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Editor’s Notes

Celebrating & Exploring Our Great States
This issue is packed full of great articles, tidbits and events. This is 
part one of our two-part celebration for America’s 250th anniversary. 
Red, white and blue themes throughout. We typically talk about 
travel and exploring our area, so this issue is focused on the Great 
American Roadtrip. There is so much wonder and awe to be had right 
here within our 50 states. Be sure to explore!

Last year, my family and I had the opportunity to explore two great 
states - Texas and Florida. We have been to south Texas several times 
visiting family that winter down there. The beaches are beautiful and 
full of sand dunes. The shells are so fun to wander around and 
collect. The sea birds are amusing, I could watch them all day. 
The beach life speaks right to my soul and fills my cup. I love it 
there. We have explored fun local restaurants and shops. We have 
watched fireworks over the bay for the holidays. I love walking 
through the display of sand castle art in awe of the talent and 
creativity. It is truly an amazing place.

Around Christmas time, we went to Florida for my parent’s 40th wedding anniversary trip. I have to 
say… wow! I’ve been to Florida before (and LOVE IT). On the Atlantic side. This time we were down on 
the Gulf side. The beaches are pure white, the ocean green and warm. The shells are out of this world 
cool! Not to mention we just thoroughly enjoyed our beach life on the resort. There is something 
magical about watching kiddos play and radiate happiness in the sand and surf. We all just were 
completely relaxed and enjoying salt, sun and sand. 

Both of these trips were packed full of joyous memories and picture-worthy recordings of our 
adventures. But, we really didn’t have to leave our state to find equal beauty and wonder. Our family 
camps by a lake in our home state each summer, hikes the forest, drives just to watch the beautiful 
sunset over the prairie and has had many fun nights gazing in wonder at the stars and different 
celestial events we have had this year.

Our great states are packed full of their own wonder. Their own picture-worthy adventures. And, each 
state has a rich history of more than two centuries. I am so blessed to live in this great country. I hope 
you have the chance to get out and not just explore a new state, but stop and enjoy the wonder right in 
your own backyard.
			  countryregisterwaor@gmail.com
kelsey@moxiemarketingmw.com
Office: 605-568-0181
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The Country Register began in Arizona, in the fall of 1988, to provide effective, 
affordable advertising for shops, shows, and other experiences enjoyed by a kindred 

readership.  Since then the paper has spread to many other areas, all of which are listed 
below.  Look for the paper in your travels. 

The Country Register is a United States and Canadian network of independently owned 
and published specialty newspapers for the consumer who enjoys outstanding shopping, 

events, day & overnight excursions and specialty classes.

The Country Register of Washington, Oregon & Idaho is published every two months.  
Copyright 2026.

Reproduction or use, without permission, of editorial or graphic content in any manner is 
prohibited by law. The Country Register is a registered business trade name. Moxie Marketing 
of the Midwest, LLC produces The Country Register of Washington, Oregon & Idaho. Please 
make checks payable to Moxie Marketing.    

Subscription price: 1 year, 6 issues, $24.00. Single copies: $3.00. This paper is furnished 
free at each advertiser, highway welcome centers, tourism centers, shows, events, and other 
selected locations throughout Washington, Oregon & Idaho.

Articles published in this newspaper, which are contributed from an outside source, 
express the opinions of their authors only and may not express the viewpoint(s) of the 
management or staff of The Country Register. Such articles that are accepted for publication 
herein may be edited at the sole discretion of the publisher.

 Responsibility for products advertised in this newspaper lies with the advertisers 
themselves. Though The Country Register will not knowingly publish fraudulent materials or 
fraudulently obtained materials, we are not liable for any damages arising from the purchase 
or use of products advertised herein. Notification regarding any consumer complaints related 
to merchandise purchased from our advertisers would be appreciated and would assist in our 
efforts. Copyright © 2025.

SEE OUR AD INDEX ON PAGE 17 
Next Deadline: Ads and articles for the  

July/August 2026 issue are due June 7,  2026.

PLACE YOUR AD WITH OUR SALES TEAM!
Patty Duncan | countryregisterorwasales@gmail.com | 605-591-2428  

America the Beautiful
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WELCOME TO OREGON STATE
Join us as we explore the state of Oregon and their shops and events. The great 
state has much to see and offer. And is close to many connecting Washington shops 
and events as well!

COLONY
CRAFT

15018 2nd St. NE, Aurora 
503-678-5754

A U R O R A  C O L O N Y  M U S E U M

A U R O R A C O L O N Y . O R G

Basketry, weaving, quilting, furniture
and tin work of the Aurora Colony
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“Whimsical & Wild” - 2026 Quilt Show Poster by Katie Daisy:  $12
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311 W. Cascade Ave. • Sisters, Oregon • (541) 549-6061 • stitchinpost.com
(Prices listed do not include shipping & handling.)

2026 Canvas Tote
$16.95

2026 Short-Sleeve White Tee 
S-XXXL, $32-$42

2026 Long-Sleeve Citron Tee 
S-XXXL, $42-$54

Official Sisters Outdoor Quilt Show Items
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Find a new favorite shop!

In early July, downtown Sisters, Oregon transforms into a vibrant outdoor gallery for the Sisters Outdoor 
Quilt Show.  Now in its 51st year, the beloved event on the second Saturday of July showcases more than 
1000 quilts displayed against the backdrop of the Cascade Mountain.  Quilts range from hand-stitched 
heirlooms to contemporary art pieces.  

During Quilt Show week, enjoy a night of creativity and couture at An Evening of Whimsical Design on 
Friday July 10th.  This fundraising event celebrates the artistry and joy of quilting in motion.   Wear your 
favorite quilted piece and you might even have the chance to walk the Whimsical Runway.

Saturday’s free events bring together an extraordinary, non-juried display of over 1000 quilts, uniquely 
showcased outdoors.  Over 400 volunteers help make it happen including local firefighters hanging quilts 
on the side of the Stitchin’ Post building.   
Specially curated exhibits include the Best of Quilt Con and the Kong Color of the Year along with exhibits 
from quilting guilds from Central Oregon and beyond.   
On Sunday, July 12th, visitors can enjoy a serene experience at Five Pine Lodge with quilt designer Michelle 
Wilie, originally from New Zealand.    Her small-group walking tour and mid-morning lecture offer personal 
stories and insights into her work. 

 The entire town of Sisters participates, with quilts adorning shops and streets, along with a “Quilt Walk” 
and local shop sales.  This show is a one-day free event, with quilts being hung by volunteer teams, starting 
at 7:00 am and at 4:00 pm, the magic begins to be taken down again by volunteers, with quilts returning 
to our “Quilt Service Center” for quilters to pick the next day.
By 5:30 pm on Show Day, the town will have returned to a quiet little mountain town, with the buzz of the 
day done.

This annual show began in 1975, when Founder Jean Wells Keenan set out a display of her own quilts, 
along with pieces created by her friends and family, outside her quilt show on a beautiful July day.  She had 
no idea that this simple outdoor show would grow into a beloved tradition that has lasted for generations.

For more information, visit:  https://www.soqs.org ad follow the show on Facebook and Insta-
gram pages for updates.

