


2 Arizona

DisclaimerDisclaimer
Articles published in this newspaper, which are contributed from an outside source, express the 

opinions of their authors only and may not express the viewpoint(s) of the management or staff of 
The Country Register. Such articles that are accepted for publication herein may be edited at the sole 
discretion of the publisher.

 Responsibility for products advertised in this newspaper lies with the advertisers themselves. 
Though The Country Register will not knowingly publish fraudulent materials or fraudulently ob-
tained materials, we are not liable for any damages arising from the purchase or use of products 
advertised herein. Notification regarding any consumer complaints related to merchandise purchased 
from our advertisers would be appreciated and would assist in our efforts. Copyright © 2025 by The 
Country Register, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ, 85087.

THE COUNTRY REGISTER, Months of April-May
THE COUNTRY REGISTER is published every other month. Copyright 2025.
Reproduction or use, without permission, of editorial or graphic content in any manner is prohibited 
by law. PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ, 85087. Subscription price: 1 Year, 6 Issues, $20.00.  
Single copies: $3.00. The paper is furnished free to the customers at each advertiser.
THE COUNTRY REGISTER is registered as a business trade name and also a trademark in the State 
of Arizona.

The Deadline for the June-July Issue 
is May 1st for Ads & Articles.

Our feature articles will focus on
Summertime Fun!

Barb StillmanBarb Stillman
Publisher
barb@barlomedia.com

Lolly KoneckyLolly Konecky
Publisher/Art Director
lolly@barlomedia.com

Patty DuncanPatty Duncan
Sales/Office Assistant 

The Arizona Country Register is 
published by:

Phyllis CypertPhyllis Cypert
Sales/Office Assistant 

The Country Register of Arizona
PO Box 74035 • Phoenix, AZ 85087 

602.942.8950 •  888.942.8950
Fax 602.866.3136

arizona@barlomedia.com
www.countryregister.com/arizona

The Country Register is a United States and Canadian network of independently owned and 
published specialty newspapers for the consumer who enjoys outstanding shopping, events, day & 
overnight excursions and specialty classes. 

The Country Register provides targeted, effective, and affordable advertising for the promotion 
of Specialty Shops

For more information about publishing The Country Register contact Barb Stillman or Lolly 
Konecky at 602-942-8950 or info@barlomedia.com, www.countryregister.com

The Country Register is a United States and Canadian network of independently owned 
and published specialty newspapers for the consumer who enjoys outstanding shopping, 
events, day & overnight excursions and specialty classes. 

Publisher’s contact numbers across the 
USA & Canada for The Country Register

Send $3 to any publisher below to obtain a paper from another area:
* Indicates these editions are available on-line at www.countryregister.com

USA
* Arizona: Barbara Stillman and Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ, 85087, 602-942-8950 
* Arkansas: Lenda & Richard Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK, 73123, phone/fax 405-470-2597 
* California and N. Nevada: Barbara Stillman and Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ, 85087, 602-942-8950 
   Colorado: Jan & John Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Dr., Falcon CO 80831, 719-866-8570
* Connecticut: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
* Delaware: Merle and Gail Taylor,  PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 32759, 888-616-8319
* Florida: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
* Georgia: Linda Parish, P.O. Box 389, Lexington, GA, 30648, 706-340-1049
* Idaho : Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181
* Illinois: Lenda & Richard Brown,, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK, 73123, phone/fax 405-470-2597 
* Indiana: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 32759, 888-616-8319
   Iowa: Linda Glendy, P.O. Box 6, Tama, IA 52339, 641-751-2619
* Kansas: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181
* Maine: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399
* Maryland: Stacy Lute, P.O. Box 115, Taneytown, MD 21787, 443-909-0531
* Massachusetts-RI: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
   Michigan: Bill & Leslie Howell, 2875 Dunkirk Dr., Saginaw, Michigan 48603, 989-751-8860
* Minnesota: Kim & Mickey Keller, 2920 144th Ave NE, Ham Lake MN, 55304, 763-754-1661
* Missouri: Lenda & Richard Brown,, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK, 73123, phone/fax 405-470-2597 
* Montana: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181
* Nebraska: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181
* Nevada (N): Barbara Stillman and Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ, 85087, 602-942-8950
* Nevada (S): Glena Dunn, 4568 Carol Circle, Las Vegas, NV, 89120, 702-523-1803
* New Hampshire: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NC 12078, 518-752-6399
* New Jersey: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 32759, 888-616-8319
   New Mexico: Jan & John Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Dr., Falcon CO 80831, 719-866-8570
* N. Carolina: Barbara Stillman and Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ, 85087, 602-942-8950
* North Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181 
* Ohio: Barb Moore, P. O. Box 37, Cable, OH, 43009, 937-652-1157
* Oklahoma: Lenda & Richard Brown,, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK, 73123, phone/fax 405-470-2597  
* Oregon: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181
* Pennsylvania: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 32759, 888-616-8319
* Rhode Island: Dave & Amy Carter, PPO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217 
* S. Carolina: Barbara Stillman and Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ, 85087, 602-942-8950
* South Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181
* Texas: Lenda & Richard Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK, 73123, phone/fax 405-470-2597 
* Vermont: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NC 12078, 518-752-6399
* Virginia: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
* Washington: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181
* West Virginia: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 32759, 888-616-8319
* Wisconsin: Scott & Jennifer Hughes, P. O. Box 276, Altoona, WI, 54720, 715-838-9426 
* Wyoming: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181

CANADA
* Alberta: Marcy Horswill, Suite 114-919 Centre St NW, Calgary, AZ T2E 2P6, 587-585-3545
* British Columbia: Marcy Horswill, 383 Trinity Dr., Nariaimo, BC V9R 5X3, 587-585-3545
* Manitoba & Saskatchewan: Colleen Gust, Box 801 Stn Main, White City, SK S4L 5B1, 306-585-0274
* Ontario: Harriet Ramos, 115-1803 St. Joseph Blvd. Orleans, ON K1C 6E7, 613-424-6420

Index for April-May 2025
It’s Time for Tea!......................................................................3-4

Special Events......................................................... 5-6, 10, 12-16 

Glendale................................................................................ 6, 9

Phoenix • Gilbert • Scottsdale................................................ 7, 9 

Carefree & Cave Creek..............................................................9 

Services.......................................................................... 8, 14, 17 

Plain Country Ads......................................................................8

Mesa..........................................................................................9 

Camp Verde • Prescott............................................................. 10 

Globe-Miami • Casa Grande • Tucson...................................... 11 

Nevada..................................................................................... 12

Oregon..................................................................................... 13 

California............................................................................ 13-16 

Fiber Arts, Yarn, Knitting & Needlework................................... 17 

Quilting, Sewing & Needlework Special Events................... 18-19

Quilting, Sewing & Needlework........................................... 20-24

http://www.countryregister.com/arizona


April-May 2025 3It’s Time for Tea!



4 ArizonaIt’s Time for Tea!

Enjoy Lunch, Afternoon Tea & More
At English Rose Tea Room in Carefree

Situated in the heart of beautiful Carefree, the English Rose Tea Room has an 
inviting dining room filled with sumptuous fabrics of velvet and silk, crystal chandeliers 
and beautiful bone china tea sets. Now in her 23rd year, owner Jo Gemmill has rebranded 
the tea room with a new logo, new menu, new 
staff uniforms and more! A visit to this authentic 
British tea room for lunch or afternoon tea is a 
relaxing and wonderful treat for any occasion.

Jo, originally from England, established the 
Tea Room on March 1, 2002, and is excited to 
celebrate her 23rd year in business. She said, “I 
have always had a passion for tea and, ever since 
childhood, making tea was a part of my life. In 
my opinion, everything in life seems better with 
a good strong cup of tea in hand and perhaps 
a warm scone with lashings of jam and Devon 
cream.” She continued, “When I immigrated to 
America and arrived in Arizona, it was a bit of a 
challenge for an English girl to find a decent cup 
of tea. It soon became clear I needed to open my 
own tea room in my new hometown of Carefree.” 

And what a great idea it has turned out to 
be since English Rose Tea Room has been 
regularly voted Best Place for afternoon tea in the 
Valley! The recent remodel of the tea room has 
transformed the interior into an “instagrammable” 
space.

English Rose Tea Room has an extensive menu of delicious offerings from scones 
to cottage pie as well as a variety of salads, 
quiches, soups, tea sandwiches, tempting 
desserts and more. There is also the 
Duchess of Bedford’s Formal Afternoon Tea 
experience and Cream and Nursery Teas. All 
the teas are loose leaf and, with over 50 to 
choose from, you can find the perfect brew to 
suit any tea lover’s palette.

