. 
We also carry Old Village Paints, Black Crow Candles & Upholstered Furniture.

7 Depot St. • Uxbridge, MA 01569 • 508-779-0149
Find us on Facebook: Primitive Goods Supply • Hours: Thur–Sun 10am to 5pm

Spring is Here and Mother’s Day is around the corner. 
New Items Arriving Daily!

Primitive GoodsPrimitive Goods

Welcome to our New Location -- Opening May 1st
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Lunenburg, Mendon, Sudbury - MA New Hampshire and Vermont

JEFFREY’S JEFFREY’S 
ANTIQUE CO-OP MALL

(978) 582-7831                    .        
www.Je� reysantiquecoopmall.com

62 Chase Rd, Lunenburg, MA 01462

Over 150+ Dealers!
Come in and browse through this 
friendly & relaxed shop, o� ering 

the most eclectic and ever changing 
inventory of antiques & collectibles.  

Come in and � nd that unique antique.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
M, T, Th, F 10-3; W 10-7; S-S 10-4

(978) 582-7831                    .        

Visit us for lunch, dinner or 
stay the weekend and indulge yourself in colonial bliss. 

Toll Free Phone: 1-866-825-9217  
ads@countryregisteronline.com 

Take advantage of our 3 Issue Special, 
where your third ad is 1/2 price!

www.theregisterweb.com

Shop owners, we can 
bring you new customers!

With Targeted, Effective & 
Affordable Advertising...

The Country Register Works!
Why do people love our paper? A few reasons:

–	 Variety of shopping advertised allows paper to appeal to a 

	 large number of people with  multiple and varied interests. Allowing 

	 you to reach new customers.

– NO NEWS! We print recipes, “feel good” articles, articles about the  
products you sell, and features on advertising shops.

	 – Beautiful full color artwork on covers 	

	 – Organized geographically allowing shops to be found easily  

	 – It’s Free at tourism centers, shows, and advertising shops  
    (results in repeat visits to your shop)

Jul/Aug Issue   Ad Deadline: June 1

������������������������

����������������

���������������

������� ����� ������ ��� ���� ����

���������������
����� ��������������
	����

����
�������� ���

�������
�����������


�������
� ��� ���� ������� ��

��� ����

����
����������
����������

�����
��������

��������
���������������������������������

����� ��
� 
��������������� �������� �

������������������������
��������������

������
����
���
�
������������������������

�� ���������
��
�����
����
������������

���������������� ������ ��
� ���
� �

�������
������ � ��
����� ���� ������ �
��� �

��������
�������� �����������������
�����

������
��������	��
��­­�����������	���
�
	�

��������
�������
�����������
���
�����

�����
� �� � ������� �

� ����������� �����

��������������������	�������������������

�

� �������� �� � ���� �������� 
�����	�

��
������
�

������ �������
�������������������������

����������������

�������������

��
����

�������������

�����������������
��������������������
����

	����������������������������������	������

��������������
����������	�	���
�
�


���������������
�������������
�

�
�������������

�����	��������
�����

��	��

����
������������������������

������������	�
����������

�������
�����
�������

�����������

������

�����������
������

�����������
�������

���������
�������
���
������������

��� �
����������������������������

����������
����
����� �����

�����
��

���������������

��
�����������������������
�


���������
���
������

���������
���
������������

���������
��
���
������������
��

���������������������������������

�������
���

 
� ������� ������ �������
� ��

������������� ������ ������� ����

�����������

���������������
�����������

���
�� ��� ����� ��� ����� ������������

���
� ������ ����� �
� ������ ������� �



���������
�����
�������
���������
�����

����������������������
������������
�������

�
�����
����	���������
����������������

�����
����������
���� ���
������������

�
� ��	��� ����� �

� ���
� �����������

����
������������������
�������������

�

����������������������	�������
��

������������
�������
�������
��������

���	������
����������������
�����������

�����������
���
����������
������������

�

�����������
�������������
�������

�� � �������� ��	������� �����
�� �

�� ��


�����
�� ������ ��������� ����� �
� �����

����������� �����
�����
�� 
��­­�������

���������������� ����������	��� ��

�����
���

����������������������

������������
����
�	

����
����

���	������
�������
������

�������������

����

�����
�������

������������
����
�����������
�

������������
��

�����������
���
������

������	�
�������

�����
���
������������
��

�������
�����
��������������
�


���������
���
������������

��������������
�����	

�������
�� ���	���� �
��������
��

�����
�� ����
��� ���� ����

����������������
����� ������������



�����
�������������������������������

�����������
��
�
����������
���������


������
�����������
���	�
��
�������	�

�����
�
�� ��� ���	���� �
��������
��

�����������	��������
���������������



����������
����
������
���
�������

�����
�����������������������������

�
���
��������������

����������
�����	�

�����
�������������

�
�����������	

���
��
�
��������
������������������

���
�����
��� �����
�����  � ���	�
�

��������������
������������
��������

����
�������������������������������

�����	�
����������

������������
�����������������
����

������������­��
��������


�����������������

�����������

�����������
�������

 
��������������
������������������



������������­��
��������
��������������

������������
��������
������

��������



����������
�� ����� ���������������
���

�����
���������������������
����
���
����

��
���� ���������	�� �
������
�� ���� �

��
������������
��������
����������������

������
�������������������
�������������

���������������������

����
��������


����������������������
��������������


������������
�����	�������������������

�����������

���������������������

������
�����

����������
����
���

��������
����������
�����������������



�����  � ��������� ����������� ����

��������

���

������������
�������������

����
�� ����� ���� �
������
��
�� ��
�

������� ���������
���� ����� ���
���� ��
��

�������

������
���
��������� ������
���

����������� ������������������
�����������

���
��������������

����

� �������������

�������
�����������������
���
�
����������

������

������������������������������
���
������

����
������������������

����

��

�����

���
��� ���	������
��������
����	����� ����������
�
���������������
������
��
������
������

