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Facebook Live or App Events
Mondays 3:30 pm..............................................................................................Quilted Twins (pg. 13) 
Mon-Sat 5:30 pm........................................................................................... Quilts and Lace (pg. 23) 
Tuesdays 6 pm............................................................................... Inspire Quilting & Sewing (pg. 17) 
Wednesdays 7 pm...........................................................................................Crafty Quilters (pg. 16)
Fridays 3:30 pm.................................................................................................Quilted Twins (pg. 13) 

March
1-31...................................... Bernina Premier Event at Margie’s Sew Much Fun in Crestview (pg. 3)
1-Apr 30...............Visit Margie’s Sew Much Fun in Crestview during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 3)
1-Apr 30........................... Visit Cookie’s Fabrics in Marianna during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 4)
1-Apr 30......... Visit Scrappy Girl Quilts & Fabric in Lake City during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 5)
1-Apr 30..................Visit Village Quilt Shop in Fruitland Park during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 8)
1-Apr 30...................... Visit Nana’s Quilt Shop in Brooksville during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 8)
1-Apr 30......................... Visit Carol’s Quilt Shop in Deltona during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 11)
1-Apr 30......................... Visit Oceans of Thread in DeLand during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 11)
1-Apr 30..................Visit Black Dog Quilt Shop in Clermont during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 12)
1-Apr 30............................. Visit Quilted Twins in Dade City during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 13) 
1-Apr 30.......................Visit Fabric Warehouse in Lakeland during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 14)
1-Apr 30.. Visit Heartfelt Quilting & Sewing in Winter Haven during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 15)
1-Apr 30.......... Visit Inspire! Quilting & Sewing in Plant City during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 17)
1-Apr 30....................................... Visit Scrap & Sew in Lutz during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 18) 
1-Apr 30........................ Visit Fabric Smart in St Petersburg during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 19) 
1-Apr 30..................Visit Cedar Valley Crafts in Englewood during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 20)
1-Apr 30......... Visit White Daisy Quilt Shop in Punta Gorda during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 20)
1-Apr 30........................ Visit Calico Station in Orange Park during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 21)
1-Apr 30............................ Visit Sew N Quilt Co in Holly Hill during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 22)
1-Apr 30...................Visit Sweet Time Quilting in Sebastian during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 23) 
1-Apr 30.........................Visit Quilts and Lace in Melbourne during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 23) 
1-Apr 30................................ Visit Quilt a Bit in Greenacres during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 24)
1-Apr 30................Visit Pam’s Fabric Nook in Port St Lucie during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 24)
7.....................................Just Add Butter Kimberbell Event at Quilts and Lace in Melbourne (pg. 23)
7............................................................ Leezaworks Event at Quilts and Lace in Melbourne (pg. 23)
10-14........................Nashville Needlework Market New Stuff with Common Thread in Ocala (pg. 7)
12-13.....................................................Spring Fling Sale at Nana’s Quilt Shop in Brooksville (pg. 8)
14............................................Oaks Quilters Quilt Show at Red Oaks RV Resort in Bushnell (pg. 8)
14.................................................Visit Carolyn’s Frame-Up at Spring Obession in Lakeland (pg. 14)

Visit www.facebook.com/TheFloridaRegister
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Just A Note...

Amy & David

May/June events due by April 1
Mail a check for $25 with your event info to the address at the top of page 2.

Shows & 
Events

Would your group or guild like to receive 
FREE COPIES of each issue of 

The Florida Register?
Just send an email to 

ads@TheRegisterWeb.com
or call 1-866-825-9217

Let us know how many copies  
(25 minimum)  

and a postal shipping address.

Welcome Spring!!! It’s time to go shopping….Our advertisers are ready 
to share with you all their new products for Spring, whether it’s a gift 
for someone special or something to make your home bright and sunny. 
Please remember to support these locally owned businesses. Let the shop 
owners know that you read about their shop in our publication. This is 
important because their 
advertising allows us to 
bring you this paper. They 
appreciate knowing the 
ads are effective and that 
keeps them advertising 
with us. 

Keep an extra copy of 
the current issue of our publication in your car to use as a road map for 
places to shop. What a fun, relaxing way to ease into Spring. And don’t 
miss the Spring open houses, quilt shop hops and shows that are planned. 
The shows and events listing summarizes all the events from the ads in 
this issue so you can easily mark your calendar to attend!

If you know of a great shop that isn’t advertising with us, but should be, 
please email ads@theregisterweb.com with that shop’s name, phone num-
ber and address so we can send them a copy of the paper.

Don’t forget to visit our Facebook page for updates on our advertisers. 
We share about upcoming events, recipes, projects – extending your expe-
rience of our printed publication. 

Have you visited our website at www.TheRegisterWeb.com recently? 
The current copy of the paper is always on our website as a pdf if you lose 
your copy. Be sure to sign up for our e-newsletter so we can let you know 
when each new issue is available. 

Grace is having a busy semester between classes, sorority activities, her 
fellowship and some travel! We had fun celebrating her 21st birthday to-
gether with a visit to Nashville for our family. Rachel has been very busy 
at her job in Raleigh (Anesthesiologist Assistant) with a regular schedule 
and fitting in some overtime shifts too. Plus she still squeezes in some 
travel and fun activities. 

Thank you for picking up a copy of this issue. And be sure to share your 
copy or pick up another copy for a friend. Enjoy shopping this Spring and 
please let our advertisers know you read about them here!

David, 

Rachel, 

Grace 

and 

Amy

USA
Arizona: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
California: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
Colorado: Jan & Kim Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Falcon, CO 80831-8458, 719-866-8570
Connecticut: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Delaware: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Florida: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Idaho: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Indiana: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Iowa: Linda Glendy, P.O. Box 6, Tama, IA, 52339, 641-751-2619
Kansas: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Maine: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399 
Massachusetts: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Michigan: Leslie Howell, 2875 Dunkirk Dr., Saginaw, MI, 48603, 989-751-8860
Minnesota: Kim & Mickey Keller, 2920 144th Ave. NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304, 763-754-1661
Montana: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Nebraska: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Nevada (N): Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
Nevada (S): Glena Dunn, 4568 Carol Circle, Las Vegas, NV, 89120, 702-523-1803 
New Hampshire: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399
New Jersey: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
New Mexico: Jan & Kim Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Falcon, CO 80831-8458, 719-866-8570
N. Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
North Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Ohio: Barb Moore, P. O. Box 37, Cable, OH, 43009, 937-652-1157
Oregon: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Pennsylvania: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Rhode Island: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
South Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
South Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Vermont: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399
Virginia: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Washington: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
West Virginia: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Wisconsin: Scott & Jennifer Hughes, P. O. Box 276, Altoona, WI, 54720, 715-838-9426
Wyoming: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181

CANADA
Alberta: Marcy Horswill, Suite 114, 919 Centre St. NW, Calgary, AB T2E 2P6, 587-585-3545
British Columbia: Marcy Horswill, Suite 114, 919 Centre St. NW, Calgary, AB T2E 2P6, 587-585-3545
Manitoba & Saskatchewan: Kirby & Colleen Gust, Box 801, White City, SK, S4L 5B1, 306-585-0274
Ontario: Harriet Ramos, 103-575 Lacolle Way, Orleans, ON K2A 5B6, 613-612-8465

Publisher Contact Numbers Across the USA & Canada
The Country Register is a network of independently owned and published specialty newspapers 

for the consumer who enjoys outstanding shopping and events. 
Look for the paper in your travels or for the current issue online. 

For additional information, visit www.countryregister.com

Crestview, Fort Walton Beach, Milton, Pensacola

 

The MOST 100% cotton, premium  
quilting fabric in Florida 

 
Largest selection of Batiks 

100s of panels 
Wide Selection of Wide backs 

Patterns and Books 
Full line of sewing and quilting notions 

 
Available online and in the store 

 
Free Shipping on all USA orders over $100 

 
 
 

 
 
 

923 N. New Warrington Rd 
Pensacola, FL 32506-4250 

850-455-0112 
www.aandefabrics.com 
Mon – Sat 10 am – 5 pm 

 

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION COUPON 
Up to 25% off Fabric Purchase 

Code:  FLREG23JULY 
$25 max value. One time use per customer. Use in 

store or online. Normal exclusions apply. One discount 
per purchase. 

Valid: 7/1/23 – 8/30/23 

923 N. New Warrington Rd
Pensacola, FL 32506-4250

850-455-0112  
www.aandefabrics.com

Mon–Sat 10am–5pm

2026FLRegMarApr2026

3/1/26-4/30/26

2024 #1 Local Quilt Shop in Florida

Huge Selection 
of Markdowns
Monthly Sales

Classes for all skill levels

See our website 
for more details

Hours:
Friday 12PM – 6PM

Sunday 12PM – 4PM
Thursday/Saturday – By Appointment

    

1475 Bush St.
Pensacola FL 32534

850-764-8165
www.pensacolafabricworks.com

Thur

Proudly Carrying

  

  

5201-B Dogwood Drive, Milton, FL 32570  
850-665-4599 • www.mysewingbarn.com

Great Selection of Fabric - including full lines,
Batting, Notions, Pre-Cuts, Panels & More!

Classes for ALL Levels
Private Sewing Lessons Available

The Only Fabric Shop in Santa Rosa County!

$5 OFF First Class

The Friendliest & Most Diverse The Friendliest & Most Diverse 
Fabric Shop in Florida’s PanhandleFabric Shop in Florida’s Panhandle

• Check Facebook or Instagram for latest arrivals and class news• Check Facebook or Instagram for latest arrivals and class news
• Fabrics include Quilt, Children, Linen, Silk, Flannel, etc.• Fabrics include Quilt, Children, Linen, Silk, Flannel, etc.
• 3,700+ bolts of fabric, 500+ books, & quilting supplies• 3,700+ bolts of fabric, 500+ books, & quilting supplies

• Always special pricing on Horn Cabinets• Always special pricing on Horn Cabinets

2014 Lacey Lane
Crestview, FL 32536

Mon.-Sat. 9-6
850-689-3655

Toll Free 866-739-6274
www.margiessewmuchfun.com

Authorized Sales 
& Service for

We have machines
for all interests and 

price levels! Financing 
options are available. 

Check ourCheck our
Facebook,Facebook,

Instagram, orInstagram, or
Website the endWebsite the end
of April for ourof April for our

5555thth Anniversary Anniversary
 Celebration Celebration

announcement!announcement!

Since 1971

March is National
Quilting Month!

Special Sun. Hours Special Sun. Hours 
During the Shop During the Shop 
Hop: Mar 15 & Hop: Mar 15 & 

Apr 12 from 1-5 pmApr 12 from 1-5 pm

14-15...............Sun, Sand, Sea & Quilts Quilt Show at Venice Community Center in Venice (pg. 19)
19-21................................. Original Sewing & Quilt Expo at RP Funding Center in Lakeland (pg. 14)
20............Virtual Happy Hour Quilting Block Studio with Sweet Time Quilting/Quilts & Lace (pg. 23)
21.......... Lanark Village Wandering Star Quilters Quilt Show at Chillas Hall in Lanark Village (pg. 4)
27-28........................... Janome Educator Christina Dolinar at Quilts and Lace in Melbourne (pg. 23)
28...................................... Suwannee Valley Quilt Fest at the Historic Train Depot in Trenton (pg. 6)

April
17-18................ Country Road Quilters Quilt Show at Circle Square Cultural Center in Ocala (pg. 7)
25...................................................... Airing of the Quilts at George Sands Park in Carrabelle (pg. 4)

May
7-9............................................. Stitching in Common Retreat with Common Thread in Ocala (pg. 7)
16........................................... Georgia JugFest at Old Knoxville Courthouse in Knoxville, GA (pg. 4)

Events, continued
March, cont. 

BERNINA Authorized Dealer 
with Certified BERNINA Technician 

New Location

Fabric • Classes • Shop in-store or online
Bernina Sewing Machines, Service & Repair
Large selection of Coastal Prints & Batiks

M-TH 10-5  F-SAT 10-4  •  850-864-4555
www.stitchersquest.com     .

28 Ferry Rd. SE
Fort Walton Beach, FL
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Reader  Shares!

Shared by reader J. McVaugh of Pine Ridge; 25 year member of Citrus County Cracker Quilters

Many years ago my church started a “Prayernet” for 
members to read on the Internet.  The “Prayernet” asks for 
people to pray or send cards to members and their families 
for illness, sympathy, good news, or help in situations.
I decided to use my fabric scraps to make cards that I 

Finished Project!

would send to those members and families that needed a prayer. The cards are smaller 
than a postcard so they will fit into a small mailing envelope.
After sewing scraps together I use a template to cut the card. Placing batting on the 

back of the card I can add different stitches or add small pieces of other fabric. Com-
pleting the front of the card, I then add a piece of cardstock to the back and sew around 
the card. In the lower righthand corner on the back of the card I write my initials JLM 
and 911 under it. 911 is special to me. It’s my birthdate 80 years ago.
The hearts are all made by my longarm quilting friend.  One yard of fabric for the 

front and back and batting in between. I vary the fabric themes throughout the year and 
make sure the hearts are generic enough to comfort men, women and children.
Over the years I’ve received thank you cards in the mail and sometimes a person at 

church will thank me when they see my name badge and say, “I received a card from 
you!” Or someone asks, “Do you give the church hearts?”
Knowing my cards and hearts help someone in need is “powerful quilting.”

Carrabelle, DeFuniak Springs, Havana, 
Lanark Village, Marianna plus Alabama and Georgia

• Hand Painted Canvases
• Cross Stitch Fabrics & Patterns

• Extensive Threads &
Needlepoint Yarns
• Creative Classes

• Silk Ribbon Embroidery
• European Trims & Buttons

• Finishing Services Available
• Crazy Quilt Supplies & Embellishments

1210 Collins Rd. 1
Havana, FL

Wed-Sun  11:30-5:30
850-539-7201

Visit the
cozy, peaceful

Co� age in
Havana!

www.cindysneedleworkcottage.com
• Cross Stitch Fabrics & Patterns

• Finishing Services Available

www.cindysneedleworkcottage.com

For more info contact Ronda at 229-221-2706
or rondalove@hotmail.com

Sat., March 21: “Star Spangled Coast” Quilt Show,
                                      Chillas Hall in Lanark Village
Sat., April 25:  4th Annual Airing of the Quilts,   
                                      George Sands Park in Carrabelle

All Events Free
Admission 9-3

   
                                      George Sands Park in Carrabelle

Lanark Village Wandering Star Quilters
Upcoming Events:

199 US Hwy 231 North • Ozark, AL 36360
334-445-3521 • www.frontporchquiltshoppe.com

Hours:  Tues–Fri 10-5  • Sat 10 - 2

Front Porch Quilt Shoppe
199 US Hwy 231 North

Ozark, AL  36360
334-445-3521

www.frontporchquiltshoppe.com

Variety of Classes • Quilt Group meetings
Fabrics, Patterns, Notions & DMC Floss • Machine Quilting available

Hours:

Mon.-Sat.

10am-5pm

©TCR 2013

20% OFF your Yardage Purchase with this Ad!
Exp. 8/31/15

Begin your New Year with 
a visit to our shop!

