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The Country Register has many opportunities for
individuals interested in sales and publishing
across the U.S. and Canada. If you are wanting to be

your own boss and meet some fantastic people,
give us a call -888-942-8950 or email us
info@barlomedia.com to learn more!
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owned and published specialty newspapers for the consumer who enjoys outstanding
shopping, events, day & overnight excursions and specialty classes.

The Country Register provides targeted, effective, and affordable advertising for the
promotion of Specialty Shops

For more information about publishing The Country Register contact Barb Stillman
or Lolly Konecky at 888-942-8950 or info@barlomedia.com, www.countryregister.com
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The Original Carolina Shop Hop 2026
Great Quilt Heist!

Are you ready for an adventure this summer? Join the fun for the Great Quilt Heist!
Shop Hop happening July 16th-25th.

Get your passport stamped at each shop you visit and be entered to win thousands in
prizes! Look for clues as you hop to all the different shops and you just might solve the
mystery of “Who Dun It” in the Great Quilt Heist! All those that have guessed correctly
will be entered into a drawing for a Prize Basket!!!

The Original Carolina Shop Hop group was formed in 2001 with six shops located
in North and South Carolina. Through the years the group has grown and membership has
changed, but their commitment to the Quilting and Sewing community has remained our
priority.

The group hosts a multi-day Shop Hop each summer. Each participating shop designs
a block, a series of blocks or a project which aligns with the theme of the Shop Hop.
Individual shops then create a quilted item from each shop’s blocks. Participating shops
offer Shop Hop kits, featured notions and other useful quilting finds! We are certain each
shop you visit will offer something to make your quilting experience better!

Visit the website at www.carolinasshophop.com for a list of participating shops, “Eat,
Sleep & Play” Ideas and How to Hop. Also be sure to like and follow their Facebook for all
the latest updates at www.facebook.com/carolinashophop.
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by Lyedia E. Harris
Creating Beau-TEA-ful Floral Bouquets

by Lydia E. Harris

“Your table looks lovely,” my friend said as she admired the bouquet I had arranged for
our teatime. My favorite part of serving tea is creating a lovely setting. If possible, I like
to include fresh flowers on the table along with the pretty teacups, linens, and tasty tidbits.
Whether tea parties are simple or sumptuous, fresh flowers create a fragrant and beau-TEA-
ful welcome.

Would you like to try your hand at arranging a floral centerpiece? If so, here are some
tips to get started.

Quick and Easy Arrangements

1. Select flowers and greenery from a local market or your garden. Choose mixed
bouquets to complement your dishes and table linens for a spring garden feel. Or pick a single
accent color for a more striking look. If possible, arrange the centerpiece the day before so

i you can focus on preparing food on
the party day. Set the bouquet in the
coolest part of your home overnight
so flowers won’t open and wilt.

2. Use an upright vase that fans
out at the top and allows flowers to
spread naturally rather than stand at
attention. A neutral or clear vase will
complement rather than compete
with the arrangement. Fill the vase
about three-fourths full of water.
Keep the flowers in water until you
are ready to arrange them.

3. Arrange the flowers in your
hand, adding one flower stem at
a time until the head of the bouquet looks attractive and is the size you wish. Hold the
bouquet next to the vase to determine the proper height. Then use a sharp knife rather than
scissors to cut the stems diagonally to the correct length. Scissors pinch the stems shut
so they cannot drink water. Remove
the leaves below the water line to
eliminate decay and to extend flower
life.

4. Place the flowers in the vase
and let them fan out. Then trim the
stems of the outer flowers slightly
shorter. Be sure the bouquet is low
enough so guests can see one another
across the table. For added color, tie
a ribbon around the mouth of the
vase to coordinate with the napkins.
Add more water as needed and enjoy
your lovely bouquet.

5. For a spur-of-the-moment tea time or when you do not have time to arrange flowers,
simply float blossoms and leaves in a glass bowl. Flowers like camelias and hydrangeas
work well for this.

Creativi-TEA

Glass vases or bowls aren’t the only option to use for containers. Anything that holds

; water will work. To make a small bouquet for a
card table, use a cup and saucer, a small cream
pitcher or even a gravy boat.

For a larger table, consider a teapot. One of
my favorite containers is a cracked floral teapot
I bought at a rummage sale for a nickel. I place
a small jar inside to hold water and arrange
the bouquet so ivy trails over the sides to hide
the crack. Select any container with personali-
TEA.

Fresh flowers perk up not only your table
but your guests as well. The welcoming beauty
and fragrance of flowers cheerfully announce
that “It’s Time for Tea!”

To add a special touch, you could serve
flowering tea at your teatime. (See Lydia’s Idea
File for more information.)

After teatime, I sometimes send the flowers
home with guests so the beauty and fragrance
of our time together can linger.

I’'m ready to plan a beau-TEA-ful teatime.
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ﬂluntfest is Coming! g o \

September 17 to 19, 2026 &% ‘ﬁte‘{‘a
Enter your quilts now, and give your pieced pro- =
ject a chance at winning a cash prize up to $300,
receiving recognition from the judge, or being on
display. Quilt registration is from April 1 to July
30 with quilts due the first week in September.

Discounted bus and group rates are available. See
details on the Quiltfest website.

QUITFEST

Prime F. Osbhorne Convention Center

SONVILLE 1000 Water St, Jacksonville, FL
Quiltfestjax.com 400+ Quilts — 50+ Vendors
FE @quiltfestjax Prizes—Boutiqgue—>Sient Auction—

IG @quiltfestjax Demonstrations—Kids Sewing Arca

THE GREAT

QUILT HEIST for the

Original
Carolina
Shop Hop 2026

3
July 16th-25th

www.carolinashophop.com

Georgia Event

Georgia Jugfest & Old Knoxville Days
May 16, 2026, 9 am — 4:30 pm
0ld Knoxville Courthouse
Over 70 vendors & food trucks, art show,
Craft and business booths and Puppy Pageant,
Band performance and so much more until 4:30-5 pm
Lunch and Learn on May 15th noon
For more information email: robertacrawfordcoc@gmail.com

Won’t you join me?

Lydia E. Harris enjoys serving tea to family and friends. Her books for grandparents
are: Preparing My Heart for Grandparenting, In the Kitchen with Grandma, and GRAND
Moments: Devotions Inspired by Grandkids. All are available at amazon.com or can be
ordered through local bookstores.

Lydia’s Idea File: Flowering Tea Balls

April showers bring May flowers and sometimes they even bloom in teapots. You can
purchase flowering tea balls to brew tea. The tea balls are made by hand-stitching tea leaves
and flowers together in various shapes before drying them. When you brew a blooming tea
ball in glass cups or teapots you can watch them unfurl before your eyes, creating delicious
tea along with a beautiful display. Adding them to a menu is like serving champagne or
caviar—it seems elegant and a bit extravagant.

