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Mary Esther, Milton, Panama City, Pensacola

Facebook Live or App Events
Mondays 3:30 pm..............................................................................................Quilted Twins (pg. 11) 
Mon-Sat 5:30 pm........................................................................................... Quilts and Lace (pg. 26) 
Tuesdays 6 pm............................................................................... Inspire Quilting & Sewing (pg. 15) 
Wednesdays 7 pm........................................................................................... Crafty Quilters (pg. 14)
Thursdays 10 am.............................................................................................Miss D’s Quilts (pg. 23)
Fridays 9 am.............................................................................................Boutique 4 Quilters (pg. 28)
Fridays 3:30 pm.................................................................................................Quilted Twins (pg. 11) 
Fridays 5 pm...........................................................................................Sweet Darling Quilts (pg. 16)

September
Aug 28-3................. Scorching End of Summer Sale at Margie’s Sew Much Fun in Crestview (pg. 4)
1-30..................................... Bernina Trade In Month at Margie’s Sew Much Fun in Crestview (pg. 4)
3-7.....................Ryan’s Cases for Miles of Smiles at Inspire Quilting & Sewing in Plant City (pg. 15)
4-Oct 1................................Kangaroo Sewing Furniture Sale at Sew ‘N Quilt Co in Holly Hill (pg. 24)
13-14.............................Circle of Creativity Husqvarna Viking Event at Scrap & Sew in Lutz (pg. 17)
17-21................................................................Fabric Sale at Brick City Cross Stitch in Ocala (pg. 5)
19-21......................................QuiltFest at Prime Osborn Convention Center in Jacksonville (pg. 21)
19-21................................3-Day Handi Quilter Event at Jax Quilt Show with Miss D’s Quilts (pg. 23)
23-Oct 19.......................... Big Blowout Sale at Bee’s Quilt Shop and Studio in St Augustine (pg. 22)
27-28....New Ownership & Holiday Kick Off Event at Inspire Quilting & Sewing in Plant City (pg. 15)

October 
5................... Visit Front Porch Quilt Shoppe at Claybank Jamboree Quilt Show in Ozark, AL (pg. 4)
7-10......Florida Sewing Sew-Ciety Annual Conf at Lake Yale Baptist Conf Cntr in Leesburg (pg. 10)
12........................................ Super Saturday Bernina Sale at Stitcher’s Quest in Mary Esther (pg. 3)
12..........................Airing of the Quilts Festival at Gee’s Bend Welcome Center in Boykin, AL (pg. 4)
18.... Kimberbell Gingerbread Christmas Embroidery Event at Quilts and Lace in Melbourne (pg. 26)
22-26......................................................... Pattern Special at Brick City Cross Stitch in Ocala (pg. 5)
24-26......................................... 3 Day Stitching Retreat with Brick City Cross Stitch in Ocala (pg. 5)

November
15-16... Quilters’ Workshop of Tampa Bay Quilt Show at Higgins Hall in Tampa www.quiltersworkshoptampa.org
15-16..................................... 41st Fantastic Quilt Show at the Venetian Center in Leesburg (pg. 10)
15-16........... Suncoast Quilt Expo at Harvest United Methodist Church in Lakewood Ranch (pg. 18)
22-Dec 7.............................Visit the participating shops during the Central Florida Shop Hop (pg. 9)

January 2025
31-Feb 1..........Celebration of Color Quilt Show at First Presbyterian Church in Lake Placid (pg. 14)

February 2025
4-6........................Harbor Hookin’ at Charlotte Harbor Event & Conf Center in Punta Gorda (pg. 20)
7-8....................... Vero Beach Quilt Show at Indian River County Fairground in Vero Beach (pg. 26)
14-15.....Mid Pinellas Quilt Show at Seminole Rec Cntr in Seminole www.midpinellasquiltshow.com
14-15.......Quilts From the Heart Quilt Show at Central Panhandle Fairground in Panama City (pg. 3)

Just A Note...

Visit www.facebook.com/TheFloridaRegister
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Amy & David

USA
Arizona: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ 85085, 602-942-8950
Arkansas: Richard and Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597
California: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ 85085, 602-942-8950
Colorado: Jan & John Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Falcon, CO 80831-8458, 719-866-8570
Connecticut: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Delaware: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Florida: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Georgia: Linda Parish, P.O. Box 389, Lexington, GA, 30648, 706-340-1049
Idaho (N): Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Idaho (S) WA & E. OR: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix AZ 85085, 602-942-8950
Illinois: Richard and Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597
Indiana: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Iowa: Linda Glendy, P.O. Box 6, Tama, IA, 52339, 641-751-2619
Kansas: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Maine: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399 
Maryland: Kim Keller, 2920 144th Ave. NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304, 763-754-1661
Massachusetts: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Michigan: Leslie Howell, 2875 Dunkirk Dr., Saginaw, MI, 48603, 989-751-8860
Minnesota: Kim Keller, 2920 144th Ave. NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304, 763-754-1661
Missouri: Richard and Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597
Montana: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Nebraska: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Nevada (N): Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ 85085, 602-942-8950
Nevada (S): Glena Dunn, 4568 Carol Circle, Las Vegas, NV, 89120, 702-523-1803 
New Hampshire: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399
New Jersey: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
New Mexico: Jan & John Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Falcon, CO 80831-8458, 719-866-8570
N. Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ 85085, 602-942-8950
North Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Ohio: Barb Moore, P. O. Box 37, Cable, OH, 43009, 937-652-1157
Oklahoma: Richard and Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597
Oregon: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Pennsylvania: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Rhode Island: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
S. Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ 85085, 602-942-8950
South Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
Texas: Richard and Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597 
Vermont: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399
Virginia: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Washington: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181
West Virginia: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Wisconsin: Scott & Jennifer Hughes, P. O. Box 276, Altoona, WI, 54720, 715-838-9426
Wyoming: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181

CANADA
Alberta: Marcy Horswill, Suite 114, 919 Centre St. NW, Calgary, AB T2E 2P6, 587-585-3545
British Columbia: Marcy Horswill, Suite 114, 919 Centre St. NW, Calgary, AB T2E 2P6, 587-585-3545
Manitoba & Saskatchewan: Kirby & Colleen Gust, Box 801, White City, SK, S4L 5B1, 306-585-0274
Ontario: Harriet Ramos, 103-575 Lacolle Way, Orleans, ON K2A 5B6, 613-612-8465

Publisher Contact Numbers Across the USA & Canada
The Country Register is a network of independently owned and published specialty newspapers 

for the consumer who enjoys outstanding shopping, events, excursions and specialty classes. 
Look for the paper in your travels or for the current issue online. 

For additional information, visit www.countryregister.com

Don’t you just love Fall! Our advertisers are ready to help you bring in the new 
season! If you are looking for a fall/holiday project to work on, need seasonal 
décor for your home, gifts, or a little something for yourself — you’ll find it within 
these pages. 

Have fun exploring the 
shows and shops holding 
special events that are 
summarized in our Shows 
& Events Listing — mark 
your calendar now for all 
these great Fall happenings! 

Please be sure to visit 
our Facebook page and like 
us. We post lots of updates 
about shops and events, plus we welcome reader comments and interaction. When 
you visit our website, you can find links to our advertisers’ web sites, view the 
current shows and events listing, register to win a $25 gift certificate to your 
favorite advertiser’s shop and subscribe to the paper. 

We do ask that you please let the shop owners know that you saw their ad in our 
publication - it is extremely important! Advertisers want to know that their ad in 
our paper is effective, and they like it when you mention you saw their ad. Without 
the advertisers, our publication wouldn’t be possible, so they need to know the 
paper is working for them. Also, feel free to pick up extra copies of the paper for 
your friends … we would love for you to share it with them. 

If you know a shop that should be advertising in the paper, please let us know 
(via email, phone, or mail). We are always looking for new shops to add to our list 
of great advertisers. 

Would your group or guild like to receive FREE COPIES of each issue? Just 
send an email to amy@theregisterweb.com or call 1-866-825-9217. Let us know 
how many copies (25 minimum) and a street mailing address.

Summer flew by for our family! Rachel was able to make it home to Georgia from 
Colorado a couple times for short visits which included interviewing at several 
hospitals in the region. She will graduate in December with her Anesthesiologist 
Assistant degree. Grace worked a lot at a local restaurant during the summer and 
made quite a bit of money! She is living in the Chi-O sorority house this fall at 
UGA (her sophomore year).  

We wish you wonderful SHOPPING as Fall begins. Don’t forget to use our 
publication as your road map.

Amy, Grace, Rachel and David

November/December events due by October 1

Mail a check for $25 with your event info to the address at the top of page 2.

Shows & Events

Tell your favorite 
shop that you saw 

 them in 
The 

Florida 
Register!

 

The MOST 100% cotton, premium  
quilting fabric in Florida 

 
Largest selection of Batiks 

100s of panels 
Wide Selection of Wide backs 

Patterns and Books 
Full line of sewing and quilting notions 

 
Available online and in the store 

 
Free Shipping on all USA orders over $100 

 
 
 

 
 
 

923 N. New Warrington Rd 
Pensacola, FL 32506-4250 

850-455-0112 
www.aandefabrics.com 
Mon – Sat 10 am – 5 pm 

 

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION COUPON 
Up to 25% off Fabric Purchase 

Code:  FLREG23JULY 
$25 max value. One time use per customer. Use in 

store or online. Normal exclusions apply. One discount 
per purchase. 

Valid: 7/1/23 – 8/30/23 

923 N. New Warrington Rd
Pensacola, FL 32506-4250

850-455-0112  
www.aandefabrics.com

Mon–Sat 10am–5pm

FLreg24Sept

9/1-10/31/24

2024 #1 Local Quilt Shop in Florida

St. Andrew Bay Quilter’s Guild

“Quilts From the Heart” Quilt Show
   February 14 & 15, 2025

Location: Central Panhandle Fairgrounds
2230 15th St, Panama City, FL 32405 

Day and night guild meetings available.
Visit our website for meeting times.

 www.sabqg.org

Win A $25 Gift Certificate 
We give away a $25 Gift Certificate each issue to redeem at a local 

advertiser’s shop!  You can register online at www.theregisterweb.com  
with the link “Register to Win” or complete the form (photocopy is acceptable) 

and mail to: P.O. Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028.  
Please also include a favorite recipe, quote, tip or a craft project  

you want to share with other readers.
The drawing will be made prior to the next issue. The winner will be mailed 

information on redeeming their certificate and also announced in the next issue.  
Note: We do not place your information on any mailing list.

And the Winner is...And the Winner is...
Our winner from last issue is Peggy Dehli. Peggy will receive a gift 
certificate to spend at Cedar Valley Crafts in Englewood. She enjoys 
this shop because “they are extremely friendly and helpful. They go 

out of their way to help you.” Congrats Peggy!

The Florida Register Gift Certificate Entry Form
ALL ITEMS MUST BE COMPLETED TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE PRIZE DRAWING

Name________________________________________________________________________
Street___________________________ City___________________State_____ Zip_ __________
Phone_ _________________________________ Email_________________________________
My favorite advertiser in this issue is:________________________________________________
I enjoy visiting this shop because:__________________________________________________
Please tell us about a local business you’d like to see advertising in The Florida Register.
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

5201-B Dogwood Drive, Milton, FL 32570  
850-665-4599 • www.mysewingbarn.com

Great Selection of Fabric - including full lines,
Batting, Notions, Pre-Cuts, Panels & More!

Classes for ALL Levels
Private Sewing Lessons Available

The Only Fabric Shop in Santa Rosa County!

$5 OFF for First Time Visitors

I love all things tea and all things writing. So, years ago,
when I received a call from the editor of  TEA: A Magazine
to write an article, I was doubly excited.

“I have a tea shop I need written up for my next issue,”
she said. “Are you interested?”

Interested? Of  course! Who wouldn’t want to be published
in this prestigious magazine?

It would require a trip to Whidbey Island, about an hour’s drive and ferry trip away,
and would need to be completed in three weeks. It sounded appealing. But the day
before, I learned our daughter had developed problems in her last trimester of  pregnancy
and was put on bed rest. She needed my help with meals, housework and caring for
her two-year-old son. Though I love all things tea and writing, they can’t always be my
priority.

I paused and swallowed hard. “I would love to write the article,” I said. “But I can’t
at this time.” I explained my situation and asked her to keep me in mind for future
writing.

My daughter was my priori-TEA. I knew I had made the right decision. Even so,
during the next weeks, I kept thinking about the assignment I had declined and wished
I could have accepted it.

After the birth of  our second grandson, Alex, a healthy baby boy, my daughter was
on her feet again. To my surprise, I received an email from the same editor. “I didn’t
publish the piece on the tea shop yet. Could you write it now?”

I smiled. The timing was perfect. I sensed God had honored my priority towards my
family and had saved the assignment for me. Now I did have time to make tea and
writing a priori-TEA.

My husband and I enjoyed our trip to Whidbey Island to visit Anna’s Tea Room,
which was new to us. We received a warm Victorian welcome from the proprietor,
who was eager to tell us about the tea shop while we sipped delicious blends of  tea. I
enjoyed a black flavored tea while my husband sipped an autumn blend that combined
Earl Grey and apricot teas. We also sampled tasty foods, including a decadent chocolate
dessert.

I returned home eager to share my warm memories with readers.
When the copy of  TEA: A Magazine* with my article arrived, I was thrilled. The

background palette for my two-page spread used my favorite pastel colors—pink,
periwinkle, and blue. It looked so beautiful, and I felt gratified to see my priori-TEAS
rewarded.

My husband and I returned to Anna’s Tea Room several times over the next years
and took our granddaughter Clara there for a tea outing. “It’s so fancy,” Clara said as
she touched the lace curtains.

During our last visit, we sadly learned that Anna’s Tea Room was closing. However,
the owner generously shared her recipe for the rich chocolate dessert on her menu.
I’ve included the recipe for Chocolate Satin Pie for you to enjoy. When I serve it, my
tastebuds dance and I’m reminded of  the time God rewarded my priori-TEAS.

*This magazine was published from 1994 to 2012 and I had the joy of  writing for it
several times.

 –Lydia E. Harris is a tea enthusiast and the author of  three books for grandparents:
GRAND Moments: Devotions Inspired by Grandkids, In the Kitchen with Grandma:

Stirring Up Tasty Memories Together, and Preparing My Heart for Grandparenting, all
available anywhere books are sold.

A Cup of Tea with Lydia
by Lydia E. HarrisPriori-TEAS

From Lydia’s Recipe File:
Chocolate Satin Pie

Ingredients:
1 ready-made 9-inch pie crust
Pie Filling
1 12-oz. can evaporated milk
Directions:
1. In a medium-sized saucepan, combine the milk and egg yolks. Cook over medium
heat, stirring constantly with a wooden spoon, until the mixture thickens. Do not
boil.
2. Remove from heat and stir in chocolate chips. Stir until melted and combined.
2. Cool filling. Then pour it into the pie crust and chill for several hours or until
thickened.
3. When ready to serve, top with whipped cream.
4. If  desired, garnish with nuts, shaved chocolate, or swirls of  chocolate syrup. Or
for the holidays, top with crushed candy canes.
Serves 8 to 10

2 large egg yolks, beaten
2 cups semisweet chocolate chips
(12 oz. bag)

KISSed Quilts
Time for a Positive Attitude

by Marlene Oddie

If  you haven’t had breast cancer yourself, you
probably know a family member or friend that has
been through this experience. My mother is almost
a 20 yr survivor. I am so grateful to still have her
in my life. October is Breast Cancer Awareness
month. When given the opportunity to participate
in a Pink-tober event, I designed this Positive
Attitude quilt to remind us all, no matter the
occasion, having a positive attitude is always a good
thing.

This was originally made up in the Positively Pink
collection from Island Batik (top). I started with a
10” square stack and added a background fabric
to mix in with the low volume prints. Strategic
placement of  the low volume pink fabrics made
for a subtle symmetrical design in the background.

I’ve also made it up in the Benartex collection
by Christa Watson called Stitchy (bottom). This is
a large collection with several low volume fabrics
which begged for a scrappy background. Creating
a strata of  five fabrics with the same motif  and
ordering them in a reverse rainbow for the outer
border gives it an extra glow.

There are so many possibilities with this design.
The key is to maintain a contrast between the
background and the plus symbols. Within the plus symbols there is medium and dark
values to show smaller plus signs.

As we draw attention to Breast Cancer Awareness month—don’t forget to do monthly
self  exams and get your mammogram annually. Positive Attitude patterns available at
www.kissedquilts.com.

Happy Stitching!

-Marlene Oddie (marlene@kissedquilts.com) is an engineer by education, project
manager by profession and now a quilter by passion in Grand Coulee, WA at

her quilt shop, KISSed Quilts. She quilts for hire on a Gammill Optimum
Plus, but especially enjoys designing quilts and assisting in the creation of  a

meaningful treasure for the recipient. Fabric, patterns, kits and templates are
available at http://www.kissedquilts.com. Follow Marlene’s adventures via

http://www.facebook.com/kissedquilts and https://www.instagram.com/marlene.kissedquilts

BERNINA Authorized Dealer 
with Certified BERNINA Technician

Inside 
Santa Rosa Mall!

300 Mary Esther Blvd., Mary Esther, FL 32569 • 850-864-4555    
www.stitchersquest.com • Mon-Thurs 10-5 • Fri-Sat 10-4   

Fabric • Classes • Shop in-store or online
Bernina Sewing Machines, Service & Repair
Large selection of Coastal Prints & Batiks

Contact us for complete details and to register!

Travel with us...departure from Panama City Beach  
and Fort Walton Beach

4 nights at Drury Inn, Paducah, KY
1 night at Gaylord Opryland Hotel, Nashville, TN

Motorcoach Transportation • Admission to AQS Quilt 
Show & National Quilt Museum PLUS MORE!
Ask about Quilt Guild Incentive for groups!

12
SATURDAY

3.99% APR for 72 MONTHS†

On in-store purchases of $4,000 or more made with
your BERNINA Credit Card. Participating Dealers only.

72 fixed monthly payments required.

S U P E R

O
C

T

One day only! Round Trip Transportation by Motorcoach - Early departure April 22 (time TBA)
     Trip origin and drop-off points from Fort Walton Beach & Northwest Florida TBA
                            

4 nights accommodation at Drury Inn, Paducah, KY
          Daily Hot Breakfast
          Daily 5:30 - 7 p.m. Kickback Social with hot food and cold beverages
                  *Due to state and local law, alcoholic beverages require a nominal charge

Daily Shuttle service to and from Quilt Show at Paducah-McCracken 
         County Convention & Expo Center
1 Night Accommodation at Gaylord Opryland Hotel, Nashville, TN
Bag Transfer on arrival and departure of hotels - 1 bag per person
Multi-Day Admission to AQS Quilt Show and National Quilt Museum
Escorted by Stitcher’s Quest Creative Sewing Center
Souvenir Goody Bag from Stitcher’s Quest

Register by August 31 bonus: Entry in drawing of $100 Gift Card from Stitcher’s Quest
Quilt Guild Incentive:  Guilds with 10 or more paid participants will receive $500 Donation from Travel Quest.

 

           

INCLUDED IN YOUR RESERVATION:

Dates of Travel

April 22-27, 2025

Paducah, KY

Booking, Payment, and Cancellation Policy:
In order to confirm your reservation, a non-refundable deposit of $150 per person is required. Deposit is first payment of
total.   50% of total due by November 1, 2024 and 100% due by January 15, 2025. No new reservations can be accepted
after October 15.  Monthly payments of $100 can be made with final payment due by January 15, 2025.  Cancellation after
January 15, 2025 incurs 50% penalty.  No refund on cancellations after February 15, 2025.  Checks are preferred for all
payments.  Credit card payments will incur 3% processing fee.  
Checks can be mailed to Travel Quest LLC, 300 Mary Esther Blvd, Ste 91, Mary Esther, FL  32569.
Travel Insurance is recommended - purchase from insurer of choice.

 Trip Cost:  $1350 per person - Double Occupancy
Minimum to Travel:  34 participants

Travel Quest reserves the right to cancel and fully refund if less than 34 participants are booked by October 15

Travel package offered by
Travel Quest LLC

Florida Seller of Travel
No. ST45082

Trip sponsored by

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Registration for Paducah 2025

Name__________________________Roommate ____________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________  Phone ________________

E-Mail _________________________________________________   Guild (only 1) _____________________

Deposit $__________ cc x-________/Ck#________ Date ____________  Make Checks to Travel Quest LLC

I have read and understand the payment and cancellation policy.