A Celebration of the Fiber Arts

EVENTS
OREGON
May  -  All Pacific Northwest Shop Hop 
May 5-9   |  Greater Spokane Area Shop Hop 
May 8-9   |  Rogue Valley Piecemakers Quilt Show - Grants Pass, OR
June 11-13  |  Quilt Show Reno - Reno, NV
July 11  |  Sister Outdoor Quilt Show - Sisters, OR
July 31  | Quilts by the Sea Quilt Show - Newport, OR
Aug 1  | Quilts by the Sea Quilt Show - Newport, OR

WASHINGTON
June 15-28  |  Western WA Quilt Shop Hop
July 18-19  |  Mukilteo Garden & Quilt Tour - Mukiltea, WA
July 24-25 Covington Quilters Quilt Show - Covington, WA
Aug 14-15  |  Quilt & Fiber Art Show - Wenatchee, WA
Sept 18-19  |  Walla Walla Valley Quilt Festival - Walla Walla, WA
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Cold, blustery wind blew through the 
door frame cracks at 239 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, the colonial home of 
Betsy Ross. Rising from her chair, Betsy 
stirred the embers and added more 
wood to the fire. Rubbing her hands 
together to soothe her tired fingers, 
she smiled quietly. Outside the door, 
the city of Philadelphia echoed with the 
excitement of the Revolutionary War 
and the dream of the new country, the 
United States of America.
Betsy’s work as an upholsterer, producing uniforms, tents and flags for Con-
tinental forces was well known through the region. But today, Betsy’s smile 
reflected on her current project, a flag for the new country. She stitched strips of 
red and white fabric, along with scraps of blue and white to design a flag that 
would fly high declaring the independence of the United States.
Each carefully placed stitch connected thirteen red and white strips of fabric 
creating a rectangle shaped cloth. In the upper left hand corner, a square blue 
piece of fabric anchored the alternating the red and white stripes. In a ruffling 
breeze the stripes would create the illusion of waves.  
Betsy understood the importance of the flag for the soldiers in the battlefield, 
as well as those families throughout the colonies, living in a changing world.  
The flag would proclaim freedom as the flag flew high and free. Betsy was filled 
with pride as she remembered the day she was asked to create a flag with 13 
alternating red and white horizontal stripes along with 13 white stars in a blue 
canton. 

Quiet contemplation, along with a deep sense of patriotism consumed Betsy’s 
thoughts as she continued. Stitch by stitch, up and down, back and forth, tying 
loose ends, threading her needle, smoothing the growing fabric overflowing 
her lap, Betsy transformed assorted fabric pieces into the United States flag. 
The red, white and blue fabric creation of this young 25 year old seamstress 
was completed in 1776 and was adopted by Resolution of Congress on June 
14, 1777, as the National Standard for the American Flag. The red, white and 
blue flag continues to share the story of independence as America celebrates its 
250th birthday. 

Betsy  Ross

In 1952, on the 200th anniversary of the birth of Betsy Ross, 
the United States Post Office honored the seamstress with a 
3c postage stamp. The artwork was from a painting of Chas. 
Weisgerber, “Birth of Our Nation’s Flag”. It depicts a parlor 
setting with George Washington, Robert Morris, George Ross 
and seamstress Betsy Ross holding the flag in her lap.

The America 250 Exhibit made its debut at the American Quilter's Society 
QuiltWeek event in Daytona Beach in February 2026. The exhibit features 
25 quilts, including 12 new quilts showcased in the All Star Quilts of Valor: 
2nd Edition book and 12 exclusive designs created with the Northcott/Quilts 
of Valor Foundation Semiquincentennial Quilt Panel. Together, these quilts 
represent a heartfelt, national “thank you” to those who have served.
This special traveling exhibit will continue its journey, appearing at all re-
maining AQS QuiltWeek shows across the country in 2026. Following its New 
England appearance in April, the exhibit will be showcased at the remaining 
stops nationwide:

Paducah, KY (April 22–25) 
Grand Rapids, MI (August 19–22) 

Columbus, OH (September 23–26) 

During each American Quilter's Society QuiltWeek event, the Quilts of Valor 
Foundation honors Service Members and Veterans by awarding them with 
Quilts of Valor—recognizing their service, sacrifice, and dedication to our na-
tion. Watch the Daytona Beach award ceremony on YouTube.

To learn more about the Quilts of Valor Foundation—including how to nomi-
nate a Veteran, become a member, make a Quilt of Valor, or shop to support 
QOVF—visit: https://www.qovf.org

Quilts of Valour

Photo credit: Robin Koehler, Quilts of Valor Foundation Board Member.
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Find a new favorite shop!
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Rogue Valley Piecemakers

45th Annual Quilt Show “Life’s Journey”
May 8 & 9, 2026, Fri & Sat: 10am-4pm

Josephine County Fairgrounds
Route 199, Grants Pass, OR

For more information visit:  www.RVPiecemakers.com
Or visit their FB page to join the group: Rogue Valley Piecemakers

Traveling with Purpose
By Julie Pirtle

I have very fond memories of summer vacations. Looking 
back from a parent’s perspective, it is very clear how much 
time and effort was spent by my parents to make our vaca-
tions fun. With that being said, my Dad was a “get there 
now with no frivolity” kind of guy. Me on the other hand? I 
wanted to stop and read historical markers and stop at every 
roadside wonder.

The saying “It’s about the journey, not the destination” rings 
true with me. The journey can be just as much fun as the 
destination! Our country is rich with history and whimsy. 
Taking the time to experience it all adds such a layer of richness to a trip.

Share your route with your children and challenge them to come up with interesting (or crazy) 
stops they’d like to experience. Being part of the planning can give them ownership in the 
upcoming adventure. If you have no kids on board, challenge yourself!

Bring an empty tablet or journal and make daily entries. Include funny things that happened, 
places you visited and people you encountered. Encourage children to do the same.

If you are the kind of person that likes to document your trips with souvenirs, be sure to bring 
along a storage envelope. Make sure that it is large enough to hold brochures, maps, etc.

The journaling and souvenirs will come in very handy when it’s time to make your photo album 
(whether it’s scrapbooked or digital). It’s so nice to have everything in one place and to also 
have written notes when it’s time to create.

Be CURIOUS! Stop at the historical markers. They are there for a reason. Take in the information. 
Look at the scenery and imagine what it was like when history was taking place.

Have FUN! Unlike my Dad, my husband will stop to let me look at anything (bless his heart!!). 
The last time we did this was for a Flintstone roadside attraction in Arizona. It had life size 
simulations of their cars. 

On that same trip, we found ourselves standing on the corner in Winslow, Arizona. Of course, 
we had to take photo opportunities at both attractions! It still makes me smile whenever I see 
the pictures. 
Don’t RUSH! Enjoy the culture, people and geography. It’s memory making time. 

Packing items to make the trip more convenient is also important. Of course, ample supplies of 
water and weather appropriate items are a must. However, there are a few items that I always 
include when traveling. Hand sanitizer. A roll of paper towels for spills. Disinfectant spray for 
hotel rooms. Zip lock bags are great to have on hand for emergency ice packs or the shell collec-
tion you found on the beach. Chip clips for snack bags. Anything that will make life easier!

So, get on the road little doggie! Stop and look at that largest ball of string. Take a picture. 
Preserve the memory. You will be glad you did. 

(P.S. Don’t forget to strap Grandma to the top of the car before you head out. They do it in the 
movies, right?!?!?!) We’ve got this vacation thing down. I know we do!