Local tea merchants or tearooms may sell flowering teas. Or check the internet for other
sources. Many can be found on Etsy, including organic ones. Flowering tea adds a special
delight to teatimes. They also make popular gifts, especially for occasions like Mother’s
Day.
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CREATIVE PARADISE RETREAT

Myrtle Beach , SC

Beoking tor Winter /Spring 2024
Open Year-round, Sleeps 8, Fully
equipped for Quilters & Crafters.

Visit www.creativeparadiseretreat.com to book your stay!

Call {?41} +23-0070
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Piecing Life Together
Learning

by Barbara Polston

I had the great good fortune of beginning 2026 by attending a week-long creative
seminar. I enrolled in this course for several reasons. Having admired the instructor’s work
for many years, I was excited to learn her techniques. She works mostly by hand in wool
and cotton fabrics, embellished by beautiful embroidery stitches using a great variety of
threads. I was excited to learn more about hand embroidery and how stitch patterns and
threads are chosen to work together for such intricate and beautiful results.

There was no pattern to follow — we were instructed to do our own thing and appreciate
the Zen of hand stitching. We spent the first two days building the background upon which
we would ultimately embroider. All our background elements were to be applique stitched
in place sewing by hand. I love doing applique work, but all mine is done by machine. With
a few words of explanation from the instructor, I jumped in and stitched for hours to finish
that part of the process. By day three, we were beginning to sample embroidery stitches and
threads — but not, as I had hoped to learn, surrounding our applique shapes. All our stitches
were to create texture in the background. Finally, on day four, we began highlighting our
applique elements with stitches. There was little instruction other than demonstrations
of different stitches or products to consider employing. We were encouraged to just give
things a try.

I was happy with the progress on my learning piece, but I still didn’t think that I was
getting what I thought I signed up for. That is, until the last day of class. Everyone stitched
the morning away until midday. At that time, each of us laid our work at our place. All
the students wandered the room, looking at everyone else’s work, taking inspirational
pictures of things we wanted to try at home. It was eye-opening! Every work was delightful,
completely original, and different. I am so glad that I trusted the process, even more so
when the instructor complimented my progress.

While I didn’t necessarily get what I thought I signed up for, I learned so much! I
learned that, despite not doing hand applique, that I can do it, and do it well. I learned that I
know more embroidery stitches than I believed I did. I can look at illustrated directions for
how to complete a stitch and do so successfully. I learned that I could create work without a
specific plan and find satisfaction in the result. I learned that I am willing to give something
atry — and remove it if dissatisfied. I learned that slow stitching by hand is indeed Zen.

My sample work is far from finished. This is a project that can go on and on as new
ideas to try present themselves. Did I get what I thought I was signing up for? No, I got so
much more.

©Barbara Polston, February 2026. Barbara is the author of Quilting with Doilies:
Inspiration, Techniques, and Projects (Schiffer Press, 2015) and a series of children’s books
inviting young children to share in The Adventures of Puppy Brian (www.puppybrian.com).
Barbara lives in Tucson, Arizona where she has failed at retirement, but is getting more
time for sewing in a variety of forms. Contact Barbara at barbarapolstonquilter @ gmail.
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Become Inspired

Soulful Spaces

by Annice Bradley Rockwell

As spring comes into full bloom, our yards become abundant with life. Our landscape
becomes filled with green more and more each day. Our lawns are transformed and vibrant.
The trees that line our country property are showing signs of increased vitality. Our perennial
gardens seem to beckon us to enjoy some time getting back to a task we love—nurturing the
herbs and flowers that have become a soulful part of what we call home.

With temperatures gently warming and daylight hours stretching out before us, this time
of year is indeed a blessing. Spring is the ideal time to tackle some of the tasks we have
planned all winter long. Whether it is mending our Williamsburg-style fence or putting a
fresh coat of paint on our batten doors, spring often affords us both the weather and the
motivation to bring our ideas to life. And at the end of the day, after all of the hard work, the
satisfaction felt as you look upon
the fresh improvements will be
a sweet, welcomed reward to be
enjoyed all season long.

Creating Interest and Delight

Preparing and decorating our
outdoor spaces is time well spent.
As we sip our early morning
coffee on our stone patio on one
of the first warm mornings, we
may come up with special country
touches that will add interest and
delight to our outdoor spaces.
Woven bee skeps are a signature
country motif that can be put on
a large, seasoned stump or tall
post as a focal point to enjoy.
Country accents like tall, colorful
birdhouses can be hung against
the backdrop of a primitive fence
to add color amongst the growing
herbs. A sundial can be mounted
on a hand-hewn post to become
a central image in the kitchen
clipping garden.

When it comes time to harvest
our first batches of tender herbs,
there is nothing like bringing out
our sturdy, splint gathering backets
to assist in this joyful country task. As we gather, bind, and hang our first bundles of sage,
sweet marjoram, and lemon balm, we are easily inspired, for this is only the beginning. Our
gardens, whether culinary, medicinal, or decorative will serve us well with our generous
care. And in exchange for our efforts our reward will be a feeling of true peace that comes
with deep connection.

Honoring True Beauty

This season take time to savor the simple yet significant gifts of spring. Delight in
being surrounded by true moments of beauty—like the unexpected return of your first
hummingbird, or the vibrant first blooms of the lilac bush that graced your front stepstone
for generations. Take comfort in knowing that these reminders will always be around us if
we take the time to honor them.

Annice Bradley Rockwell is an educator and owner of Pomfret Antiques. She is currently
working on her book, New England Girl. NewEnglandGirl2012 @ hotmail.com
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115 E. Main Street, Harleyville, SC 29448

www.angeloakstitchery.com

843-462-7140 e omll
’ Regular Shop Hours: f '
Tuesday-Saturday, 10am - 4 pm; Closed Sunday & Monday .
* Manufacturers of our own line of acrylics for piecing and rulerwork
wn Il:H'IHil.r 1 II IJ IJI'I'II!"hEiL I'IIILL'.I'Ii:I o
1 h g:”“‘-,?“l, 'E.":T’MDE FhE rE O * Lomgarm Cruilting Services
Th] nqs ﬂb':l ut T:D hﬂPPE M. * Distributor of Sheer Delite “the preferred foundation for string quilts®
..... v j r:.
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NBY I .
T comec- Historic Downtown Summerville Home o 3
ﬁf People, Places & Quilts at Public Works Art Center Shﬁ‘ﬂ‘[‘ Dﬂ:lltﬂ BEHNINA
! |25 W. Richardson Ave. B43.871.8872 ppquilts.com The peelumed oundation of “Siring Guiks made fo creals

Searsport Rug Hooking

Classes, Events & Supplies for Rug Hooking, Applique and Penny Rug work

1000’s of Yards of Wool el EVENT
i . . ~pECL Al ML
100’ of Kits & Fun Projects! il July 21,22 & 23
One of the Largest Rug Hooking, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
APFIquE & Funthlng 5“PPIIE$ in the The Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center, IFS
Southern USA 1101 Lincoln Street, Columbia, SC. 29202 i
S0 Many Classes...EACH Month! 27 vendors with wool fabrics, yarns, applique, rug hooking,
CHECK ONLINE CALENDAR FOR DATES! stitching, cross sfitch, mini punch and rug punch,

Huge rug show with 100's of hand hooked rugs

i t, we'll teach Y t
VIE U CaUPIREN), Wo B TS0l You) T His and more on displaoy * An ornament chellenge display

pre-register, so call now or sign up online!

