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Facebook Live or App Events
Mondays 3:30 pm..............................................................................................Quilted Twins (pg. 15) 
Mon-Sat 5:30 pm........................................................................................... Quilts and Lace (pg. 29) 
Tuesdays 6 pm............................................................................... Inspire Quilting & Sewing (pg. 22) 
Wednesdays 7 pm...........................................................................................Crafty Quilters (pg. 19)
Fridays 3:30 pm.................................................................................................Quilted Twins (pg. 15) 

November
1...................................................... Grand Reopening of Black Dog Quilt Shop in Clermont (pg. 16)
1-Dec 31............................Holiday & Cyber Monday Sales at Quilts and Lace in Melbourne (pg. 29)
1-Dec 31......................Holiday & Cyber Monday Sales at Sweet Time Quilting in Sebastian (pg. 29)
13-15......................... Holiday Open with Great Sales at Beyond the Stitches in Cyrstal River (pg. 7)
14-15................................42nd Annual Fantastic Quilt Show at Venetian Center in Leesburg (pg. 9)
14-15.........................................Shut the Front Door Event at Quilts and Lace in Melbourne (pg. 29)
14-15........................... 12th Anniversary Celebration at Pam’s Fabric Nook in Port St Lucie (pg. 30)
15.......................................................................Finishing Class at Common Thread in Ocala (pg. 7)
21-22...Arts & Crafts Holiday Show at Lutheran Church of the Resurrection in Palm Harbor (pg. 24)
21-Dec 6...............................Visit the 6 participating shops in the Central Florida Shop Hop (pg. 11)
28................................................... Black Friday Sale at Beyond the Stitches in Crystal River (pg. 7)
28-29............................................ Black Friday & Saturday Specials at Scrap & Sew in Lutz (pg. 23)
28-29............ Colorful Friday & Small Business Saturday Sales at Quilt A Bit in Greenacres (pg. 30)
28-29, Dec 1.........................................Mystery Sale at Margie’s Sew Much Fun in Crestview (pg. 4)
29.......Annual Holiday Bazaar with Lanark Village Wandering Star Quilters in Lanark Village (pg. 5)

December 
1-3.................. Grand Opening of new space & Tent Sale at Meg’s Quilt Cottage in Sebring (pg. 19)
1-20.......................Super Savings on Brother Machines at Nana’s Quilt Shop in Brooksville (pg. 20)
6................................................................Tool Time at Margie’s Sew Much Fun in Crestview (pg. 4)
9-13......................................................... Pre-Inventory Sale at Cookie’s Fabrics in Marianna (pg. 5)
18-19....................................................... Year End Sale at Nana’s Quilt Shop in Brooksville (pg. 20)
26-27.......................................................Super Clearance Sale at Quilt A Bit in Greenacres (pg. 30)

January 2026
8-10..................................................................Stitching Retreat at Common Thread in Ocala (pg. 7)
15-18............Buttons Light Up Our Lives Show at Shores Resort in Daytona Beach Shores (pg. 28)
17..............................................Celebration’s Pups & Pints at Lakeside Park in Celebration (pg. 14)
17-24.......................................Visit the 9 participating shops in the North Florida Shop Hop (pg. 27)
23-24......................................Marketplace 2026 at Rohan Recreation Center in The Villages (pg. 8)
23-24...................... Quilts by the Lake Quilt Show at First Presbyterian Church in Lakeland (pg. 17)
30-31..............Hands-On Classes with Moda Fabric Event at Quilts and Lace in Melbourne (pg. 29)

February 2026
6-8............ Stampfest at Matheos Hall at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Clearwater (pg. 24)
7.............................................................Airing of the Quilts at Maxine Barritt Park in Venice (pg. 25)
13-14.........St Andrew Bay Quilter’s Guild Show at Central Panhandle Fairg. in Panama City (pg. 5)
13-14...................... A Gathering of Quilts Show at Charlotte Harbor Center in Punta Gorda (pg. 25)

Visit www.facebook.com/TheFloridaRegister
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Amy & David

Just A Note...

USA
Arizona: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
California: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
Colorado: Jan & John Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Falcon, CO 80831-8458, 719-866-8570
Connecticut: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Delaware: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Florida: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Idaho (N): Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Idaho (S) WA & E. OR: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
Indiana: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Iowa: Linda Glendy, P.O. Box 6, Tama, IA, 52339, 641-751-2619
Kansas: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Maine: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399 
Maryland: Kim Keller, 2920 144th Ave. NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304, 763-754-1661
Massachusetts: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Michigan: Leslie Howell, 2875 Dunkirk Dr., Saginaw, MI, 48603, 989-751-8860
Minnesota: Kim Keller, 2920 144th Ave. NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304, 763-754-1661
Montana: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Nebraska: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Nevada (N): Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
Nevada (S): Glena Dunn, 4568 Carol Circle, Las Vegas, NV, 89120, 702-523-1803 
New Hampshire: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399
New Jersey: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
New Mexico: Jan & John Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Falcon, CO 80831-8458, 719-866-8570
N. Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
North Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Ohio: Barb Moore, P. O. Box 37, Cable, OH, 43009, 937-652-1157
Oregon: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Pennsylvania: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Rhode Island: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
S. Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
South Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Vermont: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399
Virginia: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Washington: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
West Virginia: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Wisconsin: Scott & Jennifer Hughes, P. O. Box 276, Altoona, WI, 54720, 715-838-9426
Wyoming: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181

CANADA
Alberta: Marcy Horswill, Suite 114, 919 Centre St. NW, Calgary, AB T2E 2P6, 587-585-3545
British Columbia: Marcy Horswill, Suite 114, 919 Centre St. NW, Calgary, AB T2E 2P6, 587-585-3545
Manitoba & Saskatchewan: Kirby & Colleen Gust, Box 801, White City, SK, S4L 5B1, 306-585-0274
Ontario: Harriet Ramos, 103-575 Lacolle Way, Orleans, ON K2A 5B6, 613-612-8465

Publisher Contact Numbers Across the USA & Canada
The Country Register is a network of independently owned and published specialty newspapers 

for the consumer who enjoys outstanding shopping, events, excursions and specialty classes. 
Look for the paper in your travels or for the current issue online. 

For additional information, visit www.countryregister.com

January/February events due by December 1
Mail a check for $25 with your ‑event info to the address at the top of  page 2.

This is a wonderful time of year to enjoy many traditions, shop for special 
gifts and decorating needs, and so much more that the holiday season brings 
– using our publication as your guide. We have included recipes that you may 
want to add to your festivities. Have fun exploring the special events that are 
summarized in our Shows 
& Events Listing!

Please be sure to visit 
our Facebook page and like 
it. We post lots of updates 
about shops and events, plus 
we welcome reader com-
ments and interaction. On 
our website, you can find 
links to our advertisers’ web 
sites, view the current shows 
and events listing, read the paper online, subscribe to the paper, and more. 

We do ask that you please let the shop owners know that you saw their ad in 
our publication - it is extremely important! Advertisers want to know that their 
ad in our paper is effective and they like it when you mention you saw their ad. 
Without the advertisers, our publication can’t exist so they need to know the 
paper is working for them. Also, feel free to pick up extra copies for your friends 
… we’d love for you to share it with them. 

If you know a shop that should be advertising in the paper, please let us know 
(via email, phone, or mail). We are always looking for new shops to add to our 
list of great advertisers. 

Would your group or guild like to receive FREE COPIES of each issue? Just 
send an email to amy@theregisterweb.com or call 1-866-825-9217. Let us know 
how many copies (25 minimum) and a street mailing address.

Rachel was home for almost a week in September so all 3 of us could join 
Grace at UGA for her sorority’s family weekend. We had so much fun visiting 
Grace, catching up with her friends & their families, and having amazing meals 
in Athens. November and December will be busy months for our family and I 
know for our readers probably too. So I like to make sure to remember to enjoy 
these upcoming family gatherings, special events and so much more that Novem-
ber and December bring. 

Our January/February issue will be out shortly after the first of the year. That 
issue has an annual theme of Quilting, Needlearts, Fiber Arts and Sewing! So be 
sure to plan a visit to your favorite shop to pick up your copy!

Have fun shopping this Holiday season. Don’t forget to use our guide as your 
road map. We wish you and your family Happy Holidays!

David, 

Rachel, 

Grace 

and 

Amy

Just send an email to 
ads@TheRegisterWeb.com
or call 1-866-825-9217

Let us know how  
many copies (25 minimum)  

and a street shipping address.

Would your group  
or guild like to receive 

FREE COPIES of each issue 
of The Florida Register?

Milton, Pensacola and Shop Hop

 

The MOST 100% cotton, premium  
quilting fabric in Florida 

 
Largest selection of Batiks 

100s of panels 
Wide Selection of Wide backs 

Patterns and Books 
Full line of sewing and quilting notions 

 
Available online and in the store 

 
Free Shipping on all USA orders over $100 

 
 
 

 
 
 

923 N. New Warrington Rd 
Pensacola, FL 32506-4250 

850-455-0112 
www.aandefabrics.com 
Mon – Sat 10 am – 5 pm 

 

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION COUPON 
Up to 25% off Fabric Purchase 

Code:  FLREG23JULY 
$25 max value. One time use per customer. Use in 

store or online. Normal exclusions apply. One discount 
per purchase. 

Valid: 7/1/23 – 8/30/23 

923 N. New Warrington Rd
Pensacola, FL 32506-4250

850-455-0112  
www.aandefabrics.com

Mon–Sat 10am–5pm

2025FLRegNovDec

11/1-12/31/25

2024 #1 Local Quilt Shop in Florida

Huge Selection 
of Markdowns
Monthly Sales

Classes for all skill levels

See our website 
for more details 5201-B Dogwood Drive, Milton, FL 32570  

850-665-4599 • www.mysewingbarn.com

Great Selection of Fabric - including full lines,
Batting, Notions, Pre-Cuts, Panels & More!

Classes for ALL Levels
Private Sewing Lessons Available

The Only Fabric Shop in Santa Rosa County!

One time 40% off christmas fabric
one cut. one per customer

join the annual all                    shop hop

ALL FLORIDA
SHOP HOP

ALL FLORIDA 
SHOP HOP

Over 65Stores,100sof Prizes, FreeGift at Every Store
Visit www.AllFloridaShopHop.com or join our Facebook Group: 

www.facebook.com/groups/allfloridashophop to learn all about it.

MARCH&APRIL2026
The All Florida Shop Hop Magazine 
will go on sale Mid-January at all 

participating stores.

It’s your passport to embark
on the Great Sewing 

Adventure Across Florida!

February 2026 continued
13-15...............America’s Garden Quilts Show at Rec & Aquatic Center in New Port Richey (pg. 24)
20-21....... Chautauqua Quilter Guild Quilt Show at the Community Cntr in DeFuniak Springs (pg. 5)
27-28....................Seaside Piecemakers Quilt Show at Melbourne Auditorium in Melbourne (pg. 29)
27-Mar 21..... Save the Date to visit the participating shops in the Central Florida Shop Hop (pg. 20)

March 2026
1-Apr 30............................................Visit participating shops during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 3)
21.......... Lanark Village Wandering Star Quilters Quilt Show at Chillas Hall in Lanark Village (pg. 5)
28...................................... Suwannee Valley Quilt Fest at the Historic Train Depot in Trenton (pg. 6)

April 2026
25...................................................... Airing of the Quilts at George Sands Park in Carrabelle (pg. 5)

May 2026
11-15... Quilting & Sewing Camp at Blue Lake (AL) with Stitcher’s Quest in Fort Walton Beach (pg. 4)

continued on next page

Events, Continued
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Crestview, Fort Walton Beach

BERNINA Authorized Dealer 
with Certified BERNINA Technician 

Store New Location
as of Nov. 2025

NEW
ADDRESS!

Fabric • Classes • Shop in-store or online
Bernina Sewing Machines, Service & Repair
Large selection of Coastal Prints & Batiks

M-TH 10-5  F-SAT 10-4  •  850-864-4555
www.stitchersquest.com     .

M-TH 10-5  F-SAT 10-4
www.stitchersquest.com  •  850-864-4555

28 Ferry Rd. SE
Fort Walton Beach, FL

28 Ferry Rd. SE
Fort Walton Beach, FL

Quilting & Sewing Camp 
at Blue Lake  MAY 11-15, 2026

Join us for a 4-day event at Blue Lake 
Camp & Retreat Center,

8500 Oakwood Ln., Andalusia, AL
• Choose a 2-day or 4-day retreat

• Enroll in classes online at StitchersQuest.com
HURRY - seating is limited!

• Register by Feb. 14, 2026 for chance to     .

win $100 gift card from Stitcher’s Quest!     .

• Register by Feb. 14, 2026 for chance to     .

win $100 gift card from Stitcher’s Quest!     .

Opening Our
NEW LOCATION in November!

SAME Great Store
SAME Great Sta� 

SAME Great Products

ALL in a NEW, 
Exciting Location! 

DeFuniak Springs, Lanark Village, 
Marianna, Panama City plus Alabama

St. Andrew Bay Quilter’s Guild

“When Words Fail, Music Speaks” 
Quilt Show: Feb. 13 & 14, 2026

Location: Central Panhandle Fairgrounds
2230 15th St, Panama City, FL 32405 

Day and night guild meetings available.
Visit our website for meeting times.

 www.sabqg.org

8085 State Highway 83 N
DeFuniak Springs, FL  32433

850-974-1295
www.ohsewkountry.comFabric

Notions
Classes

Bags
& much more!!

The ONLY
Quilt Shop
in Walton

County
Mon Closed

Tues-Wed 10-6
Thur Closed
Fri-Sat 10-6

Sun 12-4
Veteran Family
Owned Business

Rise & Shine it’s
Quilting Time!
New Arrivals

Daily!

10% Off 
Expires 12/31/25 

YN4P4

Lanark Village Wandering Star Quilters
Upcoming Events:

For more info contact Ronda at 229-221-2706 or rondalove@hotmail.com

Sat., Nov. 29, ‘25: 3rd Annual Holiday Bazaar, Lanark Village Boat Club
Sat., March 21, ‘26: “Star Spangled Coast” Quilt Show,
  Chillas Hall in Lanark Village
Sat., April 25, ‘26:  4th Annual Airing of the Quilts,    
  George Sands Park in Carrabelle

All Events Free Admission 9-3

 Annual Airing of the Quilts,    

As we enter the holiday season, I wanted to share this design 
that uses red, green and cream colors. It is a new collection 
from Island Batik Division of  Lumin Fabrics called Merry 
Moments. I hope you will have lots of  merry moments during 
these holidays.

This batik collection seemed just perfect to make into a quilt 
that, as I made it spoke to me like a Poinsettia. My original 
pattern was called Winter Bright in blues/whites but with this 
colorway it just kept speaking to me like a beautiful Poinsettia 
plant that so often we see at this time of  year.

This pattern uses several techniques, including a little bit 
of  paper piecing, templates and traditional piecing. The 
framework felt like a window and there is a secondary 
design that creates an onpoint shaded green square in the 
background.

I hope you’ve been enjoying the designs this year. I’m 
looking forward to sharing some new designs next year.

Ask at your local quilt shop that carries Island Batik fabrics 
for these fabrics and pattern. You can also find this pattern 
here at KISSed Quilts.

KISSed Quilts
Poinsettia Window	 by Marlene Oddie

- © Marlene Oddie (marlene@kissedquilts.com) is an engineer by education, project 
manager by profession and now a quilter by passion in Grand Coulee, WA at her 
quilt shop, KISSed Quilts. She quilts for hire on a Gammill Optimum Plus, but 

especially enjoys designing quilts and assisting in the creation of  a meaningful treasure 
for the recipient. Fabric, patterns, kits and templates are available at http://www.

kissedquilts.com. Follow Marlene’s adventures via http://www.facebook.com/
kissedquilts and https://www.instagram.com/marlene.kissedquilts

Veterans Day: A Time to Remember
by Nancy J. Nash

On a Sunday morning several years ago, my brother, who was visiting Belgium, 
decided to attend a church in Brussels. As he was leaving the service, an elderly Belgian 
man approached him and began to speak in French. My brother replied in French that 
he was a visitor from America. The man instantly switched to English and declared 
emphatically, “I was here. Christmas 1944. The liberation. The Third Army. General 
Patton. A magnificent army. Thank you.” 

He was referring to the heroic effort of  Patton’s unit that marked the turning point 
of  the Battle of  the Bulge, contributing to the defeat of  the Nazi war machine and 
thus to the end of  World War II. His gratitude was unending. 

I was not born until after World War II, but I had a chance to observe how it had 
affected older generations. My parents and their neighbors learned what their priorities 
were while enduring the turbulence and uncertainty of  war. They embodied their 
values, living simply, honoring their Maker, and cherishing family and friends for the 
rest of  their days. 

My mother always drew Veterans Day to our attention. She informed us that it was 
originally called Armistice Day to celebrate the truce that occurred at the eleventh hour 
of  the eleventh day of  the eleventh month in 1918, effectively ending World War I. 

Years ago, in our small town, I sometimes walked up and down the street with my 
grandmother. Along the way, we would occasionally meet Ruth, a friend of  hers. Ruth 
had never married, but she would smile and ask after my mother (whom she had 
known when Mom was a little girl). She would chat with me and ask about the other 
grandchildren, expressing genuine interest. 

Grandma told me that Ruth had been engaged to a man who died fighting in the First 
World War. She was a high school graduate who could barely support herself. She lived 
in a house with relatives. Yet I don’t remember detecting a trace of  disappointment, 
bitterness, or envy of  others’ blessings. From time to time, I would see her at the local 
library, sweeping or mopping for a few hours, always ready to greet me with a bright, 
contented smile. 

This Veterans Day, remember the young soldier and his beloved and so many like 
them. Who can measure the worth of  their sacrifice?  It is priceless. And like the old 
man in the church in Belgium, let us give thanks for whatever peace and freedom we 
have enjoyed. 

-© 2025 Nancy J. Nash, who is the author of  Little Rooster’s Christmas Eve and Mama’s 
Books: An Oregon Trail Story. She holds a B.A. in English composition from Mount Holyoke 
College and an M.F.A. in Writing for Children from Simmons College. She may be reached at 

nancynash341@gmail.com.

Front Porch Quilt Shoppe
199 US Hwy 231 North

Ozark, AL  36360
334-445-3521

www.frontporchquiltshoppe.com

Variety of Classes • Quilt Group meetings
Fabrics, Patterns, Notions & DMC Floss • Machine Quilting available

Hours:

Mon.-Sat.

10am-5pm

©TCR 2013

20% OFF your Yardage Purchase with this Ad!
Exp. 8/31/15

Begin your New Year with 
a visit to our shop!

