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ust A Note,.,

F l oOr i d a Welgome Spring!!! It"s time to go

' v ® shopping....Our advertisers are ready to e

IA share with you all their new products for i
e ' l S 1 e ’ Spring, whether it’s a gift for someone  [{ %

’ ™ special or something to make your home :ﬂ

bright and sunny. Please remember to
] support these locally owned businesses.
Amy & Dave Carter, Publishers Let the shop owners know that you read
Toll Free Phone: 866-825-9217 about their shop in our publication. This 1 A /
E-mail: ads@TheRegisterWeb.com is important because their advertising David, Amy

Web Site: www.TheRegisterWeb.com allows us to bring you this paper. They Rachel and Grace
’ ) ¢ i appreciate knowing the ads are effective and that keeps them advertising.
P.O.Box 2419 - Cumming, GA 30028

Keep an extra copy of the current issue of our publication in your car to
use as a road map for places to shop. What a fun, relaxing way to ease into
Spring. And don’t miss the Spring open houses, quilt shop hops and shows
that are planned. The shows and events listing summarizes all the events

4 I
Publisher Contact Numbers Across the USA & Canada

The Country Register is a network of independently owned and published specialty newspapers from the ads in this issue so you can easily mark your calendar to attend!
for the consumer who enjoys outstanding shopping, events, excursions and specialty classes. If you know of a great shop that isn’t advertising with us, but should be,
Look for the paper in your travels or for the current issue online. 1 1 ads@th st b th that shop’ h
For additional information, visit www.countryregister.com please email ads@theregisterweb.com wi at shop s name, phone num-
USA ber and address so we can send them a copy of the paper.
Arizona: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950 Grace is really enjoying her classes this semester! She has classes spe-

Arkansas: Richard and Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597 cific to her Public Relations and Spanish maj ors and she’s getting involved
California: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950

Colorado: Jan & John Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Falcon, CO 80831-8458, 719-866-8570 Wlt_h Cl}lbs for l}er majors too. Rachel _JuSt finished a 3 week Sou‘Fheast
Connecticut: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217 Asia trip — getting her travel accomplished before she starts her job at the
Delaware: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianvile, AL 35759, 888-616-8319 hospital in Raleigh soon.

Florida: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217 Thank you for picking up a copy of this issue. And be sure to share your

Georgia: Linda Parish, P.O. Box 389, Lexington, GA, 30648, 706-340-1049 ick th f friend. Eni h . this Spri d
Idaho (N): Kelsey Ruzicka, PO. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181 COpy or pick up another copy for a Inend. £Enjoy shopping this Spring an

Idaho (S) WA & E. OR: Barb Stilman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-042-8950 please let our advertisers know you read about them here!
Ilinois: Richard and Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597 #/,( &- ﬂd ”,/é{
Indiana: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319 %

lowa: Linda Glendy, P.O. Box 6, Tama, IA, 52339, 641-751-2619

Kansas: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181

Maine: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399

Maryland: Kim Keller, 2920 144th Ave. NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304, 763-754-1661

Massachusetts: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217

Michigan: Leslie Howell, 2875 Dunkirk Dr., Saginaw, MI, 48603, 989-751-8860

Minnesota: Kim Keller, 2920 144th Ave. NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304, 763-754-1661

Missouri: Richard and Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597
Montana: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181

Nebraska: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181

Nevada (N): Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
Nevada (S): Glena Dunn, 4568 Carol Circle, Las Vegas, NV, 89120, 702-523-1803

New Hampshire: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399

New Jersey: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319

New Mexico: Jan & John Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Falcon, CO 80831-8458, 719-866-8570
N. Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950 | ! —— 3 a
North Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181 fe’ - ' -

Ohio: Barb Moore, P. O. Box 37, Cable, OH, 43009, 937-652-1157 =
Oklahoma: Richard and Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597 Mav"“ne events due Iw nl"ll 1

A

Oregon: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181 Mail a check for $25 with your event info to the address at the top of page 2.
Pennsylvania: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319 .
Rhodeylsland: Dave & Amy Cam)alr, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217 Jacehoak Live ar App Events
S. Carolina: Barb Stilman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950 MONQEYS 3130 PIM ..o Quilted Twins (pg. 12)
South Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181 MON-Sat 5:30 PM ...t Quilts and Lace (pg. 23)
Texas: Richard and Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597 TUESAAYS 6 PIM ..o Inspire Quilting & Sewing (pg. 16)
Vermont: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399 WEANESAAYS 7 PIM ...oveiiiieieicieieiseiee ettt Crafty Quilters (pg. 15)
Virginia: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217 FHOAYS 9 @M ... Boutique 4 Quilters (pg. 26)
Washington: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181 FHAAYS 3:30 PIM ..ot Quilted Twins (pg. 12)
West Virginia: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Wisconsin: Scott & Jennifer Hughes, P. O. Box 276, Altoona, WI, 54720, 715-838-9426 Mareh
Wyoming: Kelsey Ruzicka, PO. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181 LBV 0 Visit all the participating shops during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 3)
CANADA 1-Apr 30......cceenee. Du'ring the All Florida Shop Hop yi§it A& lE,Fabrics & Crafts ip Pensagola (pg. 4)
Alberta: Marcy Horswil, Suite 114, 919 Centre St. NW, Calgary, AB T2E 2P6, 587-585-3545 ! :ﬁpr 80 During thg Al Flor:'di\ﬁ’g‘l’p.l'k’ps;:'s't Marg'.e S geWka‘CE Fun in ﬂes.tv'ew (pg.5)
British Columbia: Marcy Horswill, Site 114, 919 Centre St. NW, Calgary, AB T2E 2P6, 587-585-3545 1A B0 -.... During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Gookie’s Fabric in Marianna (pg. 5)
Manitoba & Saskatchewan: Kirby & Colleen Gust, Box 801, White City, SK, S4L 5B1, 306-585-0274 1-AE 30.crrrrsee During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Beyond the Stitches in Crystal River (pg. 6)
\Ontario: Harriet Ramos, 103-575 Lacolle Way, Orleans, ON K2A 5B6, 613-612-8465 ) 1-Apr30.........During the Al Florida Shop Hop visit Scrappy Girl Quitts & Fabric in Lake City (pg. 6)
1-Apr 30...coceeenne. During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Village Quilt Shop in Fruitiand Park (pg. 7)
1-APr 30 During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Quilted Twins in Dade City (pg. 12)
The Florida Register, March-April, 2025 Vol. 32 — No. 2 1-Apr 30, During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Quilters Anonymous in Clermont (pg. 13)
The Florida Register is published every other month. Copyright 2025. Reproduction or use, 1-Apr30..cee. During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Black Dog Quilt Shop in Clermont (pg. 13)
without written permission, of editorial or graphic content in any manner is prohibited. 1-Apr 30...During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Heartfelt Quilting & Sewing in Winter Haven (pg. 14)
Subscription price: 1 year (6 issues) $18. Single copies $3. ($24/$4 in Canada) for postage T-APF30.e During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Meg's Quilt Cottage in Sebring (pg. 15)
and handling. 7he Florida Register is a registered corporation in the State of Florida. 1-Apr 30.......... During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Inspire Quilting & Sewing in Plant City (pg. 16)
1-Apr 30...ccveveereinne During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Nana’s Quilt Shop in Brooksville (pg. 16)
1-APF 30, During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Scrap & Sew in Lutz (pg. 17)
f N 1-Apr30...ceeeeeeiens During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Fabric Smart in St Petersburg (pg. 18)
F lO ri da 1-Apr 30, .o During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Keep Me in Stitches in Tampa (pg. 18)
g . 1-Apr 30......cocvnee. During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Quilters Haven & More in Palmetto (pg. 18)
'IA 1-Apr 30....covvveene. During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Cedar Valley Crafts in Englewood (pg. 19)
' e ’ lS e r 1-Apr 30......... During the All Florida Shop Hop visit White Daisy Quilt Shop in Punta Gorda (pg. 20)
™ 1-APr 30, During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Kits by Carla in Labelle (pg. 20)
1-APr 30, During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Calico Station in Orange Park (pg. 21)
. . . . 1-Apr30....ccccvvieeenn. During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Sewing Garret in Daytona Beach (pg. 22)
Visit www.facebook.com/ TheFlorldaReglster 1-ADF 30 During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Sew N Quilt Co in Holly Hill (pg. 22)
\ /2 BN During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Sweet Time Quilting in Sebastian (pg. 23)
........................ During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Quilts and Lace in Melbourne (pg. 23)
............................... During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Quilt A Bit in Greenacres (pg. 24)
............. During the All Florida Shop Hop visit Boutique 4 Quilters in W. Melbourne (pg. 26)
S S South Florida Quilt Expo at Charles F Dodge City Center in Pembroke Pines (pg. 24)
DIME Virtual Embroidery Event with Quilts and Lace in Melbourne (pg. 23)
................................ Original Sewing & Quilt Expo at RP Funding Center in Lakeland (pg. 13)
Visit Heartfelt Quilting & Sewing during Original Sewing & Quilt Expo in Lakeland (pg. 14)
....... Visit Inspire! Quilting & Sewing during Original Sewing & Quilt Expo in Lakeland (pg. 16)
........ Visit Beyond the Stitches during the Central Florida Shop Hop in Crystal River (pg. 6)
.................................. Visit the participating shops in the Central Florida Shop Hop (pg. 11)
............ Visit Nana'’s Quilt Shop during the Central Florida Shop Hop in Brooksville (pg. 16)
.............................. Suwannee Valley Quilt Festival at the Historical Train Depot in Trenton (pg. 6)
.................................................. Spring Fling Sale at Nana’s Quilt Shop in Brooksville (pg. 16)