��������� �

� ����� �

� ��
�
���  �������� ��� �����������  ����
������ �����������
�� ������

�
�����
�����������������������
� ����������������������� �����������
����������������

��������
������
�����������
�������� ����������
����
��
����
��� ����
����������
��


������
�������������������
��������� �������
�

 �����
�
����

�
��

����
��
�����
��������

������������������ �����	����
���
����

��
���

������������� ������
�
�����
��
�����
������������������������������
��¡��

�����
��������������������������������������
�������������� �����
��������

��¢���

�
�

�
�������­���� �����������������������
��
�������������

���������
�

�����������������
�����
��

��������
��������

�������������������
������
���������

��������������������������

��������
���

���������������
�

���
����
��������	���������� ��	���������	��
�������������� �������
�������­����	���	��

���������	����
���
�������������������������������������

�������
	�������������������	������
��

�������	�����

������������

����	���������	��
������
���������������	�������	��
�������
��

���
����
��	�����������������	�����
�
���

��������������������������������������

������
���
��������������
������������


������������������������������������

������
�	����������������
���
������

����������������
�������������������

���������������������
���������������

�������������������
������


������������������������
���

����������������������������������
������������
�����	�

��
���������
��
������
���������������������������������
���

MMaayy 1133--1177,, 22002266 

OF NEEDLEWORK
NNaasshhuuaa,, NNeeww HHaammppsshhiirree 

The oldest continuously running needle art show in the US!

wwwwww..cceelleebbrraattiioonnooffnnww..ccoomm 
wwwwww..ffaacceebbooookk..ccoomm//cceelleebbrraattiioonnooffnneeeeddlleewwoorrkk 

Cowgirl Poet, Quilter, Entertainer 
            Yvonne Hollenbeck 

 

Pieces of the Past

As time goes marching forward, and it marches oh so fast, 
it seems that only memories are all we have that last. 

They may be of a loved one, or a special time or place, 
or remnants of a wedding dress, some ribbons and some lace.  

The chair where mother used to sit and rock her babes at night, 
or piece a quilt to keep them warm, and all by oil light. 
The photographs of people that we didn’t even know, 

that have preserved a precious glimpse of life from long ago.  
So standing on the edge of life, we oft look back and see 

reminders of the days gone past and how things used to be. 
We cherish all these tokens made from want and made from will, 

and miss the hands that held them once, voices forever still.  
We’ll treasure that old patchwork quilt that once was on our bed, 

and keep around a few good books that some loved one has read. 
And it could never matter just how fine new dishes are, 

…they never could compare to grandma’s good old cookie jar.  
We know we can’t retrace our steps and live our lives again, 

but we can cling to treasurers ‘cause that’s all that will remain. 
For all we have are memories, as long as they will last, 

in things we cherish most of all ... these pieces of the past.

Writing From Life 
by Jeanette Lukowski  

Road Trip Season  
This might make me sound silly, but while many 

people were spending the grey and somewhat 
gloomy days of January and February packing up 
and putting away the remains of their December holidays, I’m was thinking 
about where to travel during the upcoming summer months. 

Perhaps this pattern began when I was a child, when my mother would drive 
us the five-hundred-plus miles to visit her parents, siblings, and a variety of  
cousins. If we were lucky, we made the drive two times a year—for winter holi-
day weekends, and the week-long summer vacation—but while the winter 
drives included my father, summers were most often reserved for my older 
sister, my mother, and I. 

When my sister was in high school, there were additional drives to explore 
out-of-state colleges added; after my sister headed off to college, the summer 
drives naturally shifted more to just me and my mother in the car. Life sure 
looked different in the front seat than it had all of those years in the back!  

Then, the magical year of holding a driver’s permit arrived. What glorious   
adventures those five-hundred-plus miles became! The open road of interstate 
highways when my mother would drift off into a light nap in the passenger 
seat…I had never felt such freedom. Were those the moments when the passion 
for summer road trips was ignited?  

Choosing a career as a teacher was decided by life’s circumstances rather 
than the summer months of “unemployment,” but I quickly learned to appreciate 
them. I began by planning little day trips the kids and I could take to places like 
zoos or historical farms which provided educational experiences for visitors; as 
the children got older, I planned other scenic drives which included a night or 
two in hotels, adding evening swims in the hotel pool to our trips focused on  
dinosaur digs and Girl Scout badge checklists. After my mother retired, she 
would join us as we headed to destinations such as Mount Rushmore—or job 
interviews I was offered in other states—but the drive my kids and I took to the 
Grand Canyon was part of a weekend birthday-gift-to-myself trek. 

It’s impossible for me to calculate all of the miles I’ve driven a car because, 
for me, the “prize” has been the scenery I’ve seen along the way. Last month, 
for instance, as my now grown son drove me in his car’s passenger seat to my 
mother’s burial (she purchased the plot years before her retirement—and sub-
sequent move to be closer to her grandchildren), what did I spy on the inter-
state as we neared Madison, Wisconsin? None other than the Oscar Meyer 
Wienermobile! No kidding.  