Signature ____________________________________________

 Register for classes at:
https://www.americanquilter.com
Bus departs Paducah on Saturday

after noon.  Do not plan for a
Saturday afternoon class.
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Crestview, DeFuniak Springs, Marianna plus Alabama Chiefland, Crystal River, Lake City, Ocala

4411 Constitution Lane
Marianna, FL  32448

Tues-Wed 9-5   Thurs-Fri 10-6   Sat 9-3
850-317-7770

SHOP ANYTIME AT www.cookiesfabrics.com

Classes, Fabrics, 
Books, Kits, Notions,

Arrow Sewing Cabinets &
Special Monthly Subscriptions

Machine Technician: 
Servicing All Types of Machines

199 US Hwy 231 North • Ozark, AL 36360
334-445-3521

www.frontporchquiltshoppe.com
Hours: Mon–Fri 10–5 • Sat 10–2

20% off Your Yardage Purchase 
with this Ad! Expires 10/31/24

Front Porch Quilt Shoppe
199 US Hwy 231 North

Ozark, AL  36360
334-445-3521

www.frontporchquiltshoppe.com

Variety of Classes • Quilt Group meetings
Fabrics, Patterns, Notions & DMC Floss • Machine Quilting available

Hours:

Mon.-Sat.

10am-5pm

©TCR 2013

20% OFF your Yardage Purchase with this Ad!
Exp. 8/31/15

Begin your New Year with 
a visit to our shop!Happy Birthday to us!

Celebrating 25 Years

Front Porch Quilt Shoppe
199 US Hwy 231 North

Ozark, AL  36360
334-445-3521

www.frontporchquiltshoppe.com

Variety of Classes • Quilt Group meetings
Fabrics, Patterns, Notions & DMC Floss • Machine Quilting available

Hours:

Mon.-Sat.

10am-5pm

©TCR 2013

20% OFF your Yardage Purchase with this Ad!
Exp. 8/31/15

Begin your New Year with 
a visit to our shop!Variety of Classes • Quilt Group Meetings

Fabrics • Books • Patterns • Notions
Claybank Jamboree Quilt Show Oct 5

9-4 at the Holman House on Broad St.• Preview Date Sept 29 5:30-8pm

8085 State Highway 83 N
DeFuniak Springs, FL  32433

850-974-1295
www.ohsewkountry.comFabric

Notions
Classes

Bags
& much more!!

The ONLY
Quilt Shop
in Walton

County

NOW 
OPEN

WED-SUN 9-6
Veteran Family
Owned Business

Rise & Shine it’s
Quilting Time!
New Arrivals

Daily!

10% Off 
Expires 10/31/24 

YN4P4

Now Offering LongarmNow Offering Longarm
                   Rental!                   Rental!

938 N. Ferdon Blvd.
Crestview, FL  32536

Shop Anytime at
www.stitchbystitchfb.com

850-331-2206
M-F 9-7, Sat 9-5, Sun Closed

Celebrating 1 year!
Quilting & Sewing

Supply Store!
Fabric • Notions • Classes

Memory & Commission Quilts
And Much More!

Long Arm Services with under Long Arm Services with under 
2 week turnaround time!2 week turnaround time!

Celebrating 1 year!

11050 NW 10th Ave. • Chie� and, FL 32626
352-493-2801 • Levyquilts@gmail.com 

http://levycountyquiltmuseum.org

Open Tuesday – Saturday from 10am to 3pm
Quilts, fabric & other handmade items for sale!
Come see Sieglinde Schoen Smith’s collection 

permanently on display!

Find us on Facebook: levy-county-quilt-museum

OVER 7000 BOLTS of quality fabrics • Specialty books, tools 
& threads • Large variety of embellishments • Unique gifts, art 

supplies, education in the shop and on the road.

4136 West US Highway 90
Lake City, FL 32055

Phone: 386-755-0179   Toll Free: 877-755-0179
Fax: 386-755-8530

barbie@fabricartshop.com
www.fabricartshop.com

May You Be Moved to Create!

THE FIRST QUILT SHOP IN NORTH FLORIDA OFF I-75 
    EXIT 427, west 1/2 mile, on left in Swanson Plaza,

purple building in rear.

A specialty fi ber art store to provide you with
 items to make your most wonderful creations!

May You Be Moved to Create!

Join us for lots of fi ber art, quilting, jewelry, sewing, embroidery classes: 
Check out the class listing with pictures on fabricartshop.com.

New Hours: 
Mon-Thur 10-5 

Fri-Sat 10-4 • Sun 1-4

JANOME, FLORIANI, 
WONDERFIL, EDIEBARB Designs 

& EASY GLIDE Tools.

Shop in your 
jammies on our 
website. Most 

everything there.

New Ruler
Work Classes 
with Certifi ed 

Instructor 
Barbie

supplies, education in the shop and on the road.

Phone: 386-755-0179   Toll Free: 877-755-0179

Everything is on Sale!

Brick City Cross Stitch, Inc.Brick City Cross Stitch, Inc.

Sept 17-21: 50% OFF Selected Fabrics
Oct 22-26: Selected Patterns Buy 1 Get 1 FREE
Oct 24-26: 3 Day Stitching Retreat - call shop for info

Over 400 solid and hand-dyed fabrics, specialty fibers, Anchor/DMC, Notions

Six Gun Shopping Plaza • 4901 E. Silver Springs Blvd., # 606, Ocala, FL
352-629-2991 • 877-754-2911• www.brickcitycrossstitch.com352-629-2991 • 877-754-2911• www.brickcitycrossstitch.com

Hours: Hours: Tuesday–Saturday 10am–4pm

Join us 
for these 

events!

Open stitching at the shop 
every day from 10 am - 4 pm

QUILT DISPLAYS & SALES .  WORKSHOPS
GUIDED TOURS  .  EXHIBITIONS  .  MUSIC . FOOD

Join the Gee’s Bend community in this annual celebration 
of its generations-old quiltmaking tradition

Saturday . October 12 . 2024

ORGANIZING 
SPONSORS

www. airingofthequilts . org

Gee’s Bend Welcome Center . Boykin, AL 36723

SCAN to learn more

Building Harmony by Jeff  Cappis

Renee vs The Rock
Never give up. Always turn adversity into triumph!

Every disaster holds opportunity.
You may have heard me mention a neighbor of  ours

named Renee. He’s a strapping six-foot six man: big
hands; blue eyes; a French air force pilot who retired
young and settled out here next to the mountains. He
decided to live the single life in the country to get away
from all the romantic entanglements he’d been through.
Situations, he said, he found scarier than flying in a war.
The country life does seem to agree with him. I’ve always
found him to be a friendly neighbor.

A few years ago, people started to put up driveway gates in our neighborhood. They
were practical at first, for security. Over time though, they’ve become somewhat trendier.
To fit in, Renee decided to build the kind of  gate that best suited him - big and solid.
It guarded a lovely winding driveway that led down to his house.

For weeks there were cutting, grinding, banging and welding noises coming from his
acreage. Then he had his equipment at the end of  his driveway placing a 6-ton boulder
with a crane. Was going to be a monster. The entire neighborhood waited in anticipation.

One warm morning, the noise suddenly stopped. People from up and down the
road slowly came to investigate. We all gathered in front of  the most stunning gates
any of  us had ever seen.

They were black solid steel with wrought iron spiral design pickets; hung on massive,
stylish posts. The stonework was exquisite. This gate was solid enough to stop a bull
dozer. It was solar powered, had hidden cameras and an intercom system. On each
gate hung Renee’s family coat of  arms from his native France. (You should see the way
this thing lights up at night) The whole thing was offset by a very large boulder on the
right side. It was fairly flat faced, stood about 9 feet out of  the ground. When we all
got there, Renee was just putting in the last screw.

I could tell he was flattered by the attention and enjoyed telling everyone about how
he built his gate. The fascinating part was the struggle he had putting up that rock.
He’d hand-picked it, and had it delivered by semi. A large crane stood it upright and
into the hole he’d prepared. It was oriented to catch just the right sun throughout the
day. We were all impressed.

He boldly explained the complexities of  moving and working with such a boulder.
It weighed tons and needed to be placed in a very large hole. This operation took a
crane taller than his house, but it was worth it because the rock represented him:
steady and solid. Always there. Always enduring. Unmissable. It was a challenge, but
Renee beat the boulder. It stands as a monument to man’s ingenuity. As he told this
story, he reached into his pocket and pulled out a remote control.

“Now,” he said, “it is done.” With that, he pushed the button and the gate slowly
swung open behind him. “I am proud to ‘ave built this fine gate. I am happy you like
it.” The gate kept opening. “De hole thing was fun, but somewhat of  a struggle.” The
gate was almost fully open. “I learned a lot doing this thing and can say I am better for
it.” The gate kept on opening until it hit the boulder. “I consider this a great victory!”

Well, the ground was soft from the rain two nights before and that boulder started
to lean back. Slowly at first, until it popped out of  its hole... and headed down the hill
towards Renee’s house! Renee (seeing the look in our eyes), turned around just in time
to see the boulder disappear down the hill.

We all ran over and looked down. The boulder was traveling down the hill like an out
of  control toboggan and looked like it was going to land in his living room! Some
covered their eyes. Renee’s jaw dropped to his belt buckle. I winced. We all braced for
the noise. There was a large cloud of  dust... then nothing.

The dust slowly drifted off. Nobody blinked. Miraculously, the boulder stopped
mere inches from his deck and lay perfectly flat. Actually, it looked great there!

All is well in the end. The gate works perfectly and still looks great. Renee has placed
a quaint table and chairs on the rock with just the right lighting, plants and grass all
around it. It’s become his favorite spot for watching the stars at night, with his romantic
entanglements.

Never give up. Always turn adversity into triumph! Every disaster holds opportunity.

-© Jeff  Cappis 2024 jcappis@telus.net

Savoring Fall’s Pleasures by Janet M Bair
I’ve been seeing signs of  fall since July when fall

decorations arrived in the stores. I love fall but I like to let
summer linger as long as possible. I don’t put my lawn chair
indoors until the first snow in December.

Fall is a great time for brainstorming new ideas for poems,
stories or articles while walking on a deserted beach. With
the summer crowds gone, it’s fun to leisurely look for
seashells while my husband is birdwatching. One of  my
favorite places for that is the Cape Cod National Seashore.
Off-season at any beach resort is usually cheaper and has less traffic.

Although I am reluctant to let summer go, there are many things to look forward to
in fall. A local Apple Festival held on the town green near us is a fun time to view
crafters as well as eat hot apple crisp. Depending on the day, it can still feel like summer
or have just the right chill in the air.

We are fortunate to have a local cider mill close by which makes the best apple cider
and apple cider donuts around. They offer “pick your own apples” on the weekends.
The smell of  cinnamon and apples wafts through the screen door of  their shop even
before you enter. Waiting in line for your donut is a pleasure just for the opportunity
to breathe in “fall.”

Also, near us is a “pick your own” pumpkin farm which has a gorgeous view of  the
fall foliage from the top of  their hill. After selecting my pumpkin, I use it for a decoration
for a while before I cook it up. My husband processes it in the food processor and
then I am ready to make pumpkin bread. Last year we had so much butternut squash
from our garden, I don’t think I bothered to buy a pumpkin. Butternut squash works
just as well in pumpkin recipes, at least it did for pumpkin bread.

Fall is when cranberries are harvested and cranberry English muffins appear in the
stores as well as cranberry muffins. I usually end up making an apple pie in the fall too.
Homemade pies taste so much better than store bought and are much cheaper.

Autumn is also the nicest time to go on leaf  crunching walks in the woods. As soon
as our New England leaves start changing colors, I like to go for a walk at a local park
that has a waterfall and a red covered bridge. I love watching the golden, red, and
orange leaves swirl around us, nearly covering the trails.

There are a variety of  small-town Country Fairs held each weekend in autumn. One
of  my favorites is the Durham Fair, Connecticut’s largest agricultural fair. There are
three animal barns, with cows, pigs, sheep, goats and bunnies. Having had several pet
rabbits over the years, the bunnies are my favorites. This fair has lots of  them in a
huge variety of  breeds.

Whether you like to see the flower displays, showing off  the largest sunflower entered
that year or the quilts that are real labors of  love, there is something for everyone to
see at these fairs. From tractor pulls, demolition derby, and fair rides to the largest
pumpkin grown in the summer which reached nearly a ton, this fair is a full day affair.
Lots of  music on several stages plus food booths all throughout the fairgrounds, you
can literally eat your way through the day. If  you walk as you eat, maybe the calories
don’t count?!

Wherever you live, take time this fall to search out a new trail or path to walk on, try
a treat from a new shop and savor one of  the many flavors of  fall. This season is
fleeting; you don’t want to miss it.

“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven…
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted.” Ecclesiastes 3:1-2

- © Janet M. Bair of  Ansonia, CT. You may contact her at librarybair@hotmail.com

Stories of a Farm Wife
Autumn Sights and Smells

by Tammy Page

If  you don't get to experience the autumn
seasonal changes in your part of  the United States,
you're missing out on some spectacular and
beautiful sights and smells. Around early
September in Indiana, I can feel a change in the
air from hot and muggy with 90% humidity to
temps in the 70's with a dramatic drop in the
humidity. The heaviness of  the air has begun to
be lifted and we can all breathe a little easier.

The Friday night football games are the best with
temperatures in the 60's where all I need is a sweatshirt to ward off  the chill in the air.
There's nothing like the coolness on my face from an autumn breeze while I sit in the
high school bleachers cheering on my grandchildren on the field. The smell of  hot
buttered popcorn drifts out of  the concession stand and makes its way to where we
are sitting. The scent of  hot chocolate fills our nostrils as the air gets colder and we sit
a little closer. The colorful, fallen leaves have started to dry up and you can hear them
crumble under the fans feet as they make their way around the field to the stands.

The vibrant colors in Indiana are the brightest of  bright. Sometimes so bright they
startle you as you come around a bend in the road and see them for the first time.
Vivid reds, burgundy's, oranges and golds adorn the country roadsides and pastures
making a magnificent sight. Last fall I stopped on my way to work when a misty dew
was still on the bean fields and took a picture of  the tree-lined edge of  my son-in-law’s
field where the trees displayed their peak colors. What a gorgeous sight it was! I've also
paused on my way home to take a picture of  the golden, orange sunset with the tall
trees behind it. I'm sure I am not the only one who has stopped to take pictures of
these eye-catching sights. At the same time the leaves are changing colors, the bean
and corn fields are being harvested. Even the colors and smells of  the dried crops are
unique. They smell of  clean, fresh grain and cannot be easily described. The golden
glow of  the ears of  corn peak out from under the shucks as they are ready to be
combined. And, when you stop to think about how many people the harvest will feed,
it makes it even more special. The light brown dust can be seen for miles at times as
the combine makes its way down each row. Many late nights, lights from the combines
and tractors can be seen against the dark skies as the farmers try to get as much done
as they can before the next rainfall.

As the last glimpse of  color is left in the leaves and the limbs on the oaks are empty,
I can still enjoy the autumn colors I've added to the inside and outside of  my home
especially when there is a never-ending bowl of  sweet candy corn and peanuts on my
coffee table-my husband’s favorite!

–© 2024 Tammy Page writes from her family farm in Indiana.

From Tammy’s Recipe Box
Candy Corn Trail Mix

Mix 2 bags of  candy corn and 2 jars of  honey roasted peanuts (you can use
salted peanuts too) to make a habit-forming craving of  this autumn treat. Be
ready to buy more because it goes quick!

.

Stories of a Farm Wife
Retirement: Getting Used to It

by Tammy Page

After 30 years of  working I am officially retired. I'm just a rookie at this since it's
only been two weeks. I've worked in various public service positions where each one
was stressful, unique yet rewarding. In positions where you're always helping others,
you forget how to take care of  yourself  and need to re-train your brain to adjust to
retirement.

My friends and family who have already retired have told me "you'll get used to it."
Used to not feeling guilty for less money going into my bank account, used to not
having a set schedule every day where the alarm rings every morning at 6:30, used to
going to bed when you want instead of  when you have to, used to not having to dress
in business attire and able to wear comfy clothes any day I want.

Well, it's not happened. I'm not used to any of  it yet. I'm still waking up with the sun
and I'm still getting dressed within minutes. I'm not used to being able to watch television
any time I want, read more than a chapter of  book before nodding off  for a nap.

Like most who retire, I do have a mental list of  what I need to accomplish. Most are
chores I've been putting off  for years. Chores like cleaning out drawers that hold my
children's art work from 20 years ago, catching up on laundry and finishing up projects
long forgotten. I can brag a little and say I've purged a little so far but I have a long way
to go after living in the same home for 29 years. I've yet to tackle the big chore of
cleaning out from under the staircase where suitcases, children's games, old VHS videos
and toys are stored. That chore is going to be one that might take days to complete. I
keep telling myself, "I'll tackle that one when I get used to being retired."

There are some fun things I'd like to do now that I have the extra time. I’d like to call
up a friend or two and plan an entire day out with no timeline. We could start out with
a relaxing breakfast where we can drink our fill of  coffee without worrying if  I'll be
able to sleep that night because of  caffeine overload. Then, leisurely check out the
shops I've been wanting to visit. I can't wait to look at all the beautiful decorations in
golds and reds. Then after picking out a few autumn decorations to add to my collection,
it's time to check out of  chick flick that's been on my radar for months.

I'll be able to sit on my porch watching the leaves change colors from green to reds
and oranges and spend more time with family. I can go see my 93-year-old dad, my in-
laws, my children and grandchildren without being rushed to get back home to get
ready for work the next day. The more I sit and contemplate all the wonderful things
I'm going to experience since retiring, I think I'm getting a good start on "getting used
to it."

–© 2024 Tammy Page writes from her family farm in Indiana.

Gals Getaway     by Judy Sharer
For three days every year, my friend Linda and I take a gal’s vacation to the shore

where we catch up and enjoy each other’s company. It’s a five-hour drive to reach our
destination and we talk nonstop from the time we leave until we return.

Once there, we shop, eat out, go to a show, walk on the beach, and go to the pool to
work on our tans. And, of  course, we talk. Linda usually brings a book to read at the
pool and I enjoy watching other people enjoying their vacations, dip my feet in the
pool, and work on my latest novel. The entire trip is relaxing and just what we busy
women need, a complete break from husbands and daily routine.

You would think by the fourth day on our drive home, we’d be talked out but that’s
never the case when we’re together. I mentioned that it was a welcome not having to
cook for a change and that kicked off  sharing favorite recipes. Conversation turned to
odd food combinations our mother’s cooked to stretch the food budget when we
were young. We laughed about having to sit at the table until we finished everything on
our plates.

Conversation about food was endless. We covered the entire gambit of  crock pot
meals, casseroles, meat dishes, meatless dishes, quick fix meals, salads, side dishes,
sandwiches and soups, and my favorite - desserts. We shared which cookbooks we
have and who wrote them, although we both agreed we seldom follow the recipes
without adding some personal favorite spices or other ingredients to make the recipe
our own. The drive home flew by and before we knew it, our getaway was over.

This year my go-to recipe, especially for gatherings, is Orange Fluff  Salad. It’s easy
to make, light, tasty, and everyone seems to love it. Enjoy! (See in this edition.)

-©Judy Sharer is the author of  A Plains Life series published by The Wild Rose Press.
Settler’s Life, Second Chance Life, Civil War Life, and Love-Challenged Life  are now

available wherever online books and eBooks are sold. Judy’s sweet historical romances has a
thread of  quilting that runs throughout the family saga series. Visit judysharer.com for more

details and watch for the release of  her next true romance novel.

Judy’s Recipe Box
Orange Fluff Salad

Ingredients:
-16 oz. container of  cottage cheese
-15 oz. can of  mandarin oranges, well drained
-4 oz. box of  orange Jello

Mix together the first 3 ingredients, then fold in the Cool Whip and
marshmallows. Refrigerator for at least three hours. Once set, lightly dust the
top with cinnamon and optional nutts.

-8 oz. container of  Cool Whip
-2 cups mini marshmallows
-1/2 cup chopped pecans are optional.

The 2024 Airing of the Quilts Festival will take place on Saturday, October 12, 
from 9:00 am–5:00 pm in and around Gee’s Bend (Boykin), Alabama. Now in its 
third year, the Airing of the Quilts Festival continues a long tradition of outdoor 
quilt displays in Gee’s Bend and allows visitors to explore this vibrant artistic 
community that has given rise to generations of African-American quiltmakers. 
This is an annual celebration of generations-old quiltmaking tradition, featuring 
quilt displays and sales, workshops, guided tours, food, music, and much more. 
The festival traces the living story of Gee’s Bend from the area’s Antebellum ori-
gins, through its significant role in the Civil Rights Movement, to its present as one 
of America’s most renowned artist communities after decades of underrecognition 
and disenfranchisement.