April
............................................................ Sip N Serge Event at Quilts and Lace in Melbourne (pg. 23)
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Shop Hop

_—

THESIDANNUALALL ~ SHOP HOP

The All Florida Shop Hop Magazine

over J () stores, J Q)OS of prizes, Ff @@ sift at Every store  will go on sale Mid-January ot all

Visit www.AllFloridaShopHop.com or join our Facebook Group: iT’S yo&?rgggggg%%% SémBal’K
www.facebook.com/groups/alifloridashophop to learn all about it. :

________________________________________ OI THE grear sewing
#agrge).  ADVENTUIe ACross FLoripal

ALL FLORIDA §
SHOP HOP

ALL FLORIDA
SHOP HOP

Spring into your favorite shop & tell them
you saw theiradin
The Florida Register

Baked Smoked Ham Recipe % Hidden Treasures by Liz Ball
' The recipe of baked smoked ham not only tastes good, but at the same ‘ )[N) S r, < v .\ LA A
" time has an appearance which is very appealing. Read further to learn _ \}é‘\ J > & Q 5
the steps to prepare the main course perfect for your Easter meal... 1 %’ VI ""
Ingredients: l
1 large smoked ham, about 12 to 18 pounds N ‘
Whole cloves %

3 cups pineapple juice
I pound dark brown sugar
One 16-ounce bottle dark corn syrup

Method:
Preheat the oven to 325 F. Take a shallow roasting pan and place the
ham on it. Score the fat and cover it with cloves. Take the pineapple |
juice and pour it over the ham. Bake the ham for 12 minutes per pound.
Remove the baked ham from the oven after 1 1/2 hours. Sprinkle
brown sugar on the baked ham. Without touching the brown sugar,
pour the corn syrup over the ham. Continue baking the ham but don't
forget to moisten it every 15 minutes. -
Once the baking part is over, remove the ham from the oven and let
it cool. Then this yummy dish is ready to be served.

»‘“‘,’% )
T

-Recipe submitted by a reader. W 2 - 3@&,‘
5:,, Ziia=al - ip »4\
= A<z
e oy

\
l | ) '/}- Y |
//'/‘ [‘y ﬁ A ©43 fatl é L ) \M 'g‘! 5

/
www.hiddenpicturepuzzles.com

ELl——> U\ cAT STER
Se? WA o

SPOON  spii RAINBOW M;é AT PIPEiconéﬁuil LLA

To order one of Liz Ball's Hidden Treasure Books (1,100-1,800 hidden items per book), send a
check for $6.95 (plus $3.75 shipping) to: Hidden Pictures, Box 1460, Cleveland, GA 30528 or
order online at www.hiddenpicturepuzzles.com.
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Milton, Pensacola

.Quilt...Sew...”Z

..Crochet...Paint..—
...and More!..

www.PensacolaRetreatCenter.com

...Gift Certificates Available..

The Onty Fabrete Shop e Sante Rode 00(0@7
Great Selection of Fabric - including full lines,
Batting, Notions, Pre-Cuts, Panels & More!
Classes for ALL Levels
Private Sewing Lessons Available

S5 OFF ANY CLASS/

QUILT SHOP

5201-B Dogwood Drive, Milton, FL 32570

850-665-4599 ¢ www.mysewingbarn.com

B T =
: ’ —

" QiivatfordislHandymaniServiceskiug
Privacy Fences * Paint Int/Ext « Sheetrock Repairs .

- InstaII & Repair * Popcorn Removal * Interior Doors

\v g » 850-529-8602 850-341 7603
et L s INA

Creeative Stiteherry
% Perdacoln %%z&%

We’re your Cross Stitch Store!

Wide Assortment of Patterns, Charts, DMC Floss,
Overdyes and Silk.

Fabrics by: PTP, Zweigart, Fiber on a Whim

‘%N" @4 %

481 E Ton Mile Rd. i '{*

Pensacola, FL %= ®
Wed-Fri 10-4 Sat 10-3 |

281-202-7162 ) ' i )

& &

www.creativestitcheryofpensacola.com

/4 VMot

Huge Selection of Markdowns
A & € Fobrics and Crafts

Monthly Sales

2024 #1 Local Quilt Shop in Florida

All Florida Shop Hop
Participating Store

Classes for all skill levels

See our website for more details

ICUSTOMER APPRECIATION COUPON|
Up to 25% off Fabric Purchase
Code: 2025FLRegMarApril

$25 max value. One time use per customer. Use in

923 N. New Warrington Rd
Pensacola, FL 32506-4250
850-455-0112
www.aandefabrics.com
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm

store or online. Normal exclusions apply. One discount
per purchase.
Valid: 3/1-4/30/25

My Bunny Blanket

Fabric and yarn become so much more when they are
touched by the creative hands that mold them into quilts
and afghans. However, the magic really happens when
those creative hands belong to someone that loves you.

My home is filled with blankets made by my
grandmothers and great grandmothers. From the day 1
was born, I was wrapped in their loving creations. My |
first quilt was made for me before I was even born. Itis
a crib sized piece made from a solid cut of (now vintagel!) |
cotton fabric covered with soft pastel rabbits. It is named
“Bunny Blanket” and was a huge source of comfort to
me as a child.

Looking at it today, I can see the battle scars that came
from being so loved. Millions of washings that turned |[*. .
the tufted yarn ties into small pea shaped balls. The }'d -
chewed-up corner from my new puppy. A couple of faded stains from juice mishaps.

As I'look at that blanket today, I understand its significance even more now that I
am an adult woman. I imagine my grandmother choosing the fabric, not knowing if
her first grandchild would be a boy or a girl. I can see her sitting at her machine, busily
sewing up her new creation in excited anticipation of meeting her first grandchild.

In the cedar chest that houses my Bunny Blanket are other equally loved creations.
There is a small, crocheted baby blanket from my great grandmother. It is made from
brightly colored wool yarn that has withstood the hands of time. Another favorite is
the king-sized, cream-colored afghan that my grandma custom made for me a few
years before she passed. I can still feel her hugs each time I wrap it around my shoulders.

Hanging on my guestroom wall are two quilts, each made by one of my great
grandmothers. One is what I’d call a utility quilt. Hand sewn from pieces and parts of
whatever fabric she could get her hands on; it served as a way to warm her family
during the depression years.

Quilt number two was a wedding gift to my grandmother from her mom. It is made
with the Wedding Ring pattern and was on her bed for decades. In her later years,
Grandma pulled it out of her chest and asked me if I would like to have it. I was
honored to accept it and still am to this day.

All of these blankets from my life are really storybooks, filled with emotion and love
in each stitch it took to create them. The women that made them are long gone, but
the gifts they left behind continue to warm me.

I am not a quilter nor a crocheter. My art comes in the form of paper crafting. I have
spent years documenting the lives of my family. I’ve curated scrapbooks of ancestral
pictures and documents that bring those long-ago generations back to life for us to
understand where our roots are.