There is also a shaded outdoor patio and 
a gift area with a wide array of choices, 
especially teas. You can bring your best hat 
or borrow one from a dress-up trunk full of 
vintage chapeaus and relish in the utterly 
civilized pleasure of taking time for tea. This 
is a fun setting and Jo and her attentive wait 
staff are knowledgeable and friendly.

English Rose Tea Room is open year-
round, Tuesday to Thursday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Friday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturday 
and Sunday 10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The tea room is closed on Monday and all national 
holidays.

Reservations are strongly recommended and can be made online via the website or 
through Open Table. Plan ahead as the tea room sells out fast! It is also available for 
private special events—call for details. The beautiful patio is available for dining outside.

To learn more, go to carefreetea.com or find the Tea Room on Facebook or Instagram. 
You can also email carefreetea@aol.com or call 480-488-4812.

Glendale’s Original Tearoom, The Spicery
Historical Home Turns 130 This Year

The Spicery Tearoom building located in Historic Downtown Glendale celebrates 
a special milestone in 2025. Built in 1895, the historic home turns 130 years old this 
Fall. Listed on the National Registry of Historic Places, the house was built by Victor 
and Lilly Messenger. Located in one of Glendale’s first 
neighborhoods, the building is a stunning example of 
Victorian style architecture. 

The Messengers were very active in Glendale which 
was incorporated in 1910. Victor was the first Town 
clerk, and the couple donated the first 400 books to 
start the Glendale Library system. In 1936 Harold and 
Mae Brewster purchased the home and raised four sons. 
The Brewsters planted citrus and pecan trees and Mae 
planted the original roses and a Victory Garden. 

In 1987 the Brewster sons sold their childhood 
home to Martha Campbell who had moved to Glendale 
in 1936 with her parents at age four. This treasured 
dining destination then began when Martha opened the 
establishment, one of Arizona’s first tearooms. Campbell 
restored the historic 1895 Messenger-Brewster home to 
a bustling happy place filled with the aroma of baking 
bread and the clink of porcelain teacups and silver. 

The Spicery Tearoom has been providing tea 
experiences for nearly forty years. Husband and wife 
team, Bud and Lorraine Zomok, along with their dear 
friend Sue Berntsen are the third owners of the tearoom. 
They purchased the restaurant in the summer of 2022.

The Zomoks are long-time Glendale residents and 
live in a century-old home in the Historic Catlin Court 
residential neighborhood. They also own Memory 
Lane Trinkets and Treasures located at 5836 W. Palmaire Avenue adjacent to The 
Spicery. Sue Berntsen is also a long-time Glendale resident and has spent many years 
volunteering for various community organizations in Glendale. 

“We are honored to be the owners of this treasured 
and iconic restaurant and to keep the four decades 
of history alive,” said Lorraine Zomok. Many of the 
previous employees have returned, including the 
talented chefs and experienced wait staff. Numerous 
remodeling projects were completed this past year 
while keeping the integrity of the historic building 
intact. The building has a fresh coat of beautiful blue 
paint and a new roof. The patio has been remodeled 
with blooming plants, fruits and vegetables and 

lovely patio furniture. The patio also features a “Teacup Trellis.” The trellis is home to 
charming teacups that might have a small crack or chip but still are beautiful. Guests are 
invited to write messages on the teacups which are displayed on the iron trellis. 

The teahouse offers seating in the former dining room, library, and various bedrooms 
as well as on the patio when weather permits. The kitchen is the heart of the establishment 
where the menu is reminiscent of a time when you added a pinch of this and a dash of that 
to evoke memories of satisfying comfortable meals shared among friends and loved ones. 

The menus change daily and reflect local variations that integrate historical signature 
flavors of apricots, citrus, dates, figs, grapes, pecans and strawberries. Guests can enjoy 
timeless lunchtime favorites like chicken and tuna salad or ham and honey mustard 
sandwiches and all are served on or with homemade rolls that are baked daily. Specialty 
salads, quiche, soups and daily specials are also offered. Delicious desserts include the 
specialty of the house pineapple walnut cake and classics such as chocolate fudge cake, 
bread pudding, cherry cheesecake and cream puffs. Fine teas are always available, hot or 
iced. Martha Campbell’s iconic menu will remain the same for guests to enjoy for years 
to come.

A special 130th Birthday Party is planned in October for the community to celebrate 
the long and treasured history of this iconic building. Details will be announced this 
summer so watch for details to come.

The Spicery is open Monday through Saturday. Lunch is served from 11 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. and reservations are suggested. The three-course tea experience is fresh baked daily 
and is served from 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. with a required two-day advance reservation. 
Dietary accommodation is available for vegetarian and gluten free guests. 

Special events are planned throughout the year including art classes, author readings 
charity events and educational workshops. Annual tea experiences include Easter Bonnet 
Tea, Mother’s Day Tea, Christmas in July Tea, Holiday Tea and a Ghoul’s Tea. Additional 
events include Christmas dinners in December and Valentine’s dinners in February. 
Princess Parties, weddings, baby and bridal showers are held on Saturdays and Sundays. 

The Spicery Tearoom is in the Historic Catlin Court Retail District at 7141 N. 59th 
Ave., Glendale, AZ 85301. To make reservations or inquire about a special event call 
623-937-6534, visit www.1895spicery.com and follow @1895spicery.

1952 Brewster Family

Treasures from Talking Teacups
by Lydia E. Harris

When I turned 50, a friend gave me a copy of the book “If Teacups Could Talk.” I 
read it from cover to cover and became immersed in tea parties. Now after 30 years of 
sharing teatimes, I have learned that teacups really can talk and each one has a story. 

Black Teacup
“Why would anyone want a black teacup?” Lydia asked when I came into her life. It 

was given to her during one of the blackest seasons in her life, when she was diagnosed 
with incurable cancer. She considered cancer dark and ugly. And since she doesn’t like 

black, she called me her cancer cup. I 
could have been insulted, but I wasn’t. 
I knew there was more to me than the 
outside. I had an inside too, with pretty 
flowers painted inside. And what’s 
inside is the most important. 

During Lydia’s dark days of 
chemotherapy when her life was 
fragile, she learned God could take 
the adversity in her life and turn it into 
something beautiful. The seeds of hard 
times can sprout into beauty on the 
inside, if we accept the hard times and 
let God’s love grow in our hearts. 

Now when Lydia looks at me, I’m 
not rejected. I’m treasured. My story 
reminds her of Solomon’s words in 

Continued on page 6...
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Photo courtesy of Presby 
Pickins’— PresBee Picker and 
his hive bring the buzz to the 
April 5th market, greeting a 
shopper and adding fun to the 
day’s festivities!

Mother’s Day Tradition
Mother’s Day is celebrated on the second Sunday in May each year and this year it is 

May 11th. We love to honor all the Mothers in our life with cards, gifts and flowers, but 
how did this tradition begin? 

Anna M. Jarvis
After her mother died in 1905, Anna Jarvis wished to memorialize her mother’s life 

and started campaigning for a national day to honor all mothers.
Anna’s mother, known as “Mother Jarvis,” was a young Appalachian homemaker and 

a lifelong activist who had organized “Mother’s Day Work Clubs” to combat unsanitary 
living conditions. During the Civil War, Mother Jarvis also organized women’s brigades, 
encouraging women to help without regard for which side their men had chosen. At the 
time, there were many special days set aside for men, but none for women.

On May 10, 1908, a Mother’s Day service was held at a church in Grafton, West 
Virginia, where Anna’s mother had taught. Thus, the idea was born that the second 
Sunday in May be set aside to honor all mothers, living or those that have passed on.

Mother’s Day
In 1914, President Woodrow Wilson signed a bill designating the national observance 

to be held each year on the 2nd Sunday of May, thereby making May 10, 1914, the first 
national Mother’s Day, dedicated “to the best mother in the world, your mother.” 

The White Carnation Mother’s Day Flower.
The white carnation became the official flower of the holiday shortly after Anna Jarvis’ 

mother died. On that date, three years after her loss, Jarvis sent 500 white carnations 
in her mother’s honor for that first Mother’s Day celebration. Jarvis compared that 
flower’s shape and life cycle to a mother’s love. The white carnation is said to symbolize 
motherhood and is used to both honor a mother who has passed away and celebrate a 
mother who is still living.

So, if you’re buying flowers for your mom this year, consider the white carnation, 
but also pause to remember the holiday’s uncommercial origins. After all, it’s not about 
flowers, cards, gifts or jewelry, it’s all about love.

Arizona Upcoming Events
Phoenix Militaria & Antique Gun Show

Saturday, May 17th 9am-3pm
Phoenix Shrine Auditorium, 552 North 40th St, Phoenix

Admission $10, Free parking!
Historical Militaria and Collectibles • Buy – Sell – Trade – Swap – Fun

For information call – 602-380-1424
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Visit our Little Corner of Happy! Enjoy these two delightful shops located in the Historic Catlin Court 
Retail District.(at the corner of 58th Drive and Palmaire). Look for the Sunshine Yellow Buildings!