Hop on in and 
Fill Your Basket 

with Fabric!
Variety of Classes • Quilt Group Meetings

Fabrics • Books • Patterns • Notions
Home of Gammill Girl Quilting

334-445-3521 • www.frontporchquiltshoppe.com

Front Porch Quilt Shoppe

8085 State Highway 83 N
DeFuniak Springs, FL  32433

850-974-1295
www.ohsewkountry.comFabric

Notions
Classes

Bags
& much more!!

Mon Closed
Tues-Wed 10-5

Thur Closed
Fri-Sat 10-5
Sun Closed

Veteran Family
Owned Business

Rise & Shine it’s Quilting Time!
New Arrivals Daily!

10% Off 
Expires 4/30/26 

YN4P4

23228 Fifth Ave
Florala, AL 36442

New

Location

4411 Constitution Lane
Marianna, FL  32448

Tues, Wed, Fri 10-5   Thurs10-6   Sat 10-2
                           850-317-7770SHOP ANYTIME AT www.cookiesfabrics.com

Handi Quilter Distributor
Longarm Services & Longarm Rental

Visit Us During The 
ALL FLORIDA SHOP HOP

throughout March & April

Address
My Name

Telephone

Page #:Advertiser’s Name

Can You Find This Ad?

Yes! There is a prize for one of the correct entries. 

Pictured in the magnifying glass is a 
small portion of one of our ads. 

Can you find the ad that it came from?

If you can, just fill in the form 
below and send it to us at:

The Florida Register 
PO Box 2419

Cumming, GA 30028

Keystone Heights, Lake City, Live Oak

Emma’s Sewing Studio

16796 - 16TH ST. • LIVE OAK, FL 32060 • 386-364-8553
Open 10-4 or call for other times  •  Email: ecorbin100@gmail.com

Sewing & Alteration Services 
Sewing, Crochet, & Quilting Classes

Call About Our New Classes 
Cleaning & Maintenance on Sewing Machines

Emma’s Sewing Studio

Toll Free Phone 1-866-825-9217 
email: ads@TheRegisterWeb.com 

Rates are online at www.TheRegisterWeb.com 
or contact us for more information...

Your Shop Would 

Our Readers Love to Discover an Eclectic Mix of Interesting Shops 
and Events..and they’ve been looking for Your Shop too!

May-June   Deadline: April 1May-June   Deadline: April 1

Fit  Right In! Show us your finished projects!
Send us your photos of a 
completed project for a 
chance to be featured 
in an upcoming issue 

of The Register!

Project photos & details can be digitally submitted to:

amy@theregisterweb.com

Or mailed to:

The Register • PO Box 2419
Cumming, GA 30028

Cowgirl Poet, Quilter, Entertainer 
            Yvonne Hollenbeck

Pieces of the Past

As time goes marching forward, and it marches oh so fast, 
it seems that only memories are all we have that last. 

They may be of a loved one, or a special time or place, 
or remnants of a wedding dress, some ribbons and some lace.

The chair where mother used to sit and rock her babes at night, 
or piece a quilt to keep them warm, and all by oil light. 
The photographs of people that we didn’t even know,

that have preserved a precious glimpse of life from long ago. 
So standing on the edge of life, we oft look back and see 

reminders of the days gone past and how things used to be.
We cherish all these tokens made from want and made from will,

and miss the hands that held them once, voices forever still.  
We’ll treasure that old patchwork quilt that once was on our bed, 

and keep around a few good books that some loved one has read.
And it could never matter just how fine new dishes are,

…they never could compare to grandma’s good old cookie jar.  
We know we can’t retrace our steps and live our lives again,

but we can cling to treasurers ‘cause that’s all that will remain.
For all we have are memories, as long as they will last, 

in things we cherish most of all ... these pieces of the past.

Writing From Life 
by Jeanette Lukowski 

Read More Books 
I am an avid book reader. Are you? My go-to genres are 

always subject to change, but tend to lean towards Fiction 
more than any other. Sure, I’ve read a Science Fiction or 
Fantasy novel from time to time, but when I heard Marga-
ret Atwood describe her novels as being more Speculative 
Fiction than Science Fiction, I paused. 

In a world which doesn’t seem to change too quickly—but when the changes 
come, they feel too sudden and disruptive to me—the increasing numbers of 
categories by which books are catalogued has felt somewhat overwhelming! As a 
child, the public libraries I visited in Chicago seemed to have two groups: Fiction 
on one side, Non-Fiction on the other side, and Plays—I later discovered—were 
found in a file cabinet near the circulation desk. Three groups.  

As I grew older, I started to notice sub-categories: Mystery, which was my 
teenaged go-to, and Biographies, which helped with school research projects 
(like my fascination with Amelia Earhart).  

These days, I walk into a brick-and-mortar bookstore, and see categorical labels 
extending into the twenties? Or more? Granted, the bookstore has double (or 
triple) the square footage of those public libraries of my youth, but still. In libraries 
from coast to coast, the Fiction novels are universally catalogued alphabetically, 
while Non-Fiction works are still  catalogued according to the Dewey Decimal 
System.  

I credit book clubs and college campus speaker presentations with expanding 
my reading horizons to now recognizing—and reading—sub-categories such as 
Historical Fiction (and the aforementioned Speculative Fiction).  

If I’m being completely honest with both myself, and you, I was never a fan 
of history. In school, history classes meant nothing more to me than memorizing 
names and dates. Sometimes, places. I didn’t care about “Charles becomes 
Henry” in France during the 16th century; I was just irritated that “IX” was fol-
lowed by “III”? No pneumonic device to help me remember that.  

Reading Historical Fiction, surprisingly enough, has changed me. Last month, 
for instance, I was reading a fictional work about women who served as nurses 
during the Vietnam war, and this week I am reading a novel presenting the   
perspective of the daughter of a historical figure from the turn of the century. 
Never claiming to be based on actual transcripts of conversations, or explaining 
why a historical figure made any of the particular decisions he or she is recorded 
as making, the experiences of humans possibly impacted by those decisions are 
explored.  

Thinking back to my earlier comments about Amelia Earhart, for instance, 
what if there was a book written from the perspective of an imagined neighbor, 
childhood classmate, or even love-interest of the missing pilot? While the novel 
wouldn’t tell me what happened on that day in July of 1937 when she disappeared, 
might it not be fun for readers to imagine how flight training exercises with 
twenty- or thirty-year-olds felt before, during, or after her historic solo flight?  

Maybe I should write it.    
© Jeanette Lukowski 2026. Jeanette is a mother, grandmother, teacher, and author who lives in 

Alesandria, MN. She is inspired by the lives of strong women. Her email address is: 
writingfromlife@yahoo.com

Order Yvonne’s new book, “A Stitch in Rhyme” at 
www.yvonnehollenbeck.com — just $15 + $3.50 postage. 

© Yvonne Hollenbeck; 2025  
Yvonne Hollenbeck, from Clearfield, SD,  performs her original poetry throughout the United States, capti-
vating audiences in her wake.  She is one of the most published cowgirl poets in the West and is not only a

popular banquet and civic entertainer, but also co-writes songs with many western entertainers. Yvonne 
also pens a weekly column in the “Farmer-Rancher Exchange” and writes articles about life in rural America 

in various publications throughout the West. For more information, visit 
https://www.yvonnehollenbeck.com

continued on page 7
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Chiefland, Trenton

352-493-2801 
11050 NW 10th Ave. • Chie
 and, FL 32626 

Levy County Quilt Museum Chie
 and Florida

Open Tuesday – Saturday from 10am to 3pm
Quilts, fabric & other handmade items for sale!
Come see Sieglinde Schoen Smith’s collection 

permanently on display!

Crystal River, Ocala, Williston

Sewing/Embroidery/Quilting/Serger Machines, 
Floriani, Fabric, Threads & Notions.

979 N. Suncoast Blvd.
Airport Plaza

Crystal River, Florida 34429
352-794-3289 • Mon–Fri 9-5 • Sat 9-3

www.beyondthestitches.com
Sign up for Electronic Newsletter on our website

info@beyondthestitches.com
Facebook: Beyond The Stitches, LLC

Check our website for Classes & other Events! 

Fabric - Notions - Longarm services - Machine repair, service & sales

31 N. Main Street, Williston FL 32696 • 352-441-1916 • Tues-Sat 10-6

Authorized Baby Lock Dealer 

and Service Center

Follow us on Facebook for 

updates on classes & retreats

CCoouunnttrryy RRooaadd QQuuiilltteerrss ooff OOccaallaa 
Presents

RRuubbyy JJuubbiilleeee ooff 22002266  
Quilt Show

Friday, April 17        Saturday, April 18
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.     Daily Admission $10

Over 200 Quilts on Display
Vendors    Boutique Shop Door Prizes  

Basket Boulevard
www.crq-ocala.org

8395 SW 80th St., Ocala, FL  34481 Opportunity Quilt Tickets Available

Rachel 
and her 

boyfriend 
Matthew. 

David 
and Amy 
visiting 

Grace in 
Athens, 

GA. 

Win A $25 Gift Certificate 
We give away a $25 Gift Certificate each issue to redeem at a local 

advertiser’s shop!  You can register online at www.theregisterweb.com  
with the link “Register to Win” or complete the form (photocopy is acceptable) 

and mail to: P.O. Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028.  
Please also include a favorite recipe, quote, tip or a craft project  

you want to share with other readers.
The drawing will be made prior to the next issue. The winner will be mailed 

information on redeeming their certificate and also announced in the next issue.  
Note: We do not place your information on any mailing list.

And the Winner is...And the Winner is...
Our winner from last issue is Charlene Griffin. Charlene will 
receive a gift certificate to spend at Sew Much Fun in West 
Melbourne. She enjoys this shop because “it is great. Sew much 

to offer.” Congratulations Charlene!

The Florida Register Gift Certificate Entry Form
ALL ITEMS MUST BE COMPLETED TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE PRIZE DRAWING

Name________________________________________________________________________
Street___________________________ City___________________State_____ Zip_ __________
Phone_ _________________________________ Email_________________________________
My favorite advertiser in this issue is:________________________________________________
I enjoy visiting this shop because:__________________________________________________
Please tell us about a local business you’d like to see advertising in The Florida Register.
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Those Were The Days!

Look What Just Pop(corned) Up!
by Jay Mark

Who would have thought that a staid publication like the Wall Street Journal 
would introduce me to a brand-new collectible. That’s what happened recently, 
when the Journal took me by surprise as it reported on a collectible that just 
“popped” up out of nowhere.

Maybe I am just out-of-touch. Until the article, I didn’t know that popcorn was 
being sold by movie theaters in containers especially branded to the theme of a 
film on the screen. And at astronomical prices, too.

Before we get into that, it is interesting how popcorn made it into movie the-
aters. Centuries ago, the peoples of Peru and Mexico learned how to explode their 
maize kernels. Wherever it was introduced, popped corn was an instant success. 

As theaters evolved in the 20th century, theaters began selling snacks that 
helped add to their bottom line. But they stayed away from popcorn, because of 
concerns about the noise of patrons rustling bags and crunching on the delight. 
Plus, they weren’t happy about the necessary extra cleaning. Especially in the 
luxurious movie palaces.

The effect of the Depression was hard on theaters. Finally, they relented and 
began allowing popcorn sold by vendors outside the theater. But it didn’t take 
long for the operators opting to begin making money for themselves. First in 
paper bags and cardboard with advertising. Later, tins and plastic were added. 

By any measure, popcorn has always been the most popular concession in the-
aters. That demand led to large tubs – cardboard and later, reusable materials.

(Spoiler alert!) $9.50 is the average profit theaters generally make on a regular 
$10 bucket.

Disney, the ultimate in innovation, is generally credited with introducing nov-
elty popcorn buckets in the 1990’s at their theme parks. Theaters were slow to 
catch on to the Disney idea. But when they did, it was with a bang. 

R2D2 was the first movie tie-in container that AMC Entertainment introduced 
for the 2019 release of Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker. The cost? An astro-
nomical $50! But it took a little more time to create a demand. 

Just six years later, AMC was making $54 million on the sale of “collectible 
concession vessels,” as they are officially named.

Virtually an antique himself, or maybe a collectible, Jay Mark, has more than a half-
century’s experience in the antiques business. He owns Those Were The Days!, an online 
specialty bookstore. A recognized historian, he also teaches, lectures and writes about 
antiques and history. Reach him at jaymarkhistorian@gmail.com  © 2025

Most are designed and manufactured by the Zinc Group based in Shakespeare’s 
hometown. Produced under license from the movie studios, the themed contain-
ers are then sold to theaters in edition numbers ranging from 20,000 to 100,000. 
It can take as long as a year-and-a-half to go from design to manufacturing to 
reaching theater’s concession stands. Prices range from $20 to $50.

Dune 2’s 2024’s Sandworm bucket is the one that went viral. But for reasons you 
might not think. In part, it was because of its unintended sexually suggestive appear-
ance. Just a year later, the original $50 bucket has been offered on eBay for $805!

How long does it take for a fad to explode? Well, in just a short time, there 
may be as many as a hundred themed containers already in the market. And more 
are coming. The Fantastic Four: First Steps, the next Marvel movie, is selling a 
$79.99 popcorn container. 

National chains like AMC, Cinemark and Regal, along with local theaters like 
Harkins Theaters are driving the demand.

And of course, if eBay is the barometer for collecting, Bucket Banditz has an 
eBay store devoted strictly to branded popcorn buckets. A recent look at eBay 
listed more than 1800 containers. Prices range from less than $20 to north of 
$100. And likely to go up over time.

Not surprising with a burgeoning number of branded theater popcorn buckets, a 
collector’s group would form. You can find the brand-new Theater Popcorn Con-
tainer & Bucket Collectors on Facebook. Started in August 2024, they now have 
reached more than 1,000 members.

Before the Internet, it took some time for a fad to take off. Now, with social media, 
in less than a year themed movie containers have become the hottest collectible today.

And I had to learn about it from the Wall Street Journal. I’ll see you at the the-
ater fighting you for the latest on my popcorn “bucket list.” 

Cowgirl Poet, Quilter, Entertainer 
            Yvonne Hollenbeck

Pieces of the Past

As time goes marching forward, and it marches oh so fast, 
it seems that only memories are all we have that last. 

They may be of a loved one, or a special time or place, 
or remnants of a wedding dress, some ribbons and some lace.

The chair where mother used to sit and rock her babes at night, 
or piece a quilt to keep them warm, and all by oil light. 
The photographs of people that we didn’t even know,

that have preserved a precious glimpse of life from long ago. 
So standing on the edge of life, we oft look back and see 

reminders of the days gone past and how things used to be.
We cherish all these tokens made from want and made from will,

and miss the hands that held them once, voices forever still.  
We’ll treasure that old patchwork quilt that once was on our bed, 

and keep around a few good books that some loved one has read.
And it could never matter just how fine new dishes are,

…they never could compare to grandma’s good old cookie jar.  
We know we can’t retrace our steps and live our lives again,

but we can cling to treasurers ‘cause that’s all that will remain.
For all we have are memories, as long as they will last, 

in things we cherish most of all ... these pieces of the past.