My books aren’t warm and can’t be wrapped around the shoulders of those I love.
However, it is my hope that in decades to come, the pages will show the love of both
myself and all the family that came before me.

We live in a busy and complicated world right now. I challenge you to pause. Take a
moment to open your chest and rediscover your own Bunny Blanket. Feel the love
woven into the quilts and afghans of your past. It’s there.

by Julie Pirtle

© 2025 Julie Pirtle who lives in Eagle Point, Oregon. She is a Professional Organizer and
owner/ operator of Clutter Happens. She also works with clients nationally through video
consultations. The Clutter Challenged can reach ber at clutterhappens(@gmrail.cons, on
Facebook:/ clutterbappens or her website www.clutterhappens.com

A Cup of Tea with Lydia

Treasures from Talking Teacups

When I turned 50, a friend gave me a copy of the book If
Teacups Could Talk. I read it from cover to cover and became
immersed in tea parties. Now after 30 years of sharing
teatimes, I have learned that teacups really can talk and each
one has a story.

Black Teacup

“Why would anyone want a black teacupr” Lydia asked ;
when I came into her life. I was given to her during one of the blackest seasons in her
life—when she was diagnosed with incurable cancer. She considered cancer dark and
ugly. And since she doesn’t like black, she called me her cancer cup. I could have been
insulted, but I wasn’t. I knew there was more to me than the outside. I had an inside
too, with pretty flowers painted inside. And what’s inside is the most important.

During Lydia’s dark days of chemotherapy when her life was fragile, she learned
God could take the adversity in her life and turn it into something beautiful. The seeds
of hard times can sprout into beauty on the inside, if we accept the hard times and let
God’s love grow in our hearts.

Now when Lydia looks at me, I’'m not rejected. I’'m treasured. My story reminds her
of Solomon’ words in Ecclesiastes 3:11 (NIV): “He has made everything beautiful in
its time.” Yes, God does make everything beautiful in his time. But sometimes it takes
a while.

I give her hope that God is working on the inside and there are beautiful things yet
to come.

Yellow Teacup

Barbara thought Lydia’s cancer cup was too bleak and wanted Lydia to think cheery
thoughts. So, Barbara packed a tea lunch, wrapped me, and drove to Lydia’s home.
“This is a sunshine cup,” she explained. Since Lydia loves warm, sunny days, she liked
me and sipped tea from me often. I reminded her of God’s warm love for her.

However, Barbara bought me at an antique shop, so I wasn’t new when I was given
to Lydia. One day Lydia noticed a crack in me. “Oh, no, my sunshine cup is cracked.”

What good is a teacup that can’t hold tea? I wondered what she would do with me.

Lydia didn’t want to lose the sunshine in her life, so she keeps me in her china hutch
along with her perfect teacups. Then during tea parties, she finds other uses for me.
Sometimes I hold sugar cubes. (I must be getting sweeter all the time.) Other times 1
hold a votive candle adding cheer and warmth. Also, she uses my saucer as a small
plate for cookies or a trivet for a small teapot.

I taught her when we feel broken, we’re still useful. We may be chipped or cracked,
and life may take a different turn than we expected, but God isn’t finished with us. He
works through our hard times, and he keeps working in our lives and creates new ways
to bless us. In the Bible, Philippians 1:6 (NIV) says, “He who began a good work in
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” God will keep working
with us until we go to meet him. Isn’t that encouraging?

Blue-Flowered Teacup

Lydia met Joy more than 40 years ago while flying from California to Arizona. Since
then, they have only met one other time. But they keep in touch with letters, cards,
phone calls, and gifts.

One day Lydia’s sister called with hopeful news about new treatments for lymphoma.
But there are many kinds of lymphoma categorized by different numbers, so Lydia
wondered if this medicine could help her type of cancer. Alas, her number was not
included.

“When will they come up with treatment for my number?” Lydia cried out to God.
“Do you know my numberr”

Then she noticed a package from Joy. Inside she found me—a beautiful teacup and
saucer decorated with blue forget-me-not flowers. She exclaimed, “God, you’re so
sweet. So adorably sweet.”

Lydia’s favorite color is blue, and through the forget-me-nots God spoke to her
saying, “I know your number. I haven’t forgotten about you.” Inside the cup she read
the word “friend.” Not only is Joy her friend, but God is her friend too.

Isaiah 49:15—16 reassures us that God will never forget us. He has engraved us on the palms of
bis hands. Just as Lydia lovingly holds her delicate teacups in her hands, God lovingly holds each of
us in his hands.

by 1ydia E. Harris

-©2024 1 ydia E. Harris. 1ydia is a tea enthusiast and the author of three books for
grandparents: GRAND Moments: Devotions Inspired by Grandkids, In the Kitchen with
Grandma: Stirring Up Tasty Memories Together and Preparing My Heart for
Grandparenting, all available wherever you purchase your books.
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Crestview, DeFuniak Springs, Marianna plus Alabama

o Fabrics, Classes, Books, Kits,
M @W mw g G D Notions, Arrow Sewing Chairs, G D
Monthly Subscriptions & Machine Service
199 US Hwy 231 North * Ozark, AL 36360 Visit Us During The

& 334-445-3521 » www.frontporchquiltshoppe.com COOKIE'S ( ) FABRICS ALL FLORIDA SHOP HOP_
% Hours: Tues—Fri 10-5 * Sat10-2 ‘ , fhl‘OUghOU‘I’ March & Apiril

SERVING UP A SWEET STASH OF QUILTY GOODNESS! 4411 Constitution Lane
Marianna, FL 32448
[ £] © Tues, Wed, Fri 10-5 Thurs10-6 Sat 10-2

GD SHOP ANYTIME AT www.cookiesfabrics.com  890-317-7770 GD

3_?_” 0 o 2014 Lacey Lane

Variety of Classes ® Quilt Group Meetings
Fabrics * Books * Patterns * Notions

Home of Gammill Girl Quilting

Machine Quilting

Crestview, FL 32536

Mon.-Sat. 9-6

850-689-3655
Toll Free 866'739'6274

www.margiessewmuchfun.com

Sew Much Eun

o Check Facebook or Instagram for latest arrivals and class news

wm i g I’l oy Check OMr ¢ Fabrics include Quilt, Children, Linen, Silk, Flannel, etc.
8085 3 H 85N Facebooks 43700+ bolts of fabric, 500+ books, & quilting supplies

DeFwiak SMWJA. FL 32433 Instagraw, or o Always special pricing on Horn Cabinets

_ _ website the end
sl of April for our We have machines  Authorized Sales

wuAw.choaewkouwnty.comy 54t Anniversary  for allinterestsand & Servicefor  march is National
Celebration  price levels! Financing  BERNINA — quitting Month!

The ONLY  Rise & Shine i’y announcement!  options reavailable.  HORN

I . _ — o e

Classes Quilt Shop Quilting Time! i~ n—
Bago in Walton New Avtivaky @ ALL FLORIDA AR

Eclusive
& muchmorel!  County Daify! FREEGIFTSS. ™ [ SHOP HOP

I Mon Closed [ b . ° eucrlﬁll;?ﬁlé?ﬁﬁgsr ‘
gloLZY0 1 Tues-Wed 106 &= il Hop:Mar2&

oy ThurClosed Apr 6 from 1-5 pm

Sun 12-4

Veteran Family
Owned Business

The Friendliest ¢ Most Diverse
Fabric Shop in Florida’s Panhandle

Of Time and Tides by Kerri Habben Bosman

One afternoon last October most of
our family was gathered on the beach.
Most of the men were fishing, most of
the women were sitting and talking, and
the youngest grandson and I were building
a miniature fortress some distance away
from the others.

Quinn and I took turns going to the
water’s edge to get wet sand for our ¢
creation. We also gathered sea grass, shells,
and small bits of driftwood to press into ;
the walls of our fort. We were immersed in our work. After all, whether you are seven 938 N N Fe rdon Blvd N

or fifty-one, playing in the sand is captivating and affirming,

We took our time, packing the walls and smoothing them as the ocean waves grew CrestView, FI- 32536 Oktw‘g iongwm

deung's ing and
Supply Stonel

Fabric « Notions ¢ Classes
Memory & Commission
Quilts And Much More!

closer. Suddenly Quinn stopped working and looked at me very earnestly. .