Reaching the Spring Equinox in March, my thoughts naturally turned towards 
summer road-tripping season. Where might I go? I admit to feeling a bit more 
apprehensive about driving by myself the older I get, but to stay home all 
summer?   
© Jeanette Lukowski 2026. Jeanette is a mother, grandmother, teacher, and author who lives in Alesandria, 

MN. She is inspired by the lives of strong women. Her email address is: writingfromlife@yahoo.com

Order Yvonne’s new book, “A Stitch in Rhyme” at 
www.yvonnehollenbeck.com — just $15 + $3.50 postage.  

 
© Yvonne Hollenbeck; 2025  

Yvonne Hollenbeck, from Clearfield, SD,  performs her original poetry throughout the United States, capti-
vating audiences in her wake.  She is one of the most published cowgirl poets in the West and is not only a 

popular banquet and civic entertainer, but also co-writes songs with many western entertainers. Yvonne 
also pens a weekly column in the “Farmer-Rancher Exchange” and writes articles about life in rural America 

in various publications throughout the West. For more information, visit 
https://www.yvonnehollenbeck.com
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They Make this Paper Possible

Thank the  Advertisers

Decorating, Entertaining and 
Living in the Early American Style by Annice Rockwell

Soulful Spaces
As spring comes into full bloom, our yards become abundant with life. Our landscape 

becomes filled with green more and more each day. Our lawns are transformed and vibrant. 
The trees that line our country property are showing signs of  increased vitality. Our peren-
nial gardens seem to beckon us to enjoy some time getting back to a task we love—nurturing 
the herbs and flowers that have become a soulful part of  what we call home.

With temperatures gently warming and daylight hours stretching out before us, this time 
of  year is indeed a blessing. Spring is the ideal time to tackle some of  the tasks we have 
planned all winter long. Whether it is mending our Williamsburg-style fence or putting a 
fresh coat of  paint on our batten doors, spring often affords us both the weather and the 
motivation to bring our ideas to life. And at the end of  the day, after all of  the hard work, 
the satisfaction felt as you look upon the fresh improvements will be a sweet, welcomed 
reward to be enjoyed all season long.
Creating Interest and Delight

Preparing and decorating our outdoor spaces is time well spent. As we sip our early morn-
ing coffee on our stone patio on one of  the first warm mornings, we may come up with 
special country touches that will add interest and delight to our outdoor spaces. Woven bee 
skeps are a signature country motif  that can be put on a large, seasoned stump or tall post 
as a focal point to enjoy. Country accents like tall, colorful birdhouses can be hung against 
the backdrop of  a primitive fence to add color amongst the growing herbs. A sundial can be 
mounted on a hand-hewn post to become a central image in the kitchen clipping garden.

When it comes time to harvest our first batches of  tender herbs, there is nothing like 
bringing out our sturdy, splint gathering backets to assist in this joyful country task. As we 
gather, bind, and hang our first bundles of  sage, sweet marjoram, and lemon balm, we are 
easily inspired, for this is only the beginning. Our gardens, whether culinary, medicinal, or 
decorative will serve us well with our generous care. And in exchange for our efforts our 
reward will be a feeling of  true peace that comes with deep connection. 
Honoring True Beauty

This season take time to savor the simple yet significant gifts of  spring. Delight in being 
surrounded by true moments of  beauty—like the unexpected return of  your first hum-
mingbird, or the vibrant first blooms of  the lilac bush that graced your front stepstone for 
generations. Take comfort in knowing that these reminders will always be around us if  we 
take the time to honor them.

-- © Annice Bradley Rockwell is an educator and owner of  Pomfret Antiques. She is currently 
working on her book, New England Girl. NewEnglandGirl2012@hotmail.com

Become Inspired
5 Hastings St. • Mendon, MA

M-F: 10-4, Sat: 10-5  • 508-634-2276

348 Boston Post Rd. • Sudbury, MA
W-F: 10-3, Sat: 11-4 • 978-443-3404

The Book Cafe &  Food Trailer
7 Hastings St. • Mendon, MA

T-F: 9-2, Sat: 10-4
The Blessing Barns are non-profi t second 

hand shops operating for the simple purpose 
of providing a fi nancial resource to the 
programs of Compassion New England.

We believe in local need & local aid. www.theblessingbarn.com

HOME STORE • APPAREL • ANTIQUES • BARGAIN BASEMENT • CAFE
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Coventry, Greenville, Mapleville, North Scituate, Westerly - RIHarwich, Harwich Port, Plymouth, 
Sandwich, Seekonk, Swansea - MA

Plan to attend the 7TH ANNUAL

Incredible works of art by over 70 artists
Refreshments • Entertainment & More

For more information, call Bill Petrillo 
at 774-766-7689

AT PLYMOUTH PUBLIC LIBRARY•132 SOUTH ST

Sat., Aug. 8 and Sun., Aug. 9 • 10am–4pm

Juried Arts & Crafts Festival

Patriotic ªOutdoor Lanterns ªWreaths
Soy Candles & Melts ª  Lamps 

Linens ª  & So Much More!
299 Fall River Avenue ªSeekonk, MA 02771

 508-336-0488 
Hours: Tue–Sat 10am to 5pm 

Summer Hours Beginning June 2: Wed-Sat 10-4
Layaway & Gift Certificates Available

Like us on Facebook!