4/12 - Sidewalk & Front Porch Sale  5/10 - Annual Mother’s Day Celebration

Ecclesiastes 3:11 (NIV): “He has made everything beautiful in its time.” Yes, God does 
make everything beautiful in his time. But sometimes it takes a while.

I give her hope that God is working on the inside and there are beautiful things yet 
to come. 

Yellow Teacup
Barbara thought Lydia’s cancer cup was too bleak and wanted Lydia to think cheery 

thoughts. So, Barbara packed a tea lunch, 
wrapped me and drove to Lydia’s home. 
“This is a sunshine cup,” she explained. Since 
Lydia loves warm, sunny days, she liked me 
and sipped tea from me often. I reminded her 
of God’s warm love for her.

However, Barbara bought me at an antique 
shop, so I wasn’t new when I was given to 
Lydia. One day Lydia noticed a crack in me. 
“Oh, no, my sunshine cup is cracked.” 

What good is a teacup that can’t hold tea? 
I wondered what she would do with me.

Lydia didn’t want to lose the sunshine 
in her life, so she keeps me in her china 
hutch along with her perfect teacups. Then 
during tea parties, she finds other uses for 
me. Sometimes I hold sugar cubes. (I must 
be getting sweeter all the time.) Other times 
I hold a votive candle adding cheer and 
warmth. Also, she uses my saucer as a small 
plate for cookies or a trivet for a small teapot. 

I taught her when we feel broken, we’re 
still useful. We may be chipped or cracked, and life may take a different turn than we 
expected, but God isn’t finished with us. He works through our hard times and he keeps 
working in our lives and creates new ways to bless us. In the Bible, Philippians 1:6 
(NIV) says, “He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the 
day of Christ Jesus.” God will keep working with us until we go to meet him. Isn’t that 
encouraging?

Blue-Flowered Teacup
Lydia met Joy more than 40 years ago 

while flying from California to Arizona. 
Since then, they have only met one other 
time. But they keep in touch with letters, 
cards, phone calls and gifts.

One day Lydia’s sister called with hopeful 
news about new treatments for lymphoma. 
But there are many kinds of lymphoma 
categorized by different numbers, so Lydia 
wondered if this medicine could help her 
type of cancer. Alas, her number was not 
included.

“When will they come up with treatment 
for my number?” Lydia cried out to God. “Do you know my number?” 

Then she noticed a package from Joy. Inside she found me. a beautiful teacup and 
saucer decorated with blue forget-me-not flowers. She exclaimed, “God, you’re so sweet. 
So adorably sweet.”

Lydia’s favorite color is blue and through the forget-me-nots God spoke to her saying, 
“I know your number. I haven’t forgotten about you.” Inside the cup she read the word 
“friend.” Not only is Joy her friend, but God is her friend too.

Isaiah 49:15–16 reassures us that God will never forget us. He has engraved us on the 
palms of his hands. Just as Lydia lovingly holds her delicate teacups in her hands, God 
lovingly holds each of us in his hands.

Lydia E. Harris is a tea enthusiast and the author of three books for grandparents: 
GRAND Moments: Devotions Inspired by Grandkids, In the Kitchen with Grandma: 
Stirring Up Tasty Memories Together and Preparing My Heart for Grandparenting, all 
available at amazon.com.

From Lydia’s Column: “Treasures from Talking Teacups”
What the three teacups in “A Cup of Tea with Lydia” taught us.	
1. Black teacup: Even if things look dark today, expect and look for beautiful things 

to come. God makes all things beautiful in his time. (Ecclesiastes 3:11)
2. Yellow teacup: God isn’t finished with us and is always working in our lives. 

Even during hard times when we feel cracked, God continues to use us and bless us. 
(Philippians 1:6)

3. Blue-flowered teacup: God knows all about us and will never forget us. He tenderly 
holds us in the palm of his hands. (Isaiah 49:15–16)

Cup of Tea, continued from page 4...
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Plain Country Ads
Find It, Buy It, Sell It. Tell It, Trade It.

Readers: Yes, you can advertise in 
our “Plain Country Ads”.  

The 2” x 2” space to reach 20,000 
readers is $35.00  

Mail your ad & check to: 
The Country Register, 

PO Box 74035, 
Phoenix AZ 85087 

(602) 942-8950 arizona@
barlomedia.com 

Next deadline is May 1, 2025
Not for shops or shows. 

Great place to find crafters.
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A Tale of Two Cars
by Barbara Kalkis

I admit that sometimes I tend to over-think things but I believe this in a good way. 
By over-thinking, I can rationalize things that I would otherwise reject as nonsensical 
behavior and stop myself from an unwise comment.

Case in point: During a trip to Palm Springs my friend’s husband pulled into a parking 
garage slot next to a gleaming white BMW that was next to a gleaming white Bentley 
that was next to another gleaming white BMW – all new models. None of this “vintage” 
stuff.

I’ve seen plenty of BMWs, but the Bentley Continental GT convertible was 
breathtaking. It was sleek and luxurious, making the BMWs look pitifully commonplace. 
Admiring its curvaceous lines from a distance – to avoid the motion alarm and police – I 
noticed that license plate frame simply read, “Bentley.” Huh? 

Since the Bentley logo is emblazoned on the trunk for all to see, I nearly slipped 
into my old habit of asking questions like, “Do you think that’s his dog’s name or his?” 
Then I stopped, recalling that I was trying to avoid overthinking things and be positive. 
So instead of chirping something like, “Couldn’t he think of anything clever to say?” (I 
assume it was a “he” since women make 84 cents to every dollar earned by men), I told 
myself to consider that the owner might be exercising courtesy to drivers behind him. 
Just think, if you’re following a Bentley in traffic, the license frame is a clear caution that 
if you “rear-end” it, you’re going to be “slammed” too – by your insurance company for 
picking up his repair costs. Or perhaps he chose that license frame because other drivers 
might not observe that he is cruising in a Bentley. Or maybe their eyes aren’t good 
enough to recognize the winged logo. 

A short time after that trip when I was home again, I pulled into a parking lot just 
behind my favorite market. It is not used much because the distance to the entrance 
requires that you walk about 50 more steps than if you park in the front. (There’s that 
over-thinking thing again.)

As I marched through the lot, I noticed a nondescript older-model beige car that was 
showing some wear-and-tear. Nevertheless, it was pristinely clean and in quite good 
condition. Suddenly, the license plate frame caught my attention.  No, it did not say 
“Bentley”! The top of the frame said, “THANKS MOM & DAD.” The bottom of the 

Continued on page 12...
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• Mid-Century-Madness
140 1/2 N. Cortez • 928-778-0481
Mid-Century Madness offers quality vintage mid century furniture 
& other unique pieces from that era.

• Avalon Antiques
140 N. Cortez • 928-778-0481
Unique & fun antiques and collectibles. Great prices. Very eclectic. 
Worth the walk across the street.

• Antiques Off The Square
145 N. Cortez • 928-778-1040
Quality antiques of all kinds. Furniture-advertising-glass-primitives-older 
collectibles-tools-specializing in antique toys (cast iron, pressed steel etc.) 
Always buying.  Open 7 days a week.

117 N. Cortez - 928-445-1460
A destination, one-stop shop with over 30 well-appointed vendors.
Classic – Retro – Industrial – Boho.Clothes & Jewelry. Mineral Fusion 
Paints. Open Sun-Thurs 10-5, Fri & Sat 10-7
Find us on Facebook and Instagram

• The Marketplace on Cortez

209 W Gurley St • 928-515-3062
Antique - Vintage - Modern.  Curated Arts, Jewelry, Furnishings, 
and Much More. Conserving the Past - Creating a Future.
Open 7 Days a Week.

• Prescott Patina

• So Forth & What Not by Tatianna
8490 E. State Route 69, #B , Prescott Valley, 
right behind the Gas Station off Navajo. 928-771-1711  
A Unique Retail Resale Shop. 
Up to 50% Off Spring Special!
Hours:  MON-FRI 10:30 - 4:30, SAT by Appt. only.