“I don’t think this is a good idea,” he said. ““The water is going to come and take ShOp Anyhme at m!
everything away.” www.stitchbystitchfb.com

I paused, studying his serious eyes. I listened to the ocean, thinking first that an .
entiga philosophgj b%)ok could be \Zfritten based on his statement. Whagt I was really 850-331-2206 Long Arm Services
waiting for was the right words. with under 3 week

“Yes, it is,” I answered. “But we will always remember this moment, our fort, and M-F9-6 Sat9-5 turnaround t,me'
how we made it together. The tide cannot take that away. I think we should keep Sun Closed
building it anyway.” Find us on

“Okay,” he said. Facebook

So, we continued on.

I have thought of this day many times since as my stepdaughter continued valiantly
on in her battle to survive cancer. She did her best to thrive, packing all the goodness
and love she could in the eighteen months after her diagnosis. Our family consciously
made memories-going to the beach, watching her kids’ sporting events, and often just
sitting and being together. She loved to make charcuterie boards to feed our big family
as we watched football games. We played yard games, like corn hole and bocce. When
the time came that she was no longer strong enough to take part, she was still right
there with us. Her spirit remained dauntless.

We all knew that the tide was coming in. How fast and how soon, that we didn’t
know. So, we just kept treasuring the next thing we did together, knowing that these o)

2y G

times would sustain us when we needed them to. They are now our real-life fortress.

For my stepdaughter, the tide came in on January 23rd. Wou ld go ur group or gui ld l i ke fo receive ’4

Yet, for all of us who love her, she will never fully leave us. She loved all of us so = C g o
steadily and with an inherent and unending kindness. It was simply the way she lived. FR E E O PI E Of eq ch Issue Of
Along with those gentle ways, she carried within her a resolute strength that bolstered . .
those atound her. ’ The Florida Regicter?

I will forever see her in everything she loved, most especially her three children. I
will see her in the graceful motions of the hummingbirds that come to our feeders. 1
will hear her in our laughter when our family is all together.

I will feel her essence especially when our family is on the beach. She loved the
ocean with a quiet and enduring passion. She happily spent many hours just sitting on
the sand, watching the waves. She also loved being on the water, enjoying her stand-up
paddleboard. She was happiest, though, when it was all of us together, taking in the
sand and sea.

Perhaps during this new time, we’ll all gather on the beach. It is highly likely that
Quinn and I will build another creation even as we know the water will take it back.
For we will always remember. And we will always love. -

The tide cannot take that away. i

So, we continue on.

Juet cend an email to
ade® TheRegicterWeb.com
or call 1-¥66-¥25-0217

Let ug know how many copiec

(25 minimum)

and g ctreet chipping addrece.

--© 2025 Kerri Habben Bosman is a writer living in Cape Carteret, NC. Her email is
91 3jeeves@gmail.com
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Chiefland, Crystal River, Lake City, Live Oak, Ocala, Trenton

{1

352-493-2801

) 0 o
530&1;: 11050 NW 10th Ave. - Chiefland, FL 32626 8}’",{/",“/ WY Sewullg/ Stl,ld{,ﬁ’
i

o Levy County Quilt Museum Chiefland Florida

b ° Py
m Open Tuesday - Saturday from 10am to 3pm

I MUSEUM.INC. Quilts, fabric & other handmade items for sale!
_ fﬁl—ﬁﬂ Come see Sieglinde Schoen Smith’s collection
; 8 . permanently on display!

Sewing & Alteration Services
Sewing, Crochet, & Quilting Classes

Call About Our New Classes
Cleaning & Maintenance on Sewing Machines n

16796 - 16TH ST. « LIVE OAK, FL 32060 - 386-564-8553

Open 10-4 or call for other times ¢ Email: ecorbin100@gmail.com

T e | Scrappy Girl Quills & Fabric

Crystal River, Flor!da 34429
\ IR - Mo Fnes - Saro (386) 308-3195 3 ScrappyGirlQuilts.com

i W:VVIEIbetVOI‘!dIEheSIt;:ChES.COI‘I‘I it
Ign up ror electronic Newsietter on our website Q .
\ )\ f@  Join us Por the
x\.' All Florida Shop Hop

% info@beyondthestitches.com
( S% LLC Facebook: Beyond The Stitches, LLC

S baby lock

FOR THE LOVE OF SEWING

Sewing/Embroidery/Quilting/Serger Machines, Floriani, Fabric, Threads & Notions. Regular Store Hours: March/April 2025
March 1 thru April 30 « All Florida Shop Hop Tuesday - Saturday Fabric 4 Notions ## Classes
March 21 thru April 5 « Central FL Shop Hop - Notions in Motion 9am - 4 pm Longarm Quilting Services
Check our website for Classes & other Events! Country Club Plaza 3% 1686 SE Baya Drive, #103, Lake City, FL

Retirement Time is COMING ASPEN GROVE QUILTING

After 27 years in the needlework industry,
I'm retiring Sait., April 26 at 4 PM

Until then - keep shopping with us Tues-Sat 10-4

Thank you for your support throughout the years!

I'm in talks with a potential buyer so hoping for a new
shop for you to support. See next issue for details.

Brick City Cross Stitch, Inc.

Six Gun Shopping Plaza
4901 E. Silver Springs Blvd., # 606, Ocala, FL
352-629-2991 * www.brickcitycrossstitch.com

by Sam Hilhorst

Quilting Stories with Sam

This first weeks of Spring brings feelings of new
beginnings. And, in all honesty, the topic for this
segment's writing was again brought to my attention
through the eyes of my eldest daughter. When she came
home from her first week (more like two days) of school,
my little first grader pulled out a handful of paperwork
she had completed. "Mom, look at all my school stuff."
Acknowledging her, I told her, "we'll look at this later,"
and continued with supper prep.

As we finished supper at the table, we pulled out L's
schoolwork and took a peek. Most were typical school
spelling work, journals, and colouring activities, but one
caught my eye - "My Book of Resolutions." Opening
the four-page hand-crafted book were her super sweet
first-grade resolutions to help mom more, to play games
with her friends more, to help in the classroom. It was
the final page that I asked her about, as it rather confused
me. The fill in the blank resolution was: Here is my
resolution about Mother Earth, to which my six-year-
old wrote, "be kind to animals." I remember looking
right at her and saying, "L, you already do that and are
so wonderful to animals, so that's not really a
resolution." Without haste, my smart and sassy young
lady said, with attitude, "well, mom, you know it's a
new year, and I need to remember to keep doing it."

A couple days later, I started the process of prepping
and planning my upcoming year at Aspen Grove
Quilting. Walking into my cozy shop, I took a look around and saw my project
boxes neatly sitting along the top of my cabinets. Each box contains an individual
project that needs completion, ranging from starting blocks, sewing blocks together,
or just completing binding. I sat down and thought, what projects do I want to start
this year? Again, looking at my fabric for inspiration, those darn project boxes
caught my eye once again! No ... new year, new project, right? Ding, it was like a
reminder went off in my brain. Remember what L just told you?! "Well, mom, you
know it's a new year, and I need to remember to keep doing it." New year, same
project? That sounded peculiar; who's talking to me? This can't be my thoughts.

And it wasn't! It was my little six-year-old's words repeating in my mind, telling
Qeadejvgl'\ah%' me to finish doing what I started because it was going to feel just as good.
. . . . . .

Prepping took quite a twist for me and my shop, from planning new projects

Who doesn’t LOVE a Featherweight! Well I've recently adopted two! I wiped to falling back on old ones. That is not how I anticipated my year to start. A quick
them down, oiled them in all the best places, changed out the drip pan pad, attitude shift and I pulled out my step ladder and started to take down project
added new feet to both the machines and their foot controllers, removed boxes. As each box came down, I could feel my excitement building. T forgot
threads that weren’t where they should be. . . and then decided they needed to about that one, or I remember how excited I was when I found that fabric, or oh,
be “dressed” that pattern is so cute! Today, I look around my workspace, and a dozen clear

boxes are scattered on the worktop. Each one brings a smile to my face and fills my
heart with anticipation as [ now have to patiently await each final project - it feels
just as good!