Personal Touch
Country Shoppe

Unique Gifts and Indulgences
Vintage Style & Country Accessories

171 Danielson Pike • North Scituate, RI 02857
www.bittersweetandivy.com    401-647-2900

New Items Arriving Daily!
Gift Certificates are always available.

Shop will be closed for awhile while I’m 
recovering from surgery. Please check 
social media pages for current hours.

Shop Your Full Line Craft Supplier

WOOD ITEMS
& MORE

Over 30 Years with Maureen & Bob     (401) 949-3550 
576 Putnam Pike • Greenville, RI  02828

At the intersection of Putnam Pike (Rte. 44) and Rte. 116
Tue-Sat 10-5; Evening Hours: Tues, Wed, � urs 6:30-9

wooditemsandmore@verizon.net        100th Anniversary of the Building

At the intersection of Putnam Pike (Rte. 44) and Rte. 116

Custom Orders
Always Welcome

15% OFF 
ONE 

ITEM
One coupon per person 

Expires 6/30/2026

Primitive Country Decor • Indoor & Outdoor
Candles • Gifts • Handmade Items from Local Crafters

Krafty Sisters
15 Sandy Bottom Road • Coventry, Rhode Island 02816

401-827-0188 • www.kraftysisters.com
Sun.-Mon. Closed • Tues.-Fri. 10-4 • Sat. 10-5

Call Ahead for Hours 937 Tiogue Ave.  Coventry, RI 02816  401-823-0030

Enjoy Life’s
Simple Pleasures

at

Remodeled 1800’s Barn with 2,800 sq. ft. of 
Antiques, Country Decor, Candles, Furniture,  

Distinct Lighting and One of a Kind Furniture. 
New Inventory Every Week!

401-568-4542
953 Victory Highway • Mapleville, RI 02839

Friday–Sunday • Noon to 5pm

Closed 
Month 
of July

Win A $25 Gift Certificate 
We give away one $25 Gift Certificate each issue to redeem at a local advertiser’s 

shop!  You can register online at www.theregisterweb.com with the link “Register to 
Win” or complete the form (photocopy is acceptable) and mail to:  

P.O. Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028. Please also include a favorite recipe,  
quote, tip or a craft project you want to share with other readers.

The drawing will be made prior to the next issue. The winner will be emailed 
information on redeeming their certificate and also announced in the next issue.  

Note: We do not place your information on any mailing list.

And the Winner is...And the Winner is...
Our winner from last issue is Mary Gaffney. Mary will receive 

a gift certificate to spend at Jeffrey’s Antique Co-Op Mall 
in Lunenburg, MA. She shops there because

“they have hidden treasures.” Congratulations Mary. 

The Country Register Gift Certificate Entry Form
ALL ITEMS MUST BE COMPLETED TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE PRIZE DRAWING

Name________________________________________________________________________
Street___________________________ City___________________State_____ Zip_ __________
Phone_ _________________________________ Email_________________________________
My favorite advertiser in this issue is:________________________________________________
I enjoy visiting this shop because:__________________________________________________
Please tell us about a local business you’d like to see advertising in The Country Register.
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Summer Vacation!  by Judy Sharer

As an adult looking back, I have many fond memories of  summer vacations. Once 
school was out, it meant being free to spend time with neighborhood friends and 
visiting family.

Our neighborhood had many kids of  all ages. We would gather together to play 
kickball, tag, hide and seek, or ride bikes. When the streetlights came on, it was a race 
to make it home.

In my family, Summer meant we had additional chores. I worked in the garden 
planting the vegetables and when the produce was harvested, I’d help with the 
canning. Dad had a small patch of  strawberries, raspberries, and blueberries that we’d 
pick and make into jam and jelly plus enjoy with shortcakes and cobblers.

My brother was tasked with keeping the lawn mowed. My sisters did additional 
housework as well as looked after me, the baby of  the siblings.

When I was young, I remember visiting my grandparents who lived in a neighboring 
town. My parents would put me on the bus with my little suitcase. I’d sit right behind 
the bus driver with instructions not to bother the other passengers. My grandparents 
would meet the bus at the bottom of  the hill from their house. I liked visiting because 
I had my own room and bed to sleep in. Grandma taught me how to do needlework, 
knit and crochet. Families tended to live close in those days and mine was no exception. 
My aunt and uncle lived right up the hill on a farm. I’d spend time with them during 
the summer too. I’d help feed the beef  cows, pigs and chickens with my uncle and 
my aunt and I would bake sweet treats to put in my uncle’s lunchbox. We would often 
read books together after supper or listen to music on the radio while dancing around 
the living room.

All of  these experiences contributed to making me the strong and capable woman 
I am today. Bored? We didn’t have time to be bored. There was always something 
interesting to do.

Of  course, this was in the 1960s; a time before cell phones, computers, Xboxes, and 
iPads, before a lot of  things today’s children have to occupy their time. Parent usually 
want their children to have more than when they were young, but if  I could go back 
and change time, I wouldn’t change a thing. I believe I turned out just fine. What will 
you be doing with your children or grandchildren this summer vacation? Hopefully, 
you’ll be making some sweet memories.

Judy Sharer just released her spicy historical romance/family saga titled Secrets in Room Four, 
the first in her series Love Lessons. She is also the author of  a sweet historical romance/family 
saga series titled A Plains Life. This four-book series also published by The Wild Rose Press 

is appropriate for the entire family and is available on-line wherever books and eBooks are sold. 
Visit Judy’s website judysharer.com and follow her on Facebook and X.

ANNUAL  QUILT  SHOW
Swansea Quilt Club hon� s America’s 250th!