Writing From Life 
by Jeanette Lukowski 

Read More Books 
I am an avid book reader. Are you? My go-to genres are 

always subject to change, but tend to lean towards Fiction 
more than any other. Sure, I’ve read a Science Fiction or 
Fantasy novel from time to time, but when I heard Marga-
ret Atwood describe her novels as being more Speculative 
Fiction than Science Fiction, I paused. 

In a world which doesn’t seem to change too quickly—but when the changes 
come, they feel too sudden and disruptive to me—the increasing numbers of 
categories by which books are catalogued has felt somewhat overwhelming! As a 
child, the public libraries I visited in Chicago seemed to have two groups: Fiction 
on one side, Non-Fiction on the other side, and Plays—I later discovered—were 
found in a file cabinet near the circulation desk. Three groups.  

As I grew older, I started to notice sub-categories: Mystery, which was my 
teenaged go-to, and Biographies, which helped with school research projects 
(like my fascination with Amelia Earhart).  

These days, I walk into a brick-and-mortar bookstore, and see categorical labels 
extending into the twenties? Or more? Granted, the bookstore has double (or 
triple) the square footage of those public libraries of my youth, but still. In libraries 
from coast to coast, the Fiction novels are universally catalogued alphabetically, 
while Non-Fiction works are still  catalogued according to the Dewey Decimal 
System.  

I credit book clubs and college campus speaker presentations with expanding 
my reading horizons to now recognizing—and reading—sub-categories such as 
Historical Fiction (and the aforementioned Speculative Fiction).  

If I’m being completely honest with both myself, and you, I was never a fan 
of history. In school, history classes meant nothing more to me than memorizing 
names and dates. Sometimes, places. I didn’t care about “Charles becomes 
Henry” in France during the 16th century; I was just irritated that “IX” was fol-
lowed by “III”? No pneumonic device to help me remember that.  

Reading Historical Fiction, surprisingly enough, has changed me. Last month, 
for instance, I was reading a fictional work about women who served as nurses 
during the Vietnam war, and this week I am reading a novel presenting the   
perspective of the daughter of a historical figure from the turn of the century. 
Never claiming to be based on actual transcripts of conversations, or explaining 
why a historical figure made any of the particular decisions he or she is recorded 
as making, the experiences of humans possibly impacted by those decisions are 
explored.  

Thinking back to my earlier comments about Amelia Earhart, for instance, 
what if there was a book written from the perspective of an imagined neighbor, 
childhood classmate, or even love-interest of the missing pilot? While the novel 
wouldn’t tell me what happened on that day in July of 1937 when she disappeared, 
might it not be fun for readers to imagine how flight training exercises with 
twenty- or thirty-year-olds felt before, during, or after her historic solo flight?  

Maybe I should write it.    
© Jeanette Lukowski 2026. Jeanette is a mother, grandmother, teacher, and author who lives in 

Alesandria, MN. She is inspired by the lives of strong women. Her email address is: 
writingfromlife@yahoo.com

Order Yvonne’s new book, “A Stitch in Rhyme” at 
www.yvonnehollenbeck.com — just $15 + $3.50 postage. 

© Yvonne Hollenbeck; 2025  
Yvonne Hollenbeck, from Clearfield, SD,  performs her original poetry throughout the United States, capti-
vating audiences in her wake.  She is one of the most published cowgirl poets in the West and is not only a

popular banquet and civic entertainer, but also co-writes songs with many western entertainers. Yvonne 
also pens a weekly column in the “Farmer-Rancher Exchange” and writes articles about life in rural America 

in various publications throughout the West. For more information, visit 
https://www.yvonnehollenbeck.com

Read More, cont. from page 4
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Brooksville, Bushnell, Fruitland Park, Lady Lake, Oxford

1012 W. Main•Leesburg, FL 34748
Tues. - Sat. 10–5•352-205-1126

www.garyleesligh.com•gryslgh@yahoo.com

Cross Stitch
Needlepoint
Weaving

Custom Framing
         

Check Out Our 
Monthly Retreats!

732 S. US Hwy. 27/441
Lady Lake, FL 32159
Mon 12-4, Tues - Sat 9-4

352-751-0405
AQuiltingPalette@gmail.com

Check out our online store & class list at 
www.AQuiltingPalette.com

2,000 Bolts of 

Quality Quilting Fabrics

& Thread/Notions

A Quilting Palette, LLCA Quilting Palette, LLC

-- We are OPEN Mondays --

Longarm E2E 
Service and 

Rentals Available! 
Call us for details!

Your Light & Bright Fabric
& Quilt Shop Off ering:

Moda, Riley Blake,
Free Spirit,

Art Gallery Fabrics,
Martelli products,

Quilters Select,
Cutie Patterns/Packs

AND MUCH MORE!

2468 US HWY 441,
Suite 202

Fruitland Park, FL
Tues-Sat 10-4     352-901-6874

Shop Anytime at
VillageQuiltShop.com

Visit us 
in March 
& April 
for the 

hop

Tues-Sat 10-4     

Notions  Threads   Patterns   Kits   Gifts

10879 US 301 Suite 2    Oxford Florida 34484
Notions  Threads   Patterns   Kits   Gifts

10879 US 301 Suite 2    Oxford Florida 34484

Now offering E2E Longarm Services

Tuesday - Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday 10am - 2pm

352 - 816 - 9133

www.thequilterscottage.com

Leesburg, Mount Dora

6,000+ Bolts of Quality Fabric
Personalized Fabric Selection Assistance

SEWING, SERGERS AND LONG ARMS

Come experience the diff erence of 
shopping with the boys & girls. 

In-Store Shopping, Shop Online, 
Store Pick-Up or Shipping Available. 

3820 N HWY 19A
Mount Dora, FL 32757

352-483-0082
www.sewminithings.com

Tues-Sat 10am-4pm
Closed Sun and Mon

Authorized Brother Dealer Authorized Brother Dealer 
Authorized Brother Service CenterAuthorized Brother Service Center

Super low prices on all Brother Sewing & Embroidery MachinesSuper low prices on all Brother Sewing & Embroidery Machines
Over 2000 Bolts of 100% Cotton Fabrics, Patterns, 

Books, Notions & much more

18851 Cortez Blvd • Brooksville, FL 34601

•  Check out our website for classes & events: www.nanasquiltshop.com
•  Long-Arm quilting service on-site

Tue–Fri 10am–4pm
Sat 10am-3pm

Spring Fling Sale 
30% OFF STOREWIDE

March 12 & 13 (10–4)
(Excludes Machines & Services)

352-796-0011

Visit us during the All FL Shop Hop Visit us during the All FL Shop Hop 

The Oaks Quilters
Quilt Show at Red Oaks RV Resort

In Boots Hall, Off Hwy. 48
5551 S.W. 18th Terrace • Bushnell, FL

Please join us on Saturday, March 14 from 9-2

ADMISSION: Non-perishable food items or monetary donation (to local charity)
FUN FILLED DAY: Quilts on Display, Vendors, Boutique, Silent Auctions, 

Beautiful Club Made Quilt Raffle (closes at 1 pm), and much more! 
    

FOOD AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

Extras - on our website, we feature your shop’s website and your future events plus a web 
version of paper with clickable links. We also post on our facebook page featuring your shop! 

Advertising in our unique statewide publication will put your ad into the hands of 
readers who are looking for shops like yours! We can bring you new customers.

Ad Rates & Info at www.TheRegisterWeb.comAd Rates & Info at www.TheRegisterWeb.com

FREE: Color & Ad Design

May-June Ad Deadline is April 1May-June Ad Deadline is April 1

March is National 
Crochet Month

Be Sure to

 
They Make this Paper Possible

Thank the  Advertisers

Chicken Breasts with Strawberries
Ingredients
* Four good sized individual chicken breasts
* 5-6 large strawberries, sliced
* 2 tablespoons finely diced shallot
* ¼ cup Creme de Cassis (liqueur flavored with currant berries)
* 1 ½ cup heavy cream
* 1 cup chicken stock
* 2-3 ounces butter
* Salt and pepper to taste

Directions:
Melt butter in a 10-12 inch non-stick fry pan. Saute chicken breasts gently (low 
heat makes them tender, high heat toughens them) until lightly browned on 
both sides. Remove to plate, lightly cover and keep warm. Saute shallots in 
remaining liquid over low heat until softened and translucent, do not brown. 
Add chicken stock, de-glaze the pan and reduce to.1-2 tablespoons. Add heavy 
cream and cook until it thickens to suit. Add Creme de Cassis and strawberries 
and heat until just warm. Too much heat softens strawberries and turns the 
Creme de Cassis to caramel (instant disaster). Pour sauce over chicken breasts 
and serve. I slice the breasts into ¼ inch slices and fan them out on each plate, 
they look very attractive—and hold more sauce. Especially elegant with a bright 
green vegetable such as asparagus.  Serves four
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N e w & P r e - O w n e d M a c h i n e s
M a c h i n e L e s s o n s W / A l l M a c h i n e P u r c h a s e s
S e w i n g C a b i n e t s
A u t h o r i z e d B a b y l o c k , B r o t h e r , J a n o m e
& J u k i S e r v i c e C e n t e r

C l a s s e s : ( S ew i n g , F a s h i o n , Qu i l t i n g ,
Emb r o i d e r y & Mo r e ! )

T h o u s a n d s o f b o l t s
o f f a b r i c !

T h o u s a n d s o f n o t i o n s !
F r i e n d l y &
K n o w l e d g e a b l e S t a f f

Orlando: (407) 831-6488

Lady Lake: (352) 753-0219

9605 S US HWY 17/92 Maitland, FL 32751

918 Bichara Blvd Lady Lake, FL 32159

Mon. - Fri. 9AM - 7PM | Sat. 9AM - 5PM | Sun. Closed

Mon. - Sat. 9AM - 5PM | Sun. Closed

WWW.SEWING.NET
Come See Us For All Your Sewing, Embroidery,

Quilting & Serging Needs!!

We Price Match!*Family Owned For 50+ Years

The Most Complete Sewing Store In Florida!

WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW......SSSSSSEEEEEEWWWWWWIIIIIINNNNNNGGGGGG......NNNNNNEEEEEETTTTTT
CoCoC momo S U F AlAlA llll Y S i E b ididiC

QQ gg gg gg NN !!!!

ThThT eheh MoMoM soso t CoCoC momo pmpm lplp elel tete etet SeSeS wewe iwiw nini gngn StStS otot roro e In FlFlF olol roro ididi adad !

FaFaF mama imim lili ylyl Ownwnw enen dede FoFoF roro 50+ YeYeY aeae rara srsr WeWeW PrPrP icici ecec MaMaM tata ctct hchc !*

a c h i n e s
A l l M a c h i n e P u r c h a s e s

B r o t h e r , J a n o m e
e r
s h i o n , Qu i l t i n g ,

!

f

9605 S US

918 Bic

DeLand, Deltona

March & April

• Quality Quilting Fabrics
• Computerized & Custom Longarm Services
• Bernina Certifi ed In-House Machine Repairs

     (over 20 yrs. experience)
• Handi Quilter Technician

DeLand’s ONLY
Quilt Shop &

Sewing Store!
Check Class Schedule & 
Shop Online Anytime at
www.OceansofThread.com

1250 State Rd. 15A  Suite 4 & 5
DeLand, FL 32720

Tues-Thur 10-5; Fri-Sat 10-3   
386-337-5528

Join us for 
the All FL 
Shop Hop 

throughout 
Mar & Apr

Join us for 

throughout 

Lessons From a Quilt
By Julie Pirtle

I am a collector of romance. Not hearts. Not Gothic novels. I enjoy the 
romance of items that show a long life. Do they tell a story? If not, is it easy 
to imagine a story befitting of their valor for withstanding the test of time?

While thrift finds are always fun, my favorite pieces are those that have 
been passed down by my family. I love to be the keeper of the history they 
shared with my ancestors. It’s a feeling hard to put into words, but if you 
know…you know.

My favorite treasures that have been entrusted to me are quilts that were 
made by my great grandmothers. They hang like proud family crests on the 
wall of my guest room. They are uneven. The corners don’t match up when 
folded. Some colors have faded and some hand stitching is not as strong as it 
used to be. 

Even with all those irregularities, they are still stunning. One is a wedding 
ring pattern that was made for my Grandmother by her Mom. It was a gift 
for their wedding in the early 40’s. I remember seeing it on their bed as a 
young child…well into the 60’s. 

The other quilt is a carnival of small colored scraps. It is bordered with a 
bright seafoam green fabric. The pieces came from old shirts, dresses, blous-
es…anything that could be reused to create a fabric masterpiece. (Looks like 
upcycling isn’t such a new trend after all!)

Over the centuries, quilts have been mainstays in the lives of those who 
used them. Women made them for their families as a necessity. After all, run-
ning to the Department Store for a new blanket wasn’t really an option!

When I see a really old quilt, I like to think about who used it. Were they 
traversing cross-country in a covered wagon? Was it used in a backwoods 
farmhouse? Did it grace the bed in a Victorian home?

As important as the usage was the way most quilts were made. In the days 
before any electronic diversions, people actually talked to each other! In this 
way, the Quilting Bee became the social club of local groups of women. 

Together, they spent quality time. I imagine there was a lot of gossip, 
tears and laughter. All the while, their busy and crafty hands sewed stitch by 
stitch, making the creation a community effort.

In a time of our lives when life is uncertain and the world is a little crazy, 
I think we should take some wisdom from those quilts and the artisans that 
made them. It didn’t matter what array of colors were sewn together. It was 
beautiful. Spending time together allows for a time of support and healing. It 
was also beautiful.

The stitches that connect the pieces of us together as a community are 
there if we take the time to see it. The seams holding those pieces together 
bind us as one. We humans all need the warmth of community … and quilts.

Quilts make life softer. Old quilts make us wiser with the stories they tell. 
Let’s make a pact to be softer and listen to those that have stories to share. 
We’ve got this. I know we do.

Julie Pirtle lives in Eagle Point, Oregon. She is a Professional Organizer and owner/op-
erator of Clutter Happens. She also works with clients nationally through video consulta-
tions. The Clutter Challenged can reach her on Facebook:/clutterhappens or email her 
directly: clutterhappens@yahoo.com
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Clermont
NNEEWW  

QQUUIILLTT  SSHHOOPP  
IINN  CCLLEERRMMOONNTT  

662 E Hwy 50 
Clermont, FL 34711 

(352) 932-3226
www.BlackDogQuilt.com 

Nestled in the corner  
breezeway of the  

Southlake (WinnDixie) Plaza 

Tuesday - Friday  10am - 5pm 
Saturday 10am - 3 pm   

NNEEWW  
QQUUIILLTT  SSHHOOPP  

IINN  CCLLEERRMMOONNTT  
642 W Broome St 

Clermont, FL 34711 
(352) 932-3226

www.BlackDogQuilt.com 
Nestled in the corner  

breezeway of the  
Southlake (WinnDixie) Plaza 

Tuesday - Friday  10am - 5pm 
Saturday 10am - 3 pm  
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IINN  CCLLEERRMMOONNTT  
662 E Hwy 50 

Clermont, FL 34711 
(352) 932-3226

www.BlackDogQuilt.com 
Nestled in the corner  

breezeway of the  
Southlake (WinnDixie) Plaza 

Tuesday - Friday  10am - 5pm 
Saturday 10am - 3 pm   

NNEEWW  
QQUUIILLTT  SSHHOOPP  

IINN  CCLLEERRMMOONNTT  
662 E Hwy 50 

Clermont, FL 34711 
(352) 932-3226

www.BlackDogQuilt.com 
Nestled in the corner  

breezeway of the  
Southlake (WinnDixie) Plaza 

Tuesday - Friday  10am - 5pm 
Saturday 10am - 3 pm   

Now Offering 
Longarm Services

Join us for the 
All Florida Shop 
Hop throughout 

Mar & Apr

Long Arm Quilting • Edge-to-Edge • Binding • Memory Quilts
Custom Quilts • Labels • Backing Preparation • And more!