“Gee’s Bend is an essential destination in the history and future of American 
art, with a sphere of cultural influence that has only continued to grow,” said Dr. 
Maxwell L. Anderson, president of Souls Grown Deep. “There’s no better way to 
engage with this enduring tradition than by paying a visit and supporting the quil-
ters’ artistry firsthand, both during the festival and through year-round programs 
and exhibitions.”

At the festival, visitors will be able to explore two new exhibitions at the River 
Gallery, located inside the Gee’s Bend Welcome Center, both opening on October 
12. Just Look Where He Brought Me From: The Family Quilts of Mary Lee Ben-

AIRING OF THE QUILTS FESTIVAL

continued on page 15

Sewing/Embroidery/Quilting/Serger Machines, 
Floriani, Fabric, Threads & Notions.

979 N. Suncoast Blvd.
Airport Plaza

Crystal River, Florida 34429
352-794-3289 • Mon–Fri 9-5 • Sat 9-3

www.beyondthestitches.com
info@beyondthestitches.com

Facebook: Beyond The Stitches, LLC

Check our website for Classes & Events! 
In-Store & Curbside Pickup Available

Sign up for Electronic Newsletter on our website

The The Friendliest & Most Diverse Fabric Friendliest & Most Diverse Fabric 
Shop in Florida’s PanhandleShop in Florida’s Panhandle

• YES - we have CLASSES! Check YES - we have CLASSES! Check
 Facebook/Instagram/Website Facebook/Instagram/Website
  for updates!  for updates!
• Fabrics include Quilt, Children, Fabrics include Quilt, Children,
 Linens, Silk, Flannel, and more. Linens, Silk, Flannel, and more.
• 3,700+ bolts of fabric, over 3,700+ bolts of fabric, over
 500 books, and quilting supplies 500 books, and quilting supplies
• We always have specials on Horn    We always have specials on Horn   
 Cabinets! Cabinets!

2014 Lacey Lane • Crestview, FL 32536
850-689-3655  Toll Free 866-739-6274

Mon–Sat 9-6    www.margiessewmuchfun.com

Since 1971
Authorized 

Sales &
Service for

Sept. is
Trade-in Month!

Come see the  brand NEW 
Amazing BERNINA machines: 

990E, 735E Patchwork Edition 
and the NEW bernette b08 

Straight Stitch Utility/
Quilting machine.

SCORCHING END OF 
SUMMER SALE!

AUG. 28– SEPT. 3
OPEN Labor Day!

9am - 6pm Mon-Sat
CHECK FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM CHECK FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM 

& WEBSITE FOR DETAILS!& WEBSITE FOR DETAILS!
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Lady Lake, Oxford

Check out our online store
& class list at

www.AQuiltingPalette.com

Not a quilter, that’s okay - 
ALL creative groups

are welcome!
www.AQuiltingPalette.com

Retreat - Classroom - Meeting Space!
Includes cutting counters, worktables, and ironing stations.

Refrigerator, microwave and Keurig included.
Reservations are NOW being accepted. 

•Full Service Longarm Computerized Edge to Edge
• Self Service Free-Motion Long Arm Machine Rental

• Binding Services Available
• Customized Embroidered Quilt Labels Available

2,000 Bolts 
of Quality Quilting Fabrics & 
Thread/Notions

Retreat - Classroom - Meeting Space!
Includes cutting counters, worktables, and ironing stations.

A Quilting Palette, LLCA Quilting Palette, LLCA Quilting Palette, LLC
732 S. US Hwy. 27/441

Lady Lake, FL 32159
Mon 12-4, Tues - Sat 9-4   352-751-0405  .

AQuiltingPalette@gmail.com

Stop by to visitStop by to visit
“The Happy Place”“The Happy Place”

at A Quilting Palette!at A Quilting Palette!

DeLand, Orange City

Notions  Threads   Patterns   Kits   Gifts

10879 US 301 Suite 2    Oxford Florida 34484

Authorized Dealer for Grace Company and Singer
Elite

Come Visit 

Our New 

Shop In Oxford
2000+ Bolts of Fabric  Including: 

Moda, Riley Blake, Free Spirit, Dear Stella, Andover,
 Northcott, Timeless Treasures, Michael Miller, and more  

Tuesday - Friday 9am - 4pm 
Saturday 9am - 2pm

352 - 816 - 9133

www.thequilterscottage.com

Offering E2E Longarm Services

Vintage & Modern Sewing Machine
Cleaning and Servicing

1060 E Industrial Dr Unit O, Orange City, FL, 32763
(386) 575-8160    Open Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri 9-4; Sat 10-4

www.spikessewingmachineservice.com

I love all things tea and all things writing. So, years ago,
when I received a call from the editor of  TEA: A Magazine
to write an article, I was doubly excited.

“I have a tea shop I need written up for my next issue,”
she said. “Are you interested?”

Interested? Of  course! Who wouldn’t want to be published
in this prestigious magazine?

It would require a trip to Whidbey Island, about an hour’s drive and ferry trip away,
and would need to be completed in three weeks. It sounded appealing. But the day
before, I learned our daughter had developed problems in her last trimester of  pregnancy
and was put on bed rest. She needed my help with meals, housework and caring for
her two-year-old son. Though I love all things tea and writing, they can’t always be my
priority.

I paused and swallowed hard. “I would love to write the article,” I said. “But I can’t
at this time.” I explained my situation and asked her to keep me in mind for future
writing.

My daughter was my priori-TEA. I knew I had made the right decision. Even so,
during the next weeks, I kept thinking about the assignment I had declined and wished
I could have accepted it.

After the birth of  our second grandson, Alex, a healthy baby boy, my daughter was
on her feet again. To my surprise, I received an email from the same editor. “I didn’t
publish the piece on the tea shop yet. Could you write it now?”

I smiled. The timing was perfect. I sensed God had honored my priority towards my
family and had saved the assignment for me. Now I did have time to make tea and
writing a priori-TEA.

My husband and I enjoyed our trip to Whidbey Island to visit Anna’s Tea Room,
which was new to us. We received a warm Victorian welcome from the proprietor,
who was eager to tell us about the tea shop while we sipped delicious blends of  tea. I
enjoyed a black flavored tea while my husband sipped an autumn blend that combined
Earl Grey and apricot teas. We also sampled tasty foods, including a decadent chocolate
dessert.

I returned home eager to share my warm memories with readers.
When the copy of  TEA: A Magazine* with my article arrived, I was thrilled. The

background palette for my two-page spread used my favorite pastel colors—pink,
periwinkle, and blue. It looked so beautiful, and I felt gratified to see my priori-TEAS
rewarded.

My husband and I returned to Anna’s Tea Room several times over the next years
and took our granddaughter Clara there for a tea outing. “It’s so fancy,” Clara said as
she touched the lace curtains.

During our last visit, we sadly learned that Anna’s Tea Room was closing. However,
the owner generously shared her recipe for the rich chocolate dessert on her menu.
I’ve included the recipe for Chocolate Satin Pie for you to enjoy. When I serve it, my
tastebuds dance and I’m reminded of  the time God rewarded my priori-TEAS.

*This magazine was published from 1994 to 2012 and I had the joy of  writing for it
several times.

 –Lydia E. Harris is a tea enthusiast and the author of  three books for grandparents:
GRAND Moments: Devotions Inspired by Grandkids, In the Kitchen with Grandma:

Stirring Up Tasty Memories Together, and Preparing My Heart for Grandparenting, all
available anywhere books are sold.

A Cup of Tea with Lydia
by Lydia E. HarrisPriori-TEAS

From Lydia’s Recipe File:
Chocolate Satin Pie

Ingredients:
1 ready-made 9-inch pie crust
Pie Filling
1 12-oz. can evaporated milk
Directions:
1. In a medium-sized saucepan, combine the milk and egg yolks. Cook over medium
heat, stirring constantly with a wooden spoon, until the mixture thickens. Do not
boil.
2. Remove from heat and stir in chocolate chips. Stir until melted and combined.
2. Cool filling. Then pour it into the pie crust and chill for several hours or until
thickened.
3. When ready to serve, top with whipped cream.
4. If  desired, garnish with nuts, shaved chocolate, or swirls of  chocolate syrup. Or
for the holidays, top with crushed candy canes.
Serves 8 to 10

2 large egg yolks, beaten
2 cups semisweet chocolate chips
(12 oz. bag)

KISSed Quilts
Time for a Positive Attitude

by Marlene Oddie

If  you haven’t had breast cancer yourself, you
probably know a family member or friend that has
been through this experience. My mother is almost
a 20 yr survivor. I am so grateful to still have her
in my life. October is Breast Cancer Awareness
month. When given the opportunity to participate
in a Pink-tober event, I designed this Positive
Attitude quilt to remind us all, no matter the
occasion, having a positive attitude is always a good
thing.

This was originally made up in the Positively Pink
collection from Island Batik (top). I started with a
10” square stack and added a background fabric
to mix in with the low volume prints. Strategic
placement of  the low volume pink fabrics made
for a subtle symmetrical design in the background.

I’ve also made it up in the Benartex collection
by Christa Watson called Stitchy (bottom). This is
a large collection with several low volume fabrics
which begged for a scrappy background. Creating
a strata of  five fabrics with the same motif  and
ordering them in a reverse rainbow for the outer
border gives it an extra glow.

There are so many possibilities with this design.
The key is to maintain a contrast between the
background and the plus symbols. Within the plus symbols there is medium and dark
values to show smaller plus signs.

As we draw attention to Breast Cancer Awareness month—don’t forget to do monthly
self  exams and get your mammogram annually. Positive Attitude patterns available at
www.kissedquilts.com.

Happy Stitching!

-Marlene Oddie (marlene@kissedquilts.com) is an engineer by education, project
manager by profession and now a quilter by passion in Grand Coulee, WA at

her quilt shop, KISSed Quilts. She quilts for hire on a Gammill Optimum
Plus, but especially enjoys designing quilts and assisting in the creation of  a

meaningful treasure for the recipient. Fabric, patterns, kits and templates are
available at http://www.kissedquilts.com. Follow Marlene’s adventures via

http://www.facebook.com/kissedquilts and https://www.instagram.com/marlene.kissedquilts

Stories of a Farm Wife
Autumn Sights and Smells

by Tammy Page

If  you don't get to experience the autumn
seasonal changes in your part of  the United States,
you're missing out on some spectacular and
beautiful sights and smells. Around early
September in Indiana, I can feel a change in the
air from hot and muggy with 90% humidity to
temps in the 70's with a dramatic drop in the
humidity. The heaviness of  the air has begun to
be lifted and we can all breathe a little easier.

The Friday night football games are the best with
temperatures in the 60's where all I need is a sweatshirt to ward off  the chill in the air.
There's nothing like the coolness on my face from an autumn breeze while I sit in the
high school bleachers cheering on my grandchildren on the field. The smell of  hot
buttered popcorn drifts out of  the concession stand and makes its way to where we
are sitting. The scent of  hot chocolate fills our nostrils as the air gets colder and we sit
a little closer. The colorful, fallen leaves have started to dry up and you can hear them
crumble under the fans feet as they make their way around the field to the stands.

The vibrant colors in Indiana are the brightest of  bright. Sometimes so bright they
startle you as you come around a bend in the road and see them for the first time.
Vivid reds, burgundy's, oranges and golds adorn the country roadsides and pastures
making a magnificent sight. Last fall I stopped on my way to work when a misty dew
was still on the bean fields and took a picture of  the tree-lined edge of  my son-in-law’s
field where the trees displayed their peak colors. What a gorgeous sight it was! I've also
paused on my way home to take a picture of  the golden, orange sunset with the tall
trees behind it. I'm sure I am not the only one who has stopped to take pictures of
these eye-catching sights. At the same time the leaves are changing colors, the bean
and corn fields are being harvested. Even the colors and smells of  the dried crops are
unique. They smell of  clean, fresh grain and cannot be easily described. The golden
glow of  the ears of  corn peak out from under the shucks as they are ready to be
combined. And, when you stop to think about how many people the harvest will feed,
it makes it even more special. The light brown dust can be seen for miles at times as
the combine makes its way down each row. Many late nights, lights from the combines
and tractors can be seen against the dark skies as the farmers try to get as much done
as they can before the next rainfall.

As the last glimpse of  color is left in the leaves and the limbs on the oaks are empty,
I can still enjoy the autumn colors I've added to the inside and outside of  my home
especially when there is a never-ending bowl of  sweet candy corn and peanuts on my
coffee table-my husband’s favorite!

–© 2024 Tammy Page writes from her family farm in Indiana.

From Tammy’s Recipe Box
Candy Corn Trail Mix

Mix 2 bags of  candy corn and 2 jars of  honey roasted peanuts (you can use
salted peanuts too) to make a habit-forming craving of  this autumn treat. Be
ready to buy more because it goes quick!

.

Stories of a Farm Wife
Retirement: Getting Used to It

by Tammy Page

After 30 years of  working I am officially retired. I'm just a rookie at this since it's
only been two weeks. I've worked in various public service positions where each one
was stressful, unique yet rewarding. In positions where you're always helping others,
you forget how to take care of  yourself  and need to re-train your brain to adjust to
retirement.

My friends and family who have already retired have told me "you'll get used to it."
Used to not feeling guilty for less money going into my bank account, used to not
having a set schedule every day where the alarm rings every morning at 6:30, used to
going to bed when you want instead of  when you have to, used to not having to dress
in business attire and able to wear comfy clothes any day I want.

Well, it's not happened. I'm not used to any of  it yet. I'm still waking up with the sun
and I'm still getting dressed within minutes. I'm not used to being able to watch television
any time I want, read more than a chapter of  book before nodding off  for a nap.

Like most who retire, I do have a mental list of  what I need to accomplish. Most are
chores I've been putting off  for years. Chores like cleaning out drawers that hold my
children's art work from 20 years ago, catching up on laundry and finishing up projects
long forgotten. I can brag a little and say I've purged a little so far but I have a long way
to go after living in the same home for 29 years. I've yet to tackle the big chore of
cleaning out from under the staircase where suitcases, children's games, old VHS videos
and toys are stored. That chore is going to be one that might take days to complete. I
keep telling myself, "I'll tackle that one when I get used to being retired."

There are some fun things I'd like to do now that I have the extra time. I’d like to call
up a friend or two and plan an entire day out with no timeline. We could start out with
a relaxing breakfast where we can drink our fill of  coffee without worrying if  I'll be
able to sleep that night because of  caffeine overload. Then, leisurely check out the
shops I've been wanting to visit. I can't wait to look at all the beautiful decorations in
golds and reds. Then after picking out a few autumn decorations to add to my collection,
it's time to check out of  chick flick that's been on my radar for months.

I'll be able to sit on my porch watching the leaves change colors from green to reds
and oranges and spend more time with family. I can go see my 93-year-old dad, my in-
laws, my children and grandchildren without being rushed to get back home to get
ready for work the next day. The more I sit and contemplate all the wonderful things
I'm going to experience since retiring, I think I'm getting a good start on "getting used
to it."

–© 2024 Tammy Page writes from her family farm in Indiana.

Gals Getaway     by Judy Sharer
For three days every year, my friend Linda and I take a gal’s vacation to the shore

where we catch up and enjoy each other’s company. It’s a five-hour drive to reach our
destination and we talk nonstop from the time we leave until we return.

Once there, we shop, eat out, go to a show, walk on the beach, and go to the pool to
work on our tans. And, of  course, we talk. Linda usually brings a book to read at the
pool and I enjoy watching other people enjoying their vacations, dip my feet in the
pool, and work on my latest novel. The entire trip is relaxing and just what we busy
women need, a complete break from husbands and daily routine.

You would think by the fourth day on our drive home, we’d be talked out but that’s
never the case when we’re together. I mentioned that it was a welcome not having to
cook for a change and that kicked off  sharing favorite recipes. Conversation turned to
odd food combinations our mother’s cooked to stretch the food budget when we
were young. We laughed about having to sit at the table until we finished everything on
our plates.

Conversation about food was endless. We covered the entire gambit of  crock pot
meals, casseroles, meat dishes, meatless dishes, quick fix meals, salads, side dishes,
sandwiches and soups, and my favorite - desserts. We shared which cookbooks we
have and who wrote them, although we both agreed we seldom follow the recipes
without adding some personal favorite spices or other ingredients to make the recipe
our own. The drive home flew by and before we knew it, our getaway was over.

This year my go-to recipe, especially for gatherings, is Orange Fluff  Salad. It’s easy
to make, light, tasty, and everyone seems to love it. Enjoy! (See in this edition.)

-©Judy Sharer is the author of  A Plains Life series published by The Wild Rose Press.
Settler’s Life, Second Chance Life, Civil War Life, and Love-Challenged Life  are now

available wherever online books and eBooks are sold. Judy’s sweet historical romances has a
thread of  quilting that runs throughout the family saga series. Visit judysharer.com for more

details and watch for the release of  her next true romance novel.

Judy’s Recipe Box
Orange Fluff Salad

Ingredients:
-16 oz. container of  cottage cheese
-15 oz. can of  mandarin oranges, well drained
-4 oz. box of  orange Jello

Mix together the first 3 ingredients, then fold in the Cool Whip and 
marshmallows. Refrigerate for at least three hours. Once set, lightly dust the 
top with cinnamon and optional nuts.

-8 oz. container of  Cool Whip
-2 cups mini marshmallows
-1/2 cup chopped pecans are optional.

Aging. Not something that you think about much in the earlier decades of your 
life. If there were a training manual that came with us when we entered this realm, 
it should say DON’T TAKE YOUR YOUTH FOR GRANTED!

So, let’s start this out with a disclaimer. I am not a doctor, attorney or financial 
advisor. The information I share here is strictly from observation and personal 
experience.  What I AM is a middle-aged woman with an equally middle-aged 
spouse, adult children, grandchildren, elderly parents and a business that helps me 
organize the world.

Sometimes I think it was sooooo much easier when my children were small. 
Even though times were hard, we only had them to worry about. As years progress, 
so do the worries…ten-fold.

I think the first elephant in the room would have to be the fact that we now WISH 
we would not have taken youth for granted. Am I alone, or do others of you in my 
life stage wake up not thinking about the day ahead? Instead, my internal conver-
sation goes something like this:

“OK. I am on my back. It hurts. Neck is good. Legs are good. Small headache, 
but manageable.  Hip is aching. Let’s try rolling to the side and see if I can get a 
good stretch. Dang! Back feels a bit better but neck is now killing me. Argh.”

There are body parts that are creating havoc that I frankly have never even ac-
knowledged as belonging to me! I go to the doctor to get something checked out 
and I walk out with five other things wrong that need attention. 

I’m starting to feel like a car that goes into the shop for a 100,000-mile checkup. 
Instead of a quick oil change and a new filter, the diagnostics come back on an oil 

Clutter Happens

Aging is Not For the Weak Hearted

By Julie Pirtle

continued on page 19
“It makes you look years younger.”

• Quality Quilting Fabrics
• Computerized & Custom Longarm Services
• Bernina Certifi ed In-House Machine Repairs

     (over 20 yrs. experience)
• Handi Quilter Technician

DeLand’s ONLY
Quilt Shop &

Sewing Store!
Check Class Schedule &
Shop Online Anytime at
www.OceansofThread.com

Eastern Central Florida’s Only
Bernina Dealer Located in West 
Volusia County, 3 miles from I-4,

o�  Exit 114 in the Aldi’s Plaza

2709 S. Woodland Blvd.
DeLand, FL 32720

Tues-Fri 10-5; Sat 10-3   386-337-5528
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Central Florida's
One Stop Sewing Shop

www.sewing.net

Orlando: (407) 831-6488

Lady Lake: (352) 753-0219

9605 S US HWY 17/92 Maitland, FL 32751

918 Bichara Blvd Lady Lake, FL 32159

Mon. - Fri. 9AM - 7PM | Sat. 9AM - 5PM | Sun. Closed

Mon. - Sat. 9AM - 5PM | Sun. Closed

www.sewing.net
Mount Dora plus Shop Hop

Tuesday–Saturday 
10am–4pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

4500+ Bolts of  Quality Fabrics4500+ Bolts of  Quality Fabrics
Personalized Fabric Selection AssistancePersonalized Fabric Selection Assistance

In-Store Shopping, Shop Online,  
Store Pick-Up or Shipping Available

Do you know a shop that should 

advertise with 

The Florida Register?

Let us know!

email us at

staff@theregisterweb.com

with the shop name, phone 

number and location

Butternut Squash Soup
Courtesy of Unknown Reader
Ingredients
* 3 lb. squash   * 4 cups chicken broth
* 1 onion diced   * 2 pears or apples
* 2 cloves garlic minced
* 2 tsp. Gingerroot minced
* 1 tbls. Curry powder
* 1 tsp. Salt 
* 2 cups unsweetened soy or almond milk

Directions:
Cube squash and cook in butter until soft. Or roast squash for an hour, until soft 
in a 400 degree oven. Let cool. Cook onion, garlic for 5 minutes. Cook ginger for 1 
minute. Puree all ingredients in a blender. Heat all ingredients in a pot until hot, 
then serve. Enjoy!