SAT, JUNE 6, 9 - 2
1113 GAR Hwy (Rt 6) Swansea, MA

Quilt display, quilt ra�  e, basket ra�  e, and sale! 
Crafts, quilts, fabric, kits, demo, baked goods,

used books, plants, and more! 
$5 admission

7 Garden Growing Basics 
for Beginners

Growing your own produce is an all-around smart 
practice, from the money you’ll save at the grocery store 
to the contributions you can make toward a cleaner planet. 

Maintaining a garden takes some effort, but it’s a project 
even a beginner can tackle with ease. Consider these tips to 
start growing your at-home garden:

1. Select a perfect spot. You’ll want to place your garden in an area where you 
see it often so you’re reminded to weed and care for it regularly. Find a flat
area you can access easily, where erosion and other pitfalls (including hungry 
wildlife) won’t be a problem.

2. Choose between ground and containers. There are pros and cons 
to gardening in containers vs. the ground, and there’s no universal right 
choice. Rather, the best garden depends on your goals and preferences. A 
ground garden usually offers more space and may provide a better growth 
environment for roots. However, a container garden is often easier to 
maintain and may be all you need if  you wish to grow just a few plants.

3. Understand the importance of  quality soil. You may think any dirt will 
do, but keep in mind the soil you plant in will be the primary source of
nutrients for your produce. Not only that, but quality soil provides stability so 
plants can root firmly and grow healthy and sturdy to support their bounty.
Quality soil also allows for ample drainage. Organic matter like compost, leaf  
mold or aged manure all help improve soil quality.

4. Keep water close. Lugging water can quickly eliminate the pleasure of
tending your garden, so be sure you’re situated near a hose. You’ll know it’s 
time to water when the soil is dry about an inch below the surface.

5. Plan for plenty of  sun. A bright, sunny spot is a must, since most vegetables, 
herbs and fruits depend on six or more hours of  sun every day. Remember 
the sun’s path changes throughout the year, and as trees and foliage grow, 
they may produce more shade with each growing season.

6. Consider what you’ll grow. Starting with veggies you know you like is a 
smart starting point since you’ll be pouring sweat equity into making them 
grow. Over time, you might add new varieties, but early on, keep your focus 
on foods you know you like so you can see a meaningful return and avoid 
waste. You’ll also need to consider what you can grow to maturity within 
your area’s growing season. If  necessary, you might want to start transplants 
you can nurture indoors before moving them outside when the temperatures 
allow.

7. Plant according to a calendar. Knowing how long it takes different foods 
to mature will help you create a planting calendar. You don’t want to harvest 
everything at once, and if  you stagger planting and replant what you can, 
you’ll have a garden that produces food for your family for a longer period 
of  time.

Find more helpful tips for managing your home and garden at 
eLivingtoday.com. Photo courtesy of Unsplash

Think About It . . .
TThhiiss ssppaaccee ccoouulldd bbee wwoorrkkiinngg

ttoo ccuullttiivvaattee yyoouurr bbuussiinneessss..

A prospective Customer could be
reading your ad right now!

Call Toll Free 1-866-825-9217 	
by June 1st for the 
July/August issue

The Country Register

Amy and Grace 
celebrating her 

21st birthday then 
we went on a 

cruise for Grace’s 
Spring Break.

390 Route 28 • Harwich Port, MA
774-408-7559 • www.hattieds.com

Tues - Sat: 10 - 4 • Sun 12 - 4 • Closed Mon

Hattie D,s is a must visit shop 
with an eclectic mix of local Cape 

gift items designed and crafted by local 
artisans. We carry fabric, decorative 
painting supplies, painted pieces 

for sale and country & primitive gifts.

Check out our 
wide selection of 

Quilt Fabric!

157 Gardners Neck Road • Swansea, MA 02777
508-672-3900 • wtcs@WillowTreeCountryShoppe.com

Wed–Sat 10am–5pm • Sun 12pm–4pm

Primitive ~ Country ~ Home DecorPrimitive ~ Country ~ Home Decor



May-June, 2026Pg. 10 The Country Register May-June, 2026 Pg. 11The Country Register

CONNECTICUTCONNECTICUT
BoltonBolton................................................................Page 10Page 10
EssexEssex..................................................................Page 10Page 10
LebanonLebanon..........................................................Page 10Page 10
New MilfordNew Milford................................................Page 12Page 12
North FranklinNorth Franklin........................................Page 10Page 10
OxfordOxford................................................................Page 12Page 12
S. GlastonburyS. Glastonbury......................................Page 10Page 10
UncasvilleUncasville....................................................Page 10Page 10
WallingfordWallingford..................................................Page 12Page 12

MASSACHUSETTSMASSACHUSETTS
BlackstoneBlackstone..................................................Page 5Page 5
BrookfieldBrookfield......................................................Page 4Page 4
DudleyDudley..............................................................Page 5Page 5
HarwichHarwich..........................................................Page 8Page 8
Harwich PortHarwich Port............................................Page 8Page 8
LunenburgLunenburg..................................................Page 6Page 6
MendonMendon............................................................Page 6Page 6
NorthamptonNorthampton............................................Page 3Page 3
PalmerPalmer..............................................................Page 3Page 3
PlymouthPlymouth........................................................Page 8Page 8
SandwichSandwich......................................................Page 8Page 8
SeekonkSeekonk..........................................................Page 8Page 8
SouthamptonSouthampton..........................................Page 3Page 3
SpencerSpencer..........................................................Page 4Page 4
SudburySudbury..........................................................Page 6Page 6
SwanseaSwansea........................................................Page 8Page 8
UxbridgeUxbridge........................................................Page 5Page 5
West BrookfieldWest Brookfield..................................Page 4Page 4
West SpringfieldWest Springfield................................Page 3Page 3