199 US Hwy 231 North • Ozark, AL 36360
334-445-3521 • www.frontporchquiltshoppe.com

Tues–Fri 10–5 • Sat 10–2

Variety of Classes • Quilt Group Meetings
Fabrics • Books • Patterns • Notions

Home of the “Gammill Girl” Machine Quilting

15% off Your Fabric Purchase with this Ad!
Expires 12/31/25

Front Porch Quilt Shoppe
199 US Hwy 231 North

Ozark, AL  36360
334-445-3521

www.frontporchquiltshoppe.com

Variety of Classes • Quilt Group meetings
Fabrics, Patterns, Notions & DMC Floss • Machine Quilting available

Hours:

Mon.-Sat.

10am-5pm

©TCR 2013

20% OFF your Yardage Purchase with this Ad!
Exp. 8/31/15

Begin your New Year with 
a visit to our shop!

Do You Have a Favorite Blanket? 
by Becky Van Vleet  

Over the years, I’ve owned countless blan-
kets, quilts, Afghans, and throws galore. Many 
have held a special place in my heart. Some 
have traveled around with me from house to 
house, room to room, serving various pur-
poses along the way. 

When I was a child, I had a baby blanket 
that became quite worn over time, yet I re-
fused to give it up, not even for a cookie 

bribe. I rubbed the corner under my nose at bedtime. I recall having a doll blan-
ket or two. 

Now that I’ve reached my golden years, I have a new favorite blanket. It’s very 
old, and the color is a faded coral. It seems moths have taken a liking to it over 
the years, leaving behind a few small holes. This wool blanket is coarse, scratchy, 
and thin. 

Oh, how do I cherish this blanket. It originally belonged to my father who    
received it during WWII when he joined the Navy and attended boot camp. As 
he journeyed from California to the Philadelphia Naval Yard to board the USS 
Denver CL58, this blanket was packed in his seabag. 

During 1942-1945, my father, Walter Troyan, served as a young gunner on 
this cruiser, enlisting at age seventeen. The blanket certainly felt the vibrations of 
battle as the whole ship endured shimmies and shakes with the fire of its guns 
against enemies in the South Pacific. 

After the global war ended, my father held onto the blanket, using it in his 
home with his new bride. Back then, nothing was discarded, not even a small 
war-time blanket. 

If only this blanket could talk! It would recount its journey from boot camp to 
a warship, from one home to another, the countless bodies it warmed, the beds 
it lay on, the boxes it was packed into for moves, and the hands that folded it 
over the years. 

Today, this is my favorite blanket. I snuggle up with it and remember my 
father's sacrifices during WWII. It's so old, faded, and dotted with small holes, but 
what a comfort it is to me today. 

 

Becky Van Vleet, a retired school administrator, lives near Colorado Springs with her husband, Troy. They 
are the parents of four grown children and enjoy spending time with their nine grandchildren. Becky is a 

children's picture book author, and her website is devoted to family stories and creating memories: 
www.beckyvanvleet.com. 

Storiс of a Farm Wife 
by Tammy Page 

The End of Summer Vacation 
Thinking back to late in the month of August of 1967, I was getting ready to 

go into the first grade at Public School #82 on English Avenue in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. My walk mates in the six blocks to school were my neighborhood 
friends who I grew up with eating late-night bomb pops and catching lightening 
bugs together. We spent hot, lazy summer days together riding bikes to each 
other’s houses and playing with our Barbies on the front sidewalk. We rose early, 
even though it was summer break to go down to knock on our friend’s front 
door asking if they “could come out to play.” We’d walk arm in arm to other 
friends’ doors to see if they too could come out to play. Once we had enough 
to play a game, we’d start a couple rounds of Red Rover.  

After exhausting ourselves from barreling through the weakest link of the 
other team, we would take a late morning break and go ask mom if we could 
have a snack. It was usually some graham crackers which were always well 
stocked in the cabinets along with some orange Kool Aid to quench our thirst. 
Mom would then “shoo” us back out to play some more.  

Play in the 60’s was simple and imaginary and lasted from sun-up to sun-down. 
If leaving the yard, all we had to do was yell to mom that we’re going to go to 
so and so’s house to play. Mom would remind us to behave ourselves and check 
back in with her in a couple hours. We had our favorite houses to go to on   
Farrington Street. We could go to the Rapp’s house, which had a great hill to roll 
down and a shady yard to play in. Or, we’d end up at Mary Beth’s where and 
play Old Maid on the front stoop. I can’t remember how many siblings she had 
but I remember she had several older ones and a couple younger ones. She 
had the best swing in her yard and lots of grass to lay on while we looked up in 
the sky watching clouds form into what looked like bunny rabbits and birds. We 
might also go to Robbie Foster’s house where his dad had a woodshop out back 
and always smelled like wood shavings. His mom Sally was a sweet lady who 
was partial to us neighborhood girls because she only had boys to raise. She   
always had fresh baked cookies to hand out when we played at Robbie’s house. 
A lot of times everyone would gather at our house. We had a big back yard 
where we played tag and a front yard where we would bring out our transistor 
radio and have a big sing-along.  

The summer breaks during my childhood were fun. We had lazy days of 
watching cartoons in the morning in front of our one and only 19-inch TV in 
the house. We’d bring our bowl of cereal and sit as close to it as we could 
where the volume was low so we didn’t wake mom so early. Once she got up, 
we knew she was going to assign a chore to each of us before we could go out 
to play so we made sure we were as quiet as mice. At that time, we thought it 
was the worst punishment but they really weren’t that big 
of a chore and we were outside in less than an hour. 

As we wind down our summer vacation and the days 
get shorter, we’d all get busy shopping for school clothes, 
setting our alarm clocks and spending more time in our 
homes taking nightly baths and early bedtimes. Those 
were the carefree days when life was fun and the only 
thing we worried about was what time the ice cream man was coming down 
the street.  

 -—Tammy lives on a working farm with her family in Indiana, farm animals and many pets. 
She enjoys writing, decorating and collecting vintage homewares.

Register to be the winner by sending your
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with “Puppy Brian” in the subject line.
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product arrivals &

Class news!

The The Friendliest & Most Diverse Fabric Shop Friendliest & Most Diverse Fabric Shop 
in Florida’s Panhandlein Florida’s Panhandle

2014 Lacey Lane • Crestview, FL 32536 • 850-689-3655
Toll Free 866-739-6274 • www.margiessewmuchfun.com

Monday–Saturday
9 am–6 pmSince 1971

Authorized Sales & Service for

MYSTERY SALE!MYSTERY SALE!
Nov 28, 29 & Dec 1
Check Facebook for more 

info on the sale!

9 am–6 pm

Authorized Sales & Service for

Since 1971Since 1971

Great holiday deals 

on all machines! We 

have a machine for 

every budget!

TOOL TIME IS BACK!!TOOL TIME IS BACK!!
Dec. 6 from 10am-1pm

Demos on all the latest tools, accessories 
and new arrivals that you and your 

friends NEED! YOU MUST preregister 
(by calling 850-689-3655 or 850-682-

6920) as SPACE IS LIMITED!
Value: Immesurable  Cost: FREE

Refreshments Provided!Refreshments Provided!
Great 

Machine Deals 

- Many Gifts 

with Purchase

4411 Constitution Lane
Marianna, FL  32448

Tues, Wed, Fri 10-5   Thurs10-6   Sat 10-2
                           850-317-7770SHOP ANYTIME AT www.cookiesfabrics.com

Watch for 
Pre-Inventory Sale

Dec. 9-13
Handi Quilter Distributor

Longarm Services & Longarm Rental
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Chiefland, Keystone Heights, Lake City, Live Oak, Trenton

Emma’s Sewing Studio

16796 - 16TH ST. • LIVE OAK, FL 32060 • 386-364-8553
Open 10-4 or call for other times  •  Email: ecorbin100@gmail.com

Sewing & Alteration Services 
Sewing, Crochet, & Quilting Classes

Call About Our New Classes 
Cleaning & Maintenance on Sewing Machines

Emma’s Sewing Studio

Address
My Name

Telephone

Page #:Advertiser’s Name

Can You Find This Ad?

Yes! There is a prize for one of the correct entries. 

Pictured in the magnifying glass is a 
small portion of one of our ads. 

Can you find the ad that it came from?

If you can, just fill in the form 
below and send it to us at:

The Florida Register 
PO Box 2419

Cumming, GA 30028

Win A $25 Gift Certificate
 

We give away a $25 Gift Certificate each issue to redeem at a local 
advertiser’s shop!  You can register online at www.theregisterweb.com  

with the link “Register to Win” or complete the form (photocopy is acceptable) 
and mail to: P.O. Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028.  

Please also include a favorite recipe, quote, tip or a craft project  
you want to share with other readers.

The drawing will be made prior to the next issue. The winner will be mailed 
information on redeeming their certificate and also announced in the next issue.  

Note: We do not place your information on any mailing list.

And the Winner is...And the Winner is...
Our winner from last issue is Laura Hull. Laura will receive a gift 
certificate to spend at Cookie’s Fabrics in Marianna. She enjoys 
this shop because “Jonny is sew kind and enthusiastic about 

sewing.” Congratulations Laura!

The Florida Register Gift Certificate Entry Form
ALL ITEMS MUST BE COMPLETED TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE PRIZE DRAWING

Name________________________________________________________________________
Street___________________________ City___________________State_____ Zip_ __________
Phone_ _________________________________ Email_________________________________
My favorite advertiser in this issue is:________________________________________________
I enjoy visiting this shop because:__________________________________________________
Please tell us about a local business you’d like to see advertising in The Florida Register.
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The December Victory
by Barbara Kalkis

If  December were a person, I’d say it was an accountant. From my business 
perspective, December is end-of-month, end-of-quarter, end-of-year. It’s time to clear 
my desk of  current year projects and file them away. I clean out cubbyholes, unread 
mail, and all the other clutter that somehow got squirreled into folders marked “to 
do TODAY”, to do tomorrow, and to-delay-as-long-as-possible, including startling 
surprises forgotten from September and October. (I have perfected the art of  purposeful 
procrastination.)

From a personal perspective, December marks the final sprint to finish making 
Christmas cards started in early October, which got set aside for Halloween; continued 
in November, which got sidelined for Thanksgiving, and, finally – Yikes! – pulled out 
as I realize Christmas is only days away. Thank Heaven for the person who said “The 
Twelve Days of  Christmas” start on December 25th.

Besides making and mailing Christmas cards and letters, I have an inordinate number 
of  friends who were born in December. All require a handmade card. (Since I’m 
not creative enough to think past December’s classic images of  pine boughs, holly, 
poinsettias, and snow birds, these cards usually resemble holiday greetings with a big 
“happy birthday” die-cut slashed across a winter scene.)

So, I begin cleaning in earnest on December 1st. I edit my Christmas letter, update 
mailing labels, and deliver the entire batch to the post office. (I thrill to drop my stuffed 
envelopes through the mail slot inside the post office’s sorting room.) I leave feeling 
cheered that yet another deadline is completed.)

Despite the pages of  to-lists scattered from my desk to the kitchen counter and 
everywhere in between, the heart of  me loves the real gifts of  December. No, I’m not 
talking about the wrapped packages of  cookies, candy, ice wine, or clothing. I’m talking 
about the Christmas greetings in my mailbox. I don’t mean my email “in box”, where 
I read the electronic greeting once or twice and then delete it. I mean the paper kind. 

December’s cards and letters reveal so much about the people I love and why I 
love them. Some cards are homemade, precious for the care and time it took to make 
them. Some cards are purchased at small craft and specialty stores. I’m impressed by 
the designs and images that my friends are drawn to: religious scenes or puppies with 
bows around their necks, a lamb and a lion at peace resting together, reindeer roaming 
in the woods, a cardinal brightening a frozen forest tree limb, scenes of  hearth and 
home, jolly Santas delivering gifts. 

My favorite gifts are annual Christmas letters. They are not just a litany of  happy 
times; they are diaries of  significant moments that remain etched in memory. 

During a year, we think in terms of  a to-do list of  goals: What we are doing today 
or tomorrow or next month. We tick off  the days in terms of  projects and plans 
“completed” and move on to the next set of  hours and days. But in December, all 
the noteworthy activities, vacations, jobs, family events and milestones are accounted 
for in the letter. It is that document that reveals the true meaning of  the year: Its joys, 
heartbreaks, accomplishments, milestones, and events that illuminate our fondest 
memories.

No matter how it’s worded or written, the Christmas letter stands as the document that 
captures the spirit of  our lives and sends the truest feelings of  love and remembrance. 

Yes, I do think December is the accountant of  the year. It sums up who we were, 
what we did, and how we spent our time here on earth.

-©Barbara Kalkis, 2025. Full disclosure: Barbara was and remains a teacher, as well as a 
writer and tech consultant. She’s author of  “Little Ditties for Every Day…A Collection of  

Thoughts in Rhyme and Rhythm.” Contact her at BarbaraKalkis01@gmail.com.

Sewing/Embroidery/Quilting/Serger Machines, Floriani, Fabric, Threads & Notions.

979 N. Suncoast Blvd., Airport Plaza
Crystal River, Florida 34429

352-794-3289 • Mon–Fri 9-5 • Sat 9-3
CLOSED Nov. 26-27 and Dec. 24-28
www.beyondthestitches.com

      Sign up for Electronic Newsletter on our website
info@beyondthestitches.com

Facebook: Beyond The Stitches, LLC

Check our website for Classes & other Events! 

Holiday Open House with GREAT SALES Nov 13-15
Black Friday Sale Nov 28

In business 
since 2008

352-867-8035
Open by appt.

13225 NE 39th 
Terrace

Anthony, FL. 
32617

YES - WE’RE STILL IN BUSINESS!
Singer featherweights, featherweight parts & supplies,

and other vintage sewing machines.

We no longer do shows, but we’re still here
to serve your sewing machine needs.

All machines 10% OFF!
Even featherweights 

for Christmas!

www.theoldsewingmachineman.net

The Old Sewing Machine Man.Net

Anthony, Crystal River, Ocala

With many of  the regional and local quilt show venues
postponed or canceled these past few years, your fabric stash
may be depleted, perhaps sacrificed to make attractive masks
for social distancing, or used to finish waiting projects. Now
is the perfect time to plan a Fabric Road Trip. Gather as many
friends as can fit in the vehicle and take off, but don’t overcrowd
because you’ll need lots of  room for the fabric and supplies,
you’ll no doubt want to buy.

I’m sure you can identify four or five shops in your local
area or neighboring towns that you haven’t visited in a while.
Make a plan and map out the most efficient route to include
them. Warm weather makes for creativity! (The ads on these pages are conventiently
designed with shops in a general area all on the same or facing pages.)

It’s probably a good idea to check each ad to make sure of  their current hours of
operation. They all receive a new shipment of  fabric often.

Make it a fun outing with stops at other local advertisers and at a restaurant for a
break. Perhaps pack a picnic lunch or order take-out for some fun. Take along a quilt
to spread on a nice patch of  grass. A picnic lunch with a friend or even by yourself
makes a delightful addition to the day, and who doesn’t like a picnic? Make a list of
needed supplies, and take along fabrics to match colors for future projects. Shop until
you drop! Load up the vehicle, enjoy your day, and most of  all, whether alone or with
quilting friend, be safe and have fun!

-Judy Sharer is the author of  A Plains Life series published by The Wild Rose Press. Book
One, Settler’s Life, Book Two, Second Chance Life, and Book Three, Civil War Life are now

available wherever online books are sold. Book four will be released fall of  2022. If  you’re a
quilter, you’ll enjoy Judy’s sweet historical western romances which have a thread of  quilting that

runs throughout the family saga series. Visit Judy’s website for more details. judysharer.com

It’s Time for Fabric Road Trip!
    by Judy Sharer

I suppose it all started searching for
deep blue glassware. Tall and short vases,
bowls and goblets, enough to decorate and
draw all eyes to the center of  crisp white
tablecloths for my niece's wedding
reception. What an elegant idea! So, we
were on a quest. We had seen a thousand
different glasses and teacups over the last
four antique stores, as well as patterned
plates, old tools, worn cookbooks and Bibles, and to my inner teenage girlie delight,
Barbie Christmas ornaments and scads of  Nancy Drew mysteries. My sister-in-law
was simply on the lookout for her beautiful blue glassware, but unbeknownst to her, I
was being introduced to a new side of  myself. A new world of  possibilities was entering
my heart and opening up my mind to the past. I hadn’t encountered these feelings for
a while, and I was intrigued. I felt a rare glimpse into old memories that had the
potential to stop me in my tracks, make me close my eyes, and simply ‘remember’.

There is no logic to this fascination with antique stores I’ve grown to love. I am an
established neat freak. I love my home and closets organized. If  you ask anyone in my
family if  they are missing something, I’ve likely put it away or (yikes) thrown it away.
Yes, that’s a simple truth about my personality. When I was growing up, my joy was in
keeping the small room I shared with my sister cleaned up and tidy. No shelf  or wall
space was left in disarray. This is a good addiction of  sorts, right? I surely thought so.
Which makes it even more curious that I now eagerly search out these ever-popular
antique stores, large or small, whenever I can and wherever we happen to be traveling
to.

It’s hard to explain ‘the feeling’, but I’m convinced now that it will rise in me sooner
or later as I venture in. I’ll start down an aisle or towards a cluttered booth and begin
to browse. I’ve learned to anticipate and slowly take in the experience. After visiting
dozens of  these types of  stores, I’m prepared to begin with an attitude of  curiosity,
wondering … just what will I uncover? I move between the cabinets and my thoughts
start to wander. Sometimes I’ll give attention to how beautifully displayed certain items
are or have a thought of  their history and unique journey to finally end up there. But
mainly, I’m waiting to feel the goosebumps and strong sensation of  reminiscence
when I see something specific from my past. Something that just by looking at it will
prompt ‘the feeling’ that brings both joy and nostalgia wrapping their arms around me
like a warm sweater. It can be as precious as an old ‘Life’ magazine with a cover photo
that looks like my mom, who I miss dearly, or as silly as an old Fisher Price Farm that
makes a ‘moo’ sound when the little plastic barndoor opens. I’ve been stirred up
emotionally from outdated, yet classic light fixtures that resemble the ones from my
grandparent’s Colorado home, or an old out of  tune Gibson covered in Beatles stickers.
That guitar takes me back to playing 60’s songs with my aunt, singing in her small
Indiana kitchen seated on silver metal chairs. My mind retreats in time and I’ll remember
being 7 or 8, propped on a stool with my elbows leaning forward onto a cracked
laminate tabletop covered with gold flecks. The details swarm my mind. Seeing an old
pipe, I can almost smell my great grandpa. Some items that bring this reaction surprise
me, and that’s half  the fun. And then other times I’ll see something, and the sensation
vanishes much too quickly before I even have a chance to enjoy it. I’ll slowly walk
backwards and retrace my steps to try to retrieve and relive it. Colored plastic drink
stirrers like the ones from my Papa’s martini, quilts with Sunbonnet Sue patchwork
designs, and an advent calendar that resembles the one that always brought excitement
to five little sisters every year as we’d begin to decorate for Christmas. All have prompted
‘the feeling’ and consumed my heart and senses. I’ve perused the old metal lunchboxes
and then caught myself  opening the Elvis one (or dare I admit, the David Cassidy
one?) to check for the matching thermos inside. Old albums, jewelry, purses, and
scarves. Vintage Scrabble tiles in little baskets, pictures inside beautiful antique frames,
and eye-catching endearing knick-knacks displayed on tops of  worn dressers with
large oval mirrors. All these things … were precious to someone.