Julie Pirtle lives in Eagle Point, Oregon. She is a Professional Organizer and owner/operator of 
Clutter Happens. She also works with clients nationally through video consultations. The Clutter 
Challenged can reach her on Facebook:/clutterhappens or email her directly: 
 clutterhappens@yahoo.com 

All Pacific Northwest Shop Hop
April and May 2026

 Over 100 Stores, 100’s of Prizes and
Visit AllPacificNorthwestShopHop.com

& Join their Facebook Group
Facebook.com/groups/allpacificnorthwestshophop
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Roadtrip Games
License plate game

I spy

Alphabet

Punch buggy

Roadtrip bingo

20 questions

Categories

Fortunatly/Unfortunatley

Word association

The quiet game

Would you rather

 Add to the story

While you were sleeping

Fake news

Press conference

Grilled Corn with Basil
Ingredients

8 ears of corn
Olive Oil
Salt

Directions
1.	 Preheat the grill to 

medium hot.
2.	 Roll corn in a little olive oil and sprinkle it with salt. When the grill 

is hot, add corn and close the lid. Rotate the corn a few times, until 
some of the kernels are blistered and the rest a bright and shiny 
yellow. This shouldn't take longer than 8 minutes. Be careful not to 
overcook, or the corn will be dry.

3.	 Meanwhile, add the butter, basil, and salt to a food processor and 
blend thoroughly . You may need to scrape down the sides once or 
twice. When the basil is finely chopped and the butter has a light 
green tint, it's done.

4.	 When the corn comes off the grill, slather it with the basil butter. 
Sprinkle with a little more salt if desired. Eat immediately.

5.	 Note: basil butter can be made ahead and extra basil butter will keep 
for about a week or two in the fridge. You can roll it into a log with 
plastic wrap and slice it off as you need it. It's AMAZING on toast.

Basil Butter
2 sticks unsalted butter at room temp.
1 cup basil, loosely packed 
1 tablespoon sea salt
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Pleasing you keeps us in business!
20,000 Square feet, and over 130+ vendors assure our shoppers have a 

great selection of items to purchase!
Beautiful furniture, glassware, primitives, vintage accessories, country 

home décor and hand-made accents all under one roof!

Info@DeepwoodMuseum.org 
503.363.1825  

Deepwood Spring Pop-Up Boutique 
Sunday, May 3rd & Monday, May 4th, 11am-5pm 

deepwoodmuseum 
Deepwood Museum 1116 Mission Street SE 

Salem, OR 

Missed this event?  
Visit DeepwoodMuseum.org  

to learn about home and  
garden tours! 

Come shop in the Solarium off  
of the Victorian home's front porch 
for teacups, jams, vintage pieces, 
tussie mussies, earrings, & more!  
A portion of all proceeds benefit 
the care, preservation, and  
programs of Deepwood. 

Entering is easy – simply tell us why you enjoy reading
       The Country Register for your chance to win.

To enter send an email to: countryregisterorwasales@gmail.com,
or send a letter or postcard to:

The Country Register of Nebraska, PO Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717.
The drawing will be held on June 5th. The book will be mailed to the winner and will be announced in 

an upcoming issue of The Country Register.
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Like The Country
Register of Washington 
& Oregon on Facebook!

LARGE SELECTION OF COTTON FABRICS - BATIKS - WOOL - FLANNEL 
PATTERNS - THREADS - NOTIONS - LASER CUT APPLIQUÉS & KITS - BOOKS 

Shop online at www.thequilterscove.com 

 
145 NW Hwy 101,  Box 758 

Waldport, OR 97394 - 541-563-4545 
Open Mon - Sat 10 AM - 5 PM - Sun 11 AM - 4 PM 

Hundreds of Appliqué Patterns, Landscapes and more by your favorite Fabric & Pattern Designers like Helene 
Knott, Dana Michelle, June Jaeger, McKenna Ryan, Laura Heine, Karen Eckmeier, and many more! 

Oregon
•	 State capital is Salem
•	 Population is 4.27 million 
•	 33rd state, established on February 14th, 1859
•	 Oregon state nickname is “The Beaver State”
•	 All 363 miles of  Oregon’s Coastline is publicly 

accessible
 
Washington
•	 State capital is Olympia
•	 Over 8.11 million people reside in Washington
•	 Established July 16, 1790
•	 The nation’s top producer of  apples, hops, 

pears, blueberries, and sweet cherries. It is also 
the second-largest wine-producing state.

•	 The only state named after a president 
•	 Washington holds five major volcanoes: Mount 

Rainier, Mount St. Helens, Mount Adams, Glacier 
Peak, and Mount Baker

Roadtrip Fun Facts by StateRoadtrip Fun Facts by State

Idaho
•	 State capital is Boise
•	 Produces 70 different types of  gemstones
•	 Produces 13 billion pounds of potatoes annually
•	 Admitted as the 43rd state on July 3, 1890
•	 Over 40% of the state is covered by forests.
•	 Home to the world largest potato chip
•	 Has more than 3,000 miles of  rivers

We’ve Moved to a NEW Location!
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Soulful Spaces 
As spring comes into full bloom, our yards become abun-
dant with life. Our landscape becomes filled with green 
more and more each day. Our lawns are transformed and 
vibrant. The trees that line our country property are showing 
signs of increased vitality. Our perennial gardens seem to 
beckon us to enjoy some time getting back to a task we 
love—nurturing the herbs and flowers that have become a 
soulful part of what we call home.

With temperatures gently warming and daylight hours stretching out before us, this time of year is 
indeed a blessing. Spring is the ideal time to tackle some of the tasks we have planned all winter 
long. Whether it is mending our Williamsburg-style fence or putting a fresh coat of paint on our 
batten doors, spring often affords us both the weather and the motivation to bring our ideas to life. 
And at the end of the day, after all of the hard work, the satisfaction felt as you look upon the fresh 
improvements will be a sweet, welcomed reward to be enjoyed all season long.

Creating Interest and Delight
Preparing and decorating our outdoor spaces is time well spent. As we sip our early morning coffee 
on our stone patio on one of the first warm mornings, we may come up with special country touches 
that will add interest and delight to our outdoor spaces. Woven bee skeps are a signature country mo-
tif that can be put on a large, seasoned stump or tall post as a focal point to enjoy. Country accents like 
tall, colorful birdhouses can be hung against the backdrop of a primitive fence to add color amongst 
the growing herbs. A sundial can be mounted on a hand-hewn post to become a central image in the 
kitchen clipping garden.

When it comes time to harvest our first batches of tender herbs, there is nothing like bringing out 
our sturdy, splint gathering backets to assist in this joyful country task. As we gather, bind, and hang 
our first bundles of sage, sweet marjoram, and lemon balm, we are easily inspired, for this is only 
the beginning. Our gardens, whether culinary, medicinal, or decorative will serve us well with our 
generous care. And in exchange for our efforts our reward will be a feeling of true peace that comes 
with deep connection. 

Honoring True Beauty
This season take time to savor the simple yet significant gifts of spring. Delight in being surrounded 
by true moments of beauty—like the unexpected return of your first hummingbird, or the vibrant first 
blooms of the lilac bush that graced your front stepstone for generations. Take comfort in knowing 
that these reminders will always be around us if we take the time to honor them.