Prescott Valley Shops

324 S Montezuma • 928-830-4143
One of Prescott’s Premiere Antique Malls Over 6,000 sq ft of 
Authentic Antiques! Voted Best in Prescott!
Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 11am-4pm
Find us on FB & Insta Email – cowgirlcountryantiques@gmail.com
www.cowgirlcountryantiques.com

• Cowgirl Country Antiques

• Prescott Antiques
915 E Gurley St – 928-800-9776 
Antique Shop - Coffee Shop – Bakery – Coins - Classic Cars
2 Buildings - Three Stories - Courtyard full of a little bit of everything.
Signs, gas/oil, MCM, Vintage, Glassware, Western, Crystals, and more.
Open 7 days a week. • Monday- Saturday 9-5 & Sunday 10-2
Follow Us on Instagram and Facebook

Open-Air Spring Markets at
Ruby Road Vintage

Ruby Road Vintage in Camp Verde jumps into spring resuming its Open-Air Markets. 
The next Market will be the weekend of April 5 & 6 from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Outside vendors will feature a variety of items from 
fresh bread made locally, to leather goods and original items 
from a variety of talented artists and craftsmen. Another Spring 
Open-Air Market is scheduled for May 24 & 25, 2025. 

Inside Ruby Road Vintage features over 60 vendors seven 
days a week from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. With a mix of hand-crafted 
goods, antiques, one-of-a-kind gifts, delicious treats, holiday 
decorations and retro fashion, there’s an abundance of great 
finds. This place is a shopper’s delight where the airy feeling and 
openness of every section of the building lends to a true treasure 
hunt.

One of the most unique things about Ruby Road Vintage 
is their 6,000 square foot warehouse with rustic, contemporary and antique furniture in the 
back. You might just find an exquisite handmade redwood table, that leather sofa, loveseat 
or recliner you’ve been dreaming about. Ruby Road carries a variety of chairs for any room 
in the house, bedroom furniture, wardrobes, bookshelves, small tables, unusual lamps and 
paintings. The large selection of both indoor and outdoor furniture offers a good chance 
you’ll find what your home needs at an incredible price!

Whatever you’re looking for Ruby Road’s vendors are passionate curators who present 
eye candy in their booths. It’s truly a nostalgic and enjoyable experience. So, bring a friend 
or family member because it’s something you’ll want to share.

Plan to spend at least a couple hours at the event, because there’s so much to see. You 
don’t have to leave for refreshments because there will be food trucks and treats on site. If 
you’re longing for something new and interesting, take time for a vibrant market adventure 
you don’t have to travel very far to find.

Ruby Road Vintage is located at 851 E Howard’s Road in Camp Verde. For more 
information and upcoming Markets visit the website at www.rubyroadvintage.com or call 
928-567-5759.

From Cottonwood take Hwy 260 East. Continue across IH17 for 4.5 miles. Ruby Road 
is located along the frontage road on the right side of the highway under the Camp Verde 
Business Complex sign. From Sedona, Flagstaff, or Phoenix take IH17 to Hwy 260 and head 
East. Continue 4.5 miles and you will find the shop on the right. 

*Interested in becoming a vendor? Call Pamela or Nicole at Ruby Road Vintage for 
details.



April-May 2025 11Globe & Miami • Casa Grande • Tucson

Collectors Corner

Turquoise Identification
A Collector for Collectors and Enthusiasts

by  Jim Olson
One of the most common questions we hear as turquoise dealers is, “What kind of 

turquoise is this?” It’s a fair question — many people want to know the origin of the 
stone in their piece. We have worked extensively with turquoise for a number of years, 
but readily admit, determining its exact origin is more of an art than a science  —  it’s a 
guessing game. Here’s why:
Some Challenges of Identifying Turquoise Origins

• Honestly, unless a turquoise stone comes with provenance (a documented history 
from miner to buyer), identifying its origin is primarily guesswork, even for experts.

• A knowledgeable person can make an informed guess, but it’s still just a guess.
• Provenance is often lost when stones pass through multiple hands, this is especially 

true with older pieces of jewelry.
• Each mine can produce a variety of looks, making it even harder to attribute 

turquoise to a specific location once it’s been set in jewelry.
• The opposite of above, some mines can mimic each other and produce similar 

looking stones to each other.
Identifying Features: A Few Clues

While definitive identification is subjective, certain characteristics can narrow down 
possibilities. Typically, the top 5% grade from the better-known mines have a distinctive 
look which can be attributed to that particular mine.

• Iron Pyrite (Fool’s Gold): Typically found in turquoise mines like Morenci and 
Kingman in Arizona but is also present in some Mexican and Persian turquoise.

• Host Rock and Matrix Identifiers:
• Bisbee turquoise is known for its deep blue color and muddy-red matrix.
• Sleeping Beauty turquoise is typically sky blue with little to no matrix, 

though some pieces feature a dyed black matrix (a throwback to the days when the 
Kingman and Sleeping Beauty mines were under the same ownership).

• Many Nevada mines contain beautiful matrix, but so does most Chinese 
turquoise, so it’s important to know the difference.

• Prolific mines like Kingman can mimic many of the looks from other mines.
• Odds and Volume:

• With Kingman turquoise being so abundant, there’s a high likelihood that 
pyrite-inclusive stones are from Kingman rather than Morenci or other mines.

• There is more turquoise out there with reddish matrix than Bisbee ever 
produced (Chinese Redskin, for example). So not all turquoise with reddish matrix 
is Bisbee.

• Most domed cut turquoise is Persian. That is the preferred way to cut it there, 
although some Persian was cut elsewhere and is not domed.

Common Misconceptions and Generalizations
• “Green turquoise is from Nevada; blue is from Arizona.” While this might hold 

true in many cases, it’s not a hard rule.
• “Red host rock means Bisbee.” Mines in other regions, like Naco in Mexico and 

Redskin from China can produce similar looks.
• “Spiderweb patterns are high grade.” While the best turquoise often has beautiful 

spiderweb patterns, China is known for spiderweb turquoise as well. And while some 
Chinese turquoise is definitely high grade, most Chinese turquoise is looked down upon 
in the North American market.

• “A Native American told me it was ____, so it must be so!” That statement 
is just about as ridiculous as saying, because someone is from Wisconsin they are an 
expert on cheese. Ethnicity has nothing to do with becoming an expert on turquoise, 
much study and practical application does however. 

• “Stabilized turquoise is not real.” Truth be known, most turquoise is stabilized 
in some way or another because, most turquoise is too soft to be used otherwise. Many 
experts agree that only about 5% of turquoise is actually “Gem Grade” and can be used 
naturally. Odds are, the stone in your piece of jewelry is real turquoise which has been 
treated in some way or another to make it useable.

Stories from the Trade
• Unverified Claims: A customer once insisted her turquoise was Bisbee because her 

father had worked at the mine. Despite its appearance resembling Sleeping Beauty and 
other generic green varieties, upon further investigation, her story likely held truth — 
proving that not all turquoise fits its “expected” look.

• Mislabeled Stones: A dealer selling trays of turquoise labeled by mine (e.g., Morenci, 
Bisbee, etc.) was later revealed to be selling Mexican turquoise which looked like each 
respective mine. This happens more often than one would think.

• Lander Blue Hopefuls: As the rarest and most expensive turquoise in the world, 
Lander Blue is what everyone with blue turquoise and dark spiderweb matrix, hopes 
they have. However, it has often been declared that there is more so-called Lander Blue 
turquoise on the market today than ever came out of the mine. Only about 100 pounds of 
rough were found in that particular mine, so without good provenance, it is not likely to 
be authentic Landers. Continued on page 13...
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Quilt Show Reno A Go-To
For Quilting & Sewing Enthusiasts

The 22nd Annual Quilt Show Reno is coming June 5th through 7th, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday at the Grand Sierra Resort, 2500 E 2nd Street, in Reno, Nevada. 
Special pre-show classes begin Tuesday, June 3rd.  Pre-registration will close May 20th.

Attendees will enjoy learning, shopping, making friends and having fun. The three-
day event is designed specifically for quilting and sewing enthusiasts of all levels. The 
Show includes an exciting vendor mall with more than 100 booths filled with retailers, 
manufacturers and designers from all across the U.S. There will be 83 workshops and 
lectures/demos taught by the top industry educators, a fashion show by Project Runway 
winner Nick Verreos, make & take it project booths throughout the show floor, ongoing 
free demonstrations and free trunk shows from the stage. Daily prize drawings with a 
chance to win Grand Prizes and SEW MUCH MORE! 

The show’s quilt displays are legendary! A large area on the show floor is planned for 
famous quilt displays, featuring local and national artists. Several of the special exhibits 
will include POPPY Cherrywood Challenge by Cherrywood Hand Dyed Fabrics, Word 
Salad, Fashionistas and Girlfriends By Kathryn Pellman and Outdoor Fun in Fabric By 
Quilts on the Wall Fiber Artist.

The Truckee Meadows Quilt Guild (TMQ) will be joining Quilt Show Reno exhibiting 
in over 7,000 square feet of display space for their members to showcase their beautiful 
quilts. The TMQ space will host for ongoing demos highlighting quilting techniques 
and education about this art form. In addition, there will be raffle baskets and their 
Opportunity Quilt raffle. Proceeds to benefit OUR Place, Reno NV. For more information 
go to www.renoinitiative.org/our-place/.