This could be completely overwhelming if  I let it. But I don’t. My ‘Antique
Afterthought’ is to simply enjoy and take it all in. Visually and emotionally. And then
thank God I’ve learned to compartmentalize both of  these very different parts of  my
personality. Just let go of  being in control for a little while and embrace the journey.
Old and new, clean or cluttered. Gratefulness for my past and my present fills me to
the brim. I can’t stop searching now, whether I end up walking out of  those antique
storefront doors with a tangible treasure or not, I’m confident that ‘the feeling’ will be
arriving soon, just around the next aisle.

-Daylyn is a Denver, CO native who loves the mountains … but her heart always longs to be
traveling through other states as well! She and her husband, Bill, have a teaching ministry

RedeemingDay.com. Her favorite adventures include road trips with coffee in hand and being
with her very blessed and beautiful family.

Antique Afterthought by Daylyn MillerMy Apron – ‘Tis of Thee I Sing
by Barbara Kalkis

What makes July extra special? Is it 31
days of  the longest long days of  summer?
Is it because the entire month screams
“school vacation”? Maybe it’s the 4th of
July parades and picnics. Or the long
golden sunsets fading into violet dusks and
firefly nights. Somehow, July just shouts
for everyone to celebrate: Flags. Parades.
Family reunions. BBQs with hot dogs and
hamburgers, potato salad and coleslaw.
Lemonade and ice-cold beer. Baseball games where any team still has the chance to be
champion. Swimming. Popsicles. Aprons.

Wait. What? Yes, aprons. They are the quintessential wardrobe item for every task,
celebration and event. Think about it. Even the guy selling popcorn and peanuts wears
an apron. (Well, sometimes. But, no matter.) Aprons are so common that we rarely
notice them. Butchers, bakers, and probably candlestick makers wear them. So do
market folks who assemble the colorful displays of  vegetables and fruits. Field workers.
Nursery workers. Kitchen workers. Chefs – the real ones who chop, sauté, grill, and
whisk their sauces themselves. Factory workers, industrial workers. Homemakers and
working moms. My niece even received one as a ‘swag’ gift for a company product
introduction. Aprons mean action, work.

My neighbor and I always replace each other’s garbage cans after the pick-up truck
has emptied them. Sometimes we meet on the sidewalk before leaving for our respective
jobs. She wears a wraparound apron that covers her work clothes. I wear a traditional
pinafore complete with a bottom frill and a pocket adorned with a droopy bow. Down
the street, another neighbor wears the graceful Asian cross-body apron that looks like
an A-line summer dress. Our collection driver always waves to us and smiles. It may
seem old-fashioned or downright odd to have this little ritual, but I can assure you that
it simply derives from being “neat-niks”.

Accessorize Every Activity.
Aprons have indispensable practicality. A smock offers full coverage for splashy

soups and gravies. My paper-crafting bib (along with my hair) wears mistakes, like too
much glue, glitter, ink, chocolate (one must eat), along with the misplaced sticker that
I spent an hour searching for and find firmly stuck on the apron.

Supper guests eating on china and silver? A black canvas bib matches any outfit.
British-style afternoon tea requires a white frilly pinafore with lace trim and a wide
sash bow at the back. Holidays? Need you ask? Thanks to inventive, innovative fabric
designers, we are covered – literally and figuratively – with seasonal patterns that move
us around the calendar in matching themes.

My go-to gardening apron is a heavyweight green-and-white striped canvas cobbler
style. Its deep pockets easily store gloves, seed packets and other sundries. It doubles
for car cleaning. That apron has survived dozens of  washings and remains as sturdy as
when I bought it.

Maybe that’s what make aprons so indispensable. There’s something reassuring about
staying clean while tackling all the messy chores of  daily life. It’s a uniform that keeps
us neat while announcing that we are serious about what we do: whether it’s keeping
an orderly home or showing professionalism and care about a job or craft. An apron
represents working with our hands, getting things done, making a difference in life:
our own, our family’s, our friends’ and neighbors’, our customers’. That’s as American
as any other symbol of  July.

-©Barbara Kalkis. Barbara spends her time writing, teaching, and consulting. She wears an
apron even when she writes. She’s author of  Little Ditties for Every Day: A Collection of

Thoughts in Rhyme and Rhythm. Contact her at BarbaraKalkis01@gmail.com.

by Janet Young
Christmas comes with great expectations.  We envision the perfect day filled with 

peace and joy, as everyone sits around the table with smiles on their faces, engaging in 
recollections of  Christmas’s past, and then it happens.  Someone makes an offensive 
remark, or perhaps a child spills a glass of  milk all over the beautifully decorated dinner 
table. Suddenly, those perfect, peaceful moments have now turned into a chaotic mess.  
And, to add to our discontent we tell ourselves the perfect Christmas occurs in other 
people’s homes, why not ours.

Perhaps it is time to take a step back, and ask ourselves, why we celebrate in the 
first place. The obvious answer is we celebrate the birth of  Jesus. Maybe, just maybe, 
we are focusing on the wrong aspects as to what Christmas is all about.  Perhaps, it 
is time to acknowledge that God gave us the greatest gift ever...He gave us His Son.

So, instead of  spending days preparing for the Christmas dinner, you might want to 
see how you can scale it back a little and still have an enjoyable meal.  The same thing 
would apply to holiday entertaining, and decorating. In the long run, you may discover 
you are having a more relaxed, and peaceful celebration.

What about gifts?  The same principle applies.  Children need toys. I get it.  But, 
why do we go overboard each year in our spending, only to regret it in January when 
the bills start arriving. 

My thoughts that I just shared came about when I happened upon the following 
quote from an unknown author.  He or she says “Give the Following Gifts”:

• To your enemy – forgiveness
• To your opponent – tolerance
• To a friend – your heart
• To customer – service
• To all men/women – charity
• To every child – a good example
• To yourself  – respect 
Granted these are not tangible gifts, that you can wrap up in a pretty box and attach 

a beautiful bow, but wouldn’t you agree that these are the gifts that will make every day 
feel like Christmas. What better gift can we give to others as well as ourselves.

         – © Janet Young is a Certified Tea and Etiquette Consultant,  Co-Founder of  Mid-
Atlantic Tea Business Association,  and prior owner of  Over The Teacup

Gifts That Keep on Giving

352-493-2801 
11050 NW 10th Ave. • Chie
 and, FL 32626 

Levy County Quilt Museum Chie
 and Florida

Open Tuesday – Saturday from 10am to 3pm
Quilts, fabric & other handmade items for sale!
Come see Sieglinde Schoen Smith’s collection 

permanently on display!
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Fruitland Park, Lady Lake, Leesburg, Oxford

732 S. US Hwy. 27/441
Lady Lake, FL 32159
Mon 12-4, Tues - Sat 9-4

352-751-0405
AQuiltingPalette@gmail.com

Check out our online store & class list at 
www.AQuiltingPalette.com

Check out our online store & class list at 

AQuiltingPalette@gmail.com2,000 Bolts of

Quality Quilting Fabrics

& Thread/Notions

A Quilting Palette, LLCA Quilting Palette, LLC
Now is the 

time to begin 
planning to 

drop off  your

-- We are OPEN Mondays --

Christmas quilts! 
Or reserving your time 
for Long Arm rentals. 

Call us for details!

1012 W. Main•Leesburg, FL 34748
Tues. - Sat. 10–5•352-205-1126

www.garyleesligh.com•gryslgh@yahoo.com

Cross Stitch
Needlepoint
Weaving

Custom Framing
         

Check Out Our 
Monthly Retreats!
www.garyleesligh.com•gryslgh@yahoo.com

Notions  Threads   Patterns   Kits   Gifts

10879 US 301 Suite 2    Oxford Florida 34484
Notions  Threads   Patterns   Kits   Gifts

10879 US 301 Suite 2    Oxford Florida 34484

Now offering E2E Longarm Services

Tuesday - Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday 10am - 2pm

352 - 816 - 9133

www.thequilterscottage.com

Your Light & Bright Fabric
& Quilt Shop Off ering:

Moda, Riley Blake,
Free Spirit,

Art Gallery Fabrics,
Martelli products,

Quilters Select,
Cutie Patterns/Packs

AND MUCH MORE!

2468 US HWY 441,
Suite 202

Fruitland Park, FL
Tues-Sat 10-4     352-901-6874

Shop Anytime at
VillageQuiltShop.com

Your Light & Bright FabricYour Light & Bright Fabric
& Quilt Shop Off ering:

Moda, Riley Blake,
Free Spirit,

Art Gallery Fabrics,
Martelli products,

Quilters Select,
Cutie Patterns/Packs

AND MUCH MORE!

2468 US HWY 441,
Suite 202

Fruitland Park, FL
Tues-Sat 10-4     352-901-6874

Shop Anytime at
VillageQuiltShop.com

Collections by Shelby Kottemann 

I’m not a pack rat. You might say I have “collections.” Recently, I collected my favorite 
cozy socks so that when they inevitably go out of  fashion, I’ll have no worries. My feet 
will be warm forever! On a shelf  in my closet rests a small bag filled with my favorite 
lipstick, that did get discontinued! I’m so glad I have my collection!

I don’t just collect small things. My great-grandmother’s tea cart stands across the 
room from me, serving as my coffee bar. The morning sun is shining on the small oak 
kitchen table where my family sat together for 26 years. In the windowsill beside it sits 
a geode I found tucked at the back of  my grandpa’s bookshelf, the last remnant of  
him after my uncle cleared their home out for sale. It’s always been near me.

Some of  my collections are for creating. Like some adorable stickers from the 90’s that 
are prime for scrapbooking and pique my interest just as much as they did when I was a 
child. There’s a collection of  authentic vintage fabric scraps sitting on my sewing table 
right now. Some are the leftovers from colorful aprons and homemade dresses. Others 
are printed flour sacks from the 1930’s. My great-aunt, Vera, gave them to me one day. 

“These were my mother’s. I want you to have them because I know you’re the one 
who will do something with them.” she said with resolve. 

Indeed I am. I’m currently making a quilt from them. I’m going to give it to my 
mom for Christmas so that she can snuggle up with her grandma’s love. I even found 
the “Shower to Shower” powder that Grandma H used every day. With a light dusting, 
the quilt will bring back that comforting memory too. 

I’m what they call an old soul. Throughout my life, I’ve had more close friends in 
their 80’s than of  my own age. There’s Marvin, the retired farmer, Jeanne, the wise artist. 
There was Bill, the WWII Navy veteran, Yuvonne, the church pianist, Dave, who could 
have been a great comedian. With my gravitational pull toward this salt-of-the-earth 
generation comes more loss. I keep my collection of  memories with them written in 
a notebook. I don’t ever want to forget how special they were.

You see, collections can be so much more than clutter. I don’t want the things I love to 
go away, so in my own way, I keep them, like that family kitchen table. I give them new 
life, like Grandma H’s scraps. I honor them, like the stories of  my old friends. To me, 
they’re collections of  all the love I’ve encountered in my 32 years of  living. I imagine 
as I grow older, my collections will only grow more meaningful to me –and larger!

-©Shelby Kottemann, who is an Author, Reiki Master and Founder of  “Love’s Nature 
LLC” for the love of  nature and the nature of  love. Her email is contact@inlovesnature.com. 

To learn more, visit the website www.inlovesnature.com.
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Mount Dora, Umatilla

111 N. Central Ave. • Umatilla, FL
352-771-2653    Mon.-Thurs.  9-2

www.missbessiesquiltshop.com      www.quilttads.com

THE POWER OF SEWING & QUILTING
A great activity center for learning and exploring the 
art of using textiles. O� ering small retreats (max. 12) 

along with one-day and weekend classes and 
learning events for all ages.

MISS BESSIE’S QUILT SHOP
Sewing & quilting is for everyone!

Visit our store in Umatilla where we specialize in 
Fabrics, Heritage Fabrics and Quilttads™. 

Miss Bessie’s NEW Mobile Shop is designed to 
bring products and demos to you. The Mobile Shop 

will travel to guilds, events, homes and
whatever it takes to provide access to everyone!

Try a small project 
using QuilttadsTM, 

available at the activity 

center, the mobile shop, 
and on line!

6,000+ Bolts of Quality Fabric
Personalized Fabric Selection Assistance

SEWING, SERGERS AND LONG ARMS

Come experience the diff erence of 
shopping with the boys & girls. 

In-Store Shopping, Shop Online, 
Store Pick-Up or Shipping Available. 

3820 N HWY 19A
Mount Dora, FL 32757

352-483-0082

www.sewminithings.com

Tues-Sat 10am-4pm
Closed Sun and Mon

A Cup of Tea with Lydia
by Lydia E. Harris

 
Hosting a Holiday Tea can be as easy as 1, 2, 3. 
1. Planning
Start by making a guest list. Who could you invite? Keep 

the number small and personal.
Would a midmorning brunch with scones, fruit, and tea 

suit you? Or an afternoon tea with favorite holiday sweets? If  
you want to serve a three-course tea with sandwiches, scones, 
and sweets, consider lunchtime for your get-together, then 
find a date and send out the invitations.

2. Preparing
To decorate, focus on the setting for tea. For instance, Christmas offers many themes: 

bells, Christmas trees, stars, Nativity characters, candles, holly, candy canes, and more.
For a casual tea, you could gather around the fireplace for a warm, cozy time. 
For a formal tea, prepare the table with linens, teacups and saucers, and a festive 

centerpiece. Fresh flowers are beautiful, but you may have a holiday decoration that 
suits your theme. Holiday-themed cookie cutters make fun napkin rings, and you can 
send them home as party favors.

What’s on the menu? Whether you plan a light tea or a luncheon tea, a simple or 
fancy tea, here are menu ideas.

Sandwiches: Choose one or more fillings, such as chicken, egg, or tuna salad; ham 
and cheese; or cream-cheese-and-cucumber sandwiches. Make dainty sandwiches using 
white or wheat bread or both. Leave the sandwiches open-face, or top each one with 
another piece of  bread. Cut sandwiches into shapes with cookie cutters. Or trim the 
crusts and cut each sandwich into quarters, three finger sandwiches, or four triangles 
(cut diagonally).

Scones: Prepare your favorite scone recipe or mix. If  desired, add craisins, white 
chocolate chips, chopped nuts, chocolate chips, or grated orange rind. Cut scones into 
wedges or simple holiday shapes such as bells or circles for balls. Serve with butter, 
honey, jam, lemon curd, and whipped cream.

Sweets: Select your favorite holiday recipes for candies, cookies, or cakes. Cut them 
into small pieces. Consider frosted brownies with crushed candy canes on top; Or bake 
Candy Cane Crisps (recipe in this edition). You could also ask guests to bring favorite 
cookies and the recipe to share.

Tea: You will find holiday blends for sale in  tearooms. Look for peppermint or fruit-
flavored herbal blends, and teas blended for the season. Serve the tea from a teapot 
with bright ribbons and bells tied to the handle.

3. Hosting
I like to pray for each guest before the party. Then welcome them with a smile and 

holiday music playing in the background. The lovely setting and delicious food will 
make guests feel loved and special.

“The pot is on, the cups are waiting,
Favorite chairs anticipating,
No matter what I have to do,
My friend there’s always time for you.”
(Anonymous)
May God bless you with love, joy, and peace this holiday season.

-© Lydia E. Harris is a tea enthusiast and the author of  three books for grandparents: GRAND Moments: Devo-
tions Inspired by Grandkids, In the Kitchen with Grandma: Stirring Up Tasty Memories Together, and Preparing 

My Heart for Grandparenting.

Hosting a Holiday Tea

Please Note: Shops are closed Thanksgiving Day and Nana’s Quilt Shop 
is also closed the day before Thanksgiving. 

Passports cost $8  prior to start of Shop Hop, $10 during Shop Hop.
Only 1 passport per person.  •  Passports are non-refundable. 
Participants must be 9 years old or older due to Florida Law.

Must be present to have your passport stamped.
Must have stamp from ALL stores to be in Grand Prize Drawings.
Winners have 30 days from the end of Shop Hop to claim prizes.

Please do not ask stores to make exceptions to these rules.

Receive a 6 strip Jelly Roll from EACH 
store: 2 Light, 2 Medium, 2 Dark 

PRIZES: 6-$75 and              
6-$50 Shopping Sprees!

VisitVisit
ALL 6ALL 6

ParticipatingParticipating
Stores!Stores!

A Quilting Palette
732 S. US Hwy 441
Lady Lake  352-751-0405
Mon-Sat 9-4
www.aquiltingpalette.com

The Sewing Studio
Fabric Superstore
9605 US Hwy 17-92
Maitland   407-831-6488
Mon-Fri 9-7  Sat 9-5
www.sewing.net

Nana’s Quilt Shop
18851 Cortez Blvd
Brooksville  352-796-0011
Tues-Fri 10-4  Sat 10-3
www.nanasquiltshop.com

The Sewing Studio
at Lady Lake
918 Bichara Blvd.
Lady Lake  352-753-0219
Mon-Sat 9-5
www.sewing.net

Sew-Mini Things
3820 N Hwy 19 A
Mt. Dora   352-483-0082
Tues-Sat 10:30-4
www.sewminithings.com

Piece by Piece
6917 Round Lake Rd
Mount Dora   321-398-2814
Tues-Sat 10-4
www.piecebypiecequilts.com
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DeLand, Deltona

• Quality Quilting Fabrics
• Computerized & Custom Longarm Services
• Bernina Certifi ed In-House Machine Repairs

     (over 20 yrs. experience)
• Handi Quilter Technician

DeLand’s ONLY
Quilt Shop &

Sewing Store!
Check Class Schedule & 
Shop Online Anytime at
www.OceansofThread.com

NEW LOCATION!
1250 State Rd. 15A  Suite 4 & 5
DeLand, FL 32720

VISIT OUR 
NEW 

LOCATION!

Tues-Thur 10-5; Fri-Sat 10-3   
386-337-5528

N e w & P r e - O w n e d M a c h i n e s
M a c h i n e L e s s o n s W / A l l M a c h i n e P u r c h a s e s
S e w i n g C a b i n e t s
A u t h o r i z e d B a b y l o c k , B r o t h e r , J a n o m e
& J u k i S e r v i c e C e n t e r

C l a s s e s : ( S ew i n g , F a s h i o n , Qu i l t i n g ,
Emb r o i d e r y & Mo r e ! )

T h o u s a n d s o f b o l t s
o f f a b r i c !