Choose from: Applique, Rug Hooking, Mini Punch, Woalk ins are 512 ot the door
Oxford Punch, Wooly Bowl, Silver & Wool Pendant, ~ Or register o attend 1,2 or all 3 days for a seat
or Wool Twisting for Trees and Wreaths in the hooking areo, access to free demos and classes.
- Hosted by Searsport Rug hooking

located at
1751 Kennerly Road, Irmo, SC. 290463
More details on attending, the event and lodging on our website
Searsportrughooking.com
Searsportrugs®aol.com + 941-828-1799 \j

Check website for our Workshops! Spots fill up
FAST. Sign up for our email to stay up to day
on special events, classes & more!
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Under New Dwnership - We're in Slitches
. 2 2310-A East North Street, Greenville, SC 20607
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Marietta's Quilt & Sew

3421 M. Indussinal Dirnee Sempsomvilie, S0 29681

Mariettas e

Now leaturing Art Gallery, Ruby Star & Tilda fabrics

QUHLT &  1aANOME Grace
SEW v Keala L ppow

Regular Shop Hours:
T@ Mon.-Fri. 10-5:30; Sal. 10-4; Sun. Closed

A\

7 << Quilting Sew Easy
D. B. A. Ann’s Quilt Store

1231 N. Limestone Street  Gaffney, SC 29340  B6y.649.1313
www.AnnsQuiltStore.com

Store Hours: M, T, W, F 10am-4pm | Sat 1i0am-2pm | Th & Sun closed

Quilting Notions | Long Arm Services | Classes | Fabrics

1 Handi Quilter
e B3 Quilting Sew Easy

w

Anderson Area Quilt: Show

Friday Saturday
July 1F. 2026 July 18. 2026
10am = Spm 10am = 4pm

Amdergan Civic Centar

A Celebration of Quilts

1027 Martin Lathar King Bbied.. Anderson. SC
Fedicrh mill bodf Snailibhis 48 gurohbid dalifd ot asdirisbidvimlii (il Fuddth

Cwer 200 Quilts e Boutique with
Exciting Categories | T | Handcragted Hems
Regional Vendors L Raffle Baskets
auilt Ha”!rt:- Sewring Mackene Sleaning Secondhand Ehﬁp

Silent Auction B Sastaar Sharpeasng Book Mook

Saervice 08 S
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# 1 JuNign GuiLiens SmowWLuLE i) i
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“Celebration of Quilts”
Returns July 17 & 18 in Anderson, SC

The Prickly Fingers and Electric City Quilters Guilds of Anderson, SC are proud to
announce the return of the “Celebration of Quilts” Biennial Quilt Show on Friday, July 17
and Saturday, July 18, 2026.

This highly anticipated event will showcase the incredible talent of Anderson quilters
and features vendors, demonstrations and special shopping opportunities for art enthusiasts
of all kinds. Located at The Civic Center of Anderson in the Anderson Sports and
Entertainment Center, 3027 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. in Anderson, SC. Show times are
Friday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Admission is
$7.00 per person daily, plus applicable taxes and fees.

Attendees will be treated to a spectacular display of over 200 quilts entered into 18
different categories. Everyone will enjoy a stunning collection of quilting excellence by
past years winners and antique quilts from private collections, as well as the quilts available
for raffle. A favorite feature of the show is the popular Viewers’ Choice Awards, which
allows entrants to cast a ballot for their favorite piece in each category. A highlight of
the show is the Junior Showcase, a special non-voting category, which shines a light on
the works created by talented quilters under the age of 17. Visitors are invited to see the
exciting creations of the region’s future fiber artists.

In addition, there will be 15 regional vendors offering a wide variety of quilting and
sewing supplies. For a good bargain, check out the Book Nook for used quilting magazines
and sewing books and the Second-Hand Shop for great deals on new and gently used
quilting and sewing notions. At the Boutique, guests will find unique, handmade items
crafted by guild members. You will also have an opportunity to get your sewing machine
cleaned and scissors sharpened. Representatives from the Upstate Heritage Quilt Trail will
be there, too.

Themed Raffle Baskets ($1 tickets) and a Silent Auction featuring a variety of beautiful
creations, Auction will close every two hours to make bidding easier. Each guild has a
full-size quilt to be raffled. Tickets for these quilts will be sold at the door and the winners
will be drawn at the end of the show (winners need not be present). Photos of the quilts are
available online at andersonscquilters.org.

The Prickly Fingers and Electric City Quilters Guilds are deeply committed to
philanthropic efforts by making quilts, pillowcases, bags and Christmas stockings for those
in need in the Anderson area. The show will feature booths from two key philanthropy
partners: Quilts of Valor, which creates quilts for veterans, and Project Linus, which
makes quilts for children. The Guilds extend their sincere thanks to All About Fabrics in
Williamston for their continued support, along with all sponsors. The show is supported by
ATAX Funding provided by the City of Anderson and Anderson County to promote tourism
and economic development.

The Civic Center of Anderson is conveniently located off I-85 at exit 19A, Clemson
Blvd. Hotel rooms are available at a courtesy discount rate for out-of-town visitors. Please
mention the Anderson Area Quilt Show when making reservations. Information is on the
quilt show website.

The Prickly Fingers Guild meets the second Wednesday of the month at 9:30 a.m. at
the Jo Brown Senior Center, 105 S. Fant Street in Anderson, SC. The Electric City Guild
meets the fourth Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. at Pleasant View Baptist Church,
2511 Dobbins Bridge Road in Anderson, SC. For more information on the show, vendor
opportunities, sponsorships or the quilt guilds, please visit andersonscquilters.org.
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Life - to be Continued

by Wayne M. Bosman

Last year was a momentous and chaotic one for our little family with the passing of both
my daughter and my mother, but life continues on. With spring’s annual rebirth going on
all around us comes an inspiration to see what life has in store for us in this new season of
life. While I am still slowly opening my eyes and heart to the joy of life, Kerri has already
started exploring hers.

For her, the place to start was to revisit things that she has enjoyed in the past. She has
always loved local history and been an avid seamstress. She has spent the last few years
teaching preschool to indulge her love of young children. A natural meeting point of these
things fell into place for her this spring.

When we moved to the North Carolina coast a couple of years ago, a new local history
opened up. Because life can be busy, we never had time to explore the history of the region.
We had passed right by the History Museum of Carteret County many times, always vowing
to stop in. We have time now. What we found was an opportunity for her to pursue three
of her loves.

The museum started a program aimed at opening up fourth graders to how their area
was settled and grew to what it is now. Kerri fit right in. Over the years she made a number
of true to period dresses that she wore giving tours at historical sites. Most of them still fit,
although some apparently shrank or something....