Truckee Meadows Quilt Guild has been meeting for over 45 years. For more 
information about this group of enthusiastic quilters can be reached at www.tmquilters.
com.

Quilts for Soldiers special display is presented each year by Fabric-Chicks of 
Gardnerville, NV. Fabric-Chicks sponsors and hosts the Patchwork from Nevada Quilters 
which is an amazing group of women who have volunteered for over 16 years making 
quilts for Wounded Warriors and Veterans.

A spectacular “Trash Scrap Bag” will be displayed during the 2025 Quilt Show Reno. 
This is the 7th annual “Trash to Treasures” Challenge. Entrants begin with a “Trash Scrap 
Bag” from Fabric-Chicks. They are asked to take a photo of their scrap bag contents 
before starting their challenge. The requirements for the challenge are that entrants must 
use at least five items from their bag. Prizes will be awarded during the show on Saturday, 
June 7th.

Nick Verreos from Project 
Runway will have a fashion 
filled event on Friday, June 
6th, from 6 to 8 p.m. Nick 
will showcase many of his 
designs on the runway stage 
along with sharing stories 
from his 30 plus years in the 
fashion industry. He will be 
designing live, right before 
the audiences’ eyes. It’s a 
once in a lifetime opportunity 
for quilters attending Quilt Show Reno!  

Linda McGehee, owner of Ghee’s mail-order sewing 
and notions company, will be the Featured Guest Educator. 

Special guest celebrities and award winning artists will include Michele Crawford, 
Suzanne English, Lorraine, Henry, Rona Herman, Dorie Javier, Kim Myers, Cindy 
Meyers, Kathryn Pellman, Sue Purday and Lana Russell.  

Appraisals will be offer at Quilt Show Reno by trained professional Sherri Flynn of 
Nevada Textile Tales. Antique or contemporary quilts will be examined while consumers 
shop. Consumers will receive a written, accurate representation of their quilt’s value 
within a few weeks. Appraisals can be used for insurance, estate valuation/donation and 
sale purposes. An appointment is recommended but some walk-ins may be available. 
Appraisals can be paid for by cash or check and payable at the time of the appointment. 
Appointments can be scheduled directly with Sherri by emailing her at nvherdboss@
gmail.com or calling her at 775-462-1490.

For the complete class schedule and sign up plus all the details about Quilt Show 
Reno and to order tickets go to www.quiltshowreno.com.

frame proclaimed, “I LOVE YOU!”
I started to weep. Here was a person who wasn’t boasting, advertising a car dealership, 

pushing a political agenda, spouting a joke or bragging about their university. No. This 
person simply made a declaration of love. And if the driver behind her (back to the salary 
disparity comment) saw the message, it reminded them to tell their parents how much 
they love them. Or maybe their siblings, spouse, grandparents, children, friends, teachers 
or whoever.

Many countries celebrate Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Grandparents Day, and 
Children’s Day. Anyone can celebrate these holidays and then contentedly wait another 
year to say, “I love you.”  Meanwhile, that one driver’s simple message announces it 
every time the car leaves home. It only takes money to own a Bentley. On the other hand, 
it takes true emotion and courage to express love in a bold public way. Only one of those 
car owners showed that capacity. 

The most innocuous signs in the most unexpected places can change us. When the 
message is “I love you,” there’s no need to think about it. Just act.

©Barbara Kalkis, 2025. Barbara spends her time writing, teaching, and working in 
tech. She’s author of Little Ditties for Every Day…A Collection of Thoughts in Rhyme 
and Rhythm. Contact her at BarbaraKalkis01@gmail.com.

Nick Verreos

Two Cars, continued from page 9...
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Grapevine Quilters Guild presents
“Quilts in Bloom” May 3-4, 2025

Grapevine Quilters of Mendocino County are excited to invite you to attend their 
Annual Quilt Show “Quilts in Bloom 2025” scheduled for May 3 & 4, 2025. The location 
for the show is at the Ukiah Valley Conference Center, 200 S. School Street in Ukiah, 
CA.

The guild’s 2025 Opportunity Quilt 
“Stepping Stars” was made by members of the 
Grapevine Quilters. Tickets for the drawing 
are $1.00 each and the lucky winner will be 
announced at the end of the show on May 4. 
You do not need to be present to win. Contact 
Dee by email for tickets at deepallesen@aol.
com. 

This year’s show will include 100 to 120 
beautifully crafted quilts. Some quilts will be 
offered for sale, including a special display of 
festive Christmas quilts.

People’s Choice Awards will be presented 
for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places. In addition, there 
will be five (5) VIP judges from the community 
picking their favorites. Each winning quilt 
will receive a specialty ribbon.

A Challenge Quilt Competition “Bee 
Sew Quilty” will be part of this 2025 
show. Kits are available for $15 from Country Quilts and Fabric by emailing chris@
countryquiltsandfabric.com. Entries will need to be delivered to Country Quilts and 
Fabric, 1726 S. Main Street, Suite F in Willits, CA by April 1st. All entries will be 
displayed in the shop for the month of April, where customers will vote for their favorites. 
All entries and awards will be on display at the show.

The Featured Artist for this year’s show will be Linda McCallum, a longtime member 
of Grapevine Quilters and a prolific and exceptionally talented quilter. She will be 
providing two trunk shows on Saturday and one on Sunday, with a static display of her 
wide variety of work.

Free demonstrations on a variety of skills, techniques and projects will be held 
throughout the show on both days.

The Ukiah Valley Conference Center venue is in downtown, historic Ukiah with 
many local restaurants within walking distance. There is also a community celebration in 
the park across the street that includes options for lunch.

The Grapevine Quilters donate more than 325 quilts a year to various community 
organizations in the greater Ukiah area. The Guild is also rebooting their quilting 
education programs, which are open to the greater community. All proceeds from the 
Show support both of these efforts.

General Guild meetings are held on the first Wednesday of the month and include 
speakers, professional quilters and a trunk show or slide show. The Guild also offers 
mini-workshops, door prizes, block of the month, potluck, secret pals and show-and-
tell. For more information about attending a meeting or joining the guild, visit: www.
grapevinequilters.com   

Ukiah is the county seat of Mendocino County, about two and half hours north of 
San Francisco on Highway 101. Mendocino County offers many tourist opportunities 
including wine tasting, small local restaurants, redwoods, Lake Mendocino, beautiful 
small towns, coastal communities, casinos and so much more!

Advice for Buyers
• Buy What You Love: Unless you’re a turquoise connoisseur or expert, focus on 

purchasing pieces that appeal to you. Authenticity of a certain stone matters most for 
high-grade collectors, where provenance is key, so don’t pay much extra for a stone’s 
supposed origin if you can’t verify it.

• Trust Reputable Sellers: Work with sellers who stand behind their attributions 
and have experience. A reputation for integrity is important. 

• Educate Yourself: Learn from experts, read about turquoise mines, look at pictures 
and real stones as often as possible. This will help develop your own eye for the details.

The Bottom Line
When it comes to identifying turquoise, remember this: only the miner and the good 

Lord above truly know where a stone originates. The rest of us are making educated 
guesses (unless there is good provenance which has been passed along). Whether you’re 
a casual collector or a dedicated connoisseur, trust your instincts, learn from reputable 
sources, and buy what you love. Who knows one day, with much practice, you might be 
the expert answering, “What kind of turquoise is this?”

Jim Olson © 2025 WesternTradingPost.com 

Turquoise, continued from page 11...
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Enter to Win a 
$25 Gift Certificate

The Country Register has a gift for one of our lucky readers! We are giving away one 
$25 gift certificate to be spent at a local advertising shop. Use it to go shopping at 
your favorite Country Register advertiser. 

The drawing will be held on May 1st and the winner will be announced in our June-
July issue. The gift certificate will be mailed to the winner.

Entry Deadline is May 1, 2025
(Names are not sold, given away or used for any other purpose.)

Drawing Entry Form

Name ________________________________________ 
Phone_________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
City, State & Zip ___________________________________________________
E-mail address: ____________________________________________________
Name of my favorite Country Register advertiser is: 
_________________________________________________________________
Tell us what makes this advertiser your favorite: (REQUIRED TO ENTER) _____________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

To enter, complete this form and mail to:
The Country Register, PO Box 74035, Phoenix , AZ 85087
(Photocopy of form is fine. Be sure to answer all questions.)