Reflecting back on that moment of reading L's resolution book, I realized that
her resolution meant more to me than it likely did to her. Boy oh boy, that little girl
smacked me in the face with some strong words. A new start, but a continued
action. What a wise take on how to perceive resolutions. Resolutions, perhaps, are
not always about making a change or starting over but rather continuing what we

Enter an embroidery pattern I enhanced just a little and my babies each have
a new best friend. . . storage mats!

I purchased the pattern from Etsy and after stitching out a trial mat, I added
each machine’s serial number and birth date. . . a personalized mat to drop the
presser foot on, lower the needle into and when it’s folded up for storage it pro-
tects the bed of the machine from scratches and dings from the thumb screws
on the side of the machine. . . happy all around!

are already doing, doing it well, and continuing through the experience of finding

ourselves, bettering our lives, or enjoying the moments.
Shared I hope you can continue doing the things that bring you joy. Continue appreciating
by life's little moments that warm your heart. And, of course, continue that project
reader that has been tucked away for weeks, months, or even years. Hopefully, continuing
S. Bennett that project, reaching completion, and admiring your accomplishment will bring
of Daytona the same overwhelming joy that being nice to animals does for my wise little girl.

Beach, FL

© 2023 Sam Hilhorst. I am a wife, mom to a young, growing family, and newly titled
entreprenenr. My love for fabric and quilting lead me to open Aspen Grove Quilting .
www.aspengrovequilting.com
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Fruitland Park, Lady Lake, Leesburg, Oxford

Gilii
THE QUILTERS COTTAGE

———FABRIC SHOP——

Grace

COMPANY

@) SINGER
Now offering E2E Longarm Services

¢ Notions ‘| hreads -Patterns -Kits - Gifts

10879 US 301 Suite 2 » Oxford Florida 34484
352-816- 9133

BOT

www.thequilterscottage.com

Tuesday - Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday 10am - 2pm

FRUITLAND PARK, FL

Your Light & Bright Fabric
& Quilt Shop Offering:
Moda, Riley Blake,
Free Spirit,

Art Gallery Fabrics,
Martelli products,
Quilters Select,
Cutie Patterns/Packs
AND MUCH MORE!

Mar & Apr =
ALL FLORIDA 4
SHOP HOP

2468 US HWY 441,

Suite 202
Fruitland Park, FL

Tues-Sat 10-4 352-901-6874

Shop Anytime at
VillageQuiltShop.com

=~

Come Visit Our

New a&scwtwn

on Main Street!

Gary Lee Sligh

Weaving
| Custom Framing
Monthly Classes

1012 W. Main © Leeshurg, FL 34748 3
Tues. - Sat. 10-5 « 352-205-1126 |

www.garyleesligh.com © gryslgh@yahoo.com

qép A Quilting Palette, LLC

Stop by to visit "The Happy Place”
at A Quilting Palette!

Retreat e Classroom e Meeting Space!
.Jndudes cutting counters, worktables, and ironing stations.

Refrigerator, microwave and Keurig included.
Reservations are NOW being accepted.
Not a quilter, that’s okay - ALL creative groups are welcome!

o Full Service Longarm Computerized Edge to Edge
o Self Service Free-Motion Long Arm Machine Rental
e Binding Services Available

o Customized Embroidered Quilt Labels Available

"\\ 1.2 miles south

\.‘ A Quilting Palette (located in Plaza 1)

Microtel Hotel
\
"
\ "

Oakwood Smokehouse

2 miles north

CR 466A (Miller RD)

| .'-ﬁg‘&iii\ 7

Check out our online store & class list at
- www.AQuiltingPalette.com

At |
g e el b

"732'S. US Hwy. 27/441e Lady Lake, FL 32159

Mon 12-4, Tues - Sat 9-4 e 352-751-0405
AQuiltingPalette@gmail.com

(' ) FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
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THE COUNTRY REGISTER RECIPE EXCHANGE I
Alice Martin « Greenwood Lake, NY I

Cool Cucumber Pasta Salad'

8 oz. tube pasta
1 tbsp. vegetable oil

2 medium cucumbers, thinly
sliced

1 medium onion, thinly sliced
11/2 cups sugar (can use less)
1 cup water

3/4 cup vinegar

1 tbsp. prepared mustard
1 tbsp. dried parsley flakes
1 tsp. salt |
1 tsp. pepper

1/2 tsp. garlic salt or powder

I
Directions: Cook pasta, drain and rinse. .
In large bowl, stir in oil, cucumbers and onions. |
Combine remaining ingredients, pour over pasta and toss.

Cover and chill 3—4 hours, stirring occasionally. |
Serve with slotted spoon. Serves 8-10 I

N NN NN NN NN NNNNNN_N
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Win A 325 Gift Certificate

We give away a $25 Gift Certificate each issue to redeem at a local
advertiser’s shop! You can register online at www.theregisterweb.com
with the link “Register to Win” or complete the form (photocopy is acceptable)
and mail to: PO. Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028.

Please also include a favorite recipe, quote, tip or a craft project
you want to share with other readers.

The drawing will be made prior to the next issue. The winner will be mailed

information on redeeming their certificate and also announced in the next issue.
Note: We do not place your information on any mailing list.

And the Winner is...

Our winner from last issue is Debbie Woods. Debbie will receive a

gift certificate to spend at Fabric Warehouse in Lakeland. She enjoys

this shop because they have “a lot of selection, people are friendly
and very helpful.” Congratulations Debbie!

The Florida Register Gift Certificate Entry Form
ALL ITEMS MUST BE COMPLETED TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE PRIZE DRAWING

Name
Street
Phone

City State _ Zip

Email

My favorite advertiser in this issue is:

| enjoy visiting this shop because:

Please tell us about a local business you'd like to see advertising in The Florida Register.
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Mount Dora, Umatilla

Specializing in New Quilt
Fabric, Heritage Fabric & Now
7 0¢ (O Home to Quilttads™
@/(@Uﬂt gp Quilttads™ are a new way fo experience
- . 4 and purchase quilting fabric. Quilttads™
u are select cuts of fabric: strips, squares,
g% Youlube-  rectangles, etc., that when combined
; %‘ me  Quilting create a “kit” fo fit your needs.
‘ ina Quilttads™ vary in width from 1" to 45"
New Way (@in 1/2 inch increments.)

o / P

www.missbessiesquiltshop.com

Cometrya 111 N. Central Ave.
sma&tgggf‘a:j‘gg Umatilla, FL
> Quilttads A ’
 homewiha e iFE 3627712053 B
- Mon.-Fri. 9-2

SEW-MINI Things

“It’s where the boys are”

4500+ Bolts of Quality Fabrics

Personalized Fabric Selection Assistance

JUKIF

SEWING, SERGERS, EMBROIDERY AND LONG ARMS

Come experience the difference of
shopping with the boys.

In-Store Shopping, Shop Online,
Store Pick-Up or Shipping Available
Tuesday-Saturday

10am—-4pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

3820 N HWY 19A

Mount Dora, FL 32757
352-483-0082
http://sewminithings.com

QUlters, Knitters & NeedeArtists:

Find Your Favorite Shops When You Travel
intheNeedleTravel Guide

Purchase at your local shop or from us online.
Don’t forget to download the NeedleTravel App!

NeedleTravel cop

“Need @W@ﬂ :

enjoy its companion:

ShopHopper

by NeedleTravel

only
$9.95

Your free travel planner at NeedleTravel.com

needletravel.com or 888-737-0847  Ejraccbook @ Pinterest | Twitter

Cou ntrgberries Desi gns

Mr. Nibbles

Lots of possibilities
for this cute bunny!

You can applique him on a

pillow, make him Into a plant

poke or an Easter ornament,

paint him on wood or canvas

or just sew him into a cuddly
stuffed animal.

Enlarge him to your desired
size. If you are sewing your
bunny, remember to add a
seam allowance around your
pattern. Use whichever ac-
cessories you choose. Not for
commercial use. Please give
the artist credit.

Have fun!

@ cragan 25

Designed 55 Kathg Graham

Cou ntry berries .o

Whimsies and necessaries for your country home and garden
330 North Road Deerfield, NH 03037
www.countryberries.com
603-463-7615
Open by chance or appointment only

Info@countryberries.com

Like us on Facebook

Ginger Cats

My mom always said that orange male cats
had the most loving personalities. She has a
picture of me around the age of 7 with sponge
cutlers in my hair, brushing my teeth and our
big orange cat sitting on the bathroom counter
beside me drinking water from the faucet. I
think it’s ironic that many, many years later, 1
still have a big orange boy that does the same
thing. Every morning, he jumps on the counter
and waits knowing that I'll drip the faucet just
for him. The only difference from age 7 to
now is that there are no sponge curlers in my
hair.