She augmented them with new dresses and aprons that she spent enjoyable evenings
creating. One of her characters that she got to portray for the Museum program was a locally
well-known woman who was a Civil War era spy for the Confederacy. Miss Emeline spent
the war smuggling supplies to Confederate soldiers across Union lines. The voluminous
skirts of the era coupled with a lady’s personal modesty gave her plenty of hiding places.
Kerri stitched together a slip with pockets capable of holding a pair of boots, two pairs of
pants, bandages, sewing articles and an entire ham without looking out of place. She put
her hair up in a way common to the era and hid notes in her hair that she gave to the fourth
graders during their field trips.

The children loved it all. Opening a window for them to a time when there was no
internet, no television or even radio. Telephones were not yet invented, much less cell
phones. Cars? No. Malls? No. For most families, a trip to town was a major undertaking
to sell what they produced or to buy what they couldn’t. Kerri would come home from
the museum excited and enchanted by the questions the children asked, and how some
children’s eyes lit up when something caught their imagination.

Kerri, for her part, started sewing things by hand whenever she could, to try to make
everything as true to life as possible. No more zippers, which weren’t invented yet. Elastic,
invented in 1820, was technically okay, but the likelihood of it being available here was
small. Buttons, hooks and ties were the order of the day. Dyeing by hand was common,
especially with indigo as a local cash crop. She hasn’t tried that yet.

For Kerri, Spring has sprung. For me, the first tentative shoots are emerging from my
fallow soil. I hear the birds more now, insistently calling out their springtime message. I look
over my unfinished projects and actually finishing some! I look out at the ocean, waiting for
the schools of fish to migrate through, following a rhythm that only they understand. I stay
still, grateful that I have a life to be continued.

Wayne M. Bosman is a retired auto mechanic living in Cape Carteret, NC. His email is
wbosmanl @gmail.com.
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American Revolution Exhibit
Offers Look at Home Life During
Conflict

From 1775-1783, patriots and loyalists engaged in ongoing skirmishes and all-out U l—[ (‘(2., T
battles as the American Revolution spread throughout the 13 Colonies. And while these Upstate Heritage Chailt Trail
battles draw most of the attention, daily life among citizens and non-combatants continued
on the home front.

Upcountry Road to Freedom: Upstate South Carolina During the American Revolution,
the newest exhibition now open at the Upcountry History Museum in Greenville County,
focuses on the people, places and events of the Southern Campaign’s war years while
offering a look at the culture and life in the Backcountry during this period.

Even before the American Revolution, life in the Backcountry was hard. Challenged by
the limitations of having to make do with only what they could grow, build or make, early

o TR oo [hellpstate Heritage QuiltTrall

with hard work, perseverance and A self-guided tour that invites you to explore the
determination. A desire to also histo £ it b b < of &
establish a sense of home and istory of quiting in the Upsiate Counties of South Carolina
comfort pushed the women to
become even more resourceful in
producing welcomed necessities,
such as clothing, bedding, candles,
soaps and maintaining vegetable
gardens to keep their families fed.

Featured in the Upcountry
Road to Freedom exhibit is a
white work coverlet handsewn by
Rebecca Calhoun Pickens, wife
of American Revolution military
leader Gen. Andrew Pickens, for their daughter, Mary Pickens Harris. Crafted over 220
years ago, this coverlet still stands out for its distinctive stitching and unique figured and
fancy characteristics. Another exceptional work included in the display is a handspun
overshot cotton coverlet woven in a Chariot Wheel variation pattern from the Ninety Six
District, dating from the 1750s. Both pieces are original works from the Upcountry region
of South Carolina. Also on exhibit is a silk lace scarf made by Eliza Lucas Pinckney in
Charleston using silk grown in South Carolina’s Lowcountry. Known for her development
of the indigo trade in the state, Pinckney incorporated the plant into the design of the scarf.
All pieces have been passed down

through the families over the f - H'- -

generations. ) 4 Guided Tour Information or Ciher General Inquiries,
This exhibition, organized by e

the Upcountry History Museum Contact Us at: 1.864,723.6603 email: infofguhqt.org

in partnership with Clemson . uhgt.org Facebook: (Upstate Heritage Quilt Tradl

University and private collectors, -

will be on display through Funded through the City of Anderson, and

September 5, 2027. T Ancierson, Oconese, Pickens and Walhalla Coundies ATAX Commissions

The Upcountry History
Museum is located at 540
Buncombe Street in Greenville, | e e A A B
S.C. Hours of operation are
Tuesday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.
For more information, call 864-467-3100 or visit www.upcountryhistory.org.
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Design/ by Doodle
Quilt Shop

uilting & embroidery supplies,
Qilting PP Fahncs Nc:-tlnns Supplies for

Emhrmdery. Hamnum Clurlhng & Smocking.
Shop Q‘rllrne ‘www.nbfabric.com
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machines, classes, notions, & more!

110 Little Nine Rd Ste-B
Morehead City NC 28557
252-T614-9030
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Closed Sun & Mon
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45" Annual Quilt
Show & Cnmpetifinn

Friday June 19 3am - Spm & Saturday June 20 Sam - 4Fm
Knoxville Expo Center, 5441 Clinton Highway, Knoxvills, THN 37872

Dnilﬂ Admission $10
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Mountain Quilters of Tennessee
ost 45th Annual Quilt Show

More than 200 stunning quilts will be on display June 19-20, 2026, in the Knoxville
Expo Center at 5441 Clinton Highway (at Merchant Drive) in Knoxville, TN. Hosted by
the Smoky Mountain Quilters of Tennessee (SMQ), the show will take place from 9 a.m.
- 5 p.m. on Friday and from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. on Saturday.

“We are excited to welcome everyone in the community to come and enjoy these
wonderful creations and all the fun activities the show has to offer,” said Jennifer Wilkerson,
SMQ Show Co-Chair.

The show will feature a special opportunity for attendees to bring their own quilts
—historic or contemporary — and preserve their story during a free three-minute video
recording session. Their video will be archived by the Quilt Alliance through their “Go
Tell It!” project. The Quilt Alliance is a non-profit organization dedicated to documenting,
preserving and sharing our quilt heritage.

Another highlight of the show is an antique quilt turning and quilt history discussion by
Merikay Waldvogel, a well-known quilt historian, author and 2009 Quilters Hall of Fame
inductee. She will be assisted by Cindy Stuart, a certified quilt appraiser. The event will
take place at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. on Friday, June 19. Other special attractions include the
SMQ Boutique, which offers a unique selection of items handcrafted by guild members
and a scavenger hunt for the young ones. Throughout the show, attendees also may shop
vendors. Cindy Stuart will offer quilt appraisals by appointment. To schedule an appraisal,
call 865-386-0940.

The show is known for drawing high quality entries and this year the guild is offering
$7.800 in prize money. “These quilts are beautiful works of art,” said Candy Stanton, SMQ
Show Co-Chair. “You will be treated to a creative display of color, texture and design,
proudly exhibited by many talented quilters,”

Admission is $10; for a two-day pass, $15 and free for children under age 12. The Expo
Center has free parking and is accessible to the disabled.