--Annice Bradley Rockwell is an educator and 
owner of Pomfret Antiques. She is currently 
working on her book, New England Girl. 
NewEnglandGirl2012@hotmail.com

Become Inspired
By Annice Bradley Rockwell
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A Milestone Nine-TEA-eth Party
By Lydia E. Harris

“Your table looks lovely,” my friend said as she admired the bouquet I had arranged for our teatime. My 
favorite part of serving tea is creating a lovely setting. If possible, I like to include fresh flowers on the 
table along with the pretty teacups, linens, and tasty tidbits. Whether tea parties are simple or sumptu-
ous, fresh flowers create a fragrant and beau-TEA-ful welcome. 

Would you like to try your hand at arranging a floral centerpiece? If so, here are some tips to get 
started. 

Quick and Easy Arrangements
1. Select flowers and greenery from a local market or your garden. Choose mixed bouquets to comple-
ment your dishes and table linens for a spring garden feel. Or pick a single accent color for a more strik-
ing look. If possible, arrange the centerpiece the day before so you can focus on preparing food on the 
party day. Set the bouquet in the coolest part of your home overnight so flowers won’t open and wilt.

2. Use an upright vase that fans out at the top and allows flowers to spread naturally rather than stand 
at attention. A neutral or clear vase will complement rather than compete with the arrangement. Fill the 
vase about three-fourths full of water. Keep the flowers in water until you are ready to arrange them.

3. Arrange the flowers in your hand, adding one flower 
stem at a time until the head of the bouquet looks at-
tractive and is the size you wish. Hold the bouquet next 
to the vase to determine the proper height. Then use a 
sharp knife rather than scissors to cut the stems diago-
nally to the correct length. Scissors pinch the stems shut 
so they cannot drink water. Remove the leaves below the 
water line to eliminate decay and to extend flower life.

4. Place the flowers in the vase and let them fan out. Then 
trim the stems of the outer flowers slightly shorter. Be 
sure the bouquet is low enough so guests can see one 
another across the table. For added color, tie a ribbon 
around the mouth of the vase to coordinate with the napkins. Add more water as needed and enjoy 
your lovely bouquet.

5. For a spur-of-the-moment tea time or when you do not have time to arrange flowers, simply float 
blossoms and leaves in a glass bowl. Flowers like camelias and hydrangeas work well for this.

Creativi-TEA
Glass vases or bowls aren’t the only option to use for containers. Anything that holds water will work. To 
make a small bouquet for a card table, use a cup and saucer, a small cream pitcher or even a gravy boat. 

For a larger table, consider a teapot. One of my favorite containers is a cracked floral teapot I bought 
at a rummage sale for a nickel. I place a small jar inside to hold water and arrange the bouquet so ivy 
trails over the sides to hide the crack. Select any container with personali-TEA.

Fresh flowers perk up not only your table but your guests as well. The welcoming beauty and fragrance 
of flowers cheerfully announce that “It’s Time for Tea!” 

To add a special touch, you could serve flowering tea at your teatime. (See Lydia’s Idea File for more 
information.)

After teatime, I sometimes send the flowers home with guests so the beauty and fragrance of our time 
together can linger. 

I’m ready to plan a beau-TEA-ful teatime. Won’t you join me?

Lydia E. Harris enjoys serving tea to family and friends. Her books for grandparents are: Preparing My Heart 
for Grandparenting, In the Kitchen with Grandma, and GRAND Moments: Devotions Inspired by Grand-
kids. All are available at amazon.com or can be ordered through local bookstores. 

Lydia’s Idea File:  
Flowering Tea Balls 
April showers bring May flowers and sometimes they even bloom in teapots. 
You can purchase flowering tea balls to brew tea. The tea balls are made by 
hand-stitching tea leaves and flowers together in various shapes before dry-
ing them. When you brew a blooming tea ball in glass cups or teapots you 
can watch them unfurl before your eyes, creating delicious tea along with 
a beautiful display. Adding them to a menu is like serving champagne or 
caviar—it seems elegant and a bit extravagant.

Local tea merchants or tearooms may sell flowering teas. Or check the inter-
net for other sources. Many can be found on Etsy, including organic ones. 
Flowering tea adds a special delight to teatimes. They also make popular 
gifts, especially for occasions like Mother’s Day.
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There is something timeless about a road trip. The hum of tires on the pavement, a 
cooler packed with snacks, the anticipation of what lies around the next bend. For many, 
the National Parks aren’t just destinations on a map, they are the backdrops of our family 
memories and the preserved heart of our American Heritage. As we move into May and 
June, the gates swing open to some of the most breathtaking landscapes in the world. 
We invite you to roll down your windows, breathe in the fresh spring air, and explore the 
natural wonders right in our backyards!

In the Pacific Northwest, the skyline is defined by the peaks of the Cascades and the rug-
ged beauty of the coast. Mount Rainier National Park stands as a towering icon, where 
May and June bring a spectacular state of transition. While the high subalpine meadows 
may still hold a dusting of winter snow, the lower elevations are bursting with life. The 
glacial melt fills the waterfalls to their thunder-
ing peak, and the ancient forests of Douglas firs 
and western red cedars provide a lush, emerald 
canopy that is synonymous with our region’s 
natural heritage. 

	 The journey continues toward the coast 
at Olympic National Park, offering a ‘three-in-
one’ adventure that is perfect for a late spring 
road trip. You can wander through the moss-

By Anna Engen, Staff Writer

draped silence of the 
Hoh Rain Forest, where 
the ferns are at their 
most vibrant, then head 
to the rugged shoreline 
to watch the mist roll 
over the sea. Further 
south, the landscape 
reveals the crown jewel 
of the region at Crater Lake National Park. Known for having some of the clearest and 
deepest water in the world, the lake is an awe-inspiring sight in the late spring light. 
Whether you are starting from the misty coastlines of Washington or the high desert 
plateaus of Oregon, these parks form a spectacular Pacific Northwest loop that show-
cases the best of our corner of the world.

	 As you plan your journey, remember that the heart of any road trip is found 
in the miles between the milestones. Pull over for the roadside fruit stand, wander 
through the local antique shops, and enjoy a slice of pie or ice cream in the small towns 
that serve as the gateways to our parks. Most importantly, bring your camera and a 
spirit of adventure. The road is calling, and our incredible world is waiting for you.
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Summer is a great time to pull out 
your scraps and put them to use! 
Scraps not only make great scrap 
quilts but fun crafts as well. Here are 
a few ideas for scrap projects to make 
with your grandchildren or other 
young people in your life. You can 
also donate scraps to a friend teach-
ing a summer camp or to someone 
teaching crafts at Bible school.  

For the youngest, cut a variety of colorful squares, rectangles and triangles from the scraps. Add paper, 
crayons or colored pencils, ribbon or twine and a glue stick, and you have everything you need! These 
items will be like paint to a young artists mind. As an added bonus you will be teaching about shapes.   
Small rectangles can be the petals and leaves for a flower. Triangles can be the sails of a boat. Small 
squares can be eyes and a rectangle can be a mouth on a funny face. The ideas are endless. 