As I'look over at Monroe and Timmy, the 2 orange males who now share my life, I
cannot help but smile. They both love to lounge near me in the crates that my husband
made for them. This lets them be where they want to be, close to me while I work, but
out of the way. Ok, maybe only out of the way 80% of the time because there are just
some tasks that they are sure I cannot accomplish on my own. Both think that sewing
binding on a quilt requires a furry counter weight to hold the quilt in place. Likewise,
they think that any papers sitting by my computer might blow away without feline
assistance. Quilt tops placed on the floor for a quick photo also need weight, a furry
model or both. Convincing them otherwise can lead to quite the conversation.

We adopted Monroe when he was 4 months old. He was in the gangly stage where
his ears were too big for his body and his legs seemed far too long. He was quite the
comical little guy who had to investigate everything, but once exhausted from his
efforts, had to curl up with his fur ‘less mom or dad where he felt safe and loved. If
the loudness of a purr is the gauge for contentment, he was one happy little boy. Now
at age 0, when not helping in the studio he can be found in front of the bathroom sink
with his belly facing the heating vent. In the evening, he is on my lap so that he does
not miss Jeopardy or Wheel of Fortune. At night, he is most often found sleeping
behind my knees. He definitely grew into his ears and legs and is now quite a big boy.

Timmy was my unexpected blessing a little more than a year ago. Showing up in our
yard but too timid to come very close at first, it was a waiting game on both our parts
for many weeks. Once I could touch him and get him to the vet, I was thrilled that he
was not microchipped so I could claim him as my own. That joy turned to heartbreak
on the second vet visit when they scanned him again and this time found a chip. My
heart did not want to let him go but I knew if he had a family who was missing him,
that I had to try and get him back home.

I called the number given to me by the microchip company and at first was told that
they were not missing an orange cat. That led to me texting a photo. Finally, the lady to
whom I was talking realized that he was a barn cat she had adopted many years before
who had been missing for so long that they assumed something had happened to him.
I almost cried happy tears when she said that if I wanted to keep him I could and that
she would transfer the paperwork for the microchip.

Of course, I wanted to keep him! I was in love with this fur baby who had found his
way to our yard some 8 miles from the barn where he used to live and then carefully
and cautiously chosen us. Added to the fact that he now had a warm bed inside where
he was protected from the elements and predators, letting him return to being a barn
cat was something I just could not fathom.

I read somewhere that when cats choose a person, like Timmy did with us, that it's
a true sign of trust. For them, being around someone they fully trust means that they
can completely relax and rest at ease because they feel safe from harm. My husband
says that each time Timmy looks into our eyes, you can see the gratitude and love. He
is one of those cats who lets every emotion show and I am totally smitten. I tell him
often that he is my angel and my unexpected blessing.

And so, it is with our little furry family. Timmy and Monroe have become good
buddies. Like human siblings, their occasional squabbles occur when they both want
the same toy. That is easily remedied by showing them that there are duplicates and
that they each can have one. Max, our other male does not like him but we are working
on that and our two females Lacey and Little just ignore him.

As their mom, I love each and every one of them and try my best not to have
favorites, but I have to admit that these two orange boys just have my heart. My mom
was right about them being different. There is just something special about a ginger
cat.

~-© 2025- Deb Heatherly is a designer for Creative Grids® rulers and the anthor of eight
popular pattern books. Creative Grids® fans are invited 1o join her Facebook group, Grids
Girls, for tips and inspiration and two free mysteries each year. https:/ [ wwmw.facebook.com/
groups/ 770429649800457 /.

by Deb Heatherly

Shop Owners are invited to join her group just for you, “Grids Girls for Quilt Shop Owners
Only” hitps:/ | wwmw.facebook.com/ groups/ 273593657256524.

Visit Deb’s website at wiww.Debscatsnquilts.com.

Can You Find This Ad?

Pictured in the magnifying glass is a
small portion of one of our ads.

Can you find the ad that it came from?

")
"N

The Florida Register

If you can, just fill in the form PO Box 2419

below and send it to us at:

Cumming, GA 30028
Advertiser’s Name Page #:
My Name
Address
Telephone

Yes! There is a prize for one of the correct entries.
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DeLand, Deltona

Piecing Life Together

Word of the Year — Accept

I have never been much for making New Year’s resolutions. I have tried different
things over the years. Setting goals I would like to accomplish has been one. Over the
past few years, I have settled on choosing a word of the year. One word that will color
my decisions and choices as I move through the year. “Patience” one year and “Change”
another were successful standouts. For 2025, I have selected “Accept”. This word just
popped into my head, with I believe, good reason.

The recently concluded year has been a bit of a challenge for me. After spending
most of my adult life in the “Look, Mom, no cavities!” camp, my January 2024 checkup
had me embarking on a year’s worth of dental work including an implant and several
crowns. It was hard for me to accept. After a hearing test in my 40s, the audiologist
told me I had close to “super hearing.” That became my personal belief about myself.
A hearing test in 2024 found hearing loss necessitating the addition of hearing aids to
my daily wardrobe. Finally, in October, I fell victim to a nasty virus. Feeling poorly for
weeks, I've been left with lingering joint pains. It was hard for me to accept that this
might just be me now.

When my oldest daughter visits from out of state we gather nightly as a family for
dinner. I’ve always been the chef, preparing the menus and meals every night. I’ve
noticed that she has started to take over a meal or two during each of her visits, kindly
reminding me that I’'m doing a lot of cooking for holiday meals and deserve a break. I
think it’s a way of letting me know I’m getting older and may not be as capable as I've
always thought myself to be. While I appreciate her thoughtfulness and a break from
meal preparation, for part of me it is hard to accept.

This sounds like a pity party. When I talk to friends and hear their woes, I feel very
blessed. I am still able to work, get my daily steps in and enjoy sewing and stitching.
Some of my friends have not been so lucky.

Why do I sound like I’'m singing a version of “Woe is Mer”” Because all these changes,
coming so quickly, have been hard for me to accept. My self-image has always been
one of a confident, capable person. One who does not need to ask for help. One who
is in total control of herself and her surroundings. Thinking that I may no longer be
that person is hard for me to accept.

For 2025, I will work on being able to accept who I am now. I will be honest with
myself about my limits and make allowances for the fact that I am aging; I will celebrate
those things that I can do and let go of those things I can’t. Let’s check in at the end of
2025 and see how I did!

by Barbara Polston

-© Barbara Polston, October 2024. Barbara is the anthor of Quilting with Doilies: Inspira-
tion, Techniques, and Projects (Schiffer Press, 2015) and a series of children’s books inviting
young children to share in The Adventures of Puppy Brian (www.puppybrian.com). Barbara
leves in Tucson, Arizona where she has failed at retirement, but is getting more time for sewing
in a variety of forms. Contact Barbara at barbarapolstonguilter@gmail.com.

Carol’s
SHOP

wilt

JANOME

Clothworks

FABRICS + SUPPLIES

Reliability by Design

Quality Fabrics, Patterns,
Books, Notions, Tools & More!

Sewing Machine Servicing and Quilting
Services are also available.

We are proud to carry a selection
of Moda Fabrics Quilting Cottons and
American Made Brand Solids by Clothworks.

Justin Square
840 Deltona Blvd, Suite S
Deltona, FL 32725 y

386-359-4233
www.carolsquiltshop.com

Mon 10-12:30
Tues-Fri 10-5
Sat 10-3

Quality Quilting Fabrics

(over 20 yrs. experience)
Handi Quilter Technician

NEW LOCATION!

Deland, FL 32720

O CEANS
0’5/%‘1/06@05

Computerized & Custom Longarm Services
Bernina Certified In-House Machine Repairs

BERNINA

1250 State Rd. 15A Suite 4 & 5

DeLancd’'s ONLY
Quilt Shop &
Sewing Store!