T h o u s a n d s o f n o t i o n s !
F r i e n d l y &
K n o w l e d g e a b l e S t a f f

Orlando: (407) 831-6488

Lady Lake: (352) 753-0219

9605 S US HWY 17/92 Maitland, FL 32751

918 Bichara Blvd Lady Lake, FL 32159

Mon. - Fri. 9AM - 7PM | Sat. 9AM - 5PM | Sun. Closed

Mon. - Sat. 9AM - 5PM | Sun. Closed

WWW.SEWING.NET
Come See Us For All Your Sewing, Embroidery,

Quilting & Serging Needs!!

We Price Match!*Family Owned For 50+ Years

The Most Complete Sewing Store In Florida!

WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW......SSSSSSEEEEEEWWWWWWIIIIIINNNNNNGGGGGG......NNNNNNEEEEEETTTTTT
CoCoC momo S U F AlAlA llll Y S i E b ididiC

QQ gg gg gg NN !!!!

ThThT eheh MoMoM soso t CoCoC momo pmpm lplp elel tete etet SeSeS wewe iwiw nini gngn StStS otot roro e In FlFlF olol roro ididi adad !

FaFaF mama imim lili ylyl Ownwnw enen dede FoFoF roro 50+ YeYeY aeae rara srsr WeWeW PrPrP icici ecec MaMaM tata ctct hchc !*

a c h i n e s
A l l M a c h i n e P u r c h a s e s

B r o t h e r , J a n o m e
e r
s h i o n , Qu i l t i n g ,

!

f

9605 S US

918 Bic
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Celebration

Piecing Life Together
by Barbara Polston

You’ve had that type of  day. You know, the kind of  day where everything you touch 
seems to turn to garbage? I had one of  those days recently.

While poking around my favorite quilt shop, I came across a line of  fabric that was 
perfection itself. Designed in soft lavender, grey, gold and cream, the fabric was printed 
with doves, wheat sheaves and gentle florals. Despite my commitment not to buy more 
fabric, I couldn’t leave it behind. I didn’t have a project in mind; I just wanted to see 
these beautiful fabrics flow under my needle and turn into something lovely.

I searched out a pattern that I thought would showcase the loveliness waiting on 
my sewing table. Months ago, I cut all the strips and pieces necessary. Everything was 
waiting for time to sew.

Finally, the day arrived! I was excited to open my project box and begin. The pattern, 
although not difficult, did require some precision piecing. It was necessary to sew strips 
together into a unit that would measure and fit precisely to its neighbor. I just couldn’t 
find the “sweet spot.” Pieces either ended up too narrow or too wide. I found myself  
re-sewing seams to make the wide narrower and employing my seam ripper on those 
too narrow to restitch them hoping for a wider result. Threads were flying everywhere! 
I was spending the same amount of  time unsewing as I was sewing. Something was 
wrong with every unit. It was frustrating and no fun at all. Each time I tried to assemble 
a block, my family heard my grunts and groans of  dismay emanating from my sewing 
space. Perhaps, I thought, I should just put this away for today and try again later. 
Although it was a struggle, I completed half  of  the blocks needed for the quilt top.

I really wanted to make progress on this project. The next day, I sat down to piece 
blocks again, filled with trepidation. Low and behold, everything flowed together 
perfectly! I found the “sweet spot” and every strip I pieced fit perfectly with its neighbor. 
No ripping. No resewing. It was so enjoyable to have this success and I finished the rest 
of  the needed blocks in record time. All the blocks were ready to lay out, piece into rows 
and finish into the largest section of  the quilt top. What a difference a day can make!

What is the lesson here? I believe that there are some days when things just aren’t 
working and it’s OK to walk away. While the desire might be to forge ahead, maybe 
it’s better to quit and try again another time. H.G. Wells had it right when he said, “If  
you fell down yesterday, stand up today.”

-©Barbara Polston, September 2025. Barbara is the author of  Quilting with Doilies: Inspiration, Techniques, and 
Projects (Schiffer Press, 2015) and a series of  children’s books inviting young children to share in The Adventures 

of  Puppy Brian (www.puppybrian.com). Barbara lives in Tucson, Arizona where she has failed at retirement, but is 
getting more time for sewing in a variety of  forms. Contact Barbara at barbarapolstonquilter@gmail.com.

When to Quit 

Show us your finished projects!
Send us your photos of a completed project for a chance 

to be featured in an upcoming issue of The Register!

Project photos & details can be digitally 
submitted to: amy@theregisterweb.com. 

Or mailed to: The Register, 
PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028

Adoptions

Dade City

13829 US Hwy 98 Bypass • Dade City, FL 33525 • Just 25 miles north of Tampa

Facebook Group: Quilted Twins — Scrap Quilting and More with Becky

Facebook Page: Quilted Twins — Fabric Deals with Rachael

• Batiks
• Civil War
• Flannels
• Panels
• Novelties
• Kaffe Fassett
• Stonehenge
• Quilt Kits
• Wonder� l Thread

Over 100 
Fabric 

Families 
at $5.99/yd

Rachael’s 
Picks

NAME BRANDS AT $6.99/yard

FA B R I C  WA R E H O U S E
Come shop our over 13,000 bolts of fabric!

Quality unbranded at $5.99/yard
Over 300 bolts of 108" backing fabric at $14.99/yard

Over 800 bolts of batiks at $9.99/yard

QuiltedTwins.com • Over 250 Free Patterns on the website
Becky’s Quilts & Designs • Rachael’s Deals & Finds

Call or Text (352) 507-8458 to schedule your group’s outing.

Shop online 24/7
at QuiltedTwins.com 

with $8 shipping nationwide
Tuesdays: 9 am to 2 pm

Thursdays: 10 am to 5:30 pm
Saturdays: 9 am to 3 pm

Other Hours by Appointment

Come Sew ...in our beautiful sewing shop!
Only $8.00 per day.   Use our: 

Accuquilt •• Mats •• Cutters •• Room

Come 
visit our newly expanded Specialty Fabrics Room

Watch

Ken & Rachael

Show on FB 

& YouTube

100’s of 

Half  Yard 

Bundles

FB LIVE: Quilted Twins Fabric show with 
Ken and Rachael every Monday and Friday 

afternoon at 3:30 p.m. Also on YOUTUBE at 
the same time: Quilted Twins Channel

Bring up to 8 friends for a fun-� lled day with some 
private shopping at our shop. Call for your day. 

Andover • Benartex • Hoffman • Michael Miller
MODA • Northcott • Riley Blake • Robert Kaufman

and LOTS more!

Pre-cuts
Fat QuartersFabric Strips

300 Bolts of Kaffe
250 Bolts of Grunge

GIFT

CARDS 

AVAILABLE 

HERE

Plenty of
Parking: 
room for 
trucks, 
trailers 
& RVs.

VOTED #1 LQS 
in the USA 

in the 
BYANNIE 
contest!

Stay tuned for the Quilts of  Valor Presentations
Details on the website.
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Clermont

Quilters Anonymous, Inc.
9225 Pine Island Road

Clermont, FL 34711
quiltersanon.com • store@quiltersanon.com

Open Tuesday thru Friday 9-3
facebook.com/QuiltAnonInc

Moda, Wilmington, Riley 
Blake, Andover, 108” 

Backing, Thread, Notions, 
Patterns, Precuts, and 

More!

���������
����������������

Long Arm Quilting • Edge-to-Edge • Binding • Memory Quilts
Custom Quilts • Labels • Backing Preparation • And more!

18215 E. Apshawa Rd. • Clermont, FL 34715
561-262-5597 • blh81761@aol.com

Becky’s ...Quilting & Embroidery Services ...

Now
Off ering

Embroidery
Services!

18215 E. Apshawa Rd. 
FREE
Pick up 

& Delivery 

within 20 miles 

of Clermont!

10% OFF Longarm Quilting
Expires 12/31/25    New customers only

Competitive Pricing!
VERY Experienced!

Bernina Q 24 with
computerized Q Matic

Building Harmony by Jeff  Cappis

Christmas 2025-Building Memories
It’s that time of year again. I love Christmas! We 

get to reconnect with family, see the magic in things 
and eat too much. Out here, the countryside gets 
covered in a blanket of snow that never gets dis-
turbed. It looks good, even at -40 degrees.

The one thing I like are the memories. You can 
know what you were doing this time last year, or 
maybe thirty years ago. (I won’t admit to looking 
back more than that). Both Cathy and I have great 
memories of our childhood Christmases, so naturally, we wanted to create some 
for our grandchildren as well.

Our property around the house lights up nicely at night, so we decided to create 
a small winter wonderland for the kids. We put Christmas lights around some of 
the trees. I dug a small toboggan run through the snow. The ice on the pond froze 
over so we had a small skating rink.

Cathy found some yard ornaments of deer that light up, move their heads from 
side to side and go “Moo.” (We all know that deer don’t go “Moo,” but I guess 
the Chinese manufacturer didn’t). They scared away the real deer too. Soon we 
were into a large inflatable Santa and an inflatable snow globe we saw at a de-
partment store. When plugged in, it inflates and lights up to reveal a large snow-
man inside with snow falling around him. Then we got another one, only with 
a working carousel in it. After that, out went the electric candy canes. We even 
found some little elves who busily work making toys. The icing on the cake was 
a series of five fireworks. All this was connected to a single switch so I could turn 
it all on at once. We picked out the Christmas music to play and Cathy decided 
we’d serve hot chocolate. 

I have to admit, it looked great! We took a few test walks through our creation. 
It made us feel a little like children again. A couple of glasses of wine didn’t 
hurt either. The colors, the blinking lights and all the activity looked great. All 
we needed was a fresh blanket of snow and wait until Christmas. Bring on the 
grandkids.

On Christmas Eve we had a filling dinner, then promised the kids Hannah, five 
and Hunter, three, that we had a surprise for them. They got excited as we all put 
on our snow suits. Cathy poured us all hot chocolate and we headed out onto the 
deck where the spectacular could be seen the best. Then came the count:

“Five, four, three, two, one...” and I hit the switch.
I am happy to say that somewhere in the world that night there were children 

laughing and running around a winter wonderland. I am unhappy to say that it 
wasn’t at our place.

One of the deer went “Moo” then fell over. Only one of the five fireworks went 
off. It went straight up, then straight down into a snowbank without going off. 
The inflatable snowman and Santa began to emerge from the snow like 2 ghouls 
rising from their snowy graves. Hunter spilled his hot chocolate all down the 
front of his coat. Hannah hid behind Cathy. Then one of the candy canes shorted 
out and everything went dark.

We all stood there stunned for a moment. Then the firework went off in the 
snowbank, blowing snow all over us. Through the cold, quiet darkness I could 
hear Hunter say, “I’m hungry. Can I have some potato chips?” Hannah said, 
“Let’s go watch a movie.”

Nothing went as planned. For Cathy and me it was a bitter disappointment, but 
still we never forgot it. In fact, we all laugh about it now. I guess real memories 
happen, they’re seldom designed.

Here’s hoping you have memories of this season. Merry Christmas and best 
regards from all of us at Harmony Acres.

- ©2025 by Jeff Cappis  Email: jcappis@telus.net
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Now Offering 
Longarm Services
New Address!

Nov 1 - Grand Reopening

Lakeland

Q u i l t s  B y  t h e  L a k e
Q u i l t  S h o w

“Orange You a Swan Lover”

First Presbyterian Church
175 Lake Hollingsworth Dr.
Lakeland, Fl. 33801
www.ladiesofthelakes.org

J a n u a r y  2 3 - 2 4 ,  2 0 2 6
F r i  a n d  S a t  -  9 a m  -  4  p m

Admission $10.00
Children under 6 free

2 0 0 +  Q u i l t  D i s p l a y
Vendors -Boutique - Treasure Baskets
Food Concession - Opportunity Quilt
Charity Quilt Display

2052 E Edgewood Dr..
Lakeland, FL 33803

863-583-4974 Shop
863-450-9399 Cell

FRAME-UP
& NEEDLEWORK SHOP
Fine Matting & Framing

Art Cross Stitch & Needlepoint

Specializing in

Hours:
Mon–Fri 11am–5pm

Sat 1pm–5pm

Featuring the
Cross Stitch of
Linda Jeanne 

Jenkins

Closed 10/31 & 11/1 for FL Council Violet Show in Lakeland

Have a Blessed Holiday Season

Wit & Wisdom

    by Roxanne J. Ferguson

It’s the holiday season.  We are thinking of  Thanksgiving and Christmas and both are good 
times to be thankful.  In fact, anytime is the right time to be thankful!  I know that I need to 
be reminded of  this every now and then.  It is so easy to see the negatives in our lives…the 
things that go wrong, the things that are discouraging, the things that weigh us down.  We deal 
with stress and anxiety.  These negative thoughts affect us emotionally, spiritually, and they also 
affect our physical health.  We need to take charge of  these thoughts.  It’s about perspective.  
My mother used to say, “Is your glass half  empty, or is it half  full?”

If  you woke up this morning and are in fairly good health, if  you have a bed to sleep in and 
food to eat, if  you have clothes to wear, and some form of  transportation, if  you have a family 
or a friend or two, life is pretty good.  There is probably more going right than is going wrong.  
The best remedy for stress and negativity is gratitude!

Before you get out of  bed in the morning, be thankful for something…the sun coming in 
the window, the blanket that kept you warm, whatever comes into your mind.  My daughter 
gave me a “gratitude journal”, so every day I write down three things for which I am thankful.  
Some days it is harder than others.  Some days it is a sentence.  Some days it is just one word.  
Lately the word has been…sunshine!

We struggle more as we get older.  I am thankful I have eyesight, that I can hear, and that I 
can walk.  None of  these things are as good as they were, but I still have them.  I am thankful I 
can breathe, I can swallow, I can taste, my heart beats pretty well, and so on!  I am thankful for 
my husband, children, and grandchildren.  I have to fix my focus, and when things get tough, 
go back and think of  the good things.

With all the problems in our country today, when we look at conditions in other parts of  the 
world, we are reminded that we still live in a pretty good place.  When we truly think about it, 
there is always someone with much bigger problems than we have.  Sometimes they are more 
cheerful than we are!  Why is that?  Because they have learned the secret of  gratitude. So let’s 
be thankful.  It is good for the body and good for the soul.

“In everything give thanks, for this is the will of  God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” (I 
Thessalonians 5:18) 

- © Roxanne Ferguson lives in northern New York State, between Lake Ontario and the Adirondack Mountains, an area called 
the Tug Hill Plateau…snow country.  Roxanne is a wife, mother, and grandmother of  8.  She enjoys gardening, preserving food, 

music, writing and spending time with her grandchildren. She is active in her church and community.  A retired teacher, she wonders 
how she ever had time to work.  (witandwisdomwriters@gmail.com) 

An Attitude of Gratitude 
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Lake Wales, Winter Haven

Welcome to the Newest Fabric
Shop in Polk County!

Fabric - Notions - Patterns - Classes
Learn to: Sew | Quilt | Embroider

Hand & machine embroidery products, 
including cross-stitch.  

249 E. Stuart Ave.
Lake Wales, FL

Call for hours

863.223.8070

www.SewCreativeFabricsandMore.com

Bring in this coupon for 10% OFF!

Back Porch Break 
by Nancy Brummett 

‘Tis the Tweason! 
It seems to me there is a season not getting 

enough attention. It’s the time  of year between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. So how are we to 
spend this tweason if you’ll indulge my coining of 
that word? How can we hold on to the best of 
Thanksgiving while eagerly anticipating Christmas? 

Holding on to the gratitude we felt at Thanks-
giving is certainly a start. Sure, we are to be grate-
ful at all times. But gratitude is more top of heart when everything we read or 
ponder has a thankfulness theme. I Thessalonians 5:18 encourages us to give 
thanks in all circumstances. Not necessarily for all circumstances but finding 
something to be thankful for in the midst of our situation no matter what it is. 
Perhaps writing with this verse in mind, Sarah Young wrote in the  November 
28 entry in Jesus Listens: “I give You thanks, regardless of my feelings, and You 
give me joy, regardless of my circumstances.”  

So give thanks. When we are able to purchase a gift for everyone on our 
Christmas list, let’s give thanks for the resources that make those purchases pos-
sible. If a harried shopper cuts us off in traffic or takes the parking spot we were 
aiming for, let’s give thanks we aren’t going home with a dented fender. 

I love that the quote also reminds us of the promise of joy because that’s 
something else that spans the seasons. As we move into the first week of Ad-
vent, the time we anticipate celebrating the coming of Christ to the world, we 
begin a four-week journey that helps us focus on hope, love, joy and peace. All 
four should fill our hearts and minds during this tweason, but joy can be a part 
of every week, every celebration, and every memory. We have so many friends 
who lost someone they loved this past year. In the midst of their grief, may the 
memories they have bring joy. Or so I earnestly pray. 

Before we know it this tweason will have passed away and it will be Christ-
mas! Christmas, a time for remembering that out of His great love for us God 
sent His son to dwell among us. Emmanuel. God with us. May the anticipation 
we feel now be centered more on Him and less on the harried hustle and bustle 
to come. During this in between time, let’s set our hearts on the true meaning 
of Christmas and let the rest be just the colorful trappings of the holiday. 

So Happy Thanksgiving, Joyous Tweason, and Merry Christmas! God bless us 
one and all.  

Nancy Parker Brummett is an author and freelance writer in Colorado Springs, CO.  
To learn more about her work and life, find her on Facebook or visit www.nancyparkerbrummett.com.

Now Available!

The Hope of Glory
A Devotional Guide for Older Adults

From Columnist

Nancy Parker Brummett
Order print or eBook from

V O L U M E  T W O

Ann’s Lovin’ You 
by Ann Stewart 

September is a Grand Time 
 

We’ve celebrated Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and maybe even our birthday. 
But when is Grandparents’ Day? This year it’s on September 10, the first Sunday 
after Labor Day.  

I grew up in the same state with both sets of grandparents, two hours from 
one set and 45 minutes from the other. That closeness meant I spent nearly 
every weekend at one of their farms. As we drove down River Road in Duvall, 
Washington, my little brothers and I would chant, “We’re almost to Grandma’s 
house! We’re almost to Grandma’s house!” Fond memories include swimming in 
the Snoqualmie River, eating green beans from Grandma’s garden, and dipping 
Sinterklaus cookies into hot tea with lots of cream and sugar. At my other grand-
parents’ home, Grandpa told lots of stories, and Grandma served warm brown 
bread, Maple Bars and homemade borscht. I can almost taste the red raspberries 
that ringed her garden where we’d also nibble on fresh peas. We loved ziplining 
from one end of a barn to the other, clam digging at Birch Bay, and riding the 
Ferris Wheel with Grandma. Their heritage of faith, and the blessing of their love 
and prayers linger long.   

My parents continued the memory making with my 
daughters. Though we live on one coast and they live 
on the other, their influence was still life changing with 
less frequent but concentrated reunions. When Chris-
tine was 9 months old, she affectionately dubbed her 
grandpa, “Bumpa.” As she grew older, if she became anxious, I would say, “Call 
Grandpa,” and my retired attorney dad would counsel her from 2500 miles 
away. When my husband and my parenting was too intense or mixed with frus-
tration, the grandparents showed love and grace. They were only a letter, phone 
call, or text message away. 