Older children, with a bit more patience, might enjoy using small snips in a collage. Tiny pieces can 
be glued to a drawing they create or use a coloring book page as the backdrop. Color the drawing or 
page first, then glue tiny bits of like colors on the page. Provide tweezer to help them carefully place 
the small bits and scissors for needed trimming. As a bonus, provide them with a small clear Christ-
mas ornament in which they can place leftover bits. This ornament will memorialize a fun day.

Those old enough to use a rotary cutter and sewing machine (with supervision of course), are sure 
to love making the popular “hot dog” pillowcases. If you are not familiar with these, just google “hot 
dog pillowcase” for a tutorial. The term comes from the technique of rolling up the fabric and then 
pulling it out on one end. When I owned my quilt shop, this was always a favorite project for my kids 
club. They loved making them for themselves and as gifts. If you have an embroidery machine, let 
them personalize them! The look of fascination and delight as they watch the machine stitch out their 
name always made me smile. 

Another favorite of my kids club was anything that lets them play with buttons. This mini flag is a 
perfect project to celebrate our country’s 250th. You will need (1) 6 ½” square of blue, (3) 1 ½” x 7 ½” 
and (2) 1 ½” x 12 ½” strips of red, (2) 1 ½” x 7 ½” and (2) 1 ½” x 12 ½” strips of white. Sew the 1 ½” 
x 7 ½” strips together and add to the right of the blue square. Sew the 12 ½” strips together and add 
below. Sew on buttons in the blue square in any formation. (I added some white chenille on the white 
strips but that is optional). You can make this into a mini quilt or add a back to make it into a pillow.  

Summer is for memories and nothing could be better than creating those memories with the 
younger generation. When you take the time to instill the love of creation, you do more than just use 
up a few scraps, you plant the seed of creativity that will last a lifetime. Who knows, the craft you teach 
today could be a craft they will pass on for generations to come.

Deb Heatherly is a designer for Creative Grids® rulers and the author of eight popular pattern 
books.  Creative Grids® fans are invited to join her Face-
book group, “Grids Girls,” for tips and inspiration and 
two free mysteries each year. https://www.facebook.com/
groups/770429649800457/.  
Shop Owners are invited to join her group just for you, 
“Grids Girls for Quilt Shop Owners Only” https://www.
facebook.com/groups/273593657256524.  
Visit Deb’s website at www.Debscatsnquilts.com

Scraps & Crafts 
What Could be Better?
By Deb Heatherly
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Advertiser Directory by Name
OREGON
Airport Antiques • Pendleton, OR......................................................................................... 12
Aurora Colony Museum • Aurora, OR ...........................................................................4
Belly Acres Twisted Stitchery •Mount Vernon, OR .......................................................................5
Bits & Bobbins • Newburg, OR ............................................................................................... 10
Cedar Ridge Quilts • Oregon City, OR.....................................................................................5
Claudson • LaGrande, OR....................................................................................................... 11
Costal Quilters • Newport, OR......................................................................................................4 
Deepwood Museum & Gardens • Salem, OR....................................................................... 10
Finally Together Quilt Shop • Lebanon, OR......................................................................... 13
Geer Mfg. & Engineering • Molalla, OR.....................................................................................9
Grandma's Attic • Dallas, OR................................................................................................. 13
Gresham Fabric • Gresham, OR....................................................................................................9
Highland Quilts • Athena, OR............................................................................................... 12
Howard Products •.................................................................................................................. 12
Its Sew Brookings • Brookings, OR..........................................................................................6
Jean Marie's Fabrics • Springfield, OR................................................................................. 11
Joy of Quilting • Florence, OR..................................................................................................6
Keepers Corner • Klamath Falls, OR..................................................................................... 10
Kruusn Quilt Shop & Retreat Center • Coos Bay, OR..............................................................7
Latimer Quilt & Textile Center • Tillamook, OR........................................................................8
Marie's Custom Quilting • Gresham, OR............................................................................. 16
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Paramount Sewing & Vacuum • Eugene & Salem, OR...........................................................5
Patchwork Oasis • Newport, OR................................................................................................7
Purple Frog Quilt Shop • Jefferson, OR................................................................................ 11
Quilters Cove • Waldport, OR................................................................................................ 11
Rae's Quilt Shop • Warrenton, OR.............................................................................................4
Rogue Valley Piecemakers - 45th Annual Quilt Show • Grant Pass, OR .............................8
Sew Dee-Liteful Quilt Shop • Madras, OR............................................................................ 13
Sharon's Attic • Hillsboro, OR...................................................................................................8
Sisters Outdoor Quilt Show • Sisters, OR ...............................................................................4
Speckled Hen Quilt • Aurora, OR.............................................................................................9
Tater Patch Quilts • Merrill, OR............................................................................................. 19
Whitlock's Sewing Center • Salem, OR ............................................................................... 12

IDAHO & NEVADA 
Quilt Show Reno • Reno, NV.................................................................................................. 16

WASHINGTON 
Anything Grows • Richland, WA............................................................................................ 21
C Squared Quilting • Brush Prairie, WA.................................................................................. 16
Cin-a-mon Stick and the Country Cupboard • Snohomish, WA......................................... 22
Covington Quilters Quilt Shop • Covington, WA ...................................................................... 21
Creative Union Fabrics • Port Townsend, WA.......................................................................... 22
Crazy Quilter • Lind, WA......................................................................................................... 20
Diane's Longarm Quilting • WA ................................................................................ 19
Fabric 108 • Kennewick, WA.................................................................................................. 22
Fort Walla Walla Museum • Walla Walla, WA...................................................................... 23
Front Porch Quilts • Buckley, WA........................................................................................... 22
KISSED Quilts • Grand Coulee, WA....................................................................................... 20
Klicker's Berries & Antiques • Walla Walla, WA ........................................................................ 23
Knotty Stitches • Castle Rock, WA.......................................................................................... 20
Mukilteo Garden & Quilt Tour • Mukilteo, WA  ......................................................................... 24
North Central Washington Quilt Guild • Wenatchee, WA ........................................................ 21
Quilt Harbor • Aberdeen, WA................................................................................................. 20
Quilter's Café • Yakima, WA................................................................................................... 22
Sewing Basket & Quilted Country Inn • Prosser, WA.......................................................... 19
Sidney Museum and Arts Association • Port Orchard, WA.................................................. 22
Sunnyside Christian Thrift Shop • Sunnyside, WA.................................................................... 19
Victorian Connection • Kennewick, WA................................................................................ 19
Western WA Quilt Shop Hop • WA ........................................................................................... 18
Walla Walla Sew & Vac • Walla Walla, WA............................................................................ 23
Walla Walla Valley Quilt Festival • Walla Walla, WA ................................................................. 23
Washington State Quilters - Patchwork & Pitstops • Greater Spokane Area, WA ............ 20
White Bluffs Quilt Museum • Richland, WA......................................................................... 19