Check Class Schedule &
Shop Online Anytime at
www.OceansofThread.com

VISIT OUR
NEW
LOCATION!

v Handi
1€ Quilter

Tues-Thur 10-5; Fri-Sat 10-3
386-337-5528

made to creale
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.SEWING.NET

Come See Us For All Your Sewing, Embroidery,
Quilting & Serging Needs!!
- - = w7 Y@ @ L
( The Most CmnplgteS‘ewing Store ‘lnEFlorida! )
( Family Owned For 50+ Vears We Price Matchl* ]

et

baby Iock
fOR THE LOVE OF SEWINGC

il | s I -
whiE [ ™

« New & Pre-Owned Machines

« Machine Lessons W/ All Machine Purchases

« Sewing Cabinets

« Authorized Babylock, Brother, Janome
& Juki Service Center

« Classes: (Sewing, Fashion, Quilting,
Embroidery & More!)

« Thousands of bolts
of fabric!

« Thousands of notions! |

e Friendly &
Knowledgeable Staff

T=SSEWING
. STUDIO

FABRIC SUPERSTORE

~—f Orlando: (407) 831-6488

9605 S US HWY 17/92 MAITLAND, FL 32751
MON. - FRL. 9AM - 7PM | SAT. 9AM - 5PM | SUN. CLOSED

QB Lady Lake: (352) 753-0219

918 BICHARA BLVD LADY LAKE, FL 32159
MON. - SAT. 9AM - 5PM | SUN. CLOSED
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~,  MARCH 21-APRILS

Receive a Notion at EACEH scorel i

PRIZES: $75 and $50 Shopping Sprees!

: R Rt it R S
Visit ALL7 = NanasQuiltShop = T~_9
N ¢ ] 18851 Cortez Blvd « Brooksville |

PartiCipating %  L 352706001

L / www.nanasquiltshop.com

732 5. US Hwy 441 « Lady Lake = 918 Bichara Blvd. * Lady Lake

e

The Sewing Studio Fabric = Sew-MmlThlngS
Superstore: e R e R

TR Hucy I e Modlang s abigens

407-831-6488

i i &2\ www.sewminithings.com 7\
www.sewing.nef = _ RO G AR R R S SRR

Beyond Ihestiches . 6917 Round Lake Rd » Mount]

979 N. Suncoqsf'B’Ivd;..;fj‘; fite Dora oo

Airport Plaza, Crysfql Rlver R
352-794-3289 N

Passports co‘s*c $7 pridr'to start IOF':Shop Hd_p,’ $10,d'urih'vg" S_hc})-p”Hcf)'p,_f_ :
- Only 1 passport per person. + Passports are non-refundable. =
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Participants must be 9 yearsoldorolder.

Must have stamp from all storesto =
be in Grand Prize Drawings. |
- Winners have 30 days from the
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velties
Tuesdays: 9:15 am to 1 pm K ffeéjrzjs tt

Thursdays: 12:30 pm to 5:30 pm
Saturdays: 9 am to 3 pm
Other Hours by Appomtment

. Stonehe;tge:i

534 ‘q Plenty of
i Parking:

room for
trucks,

» trailers

ins Fab i sl«ow with
ery Monday and. Friday
. Also on YOUTUBE at

ﬁ TWlM Chamxel

QuiltedTwins.com * Over 250 Free Patterns on the website
Becky’s Quilts & Designs * Rachael’s Deals & Finds

Call or Text (352) 507-8458 to schedule your group’s outing.

13829 US Hwy 98 Bypass * Dade City, FL 33525 ° Just 25 miles north of Tampa
Facebook Group: Quilted Twins — Scrap Quilting and More with Becky
Facebook Page: Quilted Twins — Fabric Deals with Rachael
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Clermont, Dade City, Lakeland

RP Funding Center _
Lakeland, FL i
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Visit our
updated
Needlework
Charity Room

« Carolyn's
' FRAME-UP

& NEEDLEWORK SHOP
fiee Matting & Framig
At Cross Stiteh & /Vee/é/a/)(t

2052 E Edgewood Dr.. 863-583-4974 Shop
Lakeland, FL 33803 863-450-9399 Cell

iy Olessiori Maww Pardewitio Afticaw Uiolets
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Hours:
Mon-Fri 11am-5pm
Sat 1pm-5pm

18215 E. Apshawa Rd. ¢ Clermont, FL 34715
561-262-5597 « blh81 7aol.co

Touws

Long Arm Quilting « Edge-to-Edge ¢ Binding « Memory Quilts
Custom Quilts ¢ Labels ¢ Backing Preparation ¢ And more!

Competitive Pricing!

VERY Experienced!

Bernina Q 24 with
computerized Q Matic

10% OFF Longarm Quitting

Expires 4/30/25 New customers only

Professional Longarm Quilting Services and
Quilt Shop offering over 50 Wide Backs

16700 Bellamy Brothers Blvd. |

Dade City, FL 33523 ,
(off 175, exit 285 or 293) 352-523-4098 |

Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri 9-4 Wed 9-3 [l
F1 (closed 1st Wed)

NEW
QUILT SHOP
IN CLERMONT

662 E Hwy 50
BM 0(93/ Clermont, FL 34711
QUILT SHOP (352) 932-3226

www.BlackDogQuilt.com

Nestled in the corner
breezeway of the
Southlake (WinnDixie) Plaza

Tuesday - Friday 10am - 5pm
Saturday 10am - 3 pm

QUILTERSSELECT

QUILTERS ANONYMOUS

COME VISIT US OUT ON
THE FARM

9225 PINE ISLAND ROAD
CLERMONT, FL. 34711

OPEN TUESDAY THRU SATURDAY 9-3
CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

MODA, Wilmington, Riley Blake, Andover
We also carry 108" backing , thread, notions,
patterns and precuts!

352-267-6132
352-241-6768

= Visit Us During
. -All Florida Shop Hop
_ Mar & Apr of
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SINGER VIKING PFAFF

OVER 10K BOLTS OF FABRICS!
NOTIONS & PATTERNS
SEWING MACHINE SERVICE ~ CALL FOR WEEKLY SPECIAL
f
CLASSES & EVENTS U COLLECTION OF RARE
FABRICS IS CONTINUALLY
EXPANDING AND INCLUDES
IS\C;I 'AE _ HARD-TO-FIND OPTIONS.
w) [f] (O
FOLLOW US TO WATCH ALLYSONS LIVE
UNBOXING VIDEOS! @ 863-680-1325

% [ WAREHOUSE@TAMPABAY RRCOM
£),3030 N. FLORIDA AVE LAKELAND, F1 33805

PFAFF alriom
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Winter Haven

Your Quilting & Sewing Destination!

Heartfelt
Quilting &
sewing

eartfelt
! Cuiltine &
sewing

- Fabrics ¢ Classes
Books ¢ Patterns

Sewing Machines
Sales & Service

1120 6th St. SW
Winter Haven, FL

www.heartfeltquilting.com

. Longarm Quilting Machines

Visit Us During The All Florida
Shop Hop in March & April

n PATRICIA ROBERTS, OWNER

JANOME

a7 Handi
"”(((Quilter

863-299-3080

Tues - Sat 10am -4pm
Closed Sun & Mon

Ideas To Make A Great Quilt Show
Even Better - Tips for Success

by Judy Sharer

What do you expect to see when you go to a
quilt show? Great quilts, right? Of course, if
you’re a guild who wishes to sponsor a dynamic
show, here are some marketing ideas to consider.

Many quilt shows feature raffle quilts, an
inexpensive opportunity for a non-quilter to
own a handmade quilt while generating revenue for the host guild. Posters with specifics
about the show, ideally with a picture of the prize quilt displayed in local fabric and
quilt shops encourage early ticket sales and advertise the show months in advance.

To draw even more attendees, some guilds may offer a giveaway of quilt-related
items every half hour during the show. Advertising is crucial. Some quilters in the
community may not be aware of the guild and by attending may be enticed to join -
always a plus.

Another tactic to increase participation is to ask attendees to vote for their favorite
quilt and give a ribbon to the maker of that quilt or to the top three quilts that get the
most votes. What if you also printed on the back of the ballot a scavenger hunt to
find the maker’s name of the quilt that has the most pieces, the most varied fabrics,
the most colorful, the largest, or the quilt with the most triangles? Keep it limited to
four or five items so it can be completed easily and award a special prize to the hunter
drawn at the end of the show. The prize could be tickets for the raffle quilt or a refund
of their admission fee.