I also created and adopted the idea of GIFT (Grandparents in Future Train-
ing.) When I’d get to know kind people who were my parents’ age but didn’t 
have grandchildren, I would ask if they would grandparent my two girls. Thus 
Gampa George, Gamma Sharon, and Aunt Rae were born into our lives. These 
additional grandparents gave gentle instruction, babysitting relief, and poured 
prayer and fun into my daughters’ days. They were indeed a GIFT for all of us 
and a profound influence with their wise perspective and love.  

And that love and influence lingers beyond death. When my father was given 
a terminal diagnosis, we flew to Washington to see him one more time. Our 
family gathered around his bed and ate ice cream bars and told stories. My dad’s 
was a life well-lived and well-loved. For those final days, my daughter Christine 
sat next to his bed holding his hand. I’m not sure if it was because my dad, her 
Bumpa, knew she needed it, or if he longed for her touch. But after he passed, 
my daughter made plans for a career in nursing.  

Someday when I’m a grandma, I want to be just like my dad and make  
grandparenting my favorite career. What kind of memories will my grandchildren 
and I make together? I hope one of them is Grandparents Day. Then again, 
though I was in my teens forty years ago when Jimmy Carter declared the first 
Sunday after Labor Day a National Holiday, I’m not sure I ever honored the day. 
Nonetheless, I hope my four grandparents knew how dearly I treasured their love. 

If you have a grandparent who is still living, take a minute to honor them and 
if your children have grandparents, encourage them to honor their grandpar-
ents. We can never underestimate or imagine the influence, perspective, and 
wisdom of grandparents. The impact they can make will last for generations.  

For ideas on grandparenting or gifts for grandparents, I suggest Country 
Register’s “A Cup of Tea with Lydia,” author of three books for grandparents:  

In the Kitchen With Grandma: Stirring Up Tasty Memories Together; Preparing 
My Heart for Grandparenting: For Grandparents at any Stage of the Journey; and 
her upcoming release: Grand Moments: Devotions Inspired by Grandkids. 

 
©2023  Nostalgic memories like these can be found in Ann Marie Stewart’s novel STARS IN THE GRASS

Sebring

Meg’s Quilt Co� age

NEW HOURS! Mon-Fri 9-4 and Sat 9-2
1222 Josephine Ct.  •  Sebring, FL 33875

Meg’s Custom Quilting
We accept Checks, Cash & Zelle

919-603-4680919-603-4680
MegsQuiltCottage.com

OVER 2500+ 
Bolts in Stock

Moda, Northcott, 
QT, Blank, Free Spirit,

Michael Miller and more!

2 Computerized
Handi-Quilters Providing 

Long Arm Services

Meg’s Quilt Co� ageMeg’s Quilt Co� age

MegsQuiltCottage.com

Michael Miller and more!

Handi-Quilters Providing 

GRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENING
of our New Space &of our New Space &

TENT SALE!TENT SALE!
DEC. 1-2-3   9AM-4PMDEC. 1-2-3   9AM-4PM

NEW HOURS! Mon-Fri 9-4 and Sat 9-2

The Art of Gratitude by Janet Young

As a child, growing up, did you have a mother
who insisted you write a nice thank you card to
Aunt Jane for the beautiful birthday present she
gave you, or perhaps to Grandma for the money
she presented to you upon Graduation? Do you
remember how that made you feel? Thoughts like:
that’s old-fashioned, nobody does that any more,
or how silly, and what a waste of  time etc. With
the holidays just around the corner, it got me to
thinking maybe it’s time to bring out that time-
honored tradition and determine that this year
my children and I will set aside time to send a
note of  appreciation to family and friends.

Think about it.  The person who gave you the gift may have spent a lot of  time
picking out the perfect gift, just for you.  She may have even sacrificially spent way
more money than she should have, but because she wanted you to have this treasure,
went ahead and purchased it.  And, even if  that is not the case, but rather a quick trip
to the gas station on their way to your house to pick up a gift card, it is the thought that
counts.  And that is what you are conveying to the recipient.

Times have changed, you may say.  How can we squeeze in one more thing onto our
to-do-list?  But, how can you not take the time to teach your children the art of
gratitude.  Gratitude is an action word.  By writing this note they are showing appre-
ciation for what someone else has done for them.  It affords them time to think about
what the gift really means, as in their card they not only name the object they received,
but might tell them how they wish to use it, or how special it was and how much it
meant to them.  It gives them time to reflect on the person as well.

Thank you cards can also be used to show appreciation for what someone has done
for you. For instance, an invitation to dinner in their home, or the beautiful bouquet
of  flowers sent your way.  But perhaps the real reward is that you never know what an
impact that may have not only on the person, but you.

To this day, my adult daughter sends me thank you notes, and every time I receive
one, it makes my heart sing for I have taught her the art of  appreciation and gratitude
for even the smallest of  things.

Another reward that came to me recently, was a note I found on a sheet of  paper
that merely said, “Thank you for all the letters you wrote me.  Love, Mom.” You see,
for years I would write my mother a weekly letter to update her on what was happen-
ing.  With my business, I couldn’t always visit her as much as I wanted, so knowing
how much mail meant to her, I chose to write weekly.  So, recently while going through
some things, I happened upon her note, and it brought tears to my eyes.  The good
news is that my mother is in a nursing home and with Covid restrictions I write her a
letter every week, so that the staff  can read the letter to her.  But now I know how
much those letters meant to her, and still do according to the nursing staff.

With Thanksgiving and Christmas on its’ way, now just may be the time to take a few
minutes of  your time to thank someone for all they do or have done for you.  After all,
what better gift can you give your children and yourself  than the art of  gratitude.

-Janet Young is a Certified Tea and Etiquette Consultant,  Co-Founder of  Mid-Atlantic Tea
Business Association,  and prior owner of  Over The Teacup

October 5 is National Do Something Nice Day, although I think this should be
celebrated every day. Being friendly, smiling at a sales clerk or waving hello to your
neighbor doesn’t cost anything and can make someone’s day.

We never know what people are going through. Someone who laughs a lot and
cracks jokes may be suffering a personal heartache or be depressed. This person is in
as much need of  a nice word or gesture as someone who is unsmiling and irritable.
Asking “How are you?” and really taking the time to listen can be a true blessing to
others.

If  you hurt someone’s feelings, saying “I’m sorry” can make a big difference. Taking
the time to say a simple “thank you” to a cashier, waitress and other service people can
make them feel appreciated, regardless of  their status or job title.

Being nice and having a good attitude can also make us feel better when we’re a bit
down. Behaving in an uncharitable way or snapping at someone can make us feel even
worse, perpetuating those unhappy feelings. Multiple studies have actually shown that
being kind and helpful has a positive and uplifting effect on those carrying out the act.
Establishing connections with others also allows us to feel emotions that can boost
our immune system.

So, if  you notice a family member or friend struggling, bring them some flowers or
a nice homemade meal. It will not only brighten that person’s day, but make yours a
whole lot better as well.

Donating your time to help others who are less fortunate can also lead to feelings of
gladness and personal satisfaction. In addition, it can make us more grateful for what
we have. It’s a win-win situation.

There’s something about spreading joy that is contagious, so hopefully the person
to whom you show a little extra consideration will pass it along. Just think about what
would happen if  we were all kind to each other. Would it change the world? I don’t
know about that, but it would surely change our little corner of  the world. And that in
itself is something to feel happy about.

 --Susan Baldani lives in New Jersey and writes articles for various publications. You can contact
her at suebaldani@yahoo.com or through her website at www.mywritingwall.com.

Be Kind and Make the World a
Better Place     by Sue Baldani

September is Better Breakfast Month, which is a perfect time to make sure children
(and parents) are starting the day off  right. Eating a healthy, well-balanced breakfast
has many benefits and can affect how we feel throughout the entire day.

If  we’re hungry, it’s hard to concentrate on anything else. Learning new skills and
absorbing information becomes more difficult when our bodies are in need of  fuel.
For youngsters, hunger can also lead to behavioral problems, which can disrupt learn-
ing even more.

Research has proven that children who eat healthy breakfasts and well-balanced
lunches are often more alert, more productive and less tired and jittery during the
school day. Foods and beverages that children often prefer for breakfast, such as high-
sugar cereals and juice, can initially lead to a burst of  energy that quickly dissipates,
leaving them hungry and irritable.

One of  the most common reasons for skipping breakfast is lack of  time, but eating
something healthy doesn’t have to be time consuming. Of  course, it’s best to sit down,
eat at a moderate pace, and then have some time to digest, but eating on the run is
better than not eating at all.

Here are some quick and healthy meals that every child will enjoy:
Low-sugar, whole-grain cereal with low fat milk and sliced banana. Instead of  a

bowl, put it in a travel mug or thermos and let your child eat it on the way to school.
-Oatmeal with fruit and low fat milk. Choose plain quick oats and add in a small

amount of  honey and fruit, and pop into the microwave. Most are ready in minutes.
-Whole wheat toast with peanut or other protein butter.
-Yogurt (buy it plain, since many yogurts have a surprisingly high amount of  sugar),

and mix in honey, nuts and fruit.
If  children are allergic to any of  the ingredients above, just substitute with a safe

option. There are many alternatives available.
With meal delivery services these days, keeping these staples in stock is quick and

easy. Or, take an hour on a weekend day and create a treasure hunt for your kids to find
what’s needed for breakfast that week.

If  possible, setting the alarm clock even 15 minutes earlier can give families some
time to eat and talk about what they’ll be doing that day. It’s another chance to connect
before the demands of  our busy schedules take over.

Once children get into the habit of  taking the time to eat a healthy meal, it will
become another part of  their routine. Parents can also set a good example by eating
breakfast with their children. This way, healthy choices become a family affair.

 --Susan Baldani lives in New Jersey and writes articles for various publications. You can contact
her at suebaldani@yahoo.com or through her website at www.mywritingwall.com.

Better Breakfasts Lead to Better Days
    by Sue Baldani

Stories of a Farm Wife
Thankful for my Blessings by Tammy Page

At the time of  the year when we are celebrating being thankful for our many blessings,
and yes, I have many to be thankful for, blessings and the celebration of  Jesus, I reflect
back on my career in social services. Helping people with food, rides, a shoulder to cry
on or a listening ear has always come easy for me. I enjoy making people happy and
don't we all need some more happiness in today's world?

I have no idea how I became an advocate, what road I took or why I do what I do
but non the less I am one. One for the battered wives of  over the road truckers, one
for children who don't learn their colors before kindergarten because mom is too busy
trying to keep the home calm and happy for her partner's sake. How I got here is not
as important as to why I continue to work long, tireless hours, running back and forth
to hospitals, police stations and shelters. I guess I’ve always had the "middle child
syndrome" of  being the independent thinker and doer, and to plead another's cause
so I shouldn't be surprised that I ended up being an advocate for those less fortunate.
I suppose being an independent thinker I feel that everyone deserves a certain level of
care, a peaceful home, school life and help at times when they so desperately need it.

I didn't start my career as an advocate but in a way, I've advocated for someone or
something most of  my life. As a child I was always making sure classmates were included
in school activities. In high school I advocated for those who were left out or mistreated
so it must have been a quality I already possessed and didn't know it. After high school
I got a job working at a bank returning non-sufficient funds checks which was not all
that glamorous, but it gave me a chance to advocate for customers who might have
made a mistake in their accounts. I always felt bad when I had to charge people who I
knew were struggling financially so at times I would give them a call in hopes they
could rectify it and not get charged a fee.

After having our third child, I went back to work part time in the "people business"
again. For the next 24 years I've problem-solved, assisted, maintained, and planned for
people. If  you look the word, "advocate" up in the dictionary (do people still use
those?), you will see it means to defend or maintain a cause. That's me to a T! My
husband always tells me I can't save everyone nor can I bring them home. He knows
me well. I would, if  permitted donate more of  my time, my money, and myself  to
those who need a helping hand once in a while. Now I know in my head I cannot do
all these things but, in my heart, I want to help each and every one without crossing
the boundaries of  being an advocate instead of  being a friend. There are times when
feelings of  worry and helplessness overcome me and it's very frustrating that others
don't feel the same way I do. Why can't others lend a hand or give someone a ride or
donate to a good cause? I must obey boundaries as an advocate but as a human being
I do not. Why can't I help a single mom with 2 children who could use transportation
to the food stamp office? Or donate some of  my own blankets and home goods to a
family having to start over? As a child of  God, I will offer what I can, when I can.

So, during this holiday season, please think of  others and the troubles they may be
facing. Say hello to a stranger in the fast food line, hold a door open for the lady with
bags, her purse and her child in her arms. Give generously to the bell ringers or the
local Christmas Giving Tree and be an advocate that you and God can be proud of.

- Tammy Page writes from her family farm in Indiana, where she enjoys spending time with her
children and grandchildren, browsing antique shops for collectibles and farm life.

Crafty Quilters

13221 US Hwy 98

Sebring, Fl 33876

www.craftyquiltersfl.com

Janome Sale & Service
Fabric, Notions, Classes, and 
Sew Much More

We love to share our latest products and projects on 
Wednesday @ 7pm Live On Facebook and Instagram 
and would love for you join us.  Want to stay up to 
date with shop info?  Text join and your email address 
to 863-733-3541
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Brooksville and Shop Hop

Lowest 
Prices 

Around!

Authorized Brother Dealer • Authorized Brother Service Center

•Long-Arm quilting service on-site
•Check out our website for classes & events

Over 2,000 bolts of 100% Cotton Fabrics, 
Patterns, Books, Notions & much more!

18851 Cortez Blvd. • Brooksville, FL 34601
352-796-0011 • www.nanasquiltshop.com

Tues–Fri 10am to 4pm; Sat 10 am to 3 pm; Closed Sun & Mon

Receive up to $6,000 
in savings off  the purchase of 

select Brother machines!

Super Savings on Brother Machines! 
Dec 1st–Dec 20th

Year End Sale!Year End Sale!
Dec 18th & 19th

10am–4pm
30% OFF STOREWIDE

(Excludes Services)

Reader  Shares!

Shared by reader M. Lukas of New Port Richey

I finished making a super large 
bow from scraps from all my 
Scottie Dog quilts! All the fabrics 
were from previous projects, and 
I had a piece of 2-sided interfac-
ing and just ironed on the pieces 

Finished Project!

then quilted it. I saw the pattern on another site and wanted 
to try it for some time. For now, it’s on a quilt hook. I love 
making Scottie Dog treasures!

Life on My Farm - Breezy Manor
by Donna Jo Copeland, farmeress

 I can remember being told to add just 
enough sugar to the tea, just enough milk to the 
pie dough, just enough salt to the green beans. 
Always just enough. Oh how I would love to 
hear my mom, grandma, great grandmother 
say that again.

Growing up very poor on a family owned 
farm, we lacked many things but somehow 
mom made sure we had just enough. There was 
a family of  14 kids in town who would often 
walk out to our farm to play. Mom would serve 
us watered down kool-aid and saltine crackers. 
Those kids thought we were rich!

Somehow there was always enough.
I guess I have lived my 76 years having just enough. The wolf  is always at the door but 

I manage. Oh there are conveniences I would like to have, but…
My barn my son and I basically built in 1976 and has been redone many times by me, 

needs serious work. This old farmhouse needs major work. And my wood stove still scares 
me after more than 50 years. But I manage.

Feeding my livestock tonight my thoughts wandered to young people caught in today’s 
world. Yes, I think they are caught. Always want more, seem to shun manual labor, basically 
isolate themselves. If  hard times fall and I’m sure they will, I wonder how young people 
will adapt.

Then, working with my sheep I remembered the farm kids I’ve been watching compete 
in livestock shows. They work hard, hold steady, honor commitment, and I watched them 
shake hands with the winners. These 4H, FFA, farm family kids will be our salvation, I hope.

With the onset of  winter and year’s end it is time for reflection. And time to pause, give 
thanks, count our blessings. We have so much to be thankful for...blue skies, fresh air, 
neighbors, family, animals to soothe our souls. Nothing like a furry hug after a hard day!

Every night before I sleep, I count blessings, often sleep comes before I finish. With 
Charlie, my 7-month old pup, I’m thankful my brother keeps him when I have 2 day shows. 
My friends are the moral support and laughter I need and we speak the same animal and 
fiber language!

Weird story, take on just enough...a few days ago it was a hot steamy day. I cut brush, 
moved fences, cleaned on the barn and hay shed, filled water tanks, evening chores. At nearly 
dark I came to the house, dirty, sweaty, tired. I decided to take off  my t-shirt and jeans on 
the porch, not track the muck inside. Pulling my shirt over my head, it was wet and sticky, 
so were my jeans. I was covered in what looked like blood but couldn’t remember hurting 
myself  that badly. I turned on the porch light, started washing off  with a bucket of  water. 
When I discovered it wasn’t my blood but pokeberry juice. Some must have fallen into my 
shirt, ok a lot of  them. What a mess! Guess God gave me just enough smarts not to panic.

Christmas is a time for me to just get thru, not my season. I will hunker down, tend 
chores, fight the weather. This winter will be different as I have decided to quit breeding 
bunnies, goats, sheep. As it stands now, I have enough livestock to supply my fiber needs. 
It might change.

Life is full of  change, a farm too. We need to learn to take change in stride, figure out 
how to manage, love, laugh, work hard, be content with just enough.

I wish you all peace, love and laughter and maybe a furry hug too! 

-© 2025 - Donna Jo Copeland writes from her farm, Breezy Manor, Mooresville, Indiana where she tends her flock and creates art from the wool. 
Being the 14th generation of  farm owner/operator, Donna Jo brings alive the struggles of  farm life.

Just Enough

� ank the 
Advertisers

THEY MAKE THIS PAPER POSSIBLE
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16541 Pointe Village Dr. • Suite 108 • Lutz, FL
(Conveniently located near the Suncoast Pkwy & S.R. 54)

M-F 10-6  SAT. 10-5 • 813-749-0888 • www.scrapandsew.com

16541 Pointe Village Dr. 

Quality Quilt Shop Fabrics 
Notions & Patterns

Classes / Private Lessons
Embroidery Software 

Software Training & Online Store
#1 Dealership in Southern US!

 Sewing Machine Sales & Service

Present this
Coupon and Save

10% OFF
ENTIRE

PURCHASE!
Valid ONLY IN NOV/DEC 2025
Not valid Nov. 28-29, 2025
(excludes services, repairs, 
classes, sewing machines, 
creativate memberships)

Repair Service Available on Most Machine Brands!
PFAFF and Viking Certifi ed Technician. Call for appt. today!

Passport 3.0 the quilter’s 
traveling companion

Amber Air S600 Onyx 30   

Quilt Ambition 635

Featuring
Creative Icon 2 and 

Designer Epic 3

Your All-In-One Resource for Sewing, 
Embroidery, Quilting, 
and Craft Cutting!