For more information about the show and the guild, please visit www.smokymtnquilters.
com, email info@smokymtnquilters.com or find us on Facebook and Instagram: Smoky
Mountain Quilters of Tennessee.

About Smoky Mountain Quilters

The Smoky Mountain Quilters of Tennessee is a nonprofit 501c3 organization. Guild
meetings are typically on the first Tuesday of each month at Messiah Lutheran Church, at
the intersection of Papermill Drive and Kingston Pike in Knoxville. A social time 6:30 p.m.
precedes the formal meeting, which begins at 7 p.m. Please check the SMQ website, as
dates and locations may vary.

SMQ’s primary goals are to promote and encourage the knowledge of quilt making
as an art and a craft, to study its history as an integral part of our past and to promote
friendship through shared activities. Guild activities include workshops, block drawings,
exhibits and quilts made for local charities. The guild’s more than 100 members are as
diverse as the quilts they love - traditional and art quilts, complex and minimalist modern
designs, miniatures and bed-sized and hand- or machine-stitched.
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KISSed Quilts

Celebrate Earth Day!

In celebration of Earth Day, I'm sharing two new
designs with fabrics shipping June 2026 to a local quilt
shop.

I revisited an old friend when using a new Lumin
Fabrics/Island Batik collection — Fossil Finesse. I
originally designed this ‘jewels’ quilt in 2009 for a
wedding. The version was called Peacock Jewels.
With this new collection I used two slightly different
background whites so you can see uniquely bordered
jewels but also see white stars. The jewel tones and
motifs in this fabric collection felt perfect for this quilt
pattern. I enjoyed custom quilting it to really show it off!

Earth’s Essence is another Lumin Fabrics/Island
Batik collection shipping soon. I used a fat quarter
bundle of the collection
to make this City
Windows pattern. It really maximizes the use of a fat
quarter and shows off some of those larger print elements
in the collection.

Ask at your local quilt shop that carries Island Batik
fabrics for these fabrics and patterns.

Marlene Oddie (marlene@Fkissedquilts.com) is an
engineer by education, project manager by profession
and now a quilter by passion in Grand Coulee, WA at
her quilt shop, KISSed Quilts. She quilts for hire on a
Gammill Optimum Plus but especially
enjoys designing quilts and assisting in
the creation of a meaningful treasure for
the recipient. Fabric, patterns, kits and
templates are available at http://www.kissedquilts.com. Follow Marlene’s
adventures via http://www facebook.com/kissedquilts and https://www.
instagram.com/marlene kissedquilts
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by Marlene Oddie
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1" MOUNTAIN TOP QUILT SHOW
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A Salute to America
July 10-11, 2026

9:00-4:00
Community Complex
1398 Livingston Rd
Crossville, TN

Quilts, Vandors, Damos, Bad Turning, Quilt of Valor, Quilt Appraisals,
Boutigue Sales, Judging and Non-Judging Categories and Door Prizes

Admission is $7
For more information, details or entry forms contact
931-787-5377 or MountainTopFabrics.com
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East Tennessee
Shop Hop
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July 13 - August 1, 2026

Featuring Windham fabrics
2026 East Tennessee Quilt Shop Hop Participating Shops
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Beckie™ Sewing Cenler
4 23-676-5337
2N CHd Hwy 25E., Tazewsell, TN J7RTY

W, e Kiessew N oe e oo

Loose Threads
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www Iwistedsistersquiltshop com
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You can purchase your Shop Hop Passports starting June 1, 2026,
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Carolinas & Tennessee

The
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cherrypitquiltshop.

Art of Sewing

111 Jack White Drive, Suite 7
Kingsport, TN 37444
423-246-4520

Artofsewingtri.com

In Stock and Available Iu Demo NOW

QUILTMOTION X FOUNDATION
Awtomatie Guilting for YOUR domestic sewing maching
Fiwless Daesigns. Mo steep learning curve.
Call us for more information
Visit us for a hands-on demonsiration

4219 Ft. Henry Dr. Ste. 100

ALL KENTUCKY

Kingsport, TN 37663 & TENNESSEE
423-406-1401 SHOP HOP
Handi Hours
m Quilter Tues-Fri: 10am-6pm
i g, Sat: 10am-3pm
CHEDNENED  (losed Sun and Mon

WWW!HEAVENLYSTITCHESQUILTINGICOM

Deep Springs
DISCOUNT

FABRICS

YOUR DOWN HOME SHOP
for Guality 100% cotton
quilting fabrics
Dally Senior
Discounts & Sales
786 Haynes Rd
Dandridge, TN 37725
1 mile off |1-40 412 exit

MOMNDAY through SATURDAY
10AM-6PM

www deepspringsdiscountiabrics.com

AT DEEP SPRINGS DISCOUNT FABRICS, WE TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY.

127 Serral Drive, Suite 2 |
Greaneville, TN 37745

SEWING BEE, L
QUILT SHOP  Hah, .. ccvimgrectc com

Sewing Machines, Fabric, Notions, Classes for all skill

A

“'.f,"u'qlumf-ﬂ‘-' levels, Machine Cleaning and Repair, and the largest
<uof selection of wide back fabric in the region! Friendly
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Taurus the Bull, Tea and Me

by Barbara Kalkis

I am not a believer in astrology or horoscopes, but I learned that some traits of my April
birthday sign, Taurus the Bull, hit uncomfortably close to home. It is true that I am logical
and goal oriented. I like to think I’m dependable, loyal and a hard worker, but sometimes
stubborn and slow to accept change. (Finally! An excuse for why I’ve not remodeled my
kitchen!). However, if I dwell too long on the longer list of a bull’s “earth signs,” I visualize
myself on an 1800s farm, stolidly plowing a field or dragging a covered wagon from St. Joe,
MO, to Sacramento, CA gold country. Not a pretty picture.

One source states that Taureans love good food and great meals. Right! Supposedly, we
are great cooks. Wrong. Unless you want 10 different ways to make canned tuna fish. My
favorite meals are those with easy-to-be-with friends. One such group is my cardmaking
group. Every month we meet for breakfast in a cozy mom-and-pop café. My go-to breakfast
there is two poached eggs, potatoes and rye toast with coffee. Yes, I know I’'m supposed to
be talking about the wonders of tea, but it’s important to understand that there’s always an
exception to the rule. Part of it is a matter of taste. Somehow, coffee and eggs cooked in
any style just go together in terms of flavors. The other part is that I’ve never really found
a restaurant that makes good hot tea.

This insight occurred to me one morning as we gathered. We all ordered coffee, except
for Denice. She had ordered tea. While we were drinking hot coffee, I observed that her tea
bag was floating aimlessly around in her cup, like a goldfish in bowl. The water was just too
cool for the tea’s flavor and color to be released. That’s when I reconfirmed my restaurant
rule to drink coffee or iced tea “out” and hot tea “in.”