RHODE ISLANDRHODE ISLAND
CoventryCoventry........................................................Page 9Page 9
GreenvilleGreenville....................................................Page 9Page 9
MaplevilleMapleville......................................................Page 9Page 9
North ScituateNorth Scituate........................................Page 9Page 9
WesterlyWesterly..........................................................Page 9Page 9

New HampshireNew Hampshire..................................Page 7Page 7
OnlineOnline................................................................Page 3Page 3
VermontVermont..........................................................Page 7Page 7

Mapleville
North Franklin

North Scituate

Coventry

New Milford

Oxford Uncasville

West Brookfield Spencer

Brookfield

Blackstone
Uxbridge

Sudbury

Swansea Sandwich

S. Glastonbury

Dudley

Harwich Port

Wallingford

Lunenburg

Palmer

West Springfield

Greenville

Southampton

Northampton

Bolton

Essex

Plymouth

Seekonk

Harwich

Lebanon

Westerly

Mendon

City Index and MapCity Index and Map

Bolton, Essex,  Lebanon, 
North Franklin, S. Glastonbury, Uncasville - CT

Quilting Supplies, Tools & Fabric

Quilting classes for everyone , 
from beginner to advanced, 
plus Open Sew

43 Manning Rd. • N. Franklin, CT 06254 • 860-642-8099 • stitchchicksquiltshop.com
Hours: Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat 10am–5pm • Thur 10am-8 pm

A Gift For You, A Gift For Me. 
Flowers For You, Flowers For 
Me...Come and see what we have 
for You And Yours...

HOURS: Mon-Sat 9-5:30  |  Sunday 9-4
(860) 767-8936  •  www.essexgiftshoppe.com

 Located in Riggio’s Garden Center, 
136 Westbrook Rd. Essex

Happy home of the fiber obsessed!
www.villagewoolyarnshop.com

882 Main St., Unit C
S. Glastonbury, CT 06073

860-633-0898 
marion@villagewoolyarnshop.com

Open: 
Tues–Fri 10 to 6 

Sat 10 to 5

25th Anniversary Bag Sale May 19 to May 30

Reader  Shares!

Shared by reader B. Graceffa from 
Quincy, MA

“If Picasso was a Quilter” art quilt 

“Three of a Kind” cubist art quilt

Finished Projects!

For vendor info & application 
call 860-642-6579 or visit 

www.historyof lebanon.org 

AAtttteennttiioonn  AArrttiissaannss  &&  CCrraafftteerrss  
JJooiinn  oouurr  5599tthh  aannnnuuaall  aannttiiqquuee  sshhooww    

hheelldd  oouuttddoooorrss  oonn  tthhee  hhiissttoorriicc  LLeebbaannoonn  GGrreeeenn  
  

WWee’’vvee  eexxppaannddeedd  oouurr  ffiieelldd  aanndd  oouurr  aauuddiieennccee  
  ttoo  iinncclluuddee  aa  jjuurriieedd  sseelleeccttiioonn  

  ooff  aarrttiissaannss  &&  ccrraafftteerrss  
  

SSppaaccee  iiss  lliimmiitteedd!!  
SSuubbmmiitt  yyoouurr  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  wwiitthh  pphhoottoo  

  ttoo  rreesseerrvvee  yyoouurr  ssppaaccee  TTOODDAAYY!!  

Antique Show 
   Artisan 

         Craft Show  

                  

59thAnnual  

SSaattuurrddaayy,,    
SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2266  

99aamm--33ppmm 
  

& 

885566  TTrruummbbuullll  HHwwyy  
  LLeebbaannoonn,,  CCTT  0066224499  

Authentic Reproductions and Primitive Folk Art

Website FaceBookwww.tessierschangesofthyme.com 
 

40 West Street, Bolton CT 06040
860-646-3331

Tessier’s Changes of �yme

Shop your style!
Furniture, pottery, 
folk art, lighting,
woodenware, textiles,
primitive décor, 
garden accesories and
gorgeous plants...come visit!
 

by Janet Young
We celebrate the many blessings mother’s have brought into our life. This year I thought 

it would be a novel way to share some quotes that people have made about their mother.  
It may make you laugh, reflect, and recall some of  the remembrances you have.

- Mothers can look through a child’s eyes and see tomorrow.    Reed Markham
- Mother is a verb.  It is something you do, not just who you are.  Cheryl Lacey Donovan
- All I am I owe to my mother.  George Washington
- All that I am or ever hope to be, I owe to my mother.  Abraham Lincoln
- A mother’s arms are more comforting than anyone else’s.  Princess Diana
- My mother has a great deal of  trouble with me, but I think she enjoyed it.  Mark Twain
- A mother understands what a child does not see.  Jewish proverb
-My mother is my root, my foundation.  She planted the seed that I base my life on, and that is 		

	 the belief  to achieve, starts in your mind.  Michael Jordan
The next three quotes are from unknown sources:
- Nothing is really lost until your mom can’t find it.
- Life doesn’t come with a manual it comes with a mom.
- Moms are like buttons they hold everything together.
I hope as you read these quotes some made you laugh, and some touched your heart.  