Welcome
Viking Sewing 

Gallery Customers!

Shop our website f�  fa� ic, 
classes, machines
and creative 
em� oidery 
software memberships
with this QR Code!

Your All-In-One Resource for Sewing, 

PFAFF
expression 
embroidery 

& sewing
machines

  Husqvarna Viking Designer     
Topaz 65 and Topaz 55Q

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Thanksgiving: Closed

Black Friday: 10-6
Nov. 29: 10-5

Christmas Eve: 10-2
Christmas: Closed

New Year’s Eve: 10-6
New Year’s Day: Closed

Stop in for Our Special
Black Friday & Saturday

Sale with Storewide Savings!
Don’t Miss Out!
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Clearwater, New Port Richey, Palm Harbor, St. Petersburg

Fabric Smart

Professional Service with a Smile!
6798 Crosswinds Drive N., Suite C101 

St. Petersburg, FL 33710

Proudly Serving our 
Diverse Creative 
Community for

 10 Years!

Easy access from I-275, Exit for 22nd Ave. N. & go west, one block S. of Tyrone Mall

Also shop online - etsy.com/shop/fabricsmart
Mon-Sat, 10 am to 5 pm | Sun, Noon to 5 pm727-914-8850

Fabric and Notions
for Sewing & Quilting.

Welcome Jo-Ann Shoppers! 

Rachel (far left) and Grace (far right) and their friends.

Over 300 quilts on display - VENDORS - Demos
Lectures - Food - Basket walk - Silent auction -

“ANTIQUE” quilt display by West Pasco Historical Society
Quilts of Valor - Trunk shows - 

New Port Richey Recreation & Aquatic Center
6630 Van Buren Street, New Port Richey, FL 34653

“America’s Garden of Quilts”
Sew Many Quilts 2026
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West Pasco Quilters’ Guild Inc.
     19th Biennial Quilt Show 

February 13-14-15, 2026February 13-14-15, 2026
Friday-Saturday 9am-5pm - Sunday 10am-4pmAdmissio

n:

0ne day $10

Multi-D
ay $15

WestPascoQuilters.org

Presenting Sponsor Quilted Twins
Thanks to QuiltedTwins.com, 13829 US-98 BYP, Dade City, FL 33525
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Cowgirl Poet, Quilter, Entertainer 
            Yvonne Hollenbeck 

 

Old Eagle Eye
He can tell if  a heifer is starting to calve, I swear from a mile away, 

and see if  he needs to go pull the calf  by just simply looking that way.  
He can see if  a windmill is working or not from his horse on a faraway hill, 

and tell what direction the wind’s coming from by watching the tail on the mill.  
He knows if  a coyote or badger is near by watching the tracks in the sand, 

and see if  a staple is loose from a post on the fence that encircles his land.  
He’s got eyes like an eagle for finding new calves their mamas have hidden all snug; 

so why can’t he see the mud on his boots that he’s tracking all over my rug?

Writing From Life 
by Jeanette Lukowski  

Samplers Teach Balance 
 
Starting a new hobby seems to include learning the language associated 

with said hobby. Like with so many other things, this knowledge appears to 
come in waves.  

Once upon a time, I thought that transitioning from sewing my own clothes 
to quilting would be easy! Terms like “seam allowance” and “bias edges” were 
familiar to me, while the new terms—"flying geese,” “stabilizer,” “raw-edge ap-
plique,” “paper-piecing,” and “samplers” are part of my skill-building journey.    

My first quilted sampler is a small wall hanging, created as part of a quilt 
guild challenge. Using a pattern book I already owned, I selected 12 different 
blocks; I used some region-specific fabrics curated from the local quilt store; I 
added generic white sashing around each of the 6” blocks; I machine quilted the 
project; I then moved away from the area before the wall hanging could be dis-
played with the other guild members’ samplers.  

My second (current) sampler, then, is just something I’m working on alone. 
With downloadable patterns being released for free every week (from one of the 
larger quilting fabric companies), I began this path blindly. (The company, and 
its many contributing designers might know where the overall design is headed, 
but I don’t. I don’t even know how many block designs are being released.)  

The week before the program started, I spent a bit of time thinking about 
how my color-coordinated self could be balanced against the uncertainty of the 
paced release. But, like when I chose to nurse my babies some thirty years ago, 
I told myself I could quit anytime I wanted to. (They each reached the sixth 
month before I tapped out.)  

So, if I was going to participate in the quilting sampler project, what colors 
would I use? After all, I had taken that Color 
Theory class; I felt more confident in my ability 
to choose complementary colors. But…how 
many would I need? How much fabric of each? 
What if I choose “wrong”? Maybe a theme, or 
season then.  

Christmas was my first thought. But, I have 
very specific Christmas quilt patterns already in my sewing collection, just wait-
ing for the time to create them.  

Fourth of July? Not knowing how large the project might become, I elimi-
nated that option because I couldn’t imagine using a Fourth of July themed quilt 
for anything other than sitting on a curb, watching a summer parade.  

Easter? Valentine’s day? Halloween?... 
October gets cold enough to cuddle under a quilt, I can abandon the proj-

ect, making a variety of table runners or whatnot if I run out of steam, and I al-
ready have a small plastic tote with a variety of Halloween fabrics.  

Working on blocks 15, 16, and 17, I’ve been discovering the lesson of “bal-
ance,” along with some new skills. What happens, for instance, if I place this 
dense design next to a tone-on-tone? How does the value of the block read if I 
change this fabric to that one? Hmmm. 

Yep, I’m still having fun.   
© Jeanette Lukowski 2025. Jeanette is a mother, grandmother, teacher, and author who lives in Alexandria, 

MN. She is inspired by the lives of strong women. Her email address is: writingfromlife@yahoo.com

Order Yvonne’s new book, “A Stitch in Rhyme” at 
www.yvonnehollenbeck.com — just $15 + $3.50 postage.  

 
© Yvonne Hollenbeck; 2025  

Yvonne Hollenbeck, from Clearfield, SD,  performs her original poetry throughout the United States, capti-
vating audiences in her wake.  She is one of the most published cowgirl poets in the West and is not only a 

popular banquet and civic entertainer, but also co-writes songs with many western entertainers. Yvonne 
also pens a weekly column in the “Farmer-Rancher Exchange” and writes articles about life in rural America 

in various publications throughout the West. For more information, visit 
https://www.yvonnehollenbeck.com

Become Inspired! 
by Annice Bradley Rockwell  

Spectacular Summer Luxuries 
 
The warm, hazy months of summer are some of 

the most anticipated ones of the year. With more 
daylight hours to enjoy, we can take delight in out-
ings with family and friends that are relaxing, sponta-
neous and fun. To celebrate the season of summer, 
taking in the sights and sounds of a traditional Main 
Street parade is one of the inspiring luxuries of a 
country life. Streets lined with vibrant American flags 
are also filled with people young and old ready to 
share in a celebration of freedom. Groups of proud, 
uniformed Veterans are joined by the hometown Lit-
tle League teams, Girl Scouts and local Fife and 
Drum Corps. Huge American flags wave beautifully 
in the summer breeze as the symbolic sound of can-
non fire hearkens back to days of the past. Small children waving petite flags of 
glory are filled with wonder as their very own American town comes together in 
moments of unity and collective joy. 

                                                                            Quaint Coastal Towns  
Quaint coastal towns are fully alive and bustling on these warm summer 

days. Boutique shop doors are wide open to welcome eager buyers to sample 
their wares and to see the latest summer displays of seascape paintings, hand-
crafted jewelry of colorful sea glass and hand-stretched saltwater taffy. 

Ice cream shops stay open extra late to catch the attention of the spectators 
who enjoyed a band concert by boat at the white town gazebo. A fireworks dis-
play once all is pitch black is a special grand finale on a day well-spent with 
friends. Unexpected precious moments of solitude also tend to greet us more 
frequently on these long, summer days. We might finally have time to enjoy a 
long morning walk into town, taking in all of the sights and sounds of summer. 
Passing by Middle Cove we see all the boats docked in the snug harbor ready 
for the day. Cozy restaurants are getting ready to welcome out-of-town guests 
who will undoubtedly want to return. And the local historical society is advertis-
ing a “Plein Air” event that catches your interest as a perfect summer afternoon 
activity with a best friend to try your hand at watercolor painting. 

                                                          In Full Bloom 
Summer provides us with the perfect opportunities to indulge in newfound 

joys. We will often have time to practice and refine a recently acquired soulful 
skill. Without a doubt, the long-anticipated season of summer is one to be treas-
ured. It is when nature’s beauty is in its fullest bloom—and usually so are we. 
So, this summer embrace the happiness that this special season affords. Rec-
ognize nature’s powerful proclamation of pride. And as you see the splendor in 
its full glory, you may begin to see it reflected beautifully within.  

Annice Bradley Rockwell is an educator and owner of Pomfret Antiques  
She is currently working on her book, New England Girl  NewEnglandGirl2012@hotmail com 

Englewood, Port Charlotte, Punta Gorda, Venice

• Large selection of sewing accessories, notions, quilting 
and garment fabric. Over 2000 bolts of fabric in stock.

• Certi� ed service center, with experienced technicians 
who work on all makes & models. 

• O� ering extensive guide classes, along with creative 
project classes.  

• Large variety of classes, taught by outstanding education 
specialists, that are designed to be informative, fun and easy! 

• We share tips that will increase your sewing success, along with 
helpful hints and suggestions to spark your creativity!

Fabric by Moda, Hoffman, Benartex, Timeless Treasures,
Andover, Island Batik, South Sea Imports & More

Sewing Notions & Clubs
Classes: Sewing, Quilting, Machines, Specialty, Software, 

Garment Construction and others 
Sewing Machine Repairs by 

Service Appointments 

Th��� y�� f�� �� �n� u� T�� Bes� 
S���n� S�u�i� �� Ch���ot �� C��n��!

Charlotte Sewing Studio is proud to be a 
Singer, Pfaff, BERNINA and Husqvarna Viking 

dealer offering machine sales & service.

1109 Tamiami Trail
Port Charlotte, Florida 33953

941.235.3555 • www.CharlotteSewingStudio.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30am to 5pm & Sat 9:30am to 3pm

Now  
o� ering  Longarm  Quilting 

Services

Fabric | Notions | Kits | Classes | Tours 
941-347-8189 

thewhitedaisyquiltshop.comm

Ask during your visit or check our website for class 
schedules, events and to sign up for our newsletter!

 

Hours:         
M-T-W-F 10-5 | Th 10-6 | Sat 9-3 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
         

Fabric | Notions | Kits | Classes | Tours 
      941-347-8189 
          thewhitedaisyquiltshop.com 

Towles Plaza   |   2705 Tamiami Trail   |   Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
 

Southwest Florida’s Newest Quilt Shop 

Mon-Fri 10-5    Sat 9-3     941-347-8189
thewhitedaisyquiltshop.com

SWFL only Private Re-
treat House. Relax, 
craft at your leisure 

with your closest 
friends.  

Crafting Space with twelve

tables/Chairs

Full Kitchen / Dining Room

3 bedrooms/2 bath sleeps 12

Swim Spa/Hot Tub: Bring 
suits and favorite beverages

Www.floridacraftretreat.com

Punta Gorda, FL 

Reservations: 

361-739-8875

Email: 
Jerry@floridacraftretreat.com

Certified Massage 
therapist available 

with advance 
notice.

Ponds/Canal—birds eye view

Lots of amenities: cutting 
table, cuttlebug, ribbon, 
paper and more

Owners Becky and Jerry 
Courtesy of Naples Scrappers

Cedar Valley Crafts
Handmade with Heart

Mon.-Fri. 10-6   Sat. 10-3  Closed Sunday • 941-681-2313
232 N. Indiana Ave. • Englewood, FL

• Shop our Cross-Stitch and Embroidery Kits and Floss.• Shop our Cross-Stitch and Embroidery Kits and Floss.
• We carry Sullivans Floss • Professional Quilt Finishing• We carry Sullivans Floss • Professional Quilt Finishing

 • New Pre-Cuts and Patterns in store.  • New Pre-Cuts and Patterns in store. 
• Amish Quilts and handmade gifts ready for pickup.• Amish Quilts and handmade gifts ready for pickup.

Englewood’s ONLY Quilt & Fabric Shop!

www.cedarvalleycrafts.com
cedarvalleycraftsFL@gmail.com

Your local
quilt and

fabric shop
in beautiful
SW Florida.

“Airing of the Quilts”
Saturday, February 7, 2026 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Outdoor Quilt display and sale*
sponsored by the Sarasota and South Sarasota

Modern Quilt Guilds

**WWeeaatthheerr PPeerrmmiittttiinngg
Maxine Barritt Park,1800 S Harbor Drive, Venice, FL

www.SarasotaModernQuiltGuild1.com
www.SouthSarasotaModernQuiltGuild.com
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DISCONNECTED PIECERS QUILT GUILD
2026 QUILT SHOW

“A Gathering of Quilts”

Scan the QR
Code to

Purchase tickets
on-line

Advance purchase ticket
holders will get into the

show 15 min early!

Merchant Mall

Basket Raffle

Boutique Shop

Judged Entries

Scissor & Knife Sharpening

Ryans Case For Smiles

Special Exhibits

Featured Quilter - Jamie Sculley

2026 Quilt Show Challenge

Quilts of Valor

Onsite Cafe

Background quilt pattern “Pink Lady” by Margaret Lo Bianco
www.margaretsewfunquilts.com

Charlotte Harbor Event & Conference
Center

75 Taylor Street
Punta Gorda, FL. 33950

Entry Fee: $10 per day/$15
for 2-day entry
Busses welcome

Group Discounts when 5 or
more tickets are purchased
on-line in advance of show

General Info: DPQGquiltshow@gmail.com

Website: dpqginc.com

with Bobbie Burquist
www.quilterstreasure.com

Quilt Classes

Carla Klop
Book - Pattern Play
www.kitsbycarla.com

Demo & Book Signing

FEB. 13 9am-5pm
FEB. 14 9am-4pm

Demo & B SSigningBook S

Quilt Classses

Judged Entriesses

Merchant Mallll

Basket Raffle

Boutiqque Shopppppppp

Sppecial Exhibiitsi

Ryans Case Fooor Smileso

Scissor & Knifee Sharppeninggfe

OOnsite Cafe

 The January-February issue of 
The Florida Register will feature...

Quilts, Sewing & 
Needle Arts

Deadline for the Jan/Feb 
issue is December 1

Submit ad or get more info:
www.TheRegisterWeb.com

1-866-825-9217

Share your Winter Excursions 
or Project —we may publish it!

Promote 
your

Quilt Shop,
Show or 

Guild



Nov.-Dec., 2025Pg. 26 The Florida Register Nov.-Dec., 2025 Pg. 27The Florida Register

Jacksonville, Orange Park

Certified Baby Lock & Brother Technicians on Staff 
Authorized Dealer for: Baby Lock • OESD

Dealer Exclusive Shop: Kimberbell Designs

WE BEAT

ANY DEALER

PRICES

• 20% OFF ALL FABRIC!
• Sewing Furniture
• Repair & Service 

on ALL Brands of Machines

1857 Wells Rd. • Orange Park, FL 32073 • 904-269-6911 
info@calicostation.com • www.calicostation.com

Hours:  Sunday 12-4 • Mon Closed • Tuesday - Saturday 10-5

Quilting ServicesQuilting Services
Custom/ComputerizedCustom/Computerized
  Over 500+ Designs!  Over 500+ Designs!

North Florida’s Largest 
Baby Lock Retailer!

• Authorized Repair Center •

Hours:

Ladling Out Love For 105 Years
    by Kerri Habben Bosman 

In a drawer in my mother-in-law’s kitchen lives a large, well-worn ladle. It has been 
serving soup and stews for decades. These days Mom doesn’t actually cook so much 
anymore, but she still enjoys being part of  the preparation. After all, just because you 
are nearly 105, doesn’t mean you can give up a lifetime of  ladling out love. Perhaps 
because you’ve prayerfully and intentionally loved for that long, it is as natural as 
breathing in and breathing out.

I fell in love with Mom the first time I met her six years ago this December. She was 
young, then. Only 98 and days shy of  her 99th birthday. My then boyfriend, Wayne, 
took me to Wisconsin to meet his mother, and one of  her grandsons and the youngest 
great-grandson also came with us. Quinn was barely two then. When we entered the 
home where Wayne was raised and where Mom has lived since 1946, Quinn wiggled 
out of  his dad’s arms. Mom’s eyes and mine had just locked and we’d smiled at each 
other. When Quinn darted forward, I took a deliberate step back. Both of  our smiles 
deepened, and I knew that she knew the most important thing about me from that 
simple action. That I love with a humble and whole heart. 

We still mention that moment to one another sometimes. How we both felt the 
instant connection between us, born of  our love for Wayne but also because we quickly 
learned we are woven of  the same type of  cloth. One that drapes and soothes but also 
has a hint of  malleable steel in it when needed. One that stretches but doesn’t break.

Since that first visit, we’ve been to Wisconsin many times. I say thank you every 
day that I came to be her daughter-in-law. We’ve cooked together, sat for hours at her 
kitchen table looking through recipes, and stood side-by-side at her sink, washing and 
drying dishes. She has shared the stories that shaped her, including the happy times, 
the trying times, and the tragic times. 

This year marks another milestone. Wayne’s dad passed away fifty years ago this 
November 30th. Mom has been a widow since she was 54 years old, two years older 
than I am now. Yet the ring her husband gave her still embraces her finger, and she 
speaks of  the first time she saw him like it was yesterday. From all she has told me, I 
sense the core of  who he was through the man Wayne is today. During their marriage, 
they had six children, four still living. December 17th is Mom’s 105th birthday, and 
enduring love and steady faith still radiate from her.

Wayne’s parents started a company along with building a family. Bosman Monuments 
has now been in the memorial business since 1957. Mom was a pivotal part in the 
success of  the company, helping the bereaved. She ladled out so much love that 
customers often became friends. All the while, she fed her children home-cooked 
meals they will always remember, sewed some of  their clothes, and canned fruits and 
vegetables from their garden.

For many years she was an organizer and volunteer at a soup kitchen, cooking and 
serving. It is one thing to devote yourself  to feeding your family, but her ladles of  love 
served strangers. Except to her they weren’t strangers. They were hungry people given 
a meal with heart and hope within it. She learned to do this watching her own mother 
feeding people in need during the Depression. 

When we stay with Mom, I cook a lot and leave frozen meals for after we go home. 
I use her soup ladle as often as I can. After all, I have a legacy to live up to.

-- © 2025 Kerri Habben Bosman is a writer living in Cape Carteret, NC. Her email is 913jeeves@gmail.com.

Follow us on social media for all the
latest arrivals and updates!