Advertiser Directory by Location
OREGON
Athena, OR • Highland Quilts • Athena, OR........................................................................ 12
Aurora, OR • Aurora Colony Museum  ..........................................................................4
Aurora, OR • Speckled Hen Quilt.............................................................................................9
Brookings, OR • Its Sew Brookings..........................................................................................6
Coos Bay, OR • Kruusn Quilt Shop & Retreat Center..............................................................6
Dallas, OR • Grandma's Attic................................................................................................. 13
Eugene & Salem, OR • Paramount Sewing & Vacuum...........................................................5
Florence, OR • Joy of Quilting..................................................................................................6
Grant Pass, OR • Rogue Valley Piecemakers - 45th Annual Quilt Show .............................8 
Gresham, OR • Gresham Fabric....................................................................................................9
Gresham, OR • Marie's Custom Quilting............................................................................. 16
Hillsboro, OR • Sharon's Attic...................................................................................................8
Jefferson, OR • Purple Frog Quilt Shop................................................................................ 11
Klamath Falls, OR • Keepers Corner..................................................................................... 10
LaGrande, OR • Claudson....................................................................................................... 11
Lebanon, OR • Finally Together Quilt Shop......................................................................... 13
Madras, OR • Sew Dee-Liteful Quilt Shop............................................................................ 13
Merrill, OR • Tater Patch Quilts.................................................................................................9
Molalla, OR • Geer Mfg. & Engineering.....................................................................................9
Mount Vernon, OR • Belly Acres Twisted Stitchery ......................................................................5
Newburg, OR• Bits & Bobbins ................................................................................................ 10
Newport, OR • Costal Quilters......................................................................................................4
Newport, OR • Patchwork Oasis................................................................................................5
Oregon City, OR • Cedar Ridge Quilts.....................................................................................5
Pendleton, OR • Airport Antiques......................................................................................... 12
Salem, OR • Deepwood Museum & Gardens....................................................................... 10
Salem, OR • Whitlock's Sewing Center ............................................................................... 12
Sisters, OR • Sisters Outdoor Quilt Show ...............................................................................4
Springfield, OR • Jean Marie's Fabrics................................................................................. 14
Tillamook, OR • Latimer Quilt & Textile Center........................................................................8
Waldport, OR • Quilters Cove................................................................................................ 11
Warrenton, OR • Rae's Quilt Shop.............................................................................................4
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Howard Products..................................................................................................................... 12

IDAHO & NEVADA 
Reno, NV • Quilt Show Reno.................................................................................................. 16

WASHINGTON 
Aberdeen, WA • Quilt Harbor................................................................................................ 20
Buckley, WA • Front Porch Quilts........................................................................................... 22
Brush Prairie, WA • C Squared Quilting.................................................................................. 16
Castle Rock, WA • Knotty Stitches.......................................................................................... 20
Covington, WA • Covington Quilters Quilt Shop  ..................................................................... 21
Grand Coulee, WA • KISSED Quilts....................................................................................... 20
Kennewick, WA • Fabric 108.................................................................................................. 22
Kennewick, WA • Victorian Connection................................................................................ 19
Lind, WA • Crazy Quilter......................................................................................................... 20
Mukilteo, WA • Mukilteo Garden & Quilt Tour  ......................................................................... 24
Prosser, WA • Sewing Basket & Quilted Country Inn.......................................................... 19
Port Orchard, WA • Sidney Museum and Arts Association................................................. 22
Port Townsend, WA • Creative Union Fabrics.......................................................................... 22
Richland, WA • Anything Grows............................................................................................ 21
Richland, WA • White Bluffs Quilt Museum......................................................................... 19
Snohomish, WA • Cin-a-mon Stick and the Country Cupboard......................................... 22
Spokane (Greater Area), WA • Washington State Quilters - Patchwork & Pitstops ......... 20
Sunnyside, WA • Sunnyside Christian Thrift Shop.................................................................... 19
Walla Walla, WA • Fort Walla Walla Museum...................................................................... 23
Walla Walla, WA • Klicker's Berries & Antiques ........................................................................ 23
Walla Walla, WA • Walla Walla Sew & Vac............................................................................ 23
Walla Walla, WA • Walla Walla Valley Quilt Festival ................................................................. 23
Wenatchee, WA • North Central Washington Quilt Guild  ....................................................... 21
Yakima, WA • Quilter's Café................................................................................................... 22
WA • Diane's Longarm Quilting ................................................................................ 19
WA • Western WA Quilt Shop Hop ........................................................................................... 18
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Join us as we explore the state of Washington and their shops
and events. The great state has much to see and offer. 
And is close to many connecting Oregon shops and 
events as well!

 WELCOME TO WASHINGTON!

Independently owned quilt shops from Lynden to Vancouver invite you to participate in the 27th 
Western Washington Quilt Shop Hop shopping extravaganza beginning on June 15th and con-
tinuing through June 28th. This fourteen-day event is sponsored in conjunction with the Western 
Washington Quilt Shop Association and 35 locally owned quilt shops in Western Washington.

Shop Hop hours at all participating shops are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Saturday, and 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday. Pick up a passport at any participating shop after June 1st and, as you 
travel on the Hop, be sure to have your passport stamped at each shop you visit and receive your 
free block pattern.

A fabric kit will be available for purchase at each shop and will contain all of the fabric needed to 
complete the block. Each shop’s block is unique, and pricing may vary from store to store. Please, 
only one free pattern is provided per person—and you must be present to have your passport 
stamped and receive a block.

Your Passport to Western WA
Prizes include: two gift cards for in-shop shopping sprees—one for $500 and one for $250; twenty 
gift boxes filled with fabric, books, patterns and notions—retail value approx. $150/each; and sev-
enty $20 gift certificates redeemable at the issuing shop. Many shops will be holding drawings/
raffles within their stores.

This year’s exclusive Shop Hop fabric was designed by In the Beginning Fabrics and Clothworks 
Textiles.  Both companies are Seattle-based and design exclusive fabrics for the annual Shop Hop. 
The fabric is available for a limited time and only from participating shops. You may pre-order the 
fabric and pick it up on the first day of the Shop Hop. Once it’s gone, it’s gone forever!

This year’s fabric design is a blue and white aquatic theme. Starfish, sea creatures and a gorgeous 
water print will make you want to head to the beach!

Visit www.washingtonquiltshophop.com for a complete listing of participating shops, a down-
loadable brochure, passport information and everything you need to plan a fun shop hopping 
excursion. Also, like or follow on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/wwqsha.
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Greater Spokane Area Shop Hop 2026
“Patchwork and Pit Stops”

May 5th through May 9th
Pick up your free passport at your first shop

Brought to you by the Washington State Quilters 
For more info about participating shops, how to participate,

prizes and more, visit:  https://wsqspokane.org/home/shophop 
or following their Facebook & Instagram pages to see Updates for the Shop Hop: 

facebook.com/WSQSpokane; instagam.com/spokanewsq

 

 

 

219 Main Street, Grand Coulee, WA 
marlene@kissedquilts.com  
ph: 509-386-5715 

 

 

Quilting Supplies, Services and Support 
www.kissedquilts.com 

fabric, batting, wide backs, notions and long-arm machine services  
Sunday-Friday – by appointment 

Engineer by Education, Project Manager by Profession, Quilter by Passion 

 
Passport Magazines, Kits and Supplies Available 

Celebrate Earth Day!  by Marlene Oddie		
In celebration of Earth Day, I’m sharing two new designs with fabrics shipping June 
2026 to a local quilt shop.

I revisited an old friend when using a new Lumin 
Fabrics/Island Batik collection – Fossil Finesse. I 
originally designed this ‘jewels’ quilt in 2009 for 
a wedding. The version was called Peacock Jew-
els. With this new collection I used two slightly 
different background whites so you can see 
uniquely bordered jewels but also see white stars. 
The jewel tones and motifs in this fabric collection 
felt perfect for this quilt pattern. I enjoyed custom 
quilting it to really show it off!