Sept.-Oct., 2024Pg. 10 The Florida Register Sept.-Oct., 2024 Pg. 11The Florida Register

Clermont, Fruitland Park, Leesburg

FLORIDA SEWING SEW-CIETY
Annual Conference 

October 7-10, 2024
Lake Yale Baptist Conference Center  

in Leesburg, FL

Visit www.floridasewingsewciety.org for registration (opens July 1).

Classes • Workshops
Featured Educator: Janet Pray

Islander Sewing System
What a bargain — $310 includes:  

Room and Board (Double Occupancy) and registration.  
Arrive on Monday afternoon for the kickoff dinner.

Lots of door prizes and beautiful project kits await you!

Facebook Page: Florida Sewing Sew-Ciety

41ststs AnAnA nual41st Annual
Faantastic Quilt ShowFantastic Quilt Show
November 15 - 16, 2024

Venetian Center
1 Dozier Circle
Leesburg, FL

Quilts, Vendors, Boutique,
Quilt Sales and More!

Make Friends. Make Quilts. Make a Difference.

More information at lakequiltguild.com

Follow us on Facebook
@Lake County Quilters Guild of Florida

NNEEWW  
QQUUIILLTT  SSHHOOPP  

IINN  CCLLEERRMMOONNTT  
662 E Hwy 50 

Clermont, FL 34711 
(352) 932-3226

www.BlackDogQuilt.com 
Nestled in the corner  

breezeway of the  
Southlake (WinnDixie) Plaza 

Tuesday - Friday  10am - 5pm 
Saturday 10am - 3 pm   
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609 West Main Street • Leesburg, FL 34748 • 352-205-1126 • www.garyleeslighfabricarts.org
Hours: Tuesday through Saturday 10am–5pm • gryslgh@yahoo.com

Cross Stitch • Needlepoint • Weaving 
Custom Framing • Monthly Classes

Your Light & Bright Fabric/Quilt Shop Off ering:
Moda, Riley Blake, Free Spirit,

Art Gallery Fabrics, Martelli products,
Quilters Select, Cutie Patterns/Packs

AND MUCH MORE!

2468 US HWY 441,
Suite 202

Fruitland Park, FL 
352-901-6874

Tues-Sat 10am - 4pm

Shop Anytime at
VillageQuiltShop.com

Dade City

13829 US Hwy 98 Bypass • Dade City, FL 33525 • Just 25 miles north of Tampa

Facebook Group: Quilted Twins — Scrap Quilting and More with Becky

Facebook Page: Quilted Twins — Fabric Deals with Rachael

• Batiks
• Civil War
• Flannels
• Panels
• Novelties
• Kaffe Fassett
• Stonehenge
• Quilt Kits
• Wonder� l Thread

Over 100 
Fabric 

Families 
at $5.99/yd

Rachael’s 
Picks

NAME BRANDS AT $6.99/yard

FA B R I C  WA R E H O U S E
Come shop our over 13,000 bolts of fabric!

Quality unbranded at $5.99/yard
Over 300 bolts of 108" backing fabric at $12.99/yard

Over 800 bolts of batiks at $9.99/yard

QuiltedTwins.com • Over 250 Free Patterns on the website
Becky’s Quilts & Designs • Rachael’s Deals & Finds

Call or Text (352) 507-8458 to schedule your group’s outing.

Shop online 24/7
at QuiltedTwins.com 

with $7 shipping nationwide
Tuesdays: 9:15 am to 1 pm

Thursdays: 12:30 pm to 5:30 pm
Saturdays: 9 am to 3 pm

Other Hours by Appointment

Come Sew ...in our beautiful sewing shop!
Only $8.00 per day.   Use our: 

Accuquilt •• Mats •• Cutters •• Room

Come 
visit our newly expanded Specialty Fabrics Room

Watch

Ken & Rachael

Show on FB 

& YouTube

100’s of 

Half  Yard 

Bundles

FB LIVE: Quilted Twins Fabric show with 
Ken and Rachael every Monday and Friday 

afternoon at 3:30 p.m. Also on YOUTUBE at 
the same time: Quilted Twins Channel

Bring up to 8 friends for a fun-� lled day with some 
private shopping at our shop. Call for your day. 

Andover • Benartex • Hoffman • Michael Miller
MODA • Northcott • Riley Blake • Robert Kaufman

and LOTS more!

Pre-cuts
Fat QuartersFabric Strips

300 Bolts of Kaffe
250 Bolts of Grunge

GIFT

CARDS 

AVAILABLE 

HERE

Plenty of
Parking: 
room for 
trucks, 
trailers 
& RVs.

VOTED #1 LQS in the USA 
in the BYANNIE contest!

Long Arm Quilting • Edge-to-Edge • Binding • Memory Quilts
Custom Quilts • Labels • Backing Preparation • And more!

18215 E. Apshawa Rd. • Clermont, FL 34715
561-262-5597 • blh81761@aol.com

BECKY’S QUILTING SERVICES
18215 E. Apshawa Rd. 

FREE
Pick up 

& Delivery 

within 20 miles 

of Clermont!

10% Off Longarm Quilting
Expires 10/31/24   New customers only

Competitive Pricing!
VERY Experienced!

Bernina Q 24 with
computerized Q Matic

352-241-6768
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Dade City, Lakeland Winter Haven

QUALITY QUILTING FABRICS • SUPPLIES
All roads lead to Heart to Heart

QUILT SHOPQUILT SHOP
Heart to Heart

“The Quilt Shop Where Everybody Knows Your Name!”

Now in ONE Location in Winter Haven:
High Pointe Business Center

6310 Cypress Garden Blvd., SE • Winter Haven, FL 33884
863.298.8185 • www.myhearttoheartquilting.com
Monday–Friday: 9am–4pm • Saturday: 9am–2pm

Repairs & Service of all Makes & Models
Lots of new Fabrics & Classes

Sewing Machine Sales
We have expanded our  

sewing supplies, tapes, braids, 
zippers and threads!

New at  
Heart to  
Heart:

Glide Thread 
Kids Club 

Reader  Shares!

Shared 
by reader 
K. Brewer 

of Ocala, FL

I started this quilt in June, ‘22 when 
several family members on my moth-
er’s side gathered for a reunion in 
Kentucky. I brought 2.5” x 5.5” fabric 
pieces ironed onto freezer paper 
and gathered signatures. When I got 
home I realized I didn’t have nearly 
enough to make much of a quilt. I had 
a complete list of several generations 
of family and spouse names so I hand 
printed 1st through 4th generation’s 
names on the fabric strips. I machine 
pieced and hand quilted, complet-
ing the quilt at the end of 2023. I sent 
the quilt to my aunt as a surprise as 
a thank you for hosting many family 
gatherings each year on July 4th. 

Finished Project!

When Grace Amazes
    by Kerri Habben Bosman

This September 6th it is eighteen years ago since my grandmother
passed away. It was at exactly 1:12 pm as I sat alone with her in her
hospital room. My mother was down the hall by the elevator waiting
for friends on their way to see her.

My grandmother was 99 years old. Her name was Augusta
Weisgerber Mai.

For much of  her life she was called Gussie. When it was
discovered that the midwife had incorrectly recorded her as “male”
on her birth certificate, everyone began to teasingly call her Gus.
She liked the shorter version so much that it stuck. It inspired her playful streak.

To me, she was simply Huba. I began calling her this when I was nine months old.
She became Huba to all my friends as I grew up. It is Huba who taught me how to
crochet when I was nine years old. She especially taught me how much love flows
through our hands and into what we make. I felt her passion and creativity; this devotion
fed my desire to learn. Through watching her share what she made, I discovered how
much tangible grace there is in giving. It is a grace that affirms two ways, both for
being able to give and for knowing your gift was accepted and appreciated.

In her later years, Huba kept extra items she’d made in her back bedroom. We’d be
sitting in her living room, visiting with friends. It didn’t matter if  she’d known someone
twenty years or five minutes, but when someone compelled her, she would catch my
eye. Then she would give the slightest movement of  her head towards the hallway
leading to her cache of  blankets. I would always know which one she wanted me to
bring. Together we’d watch the person’s face light up when receiving the unexpected
gift.

Huba learned to crochet when she was eight years old from a shopkeeper near
where she lived. There were square potholders in the store window, and my grandmother
liked them. She stared at them so long and for enough days in a row that the lady
invited her in and asked her if  she wanted to learn.

For the rest of  her life, crocheting was a haven for her. She crocheted through every
joy and every grief  that life brought her way. Her hands moved the same when the sun
was shining and when the winds blew too hard. She only stopped the last three weeks
of  her life when aplastic anemia had weakened her.

When I married my husband, Wayne, his family became my family. Everyone receives
a handmade gift for their birthday and for Christmas. It is a gift of  grace to shower
love upon all of  them and to receive it in return.

I also donate much of  what I make, from baby hats to blankets. When asked about
this, I answer that it is for my grandmother, who taught me. Her hands are still now, so
I carry on her work.

When I was sitting with Huba eighteen years ago this September, I doubted she
could see me. When I’d come in, her eyes were open, unmoving, and vacant. But I
didn’t touch her. I didn’t want to draw her back when there was nothing physical
remaining here for her.

Instead, I sang to her. Portions of  three of  her favorite hymns: How Great Thou
Art, Will the Circle be Unbroken, and lastly, Amazing Grace. She stopped breathing
during the third verse at the line “And grace shall lead me home.”

When I hear this hymn without warning, my eyes fill with tender, redeeming tears. I
look up say thank you for this last moment of  grace Huba and I shared together.

-© 2024 Kerri Habben Bosman is a writer living in Cape Carteret, NC. She can be reached
at 913jeeves@gmail.com.Wit and Wisdom

Who Tells Them?
When looking out the window, or stepping out

the door, one is greeted by sure signs of  autumn:
once-green maple leaves now turning shades of
yellow and orange; bouquets of  pink and purple
mums replacing bedraggled petunias in the garden;
wooly bears making their pilgrimage across the
road and flocks of  little birds foraging on the lawn.

For me, the one unmistakable sign of  the
autumnal change is the sound of  the geese. Long
before I see them, their honks fill the heavens with the music of  the season. Standing
on the back step or driving down the road, I scan the sky for their tell-tale v-formations.
No matter how many flocks I see, it is always a bittersweet moment – because while I
welcome their sight and sound, I know what it means … winter is coming.

Yet, how do the geese know when it's time to go? Who tells them? For that matter,
how do the smaller birds know?  It's usually in late August that I begin seeing flocks of
blackbirds lining the telephone wires, clusters of  sparrows congregating in the trees,
and crowds of  geese pecking away in corn fields.

Also, in late August, the flower garden begins to take on a different look as the
bright splashes of  summer color give way to the deeper, richer hues of  autumn.  How
do the cosmos know when it's time to close up shop and make way for the
chrysanthemums?

Birds don't have access to all the modern technology that we do – such as the
weatherman telling them the exact day and time of  the autumnal equinox – nor do
they have the convenience of  a calendar to flip. So how do they know? Do they see
deserted beaches as folks close up their summer homes? Do they notice the sudden
reappearance of  school buses after a long absence?

No, they have something better than external indicators, they each have an internal
indicator – one placed within them by their Creator. They don't need gadgets and
gizmos. They know by instinct when it's time to begin preparing for the next step in
their journey.

Scientists offer lengthy explanations as to how and why the natural world knows its
time to shift their focus, but I know that it was all God's idea and His plan in the
beginning. "Mourning doves, swallows, and cranes know when it's time to migrate.
But my people don't know that I, the Lord, am urging them to return (Jeremiah 8:7
GW.)

God has instilled in us an internal indicator – one that points to Him. When
acknowledged, this internal indicator will lead us back to our heavenly home.
Unfortunately, many people turn a blind eye and a deaf  ear.

Imagine what would happen if  the birds 'did their own thing' and ignored their
God-given instincts. The natural world would be in chaos – much like the peopled
world we live in today.

-© 2024-Judyann Grant and her husband, Don, live east of  Lake Ontario, in northern New
York. While her husband is tending to his vast gardens and road-side vegetable stands, Judyann

is working on the second book in a three-book series, Be God’s Hero. (Book #1 is available
from Talking Donkey Press.) In the early 1990’s four Christian friends, with a shared interest
in writing, began meeting once a month to learn the writing trade. The four were each active in
their various churches. As part of  an outreach ministry, they decided to write an inspirational

newspaper column as a way to reach a wider, and perhaps mostly secular, audience.  Contact the
authors at: witandwisdomwriters@gmail.com

by Judyann Grant

Free Pattern
For more fun and creative inspiration visit:

  www.JacquelynneSteves.com

Free Embroidery Pattern – May not be sold or used for commercial purposes. Use this pattern
for embroidery, wool applique, punch needle or rug hooking, painted projects or whatever your
imagination can dream up! Reduce or enlarge pattern as desired.

Embracing a New School Year
by Janet Young

Where did the summer go? It seems as though our hot
sunny days are quickly changing to cooler evenings, and
our days are slowly becoming shorter. Perhaps there is
still time to go on one more vacation before you have to
switch gears and start shopping for school supplies.

But what if  instead of  trying to pack more things into
the end of  your summer routine, you spend the last few
vacation days unwinding until you have arrived at a
comfortably relaxed state. With a calm demeanor, what
better way does that prepare you for the ensuing chaos
that is sure to come when your children go back to school.

Actually, this might be the perfect time to sit down with
your children and start planning ways to cope with the upcoming school year. This is
especially important if  your child is in sports, a cheerleader, or in the band. Are any of
these activities going to cause a scheduling conflict? Now is the time, before the busyness
of  the new school year comes at you fast and furious. If  your children were involved
in these same activities last year, now would be the time to review how last year played
out. You may want to ask your children for ideas on how you might improve the flow
of  things. What would they like to see change, if  anything?

Is your child beginning the school year at a new school? Are they entering Middle
School or High School for the first time? This would be a great opportunity to let
them express their fears or concerns. And this would be the time to let them know you
are on their side. That you are there for them, and that they are not alone, and it is okay
to be anxious over a new situation. Everyone feels that way, and that this is a normal
reaction. After your planning meeting comes to a close, celebrate however you choose.

Above all else, as hard as it might be, look for ways you can sit down at the dinner
table at the end of  these busy times…and without any cell phones. This may be the
biggest challenge, but in the end, it will make a world of  difference.  This could be the
time to console the child who didn’t play so well that day, or perhaps his team lost their
game.  Whatever you talk about, it should be a reflection on their day. Life is short. It
won’t be long before your children will be gone. And it is then, that you will have time
to enjoy the empty nest syndrome, where peace and calm will reign before you begin
the next chapter of  your life…Grandparenthood.

Embrace the new school year. The best is yet to be.

         – © Janet Young is a Certified Tea and Etiquette Consultant,  Co-Founder of  Mid-
Atlantic Tea Business Association,  and prior owner of  Over The Teacup

Wit and Wisdom
Who Tells Them?

When looking out the window, or stepping out
the door, one is greeted by sure signs of  autumn:
once-green maple leaves now turning shades of
yellow and orange; bouquets of  pink and purple
mums replacing bedraggled petunias in the garden;
wooly bears making their pilgrimage across the
road and flocks of  little birds foraging on the lawn.

For me, the one unmistakable sign of  the
autumnal change is the sound of  the geese. Long
before I see them, their honks fill the heavens with the music of  the season. Standing
on the back step or driving down the road, I scan the sky for their tell-tale v-formations.
No matter how many flocks I see, it is always a bittersweet moment – because while I
welcome their sight and sound, I know what it means … winter is coming.

Yet, how do the geese know when it's time to go? Who tells them? For that matter,
how do the smaller birds know?  It's usually in late August that I begin seeing flocks of
blackbirds lining the telephone wires, clusters of  sparrows congregating in the trees,
and crowds of  geese pecking away in corn fields.

Also, in late August, the flower garden begins to take on a different look as the
bright splashes of  summer color give way to the deeper, richer hues of  autumn.  How
do the cosmos know when it's time to close up shop and make way for the
chrysanthemums?

Birds don't have access to all the modern technology that we do – such as the
weatherman telling them the exact day and time of  the autumnal equinox – nor do
they have the convenience of  a calendar to flip. So how do they know? Do they see
deserted beaches as folks close up their summer homes? Do they notice the sudden
reappearance of  school buses after a long absence?

No, they have something better than external indicators, they each have an internal
indicator – one placed within them by their Creator. They don't need gadgets and
gizmos. They know by instinct when it's time to begin preparing for the next step in
their journey.

Scientists offer lengthy explanations as to how and why the natural world knows its
time to shift their focus, but I know that it was all God's idea and His plan in the
beginning. "Mourning doves, swallows, and cranes know when it's time to migrate.
But my people don't know that I, the Lord, am urging them to return (Jeremiah 8:7
GW.)

God has instilled in us an internal indicator – one that points to Him. When
acknowledged, this internal indicator will lead us back to our heavenly home.
Unfortunately, many people turn a blind eye and a deaf  ear.

Imagine what would happen if  the birds 'did their own thing' and ignored their
God-given instincts. The natural world would be in chaos – much like the peopled
world we live in today.

-© 2024-Judyann Grant and her husband, Don, live east of  Lake Ontario, in northern New
York. While her husband is tending to his vast gardens and road-side vegetable stands, Judyann

is working on the second book in a three-book series, Be God’s Hero. (Book #1 is available
from Talking Donkey Press.) In the early 1990’s four Christian friends, with a shared interest
in writing, began meeting once a month to learn the writing trade. The four were each active in
their various churches. As part of  an outreach ministry, they decided to write an inspirational

newspaper column as a way to reach a wider, and perhaps mostly secular, audience.  Contact the
authors at: witandwisdomwriters@gmail.com

by Judyann Grant

Free Pattern
For more fun and creative inspiration visit:

  www.JacquelynneSteves.com

Free Embroidery Pattern – May not be sold or used for commercial purposes. Use this pattern
for embroidery, wool applique, punch needle or rug hooking, painted projects or whatever your
imagination can dream up! Reduce or enlarge pattern as desired.

Embracing a New School Year
by Janet Young

Where did the summer go? It seems as though our hot
sunny days are quickly changing to cooler evenings, and
our days are slowly becoming shorter. Perhaps there is
still time to go on one more vacation before you have to
switch gears and start shopping for school supplies.

But what if  instead of  trying to pack more things into
the end of  your summer routine, you spend the last few
vacation days unwinding until you have arrived at a
comfortably relaxed state. With a calm demeanor, what
better way does that prepare you for the ensuing chaos
that is sure to come when your children go back to school.

Actually, this might be the perfect time to sit down with
your children and start planning ways to cope with the upcoming school year. This is
especially important if  your child is in sports, a cheerleader, or in the band. Are any of
these activities going to cause a scheduling conflict? Now is the time, before the busyness
of  the new school year comes at you fast and furious. If  your children were involved
in these same activities last year, now would be the time to review how last year played
out. You may want to ask your children for ideas on how you might improve the flow
of  things. What would they like to see change, if  anything?

Is your child beginning the school year at a new school? Are they entering Middle
School or High School for the first time? This would be a great opportunity to let
them express their fears or concerns. And this would be the time to let them know you
are on their side. That you are there for them, and that they are not alone, and it is okay
to be anxious over a new situation. Everyone feels that way, and that this is a normal
reaction. After your planning meeting comes to a close, celebrate however you choose.

Above all else, as hard as it might be, look for ways you can sit down at the dinner
table at the end of  these busy times…and without any cell phones. This may be the
biggest challenge, but in the end, it will make a world of  difference.  This could be the
time to console the child who didn’t play so well that day, or perhaps his team lost their
game.  Whatever you talk about, it should be a reflection on their day. Life is short. It
won’t be long before your children will be gone. And it is then, that you will have time
to enjoy the empty nest syndrome, where peace and calm will reign before you begin
the next chapter of  your life…Grandparenthood.

Embrace the new school year. The best is yet to be.

         – © Janet Young is a Certified Tea and Etiquette Consultant,  Co-Founder of  Mid-
Atlantic Tea Business Association,  and prior owner of  Over The Teacup

Southern Rum Balls
Courtesy of Lucille Mehl
Ingredients
* 3 c. vanilla wafers, crushed (2 pk wafers)
* 1 c. Confectioners’ sugar (plus some extra)
* 1 1/2 c. � nely chopped walnuts
* 1 1/2 T cocoa
* 2 T Karo light corn syrup
* 1/2 c. dark Meyer’s rum

Directions:
Combine crushed vanilla wafers, sugar, walnuts, cocoa, corn syrup and rum; mix 
thoroughly. Form into small balls and roll in confectioners’ sugar. Wrap in wax 
paper. Allow a day or two for � avors to intensify before serving. They freeze well. 
Yields 40 to 50 balls.