QUILTING FABRIC
GARMENT FABRIC
WIDE BACKINGS
QUILT & PROJECT KITS
NOTIONS
WOOL
CROSS STITCH

CLASSES
BERNINA MACHINES
HORN FURNITURE
LONGARM RENTAL
QUILTING SERVICE
MACHINE SERVICE
AND MUCH MORE!  

Serving our quilting community from
TWO great locations!

4220 Hood Road
Jacksonville, FL 32257

(904) 374-0532

8358 Point Meadows Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32256

(904) 519-7705

WWW.CINNAMONSQUILTS.COM

CINNAMON'S OFFERS:

Mon-Thu 10am-5pm
Fri-Sat 10am-4pm

Sun 12:30-4pm

Mon-Sat 10am-5pm
CLOSED Sunday

WWW.CINNAMONSQUILTS.COM

Shop Hop

Free Pattern
For more fun and creative inspiration visit:

  www.JacquelynneSteves.com

Free Embroidery Pattern – May not be sold or used for commercial purposes. Use this pattern 
for embroidery, wool applique, punch needle or rug hooking, painted projects or whatever your 
imagination can dream up! Reduce or enlarge pattern as desired.

2 Minute Lift
The Best Screenplay Ever Written

by Kathy J. Sotak
Was high school just one big improv class?
Tell me about your screenplay and I’ll share mine.
Some scenes were exhilarating, like when Spontaneity moved me across country after 

a five-minute pay phone call. Other pages Heartbreak took over, like when holding 
my first stillborn son, wondering what could have been.

Some stories starred Unbelievable, which included tales of  running a 26.2-mile 
marathon. Then Miracles of  two more children entered the scene, afterwards realizing 
I couldn’t remember life without them.

At places the genre changed to the Hero’s Journey, like Frodo in The Lord of  the 
Rings or Luke Skywalker in Star Wars. You know exactly what I mean. You start off  
on a simple trail but then it twists and turns through harrowing trials. At the end you 
look back and can’t believe it. You were changed. Not changed, but enriched. With 
new perspective. More of  who you are. Transformation arrives.

Then of  course there are the scenes with Ugly. I’ve tried to edit them out. The ones 
where I made embarrassing choices and mistakes that hurt other people. The countless 
times Fear took over and battled with Wounded Ego for the lead role. Although I’ve 
tried to erase her, the deleted scenes are still there, auto-saved forever in version history.

The act I’m writing now is with a new character named Peace. She has taught me 
that past, present and future woven together with Love and Grace is the still lake 
I’m seeking. Peace is having me study Neo from The Matrix. The climax of  the movie 
is the scene where he bursts into a million zeros and ones, becomes one with the 
universe, then reassembles his body into Wholeness beyond words. This is my quest 
and nothing less.

As I’m reassembling my full binary code, this summer I went back home to restore 
deleted scenes from long ago. The file was called Tween and Teenage Years, which 
I opened up by traveling 1,500 miles to my high school reunion.

I didn’t want to re-open these deleted files:  My teenage self  was a physical misfit with 
acned skin and overweight body. To compensate, Fear and Awkwardness overran my 
mental and emotional bodies.  I had no choice but to improv, developing an exaggerated, 
enflamed personality. All these years later I wondered, did the real me show at all during 
those early years? Or did my embarrassing improv character overtake the lead role?

So here I was, over thirty years later at the reunion to find out. That Saturday afternoon 
we shoved three tables together at the local bar and we laughed for hours. It didn’t matter 
what we talked about. We just enjoyed each other’s company. There was no bragging, 
boasting or comparing. Just a comforting familiarity, a respectful remembering as we 
were the ones to shape each other’s lives, allowing today. Then it hit me:  It wasn’t just 
me playing improv back then. We all had to do some form of  improv.

With neon lights and 90’s country music playing, there were no characters at the table 
that day. The only ones present were Comfortable In Our Own Skins.

My Indiana Jones quest is complete for now, where I sought and found these 
scattered, discarded pieces, introduced them to Love and Grace, then let them 
comfortably take center stage with the rest of  me.

-© Kathy J. Sotak  Thank you for your support. Let me know what lift this provided to your 
day by commenting at https://2minutelift.com/match/

Use a Bandaid as an easy “Thimble,” Use a Bandaid as an easy “Thimble,” 
when hand sewing. Keep a few in your when hand sewing. Keep a few in your 

needlework box.needlework box.

Sent in by Unknown Reader

THE GREAT

QUILT MYSTERY TOUR

THE GREAT

QUILT MYSTERY TOUR

Collect all 9 free mystery block patterns and receive a finishing layout pattern when you
turn in your passport.

Block kits available at just $4.99

Incredible prizes:
Grand Prize:
A Bernina sewing machine, tote, and extras — valued over $2000

1st Prize: $100 gift card from each participating shop
2nd Prize: $50 gift card from each participating shop
3rd Prize: $25 gift card from each participating shop

Each shop will give away a $100 gift basket to lucky passport holders

Save the date January 17th – 24th, 2026
Get ready to grab your quilting besties and hit the road for 8 thrilling

days of fabric, fun, and mystery-solving! Travel to 9 amazing quilt shops
across Northeast Florida, collect exclusive block patterns at each stop,

and piece together a one-of-a-kind mystery quilt.

Passports are just $5 through December 31, 2025 — price increases to
$7 on January 1st, so grab yours early at any participating shop.

CUT UP AND SEW
160 Cypress Point Parkway, Suite D116

(386) 447-1103 | info@cutupandsew.com

PALM COASTPALM COAST

CUT UP AND SEW
1975 Old Moultrie Road

(904) 826-4007 | info@cutupandsew.com

ST. AUGUSTINEST. AUGUSTINE

ST. AUG SEW
2491 US Highway 1 South

(904) 837-6336 | hello@staugsew.com

ST. AUGUSTINEST. AUGUSTINE

THE SEW ‘N QUILT CO.
1585 N Nova Road

(386) 310-7070 | hello@thesewnquiltco.com

HOLLY HILLHOLLY HILL

THE TILTED QUILTERS
11043 Crystal Springs Road, Suite 10

(904) 677-4160 | info@tiltedquilters.com

JACKSONVILLEJACKSONVILLE

CINNAMON’S QUILT SHOPPE
4220 Hood Road

(904) 374-0532 | info@cinnamonsquilts.com

JACKSONVILLE/MANDARINJACKSONVILLE/MANDARIN

MISS D’S QUILT SHOP
305 St Johns Ave

(386) 385-5678 | missd@missdsquilts.com

PALATKAPALATKA

OCEANS OF THREAD
1250 S State Road 15A, Suite 4

(386) 337-5528 | oceansofthread@gmail.com

DELANDDELAND

CINNAMON’S QUILT SHOPPE
8358 Point Meadows Drive, Suite 4

(904) 519-7705 | info@cinnamonsquilts.com

JACKSONVILLE/BAY MEADOWSJACKSONVILLE/BAY MEADOWS

Thank you for purchasing your 2026

Passport. Enjoy this bonus block!

Thank you for purchasing your 2026
Passport. Enjoy this bonus block!
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Daytona Beach, Daytona Beach Shores, Edgewater, Holly Hill

Seaside Quilts 
Location

3693 S. US Hwy 1 • Edgewater, FL 32141
Tues-Fri 10-2   

386-402-8995•www.seasidesewingandquilts.com

Offering long arm services,
stock fabrics and notions

               to make your quilt life
                    more enjoyable.

We are all about knowing when it comes to sewing!
• 30+ Years of Service in the
Greater Daytona Beach Area!

• Service on Most Makes & Models
• Fabric, Software & Accessories

386-767-3545 • www.sewinggarret.com  •  sales@sewinggarret.com
949 Beville Rd, Bldg B•Daytona Beach, FL 32119

Tues. - Thurs. 9 - 5:30 • Fri. 9 - 5 • Sat. 9 - 2

thesewinggarret
The Sewing Garret

Come Check Out
Our Holiday Sales!

3,700 sq. ft.
filled with

3,100+ Bolts of
Quality Fabric!

• Kimberbell/OESD   
 Certifi ed Store
• Long Arm Machine   
 Quilting Services
• Beautiful Selection   
 of Batiks 
• Classes

1585 N. Nova Rd • Holly Hill, FL  32117
Less than 4 miles off  I-95 • Quilters’ Bus Tours Welcomed

Mon-Fri 10-5 • Sat 10-3    386-310-7070

SHOP ONLINE ANYTIME AT
www.thesewnquiltco.com

We are Your 
Auth� ized
Dealer f� :
Auth� ized
Dealer f� :

New Viking Topaz 65

When you buy a machine from When you buy a machine from 
us you always get FREE lessons us you always get FREE lessons 

on the machine features!on the machine features!

Melbourne, Sebastian

11638 US I11638 US I • •Sebastian, FL 32958Sebastian, FL 32958
772-388-1700 772-388-1700 
Mon - Fri 9 - 4 Mon - Fri 9 - 4 •• Sat 9 - 3  Sat 9 - 3 

7720 N. Wickham Rd. Suite 1117720 N. Wickham Rd. Suite 111
Melbourne, FL 32940Melbourne, FL 32940 

321-622-8602321-622-8602 quiltsandlace.comquiltsandlace.com

Mon, Wed- Fri 10 - 5 Mon, Wed- Fri 10 - 5  Tues 10 - 7 Tues 10 - 7 ••Sat 10 - 4Sat 10 - 4
sweettimequilting.comsweettimequilting.com

Join us on Quilts and Lace 
Facebook Live at 5:30 Mon–Sat 

for specials & tips.

Nov 14 & 15 
Shut the Front Door event 
on the Radiance Sewing 
& Embroidery Machine 
with Jory Snyder, Baby 

Lock Ambassador

Jan 30 & 31 
Hands-On classes with Sarah 

Thomas of Sariditty, Moda fabric 
designer, author and pattern creator. 

Three class options. 

Visit Us for Holiday 
& Cyber Monday Sales 

on Machines PLUS 
fabric sales throughout 

Nov & Dec!About The Cover Artist

Elizabeth Tyndall
Elizabeth is an artist inspired by nature.  She’s a wife 

and a mom who loves mochas, cats, old houses, playing 
in the garden, photography, decorating, restoring old furniture, 

reading, writing and searching for beauty to paint everywhere. She abso-
lutely loves nature, stories, books, journaling, finding beauty in words and 
art, and can be found dreaming of new things to create daily.

Since she was eight years old, she knew she was meant to be an artist.  For 
years she grew up crafting with her mom but found a love for painting and 
designing as well.  At the age of 16 she began working as a florist, creating 
floral arrangements for weddings, upscale events and holidays, but her real passion is painting 
and creating art. 

Bringing nature into a canvas, is what she’s been inspired to do for the past 30 years, but 
lately she’s realized how therapeutic and healing it can be to be surrounded by both. There is 
beauty and peace found in the world around us, so why not bring some of it indoors. Her pas-
sion is to create spaces that will help us to grow and inspire us to live a more fully authentic 
life. She believes you can never go wrong with bringing nature into the space you live in. Her 
work is mainly inspired by nature, but she also loves creating pieces that are whimsical and 
fun as well.

Many of her paintings are created from trips to the mountains, hikes through the forest and 
even visits to garden shops. She is always looking for inspiration through nature so many of 
her paintings show her love for the outdoors and her love for birds, animals and flowers too.

One of her proudest achievements was the creation of the new Whale Tail License Plate 
for California! It was released in 2011 and it’s still currently available to purchase!  She also 
was a cave artist for Mercer Caverns and has designed collectible trading cards for games like 
Magic the Gathering and Ophidian.

She is truly humbled and blessed that she gets to do what she loves every day and that her 
art can be found on licensed home decor products, such as greeting cards, gift boxes/bags, 
flags, floor mats, wall art and more, at places like Hobby Lobby, Barnes & Noble, TJ Maxx, 
Ross, Cost Plus, Joann’s, Dollar Tree, Walmart and many other stores throughout the country 
as well as in many local boutiques, and stores internationally! 

Through her art, she hopes to inspire others to see the beauty and joy that is all around us in 
our everyday lives just waiting to be found!

To view Elizabeth’s art prints, go to www.PennyLanePublishing.com or call Penny Lane 
Publishing at 800-273-5263 for more information.  

by Wayne M. Bosman

Planting a tree is in some ways a major act of  faith. 
Often when an adult plants a tree, a thought passes 
through their mind that they may not even be alive when 
the tree reaches maturity. That is one of  the reasons that 
garden stores supply half-grown trees and deliver them 
with heavy equipment. Instant gratification and assurance 
of  success. This story is not about one of  those trees. 
Rather, this is about a tree that was almost an afterthought 
that succeeded mightily.

When my father returned from World War II, he and 
Mom lived for a while in an apartment in Kenosha, Wisconsin. He was a laborer at 
one of  the local factories, which were all very busy during the post war boom. He was 
a farmer at heart, and they dreamed of  having some land out in the county to raise the 
children who were still just part of  the dream. Dad’s nephew was willing to sell him 10 
acres adjoining his farm at a very good price, so all they needed was a house. Fortune 
smiled on them. A local church wanted to put in a bigger parking lot, but there was 
already a house on the property. The house was not very old and it had been built by 
a building contractor for his own use. He built it to last forever. They made a deal to 
buy it and have it moved to the rural location.

Dad’s family pitched in to get the house ready to move. Mom learned to use the 
tractor to dig a basement. She laughs now to think of  her 26-year-old self-running the 
tractor and hauling loads of  dirt. Dad and his brothers poured the concrete and built 
the cement block walls for the basement. The house was placed over their work and 
lowered into position. Their work must have been good, because almost 80 years later 
it is sitting as securely as the day it was finished. That was 1946.

I didn’t come into the picture until 1951, the fourth child out of  an eventual six. By 
that time, most of  the landscape was in its’ prime. Four apple trees, one cherry and 
one plum were already producing fruit. Dad’s garden covered a full acre and we ate 
well. Mom’s garden had flowers that ensured something was in bloom from spring to 
fall. We ate from the currant bushes before they had a chance to ripen and got to the 
raspberries even before the birds could. But this story is about Grampa’s oak tree, isn’t it?

Grampa- Mom’s father- was already getting old by the time the house was planted. 
He couldn’t run a tractor or do any physical labor. He didn’t drive, so he and Grandma 
came out sometimes on Sunday after church to survey the progress. One Sunday they 
brought with them an oak sapling. It had been a volunteer that had sprung up in their 
back yard, the beneficiary of  the good soil that they had nurtured for 25 years. He 
suggested that it would provide good shade for them someday. It was planted before 
the rest of  the fruit trees were even purchased. It was always referred to as Grampa’s 
tree, and it still is. I had to dig through some long-ago memories to find out the story 
of  the tree.

The fruit trees are long gone. The plums went first. I was still a child then. One by 
one the apple trees died off; only the memories remain of  climbing in the “Monkey 
tree” and eating (and throwing) apples. But Grampa’s oak tree, from a spindly little 
sapling, still towers over the yard of  the house that Mom has lived in for the last 78 years.

- © Wayne M. Bosman is a retired auto mechanic living in Cape Carteret, NC. His email is 
wbosman1@gmail.com.

Grandpa’s Oak Tree

Writing from Life 
 

by Jeanette Lukowski 

Cookies or Bread?  
 

When I was young, I was introduced to some fancy cookies a German lady 
made. The lady’s daughter and I were classmates from Kindergarten through 8th 
grade, and we were in girl scouts together, so I saw the cookies appear at least 
once a year at potluck meals or seasonal parties. I never paid attention to the 
details, though, as I was just a child. For me, it was all about the chocolate cookies. 
Since hers were not chocolate—featuring red or orange jams or jellies rather than 
chocolate—I would pass them by.  

During Christmas visits to my mother’s home after I got married, I finally ate a 
few of the German lady’s fancy cookies. Little blonde folded cookies with 
raspberry or apricot jams, sprinkle-covered with powdered sugar, these cookies 
quickly became memorable culinary treats.  

My mother said these cookies were called [ko-LOCH-keys], but I could never 
find their recipe in my favorite Betty Crocker cookbook. Forced to rely on my 
mother’s connection to the German lady for my occasional taste, I’ve spent more 
years thinking about the cookies than actually eating some.  

This past summer, then, while driving around the state seeking cute new fabric 
stores to visit as part of Minnesota’s annual shop hop, I looked through the car’s 
windshield and saw “Kolacky Bakery” in big red and white letters on the side of a 
brick building.  

Could it be?! Those yummy cookies I remember the Germany lady making? The 
bakery was closed that day, though, so I made a mental note to go back some day.  

It was a pretty fall day in mid-October when I finally made the 45-minute drive 
back to that bakery. 

I walked in, inhaled the lovely scents of fresh-baked—wait, bread? Where are 
the cookies?  

“Oh, the kolacky are all right there,” the young clerk smiled, pointing to a 
cabinet display full of what looked like dinner rolls rather than cookies.  

Seeing the confused look on my face, the clerk continued. “We make the closed 
kind. They come in all of these flavors: Apple, Apricot, Cherry, Poppy Seed, Prune, 
and Raspberry. What can I get for you?”  

My brain was still frozen on their not being cookies, so I told the clerk to help 
the other customer first.  

Well, I ended up purchasing too many of those bread-filled kolacky, because I 
wanted to explore a variety of flavors. (Unlike cookies, I couldn’t simply purchase 
one of each.) 

Returning back home, I conducted some internet research: Kolache, Kolacky, 
Kolaczki. Czech, Polish, Russian. Oy vey. No wonder I was confused! 

Like the English language itself, our country is pretty amazing in how it has 
incorporated other regions’ foods and traditions. Patchwork quilts also follow an 
interesting path of adaptation: artistic or functional, they might be hand sewn, 
machine-stitched, machine-quilted, or tied. 

It’s winter now; I’m sitting on the couch, wrapped in a cozy flannel patchwork 
quilt which I made last year, eating the last of my bread treats. (Poppy seed.) 

 
 

© Jeanette Lukowski 2021 . Jeanette is a mother, grandmother, teacher and author who lives in Mankato, MN. 
She is inspired by the lives of strong women. Her email address is WritingFromLife@yahoo.com
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Greenacres, Port St. Lucie, West Palm Beach and Online

3890 Shawnee Ave. • West Palm Beach, FL  33409
561-596-3852

Specialty Fabrics
Quilting & Sewing Fabrics

Notions, Patterns & Threads

In Person Shopping by Appointment
and Shop Online at

www.thequiltedpeacock.net

• Quality Cotton, Beautiful Batiks, Wool, Fat 
Quarters, Kits, Patterns, Books, Notions

• Longarm Quilting Services Available
• Classes in our Large Classroom
• Come in and see our large (125+) collection of 

Wide Back Fabric

FULL SERVICE QUILT SHOP 

561-304-7211 •  www.QuiltABit.com 
2914 South Jog Road, Greenacres, FL 33467 

(NE corner of 10th Ave & Jog Road in Barclay Square Plaza)

Upcoming 
Events

Find us on

 

HOURS:
Mon –Fri 9am to 5pm
Sat 9am to 4pm
Closed Sunday

SPECIAL HOURS:
Closed Nov. 27th, 
Dec. 24th, 25th, 29-30th

Jan. 1st
Nov. 28-29: Colorful Fri & Small 
Business Sat Sale 8am to 5pm

Dec. 26-27: Super Clearance Sale 
50% Off all Clearance Items
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Exclusive Janome Sewing Machine Dealer

Join us for our 
12th Anniversary Celebration!