Earth’s Essence is another Lumin Fabrics/Island 
Batik collection shipping soon. I used a fat quarter 
bundle of the collection to make this City Win-
dows pattern. It really maximizes the use of a fat 
quarter and shows off some of those larger print 
elements in the collection.

Ask at your local quilt shop that carries Island Batik 
fabrics for these fabrics and patterns. 

Marlene Oddie (marlene@kissedquilts.com) is an engineer 
by education, project manager by profession and now a 
quilter by passion in Grand Coulee, WA at her quilt shop, 

KISSed Quilts. She quilts for hire on a Gammill Optimum Plus but especially enjoys designing quilts 
and assisting in the creation of a meaningful treasure for the recipient. Fabric, patterns, kits and tem-
plates are available at http://www.kissedquilts.com. Follow Marlene’s adventures via 
http://www.facebook.com/kissedquilts and https://www.instagram.com/marlene.kissedquilts
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FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!
We want to connecet with you!

Covington Quilters Guild’s (CQG)’s 26th Annual Quilt Show “Legacy of Love” will be held on July 
24-24, 2026. Quilting legacies reflect the history and values of a community or family inspiring 
new generations to engage in the art of quilting.

More than 120 quilts will be on display, created by members of the guild ranging from seasoned 
quilters to newcomers showcasing a wide variety of techniques.  

Come and enjoy the many attractions at the show. 

* Two Raffle Quilts with one winner drawn on Saturday
* Tea Room     * Bed turning demonstrations
* Quilts, Table Runners and Barn Quilts for suggested donation
* Silent Auction for additional information
* Sales Room featuring fabrics, notions, and more 
 * Presentations from the guild’s Hugs group and Featherweight group.

This year’s challenge is the guild’s “America the Beautiful” Miniature Quilt Challenge.  It high-
lights the rich history of quilting from ancient examples found in Egypt around 400 BC to iconic 
American traditions.  Stories include Betsy Ross and the original US Flag, Civil War-era quilt block 
symbols used along the Underground Railroad and the development of barn quilts representing 
all 50 states.

Covington Quilters is a 501(C)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to sharing the love and 
knowledge of quilting while supporting the community through quilt donations.  The Guild ful-
fills its mission through an annual quilt show, monthly meetings with local speakers, workshops, 
retreats, and extensive quilt donations to: Cancer Centers at Covington/Auburn Multi-Care, PICC, 
Valley Medical Center, Vine Maple Place, See You Later Foundation, Nurse Family Partnership 
and Sleep in Heavenly Peace.

The CQG meets the first Thursday of each month at 7 pm at the Maple Valley Community Center 
– 22010 SE 248th St., Maple Valley, WA.  Visitors are welcome to attend two free meetings per 
year and may join regardless of age, residency or quilting experience.   The guild looks forward 
to growing its membership to better serve the community through the shared love of quilting 
and quilting fellowship.

Learn more about COG and the quilt show at:    https://covingtonquilters.org. 

Quilts….Legacy of Love
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PLACE YOUR AD WITH OUR SALES TEAM!
Patty Duncan | countryregisterorwasales@gmail.com | 605-591-2428  
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755 MYRA RD.
Walla Walla, WA(509) 525-7703

FWWM.ORG

A New Exhibit Coming July to Fort Walla Walla Museum...

FROM THE VALLEY 
TO THE NATION

4th of July Drink (Mocktail)
Ingredients
2 oz. Pina Colada Mix 
3 oz. Cherry 7-up
1 oz. grenadine
2-3 oz. Blue Berry Kool-aid*  
   *Squeeze bottles give you the best  
      color, taste and layering ability.
Ice for the glass
Optional: Whipped Cream and sprinkles

Instructions
1.	 Fill up a tall glass with ice
2.	 In a separate glass combine Cherry 7-up  

and grenadine.
3.	 Pour your Pina Colada mix over the ice.  

Fill to a little less than 1/3 of the glass. 
4.	 Slowly add your Cherry 7-Up mix to the glass.  

Pour close to the ice to avoid excessive fizzing. Fill about 1/3 of the glass.
5.	 Once your fizz has settled, slowly add the blue Kool-aide to the glass.  

Pour close to the ice to avoid excess mixing with your red layer. 
6.	 Top with whipped cream and red and blue sprinkled. Enjoy!



Saturday & Sunday
July 18 & 19, 2026

11am - 4pm

6 Beautiful Gardens 
100 Unique Quilts
in Mukilteo, Washington

Tickets: $25

Visit our Website: 
MukilteoGardenandQuiltTour.org

Partially funded by Lodging Tax and Co-Sponsorship Grants from the City of Mukilteo.

The Mukilteo Garden and Quilt Tour in Mukilteo, WA features a beautiful blending of spectacular 
gardens and traditional and contemporary art quilts. This self-directed Tour includes more than 
100 quilts delightfully displayed in six select gardens.

This event is a MUST SEE for those who love gardening and quilting. The Tour is presented rain or 
shine. Guests can take their time to see all the gardens over the two days of the event, however 
entrance to each garden is allowed only once. Gardens may not be ADA accessible and there are 
some steps and slopes. The number of tickets is limited so advance purchase is recommended.
On Tour Days a Raffle will be held at Rosehill Community Center, 304 Lincoln Ave. in Mukilteo 
featuring prizes that will please both gardeners and quilters. The drawing will be held at 4:15 on 
Sunday, July 19, and winners do not need to be present to win.

Several quilts on display in the gardens will be available for purchase and are marked “For Sale” 
with prices indicated in the Ticket Brochure. Tour Managers in the gardens will help facilitate the 
quilt purchases.

The Mukilteo Garden & Quilt Tour is an all-volunteer event comprised of members of the Mukilteo 
Way Garden Club and the Mukilteo Lighthouse Quilters. This winning combination of gardens 
and quilts blends beautifully and only happens once every two years. 

For more information, please visit our websites: Mukilteo Way Garden Club www.mwgc.org 
or Mukilteo Lighthouse Quilters www.mlquilters.org

The Tour is partially funded by Lodging Tax and Co-Sponsorship Grants from the City of Mukilteo.

Visit Mukilteo Garden & Quilt Tour

SEE OUR AD INDEX
 ON PAGE 17

Back Porch Break 
by Nancy Brummett 

Are You Feeling Egg-centric? 
 
Memories of Easters past always include fond recollections of the annual egg 

dying experience. We remember watching our mom spreading out yesterday’s 
newspaper on the kitchen table and getting out the egg dying kit from the 
grocery store. Today’s kits have fancy add-ons like stickers and such, but we just 
recall the package of tablets in different colors, the one copper wire egg dipper 
we took turns with, the wax crayon for writing our names on the eggs we 
chose, and the box with the punch-out holes for displaying our finished designs. 

For many of us it was the first time we inhaled the pungent smell of vinegar 
as we watched intently for the different colored tablets to dissolve in the cups of 
hot water. It didn’t take long to discover, once the white hard-boiled eggs had 
cooled enough to be carefully dipped in the dye, that the blue, green and purple 
dyes would work their magic first while the orange and yellow dyes took much 
longer. And red always turned out pink, right? 