18215 E. Apshawa Rd. • Clermont, FL 34715
561-262-5597 • blh81761@aol.com

Becky’s ...Quilting & Embroidery Services ...

Now
Off ering

Embroidery
Services!

18215 E. Apshawa Rd. 
FREE
Pick up 

& Delivery 

within 20 miles 

of Clermont!

10% OFF Longarm Quilting
Expires 4/30/26    New customers only

Competitive Pricing!
VERY Experienced!

Bernina Q 24 with
computerized Q Matic

Quilters Anonymous, Inc.
9225 Pine Island Road

Clermont, FL 34711
quiltersanon.com • store@quiltersanon.com

Open Tuesday thru Saturday 10-3
facebook.com/QuiltAnonInc

Moda, Wilmington, Riley 
Blake, Andover, 108” 

Backing, Thread, Notions, 
Patterns, Precuts, and 

More!

���������
����������������

Longarm Quilting Services
Computerized Edge to Edge & Custom Quilting

Bring in 2 or more quilts in a
month and enter our exciting

monthly drawing for a 
chance to enjoy 26% off 

your next quilt 
purchase!

Drop off & Pick up by
appointment only

407-432-6434
@TopStitchsisters srn1005@gmail.com

100's of designs to choose from!

Dade City

13829 US Hwy 98 Bypass • Dade City, FL 33525 • Just 25 miles north of Tampa

Facebook Group: Quilted Twins — Scrap Quilting and More with Becky

Facebook Page: Quilted Twins — Fabric Deals with Rachael

• Batiks
• Civil War
• Flannels
• Panels
• Novelties
• Kaffe Fassett
• Stonehenge
• Quilt Kits
• Wonder� l Thread

Over 100 
Fabric 

Families 
at $5.99/yd

Rachael’s 
Picks

NAME BRANDS AT $6.99/yard

FA B R I C  WA R E H O U S E
Come shop our over 13,000 bolts of fabric!

Quality unbranded at $5.99/yard
Over 300 bolts of 108" backing fabric at $14.99/yard

Over 800 bolts of batiks at $9.99/yard

QuiltedTwins.com • Over 250 Free Patterns on the website
Becky’s Quilts & Designs • Rachael’s Deals & Finds

Call or Text (352) 507-8458 to schedule your group’s outing.

Shop online 24/7
at QuiltedTwins.com 

with $8 shipping nationwide
Tuesdays: 9 am to 2 pm

Thursdays: 10 am to 5:30 pm
Saturdays: 9 am to 3 pm

Other Hours by Appointment

Come Sew ...in our beautiful sewing shop!
Only $8.00 per day.   Use our: 

Accuquilt •• Mats •• Cutters •• Room

Come 
visit our newly expanded Specialty Fabrics Room

Watch

Ken & Rachael

Show on FB 

& YouTube

100’s of 

Half  Yard 

Bundles

FB LIVE: Quilted Twins Fabric show with 
Ken and Rachael every Monday and Friday 

afternoon at 3:30 p.m. Also on YOUTUBE at 
the same time: Quilted Twins Channel

Bring up to 8 friends for a fun-� lled day with some 
private shopping at our shop. Call for your day. 

Andover • Benartex • Hoffman • Michael Miller
MODA • Northcott • Riley Blake • Robert Kaufman

and LOTS more!

Pre-cuts
Fat QuartersFabric Strips

300 Bolts of Kaffe
250 Bolts of Grunge

GIFT

CARDS 

AVAILABLE 

HERE

Plenty of
Parking: 
room for 
trucks, 
trailers 
& RVs.

VOTED #1 LQS 
in the USA 

in the 
BYANNIE 
contest!

Happy to be a part of the 2026 All Florida Shop Hop! 
Stop in for amazing goodies and fun projects. 
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Farm Animals and Meadow Muffins
by Nancy J. Nash

Farm animals bridge the gap between the wild
creatures of  forest and field (like deer and foxes)
and the well-loved pets (like dogs and cats) that share
our homes and backyards. Growing up in a semi-
rural neighborhood, I had quite a few encounters
with farm animals.

When I was about five or six, my father acquired
fertilized eggs for hatching, and something called
an incubator, with lights to keep them warm. I was
fascinated. Lo-and-behold, one day tiny chicks began to crack open their eggs and
step out, damp and gangly. A few weeks later, they walked around the yard, pecking at
insects and running away if  we frightened them. My mother taught me how to approach
them slowly and hold them gently (an important lesson).

Dad built a chicken coop for the swiftly growing brood. It stood at the edge of  the
pasture bordering our backyard, and we children carried pails of  water when we went
to feed and water them. We took our time, watching any chickens outside the coop
scratch the dirt for grubs and larger insects. We called their names, inspiring them to
look up at us with mild curiosity before continuing their quest for food. When they
were inside the coop, my brother often used them as an audience while he rehearsed a
talk for school. They were never critical of  his presentation. Today, when I mention
the early unwavering support he received, he laughs. However, considering that he has
long been a superb public speaker, I can’t help wondering if  their calm presence had
something to do with the ease with which he delivers a lecture!

My father’s other venture in raising farm animals was renting the pasture to local
dairy farmers as a place for heifers to graze during summer months. He maintained
the barbed wire fence and kept an eye on things. It was my mother, though, who had
a special rapport with these creatures. If  they were nearby when she walked along the
fence line, they came running. They just seemed to sense that she had a soft spot in her
heart for them. Little did they know that she often counted them from the kitchen
window to make sure they all were in the pasture. She even noticed features of  their
looks or personalities and named some of  them. When one of  the cows gave birth, of
course we admired the wobbly little one and cheered its arrival in the world.

Once, though, a farmer came with a truck to take a few cows back home. One heifer
ran away from him, evidently overcome with nervousness and fear. She ran to a woodpile
and somehow managed to leap astride it, much to the surprise of  us onlookers. The
woodpile was perhaps four or five feet high - but not for very long. The logs tumbled
down, and so did she before gallop away. She remained in the pasture until the next
day, when the farmer returned with a favorite food to coax her onto his truck. It
worked. The treat distracted her from whatever misgivings she had about that vehicle.

Dad longed for a tractor and eventually acquired one. Among other tasks, after the
cows had returned home at the end of  the summer, he used it to collect clusters of
manure deposited across the landscape.  He would take a dung fork and walk alongside
a low wooden wagon hitched to the tractor as I drove it slowly through the empty
pasture. Every so often, he would tell me to stop until he had loaded a supply of  what
we called “meadow muffins” onto the cart. Months later, our garden vegetables would
benefit from this organic fertilizer.

Before there were tractors, there were horses. Our neighbors had one, though they
no longer used it to plow the fields. One day, when I was a young schoolgirl, Dad
borrowed the horse to till a few rows of  a garden plot. He hitched it to an old-fashioned
cart and off  we went down the road. At home, I got to ride the horse a moment or two
while Dad walked alongside and kept watch of  me. Then he hitched the horse to a
plow and guided it as the horse pulled it through the soft, dark soil. I got to watch a
peaceful scene unfold as the small plot was prepared for planting. A few years later, I
took to walking down the road and visiting the horse as it stood by the fence in its
pasture home. It was a place to daydream and enjoy the company of  a gentle farm
animal.

-© 2025 Nancy J. Nash who is the author of  Mama’s Books: An Oregon Trail Story. and
Little Rooster’s Christmas Eve, each available on amazon.com. She has a B.A. in English

composition from Mount Holyoke College and an M.F.A. in Writing for Children from
Simmons College. She can be reached at nancynash341@gmail.com

Building Harmony by Jeff  Cappis

Shopping and Other Adventures
Okay guys. Listen up. If  you are the master of

shopping at your local hardware store, I’m with
you. We know where everything is, we know how
much it should cost and the brands we like. We’re
ready and organized for the self-checkout. We have
a route through the store. In and out quick with a
military precision and - done. Total efficiency. Yeah,
you’re good. Like your worthiness to be in this
world depends on it.

Now, go shopping with your wife.
I went into town with my wife to go grocery

shopping and soon realized I have to start learning
how to shop all over again. She does a lot of  the same things I do. She keeps lists, she
knows where everything is, she knows how much it should cost and the brands she
likes. But she has done a lot more research so I’m learning to pay strict attention. I’m
on her turf.

Grocery stores are a lot more chaotic. It’s a dog-eat-dog parking lot; the shopping
carts require change and everybody rushes around.

Inevitably she pulls out a list and sends me on missions around the store to find
things. There’s a lot of  stuff  in a grocery store. If  I go off  without knowing the
particular brand/ size/ expiry date/ package dimensions/ grade/ and sales status, I’ll
have to walk back across the store to get the right one. Do you have any idea how
many kinds of  beans there are? Sometimes I have to cross the store two or three
times. Note: A smart woman knows not to send her husband for hair color.

I run across other husbands wandering the aisles looking for stuff  too. We’re lost
and we nervously joke with each other about the exercise we’re getting. One guy said
he’d rather be mowing the lawn or shingling the roof. Another said he’d rather be
playing 36 holes of  golf. Easier.

Another rule is that the chances of  her being where you think she is going to be
depends on how awkward the stuff  is that you are carrying. I once had a couple big
jugs of  cold milk, canned goods, potato chips and juggled them across the store only
to find she wasn’t there. Stressful.

Apparently standing in the middle of  the store shouting her name is frowned upon
by everyone. Especially my wife. The staff  wouldn’t let me use the intercom so my
next idea was to start doing concentric circles around the store perimeter. After 3 trips
around the store I went up and down the isles I thought she’d be at.

I finally found her in a totally different part of  the store looking at pots and pans.
(Oh ya, turns out we often go off  our shopping list for other things too). By then I’d
lost most of  the potato chips, half  the canned goods and my hands were frost bitten
from the milk jugs.

She put down the pan she was inspecting and said, “Where have you been? I’ve been
looking for you everywhere.” My left hand went numb from the cold milk jug and I
dropped it on my foot. Now I felt not only slow but clumsy too. Clean up on isle 36.

Aside from the getting of  goods, there is also a certain etiquette to shopping. You
don’t pretend the shopping cart is a motorcycle and make engine noises while revving
the handle. Skidding the cart sideways around corners is dangerous and riding the
front like a hood ornament is just annoying. Also, one should abstain from trying to
juggle items like canned goods or eggs. Clean up on isle 21.

If  I break any of  these rules and I’ll get a stern look from my wife followed by a long
silence. I think that means she’s mad at me, but I’m not sure. She won’t say.

The checkout is the next adventure. There is a long boring calm as you wait in line.
Here you get to read magazine covers as you pass the gum and impulse merchandise.
But when you get to the front of  the line the cart must be immediately unloaded in a
timely and orderly fashion. The person at the till is faster than you are so don’t doddle
or the people behind you will start making noises.

At our store I have to bag our own groceries. It is important to know that eggs and
bread don’t go on the bottom (If  you do that some people will rudely call you stupid)
and heavy stuff  goes in the bag first. Cleaning supplies don’t go with the fruit. *Note:
Toothpaste, soap and shampoo are not considered cleaning supplies.

Now it’s time to make a clean get away. Out the door, get the dollar back from the
shopping cart, load the groceries in the trunk, cart goes back to the store and get out
of  the parking lot as fast as possible without running down any other elderly people.
The police will pull you over if  you have one stuck in your grill.

All in all, I have to say the experience is survivable but prepare to have your ego (and
possibly your marriage) damaged. Whenever possible, stick to shopping at the hardware
store. They understand us there.

-© Jeff  Cappis 2025 jcappis@telus.net

Back Porch Break 
by Nancy Brummett 

Are You Feeling Egg-centric? 
 
Memories of Easters past always include fond recollections of the annual egg 

dying experience. We remember watching our mom spreading out yesterday’s 
newspaper on the kitchen table and getting out the egg dying kit from the 
grocery store. Today’s kits have fancy add-ons like stickers and such, but we just 
recall the package of tablets in different colors, the one copper wire egg dipper 
we took turns with, the wax crayon for writing our names on the eggs we 
chose, and the box with the punch-out holes for displaying our finished designs. 

For many of us it was the first time we inhaled the pungent smell of vinegar 
as we watched intently for the different colored tablets to dissolve in the cups of 
hot water. It didn’t take long to discover, once the white hard-boiled eggs had 
cooled enough to be carefully dipped in the dye, that the blue, green and purple 
dyes would work their magic first while the orange and yellow dyes took much 
longer. And red always turned out pink, right? 

I’m glad I also have memories of dying Easter eggs with my boys and with 
several of our grandchildren over the years. Inevitably some child would turn 
over a cup of dye and it would flow over the newspaper on to the floor, some-
one would drop an egg and crack it, or a grandchild would complain that a 
sibling was hogging the best colors, the dipper, or the crayon. But when all was 
said and done and the mess was cleaned up, we had a beautiful array of colored 
eggs nestled in fake green grass in a basket—all ready for an Easter morning 
egg hunt. There might have even been some slightly multi-colored egg salad to 
enjoy after Easter in the days before we knew about salmonella! 

Whereas kids can have just as much fun hunting for plastic eggs as real ones, 
especially if there’s a piece of candy or other surprise inside each one, much 
fancier eggs from different cultures have been a part of the art world for centuries 
and are often displayed under glass in golden egg cups 
in museums. Whether it’s the delicately painted Uk-
rainian pysanky egg or the jewel-encrusted Fab-
erge one, they are truly works of art. 

The eggs displayed on my coffee table 
each Easter are the multi-colored  marble 
ones I collected on travels in Germany and 
Italy in the early seventies. But I’m thinking 
this year I may just toss one of those egg 
dying kits in my grocery basket and have an 
egg-stravagant dying experience again. While I’m 
waiting for the fizzy tablets to reach their potential, I’ll 
turn in my Bible to Isaiah 43:19 and be reminded of God’s promise: See, I am 
doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? For the symbol-
ism of the Easter egg, of any variety, should not be missed even by the young-
est of us. New life, new birth, the promise of spring and of resurrection. That’s 
Easter in an egg shell. 