My kitchen may be light on exotic herbs and spices, unless you count sea salt as “exotic,”
but I have a plethora of tea varieties, ranging from white tea to green tea to black tea to
herbals, from fruited teas to florals and fermented brews. Coffee aficionados can rave about
the merits of Columbian versus Ethiopian coffee beans, but those comparisons fade against
tea. You cannot put a rose or chrysanthemum, ginger or peppermint in coffee unless it’s the
froth on top of a drink that isn’t really coffee. If you have a cold, drink tea with lemon. An
upset stomach? Tea with ginger. Stressed? Chamomile. Celebrating summer? Peach tea.
Crave a standby at lunch? Jasmine works fine. Need a sweetener? Use honey. Tea easily
adapts to flavors. Consider Genmaicha tea combines roasted rice with Matcha tea for a
smoky, tasty exotic flavor. Try putting rice in coffee and see what that gets you.

Preparation time is an important difference between tea and coffee. Coffee is fast. Place
coffee grounds in a pot or pop a packet in a coffee machine and in moments you have hot
coffee. Tea takes time. Boil water. Place a tea bag or an infuser containing tea leaves into
the pot. And wait. Wait until the tea diffuses the water with flavor. In shops, coffee drinkers
expect their drink to be made and paid for in an instant. With tea, we know that good
drinks take time. Tea slows the pace of life to a moment that lets us grapple with whatever
emotion we are feeling. Somehow, tea makes everything manageable. Even learning that
your astrology sign contrived to hit some of your personality traits right on target.

©Barbara Kalkis, 2026. Barbara loves writing, teaching communications, and
consulting on high-tech topics. Her poetry book is Little Ditties for Every Day: A Collection
of Thoughts in Rhyme and Rhythm. Contact her at BarbaraKalkisO1 @gmail.com.
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Traveling with Purpose

by Julie Pirtle

I have very fond memories of summer vacations. Looking back from a parent’s
perspective, it is very clear how much time and effort was spent by my parents to make our
vacations fun. With that being said, my Dad was a “get there now with no frivolity” kind of
guy. Me on the other hand? I wanted to stop and read historical markers and stop at every
roadside wonder.

The saying “It’s about the journey, not the destination” rings true with me. The journey
can be just as much fun as the destination! Our country is rich with history and whimsy.
Taking the time to experience it all adds such a layer of richness to a trip.

Share your route with your children and challenge them to come up with interesting (or
crazy) stops they’d like to experience. Being part of the planning can give them ownership
in the upcoming adventure. If you have no kids on board, challenge yourself!

Bring an empty tablet or journal and make daily entries. Include funny things that
happened, places you visited and people you encountered. Encourage children to do the
same.

If you are the kind of person that likes to document your trips with souvenirs, be sure to
bring along a storage envelope. Make sure that it is large enough to hold brochures, maps,
etc.

The journaling and souvenirs will come in very handy when it’s time to make your
photo album (whether it’s scrapbooked or digital). It’s so nice to have everything in one
place and to also have written notes when it’s time to create.

Be CURIOUS! Stop at the historical markers. They are there for a reason. Take in the
information. Look at the scenery and imagine what it was like when history was taking
place.

Have FUN! Unlike my Dad, my husband will stop to let me look at anything (bless his
heart!!). The last time we did this was for a Flintstone roadside attraction in Arizona. It had
life size simulations of their cars.

On that same trip, we found ourselves standing on the corner in Winslow, Arizona.
Of course, we had to take photo opportunities at both attractions! It still makes me smile
whenever I see the pictures.

Don’t RUSH! Enjoy the culture, people and geography. It’s memory making time.

Packing items to make the trip more convenient is also important. Of course, ample
supplies of water and weather appropriate items are a must. However, there are a few

Continued on page 13...
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% Hand-guided * Edge-to-edge + Pantographs
Phone; 336-309-9007 + Email: bearhugquiltworks @gmail.com
www.bearhugquiltworks.com

Lang Arm Qilliing, Castem & Speclaloy Quils

T-Shirt and Phote Memory Quilis, Revoration & R-l:plir of Cjuils
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Quilting L.ike Cors

Long Arm Quilting, T-Shirt and Memory &uilts,
Custom and Repair &uilts

Monroe, NC 28174 + Terry Mathieu (704)953-4603
www.quiltinglikemom.com

QuiltPatternsMore.com

An Online Shop
*atterns ! Fiber Art / Costom Quilts
By Karen Kuske, Fiber Artist
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Code: CRMJIW - good thru &30
Al made in the USA

Studio m Eastern TN %

Website: OuiliPatternshore.com
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Quilt Kits for Busy Pesple
Pre-measured, custom cut quilt kits - Designed so you can sit and sew!

Coma Bea Us...
A Mountain Quilt Fest, LeCode Center, Pigeon Forge, TH, June 8-11

Misit our anline stare at WWW.LCANQUIlt.coOm for beautitul items
you can sew in an evening and give the next day!

~———— Contact us at ucanquilt@gmail.com - (019) 630-8501 —————

“Quilfers, Kaitters &NdleAtt |

Find Your Favorite Shops When You Travel
intheNeedleTravel Guide

Purchase at your local shop or from us online.
Don't forget to download the NeedleTravel App!

enjoy its companion:

ShopHopper..--

Your free travel planner a8 MeedieTravelcom

Proud Sponsor of the All State ShopHop!
needletravel.com or B88-737-0847

A Primitive Place Magazine
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Take a step back in time with A Primitive Place,
where history comes alive!
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www.aprimitiveplacemagazine.com

Enter toWin a
$25 Gift Certificate

The Country Register is giving away one $25 Gift Certificate to be spent at a
local advertising Shop to one of our lucky readers! Use it to go shopping at
your favorite Country Register advertiser.

The drawing will be held on June 1st and the winner will be announced in our
July-August issue. The gift certificate will be mailed to the winner.

Entry Deadline is June 1, 2025
(Names are not sold, given away or used for any other purpose.)
Drawing Entry Form
Name
Phone:
Address
City, State & Zip
E-mail address:

Name of my favorite Country Register advertiser is:

Tell us what makes this advertiser your favorite (required to enter):

To enter, complete this form and mail to:

The Country Register, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087
(Photocopy of form is fine. Be sure to answer all questions.)
Or email the information to: carolinas@barlomedia.com
and put “Gift Certificate” in the subject line.

Please tell us about a local North or South Carolina or E. Tennessee Bazaar/Festival, Craft
Show, Tea Room, etc that you would like to see advertising in the next issue of in The
Country Register:

We welcome your comments and/or suggestions about The Country Register. Include
a note with your drawing entry, send us an email or give us a call at 1-888-942-8950.
We enjoy hearing from our readers!