I’m glad I also have memories of dying Easter eggs with my boys and with 
several of our grandchildren over the years. Inevitably some child would turn 
over a cup of dye and it would flow over the newspaper on to the floor, some-
one would drop an egg and crack it, or a grandchild would complain that a 
sibling was hogging the best colors, the dipper, or the crayon. But when all was 
said and done and the mess was cleaned up, we had a beautiful array of colored 
eggs nestled in fake green grass in a basket—all ready for an Easter morning 
egg hunt. There might have even been some slightly multi-colored egg salad to 
enjoy after Easter in the days before we knew about salmonella! 

Whereas kids can have just as much fun hunting for plastic eggs as real ones, 
especially if there’s a piece of candy or other surprise inside each one, much 
fancier eggs from different cultures have been a part of the art world for centuries 
and are often displayed under glass in golden egg cups 
in museums. Whether it’s the delicately painted Uk-
rainian pysanky egg or the jewel-encrusted Fab-
erge one, they are truly works of art. 

The eggs displayed on my coffee table 
each Easter are the multi-colored  marble 
ones I collected on travels in Germany and 
Italy in the early seventies. But I’m thinking 
this year I may just toss one of those egg 
dying kits in my grocery basket and have an 
egg-stravagant dying experience again. While I’m 
waiting for the fizzy tablets to reach their potential, I’ll 
turn in my Bible to Isaiah 43:19 and be reminded of God’s promise: See, I am 
doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? For the symbol-
ism of the Easter egg, of any variety, should not be missed even by the young-
est of us. New life, new birth, the promise of spring and of resurrection. That’s 
Easter in an egg shell. 

 
Nancy Parker Brummett is an author and freelance writer in Colorado Springs, CO. Follow her on 

Facebook, Instagram and Linked In or subscribe to her blog posts at www.nancyparkerbrummett.com.

Now Available!

The Hope of Glory
A Devotional Guide for Older Adults

From Columnist

Nancy Parker Brummett
Order print or eBook from

V O L U M E  T W O

The Best Summer Vacation Ever 
by Becky Van Vleet  

In 1963, a dozen eggs cost fifty-five cents, bread 
about twenty-two cents, and a gallon of gas about 
thirty cents. No dishwashers in most homes. Only land-
line phones with rotary dials, most with long coiled 
cords We learned current events by picking up a 
newspaper, turning on the radio, or watching black 
and white televisions. If we were lucky, we could pull 

in three major networks with aluminum foil wrapped around the tops of the an-
tennas. No internet, no computers. Everyday living was slower-paced. And it was 
at this time my parents made plans for our family of six to take a vacation by car 
across the country from Indiana to California in June of 1963. 

Anticipation ran high. After all, it was the first vacation for all six of us. Mother 
and Daddy planned in advance, saving every penny. We’d stay in motels along 
the way they said, whatever that entailed. As a ten-years-old, I’d never stayed at a 
motel. But I was about to discover what that was like. 

On the morning we left Indianapolis, we squeezed into our black and white 
1959 Chevrolet Impala (no AC). The trunk was crammed with our suitcases and 
two cameras. With the hand-cranked windows rolled down, I found myself in the 
back seat between my two older sisters. My little sister sat up front between 
Mother and Daddy. Without seatbelts, we at least had some wiggle room to 
move around. We set off with my mother handling the maps to guide my dad 
along the highways. 

Motels and swimming pools. I’d seen them, but had never experienced one. 
Indescribable bliss. I kept asking myself if life could get any better! I didn't even 
mind being squished between my sisters, though I did feel a twinge of jealousy 
as they stretched their arms out the windows to get a ”tan”. They even switched 
sides, explaining that both arms needed equal sun exposure. 

When we arrived in Colorado Springs, we stayed a few days at the Silver Saddle 
Motel, exploring the area. Surrounded by mountains, which were a first for me, 
my older sisters acted as my guardrails in the back seat as we wound our way 
up to the summit of Pikes Peak, navigating the twisting switchbacks. Snow in 
July? Unbelievable! But there it was, at the very top. My mother was quick to 
grab some and shape a snowball while my dad started rolling the movie camera 
to capture our family enjoying the snowy antics. 

At Garden of the Gods, we enjoyed an Indian performance, captivated by their 
swift dance moves in moccasins and vibrant feathered headbands. My heart raced 
as we climbed aboard the vertical train cars of the Manitou Incline. That experi-
ence might have prepared me for the incredibly steep descent to the river at the 
base of Royal Gorge. Talk about exciting. I held my breath the entire way down. 

My first experience with rock candy happened at the Royal Gorge. I gripped 
the stick and enjoyed each lick, pinching myself to confirm it wasn't just a dream. 
Despite all the exciting adventures in the Colorado Springs area, I couldn’t wait 
to get back to our motel to swim. 

When we drove through Utah, we stopped to tour the Mormon Tabernacle in 
all its splendor and beauty. 

Driving and more driving. Sometimes Daddy would have to pull off the side of 
the road so he could review the maps with Mother. (Quite a contrast from today’s 
GPS.) Eventually, we arrived in Carmichael, California where we unpacked the 
car to stay with Uncle Art and Aunt Marcia. My excitement mounted when I met 
these new family members and four cousins for the first time. I couldn’t wait to 
see my Grandma Troyan again. It had been a long time. When Uncle Chet and 
Aunt Beverly joined us, the family reunion was complete.  

While the sightseeing along the way was incredibly enjoyable, nothing com-
pared to our Troyan family gathering. The air filled with laughter and heartfelt 
hugs. The movie camera hummed, recording each happy moment. 

A few days later, we toured Sutter’s Fort State Historic Park in Sacramento, 
close to where my aunt and uncle lived. To top things off, we drove to the     
National Redwood Forest to view the magnificent sequoia trees. My eyes nearly 
popped when we drove THROUGH one of the giant trees. Shocked. How was 
that possible? A visit to China Town in San Francisco and riding a trolly car 
added another adventure. I could hardly contain my excitement as our family 
scuttered across the Pacific Ocean beach. 

For the return trip, we took a different route to visit old church friends in 
southern California and to visit the Painted Desert in Arizona. But nothing prepared 
me when we stopped at the Grand Canyon. As a young girl, I could barely  
comprehend the vastness and breathtaking beauty of this magnificent landmark. 

Over the years, my husband and I have taken our four daughters on unforget-
table vacations, exploring sights across the United States. As empty nesters now, 
we continue our travels, experiencing the world’s wonders. However, no trip has 
left a mark on me like the family vacation to California when I was a young girl. 
More than sixty years later, I still enjoy watching our old home movies (now on 
DVDs) of that trip. Whenever I see rock candy today, I’m taken back to the Royal 
Gorge. It really was the best summer vacation ever!   

Becky Van Vleet, a retired school administrator, lives near Colorado Springs with her husband, Troy. They 
are the parents of four grown children and enjoy spending time with their nine grandchildren. Becky is a 

children's picture book author, and her website is devoted to family stories and creating memories: 
www.beckyvanvleet.com. 

Becky Van Vleet, a retired school administrator, lives near Colorado Springs with her husband, Troy. They are the parents 
of four grown children and enjoy spending time with their nine grandchildren. Becky is a children’s picture book author, 
and her website is devoted to family stories and creating memories:  www.beckyvanvleet.com.