2052 E Edgewood Dr..
Lakeland, FL 33803

863-583-4974 Shop
863-450-9399 Cell

FRAME-UP
& NEEDLEWORK SHOP
Fine Matting & Framing

Art Cross Stitch & Needlepoint

Specializing in

Hours:
Mon–Fri 11am–5pm

Sat 1pm–5pm

Visit our 
updated 

Needlework 
Charity Room

New Street Number & Shop Phone:New Street Number & Shop Phone:

Closed Sept. 27-28 and Oct. 12
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Lake Placid, Sebring

Show us your finished projects!
Send us your photos of a completed project for a chance 

to be featured in an upcoming issue of The Register!

Project photos & details can be digitally 
submitted to: amy@theregisterweb.com. 

Or mailed to: The Register, 
PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028

Meg’s Quilt Cottage
ALL 44” Fabric $11/yard - 

All First Run Fabric
Moda, Northcott, 

QT, Blank, Free Spirit,
Michael Miller and more!

Over 2,000 Bolts in Stock!

2 Computerized
Handi-Quilters Providing

Long Arm Services

Open Monday - Saturday 9-4
1222 Josephine Ct.,  •  Sebring, FL 33875

Meg’s Custom Quilting

We accept Checks, Cash & Zelle

919-603-4680919-603-4680

Save the date to attend the Celebration of Color Quilt Show presented 
by the Highlands County Quilt Guild. The show will be held at the Gen-
esis Center at First Presbyterian Church of Lake Placid. The address, show 
hours and more info is in the ad above. 

The Highlands County Quilt Guild started in 1993 and has featured a quilt 
show every other year. Our guild supports our communities, and we build 
friendships, we sponsor special classes and speakers, we laugh, we have 
fun, all the while supporting community’s needs. 

 A snippet of our Community Service; Quilts for - Veterans, Cornerstone 
Hospice, and Children’s Advocacy Center. Bibs for residents in nursing 
homes and placemats for Meals on Wheels, a small measure and sample of 
our guild members love of quilting and purpose. 

We invite you to visit, new members welcome, our meeting location: Avon 
Park Christian Church, 1016 West Camphor Street, Avon Park, FL 33825.

To reach us....mailing address: HCQG P.O. Box 7453 Sebring, FL 33872; 
email: hcqg,sebring@gmail.com; Facebook: HC Quilt Guild.

The year of no quilt show, we sponsor a luncheon with a boutique and 
silent auction, and we unveil our quilt for next year’s quilt show.

Looking forward to meeting you at our Celebration of Color Quilt show.
Please let them know you read about the show in The Florida Register. 

Mark your calendar:  
January 31 – February 1, 2025

Brooksville, Plant City

• Over 2000 Bolts of 100% Cotton Fabrics, Patterns, Books, 
Notions & much more

• Long-Arm quilting service on-site
• Super low prices on all Brother Sewing & Embroidery MachinesSuper low prices on all Brother Sewing & Embroidery Machines
• Check out our website for classes & events

18851 Cortez Blvd • Brooksville, FL 34601

352-796-0011
www.nanasquiltshop.com

Tues-Fri 10am to 4pm
Sat 10am to 3pm

Bring this ad in and receive 
20% off 

Entire Purchase!
(Excludes machines and service.)  

Expires October 31, 2024

Authorized APQS Dealer • Authorized Brother Dealer 
Authorized Brother Service Center 

Now a certifi ed shop

Florida’s  destination
quilt shop. Located minutes from I-4 in Historic Downtown Plant City.

101 N. Collins Street
Plant City, FL 33563

Mon-Sat 10-4  813-704-4867

Ryan’s Cases for Miles of Smiles SEPT. 3-7
This kick-o�  event starts a month long activity. 

NEW
Ownership
and Holiday

Kick-O�  Event!

 SEPT. 27-28

Check our online calendar for lots of great classes & events!

Fabrics, Notions, Books, 
Patterns, Classes,

Sewing & Embroidery
Machines

Shop online at
                     www.InspireFabrics.com

We o� er edge-to-edge computerized 
quilting from 3 cents per square inch. 

Hundreds of  patterns!

Sewing & Embroidery

NEW

Machines

Hundreds of  patterns!Hundreds of  patterns!

Shop online at

Hundreds of  patterns!

dolph delves into the life and work of one of the foremost quiltmakers of Gee’s Bend 
and the artist behind the 2024 featured festival quilt. A History of Gee’s Bend from 
1816 to the Present is a new permanent installation outside the gallery that marks 
the latest expansion of the Gee’s Bend Heritage Trail, a self-guided driving tour 
celebrating the makers of the 10 iconic Gee’s Bend quilts featured on U.S. postage 
stamps. This year’s festival will also include a site-specific installation by Oklaho-
ma-based textile and fiber artist Rachel Hayes, known for her vibrant large-scale 
textile sculptures that respond to 
and complement the landscape. 
Hayes will also collaborate with 
Gee’s Bend artists, including 
Essie Bendolph Pettway, Mary 
Margaret Pettway, and Sharon 
Williams, on a second public art 
installation.

Local food vendors will pro-
vide a taste of the region’s cook-
ing. The festival will feature live 
music and entertainment, including from the Dexter Avenue King Memorial Bap-
tist Church, where Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. served as pastor from 1954 to 1960. 
Festival programming also includes hands-on adult and youth beginner quilting 
workshops led by local quiltmakers, a drop-in Kids’ Creative Corner where chil-

AIRING OF THE QUILTS, cont. from page 4

dren of all ages can explore artistic activities inspired by different steps of the 
quilting process, and readings by children’s book author Tangular Irby (Pearl and 
Her Gee’s Bend Quilt, Charles and His Gee’s Bend Quilt) and acclaimed quilter 
and author Tinnie Pettway (The Gee’s Bend Experience).

The Freedom Quilting Bee Legacy – located in nearby Alberta, AL, and acces-
sible during the festival by a free shuttle bus – will offer guided museum tours, 
where visitors will learn about the rich history of the local quilting cooperative and 
its deep connections to the Civil Rights Movement.

“Meeting people from around the world and sharing my quilts in person makes 
the Airing of the Quilts Festival truly special,” says Doris Mosely, Gee’s Bend 
Quilter. “It’s more than just selling quilts—it’s about connecting with visitors and 
sharing the story of Gee’s Bend. The festival has grown each year and has become 
something we all look forward to.”

The Gee’s Bend Airing of the Quilts Festival is supported by organizing spon-
sors Souls Grown Deep and Freedom Quilting Bee Legacy. This festival is open 
to the public. Registration is free with a recommended donation of $40 to support 
the Gee’s Bend quilt-making community. Additional fees apply to quiltmaking 
workshops and tours. Register at www.airingofthequilts.org.



Sept.-Oct., 2024Pg. 16 The Florida Register Sept.-Oct., 2024 Pg. 17The Florida Register

16541 Pointe Village Dr. • Suite 108 • Lutz, FL 33558
(Conveniently located near the Suncoast Parkway and S.R. 54)

M-F 10-6  SAT. 10-5 • 813-749-0888 • www.scrapandsew.com

Quality Quilt Shop Fabrics 
Notions & Patterns

Classes / Private Lessons
Embroidery Software 

Software Training
Online Fabric Store

Exclusive PFAFF and Husqvarna Viking 
Dealer  for Sewing Machine Sales & Service

Present this
Coupon and Save

10% OFF
ENTIRE

PURCHASE!
(excludes classes, sewing 

machines, mySewnet 
subscriptions, or software)

Check Our Website f�  
New Classes and Events 

with this QR Code!   

“icon 2 and icon“icon 2 and icon
 owners are invited to owners are invited to

join our PFAFF creative join our PFAFF creative 
icon 2 and iconicon 2 and icon

Facebook group. 2,000+ Facebook group. 2,000+ 
international members international members 

sharing their ideas!sharing their ideas!

Special owner’s classesSpecial owner’s classes
& project classes& project classes
through zoom.”through zoom.”

Repair Service Available on Most Machine Brands!
PFAFF and Viking Certifi ed Technician. Call for appt. today!

Passport 3.0
the quilter’s

traveling
companion

Amber
Air

S600
quilt 

expression
720

Quilt
Ambition

635

Classes / Private Lessons
Embroidery Software 

Classes / Private LessonsClasses / Private Lessons

Circle of
Creativity
Husqvarna

Viking Event

FRI., SEPT. 13FRI., SEPT. 13
OR

SAT., SEPT. 14SAT., SEPT. 14

with Karen Charles

Time: 10-5
Cost:

$75/day
Lunch

Included!

Featuring the Designer Epic 3!
• Largest Embroidery Area - 460mm x 450 mm
• Free Arm Embroidery & Reversible Embroidery 
• 9mm Stitch Width & Built in Walking Foot
• Embroider with Beads, Ribbon or
 Yarn with optional attachment
• Owners’ classes included in purchase!

Come See
ALL the

Fabulous
Features!

26230 Wesley Chapel Blvd, Lutz FL hh (813) 994-2994 

sweetdarlingquilts.com hh Mon-Fri 10—5, Sat 10-3

After thirteen years in business, I am selling 
Sweet Darling Quilts. 

I'm now an Advanced Certified Instructor for Laura Heine 
and plan to go on teaching Collage. The No Frills Retreats 
will carry on and you will see me vending at quilt shows. 

After thirteen years in business, I am selling After thirteen years in business, I am selling After thirteen years in business, I am selling 

I am so grateful for your support over the years… from 
my family, to our team of people, and to our customers, 

I owe a debt of gratitude that words cannot express. 

Contact me if you or someone you know is interested 
in buying the store… serious inquires ONLY, please.

ggg Don’t forget to use those SDQ Gift Cards!  ggg 

Lutz, Tampa

Stories of a Farm Wife
Autumn Sights and Smells

by Tammy Page

If  you don't get to experience the autumn
seasonal changes in your part of  the United States,
you're missing out on some spectacular and
beautiful sights and smells. Around early
September in Indiana, I can feel a change in the
air from hot and muggy with 90% humidity to
temps in the 70's with a dramatic drop in the
humidity. The heaviness of  the air has begun to
be lifted and we can all breathe a little easier.

The Friday night football games are the best with
temperatures in the 60's where all I need is a sweatshirt to ward off  the chill in the air.
There's nothing like the coolness on my face from an autumn breeze while I sit in the
high school bleachers cheering on my grandchildren on the field. The smell of  hot
buttered popcorn drifts out of  the concession stand and makes its way to where we
are sitting. The scent of  hot chocolate fills our nostrils as the air gets colder and we sit
a little closer. The colorful, fallen leaves have started to dry up and you can hear them
crumble under the fans feet as they make their way around the field to the stands.

The vibrant colors in Indiana are the brightest of  bright. Sometimes so bright they
startle you as you come around a bend in the road and see them for the first time.
Vivid reds, burgundy's, oranges and golds adorn the country roadsides and pastures
making a magnificent sight. Last fall I stopped on my way to work when a misty dew
was still on the bean fields and took a picture of  the tree-lined edge of  my son-in-law’s
field where the trees displayed their peak colors. What a gorgeous sight it was! I've also
paused on my way home to take a picture of  the golden, orange sunset with the tall
trees behind it. I'm sure I am not the only one who has stopped to take pictures of
these eye-catching sights. At the same time the leaves are changing colors, the bean
and corn fields are being harvested. Even the colors and smells of  the dried crops are
unique. They smell of  clean, fresh grain and cannot be easily described. The golden
glow of  the ears of  corn peak out from under the shucks as they are ready to be
combined. And, when you stop to think about how many people the harvest will feed,
it makes it even more special. The light brown dust can be seen for miles at times as
the combine makes its way down each row. Many late nights, lights from the combines
and tractors can be seen against the dark skies as the farmers try to get as much done
as they can before the next rainfall.

As the last glimpse of  color is left in the leaves and the limbs on the oaks are empty,
I can still enjoy the autumn colors I've added to the inside and outside of  my home
especially when there is a never-ending bowl of  sweet candy corn and peanuts on my
coffee table-my husband’s favorite!

–© 2024 Tammy Page writes from her family farm in Indiana.

From Tammy’s Recipe Box
Candy Corn Trail Mix

Mix 2 bags of  candy corn and 2 jars of  honey roasted peanuts (you can use
salted peanuts too) to make a habit-forming craving of  this autumn treat. Be
ready to buy more because it goes quick!

.

Stories of a Farm Wife
Retirement: Getting Used to It

by Tammy Page

After 30 years of  working I am officially retired. I'm just a rookie at this since it's
only been two weeks. I've worked in various public service positions where each one
was stressful, unique yet rewarding. In positions where you're always helping others,
you forget how to take care of  yourself  and need to re-train your brain to adjust to
retirement.

My friends and family who have already retired have told me "you'll get used to it."
Used to not feeling guilty for less money going into my bank account, used to not
having a set schedule every day where the alarm rings every morning at 6:30, used to
going to bed when you want instead of  when you have to, used to not having to dress
in business attire and able to wear comfy clothes any day I want.

Well, it's not happened. I'm not used to any of  it yet. I'm still waking up with the sun
and I'm still getting dressed within minutes. I'm not used to being able to watch television
any time I want, read more than a chapter of  book before nodding off  for a nap.

Like most who retire, I do have a mental list of  what I need to accomplish. Most are
chores I've been putting off  for years. Chores like cleaning out drawers that hold my
children's art work from 20 years ago, catching up on laundry and finishing up projects
long forgotten. I can brag a little and say I've purged a little so far but I have a long way
to go after living in the same home for 29 years. I've yet to tackle the big chore of
cleaning out from under the staircase where suitcases, children's games, old VHS videos
and toys are stored. That chore is going to be one that might take days to complete. I
keep telling myself, "I'll tackle that one when I get used to being retired."

There are some fun things I'd like to do now that I have the extra time. I’d like to call
up a friend or two and plan an entire day out with no timeline. We could start out with
a relaxing breakfast where we can drink our fill of  coffee without worrying if  I'll be
able to sleep that night because of  caffeine overload. Then, leisurely check out the
shops I've been wanting to visit. I can't wait to look at all the beautiful decorations in
golds and reds. Then after picking out a few autumn decorations to add to my collection,
it's time to check out of  chick flick that's been on my radar for months.

I'll be able to sit on my porch watching the leaves change colors from green to reds
and oranges and spend more time with family. I can go see my 93-year-old dad, my in-
laws, my children and grandchildren without being rushed to get back home to get
ready for work the next day. The more I sit and contemplate all the wonderful things
I'm going to experience since retiring, I think I'm getting a good start on "getting used
to it."

–© 2024 Tammy Page writes from her family farm in Indiana.

Gals Getaway     by Judy Sharer
For three days every year, my friend Linda and I take a gal’s vacation to the shore

where we catch up and enjoy each other’s company. It’s a five-hour drive to reach our
destination and we talk nonstop from the time we leave until we return.

Once there, we shop, eat out, go to a show, walk on the beach, and go to the pool to
work on our tans. And, of  course, we talk. Linda usually brings a book to read at the
pool and I enjoy watching other people enjoying their vacations, dip my feet in the
pool, and work on my latest novel. The entire trip is relaxing and just what we busy
women need, a complete break from husbands and daily routine.

You would think by the fourth day on our drive home, we’d be talked out but that’s
never the case when we’re together. I mentioned that it was a welcome not having to
cook for a change and that kicked off  sharing favorite recipes. Conversation turned to
odd food combinations our mother’s cooked to stretch the food budget when we
were young. We laughed about having to sit at the table until we finished everything on
our plates.

Conversation about food was endless. We covered the entire gambit of  crock pot
meals, casseroles, meat dishes, meatless dishes, quick fix meals, salads, side dishes,
sandwiches and soups, and my favorite - desserts. We shared which cookbooks we
have and who wrote them, although we both agreed we seldom follow the recipes
without adding some personal favorite spices or other ingredients to make the recipe
our own. The drive home flew by and before we knew it, our getaway was over.

This year my go-to recipe, especially for gatherings, is Orange Fluff  Salad. It’s easy
to make, light, tasty, and everyone seems to love it. Enjoy! (See in this edition.)

-©Judy Sharer is the author of  A Plains Life series published by The Wild Rose Press.
Settler’s Life, Second Chance Life, Civil War Life, and Love-Challenged Life  are now

available wherever online books and eBooks are sold. Judy’s sweet historical romances has a
thread of  quilting that runs throughout the family saga series. Visit judysharer.com for more

details and watch for the release of  her next true romance novel.

Judy’s Recipe Box
Orange Fluff Salad

Ingredients:
-16 oz. container of  cottage cheese
-15 oz. can of  mandarin oranges, well drained
-4 oz. box of  orange Jello

Mix together the first 3 ingredients, then fold in the Cool Whip and
marshmallows. Refrigerator for at least three hours. Once set, lightly dust the
top with cinnamon and optional nutts.

-8 oz. container of  Cool Whip
-2 cups mini marshmallows
-1/2 cup chopped pecans are optional.

Let us bring you new 
customers for the Holidays 
with an ad in The Florida Register’s 
November-December issue.

The Florida Register works!
We can bring you new customers 

with our affordable, targeted 
statewide distribution.

Holiday Issue 
Deadline is Oct. 1

www.TheRegisterWeb.com
1-866-825-9217

ads@theregisterweb.com
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Clearwater, Holiday, 
Lakewood Ranch, Palmetto, St. Petersburg

$10/day, free parking
wwwwww..mmaannaatteeeeppaattcchhwwoorrkkeerrss..ccoomm  
FFaacceebbooookk  @@  SSuunnccooaasstt  QQuuiilltt  EExxppoo  

November 15 (9:00-4:00)      
November 16, 2024 (9:00-2:30) 

Harvest United Methodist Church  
14305 Covenant Way        

Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

Open Tues-Sat 10am-4pm   727-461-4171
Batiks, Wools,Civil War, Flannels, Quilters’ Cotton, Children’s Prints, 

Quilt Kits, and all the latest quilt books and patterns! 

CCoouunnttrryy  QQuuiillttss
11998833  DDrreeww  SStt..,,  CClleeaarrwwaatteerr,,  FFLL    3333776655

www.facebook.com/CountyQuiltsandBears

Englewood, Rotonda West

Cedar Valley Crafts
Handmade with Heart

232 N. Indiana Ave.
Englewood, FL

• Cross-Stitch and Embroidery Kits and Floss
• We carry Sullivans Floss • Pre-Cuts & Patterns

• Professional Quilt Finishing
• Amish Quilts and handmade

gifts ready for pickup.

Your local quilt 
and fabric shop in 

beautiful SW Florida.

Englewood’s ONLY 
Quilt & Fabric Shop!

www.cedarvalleycrafts.com
cedarvalleycraftsFL@gmail.com

Tues-Fri: 10 - 6   Sat: 10 - 3  •  941-681-2313

Searsport Rug Hooking
Classes, Events & Supplies for Rug Hooking,

Applique and Penny Rug work

31 Chailett Road • Suites 1 & 2 & 3
Rotonda West, FL • 941-828-1799

Tuesday-Friday 10am–5pm; Open fi rst Saturday of each month
Shop our website 24/7!   www.searsportrughooking.com

• 1000’s of Yards of Wool
• 100’s of Kits for Applique & Stitchers

• Flannels that look like Wool!
• Largest Rug Hooking, Applique &
Punching Supplies in Southern USA!

• Largest Supply of Valdani Threads in FL!

Check website for Workshops!
Spots fi ll up FAST. Sign up for our 

emails to stay up to day on
special events, classes & more!

Use our equipment, we’ll teach you! ONLY pay  for 
materials. You must pre-register, call sign up online!

FREE THURSDAY 
STITCHING GROUP TOO!

So Many Classes…  EACH Month!

Almost 5,000 sq. ft. of
Wools, Fabrics & Classroom!

                             Applique and Penny Rug work

NO CLASS FEE - CHECK ONLINE CALENDAR FOR DATES!

materials. You must pre-register, call sign up online!

ALL
FREE!!

STORE  CLOSING  SALE!STORE  CLOSING  SALE!

Store Closing Sale Starting NOW!
Discounts starting at 35% OFF!

Last day open Dec. 31 - or sooner
Stop in to take advantage of these GREAT deals!
Come share your memories and say “Goodbye.”

Shop on-line! Use this reusable code at checkout: 12312024

“After 8 wonderful years of 
serving this amazing 

community, it is with mixed 
emotions that we announce 
the closing of A & A White 
Sewing Center. We have 

decided to retire and 
begin a new chapter.”