November 14th – November 15th

Door Prizes
Giveaways

FUN

See our Newsletter on Facebook
www.PamsFabricNook.com • pamsfabricnook@gmail.com 

Hours: Tues - Fri 10-4  • Sat 10-3
9024 S US HWY 1 • Port St Lucie, FL 34952

772-800-3019

Pieces From My Heart 
by Jan Keller 

The Native American Cranberry
With the holidays approaching, my mind went back to a trip we took several 

years ago to Cape Cod. That was all it took to arouse my curiosity about cran-
berries—those beautiful red and tasty-tart delights that are synonymous with 
the coming festivities and family gatherings.  

When John and I drove past the dry bogs, I wondered how they would 
appear when the ripe and ready cranberry bogs were flooded and ready for 
gathering. There were bogs everywhere, and cookbooks were likewise 
plentiful in every gift shop we visited. 

Cranberries reach their peak color and flavor intensity and are ready for har-
vesting between mid-September until around mid-November. A typical harvest 
would be around eight million barrels (each barrel weighs 100 pounds). Besides 
Massachusetts, I learned over half of each year’s crop of cranberries are grown 
in New Jersey, Oregon, Washington and Wisconsin. 

Cranberries are trendy because they’re high in Vitamin C, free of fat and cho-
lesterol, low in calories and sodium, and relatively high in fiber—and just what 
the doctor ordered. Sweet or tart, whole or jellied, in breads, desserts or sauces, 
cranberries are not only healthy, but versatile and tasty. 

The cranberry also played an important part in American history. As one of 
America’s native fruits (along with the Concord grape and the blueberry), cran-
berries were part of the diet of the Native American Indians who lived along the 
Eastern coast and woodlands hundreds of years before the Pilgrims landed. It 
was the Indians who taught our forefathers about the culinary possibilities and 
medicinal properties of the wild cranberry. 

Today, cranberries are available all year long (juiced, 
dried and frozen) and have broken out of their tradi-
tional role as a Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday 
condiment. A trip down the grocery aisles reveals cran-
berry juices, baked goods and mixes, cereals, salad 
dressings, marinades and jellies. 

A favorite cranberry treat is to beat an egg white until 
frothy, roll each in the egg white and then in sugar. Pop 
them on a cookie sheet and put them in the freezer. 
Once frozen, transfer them to a container and put them back in the freezer. When 
you’re needing a bit of a snack, pop the tasty-tart delights into your mouth. YUM! 

Here’s a cranberry recipe that’s perfect for any holiday gathering: 

CROCK POT WILD RICE WITH CRANBERRIES 

1 1/2 cups wild rice, uncooked 28 oz. chicken or vegetable broth 
1 Tablespoon butter, melted 4 oz. sliced mushrooms, undrained 
1/2 teaspoon salt 1/4 teaspoon pepper 
4 green onions, sliced 1/2 cup slivered almonds 
1/2 cup dried cranberries or more to taste  
Mix all ingredients except almonds and cranberries in a crock pot. Cover and 

cook on lor for 4 to 5 hours or until wild rice is tender. Meanwhile, cook al-
monds in an ungreased heavy skillet over medium-low hear for 5 to 7 minutes, 
stirring frequently until they start to brown. Stir the toasted almonds and cran-
berries into the rice mixture. Cover the crock pot again and continue cooking 
on low for 15 minutes.

E n j o y  M o r e  o f  J a n ’ s  C o l u m n s
O R D E R  H E R  B O O K S  T O DAY

Life is like a quilt, pieced together from a 
unique patchwork of memories, friendships, 

 joys, and challenges  In each of these books, 
syndicated columnist Jan Keller is down to 
earth and refreshingly transparent as she 
opens the door to life’s dreams, triumphs 

 and struggles in a heart-warming 
way that will touch you forever  You’ll 

love the way she spins ‘yarns’ that 
weave the pieces of a treasured tapestry into a vivid depiction of life and love 

 SPECIAL OFFER! Order both books for just $25 and SAVE Shipping & Handling!

Mail your order to: Black Sheep Books, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Peyton, CO 80831-8458 

©2025 Jan Keller  No reprint without permission  Jan shares other pieces of her life in her books, 
Pieces From My Crazy Quilt, and The Tie That Binds  These books can be ordered by calling  
719-866-8570, or writing: Black Sheep Books, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Peyton, CO 80831 

Random Acts 
by Maranda Jones

Stages 
Songs get stuck in my head, and sometimes I hear the correct lyrics on repeat 

in my mind. Other times, I make up the lyrics as I go, singing the words that I
think are on key with the verified verses, only to be corrected by my children. 
The kitchen acted as my stage, and today I was certain I had the words right for 
a change as I sang into the spatula. Maybe it is my inability to sing the correct
words and the correct notes that troubles my family most.  

This morning’s song happened to be “The Butterfly Song,” which I learned
from my mom as a little girl. I confidently sang “If I were a butterfly, I’d thank you
Lord for giving me wings” as we got ready for church. This song I know by 
heart. My kids have been singing this song at home and in Sunday School since 
they were young, just like my sister and me. Mom made us a colorful poster for 
our room with the lyrics and the animals. I can still picture the robin, the kanga-
roo, and the fuzzy wuzzy bear that would thank the Lord for his fuzzy wuzzy 
hair. And the crocodile that would thank the Lord for his great smile always 
looked so charming! Although that robin would thank the Lord that he could
sing, I cannot relate to that line of praise. I have never given thanks for my sing-
ing voice, and I am positive no one else has either! It does not stop me from 
singing though, and I just hope that it’s a joyful noise to the Lord even though it
is not one to those around me.

Perhaps I should sing to butterflies since they cannot hear. A flutter of butter-
flies would be the perfect audience for someone like me who loves to sing and
cannot find the way to the right notes. Maybe my lousy sense of direction has 
something to do with my pitch accuracy problems. I just cannot find my way. 
Butterflies could teach me something about this too. They have an impeccable
sense of direction and travel many miles. National Geographic notes that mon-
arch butterflies fly 2,500 miles from the United States and Canada to southern 
California and central Mexico. Billions of butterflies arrive in the mountains of 
Mexico each year, visiting the same forests as their ancestors. 

After the amazing metamorphosis from 
egg to caterpillar to chrysalis and finally to 
adult butterfly, these monarchs need pro-
tection from predators. Their poisonous
bright coloring warns animals not to eat 
them. While the predator will not die from
eating a butterfly, it will feel sick enough to
avoid monarchs in the future. The but-
terflies get toxins from milkweed, their
only food source in the caterpillar stage. As they grow, they gain nutrients by
drinking nectar from milkweed, clover, and goldenrod.

We also go through stages, drinking milk and later eating solid food, necessary 
for our nourishment and protection. We grow and learn “as babies in Christ” 
who are fed “milk, not solid food, because we were not yet able to receive it.” As
we mature, we seek protection in God’s word, develop our senses, and gain 
more understanding. We should be teaching others the elementary truths and 
basic principles of God’s revelation. Hebrews 5:11-14 reminds us of this, just like 
Sunday School songs do. Whether it’s a butterfly thanking the Lord for its wings
or a wiggly worm appreciating its squirm, these spring creatures remind us to
give praise. “I just thank you Father for making me, me.” 

© 2025 Maranda K. Jones 

Maranda Jones’ new book Random Acts
is now available at amazon.com 

TThhee  bbooookk  iinncclluuddeess  hheerr  aaccccllaaiimmeedd  aarrttiicclleess  ffrroomm  tthhee  llaasstt  ddeeccaaddee!!  

Golden Christmas Coins
by Janet M Bair

Chocolate money! How rich we felt as 
children, when my brother and I got gold 
foil-covered chocolate coins in our Christmas 
stockings! We looked forward to those all year. 
There was something magical about having 
money you could eat. We saved them for a while 
too, eating them slowly.

At the time, money held little meaning for 
me. My parents bought what I needed and 
because we lived in the country, there were no 
city display windows to ogle over, and we didn’t 
watch much TV.

With little money or access to stores, I grew 
up making my own Christmas presents and cards. I would make up a puppet show or 
song review for my brother and I to do for our parents. I made small loom pot holders, 
embroidered doilies, and made various Girl Scout projects using natural materials. Who 
needs money when you can make it yourself ?

As a result, I seldom look for expensive items for gifts. Being retired and living on 
a fixed income, my first inclination is to look for an experience our family can share, 
preferably for free. Many local libraries offer holiday concerts, movies or crafts programs 
with no charge. One library near us presents a one-man show of  “A Christmas Carol” 
every year that is very entertaining.

A favorite of  mine is touring the Osborne Homestead Museum (Derby, CT) 
when it is all decorated for Christmas. The local garden clubs each select a room to 
decorate according to a specific theme. Whether it is music, children’s stories, nature 
or “Christmas Around the World” the creativity and talent these groups have shown 
are a delight to see.

We also search for special light displays to visit. One year when we were in Florida 
for Christmas, we took all the grandkids to see a special home that was decorated with 
dozens of  light-up figures outside, complete with a snow machine. A costumed Santa 
and the Grinch welcomed the long line of  guests on their street.  

When we get together with our four grandchildren, I always plan a special craft we 
can do, as well as a cookie baking session. One year I sewed green stockings for each 
child. Then they Mod Podged all sorts of  trims to decorate them to create their own 
individual stockings. We’ve also painted lots of  wooden ornaments with glitter paint 
over the years.

Reading Christmas stories out loud to them is one of  my favorite things to do. To 
me, it is priceless. I also enjoy reading many Christmas novels during the season for 
my own pleasure.

It is easy to get swept away in the high cost of  gift giving in this season. All month I 
keep going back to Matthew 2:11 “And when they (the wise men) were come into the 
house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshiped 
him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.” 

The most important thing is to worship the Savior. Whether we have real gold or 
chocolate “gold,” He simply wants our love and for us to spread His love to others. 
How ever we spend our coins, let us make golden memories with our families and 
friends this year.

.- © Janet M. Bair of  Ansonia, CT. You may contact her at librarybair@hotmail.com

Cowgirl Poet, Quilter, Entertainer 
            Yvonne Hollenbeck 

 

   Her Feet Would Rock a Cradle

Her days were long and lonely when they settled on the range 
on a new and virgin homestead out where everything was strange. 

She’d left her home in Iowa to come with him out West 
and she had to do without so much, but did her level best.  

Not any other woman lived for many miles around; 
the only view she had was of the rolling prairie ground. 

But while her man would toil as the barns and sheds were built, 
her feet would rock a cradle while her hands would piece a quilt.  

She claimed it was her sanity and pleasing to create 
the pretty blocks of patchwork during hours she would wait 

for him to ride the ranges, and would watch ‘till he’d come home 
from a window of their cabin that was built from blocks of loam.  

Then in evening after supper, by a lantern burning low, 
he would read her favorite stories from the Bible she loved so. 

She would piece a “Jacobs Ladder” or a “Star” by oil lights 
and would sew them into blankets for the cold Dakota nights.  

Now the quilts are worn and faded and are packed in her old chest, 
along with other trinkets . . . she has put them all to rest. 

There’s photographs of loved ones and of friends she used to know, 
the little shoes her babies wore, and the Bible she loved so.  

Once more her days are lonely with the children grown and gone 
and it’s been so many years now since her husband has passed on. 
Her mind goes back to days gone by; she wanders without guilt, 

when her feet would rock a cradle while her hands would piece a quilt. 

Writing From Life 
by Jeanette Lukowski  

Wants vs. Needs  
I am at another crossroads in my life. Perhaps you can relate?  
For some time, I’ve been feeling that Change is coming. Big Change. Now, 

the time to decide has arrived. I’m literally waiting for (or is it that I’m dreading?) 
the phone call which will define the next course of action.  

Unlike two of my very dear friends, this call is not coming from the doctor’s 
office, telling me about the test results of whether the cells are cancerous or  
benign. Rather, the matter is regarding another job change—which in my life, 
means another move.  

Recently, I have discovered the value of a Pro / Con list when I’m facing such 
big decisions. Do I apply for a job here or there? Do I purchase this car or that 
car? Do I spend the money to go visit my friend, or do I instead keep the money 
in the savings account where it is accruing pennies in interest? Time is of the 
essence on this particular decision, though; the call will be coming any minute 
(and my publisher has requested my article by today).  

Would you mind if I draw you into my assessment of this decision? Here? 
Now? (Could prove to be embarrassing to me, as the decision and its outcomes 
will be in play by the time you read the article.)  

I don’t really want to move again. But, a move has been on the horizon all of 
this year, as renting my current living space has never been a long-term plan. 
So, whether or not I accept this job, there is likely to be a move before the    
calendar year expires.  

Everyone is in support of me taking the job. Everyone knows how hard I’ve 
been working to pursue a sustainable-job-model post Covid. 

It’s not exactly the top pick of my job-Wants, though. (We all have “The Per-
fect” scenario in our heads, don’t we? Movies, books, and even television shows 
have been built upon that premise.)  

The job does tick off a lot of my Need-list items, though.  
The fears of the unknown are what woke me at four o’clock this morning. 

How many times did I get out of bed between four, and the alarm letting me 
know it is 6:30am? Once for the bathroom (aging bladder). Once to open the 
bedroom window, as the room was stuffy, and the rain had stopped. Once to 
clear my sinus passages. Once for a drink of water. Sadly, none of those activities 
offered the answer to my debate.  

Asking my 28-year-old for help with my decision amounted to: “It’s not what 
you want, but it’s got what you need.”  

That’s the eternal rub of life, is it not? Wants vs. Needs. I know I need food, 
clothing, and shelter. (Water, a balanced diet, and exercise as well, if you ask 
any doctor. Or my mother.) 

This job might make me a minimalist, as the boss suggested a review after 
three months. (Pack light?)    

© Jeanette Lukowski 2023. Jeanette is a mother, grandmother, teacher, and author who lives in Mankato, 
MN. She is inspired by the lives of strong women. Her email address is: writingfromlife@yahoo.com

Order Yvonne’s new book, “A Stitch in Rhyme” at 
www.yvonnehollenbeck.com — just $15 + $3.50 postage.  

 
© Yvonne Hollenbeck; 2023  

Yvonne Hollenbeck, from Clearfield, SD,  performs her original poetry throughout the United States, capti-
vating audiences in her wake.  She is one of the most published cowgirl poets in the West and is not only a 

popular banquet and civic entertainer, but also co-writes songs with many western entertainers. Yvonne 
also pens a weekly column in the “Farmer-Rancher Exchange” and writes articles about life in rural America 

in various publications throughout the West. For more information, visit 
https://www.yvonnehollenbeck.com

Woven Fabric Hot Pads by Deb Heatherly 

Here’s a great project for any time of  year. 
 
Cutting for one hot pad: Finished 7” x 7” 
(12) 4” x 7” strips (6 each of  2 colors OR use 12 different fabrics for a scrappy look.
(1) 7 ” square for backing 
(1) 2 ½” x WOF strip for binding 
(1) 6 ½” square of  Insulbrite 

Directions:
• Fold the 4” x 7” strips in half  and press.                                                            
•  Fold both long edges to the center and press.  

Fold again and press. Strips should be 1” x 7”  
after pressing. 

 

•  On the backing wrong side, find and mark the 
center.

•  Working from the marked center, place 6 folded 
strips as shown. Sew 1/4” from the edge to hold 
them in place. Note: If  using only 2 colors, place 6 
of  the same color. 

•  Slide the 6 ½” square of  insulbrite under the strips.

Optional: If  you weave tightly the insulbrite will not 
show through, but you can add a 6 ½” piece of  fabric, 
right side up, on top of  the insulbrite and under the 
strips if  desired. 

• Weave the remaining 6 strips as shown. Sew ¼” 
from the edge to hold the woven strips in place. 

• Trim and straighten edges as needed. 
• Add binding.

Deb Heatherly is a designer for Creative Grids® rulers and 
the author of  eight popular pattern books.  Creative Grids® 

fans are invited to join her Facebook group, “Grids Girls,” for 
tips and inspiration, and two free mysteries each year. https://

www.facebook.com/groups/770429649800457/. Shop 
Owners are invited to join her group just for you, “Grids Girls 

for Quilt Shop Owners Only” https://www.facebook.com/
groups/273593657256524. Visit Deb’s website at www.

Debscatsnquilts.com.
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2945 W. New Haven Ave.2945 W. New Haven Ave.
W. Melbourne, FL W. Melbourne, FL  

2 miles east of I-95 on Hwy 192 (exit 180)
321-768-2060321-768-2060

      customerservice@sewmuchfun321.com

MonMon: : 9:30-59:30-5
TuesTues: : 12-712-7
WedWed: : 9:30-59:30-5
ThursThurs: : 9:30-59:30-5

FriFri: : 12-712-7
Sat: 10-6Sat: 10-6
Sun: 12-4Sun: 12-4

• • Fabrics from Moda, Andover,Fabrics from Moda, Andover,
Riley Blake, Tilda, Free Spirit, Wilmington & More!Riley Blake, Tilda, Free Spirit, Wilmington & More!

• • Threads from: Glide, Aurifi l, and Wonderfi lThreads from: Glide, Aurifi l, and Wonderfi l
• • Long Arm Edge to Edge QuiltingLong Arm Edge to Edge Quilting

• • Repair and Machine ServicesRepair and Machine Services
• • Classes in our NEW ClassroomClasses in our NEW Classroom
• • Quilting and Garment FabricsQuilting and Garment Fabrics

• • Cork and Decor FabricsCork and Decor Fabrics
• • Rope and Bag Making SuppliesRope and Bag Making Supplies

Florida Space Coast ’s Newest andFlorida Space Coast ’s Newest and
Largest Quilt & Fabric Shop!Largest Quilt & Fabric Shop!

Authorized Dealer/Sewing
Center Service on Site!

SHOP 24/7 Online atSHOP 24/7 Online at
www.SewMuchFun321.comwww.SewMuchFun321.com

Come inCome in
and beand be

INSPIRED!INSPIRED!

“Tis the Season...
This season, skip the busy malls and impersonal 
gifts. Instead, create something truly meaningful 

with your own two hands. A hand-sewn gift is 
a unique, personal expression of care, stitched 
with thought and creativity just for your loved 

one. At Sew Much Fun, we have everything you 
need to start your next project - from cozy double 

lush velvet to festive holiday prints for custom 
stockings and table runners. Our staff is here to 
help you find the perfect materials and patterns 
to make this a holiday of handmade memories.” 

From our family to yours,
Beth and Kelley