 
Nancy Parker Brummett is an author and freelance writer in Colorado Springs, CO. Follow her on 

Facebook, Instagram and Linked In or subscribe to her blog posts at www.nancyparkerbrummett.com.
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Ann’s Lovin’ You 
by Ann Stewart 

September is a Grand Time 
 

We’ve celebrated Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and maybe even our birthday. 
But when is Grandparents’ Day? This year it’s on September 10, the first Sunday 
after Labor Day.  

I grew up in the same state with both sets of grandparents, two hours from 
one set and 45 minutes from the other. That closeness meant I spent nearly 
every weekend at one of their farms. As we drove down River Road in Duvall, 
Washington, my little brothers and I would chant, “We’re almost to Grandma’s 
house! We’re almost to Grandma’s house!” Fond memories include swimming in 
the Snoqualmie River, eating green beans from Grandma’s garden, and dipping 
Sinterklaus cookies into hot tea with lots of cream and sugar. At my other grand-
parents’ home, Grandpa told lots of stories, and Grandma served warm brown 
bread, Maple Bars and homemade borscht. I can almost taste the red raspberries 
that ringed her garden where we’d also nibble on fresh peas. We loved ziplining 
from one end of a barn to the other, clam digging at Birch Bay, and riding the 
Ferris Wheel with Grandma. Their heritage of faith, and the blessing of their love 
and prayers linger long.   

My parents continued the memory making with my 
daughters. Though we live on one coast and they live 
on the other, their influence was still life changing with 
less frequent but concentrated reunions. When Chris-
tine was 9 months old, she affectionately dubbed her 
grandpa, “Bumpa.” As she grew older, if she became anxious, I would say, “Call 
Grandpa,” and my retired attorney dad would counsel her from 2500 miles 
away. When my husband and my parenting was too intense or mixed with frus-
tration, the grandparents showed love and grace. They were only a letter, phone 
call, or text message away. 

I also created and adopted the idea of GIFT (Grandparents in Future Train-
ing.) When I’d get to know kind people who were my parents’ age but didn’t 
have grandchildren, I would ask if they would grandparent my two girls. Thus 
Gampa George, Gamma Sharon, and Aunt Rae were born into our lives. These 
additional grandparents gave gentle instruction, babysitting relief, and poured 
prayer and fun into my daughters’ days. They were indeed a GIFT for all of us 
and a profound influence with their wise perspective and love.  

And that love and influence lingers beyond death. When my father was given 
a terminal diagnosis, we flew to Washington to see him one more time. Our 
family gathered around his bed and ate ice cream bars and told stories. My dad’s 
was a life well-lived and well-loved. For those final days, my daughter Christine 
sat next to his bed holding his hand. I’m not sure if it was because my dad, her 
Bumpa, knew she needed it, or if he longed for her touch. But after he passed, 
my daughter made plans for a career in nursing.  

Someday when I’m a grandma, I want to be just like my dad and make  
grandparenting my favorite career. What kind of memories will my grandchildren 
and I make together? I hope one of them is Grandparents Day. Then again, 
though I was in my teens forty years ago when Jimmy Carter declared the first 
Sunday after Labor Day a National Holiday, I’m not sure I ever honored the day. 
Nonetheless, I hope my four grandparents knew how dearly I treasured their love. 

If you have a grandparent who is still living, take a minute to honor them and 
if your children have grandparents, encourage them to honor their grandpar-
ents. We can never underestimate or imagine the influence, perspective, and 
wisdom of grandparents. The impact they can make will last for generations.  

For ideas on grandparenting or gifts for grandparents, I suggest Country 
Register’s “A Cup of Tea with Lydia,” author of three books for grandparents:  

In the Kitchen With Grandma: Stirring Up Tasty Memories Together; Preparing 
My Heart for Grandparenting: For Grandparents at any Stage of the Journey; and 
her upcoming release: Grand Moments: Devotions Inspired by Grandkids. 

 
©2023  Nostalgic memories like these can be found in Ann Marie Stewart’s novel STARS IN THE GRASS

Tomato & Peach Salsa
Courtesy of Linda Mielczasz from Waynesboro, VA
Ingredients
* 2 medium-large tomatoes or equivalent amount in cherry 
tomatoes	
* 1 ripe peach
* 2 padron peppers
* 2 jalapeno peppers
* 1/2 red onion
* 2-3 cloves garlic
* juice and zest of 1-2 limes
* 1/2 cup cilantro
* 2 T olive oil (maybe more)
* salt and pepper to taste

Directions:
Chop tomatoes and peaches into about 1 /4 inch cubes. Cut the peppers in half 
(padron and Jalapenos) and remove the seeds (leave seeds If you want it spicier!), 
then finely dice. Finely dice the onion and garlic. Finely chop the cilantro. Add all 
the ingredients to a large mixing bowl and mix well. Taste and adjust salt, acid 
(lime), spice (peppers), and oil to taste. Serve with tortilla chips, over a burrito bowl, 
etc. and ENJOY! 
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Make-it Take-its
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sewingexpo.com

What will you           today?
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March & April 2026

Ft. Meade, Lake Wales, Winter Haven

www.FarmGirlQuilting.com

3042 Doc Lindsey Rd. • Fort Meade, FL
863-209-6643   Like us on Facebook!

Tues, Wed, Fri  10-4    � urs 10-8    Sat 10-2

Fabric • Notions • Machines
Everything Sewing

Related!

25% OFF one item 
including in stock 

Janome Sewing Machines!
Visit Us in 
March & 

April for the 

Welcome to the Newest Fabric
Shop in Polk County!

Fabric - Notions - Patterns - Classes
Learn to: Sew | Quilt | Embroider

Now a Kimberbell Certi� ed Shop

249 E. Stuart Ave.
Lake Wales, FL
Shop Hop Hours
Mon-Fri 8:30-6

Sat 8:30-5  
Sun 11-3

863.223.8070

www.SewCreativeFabricsandMore.com

Show coupon for $5 OFF a purchase of $30

Free Pattern
For more fun and creative inspiration visit:

  www.JacquelynneSteves.com

Free Embroidery Pattern – May not be sold or used for commercial purposes. Use this pattern 
for embroidery, wool applique, punch needle or rug hooking, painted projects or whatever your 
imagination can dream up! Reduce or enlarge pattern as desired.

© Jacquelynne Steves

“Perspective” by Shelby Kottemann 

When I was in the fifth grade, Mrs. Wilson assigned our class an assignment to 
interview with a person who lived at least 50 years ago. I chose my grandpa. Born in 
1926, Shelby lived through many times I’d never known yet feel connected to. We sat 
down one evening and went over the assigned questions, which he answered simply. I 
learned that Papa grew up on a farm with his four brothers and sister. He recounted 
that when the boys got into trouble, his Paw would pull a switch off  the old willow 
tree. His mother was sweet till her dying day and a sought-after favorite among all her 
grandchildren. Papa was a WWII veteran of  the Pacific. He met grandma at church 
and married her right out of  high school. He spent his career at a company that makes 
farm and mining equipment, called Caterpillar, and carpooled with friends, as people 
did back then. It was a treasure trove of  family history. Yet, there was another question 
in particular that stuck with me. It was clear that my Papa had thought about it before. 
The question was, “What’s a modern convenience that you’re grateful to have now?”

In reply, Papa stood up and walked over to the wall, gesturing with the turn of  a 
dial. “That I can walk over to the wall and change the thermostat.” He sat down with 
a look of  relief  and satisfaction. Papa went on to describe how he and his brothers 
chopped firewood and all kept warm under layers of  heavy wool quilts at night. They 
didn’t dare get out of  bed till morning for risk of  losing the heat trapped under the 
covers. He remembered how, as they went to sleep, they could see their breath in the 
moonlight through their bedroom window. On sweltery summer nights, the family 
migrated onto the front porch, sleeping in the open air in hopes of  a breeze. 

What a concept to be so hot that you sleep on the porch or so cold you can see 
your breath in your own bedroom! And yet, that was now only 100 years ago! Without 
history and reflection, we can quickly lose touch with all the simple things we have to 
be grateful for. There are just so many conveniences we have in our lives today that 
we don’t have the lived experience to fully appreciate. 

I think about what simple gifts I want to be aware of. At the end of  a long day, I get 
to melt into a warm, steamy shower. When I make dinner for my fiancé, I have a full-
sized oven and open counter space to work with. My pickup truck has heat on chilly 
drives. I never want to lose touch with the countless comforts I have to be grateful 
for. In that lies a constant sense of  abundance. 

P.S. Yes, my grandfather is my namesake!

-Shelby Kottemann is an author and started Loves Nature LLC with a mission to help 
others connect their lives with their hearts. Her email is contact@inlovesnature.com. To learn 

more, visit her website www.inlovesnature.com

From Breezy Manor Recipe File

*Submitted by Donna Jo Copeland, Farmeress at Breezy Manor Farm. 
See her article in this edition to read what’s happening on her wee farm.

Sandy’s Lime Jello Salad
Heat 2 cups of  unsweetened applesauce until very hot, not boiling. Add one 
3-ounce package of  lime Jello. Stir well. Let cool then stir in 8 ounces of  7Up, 
mix well. Pour into an 8x8 pan, refrigerate for at least 4 hours. .

Life on My Farm - Breezy Manor
by Donna Jo Copeland, farmeress

I believe in magic, always have. And a garden is one of  the 
places magic truly happens.

Think about it. We take a seed or a cutting, put them into 
our garden soil, water and wait. Sometimes beautiful plants 
emerge giving us fabulous flowers, wonderful fruits and 
vegetables.  Sometimes not. That’s where magic comes in, 
I believe.

The growing of  plants, any plant brings us joy. Nurturing 
a growing entity speaks to our souls. I think it’s the same for 
farmers as well as gardeners. You can do everything right and 
still fail. But when it all works then there’s magic.

Every year in my gardens I plan something new. For 
instance, new beds, new plant varieties, new methods. And I always ask for the blessings 
of  the fairies. I leave blue bottles (for that is the favorite color of  fairies), upturned 
flower pots, dense foliage for their homes and shelter.

I used to have a lovely stack of  blue and green bottles in a corner of  the garden 
but it collapsed. This year I intend to fashion a more permanent bottle tower. Bottles 
facing east for the morning fairies, west for the evening ones.

Morning fairies have wings glistening with dew drops and are very busy flitting 
around as they rejoice in the sunshine, blessing plants. Evening fairies are the ones I 
notice most gracefully floating over plants at eventide, pausing to say their prayers.

Gardens can calm a troubled or stressed mind. Hands in the soil, green growing 
plants surrounding you, magic fills your aura.

The queen of  the garden fairies I think is the beloved dragon fly. With her majestic 
wings and her playful silhouette, the Queen hovers over your garden spreading magic. 
Be still and listen you can hear her singing. 

Garden Fairies

Last year due to incessant rain I couldn’t get my vegetable garden soil tilled.  I grew 
tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, green beans and potatoes in old feed sacks. Filling them 
half  full of  barn compost and sweepings, I punched holes in the bottom for drainage 
and set them up against the fence. Very little watering required and no weeding. Will 
be doing this again with more sacks.

The real beauty in this method is when harvest is over you just dump the bags out 
on the garden, enriching the soil. Some of  the feed sacks I will reuse, some I will burn.

As the world is a scary, stressful place right now I urge you all to plant a garden, 
large or small. Size doesn’t matter, it’s the fresh air, the growing, the tending. Watch 
for garden fairies, give them a safe place. Let their magic enfold you.

Peace and love,

Donna Jo

2052 E Edgewood Dr.
Lakeland, FL 33803

863-583-4974 Shop
863-450-9399 Cell

FRAME-UP
& NEEDLEWORK SHOP
Fine Matting & Framing

Art Cross Stitch & Needlepoint

Specializing in

Hours:
Mon–Fri 11am–5pm

Sat 1pm–5pm

Featuring the
Cross Stitch of
Linda Jeanne 

Jenkins

Visit Carolyn during March 14 Spring Obsession in Lakeland

BOGO SALE - Buy 1 xxx Get 2 Free
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Sebring

Meg’s Quilt Cottage

1222 Josephine Ct.  •  Sebring, FL 33875
NEW HOURS: Mon-Fri 9-4  Sat 9-2  •  919-603-4680

Meg’s Custom Quilting

OVER 3,000+ 
Bolts in Stock

Moda, Northcott, 
QT, Blank, Free Spirit,

Michael Miller and more!

2 Computerized
Handi-Quilters Providing 

Long Arm Services

NOW ORDER ONLINE
on our NEW WEBSITE!

MegsQuiltCottage.com

Come Visit Our NEW SPACE!
Now we can o� er you:

• MORE Fabric!
• MORE Notions!

• MORE Clearance!

by Wayne M. Bosman

One of  the things that first attracted me to Kerri were the old-fashioned shawls 
that she usually wore in both summer and winter. They were not the sort of  thing 
that everybody wore, but she seemed to have one for every occasion or outfit. 
Though we met at social dance events where people were routinely playful, Kerri was 
more reserved than most, which I found intriguing. The shawls, though, that was a 
thing. I assumed that they were handmade, which also said something to me about 
her. Quiet but independent. Neither following the crowd nor trying to lead it. She 
was a more than competent dancer, but somehow whenever we danced together, I 
would say something that caused her to lose her place. It became an easily achieved 
challenge for me to cause a misstep in the course of  a dance, sometimes remarking 
how the shawl matched her eyes. She wore a lot of  blue. I had been dancing for 
almost 20 years and she less than one year, so maybe it wasn’t so nice of  me to 
break her concentration like that, but it was only a dance after all….

This went on for most of  a year before I got a chance to ask her out. After an initial 
hesitation, she consented and the rest is history. But this is about the shawls really.

Kerri learned to crochet when she was 9 years old. Her mother and her 
grandmother were both avid handcrafters; it was natural for her to follow in their 
footsteps, or handsteps as it were. Kerri’s mother had passed before we met. I 
soon discovered the inspiration behind the shawls that I had seen. The patterns 
went from very simple to extremely elaborate, with colors that covered the entire 
spectrum. The yarns were of  all varieties, chosen for each project by function, form 
and whimsy. Wools from all over the world were included, along with cottons and 
occasional acrylics. As time went on, I developed an appreciation for the textures 
of  the finer ones, getting subtle satisfaction from the softness and slight oiliness 
that came from the lanolin. How something could be gauzy and warm at the same 
time was a minor revelation.

Then came the giving. Kerri had often made shawls, blankets, hats without any idea 
who they would ultimately be for. Whether they ended up with a waitress or a young 
mother or child was a mystery to be solved at the correct moment, when gift and 
receiver appeared together. Those moments were and are met with the feeling that 
a certain grace exists and she gets to have a part in it. Her mother taught her that. 

But back to the shawls.
At a certain point, it was time to clear out her mother’s house. Hundreds of  

handmade items. Many, many shawls. Serendipity stepped in. My sister, Linda, 
is very active in her church groups in southeast Wisconsin. One of  the groups 
provides prayer shawls for elderly or homebound people in the parish. Kerri’s 
mother’s shawls, made with love and care, found new destinations where they were 
needed and appreciated. Since then, a steady stream of  prayer shawls and lap robes, 
handmade with love, have found their way to new owners. God willing, they will 
continue to do so.