~ Sherrie and Mike

“Thank you for being part of our family.
We will cherish the memories and friendships

we’ve made over the years.”
~ Your friends from A & A White

Custom quilting, machine
services, and on-line classes 

WILL continue!

4038 Louis Avenue, Suite 104, Holiday, FL• 727-232-6718
www.AAWhiteSewingCenter.com

Follow us: facebook.com/sewhappy2016

Fabric Smart

Professional Service with a Smile!
6798 Crosswinds Drive N., Suite C101 

St. Petersburg, FL 33710

Proudly Serving our Diverse Community with 
Relevant Art on Fabric for Sewing, Quilting and Crafting.

Easy access from I-275, Exit for 22nd Ave. N. & go west, one block S. of Tyrone Mall

Also shop online - etsy.com/shop/fabricsmart
Mon-Sat, 10 am to 5 pm | Sun, Noon to 5 pm727-914-8850

Now a sponsor of WEDU-PBS Now a sponsor of WEDU-PBS 
for Sewing & Quilting Programmingfor Sewing & Quilting Programming

925 10th St. E (US Hwy 301) • Palmetto, FL 34221
Across from John Deere Tractors, south side of road in Colonial Center.

www.quiltershavenanmore.comwww.quiltershavenanmore.com
Facebook: quiltershavenllc. Instagram: quilters_haven_llc
Closed Sun-Mon; Tues-Sat 10-3 • 941-729-0511Closed Sun-Mon; Tues-Sat 10-3 • 941-729-0511

“When You’re Ready for the Best”“When You’re Ready for the Best”

3,000+ Bolts of Fabric3,000+ Bolts of Fabric

Do you need your machine cleaned? We can help!Do you need your machine cleaned? We can help!

VisitVisit
Liz’s RoomLiz’s Room

Authorized Sales & Service of 
Husqvarna Viking  

Sewing Machines & Sergers

New Extra Large Classroom!New Extra Large Classroom!

Large Large 
Kimberbell Selection!Kimberbell Selection! I love all things tea and all things writing. So, years ago,

when I received a call from the editor of  TEA: A Magazine
to write an article, I was doubly excited.

“I have a tea shop I need written up for my next issue,”
she said. “Are you interested?”

Interested? Of  course! Who wouldn’t want to be published
in this prestigious magazine?

It would require a trip to Whidbey Island, about an hour’s drive and ferry trip away,
and would need to be completed in three weeks. It sounded appealing. But the day
before, I learned our daughter had developed problems in her last trimester of  pregnancy
and was put on bed rest. She needed my help with meals, housework and caring for
her two-year-old son. Though I love all things tea and writing, they can’t always be my
priority.

I paused and swallowed hard. “I would love to write the article,” I said. “But I can’t
at this time.” I explained my situation and asked her to keep me in mind for future
writing.

My daughter was my priori-TEA. I knew I had made the right decision. Even so,
during the next weeks, I kept thinking about the assignment I had declined and wished
I could have accepted it.

After the birth of  our second grandson, Alex, a healthy baby boy, my daughter was
on her feet again. To my surprise, I received an email from the same editor. “I didn’t
publish the piece on the tea shop yet. Could you write it now?”

I smiled. The timing was perfect. I sensed God had honored my priority towards my
family and had saved the assignment for me. Now I did have time to make tea and
writing a priori-TEA.

My husband and I enjoyed our trip to Whidbey Island to visit Anna’s Tea Room,
which was new to us. We received a warm Victorian welcome from the proprietor,
who was eager to tell us about the tea shop while we sipped delicious blends of  tea. I
enjoyed a black flavored tea while my husband sipped an autumn blend that combined
Earl Grey and apricot teas. We also sampled tasty foods, including a decadent chocolate
dessert.

I returned home eager to share my warm memories with readers.
When the copy of  TEA: A Magazine* with my article arrived, I was thrilled. The

background palette for my two-page spread used my favorite pastel colors—pink,
periwinkle, and blue. It looked so beautiful, and I felt gratified to see my priori-TEAS
rewarded.

My husband and I returned to Anna’s Tea Room several times over the next years
and took our granddaughter Clara there for a tea outing. “It’s so fancy,” Clara said as
she touched the lace curtains.

During our last visit, we sadly learned that Anna’s Tea Room was closing. However,
the owner generously shared her recipe for the rich chocolate dessert on her menu.
I’ve included the recipe for Chocolate Satin Pie for you to enjoy. When I serve it, my
tastebuds dance and I’m reminded of  the time God rewarded my priori-TEAS.

*This magazine was published from 1994 to 2012 and I had the joy of  writing for it
several times.

–Lydia E. Harris is a tea enthusiast and the author of  three books for grandparents:
GRAND Moments: Devotions Inspired by Grandkids, In the Kitchen with Grandma:

Stirring Up Tasty Memories Together, and Preparing My Heart for Grandparenting, all
available anywhere books are sold.

A Cup of Tea with Lydia
by Lydia E. HarrisPriori-TEAS

From Lydia’s Recipe File:
Chocolate Satin Pie

Ingredients:
1 ready-made 9-inch pie crust
Pie Filling
1 12-oz. can evaporated milk
Directions:
1. In a medium-sized saucepan, combine the milk and egg yolks. Cook over medium
heat, stirring constantly with a wooden spoon, until the mixture thickens. Do not
boil.
2. Remove from heat and stir in chocolate chips. Stir until melted and combined.
2. Cool filling. Then pour it into the pie crust and chill for several hours or until
thickened.
3. When ready to serve, top with whipped cream.
4. If  desired, garnish with nuts, shaved chocolate, or swirls of  chocolate syrup. Or
for the holidays, top with crushed candy canes.
Serves 8 to 10

2 large egg yolks, beaten
2 cups semisweet chocolate chips
(12 oz. bag)

KISSed Quilts
Time for a Positive Attitude

by Marlene Oddie

If you haven’t had breast cancer yourself, you
probably know a family member or friend that has
been through this experience. My mother is almost
a 20 yr survivor. I am so grateful to still have her
in my life. October is Breast Cancer Awareness
month. When given the opportunity to participate
in a Pink-tober event, I designed this Positive
Attitude quilt to remind us all, no matter the
occasion, having a positive attitude is always a good
thing.

This was originally made up in the Positively Pink
collection from Island Batik (top). I started with a
10” square stack and added a background fabric
to mix in with the low volume prints. Strategic
placement of  the low volume pink fabrics made
for a subtle symmetrical design in the background.

I’ve also made it up in the Benartex collection
by Christa Watson called Stitchy (bottom). This is
a large collection with several low volume fabrics
which begged for a scrappy background. Creating
a strata of  five fabrics with the same motif  and
ordering them in a reverse rainbow for the outer
border gives it an extra glow.

There are so many possibilities with this design.
The key is to maintain a contrast between the
background and the plus symbols. Within the plus symbols there is medium and dark
values to show smaller plus signs.

As we draw attention to Breast Cancer Awareness month—don’t forget to do monthly
self  exams and get your mammogram annually. Positive Attitude patterns available at
www.kissedquilts.com.

Happy Stitching!

-Marlene Oddie (marlene@kissedquilts.com) is an engineer by education, project
manager by profession and now a quilter by passion in Grand Coulee, WA at

her quilt shop, KISSed Quilts. She quilts for hire on a Gammill Optimum
Plus, but especially enjoys designing quilts and assisting in the creation of  a

meaningful treasure for the recipient. Fabric, patterns, kits and templates are
available at http://www.kissedquilts.com. Follow Marlene’s adventures via

http://www.facebook.com/kissedquilts and https://www.instagram.com/marlene.kissedquilts

smudged invoice that contains a laundry list of necessary repairs.
My doctor and I are playing this game. I am the car and he is the mechanic. At 

this point in my life, I guess it’s all about maintenance! It must be the same for 
most people I know because medical issues seem to be the center of conversations 
these days.

The perils of aging do not just center around physical health. Financial health 
can be just as demanding. Having your “affairs in order “(as they say) can be a 
stressful task. These days, it is important to note that having a will is sometimes 
not enough. 

In many states, it is just as important to have a trust (again…disclaimer above!). 
Not having a trust can stall the disbursement of your estate and make it extremely 
difficult for your loved ones who are left with the task of settling your affairs. 

Recently, it came to mind that there is another sign that we are truly aging. That 
sign was when my adult children started telling me what they wanted of my pos-
sessions when I am gone.  WHAT? I still am using my life’s collection of “stuff” 
and have no intention of turning it over!

In all seriousness, the Organizer in me appreciates the fact that it would be a 
great idea to make a list of family heirlooms and who wants to claim them (or who 
I want them to go to). Again, it will make it easier for the family to take care of.

To sum it all up…don’t ignore your engine. Do the maintenance. Keep the paper-
work in order. Try not to fill every conversation with the who knows who of medi-
cal disasters (…” Did you hear about Gladys and her gallbladder? Poor dear.”)

Age is truly a state of mind…with a bit of self-awareness attached. We can age 
without acting like we are. (Note to self: Be aware of grunting noises when getting 
up out of a chair. Definitely not a young person’s habit.) C’mon. We’ve got this. I 
know we do! 

Julie Pirtle lives in Eagle Point, Oregon. She is a Professional Organizer and owner/op-
erator of Clutter Happens. She also works with clients nationally through video consulta-
tions. The Clutter Challenged can reach her at clutterhappens@gmail.com, on Facebook:/
clutterhappens or her website www.clutterhappens.com

Aging, cont. from page 7

Maranda Jones’ new book Random Acts 
is now available at amazon.com 

TThhee  bbooookk  iinncclluuddeess  hheerr  rreeaaddeerr--aaccccllaaiimmeedd  aarrttiicclleess  ffrroomm  tthhee  llaasstt  ddeecc--

Pieces From My Heart
by Jan Keller

Sunflower Wisdom
Is it the distinctive taste of a juicy tomato picked fresh from the vine that

marks the coming of Autumn? Or the way the dewy morning haze brings out
the naturally vivid and intense colors of nature? No—for me it’s the sunflower
boldly emblazoned with all of Autumn’s glory. Nourished and fed by a deeply-
rooted support system, the sunflower basks in the lingering rays of Indian
Summer light for as long as possible. 

Almost every summer my husband John traditionally plants sunflowers. With a
shovel he prepares the soil and then with a hoe a straight trench is made in the
dirt. While he is doing that, I’m scratching my head as I try to remember where I
put the seed packets. I know John and I selected and bought them; but where
on earth did I put them?

As soon as the seeds are located, I tear open each
envelope and mix them so my sunflower patch will be
an interesting assortment of color and variety. John
and I carefully selected seeds to provide for a wide
range of sunflower colors— from yellow to bronze to
rusty red—as well as varieties that will grow to have
mammoth blossoms over a foot wide. I then give all of
the seeds to John in a single envelope so he can
evenly plant them in a straight row. Soon the seeds
are planted and covered with a layer of soil—and then
it’s time to patiently wait and watch day by day as the
sunflowers grow tall quickly—up to our knees, waists,
shoulders, and finally our heads.

Once the stalks begin to bloom, I ponder the wisdom of the sunflower. Just
watch them. The sunflower is wise—so smart it somehow knows it should follow
the light. Every morning they quickly turn their heads to watch the sunrise. At
noon they’re looking straight up toward the sky. All day the sunflowers follow
the light and get to watch every sunset.

This year, however, even though we planted sunflower seeds, the sunflowers
didn’t grow. John and I watched as sprouts poked through the soil—only to be
devoured prematurely by silly crows. If they were smart and patient, in the fall,
there would be plenty of sunflower seeds to eat and enjoy all winter long!

All too often I’m like those eager crows—very quick to devour and destroy,
even though my desire is to be more like the sunflower—always, first, and fore-
most seeking the true source of light.

Jesus told us, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk
in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  (John 8:12)

E n j o y  M o r e  o f  J a n ’ s  C o l u m n s
O R D E R  H E R  B O O K S  T O DAY

Life is like a quilt, pieced together from a
unique patchwork of memories, friendships,

 joys, and challenges  In each of these books,
syndicated columnist Jan Keller is down to
earth and refreshingly transparent as she
opens the door to life’s dreams, triumphs

 and struggles in a heart-warming
way that will touch you forever  You’ll

love the way she spins ‘yarns’ that
weave the pieces of a treasured tapestry into a vivid depiction of life and love 

SPECIAL OFFER! Order both books for just $25 and SAVE Shipping & Handling!

Mail your order to: Black Sheep Books, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Peyton, CO 80831-8458 

©2024 Jan Keller  No reprint without permission  Jan shares other pieces of her life in her books,
Pieces From My Crazy Quilt, and The Tie That Binds These books can be ordered by calling 
719-866-8570, or writing: Black Sheep Books, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Peyton, CO 80831

Random Acts 
by Maranda K  Jones 

Chips and Dip 
“Come on over!” is a rare phrase to escape 

my mouth. I am constantly in awe of the au-
thors who write articles about their hosting  
abilities, welcoming people into their homes 
and serving them well-thought out treats, willing to please. These gracious 
people are sure to satisfy their guests’ wants for conversation and confections. 
Thirsts are quenched at these parties, and I would love to be comfortable invit-
ing others into my home. I am just not there yet.  

Hospitality is indeed a spiritual gift that some have been blessed with. This 
was a recent topic of discussion in Sunday School with myriad opinions. Why do 
more people not invite others into their homes as much as they used to? Some 
people feel inadequate, fear their messes will be judged, or keep such a busy 
schedule that it feels impossible. Maybe it is a perfectionist attitude that thinks 
the menu needs to be elaborate and nothing will measure up to the guests’   
expectations. Do we worry that we won’t measure up? We are humble people 
that need each other. Our society in general has shifted from gathering with 
neighbors often, and it shows in the layouts of our communities. Porches were 
once commonly placed on the front of the houses, lined up facing the street, 
calling to passersby to stop in, enjoy a refreshing drink while rocking and talking 
to (or about!) other neighbors. Now a backyard oasis is the ultimate getaway, 
the coveted landscape project of many home improvement plans. 

My improvement plan involves prayer and developing this spiritual gift of 
hospitality. I usually pray that someone else will host and that I will be a gracious 
guest! Time for some transformation. Others have been blessed, and I feel I 
need to work to grow in this aspect of my life. Today I am feeling convicted 
about this self-construction project. Can I renovate enough to feel comfortable 
and eager to please? We shall see. We are starting small, with a snack. 

My youngest daughter and I love chips and dip. When we take a road trip, 
we make a stop for those must-have snacks. Her go-to grab is always chips and 
dip. Whether it is salsa, cheese dip, bean dip or guacamole, one of these sides 
and tortilla chips is always her first choice. A combination of French onion dip 
and wavy potato chips comes in second, for she is not picky. When we are home, 
chips and dip are an easy appetizer for three hungry teenagers. They will grab a 
bag, a bowl, and a jar to feed their growing appetites. Snacking on chips and
dip before a meal while we are cooking, they stand near the counter crunching 
and munching, conversing about whatever comes to mind. 

This got me thinking. If conversation comes this easily over a simple shared 
snack, we should offer to share chips and dip with a neighbor. We could invite 
friends or relatives to come over and catch up over a bowl of chips. It isn’t 
fancy, but neither am I. My friends and family already know that, so I should 
stop waiting and start feeding my growing appetite for connections. We would 
not have to clear a whole day, or even clear our whole table, to offer some 
grace, attention, and friendship to someone we love. And on those days when 
hosting at our own home feels too hard, we could still be outgoing. We could
meet somewhere to break bread, or chips, rather. 

© 2023 Maranda K  Jones
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Jacksonville, Orange Park

37th Annual Show
September 19-20-21, 2024

Prime Osborn
Convention 
Center
1000 Water St.
Jacksonville FL

$15/day, Senior, Veteran and 
Bus Discounts; Free Parking

Golden Needle SponsorGolden Needle SponsorGolden Needle Sponsor

www.quiltfestjax.com
Facebook @quiltfestjax
Instagram @jaxquiltfest
400 quilts; 50+ vendors; New Boutique; 
Silent auction to benefit Community Hospice 
PedsCare Bereavement; ...much more

Quiltfestjax is a 501c3 nonprofit. This all-volunteer show is 
hosted by Seven Sister Quilt Guilds.

Check out the new Classes 
& Events on our website!
Call 904-269-6911 for more details

Quilting ServicesQuilting Services
   Custom/Computerized   Custom/Computerized
Over 500+ designs!Over 500+ designs!

Join 
us!

Northeast Florida’s
Only Exclusive 

Babylock Dealer and
Authorized Repair Center

Don’t Miss 
Upcoming
 Kimberbell 
Academy 
Events

ONLY Store with TWO Full-time Certifi ed 
Baby Lock & Brother Technicians on Staff . 

Authorized Dealer for: Baby Lock • OESD
Dealer Exclusive Shop: Kimberbell Designs

WE BEAT 
ANY DEALER 

PRICES

 Discounts on Fabric
 Sewing Furniture
 Repair & Service 

on All Brands of Machines

1857 Wells Rd. • Orange Park, FL 32073 • 904-269-6911 
info@calicostation.com • www.calicostation.com

Hours:  Sunday 12-4 • Mon Closed • Tuesday - Saturday 10-5

Port Charlotte, Punta Gorda

 

Hours:         
M-T-W-F 10-5 | Th 10-6 | Sat 9-3 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
         

Fabric | Notions | Kits | Classes | Tours 
      941-347-8189 
          thewhitedaisyquiltshop.com 

Towles Plaza   |   2705 Tamiami Trail   |   Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
 

Southwest Florida’s Newest Quilt Shop 

Mon-Fri 10-5    Sat 9-3

Ask during your visit or check our website for class 
schedules, events and to sign up for our newsletter!

• Large selection of sewing accessories, notions, quilting 
and garment fabric. Over 2000 bolts of fabric in stock.

• Certi� ed service center, with experienced technicians 
who work on all makes & models. 

• O� ering extensive guide classes, along with creative 
project classes.  

• Large variety of classes, taught by outstanding education 
specialists, that are designed to be informative, fun and easy! 

• We share tips that will increase your sewing success, along with 
helpful hints and suggestions to spark your creativity!

Fabric by Moda, Hoffman, Benartex, Timeless Treasures,
Andover, Island Batik, South Sea Imports & More

Sewing Notions & Clubs
Classes: Sewing, Quilting, Machines, Specialty, Software, 

Garment Construction and others 
Sewing Machine Repairs by 

Service Appointments 

Th��� y�� f�� �� �n� u� T�� Bes� 
S���n� S�u�i� �� Ch���ot �� C��n��!

Charlotte Sewing Studio is proud to be a 
Singer, Pfaff, BERNINA and Husqvarna Viking 

dealer offering machine sales & service.

1109 Tamiami Trail
Port Charlotte, Florida 33953

941.235.3555 • www.CharlotteSewingStudio.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30am to 5pm & Sat 9:30am to 3pm

Now  
o� ering  Longarm  Quilting 

Services

SWFL only Private Re-
treat House. Relax, 
craft at your leisure 

with your closest 
friends.  

Crafting Space with twelve

tables/Chairs

Full Kitchen / Dining Room

3 bedrooms/2 bath sleeps 12

Swim Spa/Hot Tub: Bring 
suits and favorite beverages

Www.alpacafunretreat.com

Punta Gorda, FL 

Reservations: 

361-739-8875

Email: 
Jerry@alpacafunretreat.com

Certified Massage 
therapist available 

with advance 
notice.

Ponds/Canal—birds eye view

Lots of amenities: cutting 
table, cuttlebug, ribbon, 
paper and more

Owners Becky and Jerry 
Courtesy of Naples Scrappers

Wool, yarn & fabric vendors, free demos, classes, rug 
show, applique show, punched pieces show, door 

prizes, raffles and so much more! Sign up for 1, 2 or 3 
days, or come for the day just to shop and view the art 

show for $12 at the door. All info & details including               
                             registration, classes, lodging                        
                            and more on the website at

                               www.littlequiltstore.com

Proceeds go to

Harbor Hookin’Harbor Hookin’
Feb. 4, 5 & 6, 2025Feb. 4, 5 & 6, 2025
Charlotte Harbor Event & Conference Center

75 Taylor Street, Punta Gorda, Florida, 33950
Tues & Wed 9-4    Thurs 9-3:30                           COME VISIT 

THESE VENDORS: 
ACROSS GENERATIONS 

ATTIC HEIRLOOMS
CAPRI BOYLE RUG STUDIO

EPICUREAN BOUTIQUE
GOAT HILL DESIGNS

HARDCASTLE FOLK ART
LITTLE QUILT STORE 
OTAVALO TEXTILES

PANBANGED KNIT & FIBER SHOPPE
RAVEN’S GATE PRIMITIVES

THE BEE SKEP
WILLOW CREEK RUG HOOKING

WOVEN TREASURES

LITTLE QUILT STORE PRESENTS

Follow us on social media for all the
latest arrivals and updates!