Or email the information to: 
arizona@barlomedia.com or california@barlomedia.com

 and put “Gift Certificate” in the subject line.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Please tell us about a local Arizona, California or N. Nevada Vintage, Antique, Craft 
or Holiday Event that you would like to see advertising in The Country Register:
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

We welcome your comments and/or suggestions about The Country Register. Include 
a note with your drawing entry, send us an email or give us a call at 1-888-942-8950. 
We enjoy hearing from our readers!
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39th Annual California Strawberry 
Festival – A Berry Blast

Strawberry nachos, chocolate dipped strawberries and strawberry kabobs are just 
some of the tasty treats offered at the 39th Annual California Strawberry Festival, 
Saturday and Sunday, May 17th and 18th at the Ventura County Fairgrounds located at 
10 W. Harbor Blvd. in Ventura. 

The festival also features 150 artists and crafters who specialize in paintings, 
sculpture, ceramics, jewelry, specialty foods, furniture, children’s toys, photography and 
more. Many items have a strawberry theme. Artists are on hand to visit with festival 
guests and often personalize gifts.

Of course, the main attraction is strawberries. Trays of just-picked strawberries are 
available each day at the festival and used in all strawberry-themed food and beverages. 
With over 50 food vendors participating, there is a tasty strawberry delight for everyone 
just waiting to be eaten, plus thirst-quenching delights like strawberry beer, margaritas 
and smoothies. An estimated 1.5 million strawberries will be consumed during the two-
day festival.

Since its inception, the nonprofit festival has donated almost $5 million to Southern 
California charities. 

Festival hours are 10:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. General admission 
is $15, active military with ID and family and seniors 62 and over, $10, youth ages 5 to 
12, $8 and children 4 and under are free. Tickets can be purchased online at https://
castrawberryfestival.org/buy-tickets or in person.

Limited parking onsite is $30 per vehicle. Visitors are encouraged to use the free 
shuttle service at the 6 locations nearby. Check out https://www.pacificsurfliner.com and 
take advantage of the Ventura Amtrak Station across the street. For more information, go 
to www.CAStrawberryFestival.org.

Win Free Festival Ride Tickets 
Enter to win free Festival passes to the Annual California Strawberry Festival 

by sending an email to: california@barlomedia.com and put “California Strawberry 
Festival” in the subject line. You can also send a letter or postcard to: The Country 
Register, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087. Be sure to include your name, address, 
phone number and where you picked up The Country Register in your entry. One entry 
per person, please. The drawing will be held on May 1st and tickets/instructions will be 
sent to the winners.
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Lots of Fun, May 23-26, 
Garden Grove Strawberry Festival

The 65th Annual Garden Grove Strawberry Festival will be held in Garden 
Grove, CA, on Memorial Day Weekend, Friday through Monday, May 23rd to 26th. 
One of the biggest and best community Festivals in California, it will kick off activities 
at an Opening Night Ceremony on Friday at 6 p.m. with the cutting of a larger-than-life 
strawberry shortcake that will be served for FREE to all in attendance.

Tony Lopez, President of the Garden Grove Festival Association, announced that the 
theme for this year’s festival will be “Celebrating our Cultural Diversity”.  Join us as 
we celebrate Garden Grove’s rich history and pay homage to our wonderful city and its 
diverse culture.

The crown jewel of the festival is the Saturday parade which will be held in Garden 
Grove on Saturday, May 24, starting at 10 a.m. 

The Parade is part of the festival’s family fun Admission-Free outdoor four-day 
Memorial Day Weekend celebration that will be held at Village Green Park between 
Euclid and Main Streets in Garden Grove. 

Serving as the Parade’s THEME Grand Marshal is Sylvia Mendez, a celebrated civil 
rights activist and retired nurse, whose legacy is deeply intertwined with the values of 
equality, perseverance, and community that our festival strives to celebrate.

Be sure to check our website for the list of celebrities who will be in our parade. www.
strawberryfestival.org  

The Festival will feature carnival rides for children and adults, FREE Concerts, 
games with prizes, contests (Berry, Berry Beautiful Baby Contest, Redhead Roundup, 
Best Strawberry Outfit, Tiny Tots King and Queen and an on-line art contest), Vendors, 
food, and much more.

Festival goers will be able to dine on a delicious and diverse lineup of food including 
smoothies, crepes, strawberry sundaes, strawberry shortcake—and more! All food booths 
are run exclusively by Local Garden Grove Non-Profit organizations who raise money 
for their charities.

Festival Hours are 1 p.m. to 10 p.m. on Friday; 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday; and 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Monday.  

The Garden Grove Strawberry Festival is an annual 501(c)(3) non-profit FREE 
event produced by the Garden Grove Strawberry Festival Association, a dedicated 
volunteer group that has raised more than $7 million for various charities since its 
inception in 1958.

For updates and further information about the Festival, please visit www.
strawberryfestival.org or on Facebook: @StrawberryFestivalGardenGrove, Twitter: @
GGStrawberryFst, Instagram: @strawberry.festival or Pinterest: @ggstrawberry.

Win Free Festival Ride Tickets 
Enter to win free Festival ride tickets to the Annual Garden Grove Strawberry 

Festival by sending an email to: california@barlomedia.com and put “Garden Grove 
Strawberry Festival” in the subject line. You can also send a letter or postcard to: The 
Country Register, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087.

Be sure to include your name, address, phone number and where you picked up The 
Country Register in your entry. One entry per person, please. The drawing will be held 
on May 1st and tickets/instructions will be sent to the winners.

Piecing Life Together

Life
by Barbara Polston

My daughter’s friends were expecting their first baby. She asked if I would make a 
quilt to welcome their daughter. I have a “go to” pattern for baby quilts. Expectant mom’s 
favorite color is purple. We selected purple fabrics, mostly with floral motifs in a range of 
light, medium and dark values. The pattern creates five stars trailing across the surface of 
the quilt. We selected a pretty pink for those. I’ve made too many of this pattern to count 
but felt that this one was the prettiest. My quilter helped select a lovely quilting pattern. 
We created a label with a heartfelt message. The quilt reached 100% finished the week 
before the baby was due. 

Given what had become a tight deadline, my daughter asked me to ship the quilt 
directly to her friends. It arrived on Friday and was received with absolute delight. Now, 
all mom and dad had to do was await their daughter’s arrival which had reached the “any 
day now” stage.

On Sunday night, I dreamt of the young man I dated throughout my senior year in 
high school. Although our dating relationship ended with my high school graduation, we 
remained friends. We saw each other at social events. He was a guest at my wedding. 
After my marriage, as I suppose is to be expected, we drifted apart. Over the years I 
reconnected with several people from my school days – some sought me out, others I 
tried to find. It’s been nice to be able to reminisce with them as well as share their current 
lives. I tried, for many years and on more than one occasion, to find the young man who 

Continued on page 18...
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Starlight Stitchers and Desert 
Threaders Foster Art of Needlework
The Embroiderers’ Guild of America (EGA) defines embroidery as using a needle 

with an eye. The guild was formed for the express purpose of fostering the art of 
needlework and their Mission is to inspire passion for the needle arts through education 
and the celebration of its heritage. EGA is international organization with more than 
8,800 members divided into 12 regions across the United States and Canada and has over 
230 chapters. The national headquarters is in Louisville, KY. Three chapters of EGA are 
located in Arizona, one in Tucson and two in the Phoenix area, the Starlight Stitchers 
and the Desert Threaders.

Starlight Stitchers is an evening chapter that meets 
in Tempe and Desert Threaders is a day chapter that 
meets in central Phoenix. Two distinct chapters with 
the same mission and focus - to bring together those 
who love to do embroidery in all its many techniques 
and styles. Membership is open to anyone interested in 
embroidery from the beginner to the professional. 

Starlight Stitchers offers hybrid meetings; they 
meet in person and at the same time offer their members 
the chance to join using Zoom. The meetings are held 
in the Yuma room at the Pyle Rec Center in Tempe. At a 
typical meeting there is a lot of activity. The conference 
microphone and the camera are set up and Zoom is 
launched on the laptop. Faces appear on the monitor; 
these are members who live far away, some in other 
states or those who could not drive to the meeting that night. Members in attendance are 
busy setting up their recent work on the Show-and-Tell table or pulling out the stitching 
they will do during the business portion of the meeting or just chatting with others. At 
7 p.m. the meeting is called to order. The minutes of the last meeting are read as is the 
treasurer’s report. There is discussion of a planned outing to the Phoenix Art Museum 
and lunch. There is discussion about the Group Correspondence Course that several 

members signed up for. There is discussion 
about stitching classes offered in Tucson and 
an upcoming retreat in California. Once the 
business meeting is over, they move on to 
the Show-and-Tell portion of the meeting, 
where members show off their recent work, 
to many oohs and aahs! Shown is Myriam’s 
embroidered table runner, Mary Louise’s 
cross-stitch sampler, Marilyn’s Rozashi piece 
and Christy’s needlepoint heart ornament. 
The zoomers also participate: Linda shows 
the Mill Hill ornament she finished. Now, the 
program begins. At the March meeting, the 
Starlight Stitchers learned to do silk ribbon 
embroidery. While each person starts with 
the same basic structure, each piece will be 
unique. Next month’s program? Something 

completely different.
Starlight Stitchers meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. the second Monday of the month 

at the Pyle Center, 655 E Southern Avenue in Tempe. For more information or to join us 
via zoom, please contact starlightstitchers@gmail.com. You can also find information at 
http://StarlightStitchers.org or follow them on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
starlightstitchers/ or on Instagram at StarlightStitchers.