But more importantly, I hope it brought back reflections of  why your mother means so 
much to you.

For those whose mothers are in heaven, may you cherish the memories and feel the love 
that only a mother can provide.

     – © Janet Young is a Certified Tea and Etiquette Consultant,  Co-Founder of  Mid-Atlantic Tea Business 
Association,  and prior owner of  Over The Teacup

Mother’s Day Quotes
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New Milford, Oxford, Wallingford - CT

Welcome to our Welcome to our 
� iendly quilt � iendly quilt 
shop locatedshop located

in the center of in the center of 
Wallingf	 d!Wallingf	 d!411 Center Street 411 Center Street 

Wallingford, CT  06492Wallingford, CT  06492

203-265-1932 203-265-1932 
Tues-Sat 10-4Tues-Sat 10-4

www.YankeeCloth.comwww.YankeeCloth.com

Southford Falls Quilters

QUILTERS’ AUCTION
Sat. May 16, 2026  •  Preview: 1 pm  •  Auction: 2 - 4 pm

Immanuel Lutheran Church Hall
25 Great Hill Rd., Oxford, CT

Quilt Kits, UFOs, Fabric, Batting, Thread/Notions, Quilting Tools, Books, Patterns, Mystery Bags & More!

 ADMISSION: $5 (Cash, Check or CC) DONATION: Please bring a non-perishable food item
 QUESTIONS: sfquilters@yahoo.com UPDATES: facebook.com/Southfordfallsquilters

a d

REDWOOD COUNTRYFlea Market

(203) 269-3500 | $2 Parking Sat & Sun Only

Free Admission | Fri 6 - 1 | Sat & Sun 6 - 3

170 S. Turnpike Road, Wallingford, CT 06492

         

ANTIQUES | COLLECTIBLES | TOOLS 
 JEWELRY | CLOTHES | PRODUCE

...and more!

Restaurant On Premises
redwoodcountryfleamarket

Flea Market
OPEN
YEAR ROUND

Shop and Explore
One of Connecticut’s Largest

American-Made Furniture Stores
Crafting custom furniture since 2008, much of which is made using

120+ year old reclaimed barnwood in chestnut, oak or pine.

Every piece is one-of-a-kind, constructed of the finest materials,
with the utmost quality and craftsmanship; from being made right

here in our workshop or from generational Amish families.

101 Park Lane Road (Route 202)
New Milford, CT
860-354-4145

www.rusticcountrybarn.com

All Products

Made in

the USA

Voted One of Connecticut’s
Best Furniture Stores

USA250 Birthday Sale 
Continues 

All Americana on Sale

Back Porch Break 
by Nancy Brummett 

Time for ‘Yardening’ 
 
As we move into summer it’s time to think about 

gardening again. Or is what you do really “yarden-
ing” instead? There's a difference, you know. 

First, the wardrobe differs drastically. Gardeners 
wear floppy straw hats, sturdy pants with big 
pockets and loops for hanging tools, and clogs. 
Yardeners work in the yard wearing a hat from  
Disney World, cut-off blue jeans, and the tennis 
shoes they bought the year they graduated from 
high school.  

Then there are the tools themselves. Gardeners 
have tools with matching handles. Each tool has a special function—and a spe-
cial spot in the wooden gardener's bench at the end of the day. Yardeners are 
more likely to be out digging with an old serving spoon from the kitchen. They 
just toss it in the kids' sandbox once they have the petunias in the ground. 

Gardeners have a master calendar for all their gardening tasks, such as dividing 
seedlings, rotating rose bushes, whatever it is Martha Stewart finds to fill up her 
calendar even in the dead of winter. They wouldn't even dream of pulling 
weeds unless it was on the schedule. 

Yardeners, on the other hand, may lapse into their yardening tasks quite 
spontaneously. I once talked to a freelance artist who explained she had missed 
her deadline because she went out to get the mail and noticed a few weeds 
growing by the mailbox. Naturally, she stopped to pull them up, and four hours 
later she was still out in the yard pulling weeds. I understood completely. That's 
yardening at its best. 

If you see people strolling their grounds, or setting up tents for a garden party, 
they are probably gardeners. Yardeners are more likely to be seen standing in 
their front yards on a Saturday morning drinking coffee, contemplating brown 
spots, and staring down the dandelions. The only grounds on their minds are 
the ones in the bottom of the coffee mug. 

Of course gardeners don't have to deal with dandelions because, you 
guessed it—they don't have any. The anti-weed substance spread with their 
lawn fertilizer takes care of them. Yardeners, on the other hand, wield little spray 
bottles of environmentally friendly "Dandelion DOA," and pop each stubborn 
dandelion root up with an old screwdriver. (The screwdriver conveniently fits in 
the back pocket of the cut-off jeans and is equally useful for setting the choke 
on the lawn mower.) 

The aesthetic results differ, too. Gardeners carefully coordinate the shades of 
green they combine in any given area of the landscape, and are careful to plant 
flowers which bloom sequentially, clustered in color groups of cool or hot tones. 
Yardeners, however, are happy whenever anything turns green, and they've 
been known to water weeds for weeks before realizing they weren't zinnias. 

Gardener or yardener? Whichever you are, it's time to get out there. And   
remember, those dandelions grow while you sleep. 

 
Nancy Parker Brummett is an author and freelance writer in Colorado Springs, CO. Follow her on 

Facebook, Instagram and Linked In or subscribe to her blog posts at www.nancyparkerbrummett.com.

Now Available!