But don’t be concerned that Kerri is going to run out of  shawls soon. We recently 
were waiting at a favorite restaurant when another patron admired the shawl Kerri 
was wearing. I joked that she had 40 more like it at home. A day or so later, Kerri 
took inventory. 56 shawls in the closet at that time with a few more destined for a 
Civil War exhibit at the History Museum. The blue ones match her eyes.

-Wayne is a retired auto mechanic living in Cape Carteret, NC. His email is wbosman1@gmail.com

Shawl We Dance?

CelebrateCelebrate
National Quilting DayNational Quilting Day

March 21, 2026March 21, 2026

Please join us live on Wednesdays at 
7pm. We share new items plus we 
show our newest projects. We have 
fun and we would love for you to 

come on in and say Hi.
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16541 Pointe Village Dr. • Suite 108 • Lutz, FL
(Conveniently located near the Suncoast Pkwy & S.R. 54)

M-F 10-6  SAT. 10-5 • 813-749-0888 • www.scrapandsew.com

16541 Pointe Village Dr. 

Quality Quilt Shop Fabrics 
Notions & Patterns

Classes / Private Lessons
Embroidery Software 

Software Training & Online Store

#1 Dealership in Southern US!
 Sewing Machine Sales & Service

All Florida Shop Hoppers 
Present this

Coupon and Save

10% OFF
ENTIRE

PURCHASE!
Valid ONLY IN MAR/APR 2026

(excludes services, repairs, classes, sewing 
machines, creativate memberships)

Repair Service Available on Most Machine Brands!
PFAFF and Viking Certifi ed Technician. Call for appt. today!

PFAFF 
Creative Icon 2

Your All-In-One Resource for Sewing, 
Embroidery, Quilting, 
and Craft Cutting!

Welcome
Viking Sewing 

Gallery Customers!

Shop our website f�  fa� ic, 
classes, machines
and Creativate 
em� oidery 
software memberships
with this QR Code!

Your All-In-One Resource for Sewing, 

Husqvarna Viking Designer     
Topaz 65 and Topaz 55Q

Passport 3.0 the quilter’s
traveling companion

Amber
Air

S600

Onyx 30   

Quilt
Ambition

635

THE NEW TOP-OF-THE-LINE

NOW AVAILABLE

VIKING and DESIGNER EPIC are exclusive trademarks of Singer Sourcing Limited LLC or its Affiliates. HUSQVARNA and the “H” Crown Device are trademarks of Husqvarna AB and are used under license. © 2026 Singer Sourcing Limited LLC or its Affiliates. All rights reserved.

husqvarnaviking.com

Sewing & Embroidery Machine
Nordic Frost Edition

Visit Us 
During 

The
ALL 

FLORIDA 
SHOP 
HOP

ALL FLORIDA
SHOP HOP

ALL FLORIDA 
SHOP HOP

join the annual all floriDa shop hop 

Over 65Stores,100sof Prizes, FreeGift at Every Store
Visit www.AllFloridaShopHop.com or join our Facebook Group: 

www.facebook.com/groups/allfloridashophop to learn all about it.

MARCH&APRIL2026

The All Florida Shop Hop Magazine will go on sale Mid-January at all participating stores.  
It’s your passport to embark on the Great Sewing Adventure Across Florida!

St. Petersburg, Venice

Quilt Show
Venice Community Center
326 S. Nokomis Ave
Venice, FL  34285

March 14 & 15, 2026

B Boutique

B Vendors

B Auction

B Cafe

B Group
     Rates
     Available

Venice Area Quilters Guild

Sun, Sand, Sea & Quilts

Please see
www.VAQG.org
for more information.

Fabric Smart

Professional Service with a Smile!
6798 Crosswinds Drive N., Suite C101 

St. Petersburg, FL 33710

Proudly Serving our Diverse 
Creative Community for

 10 Years!

Easy access from I-275, Exit for 22nd Ave. N. & go west, one block S. of Tyrone Mall

Also shop online - etsy.com/shop/fabricsmart
Mon-Sat, 10 am to 5 pm | Sun, Noon to 5 pm727-914-8850

Fabric and Notions
for Sewing & Quilting.

All Florida Shop Hop 
Participating Shop 
March & April 2026

I write “Ann’s Lovin’ Ewe” two months prior to publication which
necessities having “2020 vision.” It’s an odd thing to write to my
audience almost a season ahead. Afterall, who had the foresight to
predict what would happen this year?

My May column delved into the Pandemic lockdown, but my
CR publishers discouraged committing a summer column to Covid, hoping by then it
would all be over. Unfortunately, it wasn’t.

If  you’re reading this now, then you’re beginning your holidays, and what I didn’t
know in October is your present reality. You know our next President, you may have
been vaccinated, you might be back to work, but Covid 19 isn’t over.

And yet, though the distant future may seem unclear, we have today. We have this
upcoming opportunity for a quiet Christmas. So here I write in October sharing the
hope and anticipation for November and December.

Entertaining. After the freedom of  sunny outdoor gatherings, we’re moving back
indoors and to smaller hand-picked gatherings. We have two friends who stay isolated
and are included into our “bubble family.” On warm evenings we dine outside; as the
weather cools, we share evenings unmasked. Simply. They pick up curbside dining and
we enjoy a modest evening together focused on good food, laughter, and board games.
Covid 19 times have taught us to focus on our friendship.

Thanksgiving. My college-aged daughter will come home for an extended holiday
break for the first time since August. But we won’t be celebrating Thanksgiving at
home because her older sister is a nurse working Thanksgiving and Black Friday. Instead,
we four will gather at her townhouse and order out a delicious Thanksgiving dinner
and prepare a few sides to share as we give thanks for a completely unique Thanksgiving
that focuses on our foursome.

Christmas. December will be quieter and less hectic with few Christmas parties,
concerts, shows, and holiday events. Christmas will be simplified with homey activities.
Perhaps families will enjoy reading by the fireside, watching holiday movies, decorating
cookies, and listening to Christmas music. Since fewer families will converge after
criss-crossing the country, Christmas Day will be smaller.

Our own Christmas will total four, with the hope my 83-year-old mother, whom we
haven’t seen since Christmas 2019 when we could still travel to Seattle, might be able
to join us in Virginia. I can’t forecast snow, but since it’s my mom’s favorite, I hope it
greets her. We’ll have a fresh evergreen, my oldest daughter will construct Snow Village
beneath, and then we’ll decorate with white lights and familiar ornaments.

Advent. I will anticipate the Coming of  Christ. To prepare for Thanksgiving and
Christmas, and even the New Year, I encourage you to consider “Preparing My Heart
for Advent.” It’s a spiritual pilgrimage for the Christmas season that encourages
celebrating with simplicity. It includes family devotionals, a Leaders Guide for small
group study, the chronological Christmas story, songs, symbols, and suggestions
detailing the background on Christmas carols, symbols of  the season, and ideas for
new family traditions. You can begin the study in November and enjoy the devotionals
in December. This could be the perfect year to enjoy the simplicity, intimacy, and
bubble of  your own family as you transition to a new year.

I don’t know what 2021 will bring but ushering out 2020 with a focus on what you
can do and keeping things quiet and simply beautiful, could bring a year of  challenges
to a sweet closure.

© 2020 Ann Stewart. Anticipate Christmas with Ann’s “Preparing My Heart for Advent.”

Ann’s Lovin’ Ewe by Ann Stewart

2020 Vision for the Holidays

It is hard to have a dialogue with a piece of
furniture. Even though wood is an organic
material, it does not have much of  a vocabulary.
However that does not mean a piece of  furniture
can’t tell a story, especially if  you are open to
‘listening’ for it.

There is really no chance of  that happening on
a project that only takes a couple of  hours to
complete. But on larger projects, which stretch out
over several days, there is a good chance that a
dialogue will begin to take place. When that
happens, a ‘relationship’ gradually develops.

During our restoration projects, we often find
things that perplex us. Recently I restored a farm
table/desk. There were two boards nailed
underneath the ends of  the tabletop. Those boards fell exactly into the category of
things that perplex us.

It seems to me that there were at least three possible reasons for those boards. They
may have been added to stabilize the loose legs (but they were still loose). They may
have been added because the tabletop had a crack in it (which it did). The third possibility
is that they were added so that 1880's to 1900's hand-cranked kitchen tools, such as
apple peelers or cherry pitters, could be clamped to the top. Thus the dialogue begins.

The thing is, unfortunately, we will never know exactly what prompted the addition
of  the boards. Whatever the reason for that repair/adaptation, it tells an additional
story. It speaks to rural life a hundred years ago and even much earlier.

Those were the times when many farms barely produced enough to feed a family.
The production of  enough excess food to sell (to make money) was problematical if
not impossible. Money was scarce to non-existent and everything was used well beyond
the point of  usefulness.

The table that I restored is emblematic of  pieces that failed, were repaired/repurposed
and then were used some more. That story is greater to our understanding of  society/
history than is the story of  what specifically happened to the table itself.

In the case of  the farm table, the additional boards posed the question that started
‘my dialogue with the table,' and thus a relationship with the piece. Sometimes I pose
the questions myself. This is particularly true with pieces of  furniture that were
handcrafted.

It is generally accepted that the transition from hand-built furniture to machine
manufactured furniture began somewhere in the 1850s. Obviously some craftsmen
continued to work with hand tools even as others began to use machinery.

I am always honored to have the opportunity to own, let alone, restore a handcrafted
piece of  furniture. I do not take this opportunity and/or responsibility lightly. The
fact that a handcrafted piece of  furniture has survived for over 170 years is amazing!
Thus the dialogue begins as I ask myself  what I could do today that would still be in
existence 170 years from now?

I approach the restoration of  a handcrafted piece of  furniture with a very light
hand. I strive to make my restoration efforts essentially invisible. There will be no
stripping or sanding of their finish.

These pieces were fabricated with hand tools such as saws, planes and chisels. Their
construction featured hand-cut joints, further strengthened with (animal) hide glue
and perhaps a few screws and/or square nails. They were often finished with shellac,
wax or a combination of  both.

My restoration job begins with re-gluing loose pieces and replacing missing internal
pieces such as drawer runners or stops. Then I enhance the original shellac finishes
with techniques that are well short of  ‘refinishing’ the piece. A coat of  wax is applied
and the piece is finished.

During these processes, I am standing in front of  a workbench, working on the
piece, just as the original craftsman was 170 years ago. When I am feeling the hand-
planing marks that he left behind, I am ‘in touch with him.’

A craftsman of  the era would plane a board and then feel the surface. I know (without
a doubt) that he would have asked himself  if  this felt true, level and smooth enough.
At some point, he decided that it was good enough and moved on to the next step.

Now I run my hand over that board and agree with his assessment. How amazing it
is that I can ‘hear’ a craftsman’s (170 year old) question, which was undoubtedly never
verbalized. Further, that I agree with his (internal) answer all of  these years later?

I am just like everyone else who wanders through an antiques shop. I will look at
pieces of  furniture and think that I like this piece but I do not care for that piece.
Depending on the day, my judgment might be based upon the styles, the functions or
the appearances of  the pieces.

It is only when a piece is in my workshop that the dialogue and, yes, the relationship
begins to build. As noted, that relationship might be with the piece itself or with the
craftsman who built the piece.

There are two parts to the antiques business that I find extremely rewarding. The
first is the opportunity to restore a piece of  furniture to give it a second life. The other
reward happens in those fleeting moments when a dialogue begins and a relationship
is developed.

–Dave Emigh and his wife Jill are the owners of  Shady Lawn Antiques in Walla Walla,
WA, perfectly located in the 1870s wood frame creamery buildings that Dave’s great-grandfather
purchased in 1897. A professionally trained woodworker, Dave and his son, Nick, specialize in

the restoration of  oak furniture. Shady Lawn, in its 25th year, has become a regional
destination for oak furniture but is also known for a well-curated display of  country, rustic, and
rare and unique “small” antiques. Glimpses of  the ever-changing Shady Lawn inventory can be

seen on Facebook and at www.shadylawnantiques.com.

by Dave EmighShady Lawn Antique
Restoring Antique Furniture And
'Listening' to Their Stories

Did I Do That? 
By Deb Heatherly

Some of us may be old enough to remember that question coming from the mouth of 
Steve Urkel, played by Jameel White, on the television show Family Matters. In 1889 he 
was slated for a single appearance, but the character was so well received that it became a 
break out role for him that lasted until 1998. You could not help but laugh at this line and 
the many others that became his trademark. 

When I had my quilt shop, I often heard this question in another context. Time and time 
again it was said by customers picking up their sewing machines after they had been ser-
viced. They were referring to the Ziploc bag of lint that our repairman always attached to 
their machines. The bags were a gentle reminder that their machines needed a little more 
love between projects.    

When I saw some of these bags, I wondered to myself how the machine was still run-
ning. Many times, I heard, “It was running just fine and all of a sudden it refused to sew 
correctly.” After seeing those bags, it was easy to figure out why. 

Sadly, this happens to all of us. We are so excited about starting the next project that 
we forget about the lint that gets trapped inside the machine from our fabric and threads. 
It really is a good idea to clean out the bobbin area after each quilt and take the machine 
in for a professional cleaning once a year. Doing so helps the machine run smoothly and 
helps us continue to create for years to come. 

Think of it like owning a car. The car needs oil changes, new wiper blades, new tires, 
etc. from time to time so that it can continue to get us from one place to the next. (Like 
your local quilt shop or the next shop hop!) Proper maintenance can help ward off costly 
repairs. (Money we could have spent on fabric at the local quilt chop.) 

Knowing all of this, I was recently the one who was surprised at the amount of lint I 
cleaned out of my machine. I was on a deadline for several new patterns and had simply 
moved from one quilt to the next without stopping to clean. In fact, if I had not spotted 
lint trying to escape from the nether regions of the machine when I had to change my bob-
bin, I would probably still be stitching along.  

“Ok, fine, I’ll clean you out” I said.  
Timmy, my furry studio helper sat quietly watching as I pulled out clump after clump 

and a few times a little paw tried to help. 
“This is not good” I told him. “Mom has got to do better and I vow to clean after every 

quilt from now on.” 
He just looked at me and purred.  
Funny, so did my machine after its little bit of pampering. 

Deb is a designer for Creative Grids® rulers and the author of eight popular pattern books. Creative Grids® 
fans are invited to join her Facebook group, “Grids Girls”, for tips and inspiration, and two free mysteries 
each year. www.facebook.com/groups/770429649800457/.  Shop Owners are invited to join her group just for 
you, “Grids Girls for Quilt Shop Owners Only” www.facebook.com/groups/273593657256524.      
Visit Deb’s website at www.Debscatsnquilts.com.
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Englewood, North Fort Myers, Port Charlotte, Punta Gorda

Your Full Service Quilt Shop with a
fabulous selection of 

Quilting Fabric, Patterns, Books, 
Notions, Threads and

Longarm Quilting Service!

3323 N. Key Dr. Unit 1-6, 8
North Fort Myers, FL

239-995-0045
Oct-Mar Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5

PJSQuiltandLongarmStudio
www.pjsquiltandlongarmstudio.comwww.pjsquiltandlongarmstudio.com

 

Fabric | Notions | Kits | Classes | Tours 
941-347-8189

   thewhitedaisyquiltshop.comm
Mon-Fri 10-5    Sat 9-3

Ask during your visit or check our website for class 
schedules, events and to sign up for our newsletter!