May-June 2026

Franklin, NC ¢ Shelby, NC « Madison, NC ¢ Special Events 13

World Largest Hand-Carved Bowl
Takes Center Stage at Mountain
Artisan’s “Summertime” Show

Visitors to Franklin, NC will have a rare opportunity this summer to experience a
true work of craftsmanship. The world’s largest hand-carved wooden bowl created by
internationally recognized woodcarver Bobby Moore of Greenville, SC will be a feature
highlight at the Mountain Artisans’ 35th Annual Summertime Arts and Crafts Show,
June 12-13,2026. -

Carved entirely by hand from a
massive pin oak tree, the monumental
bowl is not only a feat of artistic
vision but also of endurance and skill.
According to the Guinness Books
of Records, Moore’s extraordinary
creation holds the title of the World’s
Largest Hand-carved bowl. The tree
itself came from a neighbor’s property
and was transformed last year into what
many consider a once-in-a-lifetime
masterpiece. Bobby has been an award-
winning woodcarver for years and
exhibited at fine art and craft shows all
over the southeast. He will be bringing his smaller bowls for collectors to choose from.

The Mountain Artisan’s 35th Annual Summertime Art and Crafts Show is being
held at a NEW location this year - Robert C. Carpenter Activities Center 441 south in
Franklin, N.C. on June 12-13, 2026, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. each day. Long recognized as
a cornerstone of Western North Carolina’s art scene, the Mountain Artisans’ show always
features original Art and Crafts at great prices. Attendees can browse and purchase original
works in glass, woodcraft, fine art, quilts and sculptures.

Admission to the event is $5 with children admitted free. Complimentary parking is
available and concessions will be offered on-site.

For more information go to www.mountainartisans.net or contact Doris Hunter at
djhunter155@gmail.com, 828-524 3405.

Scraps and Crafts
What Could be Better?

by Deb Heatherly

Summer is a great time to pull out your scraps and put them to use! Scraps not only
make great scrap quilts but fun crafts as well. Here are a few ideas for scrap projects to
make with your grandchildren or other young people in your life. You can also donate
scraps to a friend teaching a summer camp or to someone teaching crafts at Bible school.

For the youngest, cut a variety of colorful squares, rectangles and triangles from the
scraps. Add paper, crayons or colored pencils, ribbon or twine and a glue stick, and you
have everything you need! These items will be like paint to a young artists mind. As an
added bonus you will be teaching about shapes. Small rectangles can be the petals and
leaves for a flower. Triangles can be the sails of a boat. Small squares can be eyes and a
rectangle can be a mouth on a funny face. The ideas are endless.

Older children, with a bit more patience, might enjoy using small snips in a collage. Tiny
pieces can be glued to a drawing they create or use a coloring book page as the backdrop.
Color the drawing or page first, then glue tiny bits of like colors on the page. Provide
tweezer to help them carefully place the small bits and scissors for needed trimming. As
a bonus, provide them with a small clear Christmas ornament in which they can place
leftover bits. This ornament will memorialize a fun day.

Those old enough to use a rotary cutter and sewing machine (with supervision of course),
are sure to love making the popular “hot dog” pillowcases. If you are not familiar with
these, just google “hot dog pillowcase” for a tutorial. The term comes from the technique of
rolling up the fabric and then pulling it out on one end. When I owned my quilt shop, this
was always a favorite project for my kids club. They loved making them for themselves
and as gifts. If you have an embroidery machine, let them personalize them! The look of
fascination and delight as they watch the machine stitch out their name always made me
smile.

Another favorite of my kids club was anything that lets them play with buttons. This
mini flag is a perfect project to celebrate our country’s 250th. You will need (1) 6 %4” square
of blue, (3) 1 4" x 7 %”and (2) 1 12” x 12 %47 strips of red, (2) 1 12” x 7 %2 and (2) 1 2” x
12 15” strips of white. Sew the 1 5” x 7 14” strips together and add to the right of the blue
square. Sew the 12 15” strips together and add below. Sew on buttons in the blue square
in any formation. (I added some
white chenille on the white strips
but that is optional). You can make
this into a mini quilt or add a back
to make it into a pillow.

Summer is for memories
and nothing could be better than
creating those memories with the
younger generation. When you
take the time to instill the love of |
creation, you do more than just
use up a few scraps, you plant the
seed of creativity that will last a
lifetime. Who knows, the craft
you teach today could be a craft
they will pass on for generations
to come.

Deb Heatherly is a designer for Creative Grids® rulers and the author of eight popular
pattern books. Creative Grids® fans are invited to join her Facebook group, “Grids
Girls,” for tips and inspiration and two free mysteries each year. https://www facebook.
com/groups/770429649800457/.

Shop Owners are invited to join her group just for you, “Grids Girls for Quilt Shop
Owners Only” https://www.facebook.com/groups/273593657256524.

Visit Deb’s website at www.Debscatsnquilts.com

QUILT = SEW = CREA
Your Creative Sewing Center and Quilt Shop
23 Macon Center Dr., Franklin, NC 28734
828-524-3300
Hours: Man-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 10am-3pm
wanw, astitehintimenc.com
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| SANDY’S
COUNTRY CHRISTMAS CRAFTS & VARIETY
2536 W. Dixon Blvd., Shelby, NC 28152
704-471-0015
OPEN ALL YEAR

Monday-Saturday 9 am - 6 pm * Closed on Sundays
: Movember thru Christmas 9 am -9 pm

124 W. Murphy Street - Madison, NC 27025
At 20 Mot Wtk of Groomadions, 40 336-42T-T 144

Fabrics - Quilts - Classes
Custom Collage Kits Available

Regular Hours; Mon-Sat 10-4
MaylJune All Blue Ridge Shop Hop hour 10 - 5, M - Sa

5000+ bolts Quality Fabrics,
Patterns, Books & Inspiration |

ALL BLUE RIDGE

www.stitchpartystudio.co
stitchpartystudio@gmall.com

Mountain Artisans presents

ot “Summertime”

Arts and Crafts Show
Fri, June 12 -Sat, June 13, 2026
Hours 10-5 each day
'ﬂ&ifﬁuﬂ At g C&rgti’ al gheat phiced
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NEW Location:

Robert C. Carpenter Center,
288 Georgia Road, Franklin, NC

Admission:$5.00 Adults, Children Under 12 Free
www.MountainArtisans.net

Arfist Levis Hallowiey
Spiril Sculplure

Traveling, continued from page 10...

items that I always include when traveling. Hand sanitizer. A roll of paper towels for spills.
Disinfectant spray for hotel rooms. Zip lock bags are great to have on hand for emergency
ice packs or the shell collection you found on the beach. Chip clips for snack bags. Anything
that will make life easier!

So, get on the road little doggie! Stop and look at that largest ball of string. Take a
picture. Preserve the memory. You will be glad you did.

(P.S. Don’t forget to strap Grandma to the top of the car before you head out. They do it

Julie Pirtle lives in Eagle Point, Oregon. She is a Professional Organizer and owner/
operator of Clutter Happens. She also works with clients nationally through video
consultations. The Clutter Challenged can reach her on Facebook:/clutterhappens or email
her directly: clutterhappens@yahoo.com
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i Asheville Csetton Co.