The Hope of Glory
A Devotional Guide for Older Adults

From Columnist

Nancy Parker Brummett
Order print or eBook from

V O L U M E  T W O

The Best Summer Vacation Ever 
by Becky Van Vleet  

In 1963, a dozen eggs cost fifty-five cents, bread 
about twenty-two cents, and a gallon of gas about 
thirty cents. No dishwashers in most homes. Only land-
line phones with rotary dials, most with long coiled 
cords We learned current events by picking up a 
newspaper, turning on the radio, or watching black 
and white televisions. If we were lucky, we could pull 

in three major networks with aluminum foil wrapped around the tops of the an-
tennas. No internet, no computers. Everyday living was slower-paced. And it was 
at this time my parents made plans for our family of six to take a vacation by car 
across the country from Indiana to California in June of 1963. 

Anticipation ran high. After all, it was the first vacation for all six of us. Mother 
and Daddy planned in advance, saving every penny. We’d stay in motels along 
the way they said, whatever that entailed. As a ten-years-old, I’d never stayed at a 
motel. But I was about to discover what that was like. 

On the morning we left Indianapolis, we squeezed into our black and white 
1959 Chevrolet Impala (no AC). The trunk was crammed with our suitcases and 
two cameras. With the hand-cranked windows rolled down, I found myself in the 
back seat between my two older sisters. My little sister sat up front between 
Mother and Daddy. Without seatbelts, we at least had some wiggle room to 
move around. We set off with my mother handling the maps to guide my dad 
along the highways. 

Motels and swimming pools. I’d seen them, but had never experienced one. 
Indescribable bliss. I kept asking myself if life could get any better! I didn't even 
mind being squished between my sisters, though I did feel a twinge of jealousy 
as they stretched their arms out the windows to get a ”tan”. They even switched 
sides, explaining that both arms needed equal sun exposure. 

When we arrived in Colorado Springs, we stayed a few days at the Silver Saddle 
Motel, exploring the area. Surrounded by mountains, which were a first for me, 
my older sisters acted as my guardrails in the back seat as we wound our way 
up to the summit of Pikes Peak, navigating the twisting switchbacks. Snow in 
July? Unbelievable! But there it was, at the very top. My mother was quick to 
grab some and shape a snowball while my dad started rolling the movie camera 
to capture our family enjoying the snowy antics. 

At Garden of the Gods, we enjoyed an Indian performance, captivated by their 
swift dance moves in moccasins and vibrant feathered headbands. My heart raced 
as we climbed aboard the vertical train cars of the Manitou Incline. That experi-
ence might have prepared me for the incredibly steep descent to the river at the 
base of Royal Gorge. Talk about exciting. I held my breath the entire way down. 

My first experience with rock candy happened at the Royal Gorge. I gripped 
the stick and enjoyed each lick, pinching myself to confirm it wasn't just a dream. 
Despite all the exciting adventures in the Colorado Springs area, I couldn’t wait 
to get back to our motel to swim. 

When we drove through Utah, we stopped to tour the Mormon Tabernacle in 
all its splendor and beauty. 

Driving and more driving. Sometimes Daddy would have to pull off the side of 
the road so he could review the maps with Mother. (Quite a contrast from today’s 
GPS.) Eventually, we arrived in Carmichael, California where we unpacked the 
car to stay with Uncle Art and Aunt Marcia. My excitement mounted when I met 
these new family members and four cousins for the first time. I couldn’t wait to 
see my Grandma Troyan again. It had been a long time. When Uncle Chet and 
Aunt Beverly joined us, the family reunion was complete.  

While the sightseeing along the way was incredibly enjoyable, nothing com-
pared to our Troyan family gathering. The air filled with laughter and heartfelt 
hugs. The movie camera hummed, recording each happy moment. 

A few days later, we toured Sutter’s Fort State Historic Park in Sacramento, 
close to where my aunt and uncle lived. To top things off, we drove to the     
National Redwood Forest to view the magnificent sequoia trees. My eyes nearly 
popped when we drove THROUGH one of the giant trees. Shocked. How was 
that possible? A visit to China Town in San Francisco and riding a trolly car 
added another adventure. I could hardly contain my excitement as our family 
scuttered across the Pacific Ocean beach. 

For the return trip, we took a different route to visit old church friends in 
southern California and to visit the Painted Desert in Arizona. But nothing prepared 
me when we stopped at the Grand Canyon. As a young girl, I could barely  
comprehend the vastness and breathtaking beauty of this magnificent landmark. 

Over the years, my husband and I have taken our four daughters on unforget-
table vacations, exploring sights across the United States. As empty nesters now, 
we continue our travels, experiencing the world’s wonders. However, no trip has 
left a mark on me like the family vacation to California when I was a young girl. 
More than sixty years later, I still enjoy watching our old home movies (now on 
DVDs) of that trip. Whenever I see rock candy today, I’m taken back to the Royal 
Gorge. It really was the best summer vacation ever!   

Becky Van Vleet, a retired school administrator, lives near Colorado Springs with her husband, Troy. They 
are the parents of four grown children and enjoy spending time with their nine grandchildren. Becky is a 

children's picture book author, and her website is devoted to family stories and creating memories: 
www.beckyvanvleet.com. 

Show us your finished projects!
Send us your photos of a completed project for a chance 

to be featured in an upcoming issue of The Register!

Project photos & details can be digitally 
submitted to: amy@theregisterweb.com. 

Or mailed to: The Register, 
PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028