Why join a local chapter? Read the words of a Desert Threaders member, “A few 
years ago, I was looking for a group of people to connect with. I was enjoying retirement, 
but all my social connections were back in California. Book club was interesting, but 
all we talked about was that month’s book. Volunteering for a museum or the library 
reminded me of too much work and I wasn’t ready for that. I wanted to do something 

Continued on page 19...
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Food Bank Drawing Quilt “Pink Owls 
in Trees”

27th Annual Strawberry Patchers
Quilt Show in Pine June 6th & 7th

The Strawberry Patchers 27th Annual Quilt Show, “Glory to Olde Glory”, will 
be held Friday and Saturday, June 6 and 7 at the community center, 3810 AZ-260 in 
downtown Pine, Arizona. This small-town show is a labor of love for the members of the 
Strawberry Patchers, a chapter of the Arizona Quilters Guild since 1994.  

The Show hours are Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and on Saturday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Admission to the show is $5.00 and included in the price of admission is a ticket for 

hourly drawings for Pinecreek Fudge and 
Espresso gift certificates. Pinecreek Fudge 
and Espresso will be located right near the 
show location for a shot of something sweet. 
You must be present to win one of the hourly 
drawing prizes. 

Bring a non-perishable food item for the 
local food bank and receive a ticket to be 
entered into a drawing for a lap quilt. The 
drawing for the lap quilt will be held at the 
close of the show and the winner will be 
notified. The lap quilt, entitled “Pink Owls in 
Trees,” is 54” x 77”, a perfect size for couch 
cuddling, or picnicking.

The annual attendance at the Strawberry 
Patchers Quilt Show is 600+ attendees each 
year. This well-attended show will once 
again feature more than 100 quilts created 
by talented quilters from the Mogollon Rim 
Country. Unique, colorful and diverse are 
words that describe the range of quilts hung 
for this show. Large and small, traditional and 

contemporary, hand and machine pieced and quilted, this show has it all!
The non-juried show welcomes quilters of all skill levels and ages to participate. 

Ribbons are awarded for Best of Show and Viewers’ Choice (voting on Friday only). 
Show sponsors and vendors also award a ribbon for their favorite quilts. A Chapter 
Challenge, “From Sea to Shining Sea,” promises to showcase special creativity from the 
Strawberry Patcher members.

A Vendor Mall will feature vendors offering a variety of products, including fabrics, 
kits, supplies and more! A customer favorite, the Patcher’s Country Store, returns with 
handcrafted items for sale. The Country Store features handmade items by the members: 
quilts, zipper bags, bowls, baked potato bags and more. The Strawberry Patchers will 
once again conduct a bake sale to include homemade artisan breads and other delicious 
items!  

A special highlight of the show will be a “Bed Turning,” featuring quilts each with 
their own story. The Bed Turnings will be held twice on Friday at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. and 
once on Saturday at 11a.m.

Tickets will be available for a drawing for a Collector’s Edition 1960’s Singer 
Featherweight.

Strawberry Patchers give back to the local Pine-Strawberry communities in a 
number of ways, including making and donating comfort quilts, Christmas stockings 
and fabric Easter bags. The Strawberry Patchers also contribute funds raised to benefit 
local non-profit groups who provide numerous services to the public. Annual recipients 
have included the Pine-Strawberry and Payson School Districts, the local food bank and 
library, the Humane Society of Central AZ, NAMI Payson (National Alliance on Mental 
Illness), Senior and Youth Centers and more.

The town of Pine is a delightful mountain town that will provide a cool break from 
summer heat. The Pine Strawberry Thrift Shop is on the same property as the Show and 
there are a number of genuinely nice antique, second-hand and gift shops in Pine. The 
area is home to several good restaurants, each offering a unique venue and a variety of 
menu options.

For further information about the Strawberry Patchers Quilt Show check out the 
group’s website: www.strawberrypatchers.com. This is a ‘must-see, must-do’ event that 
you will not want to miss! Mark your calendar for June 6-7, invite a friend to come along 
and plan to enjoy a fun and relaxing visit to the charming Pine-Strawberry area!

Thumb Butte Quilters Guild presents the
2025 Quilt Show “Every Quilters’ 

Hometown” June 13th-14th
Thumb Butte Quilters’ Guild proudly presents “Every Quilters’ Hometown” on 

Friday and Saturday, June 13th and 14th at Prescott High School. The Guilds’ Biennial Quilt 
Show will feature more than 300 beautiful and outstanding quilts featuring traditional, 
modern and artistic interpretations and styles representing the extraordinary talents of 
Thumb Butte Quilters’ members. The 
2025 Show is geared towards quilters, 
fiber artists and those who simply would 
like to see and enjoy these works of art.   

The well-stocked, diverse Vendors Mall 
will offer a huge variety of products for your 
perusal including clothing and accessories, 
sewing machines, tools, notions, patterns, 
kits and more!  A cornucopia of handmade 
items will be offered at the ever-popular 
Market Place. Plan to be there on Saturday 
for the always entertaining and lively 
Small Quilt Auction. 

Don’t miss seeing the fabulous 2024-
2025 Opportunity Quilt. The theme this 
year is “Everybodys’ Hometown” and 
features an originally designed, hand 
appliqued, center medallion of the historic 
and famed Yavapai County Courthouse. 
You will want this wonderful quilt for your 
very own and the beautiful quilt will be on 
display as well as several Raffle Basket opportunities. Tickets are $1 each, six for $5 or 
12 for $10 for the Opportunity Quilt and/or the Raffle Baskets. Drawings for all will be 
on Saturday afternoon and the winner need not be present to win.  

The Quilt Show hours are 9 am to 5pm on Friday and 9 am to 4 pm on Saturday. 
Admission is $5 which covers both days’ visits. Prescott High School is located at 1050 
Ruth Street in Prescott and the show is held in the Gym. There will be food trucks on site 
for your dining pleasure so plan to spend the entire day at the Show browsing, shopping 
and visiting with new and old friends.   

The Thumb Butte Quilters’ Guild is a 501c3 non-profit organization whose mission 
is to advance the art and appreciation of quilting through education. This is accomplished 
by offering programs, workshops, special events and ongoing charitable group projects.   

For more information about the Quilt Show, the Thumb Butte Quilters’ Guild, 
their community service mandate and other special interest groups available, visit their 
website, www.ThumbButteQuilters.com.

2025 Opportunity Quilt
Everybody’s’ Hometown

had been so special to me. Every attempt met with failure.
When I awoke on Monday morning, I decided to try one more time to find him. 

Searching the internet, his obituary was returned. He passed away five years ago. From 
what I read, it appeared that he achieved the life he had planned and was well loved. This 
discovery was saddening and a bit shocking. I fell down the rabbit hole into thoughts of 
high school and the many people that were such an important part in my life. I wondered 
if I had reached the stage in life where all I would hear about was the loss of someone 
else.

Then, on Tuesday morning, I received a text message from my daughter with a photo 
of her friend’s newborn baby girl, so sweet being cradled by her mom. Life, I understood, 
is a circle of birth and death that we both witness and experience. Spirits lifted, I’m just 
glad that the quilt arrived in time to welcome a new life.  

©Barbara Polston, March 2025. Barbara is the author of Quilting with Doilies: 
Inspiration, Techniques, and Projects (Schiffer Press, 2015) and a series of children’s books 
inviting young children to share in The Adventures of Puppy Brian (www.puppybrian.
com). Barbara lives in Tucson, Arizona where she has failed at retirement, but is getting 
more time for sewing in a variety of forms. Contact Barbara at barbarapolstonquilter@
gmail.com.

Life, continued from page 16...
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Round Valley Quilt & Fiber Arts Show
In Eagar AZ on June 27 & 28

The Round Valley Quilt and Fiber Arts Show is just around the corner! This year’s 
show is on Friday and Saturday, June 27th and 28th, at the Round Valley High School, 
550 N. Butler Street in Eagar AZ.

Organized by Quilter’s Haven LLC, the 
show will feature small and large quilts, quilted 
wall hangings and art, as well as a variety of 
fiber arts. Cindy Seitz-Krug, an internationally 
known and award-winning home-machine 
quilter and instructor, will provide judging and 
her written critiques will be provided to each 
entry.