QUILTING FABRIC
GARMENT FABRIC
WIDE BACKINGS
QUILT KITS
WOOL
CROSS STITCH

CLASSES
MACHINES
NOTIONS
QUILTING
MACHINE SERVICE
AND MUCH MORE!

Serving our quilting community from
TWO great locations!

4220 Hood Road
Jacksonville, FL 32257

(904) 374-0532

8358 Point Meadows Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32256

(904) 519-7705
(formerly Paula's Fine Fabrics)

WWW.CINNAMONSQUILTS.COM

CINNAMON'S OFFERS:

Mon-Thu 10am-5pm
Fri-Sat 10am-4pm

Sun 12:30-4pm

Mon-Sat 10am-5pm
CLOSED Sunday

Would your group or  
guild like to receive  

FREE COPIES  
of each issue of 

The Florida Register?
Just send an email to 

ads@TheRegisterWeb.com
or call 1-866-825-9217

Let us know how many copies (25 minimum)  
and a street shipping address.
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Anthony, Citra, Keystone Heights, St. Augustine

Specialty Coffee Roastery
• 30 Varieties and Blends
• 19 Flavored Coffees
• Over 100 Teas
• Coffee Shop/Espresso Bar
• Wholesale Coffee
• Custom Labels

Mon- Fri: 6:30 am - 3:00 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm
Sunday: Closed
322 SE State Rd 100, Suite D
Keystone Heights, FL 32656
352.478.8174
www.FirePower.Coffee

®

Specialty Coffee Roastery

• Coffee Shop/Espresso Bar
• Wholesale Coffee
• Custom Labels

Our Cups Runneth Over!

Bringing Hope Thrift Store

Come Visit Us at 18350 N US Hwy 301 • Citra, FL • 352-502-1495

Shop Online! www.BringingHopeStore.com
 and www.facebook.com/bringinghope1

Thrift Happy!

Where Your Shopping Makes a Difference!
We offer a nice selection of gently used clothing and items. 

Our store funds Hope Outreach Help Center. 

The Old Sewing Machine Man.Net

In business 
since 2008

www.theoldsewingmachineman.net

352-867-8035
Open by

appointment

13225 NE 39th Terrace • Anthony, FL. 32617

YES - WE’RE STILL IN BUSINESS!
We still carry Singer featherweights,

featherweight parts and supplies,
and other vintage sewing machines.

We no longer do shows, but we are still here
to serve your sewing machine needs.

www.theoldsewingmachineman.net

1975 Old Moultrie Rd.
St. Augustine, FL  32086

904-826-4007
www.beesquiltshop.com

Hrs: Mon-Sat 10-4

Bernina Sewing Machines

Join Us 
Sept 23-Oct 19 

for a 
BIG BLOWOUT SALE!

St. Augustine, FL  32086 Join Us Join Us 

Contact us for the 
Bernina 990 Machine

Fabric & Notions
Professional Longarm

Quilting Services
Sewing Machine Services

Become Inspired
Decorating, Entertaining and
Living in the Early American Style

by Annice Rockwell

A Bountiful Harvest
As the long days of  summer begin to wind down, there

is a noticeable shift in the air. Cooler breezes and crystal-
clear sunshine greet us now as fall slowly arrives. Tall corn
fields and overflowing gardens lining our country roads
bring us a feeling of fall and a promise of a bountiful
harvest. Our pumpkin vines are loaded with huge orange
and white pumpkins and speckled among the garden beds
are striped gourds in green, white and orange—perfect for
our country decorating.

As we enjoy our happy, fall weekends, we notice our local farm stands selling colorful,
freshly harvested bundles of  Indian corn. Weathered harvest baskets are filled with
just-picked apples of  all varieties. And cider spiced with cinnamon and clove is an
ideal treat as we shop for other special fall delights.

Fun Fall Destinations
Harvest festivals and antiques shows are a fun fall destination to celebrate the season.

Gatherings of  vendors offering everything from handcrafted scarecrows to hand-
poured jar candles in splendid scents like pumpkin souffle and cornbread and honey
are blended with food trucks offering signature specialties like hot apple dumplings
with vanilla ice cream or pulled pork barbeque sandwiches with a side of  baked beans.
These celebrations, whether large or small, provide us a chance to bask in the glory of
fall.

Antiques shops are also filled with fresh inspiration and vibrant color in fall. Displays
are often rearranged and layered to reflect a season of  creating added warmth and
ambiance in our home. Tin lighting paired with antique redware along with hand-
hooked textiles of  a fall scene are the perfect tablescape for fall. Freshly picked pumpkins
arranged with warm-toned garden mums in antique stoneware crocks create a new
look on our front step and around our keeping room fireplace. And a towering scarecrow
designed with tobacco pickets, a classic checkered flannel, overalls and a worn hat add
autumnal interest to our garden beds. These creations can become part of  a family
tradition where everyone leaves with a finished fall project.

Harvesting Blessings
Whether it is venturing out to find just the right elements to change your accents to

fall or gathering with friends to enjoy a harvest festival or a nighttime agricultural fair,
fall is a time of  fun. All around us nature is providing a bounty all her own. And as we
take the time to celebrate this new season, we will indeed be harvesting blessings of
our very own.

 --Annice Bradley Rockwell is an educator and owner of  Pomfret Antiques. She is currently
working on her book, New England Girl. NewEnglandGirl2012@hotmail.com  England

Girl. NewEnglandGirl2012@hotmail.com

by Barbara Kalkis
Labors of Love Last Forever

If  the Year gave a party, I think
September would stroll into the room with
quiet assurance and accompanied by the
muffled drum beat of  a military marching
band. There’s an aura about the month that
screams “schedules,”  “routines,” “order,”
“discipline,” “school is in session,” and,
worst of  all, “summer is over” – although
summer doesn’t even end until the third
week of  the month!

What makes September feel like Summer
is Over? I think it’s because kids are back in school’s structured days, and the autumn
sports, band practices, and drama club rehearsals are in full swing. At home,
chrysanthemums and zinnias still blaze in their vibrant colors; fields fade to yellows
and creamy whites. Trees begin their slow turn to autumn with red, orange, gold and
yellow outlining the veins of  once vibrant green leaves.

Mostly, I think September stands out because of  Labor Day. In the parade of  months
January hosts the new year. Hooray! Out with old! In with the New! February keeps us
in suspense about when winter will end based on the whims of  a groundhog. March
boasts a Lion and a Lamb to excuse its alternating onion snows and breezy spring
days. April welcomes fools. May begins honoring International Workers, Moms, and
those lost in war. Who can compete with that?

June formally welcomes Summer, regardless of  not having a groundhog or other
prescient animal. And what’s not to like about all the graduations and weddings? July
is Independence Day and just plain fun with 31 days of  summer. August languidly
meanders into the year’s party with it dog-days of  heat and the listlessness of  doing
nothing but lazily dreaming in a hammock, or dreaming of  owning a hammock. Barely
waking from the wonderful dreams that Summer inspires, September arrives to wake
us up to the reality of  work.

Unlike May’s focus on people who work, September focuses on the jobs that workers
do. Labor Day is about all those occupations that require physical effort. Is there any
word that speaks to intense physical effort, shoulder-to-the-grindstone, head-down
concentration on getting a job done? I don’t think so.

But every cloud has at least one silver lining, and September has many. There’s
honor in labor. Sure, there’s honor in work, but work isn’t the same as labor. Work is
something we all do, like homework, housework, field work, earning-a-living work.
Labor requires the diligence of  doing a difficult job masterfully well, concentrating
with a needle-eyed focus. Labor is about the pride we feel when we’ve completed a
chore perfectly or close to perfect.

The crafting projects we undertake pale next to the labor of  building a skyscraper,
farming crops that will feed many, manufacturing electronic devices that drive
technology, or working in a factory. What binds us are the qualities required for any
job well done: energy, determination, and a deep-down love of  doing something really
well for ourselves and others. However, you labor – for work or for love or both –
happy Labor Day! Join the party, September!

--©Barbara Kalkis, 2024. Barbara is a writer, teacher and high-tech consultant. She views
these jobs as fun work, while cooking and house chores are labor. Her poetry book is Little

Ditties for Every Day: A Collection of  Thoughts in Rhyme and Rhythm.
The Love Of Fall by Michele Hardman

I’ve been waiting all year for it and it’s finally here. Of
the four seasons in southern Indiana, Fall is by far my
favorite of  them all. Early mornings and late evenings
become a little chilly, where you need a light shirt or jacket
to be comfortable. The sun may still be shining, but it’s
not quite as bright and intense.

Multiple colors of  mums begin to appear in garden centers. Every year I tell myself
I’m not spending more money on any of  them…. but I almost always end up buying
a few anyway. Then to go along with the mums bringing color to my porches, I also
have to buy a few bright orange pumpkins too. I get them all arranged, stand back to
survey my work, and smile.

I also smile as I drive down the road and admire the gorgeous bursts of  color now
washing over the trees. Vibrant reds, yellows and oranges. It’s simply breathtaking.
Burning bushes start to “burn,” with their leaves turning a flaming red. Sumac berries
turn a deep burgundy. And there’s usually a large vase of  cheery sunflowers on my
dining room table. Even though I hate to see my spunky little hummingbirds leave for
their winter vacation, it’s always fun to notice all the ‘new’ friends who stop by my bird
feeders for a few weeks on their migration south. Rose Breasted Grosbeaks are one of
my favorites, with their bright red, white and black markings. The yellow finches that
almost looked as if  they could glow in the dark all Summer are now subtly turning a
soft olive green. Suddenly I hear a familiar noise in the sky and look up to see a large
group of  Sandhill Cranes.

Gardeners are bringing in the last of  their fruits and vegetables and are busy canning
and preserving them to savor throughout the coming winter months. Some of  the
things will hang on till the first hard frost, but all the hard work all spring and summer
has been rewarded with freshness to still enjoy. Just as the sights are changing with the
Fall season, so are the scents in the air. Go outside, close your eyes, and take a deep
breath. Smell the straw bales, the burning leaves in the yard, the dusty, earthy smell of
crops being harvested in the nearby fields. The sweet smell of  caramel apples at the
Farmer’s Market. Days are getting shorter, which encourages me to burn more candles
in my home and office. This time of  year calls for candles like cinnamon, vanilla, and
nutmeg varieties. Hot apple cider becomes one of  my regular comfort drinks, along
with pumpkin spiced coffee and lattes. Tank shirts are traded out for flannel shirts.
Shorts are traded for blue jeans. And flip flops have been traded for stylish (but
comfortable) boots.

   Yes, I enjoy the longer days and warm nights of  Summer, but for me, it’s just hard
to beat the bonfires and crisp, fresh feel in the air during the Fall. Don’t you agree?

--©2024 Michele Hardmon writes from her home in southern Indiana.

Make a wool appli-
qued wall hanging 
or table mat. Create 
a punchneedle or 
hooked rug piece. 
If you’re a paint-
er, create these 
flowers on paper, 
wood or canvas. 
Enlarge this pat-
tern to your desired 
size.  Whatever craft 
you choose, have 
fun! Not for com-
mercial use. Please 
give the artist credit.
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Order from countryberries.com 24/7 and follow Countryberries on Facebook.

Countryberries LLC

Whimsies and necessaries for your country home and garden
330 North Road  Deerfield, NH 03037

603-463-7615    www.countryberries.com   Like us on Facebook
Please check our website or FB page for current hours
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Bowl of Wool Penny Flowers
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305 St. Johns Ave.
Palatka, FL 32177

386-385-5678
Mon–Fri 10-5:30 • Sat 9-4

Where you always feel welcomed!Where you always feel welcomed!

Visit Facebook for daily/weekly specials  •  www.missdsquilts.com

• Featuring an excellent selection
  of Batiks, Orientals, blenders & collections
• Embroidery classes throughout the month
• Machine Rental available, $15 per hr
• Quilts of  Valor,  every 1st  Thursday

Baby Lock Solaris Vision: the newest experience
in embroidery and at a fabulous price!

   Miss D’s has great o� ers for previously loved
machines: sergers and long-arms. All well 

maintained and reasonably priced.

               Baby Lock, Viking and Handi Quilter
               certi� ed technician

               on sta� !

We offer
MySewNet
Premium
Software!

EMBROIDERY  CLUB
1st weekend of the month

SERGER  CLUB
2nd weekend of the month

8,000+ sq. ft. and 1,000’s of bolts... 
there’s something for everyone!

Come See Us for Great 
Deals on Handi Quilters! 

We are a full service dealer. 
Hands-on HQ Instructor

led classes for 
beginning to advanced 

for free motion and Pro-Stitcher.

3-Day Handi Quilter Event at the Jax Quilt Show
SEPT. 19-20-21

Miss D’s is excited to offer this special 3-day Handi Quilter
training with National Educator Leigh Zipf.

This hands on learning event will have only 2 people
per machine,  Amara 20 with Pro-Stitcher.

Register for this class NOW!
If you have questions, please contact Miss D’s Quilts

at 386-385-5678 or Missd@missdsquilts.com
Sign up online at:

https://missdsquilts.com/event/handi-quilter-event-
jacksonville-quilt-show-sept-19-21/#tribe-tickets

Come Learn & Create with Miss D’s!

No set up
charge for new 

machines.
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Daytona Beach, Edgewater

We are all about knowing when it comes to sewing!

• 30+ Years of Service in the
Greater Daytona Beach Area!

• Service on Most Makes & Models
• Fabric, Software & Accessories

386-767-3545 • www.sewinggarret.com
sales@sewinggarret.com

949 Beville Rd, Bldg B•Daytona Beach, FL 32119
Tues. - Thurs. 9 - 5:30 • Fri. 9 - 5 • Sat. 9 - 2

Stay tuned fornew product
releases!

thesewinggarret

new product
releases!

new product
releases!

new product

The Sewing Garret

Holly Hill

Yes! There is a prize for one of the correct entries. 

Address

Page #:

Pictured in the magnifying glass is a 
small portion of one of our ads. Can 
you find the ad that it came from?
If you can, just fill in the form 

below and send it to us at:
The Florida Register 

PO Box 2419
Cumming, GA 30028

Can You Find This Ad?

Advertiser’s Name
My Name
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3,700 sq. ft. filled with
3,100+ Bolts of Quality Fabric!

• Kimberbell/OESD Certifi ed Store
• Long Arm Machine Quilting Services

• Beautiful Selection of Batiks • Classes

1585 N. Nova Rd
Holly Hill, FL  32117

Less than 4 miles off  I-95 • Quilters’ Bus Tours Welcomed

Mon-Sat 10-5 • 386-310-7070
SHOP ONLINE  ANYTIME AT
www.thesewnquiltco.com

We are Your Auth� ized Dealer f� 

Aussie
Sewing Cabinet

Wallaby
Sewing Cabinet

Kangaroo & Joey
Sewing Cabinet

SEPTEMBER

$1,699
Reg: $2,299

get a free Kiwi
($699 value)

+

$1,999
Reg: $2,699

get a free Kiwi
($699 value)

+

$1,999
Reg: $2,699

get a free Kiwi
($699 value)

+

National Quilting Month: September 4 - October 1

Visit our booth at QuiltFest Jacksonville 
Sept 19-21 • Featuring PFAFF machines

The Comfy Cozy Quilt
The leaves are falling, the days are cooler and it’s time to pull out those fall quilts for

snuggling.
Nothing feels better on a chilly day than a flannel quilt. Whether it’s used for a quick

nap, to wrap up at a Friday night football game or just to cuddle under while watching
a good movie, a flannel quilt just makes you feel loved.

This quick and easy quilt can be stitched up in no time at all. Pre-wash and dry your
flannel before starting because flannel tends to shrink and then cut and sew this in a
day. Sew in rows and then sew the rows together. Tip: I use sticky notes to hide all but
of  the row I’m working on. This will help you stay organized so that the right colors
end up in the correct position.

With just 3 colors, fabric selection is easy. Make it in school colors, Christmas colors,
winter blues or whatever fabric ‘speaks to you’. Gather a group of  friends and have a
quilting party! Have everyone pre-cut their squares, bring their favorite fall treat and
then settle in for a day full of  fun.

The Comfy Cozy Quilt finishes at 71” x 71”. Mine is well loved and starting to show
its age, but it’s the first thing I pull out every year in the fall! I keep telling myself  to
make a replacement, but wrapping up in this one is like hugging an old friend.

Material:
1 ¼ yd. Color 1: Dark
Cut (7) 6” x WOF strips.  Sub-cut (41) 6” squares
1 ¼ yd. Color 2: Medium
Cut (7) 6” x WOF strips.  Sub-cut (40) 6” squares
1 ¼ yd. Color 3: Light
Cut (7) 6” x WOF strips.  Sub-cut (40) 6” squares
Outer Border:
Cut (7) 6” x WOF strips
Binding:
Cut (8) 2 ½” x WOF strips
Backing: 4 yds.

-© Deb Heatherly is a designer for Creative Grids® rulers and the author of  eight popular
pattern books. Creative Grids® fans are invited to join her Facebook group, “Grids Girls,”

for tips and inspiration, and two free mysteries each year, https://www.facebook.com/groups/
770429649800457/.  Shop Owners are invited to join her group just for you, “Grids Girls

for Quilt Shop Owners Only” https://www.facebook.com/groups/273593657256524.
Visit Deb’s website at www.Debscatsnquilts.com.

by Deb Heatherly Peanuts
Living in the country has many benefits - less

noise, little traffic and helpful friendly neighbors.
The tradeoff  is the proximity to shopping. Being
10 miles from the nearest grocery store and 40
miles from a quilt shop means planning each trip
to make the most of  each shopping excursion. It
also means taking advantage of  mail order and
having my purchases magically appear on my
doorstep.

Such was the case one Friday when a package
arrived with thread, needles, fabric and a new
gadget for cutting setting triangles. All of  the items had been carefully packaged and
arrived in perfect condition. It was the hitchhikers that arrived that I did not appreciate-
those pesky packing peanuts.

While I understand that companies use them to make sure nothing gets broken in
transit, I do not understand why they seem to take on a life of  their own once they
arrive. Just trying to pour them from the box and into the trash can be a major trial in
patience. While the first few find their mark, the rest seem to sprout wings, migrating
at will and showing up for days afterwards.

Such was the case three days later when I walked into my sewing room.
“I hate packing peanuts,” I shouted.
My husband who heard the tirade from the next room shouted back. “They are like

quilting supplies. They end up all over the house.”
I gave him a dirty look and he went back to reading his paper, but his response

seemed to stay with me. Could he be right? Were my supplies actually invading the
house?

Hmm, I thought. Well, I do have fabric in several places. There was fabric in a
dresser, in the guest room under the bed, in the computer cabinet, in the antique pie
safe, in the Hoosier and hundreds of  fat quarters in Tupperware in a portion of  the
kitchen cabinets. In my defense, I live in an old house and storage must be creative. I
really thought I was being clever.

Maybe I needed to reassess, I thought. Did I really need every tiny scrap? To relieve
my momentary twinge of  guilt, I sorted through my stash thinking that I would donate
any I did not have immediate plans for. The fabric I had bought when my daughter
was younger to make dresses was no longer needed, nor was the special blue purchased
to make a wedding gift that never happened because the couple broke up within days
of  the engagement. But what if  I decided to use those someday for something else?
Every piece was living happily in some part of  the house so why not just keep it?

It was then that I came up with a plan. I would buy no more fabric until I used some
of  what I already owned. It sounded like a brilliant idea! Use three, buy three, or use
one, buy one. It would give me incentive to get creative and sew a little faster.

All went well until a new catalog arrived in the mail. I kept repeating, “I will not cave
in, I will not cave in,” trying to convince myself.

“I won’t even look at the catalog,” I said. “Ok, just one little peak.”
Of  course, one peak leads to another and before long an order was placed. It was

then that a new plan was hatched. Soon I was clipping off  a corner of  all the fabrics in
my stash to create a notebook so I would know what I had and where it was stored.
Therefore, I was ‘using’ the fabric and felt no qualm about ordering more.

Boy, I love this plan! Life is good. Bring on those packing peanuts because I could
learn to love those pesky things.

Note: This article was written many years ago when I lived in a tiny town in SC that
did not even have a traffic light. I now live in the mountains of  western NC with
numerous grocery stores and 2 quilt shops nearby. While I may still occasionally use
mail order, I try to shop and support the local shops around me. Having owned a quilt
shop for twelve years, I know how much that support can mean.

I had to laugh when I found this story in my short story collection. If  my younger
self  had known what my stash would look like now, she might have been quite surprised.
I’ve now ‘graduated’ to shelves full of  bolts. Lots and lots of  bolts. But, after all, as a
designer you never know when a late inspiration will strike.