Visit Us During 
All Florida Shop Hop 

March & April

 

Hours:         
M-T-W-F 10-5 | Th 10-6 | Sat 9-3 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
         

Fabric | Notions | Kits | Classes | Tours 
      941-347-8189 
          thewhitedaisyquiltshop.com 

Towles Plaza   |   2705 Tamiami Trail   |   Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
 

Southwest Florida’s Newest Quilt Shop 

SWFL only Private Re-
treat House. Relax, 
craft at your leisure 

with your closest 
friends.  

Crafting Space with twelve

tables/Chairs

Full Kitchen / Dining Room

3 bedrooms/2 bath sleeps 12

Swim Spa/Hot Tub: Bring 
suits and favorite beverages

Www.floridacraftretreat.com

Punta Gorda, FL 

Reservations: 

361-739-8875

Email: 
Jerry@floridacraftretreat.com

Certified Massage 
therapist available 

with advance 
notice.

Ponds/Canal—birds eye view

Lots of amenities: cutting 
table, cuttlebug, ribbon, 
paper and more

Owners Becky and Jerry 
Courtesy of Naples Scrappers

• Large selection of sewing accessories, notions, quilting 
and garment fabric. Over 2000 bolts of fabric in stock.

• Certi� ed service center, with experienced technicians 
who work on all makes & models. 

• O� ering extensive guide classes, along with creative 
project classes.  

• Large variety of classes, taught by outstanding education 
specialists, that are designed to be informative, fun and easy! 

• We share tips that will increase your sewing success, along with 
helpful hints and suggestions to spark your creativity!

Fabric by Moda, Hoffman, Benartex, Timeless Treasures,
Andover, Island Batik, South Sea Imports & More

Sewing Notions & Clubs
Classes: Sewing, Quilting, Machines, Specialty, Software, 

Garment Construction and others 
Sewing Machine Repairs by 

Service Appointments 

Th��� y�� f�� �� �n� u� T�� Bes� 
S���n� S�u�i� �� Ch���ot �� C��n��!

Charlotte Sewing Studio is proud to be a 
Singer, Pfaff, BERNINA and Husqvarna Viking 

dealer offering machine sales & service.

1109 Tamiami Trail
Port Charlotte, Florida 33953

941.235.3555 • www.CharlotteSewingStudio.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30am to 5pm & Sat 9:30am to 3pm

Now  
o� ering  Longarm  Quilting 

Services

232 N. Indiana Ave.  •  232 N. Indiana Ave.  •  Englewood, FLEnglewood, FL

• Large Selection of Fabric,
Notions & Patterns

• Professional Quilt Finishing
• Cross-Stitch & Embroidery Kits

• Sullivans Floss
• Amish Quilts

• Handmade Gifts

Your only localYour only local
One-Stop Quilt One-Stop Quilt 
and and Fabric ShopFabric Shop

in SW Floridain SW Florida

Visit usVisit us during the during the
All FloridaAll Florida
Shop HopShop Hop

March 1 - March 1 - April 30April 30

Tues-Fri: 10 - 6   Sat: 10 - 3
941-681-2313

www.cedarvalleycrafts.biz
cedarvalleycraftsFL@gmail.com

Follow us on social media for all the
latest arrivals and updates!

QUILTING FABRIC
GARMENT FABRIC
WIDE BACKINGS
QUILT & PROJECT KITS
NOTIONS
WOOL
CROSS STITCH

CLASSES
BERNINA MACHINES
HORN FURNITURE
LONGARM RENTAL
QUILTING SERVICE
MACHINE SERVICE
AND MUCH MORE!  

Serving our quilting community from
TWO great locations!

4220 Hood Road
Jacksonville, FL 32257

(904) 374-0532

8358 Point Meadows Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32256

(904) 519-7705

WWW.CINNAMONSQUILTS.COM

CINNAMON'S OFFERS:

Mon-Thu 10am-5pm
Fri-Sat 10am-4pm

Sun 12:30-4pm

Mon-Sat 10am-5pm
CLOSED Sunday

WWW.CINNAMONSQUILTS.COM

Jacksonville, Orange Park

Certified Baby Lock & Brother Technicians on Staff 
Authorized Dealer for: Baby Lock • Brother • OESD

WE BEAT

ANY DEALER

PRICES

• 20% OFF ALL FABRIC!
• Sewing Furniture

1857 Wells Rd. • Orange Park, FL 32073 • 904-269-6911 
info@calicostation.com • www.calicostation.com

Hours:  Sunday 12-4 • Mon Closed • Tuesday - Saturday 10-5

Quilting ServicesQuilting Services
Custom/ComputerizedCustom/Computerized
  Over 500+ Designs!  Over 500+ Designs!

North Florida’s Largest 
Baby Lock Retailer!
Authorized Repair Center

Visit us 
during the: 
All Florida
Shop Hop

throughout 
March & April

De-Clutter, Design or Ditch It? 
Spring Cleaning’s New Rules

by Barbara Kalkis

For many of  us winter means snow, sleet, blizzards, frost, fierce winds, gray days 
and black nights that make the stars beam like searchlights. We know that one warm 
sunny January day doesn’t mean spring has sprung. Whether the groundhog sees his 
shadow or not, we know spring doesn’t arrive on February 2nd. Frivolous March may 
come in like a Lamb but will breathe Lion-like cold before it ends. Growing up, we 
also knew when Spring truly arrived. It was the day we spent “Spring Cleaning” every 
inch of  the house.

Times have changed. I am now influenced by Influencers and Authorities whose 
number exceeds weed varieties. These experts inform us that there’s more to spring 
cleaning than cleaning. They encourage us to “style,” “design,” “organize,” “de-clutter” 
or “edit” our homes. Suddenly, cleaning has become secondary to examining our entire 
living space for defects. The more zealous connoisseurs command us to dispassionately 
“Purge” our homes of  things we foolishly thought were necessary to our comfort 
and contentment. One purging style is “Japandi,” the blended Japanese/Scandinavian 
minimalist design concept. Furniture seems to float in mostly empty spaces. It’s a look 
to love if  you don’t have kids or someone who loves his 200-pound recliner and side 
table perfectly aligned with the TV screen.

“Purging” requires us to set aside emotions and be coldly logical. (No, you do not 
need 10 vases of  various sizes. Save two and toss the rest. After all, how many times 
do you fill your house with bouquets anyway? Or buy one green plant and water it, 
then you won’t even need one vase. Voila!) Choose a theme and discard anything that 
doesn’t fit into it. Do lots of  sofa pillows comfort you? Or are they clutter? The answer 
we’re looking for here is “clutter.” Let your visitors dangle their too-short legs from the 
sofa. They’ll be impressed by your design skills, while keeping their visit brief.

One authority defines cleaning as “tidying.” I like the term but am uncomfortable 
that it means I’m sloppy. Instead of  urging us to haul out brooms, mops, cloths and 
spray cans, we must first “commit” to tidying up. I disagree. When you can scribble 
notes with your finger on surfaces, it’s cleaning time. News that company’s coming is 
also great incentive.

“Editing” allows us to select what to keep and what to toss. Eliminate one thing and 
replace it with something else. But isn’t having more things better? Editing may result 
in buying something new and keeping the old item too. Evaluating every item in the 
house indicates considering pros and cons. No dice. It requires too much analysis and 
emotion making decisions.

“Declutter” is the kind way of  saying you have too much stuff. Determine what you 
don’t need and get rid of  it. Some experts apply the strictly logical 80/20 rule: Keep the 
20% of  clothes you wear all the time and donate the 80% languishing in your closet. 
This rule does not appreciate that I would wear those 80% skirts and pants if  I had 
not gained weight. I like a one-two-three approach best. “One” means “throw it out.” 
“Two” means bag it, put it in the garage and if  I don’t rescue it before the season is 
over, out it goes. “Three” means keep it – at least for now.

It seems the best approach to spring cleaning, decluttering or organizing is to fill 

your home with the things you love and will care for. It also pays to keep giant garbage 
bags handy for when the cleaning mood does strike you.

-Barbara Ditties for Every Day…A Collection of  Thoughts in Rhyme and Rhythm. Contact 
her at BarbaraKalkis01@gmail.com Kalkis ©2026. Barbara divides her time between writing, 

teaching, and the world of  high tech. 

by Janet Young
Light rain has begun to fall, and here we are on the first week of  April, preparing 

ourselves, to experience what traditionally has been one of  the rainiest months of  the 
year. As you watch the raindrops slide slowly down the window, have you ever stopped 
to think about the beauty that rain brings forth - especially in the springtime.  Could it 
be because everything is painted beautiful…the trees look brighter, the flowers are more 
colorful, and rain sends a signal to the   grass that it is time to wake up and start growing. 

Have you ever heard the rhythmic sounds of  raindrops cascading on your roof?  
Before long that sound, much like White Noise creates a sound so soothing, before 
you know it you are fast asleep. 

Even in literature, rain symbolizes life, purity, being born, and cleansing. Even songs 
have been sung about rain.  For example, A Rainy Night in Georgia, may not be a happy 
representation of  rain, however there is the Pop song, I Love a Rainy Night.  This 
is a catchy tune as the title implies extolling the virtues of  rain. In the movies, Gene 
Kelly was famous for that dance scene in Singing in the Rain. And last but not least, 
children’s nursery rhymes talked about rain in Rain, Rain Go Away, and It’s raining, 
It’s Pouring. There are many celebrations of  rain.

Perhaps the next time it rains, you will have an attitude of  gratitude.  Because rain also 
supplies us with our much-needed water, that basically sustains life. I’d say that is a very 
important reason to embrace rainy days. So, don’t let those raindrops get you down. 

Instead, the next time it rains why not become like a child again.  Grab your raincoat 
(if  it is a cool day), an umbrella, and your boots. Then go for a walk in the rain.  While 
you’re at it, why not stump your feet in a puddle or two, or if  you are in a secluded 
area, why not dance in the rain.  It will lift your spirits, and put a smile on your face. 

And perhaps one of  the most rewarding aspects of  rain is when we get that occasional 
glimpse of  the rainbow.  I leave you with this quote from Gilbert K. Chesterton: “If  
you want a rainbow, you have to put up with the rain.”

H A P P Y   S P R I N G!

         – © Janet Young is a Certified Tea and Etiquette Consultant,  Co-Founder of  Mid-
Atlantic Tea Business Association,  and prior owner of  Over The Teacup

The Beauty of Rainy Days

1357 North Tamiami Tr.
North Fort Myers, FL

Tues-Sat 10-5  Sun 11-4

O� ering a Wonderful Selection of
ALL Things Beautiful!

Rare Antiques and Interesting � nds,
Vintage Jewelry, Glass, China, 

French Furniture, Vintage Clothing,
Vintage Rugs, Fine Art and so much more.
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Daytona Beach, Edgewater, Holly Hill

Seaside Quilts 
Location

3693 S. US Hwy 1 • Edgewater, FL 32141
Tues-Fri 10-2   

386-402-8995•www.seasidesewingandquilts.com

Offering long arm services,
stock fabrics and notions

               to make your quilt life
                    more enjoyable.

• Kimberbell/OESD Certifi ed Store
• Long Arm Machine Quilting Services

• Beautiful Selection of Batiks • Classes

1585 N. Nova Rd
Holly Hill, FL  32117

Less than 4 miles off  I-95 • Quilters’ Bus Tours Welcomed

Mon-Fri 10-5 • Sat 10-3 
386-310-7070

SHOP ONLINE  ANYTIME AT
www.thesewnquiltco.com

We’re Your
Auth� ized Dealer f� :

All Florida 
Shop Hop 

Fabrics 
Available!

Visit us during the Hop

3,700 sq. ft. filled with
3,100+ Bolts of Quality Fabric!

We are all about knowing when it comes to sewing!
• 30+ Years of Service in the
Greater Daytona Beach Area!

• Service on Most Makes & Models
• Fabric, Software & Accessories

386-767-3545 • www.sewinggarret.com  •  sales@sewinggarret.com
949 Beville Rd, Bldg B•Daytona Beach, FL 32119

Tues. - Thurs. 9 - 5:30 • Fri. 9 - 5 • Sat. 9 - 2

thesewinggarret
The Sewing Garret

Come Check Out 
Our Shop Hop Sales!

Melbourne, Sebastian

7720 N. Wickham Rd. Suite 1117720 N. Wickham Rd. Suite 111      Melbourne, FL 32940Melbourne, FL 32940 
321-622-8602321-622-8602        quiltsandlace.comquiltsandlace.com
Mon, Wed- Fri 10 - 5 Mon, Wed- Fri 10 - 5  Tues 10 - 7 Tues 10 - 7 ••Sat 10 - 4Sat 10 - 4

11638 US I11638 US I • •Sebastian, FL 32958Sebastian, FL 32958
     772-388-1700      772-388-1700 

Mon - Fri 9 - 4 Mon - Fri 9 - 4 •• Sat 9 - 3  Sat 9 - 3 
sweettimequilting.comsweettimequilting.com

March 27 and 28
Janome Educator 

Christina Dolinar will lead us!

March 20 from 6-8pm
Happy Hour Quilting Block Studio 180 

Blockbuster Roundup Series 1 virtual zoom 
meeting on precision in piecing. Once a 
month from your home. Call to register. 

Visit Us in March 
& April for the & April for the 

Kimberbell’s Mistletoe Mystery 
Embroidery BOM. It is never too 

late to join. Call to register. 

Just Add Butter
Kimberbell Event. 
Take with us in 

person or virtual.  
Call 321-622-8602

March 7 from 10am-4pm

Hoppy Spring by Janet M Bair

 It’s always fun to look at new spring fabrics. Soft yellows, 
greens and pinks set my imagination going.  What can I 
make with this?  If  it’s too cute to leave in the store, I will 
often splurge and just buy half  a yard.  I can always make 
a doll dress for my granddaughter or cloth napkins for 
our dinner table.

By far, the hardest spring patterns to walk away from 
are the bunny prints.  If  they are lop-eared bunnies, the 
ones with the long floppy ears, I am sold.

I grew up a cat lover but my husband and daughter are 
allergic to cats.  However, they are not allergic to rabbits.  
Thus, began my long love affair with bunnies.  Their soft 
droopy ears, their cute constantly wiggling noses and their 
overall fluffiness make them a good petting substitute for a cat.

Bunnies are silent.  They never talk back or offer critical comments.  They are a 
peaceful pet to have.  I took care of  three different bunnies over the course of  twenty 
years.  Cupcake lived eleven years, Blackie three, and our littlest dwarf  lop, Snickers 
or Snicky five years.

Although they often sit very still, they are surprisingly swift.  When we let Snicky out 
of  his cage, he would race down the hall and zoom under our bed right to the middle.  
No matter how far I stretched my arm under the bed, he always evaded me.  Defeated 
by five pound of  sneaky black and white fluff, I would walk away.  Eventually he would 
come out from his hiding place.