Viewer’s Choice Awards judging of quilts 
and fiber arts entries will take place on Friday. 
First, Second and Third Place in each category 
will be awarded. Patriotic quilts will be judged 
for First Place only. In addition, there will be 
an award for “The Item I Most Want to Take 
Home with Me.” Voting will be done on Friday 
with results announced on Saturday.

The two day show includes trunk shows, 
vendors, Bed Turning, “Quilts with a Story” 
and a special display of Patriotic Quilts. Attendees will enjoy demos of quilting tools and 
techniques as well as spin-ning and weaving on both days. Entry fee includes door prize 
tickets with hourly drawings throughout the day and you must be present to win. Most 
prizes are bags of quilt and fiber arts related items, many donated by the shop vendors.

“Quilts with a Story,” held at noon on Saturday, is a modern version of the traditional 
bed turning event. It doesn’t involve an actual bed and no mattresses get turned over! 
Quilts are objects of beauty as well as utilitarian covers and many have stories that can 
be told about how they came to be or where they’ve been since the day they came off the 
quilting frame.

Patriotic Quilts have been created by volunteers and are donated to Veterans and First 
Responders in the Round Valley area. These beautiful freedom quilts are meant to honor 
our service members and to let them know we care.

Admission of a $5 donation for both days includes a discount for purchases at 
Quilter’s Haven. Net proceeds from the show go to a scholarship fund for graduating 
Round Valley high school students. The Show hours are Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

More information plus entry forms are available at the Quilter’s Haven’s website 
quiltershaven-llc.com; on Facebook at @QHQSLLC; or by calling Quilter’s Haven at 
928-333-2739. 

Quilter’s Haven is the perfect place to find new fabrics, the latest patterns, fun 
classes, long arm quilt-ing and much more. Stop by and enjoy a one-of-a-kind experience 
at the “Haven” in the gateway to the White Mountains. Quilter’s Haven is located at 41 
W 2nd Avenue, Suite A, in Eagar and the hours are Tuesday to Saturday from 10 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.

Enter to Win a 
$25 Gift Certificate

The Country Register has a gift for one of our lucky readers! We are giving away one 
$25 gift certificate to be spent at a local advertising shop. Use it to go shopping at 
your favorite Country Register advertiser. 

The drawing will be held on May 1st and the winner will be announced in our June-
July issue. The gift certificate will be mailed to the winner.

Entry Deadline is May 1, 2025
(Names are not sold, given away or used for any other purpose.)

Drawing Entry Form

Name ________________________________________ 
Phone_________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
City, State & Zip ___________________________________________________
E-mail address: ____________________________________________________
Name of my favorite Country Register advertiser is: 
_________________________________________________________________
Tell us what makes this advertiser your favorite: (REQUIRED TO ENTER) _____________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

To enter, complete this form and mail to:
The Country Register, PO Box 74035, Phoenix , AZ 85087
(Photocopy of form is fine. Be sure to answer all questions.)

Or email the information to: 
arizona@barlomedia.com or california@barlomedia.com

 and put “Gift Certificate” in the subject line.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Please tell us about a local Arizona, California or N. Nevada Vintage, Antique, Craft 
or Holiday Event that you would like to see advertising in The Country Register:
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

We welcome your comments and/or suggestions about The Country Register. Include 
a note with your drawing entry, send us an email or give us a call at 1-888-942-8950. 
We enjoy hearing from our readers!

during the day, not at night.
I found the national group Embroiderers’ Guild of America (EGA) through Facebook. 

Then through their website, found the Desert Threaders Chapter. Even though I was an 
avid cross stitcher, embroidery brought to mind never used linens delicately embroidered 
with flowers, sitting in a dark cabinet. Was this a group for me?

So, the answer is Yes! Desert Threaders is a wonderful group of people interested in 
various aspects of anything involving a needle and thread. Through small projects, I’ve 
been able to experience what it is like to stitch with different types of threads and turn my 
stitched pieces into rolls, drums, boxes, Biscornu and the ever-practical flat fold. During 
our Show and Tell sessions I’ve seen finished pieces of great accomplishment and beauty, 
and smaller, simpler pieces that I know brought joy to the person who made it and will 
bring joy to the person who will receive something that is handmade. It’s a group that if 
I’m stumped about some aspect of a project there will be someone there who will help 
me. Once a month we come from all over the Valley to share in something we love. Yes, 
this is a group for me!”

Desert Threaders meets at 9:30 a.m. (social time starts at 9:00 a.m.) on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month at the Family Center of Faith Lutheran Church, 801 E. 
Camelback Road in Phoenix. For more information, contact desert.threaders@gmail.
com or follow on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/theDesertThreaders. 

If you cross stitch or do other types of hand embroidery, plan to visit a meeting to 
learn more about these two wonderful needle arts groups. You will find ‘your people’!

Starlight Stitchers, continued from page 17...
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Giveaway Winner from February-March
We have one giveaway winner from our last issue!
Sharon Wilson from Goodyear will receive a $25 Gift Certificate to be spent at her 

favorite Country Register advertiser, Prickly Pearadise Quilts also in Goodyear. Sharon 
told us this is her favorite shop because, “They are local. They are friendly and helpful and 
carry a big selection of good quality fabric!”

We love to hear from our readers about how they enjoy The Country Register and use 
it to discover great finds and fun events. In this issue, there is another $25 Gift Certificate 
giveaway so be sure to enter and tell us where you pick up the newspaper.

Take a copy with you as you travel around Arizona visiting your favorite shops and 
finding new shops and events to explore!
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Arizona Quilters Hall of Fame 
2011 Arizona 
Quilt Shop 
of the Year

Monday-Saturday 9-5 • Sunday 11-4

Ann’s Lovin’ Ewe

It Might As Well Be Spring
by Ann Stewart

Springing forward is a challenge. I love lighter and longer 
evenings but don’t relish dark and cold early mornings. This 
year Daylight Savings falls on March 9th and Spring begins 
on March 20 (hopefully), and Easter follows on April 20.

On Daylight Savings Sunday, we scramble to get ready 
for church with an hour less time and the inevitable question, 
“Is it Spring back and Fall forward or Spring forward and 
Fall back?” Our clocks are all different. Which ones have 
been changed? What time is it really?

When my girls were younger and evening arrived, they 
couldn’t believe they had to go to bed. “It’s too early!” The 
next morning came too early too, and they couldn’t believe 
they had to get up in the dark. By Wednesday they were still 
missing the school bus.

This meant another embarrassing encounter dropping them off at the school’s Kiss and 
Go. Though my youngest daughter threw my jeans jacket over me, there was no hiding 
the fact that I was not properly attired. The principal opened the car door and called out, 
“Why Hello Christine and Julia!” My response wasn’t quite as cheery, “Why is it always 
YOU when I’m wearing my pajamas?!!!” It seemed like my kids were running away 
from the car without kissing me goodbye. 

The change in temperature also creates other challenges. Is it “In like a Lion and 
out like a Lamb?” Or the reverse? If I flip my clothes from winter to spring, then the 
weather goes back to a wintry mix weather watch with forecasts in the 40’s. It leaves us 
wondering if the upcoming Spring Break will be a break for Spring! 

Spring also means “In Like a Lamb” and our flock of sheep change clothes as well. 
There are many reasons to remove a ewe’s wintry coat a few weeks prior to lambing. 
One reason is that the pregnant ewe will go to the barn to deliver. In addition, she’ll be 
more in tune to the needs of her newborn lamb who is also missing a thick wooly layer 
of protection. I sympathize with our wooly girls, for without their fleece they look like a 
flock of goats shivering in the wintry air. 

With March and April’s unpredictable weather, I can’t figure out if its time to savor 
one more fireside evening with hot chocolate, popcorn and a good book, or time for 
throwing open the windows and beginning spring cleaning. Do I want more cozy times 
with the family inside or is it time to break out into the freedom of outdoor family fun? 

Although the weather and sunlight are unseasonable, thankfully, the calendar itself 
remains predictable. I like flipping to a new page to see what’s coming up. I enjoy a new 
day, a new season of the year, a new season of life. And no matter if the weather is “in like 
a lion” the lambs will soon arrive and skip across the fields. Maybe then we’ll be assured 
that, as the Rodgers and Hammerstein song goes, “It might as well be spring.”

C2025



April-May 2025 23Quilting, Sewing & Needlework

The Country Register has many opportunities for 
individuals interested in sales and publishing 

across the U.S. and Canada. If you are wanting to be 
your own boss and meet some fantastic people, 

give us a call -888-942-8950 or email us
info@barlomedia.com to learn more!
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