1378 Hendersonville Rd Suite B - In Beauwtiful and Historic Asheville, MC
828=277=4100 ~ www.ashevillecottonco.ocom
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Booking for Fall at Summit
Ask about our Kim Palson
BARN QUILT PAINTING RETREAT 704 682.9567
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Open Year Round = Accuquilt Die Cufting System, Design Walls & Notions Galore
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*Over 300 quilts on display
*£13,000 in prize money

*More than 25 Vendors

*Giit Shop

*SBilent Auction
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* 2026 Opportunity Quilt Rafile
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WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA'S PREMIER FABRIC STORE
We ate atiff hete! We moved updtaits!

3¢ N. MAIN STREET, WEAVERVILLE, NG 28787

Entrance on 3 Florida Ave

aLL BLuE ripge D00-484-7200  FIVEMONKEYQUILTS.COM
SHOP HOP  open Tuesday-Saturday 10:30-5

Giveaway Winners from March-April

We have three giveaway winners from our last issue. As you can tell, we love giving
away prizes!

Cindy Carter from Easley, SC will receive a $25 Gift Certificate to spend at her favorite
Country Register advertiser, Asheville Cotton Company in Asheville, NC. Cindy told us
why this is her favorite shop, “Friendly people and the wide variety of fabrics for projects.”
She also told us that her husband purchased a subscription to The Country Register for her
but she has picked up copies when traveling from advertising quilt shops and at rest areas.

Stacy Guerin from Fuquay-Varina, NC is the lucky winner of The Perfect People of
ODDIy™ book by Steve Baker, SewEndipitous® Quilt Shoppe. Stacy picked up her copy
of The Country Register at her local quilt guild. She recently moved to North Carolina from
northern New York and “was delighted to see The Country Register in my new home.”
Welcome to the Carolinas Stacy!

Threads of the Past by Lanie Tiffenbach will be sent to Bonnie Preslar of Oakboro, NC.
Bonnie has a subscription to The Country Register, “because I don’t want to miss an issue!”

We love to hear from our readers about how they enjoy The Country Register and use it
to discover great finds and fun events. In this issue, there is another $25 Gift Certificate so
be sure to enter and don’t forget to tell us where you pick up the newspaper!

Take a copy with you as you travel in and around the Carolinas and Tennessee this
spring and summer!

Buildinngarmony
A Cold and Furry Night

by Jeff Cappis

It was one of those stormy Friday nights. The rain was driving down and lightening
was flashing constantly all around, Cathy and I were intrigued by the storm as the thunder
rattled our house. Our dog Waldo didn’t take it quite so easily though. He either tried to find
a place to hide, (like behind a toilet) or huddled close to us when the thunder clapped. We
had to keep an eye on him so he didn’t piddle on the floor in fear. That was fine with him.
He liked to stay close.

Later on that night Cathy grew tired and went to bed but I was still watching the storm.
Something about these storms draws me to them. There is a smell to the rain and the sound
of it driving down. The flash of light and eventual boom. Wow. I decided to step outside to
experience it first hand.

There is a good spot for this just outside the
garage door. The eves protected me (barely) from
the rain and I got a good view of nature’s fury. The
trees on our property were whipping around with
the wind. I was in awe. Then I heard the door close
behind me and latch.

I was locked out. Drat. I considered ringing the
doorbell but this would mean waking up Cathy. After
careful consideration I looked for another option.

At least I was mostly protected under that eve
for the moment and the show was spectacular. Every
time the forrest lit up I could see every leaf and every
blade of grass for just an instant. Between lightening flashes the forrest was mostly dark,
except for a small solar light some forty feet away.

Boom! Cool! Flash! Wow! Boom...... This was going on for a while when I noticed
something out of the corner of my eye. Something moved in front of that solar light. It cast
a silhouette towards me through the mist.

In the brief flashes of light I could see it was close to the ground with spiky wet fur
violently shaking off water. Between the flashes it let out out a horrible howl. Then the
forrest would go dark again.

Still I could tell through that faint shadow in the mist, that it was getting bigger, or
closer. I was blinded by another lightening flash. Again, darkness and a sinister howl.

Now I could hear it panting. It even let out an occasional snort. I tried the door. Still
locked. I dare not move or make a noise. Perhaps it hadn’t seem me. With the rain driving
down, the wind a few blinding flashes, the immediate booms and all that howling I was
getting pretty unhinged.

Now I could smell what ever it was and it was rank and close by. There were noises all
around and I wasn’t sure what to trust.

Suddenly it leapt at me... knocking me to the ground hard. I could feel it’s weight as it
landed on me and even more: it’s claws on my chest! It growled and howled. It drooled on
my face as it came ever closer.

In the lightening flashes I could see it’s spiked wet fur and it’s teeth up close. It’s breath
stank. It gave out one last howl as I prepared to lose my entire face and then...It licked me.

Then it wagged it’s tail. What? After a moment my heart settled down. Turns out Waldo
had sneaked outside with me and got lost in the rain. He was wet, lost and scared but more
than happy to find me. He tried to lick my entire face off. Things went from scary to just
kinda gross.

The door stayed locked so we hung out under that eve and watched the storm. Waldo
even started to enjoy it. He was soaked, but we had fun.

All of this made me wonder: Why do dogs smell when they get wet?

© Jeff Cappis 2026 jcappis@telus .net
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North Carolina Upcoming Quilt Event

Central Carolina 2026 Quilt Fair
Presented by the Salisbury-Rowan Quilters’ Guild
May 1,9 am-5 pm and May 2, 9 am-4 pm
Rowan Community Center (previously known as West End Plaza)
1935 Jake Alexander Blvd, Salisbury, NC
$10 Admission, free parking
For more information visit: Salisburyrowanquilters.net
Or Facebook.com/SRGQuilts
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June 5 & 6,2026

Blue Ridge Fiber Fest
returns to Sparta, NC
Justice Carlisle Higgins Fairgrounds
1375 US-21, Sparta, NC

Meet the fiber producers
Sheep, Goats, Rabbits, Alpaca, Llama

Shop the vendors

Free Embroidery Patiern - May not be sold or used for commercial purposes. Use this pattern Learn a new skill, take a class!
lor embroidery, wool applique, punch needle or rug hooking, painted projects or whatever your
L‘_imagirmi:n can dream wpl Reduce or enlarge pattern as desired J

& larquelynne Sieves

www. Blueridgehiberfest.com
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New for 2026 (lll Blue Ridge Shop Hop!

We've done some “rearranging”. Includes the states of Hurth l:ur olina, Virginia uml West Virginia

MAY = JUNE 2026

Over 80 Stores, Ioos of Prizes, Fre @ Giftat Every Store -\

Visit AliBlueRidgeShopHop.com or join our Facebook Group:
www.facebook.com/groupsfaliblueridgeshophop to learn oll about it.
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Includes the states of Alabama, Georgia and South Caroling  The Afl Southeast Shop Hop
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________________________________________ June at all participating stores.
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Visit AllSoutheastShopHop.com and join our Facebook the Great Sewing Adventure
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