-© Deb Heatherly is a designer for Creative Grids® rulers and the author of  eight popular
pattern books. Creative Grids® fans are invited to join her Facebook group, “Grids Girls,”

for tips and inspiration, and two free mysteries each year, https://www.facebook.com/groups/
770429649800457/.  Shop Owners are invited to join her group just for you, “Grids Girls

for Quilt Shop Owners Only” https://www.facebook.com/groups/273593657256524.
Visit Deb’s website at www.Debscatsnquilts.com.

by Deb Heatherly

Name ____________________________________________________
Street Address _____________________________________________
City______________________ State________ Zip ________________

REGISTER TO WIN A BOOK!
Register to win an author signed copy of The PIe Spy courtesy of Amanda. 

Complete and mail this form to address at top of page 2. 

In this heartwarming story, a young girl named Kate discovers that her 
grandma was a spy and used her baking skills to hide secret messages. 

Through baking pies together, Kate learns about her grandma’s exciting 
past and the importance of bravery, creativity and love for family.

I met the author, Amanda Haddaway, 
when we lived in Frederick, MD. I can’t 
remember the first time we met because 
we crossed paths often: church, network-
ing groups, social events, supporting each 
other’s businesses, etc. I saw on Facebook 
that she wrote a book and as I learned 
more about it – I reached out to her about 
doing some book giveaways in this publi-
cation because I know our readers will be 
interested in purchasing the book. The Pie 
Spy is for new 

young readers (ages 5-9 but others will enjoy) and 
their adults. The book is a great way to connect 
with family and share time reading together – and 
maybe even bake a pie together!

This is truly a passion project for Amanda. 
A portion of the book sales will be donated by 
Amanda to Butterfly Ridge Elementary School (in 
Frederick, MD) “because you should never for-
get where you came from (in full disclosure, this 
school wasn’t around when I would have gone 
there, but I can see the house I lived in when I was 
a young child from the school’s parking lot and my 
Rotary Club has ‘adopted’ it.)”

Buy on www.amazon.com for $7.77. Given 
Sharp (Illustrator).  ISBN 979-8991063807. 

Book Review – Register to Win
The Pie Spy: Grandma’s Secret Recipe

Article By Amy Carter,  
The Country Register publisher

Photo of Amanda’s  grandma, 
the inspiration behind 

The Pie Spy.

Seaside Quilts 
New Location

seasidesewing@cfl.rr.com
www.seasidesewingandquilts.com

Tues–Fri 10am to 2pm
Closed Sat, Sun, Mon

3693 S. US Hwy 1
Edgewater, FL 32141

386-402-8995

We offer long arm services,  
stock fabrics and notions to make  

your quilt life more enjoyable.

Look for our emails with more info.
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FULL SERVICE QUILT SHOP 

561-304-7211•  www.QuiltABit.com 
2914 Jog Road, Greenacres, FL 33467 

(NE corner of 10th Ave & Jog Road in Barclay Square Plaza)

Find us on

HOURS:
Mon –Fri 9am to 5pm
Sat 9am to 4pm
Closed Sunday

• Quality Cotton, Beautiful Batiks, Wool, Fat 
Quarters, Kits, Patterns, Books, Notions

• Longarm Quilting Services Available
• Classes in our NEW Larger Classroom
• Come in and see our large (110+) collection 

of Wide Back Fabric

3890 Shawnee Ave. • West Palm Beach, FL  33409
561-596-3852

Specialty Fabrics
Quilting & Sewing Fabrics

Notions, Patterns & Threads

Shop anytime at
www.thequiltedpeacock.net

Melbourne, Sebastian, Vero Beach and Online

11638 US I11638 US I 
Sebastian, FL 32958Sebastian, FL 32958

777-388-1700 777-388-1700 
Mon. - Fri. 9 - 4 Mon. - Fri. 9 - 4 •• Sat. 9 - 3  Sat. 9 - 3 

7720 N. Wickham Rd.  Suite 1117720 N. Wickham Rd.  Suite 111
Melbourne, FL 32940 Melbourne, FL 32940 

321-622-8602321-622-8602
beth@quiltsandlace.combeth@quiltsandlace.com

Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. 10 - 5 Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. 10 - 5 
Tues. 10 - 7 Tues. 10 - 7 ••Sat. 10 - 4Sat. 10 - 4

Check website for updates, classes & more!
www.quiltsandlace.comwww.quiltsandlace.com

Join us on Quilts and Lace Facebook Live at 
5:30 Mon–Sat for specials & tips.

We would love for you to visit!We would love for you to visit!
Come experience the Brother andCome experience the Brother and
Baby Lock machines for yourself.Baby Lock machines for yourself.
We have an excellent selection.We have an excellent selection.

Kimberbell GingerbreadKimberbell Gingerbread
Christmas  EmbroideryChristmas  Embroidery
One-Day Event OCT. 18One-Day Event OCT. 18 NEW Brother andNEW Brother and

Baby Lock Machines!Baby Lock Machines!
Features thatFeatures that

will impress youwill impress you
and increase yourand increase your
sewing perfectionsewing perfection

Go to www.QuiltsandLace.com to register Go to www.QuiltsandLace.com to register 
for this machine embroidery event.for this machine embroidery event.

You may come in person or register to take You may come in person or register to take 
this machine embroidery class virtually.this machine embroidery class virtually.

We will mail you the beautiful kit!We will mail you the beautiful kit!
Learn Charming details and simpleLearn Charming details and simple

techniques on three projects.techniques on three projects.

Vero Beach Quilt Show

Brianne Baron

Andrea Molloy

Gail Shepard

203-520-9719

508-221-6948

772-559-3733

verobeachquiltshow@outlook.com

February  7 & 8, 2025 
10 am - 4 pm

Join Our Guild!

Treasures of the Treasure Coast

Questions? Contact:
Indian River County Fairgrounds & 

Expo Center

Thursdays 10 am-noon
St Augustine Episcopal Church

www.verobeachqg.com

Life on My Farm - Breezy Manor
by Donna Jo Copeland, farmeressGrandpa's Spade

In the world we have here today where few people actually do
their own manual labor and repairs, hand tools have lost their
value. At estate sales, yard sales, farm auctions tools are usually
bundled together with little regard for their true worth.

I am the oddball, the weird one who reveres these hard-used
tools. One such tool is my grandpa's spade. Oh, it's not fancy
and somehow it escaped being painted Farmall red like the rest
of  his tools and barn. This old gal in years past was painted
white, probably by my grandma.

Grandpa died in 1971 and traces of that white paint remain.
At his farm sale I bought it and as many of  his tools as I could
afford. It helped that it was a cold sleety January day so the crowd
was sparse.

That spade and I have worked hard in the ensuing years. Turning sod in the garden,
digging thistles out of  the sheep pasture, working compost into flower beds. Digging
graves for my sheep, goats, bunnies, dogs and cats who have crossed over.

I feel Grandpa every time I put my hands on the handle of  that old friend. He never
complained about the work, just took a breath, squared his shoulders and got on with
it.

My siblings and I called him Dad as our own father walked out on us.
Dad was a good role model. When all 14 grandkids would come to his farm, he

would take us all across the road to the barn, built in 1841. We would play in the hay
mow, pump water with the old pitcher pump (which I have). Many times, he would
pile as many of  the older kids on his old tractor and take us back to the woods and
gravel pit. Kids would be riding on the fenders standing on the hitch rail, hanging on
for dear life. Dad never lost any of  us but did leave Lynn standing by the gate once.

The women folk would help grandma in the house with chores and the latest news,
not everyone was on the party line. I was always with the barn gang as often as I could
slip away.

Dad was a great story teller filling our ears with tales of  our ancestors, farm life. And
he read to us, in nice weather under the huge old tree in the yard. I can still hear him
reading James Whitcomb Riley poems. His two favorites were An Old Sweetheart of
Mine and Little Orphan Annie (I think because as a teenager he worked for an albino
farm family in South Dakota, leaving his love behind to marry another).

And I think of  Dad every time I read Riley poems, many of  which I have committed
to memory. He passed onto some of  his grandkids the love of  reading, thankfully.

Sadly, my own grandkids aren't interested in ancestral lore, but I keep hoping. So, I
write to save these stories, memories.

In today's world we oldies talk about childhood memories, ancestors whenever we
can. We are the keepers of  history and sadly, it may soon all be gone. In this computer
age, AI, screen time there doesn't seem to be a place for eye to eye or hand to hand
talking.

This September marks my 75th trip around the sun. I find that amazing. I can
remember when I thought 40 was old, really old. So very thankful I'm still in pretty
good shape, can still livestock farm, weave, spin, garden. Of  course, I would like easier
living conditions--things like central heat, sound roof  and floors, updated plumbing.
But I tell myself  carrying firewood, water, feed and hay is good for me.

My friend John said you can get used to most anything. Maybe I have. But gee
wouldn't it be nice not to have to get up at 3 am to stoke the fire on a bitter cold winter
night.

Fall is my favorite time of  year. I love the cornflower blue sky, leaf  crunch underfoot,
changing colors, nip in the air, wool sweater evenings. A time to prepare, savor and be
thankful.

-© 2024 - Donna Jo Copeland writes from her farm, Breezy Manor, Mooresville, Indiana
where she tends her flock and creates art from the wool. Being the 14th generation of  farm

owner/operator, Donna Jo brings alive the struggles of  farm life.

And Sew On by Wayne M. Bosman

It might have been the cowboy shirts. Or maybe the black
corduroy pants.

Either way, some of  my earliest memories center around
Mom’s sewing machine. When I was quite young, Mom
made most of  my brothers and my clothes. Dad hadn’t
settled into a career yet and making your own clothes was a
thrifty way to keep the budget balanced. There were four
of  us brothers all under five years old, and it seemed that
by the time each child outgrew an outfit there wasn’t much
left of  it to hand down to the next youngest.

When my two older brothers were at school during the
day, my brother, Ron, and I spent a good bit of  time in
Mom’s bedroom watching her work at the old Singer treadle
driven machine. We were both fascinated with it, watching
the treadle go up and down and listening to the steady sounds as she used her “spare”
time keeping us in clothing. She still remembers when Dad got her the electric motor
for the machine. It was 1947.

The cowboy shirts were a memorable special project for her, finishing one for each
of  us before Christmas. I remember the corduroy pants for the softness and warmth
in the Wisconsin winter. Mom grew up in a time when many, if  not most, of  her
friends made their own outfits. She had a drawer full of  patterns that she had made or
wanted to make.

Eventually, as we became teenagers and as she had to spend more time being the
unpaid worker at Dad’s growing business, the Singer started to gather dust. She made
some clothes for my sister, who was six years younger, and did alterations on the tight
pants that were the style then. By the time bell bottoms were in vogue, the Singer was
retired.

As time went on, my fascination with sewing machines remained. I spent 49 years as
a car mechanic, and learned to value machines of  all types for their simplicity and
usefulness. Every once in a while, I would happen on a sewing machine that spurred
my curiosity. I would usually end up buying it and spending happy hours getting it
back in working order. I never learned to actually sew with them, so they would end up
in the hands of someone who could.

The latest acquisition is a 1984 Montgomery Ward machine that cost $10 at an
estate sale.

I always have mixed feelings when I get something from an estate sale. Someone is
clearing out all of  the personal items from another person’s life. The buyers are looking
for useful things, and it is easy to forget that someone loved and used those things.
When I opened up the machine, the care that the previous owner had put into it was
evident. The tools are neat, clean and organized. There was a small sampler of  some
of  the stitches, but even more, it felt loved. I went online to find an operator’s manual
and threaded the machine. It worked beautifully. My wife Kerri’s eyes lit up as she tried
it out.

Kerri learned to sew from her mother. Her skill of  choice is crocheting, so she only
pulls out her mother’s 1960 Singer when she decides to make a new apron or alter a
dress for dancing. Because she really enjoys the handwork, she has hand-sewed each
of  my grandchildren pillowcases that are personalized to each’s particular interests
and favorite colors. National Parks, sports teams, zebras, the Eiffel Tower, flamingos,
dinosaurs and sea creatures have all appeared on the pillowcases. She always does the
final stitches with a little prayer that laying their heads on the things that they love will
bring good dreams. It can’t hurt, can it?

-© 2024 Wayne M. Bosman is a retired auto mechanic living in Cape Carteret, NC. His
email is wbosman1@gmail.com.

Breezy Manor Farm Recipe

*Submitted by Donna Jo Copeland, Farmeress at Breezy Manor Farm.
  See her article in this edition for what’s happening on her farm.

Apricot Bars
Ingredients
-1 - 1/4 cups flour
-3/4cup brown sugar
Mix well, line 9-inch pan with parchment paper, spread dough evenly, bake
at 350 for 25 to 30 minutes. Let cool a bit, cut into small squares.
You can use any preserves

-6 T soft butter
-pinch of  salt
-3/4 cup apricot preserves

With Age Comes Wisdom
   A 75-year-old man who loves to 
fish was sitting in his boat the other 
day when he heard a voice say, 
“Pick me up.”
   He looked around and couldn’t see 
anyone.
   He thought he was dreaming 
when he heard the voice again say, 
“Pick me up.”
   He looked in the water and there, 
floating on the top, was a frog.
   The man said, “Are you talking to 
me?” The frog said, “Yes, I’m talking 
to you. Pick me up, then kiss me. I’ll 
turn into the most beautiful women 
you have ever seen. I’ll make sure 
that all your friends are envious and 
jealous because I will be your bride!”
   

The man looked at the frog for a 
short time, reached over, picked 
it up carefully, and placed it in his 
front breast pocket.
   Then the frog said, “What, are you 
nuts? Didn’t you hear what I said? I 
said kiss me and I will be your 
beautiful bride.”
   He opened his pocket, looked at 
the frog and said, “Nah, at my age 
I’d rather have a talking frog.”
    With age comes wisdom.

Thanks to our friend Roberta
& The Country Register of Michigan 

Cowgirl Poet, Quilter, Entertainer 
           Yvonne Hollenbeck 

Pieces Of The Past 
As time goes marching forward, and it marches oh so fast, 

it seems that only memories are all we have that last. 
They may be of a loved one, or a special time or place, 

or remnants of a wedding dress, some ribbons and some lace.  
The chair where mother used to sit and rock her babes at night, 

or piece a quilt to keep them warm, and all by oil light. 
The photographs of people that we didn’t even know, 

that have preserved a precious glimpse of life from long ago.  
So standing on the edge of life, we oft look back and see 

reminders of the days gone past and how things used to be. 
We cherish all these tokens made from want and made from will, 

and miss the hands that held them once, voices forever still.  
We’ll treasure that old patchwork quilt that once was on our bed, 

and keep around a few good books that some loved one has read. 
And it could never matter just how fine new dishes are, 

…they never could compare to grandma’s good old cookie jar. 
We know we can’t retrace our steps and live our lives again, 

but we can cling to treasures ‘cause that’s all that will remain. 
For all we have are memories, as long as they will last, 

in things we cherish most of all ... these pieces of the past.  
© Yvonne Hollenbeck; 2021  

Yvonne Hollenbeck, from Clearfield, SD,  performs her original poetry throughout the United States, captivating 
audiences in her wake.  She is one of the most published cowgirl poets in the West and is not only a popular 
banquet and civic entertainer, but also co-writes songs with many western entertainers. Yvonne also pens a 

weekly column in the “Farmer-Rancher Exchange” and writes articles about life in rural America in various 
publications throughout the West. For more information, visit https://www.yvonnehollenbeck.com

A Lovely Re-gift 
by Cathy Elliott for The Country Register

Though I know it’s often done, I feel strange about re-gifting any present. I 
grew up with a mother who appreciated anything she was given. No matter the 
value. If someone chose it, made it, or purchased it with her in mind, then it was a 
precious thing to Mother. Which made her precious to everyone else. 

She had many lovely pieces of jewelry, but if I shamelessly begged a trinket 
from Mother’s green and gold jewel box, her price was high. Usually, if my interest 
was apparent, she’d say, “You can have that when I die.” 

Of course, I didn’t want it anymore. “No,” I said. “That’s okay. I’d rather have you.” 
She’d smile and pat my cheek. Soon I’d be back to digging through her 

treasures, listening to the stories behind them: her graduation watch, the pearl 
necklace brought from Japan by her nephew, and a diamond watch Daddy gave her 
at Christmas. 

One day, Mother held up a lovely bracelet with a pink stone. I remembered it as 
my grandmother’s—once upon a time. I’d always admired it and knew I’d receive 
the usual response. Yes, it was for me, after Mother had departed this life. I dared 
not say a word lest I hear that sad proclamation again. But this day, Mother held 
out the bracelet. “Try it on, honey. See if it fits.” 

A perfect, miracle fit, twinkling on my wrist as if it belonged there. I caught my 
breath and admired it as before. But this time, Mother told me the story of the 
bracelet, a little differently than I’d heard before.“This might be a true antique, 
honey. It did belong to your grandmother and I believe she received it as a gift 
from a special beau.” Mother watched my face as I tried to picture Grandma as a 
young woman. I’d always heard she had more than her share of boyfriends. But 
why? She wasn’t pretty. Not to me. Maybe she knew a lot of jokes or could sing. 
Or cook! She had something, but I didn’t know what. She must have been very 
admired in her youth to warrant such a gift. Though I hated to take it off, I began 
to wrestle with the clasp. 

“Keep it. I think you are old enough to take care of it,” Mother said. “This 
bracelet has been waiting to surround your 
wrist for years. Enjoy it.” 

I was excited and had lots of questions. I 
learned the stone was tourmaline, the 
bracelet’s intricate band made of sterling 
silver, dipped in gold. First gifted to my grand-
mother from an unnamed admirer, then given 
to my mother, and finally, to me. 

In this case, I’m all about re-gifting.  
© 2021 C. Elliott - Cathy Elliott is a full-time writer in California whose cozy mysteries reflect her personal 

interests from quilting and antique collecting to playing her fiddle with friends. She also leads music at church 
and cherishes time with her “grand-gems” Cathy’s cozy plot-twisters include A Stitch in Crime released in 

tandem with the RE-release (previously published) of a companion book, A Vase of Mistaken Identity. She is 
also a contributing author to Guideposts’ devotional books, Every Day Jesus, All God’s Creations and Chicken 

Soup for the Soul books. For more information about Cathy, visit: www.cathyelliottbooks.com 

Almost 3,000 Bolts of Cotton and Batik fabrics in stock! Northcott, Studio E, In the Beginning, Almost 3,000 Bolts of Cotton and Batik fabrics in stock! Northcott, Studio E, In the Beginning, 
Michael Miller, P & B Textiles, Riley Blake, Robert Kaufman, Quilting Treasures, Andover Fabrics and more!Michael Miller, P & B Textiles, Riley Blake, Robert Kaufman, Quilting Treasures, Andover Fabrics and more!

Authorized Dealer of                                        Sewing Machines!Authorized Dealer of                                        Sewing Machines!

9024 S. US Hwy 1 • Port St Lucie, FL 34952 • 772-800-3019
Tues–Fri 10am–4pm •  Sat 10am–3pm • pamsfabricnook@gmail.com

www.PamsFabricNook.com • See our Newsletter on Facebook

Check Our Website For Classes
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Authorized PFAFF
and Janome Dealer/

Sewing Center & 
Service on Site 
with Monthly 

Specials on
our Large Selection
of Great Machines!

2945 W. New Haven Ave.2945 W. New Haven Ave. • W. Melbourne, FL 32904W. Melbourne, FL 32904
Two miles east of I-95 on Hwy 192 (exit 180)

321-768-2060 • www.BOUTIQUE4QUILTERS.comwww.BOUTIQUE4QUILTERS.com • 4quilters@bellsouth.net

Mon–FriMon–Fri: : 9:30am–5pm 9:30am–5pm •• Sat: 9:30am–4pm Sat: 9:30am–4pm • • Sun 12pm–4pm  Sun 12pm–4pm •• 24/7 Online 24/7 Online

We carry a beautiful and ever 
expanding selection of quilting 

fabrics, notions, patterns, 
books and unique gi� s for your 

cra� y friends.

We are a full-service Quilt 
Shop with Longarm Quilting 

Services available.

www.Boutique4Quilters.com

Join us live 
on Facebook

@boutique4quilters
every Friday 
at 9am at our 
Co� ee Klatch 

for demo’s 
and deals!

Florida’s Most Creative Quilt Shop 
and the Largest on the East Coast

Check our website for 
quilting/sewing classes 
for adults and children.

Come
and 

be
inspired!

Check out our
     Yarn     Yarn
Department                  Department                  
  called  called
 “Yarn “Yarn
 Candy!” Candy!”

We carry brands
such as Berroco,
Knitting Fever 

and Hand Dyed yarn 
exclusive for our store.

Janome 

Longarm

Center!