To commemorate my bunny chasing days, this spring I am going to put a backing 
to a panel of  bunnies and ducklings romping through the grass.  It will be a good 
reminder that even though the snows have been deep this winter, spring always comes.  
The seasons flow onward.  

Although it seems that all the bunny decorations in the stores have little to do with 

Letters Worth Writing Home About
    by Kerri Habben Bosman 

Since I could write, I have loved writing letters. One of  my favorite gifts as a child was 
new stationery, the kind that came in a pretty box with matching paper and envelopes all 
bound together by a ribbon. I was the kid that couldn’t wait to write “thank you” letters.

It helped that I saw family writing letters. Dad often used his clipboard with 
watermarked paper on top of  a ruled guide so that each line he wrote would be properly 
spaced. His handwriting was exceptional, having grown up when penmanship was an 
indicator of  character. Uncle Henry, who lived across the street from us, always had 
his old Royal typewriter on their dining room table except for family dinners. I loved 
using his typewriter. I’d leave him a note if  he wasn’t in the room and then the next 
time, I came over one was waiting for me. When he died in 1992, I placed a typed 
note in his suit pocket. It read: “I came by to see you today. I pray that I shall live well 
enough to see you again.”

Ten years later by coincidence, I became pen pals with the son of  someone Uncle 
Henry knew in the 1930’s. I never met Harold in person, but we were both writers. We 
sent works-in progress for the other’s suggestions. We wrote for 12 years.

When I was 20, my dad suggested I write to the widow of  a captain he’d worked 
with before retiring after 40 years as a ship dispatcher. He thought we’d have a lot in 
common. We did, and we telephoned and wrote letters for over 20 years. When Dad 
died in 2001, I called Jane, ready with the prepared speech I’d used in the “letting people 
know” calls. Except that when I tried to talk to Jane, my throat suddenly became a glob 
of  wet marbles. Her response to my garbled words has stayed with me. “Old shipmates 
are always old shipmates.”

Perhaps the most important letters I have ever written are the over 700 letters sent 
to my mother-in-law. I wrote to her at least two times a week from when I first met 
her in 2019 to her passing in late 2025 at the age of  104. She lived 1,021 miles from 
us in Kenosha, Wisconsin. My letters shared all that was happening for us and all of  
our family here. Most of  us rely on emails and texts now, but Mom didn’t. She needed 
letters to be read and reread with a cup of  tea and a cookie or two. 

In person I called her “Mom,” but in my letters I addressed her as “Mary,” her given 
name. By the time Wayne and I married in 2020, she was 100 years old and had long 
been “Mom,” and “Grandma Mary.” With most of  her peers no longer with us, I 
wanted her to see herself  as she’d been her whole life. 

Her letters were written on handmade cards with pictures and details of  the kids, 
namely her grown grandchildren, their spouses and ever-growing great-grandchildren. 
She knew when laundry was in the dryer and what was for dinner. She knew how the 
garden was growing and how each of  us was evolving too. Most importantly, she knew 
she was a part of  each of  us all the time. Each letter ended with: “Wayne sends his 
love, as do I. We think of  you every day.” 

Selfishly perhaps, I miss writing to Mom. At 104 she had earned a peace beyond 
our temporal and limited world. But I am also comforted because old shipmates in 
our sea of  life will always be old shipmates. And I pray that I shall live well enough 
to see her again.

-- © 2025 Kerri Habben Bosman is a writer living in Cape Carteret, NC. 
Her email is 913jeeves@gmail.com.

Pork Chop ‘n’ Rice Casserole
You can also use boneless skinless chicken thighs for this 
recipe. I use whatever is on sale at the store that week

Ingredients:
2 cups white rice
8 oz button mushrooms chopped
2 cans condensed beef  consomme
1 can condensed onion soup
1/2 cup butter, cut into 8 pieces
1 cup grated Parmesan cheese, divided
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Stir rice, mushrooms, beef  consomme, and 
onion soup together in a 9 x 13-inch baking dish. Top with butter pieces and 
3/4 cup of  the cheese. Season the pork chops evenly with salt, pepper, garlic 
powder, onion powder, and paprika and place on top of  cheese and butter. Top 
with remaining cheese and cover dish with foil. Bake in the preheated oven for 55 
minutes. Uncover and bake until top is golden brown, liquid has been absorbed 
into the rice, and the pork is cooked through, about 20 to 30 more minutes.

Submitted by Colleen Gust, The Country Register - SK & MB

2 pounds pork chops
1-1/4 teaspoons kosher salt
3/4 tsp freshly ground black pepper
1 tsp garlic powder
1 tsp onion powder
1 tsp paprika

the real message of  Easter, they are still fun to look at.  I guess bunnies are used 
because they literally hop for joy.  And isn’t that what the season is all about?  Not 
only do the days get longer and warmer, but we can rejoice in that Jesus is risen and 
the tomb is empty.

After His resurrection, “Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them!...They were 
filled with joy when they saw the Lord!”   John 20:19,20  (TLB—The Living Bible)

.- © Janet M. Bair of  Ansonia, CT. You may contact her at librarybair@hotmail.com

THREADS OF THE PAST:THREADS OF THE PAST:
Stories of Pioneer 

Women and Their Quilts 
 

by Lanie Tiffenbach   
Lanie Tiffenbach has been both an avid ge-

nealogist and an avid quilter for many years. 
She has combined her two passions in the 
writing of her historical fiction novel, Threads 
of the Past, allowing her immigrant ancestors 
to tell their stories in their own “voices” in the 
form of letters or diaries. 

Based on extensive genealogical and histori-
cal research, seven courageous pioneer 
women detail their families' immigration to the 
New World and the dangers, hardships, isolation and terrible losses they found 
on the raw frontier of Minnesota, as well as their simple joys and successes. 
Their stories span a time period from the 1850s through the 1930s, and are at the 
same time heartbreaking and heartwarming, but always grounded in love of 
family. The book is illustrated with over 100 wonderful vintage photos. 

The evolution of quilting in America from the 1850s through the 1930s is 
woven throughout the stories, with each woman having a special quilt rep-
resenting her particular era. The women’s love of quilting is the "thread" that 
ties the stories together.  In earlier times quilting was a blessing and a joy for 
women, as it gave them a creative outlet and produced something of beauty in 
the midst their hard lives. Equally important, their quilting bees relieved their  
isolation and loneliness and brought them together in friendship with other 
women. And these things are still true of quilters today!   

While this novel will be of special interest to quilters and genealogists, the 
pioneer women's stories of bravery, faith and endurance will touch the hearts of 
all women. 

Threads of the Past can be ordered on Amazon.com or   
you can email Lanie at tiffenbach@gmail.com.

You Could WIN a copy of Threads of the Past!
To register to win a copy of Threads of the Past, just clip and fill out this entry form 
OR write Threads of the Past on any piece of paper or note card along with the 
other information and mail to:The Country Register, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive,  
Peyton, CO 80831 by April 10th. Winner will be announced in the next edition of 
The Country Register and will receive their book by mail.

BOOK REVIEW

To register to win a copy of THREADS OF THE PAST, 
email your name, address, and title of the book 

to win@theregisterweb.com.
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Greenacres, Port St. Lucie, Tamarac, West Palm Beach

3890 Shawnee Ave. • West Palm Beach, FL  33409
561-596-3852

Specialty Fabrics
Quilting & Sewing Fabrics

Notions, Patterns & Threads

In Person Shopping by Appointment
and Shop Online at

www.thequiltedpeacock.net

Almost 5,000 Bolts of Cotton and Batik fabrics in stock! Northcott, Studio E, In the Beginning,  Almost 5,000 Bolts of Cotton and Batik fabrics in stock! Northcott, Studio E, In the Beginning,  
Michael Miller, P & B Textiles, Riley Blake, Robert Kaufman, Quilting Treasures, Andover Fabrics and more!Michael Miller, P & B Textiles, Riley Blake, Robert Kaufman, Quilting Treasures, Andover Fabrics and more!

See our Newsletter 
on Facebook

Authorized Dealer of                                        Sewing Machines!Authorized Dealer of                                        Sewing Machines!

Tues–Fri 10am–4pm •  Sat 10am–3pm • pamsfabricnook@gmail.com
www.PamsFabricNook.com

9024 S US Hwy 1 • Port St Lucie 
772-800-3019

Visit us during the 
All Florida Shop Hop throughout March & April

FULL SERVICE QUILT SHOP
561-304-7211•  www.QuiltABit.com 

2914 Jog Road, Greenacres, FL 33467 
(NE corner of 10th Ave & Jog Road in Barclay Square Plaza)

Find us on

HOURS:
Mon –Fri 9am to 5pm
Sat 9am to 4pm
Closed Sunday

VISIT US DURING THE 
ALL FLORIDA SHOP HOP 

MAR 1 THRU APR 30

• Quality Cotton, Beautiful Batiks, Wool, Fat 
Quarters, Kits, Patterns, Books, Notions

• Longarm Quilting Services Available
• “Sew All Day” in Our Large Classroom
• Come in and see our large (110+) collection 

of Wide Back Fabric

New shop hop comıng to

ALL FLORIDA
SHOP HOP

ALL FLORIDA 
SHOP HOP

MARCH&APRIL2023

Over55Stores,100sof Prizes,FreeGift at Every Store
Visit www.AllFloridaShopHop.com or join our Facebook Group: 

www.facebook.com/groups/allfloridashophop to learn all about it.

The All Florida Shop Hop Magazine will go on 
sale Mid-January at all participating stores.  

It’s your passport to embark on 
the Great Sewing Adventure 

Across Florida!
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A Cup of Tea with Lydia
by Lydia E. Harris

Colorful streamers, balloons, and tablecloths waited to welcome the senior 
ladies who met weekly for tea and treats in the 
community room. 

But this time they gathered to celebrate my sister 
Erna’s nine-TEA-eth birthday. The rose and gold floral-
print napkins and paper plates said: “90 Fabulous.” 
Her three daughters and grandson had arrived early 
to prepare the setting.

Tasty Treats
The buffet table held a delicious array of  foods, including cranberry brie bites, 

a variety of  crackers, and a charcuterie board loaded with an assortment of  
cheeses, meats, and colorful dried fruit. But the main feature was a homemade 
gluten-free three-layer vanilla cake with strawberry cream cheese frosting, topped 
with two large candles: a nine and a zero. 

Other treats included homemade cranberry nut triangles, chocolate chip 
cookies, jam thumbprints, and lemon crinkle cookies (see recipe). Oh my—what 
a wonderful tea time with sugar and spice and everything nice.

Big Surprise
Twenty women from the retirement community, plus friends and relatives, 

came to honor Erna. But the big surprise was that her oldest daughter and 
grandson had flown from California to Michigan to help celebrate this milestone. 
How I wish I could have flown in from Washington State. 

As usual, the women could select a teacup and teabag and brew their favorite 
tea. But today, wearing her crowning tiara, Erna reigned as queen.

As the ladies sipped their tea, they chatted and honored Erna.
Erna was all smiles, feeling treasured and blessed. 
Special Memories
Later Erna reported by phone, “The party was a lot of  fun and very special!” 

At her apartment, she was surrounded by the party decorations and cherished 
the memories of  a wonderful time.

Young at heart and very talented, my sister Erna has had a memorable life 
and has blessed many. She wrote a Bible study guide for the book of  Acts and 
coauthored a musical, Who Is My Neighbor? Most recently, in 2025, with the 
help of  her daughter Lois, she published a book. Strong in her faith and wanting 
to showcase God, He Was Always There: A Book of  Stories and Miracles by 
Erna Craven records events from her life, including our father’s miraculous 
release from a Russian prison years before her birth. 

After coming to America in 1929 with their two sons, her parents, Nicolai and 
Helena Siemens, added six girls to their family. I am blessed to be the youngest. 
Over the years, I’ve enjoyed many happy occasions and teatimes with my family 
and friends.

So how would you celebrate a special event or milestone birthday? However, 
you make merry, I recommend rejoicing with family and friends over a cup of  tea!

-© Lydia E. Harris enjoys serving tea to family and friends. Her books include: Preparing 
My Heart for Grandparenting, In the Kitchen with Grandma: Stirring Up Tasty Memories 

Together, and GRAND Moments: Devotions Inspired by Grandkids

A Milestone Nine-TEA-eth Party

1 cup granulated sugar
1/2 cup (1 stick) softened butter
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1 tsp. lemon extract
1 tbsp. lemon zest
2 eggs

Directions:
1. In a large bowl, cream together the butter and granulated sugar until light and fluffy. 
2. Stir in vanilla extract, lemon extract, and lemon zest. 
3. Beat in eggs, one at a time. 
4. Mix together the flour, baking powder, and salt. 
5. Add the dry ingredients to the creamed mixture. Do not overmix.
6. Cover dough and refrigerate for one hour. 
7. Preheat the oven to 350° F. 
8. Shape dough into 1-inch balls and roll them in powdered sugar. Place them two inches 
apart on a parchment-lined cookie sheet. 
9. Bake for 13–15 minutes until edges are lightly brown and tops do not look wet. 
10. Cool on the cookie sheet for 2 minutes. Then transfer to a cooling rack to cool 
completely. 

Recipe makes about 3 dozen cookies.

Variation: For a burst of  fresh lemon flavor, sandwich two cookies together with a teaspoon 
of  lemon curd just before serving.

Optional variation: Sandwich two cookies together with cream cheese frosting. If  using 
cream cheese frosting, store cookies in an airtight container in the refrigerator.

1-3/4 cups flour
1-1/2 tsp. baking powder
1-1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 cup powdered sugar 
1/2 to 1 cup lemon curd, 
homemade or purchased (optional) 

From Lydia’s Recipe File: 
Lemon Crinkle Cookies

Slow Cooker No-Peek Chicken
Start Sunday morning. By the time you go to church 
and back, your lunch will be ready.

Ingredients:
1 1/2 lbs. boneless skinless chicken 
breasts, or 1 cut-up chicken
1 can cream of  celery soup
1 can cream of  mushroom soup
10.5 oz water
Use a 4 qt. or larger slow cooker. Spray the slow cooker with non-stick spray.
Add the cans of  soup, one can of  water, garlic powder, pepper and rice. Stir. Lay 
over the chicken breasts. Sprinkle over the soup mix. Cover and cook on high 
for 3.5 hours. Or 6-8 hours on low.

Submitted by Colleen Gust, The Country Register - SK & MB

1/2 tsp garlic powder
1/4 tsp pepper
2 cups rice
1 oz. packet onion soup mix

March is 
National 

Craft Month
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INSPIRED!INSPIRED!

“Spring is here, and so is a fresh season of 
creativity. Whether you're inspired to start 
something new, refresh your fabric stash, 
or dive into your next quilting project, Sew 

Much Fun is ready to help your ideas 
bloom. With colorful prints, beautiful new 
collections, and all the essentials you love, 
we're here to celebrate creativity with you. 
Here's to a bright season filled with color, 

inspiration, and Sew Much Fun!” 
With care,

Beth and Kelley

Florida Space Coast ’s Newest andFlorida Space Coast ’s Newest and
Largest Quilt & Fabric Shop!Largest Quilt & Fabric Shop!