In addition to a raffle quilt, there are various ways to raise money to defray the
expense of the show. Members could donate handmade items like table runners,
placemats, coasters, and pillows to sell with proceeds going to the guild. Hold a basket
raffle with baskets full of quilt-related items. Invite local fabric and quilt shops to be
vendors and charge for table space. Quilters love to buy quilt-related supplies, patterns,
and fabric at quilt shows!

Remember the show is all day. Maybe provide a variety of desserts, coffee, and tea
to purchase and include an area where people can sit and relax. Better yet, go bigger
and feature soups or sandwiches. Possibly, a church group or firehall auxiliary might
be interested in providing a food service and sharing the profits.

A quilt show is an opportunity to show off the creations of dedicated quilters as
well as raise money so the guild can buy fabric for next year’s raffle quilt, sponsor a
field trip, or perhaps invite speakers to guild meetings. Innovative ideas to accomplish
these goals are rewarding to all.

As a quilter and author, I frequently participate as a vendor in quilt shows to showcase
and sign my historical romance book series which have a thread of quilting running in
the storyline. I’'ve seen many innovative, vibrant and exciting marketing ideas to keep
the great craft of quilting alive. Hopefully, this reflection will result profitably for your
quilt guild. Happy Quilting!

-© 2024 Judy Sharer. Judy is the author of A Plains 1.ife wholesome historical romance series
published by The Wild Rose Press. Settlers Life, Second Chance Life, Civil War Life, and
Love-Challenged 1ife are now available wherever online books and eBooks are sold. Judy’s
series have a thread of quilting that runs through the family saga story. Visit judysharer.com
for more details and watch for the release of her next true romance novel.

We’ve All Got Per-son-al-i-ty!

by Barbara Kalkis

It was during a long drive that I heard an old song called, “Personality” by Lloyd
Price. The catchy tune caught me, but it was the lyrics that held me. Like most
contemporary songs, it repeated the same lines again and again, making it easy for me
to sing along to it. Unlike contemporary songs it was completely upbeat. No sarcasm,
cynicism, sadness, or groveling. No, this is a song about a man rhapsodizing about his
love because of one quality, her personality.

What captivated me is that the singer never describes her physical appearance.
Listeners never learn the color of her hair or eyes, how she dresses or how seductive
she is. It is a love song purely about her character. Her “personality” is in the way she
walks, talks, smiles, charms (when was the last time you heard that word?) and loves.
And — bonus! — she’s got “a great big heart!”

Besides memorizing the words as I screeched along, the lyrics made me think about
the concept of personality. Over the past two years, I've traveled to many different
cities and states. In each trip the cities were vastly different in unexpected ways. They
were all in the United States but each city had its own cuisine, landscape, style and
culture. Viewed together, they exuded vastly different personalities.

Pittsburgh has an industrial vibe that captures its steel-making history, along with
vast numbers of bridges mapping its geographical location on three rivers. In Boston,
buildings flaunt a colonial architectural element. The street names, landmarks and
historical sites are constant reminders and tributes to its revolutionary spirit.

Tucson snuggles into its Sonoran Desert home with exotic cactus landscaping,
Puebloan architecture and a color palette of browns, oranges, golds and reds that
drench its searing sunrises and fiery sunsets. Across the state line, Palm Springs vibrates
with a fresh, energetic spirit through multitudes of namesake palms. Its architectural
style somehow captures both the stark lines of mid-20th century modernism and the
casual-cool personality of southern California at play.

These were all pleasant travel reflections that I could have put aside, except that I
couldn’t get that song out of my mind! I kept humming it at odd moments and was
doing so when I gathered the mail one day. The mail carrier had dropped several issues
of The Country Register in my mailbox. As I drifted through the pages of one issue
after another, the advertisements caught my eye. For some reason I realized that I was
looking at the personalities of the shop owners in their ads.

Almost without thinking I started to study the shop names. It seemed they fell into
personality types. Birds are popular sources for names: like The Blue Crow, The Bird
Nest, Red Cardinal Quilting. Some choose animals, like Red Fox Yarns. Barn Door
Quilts and Prairie Point Junction exalt rural life. Others tell exactly what they do, like
Loving Stitches, Compass Star Quilts, Cactus Quilting, The Sewing Room, Calico
House, Nuts and Bolts Fabric, The Copper Needle. (Names were chosen spontaneously
while writing this article).

Ilearned several things by getting attached to “Personality.” First, six years of voice
lessons was not one of my better investments. Second, we can groom, change and
refine our personality — just like cities. Third, we all have a personality style. Some folks
know theirs all their lives. Others reveal it purposely or accidentally, as in choosing a
business name. Some of us must think deeply about it. But it’s worth the time because
personality is like a secret ingredient to a gourmet dish. It flavors life in the most
charming ways!

-©Barbara Kalkis, 2025. Barbara writes, teaches and consults under the business name
Maestro Marketing & Public Relations. It was chosen as she watched the maestro conduct an
entire orchestra in perfect unison.
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Quilt Cotlage

ALL 44" Fabric $11 /yard - SR YV PR
All First Run Fabric Shop Hoppers

Moda, Northcott, — ) Tk t
QYT, Blank, Free Spirit, e ' L Ej4t
Michael Miller and more!

Over 2,000 Bolts in Stock!

2 Computerized
Handi-Quilters Providing
Long Arm Services

919-603-4680

Open Monday - Saturday 9-4
1222 Josephine Ct., * Sebring, FL 33875

We accept Checks, Cash & Zelle

Find uson @
Meg’s Custom Quilting
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Brooksville, Plant City

Terilamdem  Nap%g  27eou | Springing Ahead Without Falling Back

Sat 10am-3pm

by Wayne M. Bosman

I have not been able to write much lately. Life does that sometimes. The holidays
grab my attention, and then after the New Year begins, I get to breathe out again. I

18851 Cortez Blvd ® Brooksville, FL 34601 figure out where I am and what I might have to say.
This year, life has added even more complications. Shortly after New Year’s, my 40-
Authorized Brother Dealer ® Authorized Brother Service Center year-old daughter went into the hospital for more chemotherapy, a last-ditch attempt
Authorized A_PQS Dealer against the cancer she had battled for the last year and a half. The latest obstacle was a
Super low prices on all Brother Sewing & Embroidery Machines bout of pneumonia that had to be treated before any other treatment could take place.
Over 2000 Bolts of 100% Cotton Fabrics, Patterns, It was the beginning of a downward spiral that ended a week ago.

As difficult as all of this has been, I know that I am not the first or only one to deal
with a loved one’s premature death. My wife, Kerri, and I have been watching my
daughter’s fitful decline since she received the official diagnosis. We moved to our

Books, Notions & much more
¢ Check out our website for classes & events: www.nanasquiltshop.com

* Long-Arm quilting service on-site current home to be able to take care of things for her and her husband and their
Visit us durine the All FL Shop Hop children™--doing all of the little things that still needed to occur. Being available to
and the Notions in Motion Sb;p H;I) pick up her children from school, shopping and preparing meals suitable for her family

provided her with some relief knowing that they still were getting what they needed

SPRIN G F LING S ALE when she could no longer do the things that she loved to do as a wife and mother. As

the cancer progressed and she was anchored more and more to the house, she was

30% OFF STOREWIDE always happy to get the little messages that we had picked up her son on time and what
March 28 (10_4) & 29 (10_3) we were cooking for supper.

e Now that momentum, which had become the central focus of our lives, has come
(Excludes Machines ervzces) to a halt. Life is demanding a new momentum. Life always does. We are all still grieving

"0'1 ALl "j i and will be for a long time, but children need meals. The Marine Corps has gone above
O ‘\‘ bt dden ‘4 4 and beyond in providing leave for her husband, but ultimately, he will go back to his
‘ e 4" ,” . B Eye full-time duties. Kerri and I will settle into the new momentum life demand of us.

That brings me to the theme of this article. While we are still mired in the middle of
winter with remnants of last week’s snow on the ground, it is clear that it will not
always be that way. As the snow melts and we look out the back window at the garden
space, our thoughts are already turning toward the next stage. Last year’s garden was
one of our most productive ever, and we are starting to dream of an even better one
this year. Seed catalogs are arriving. Plans for starting seedlings indoors are pushing
their way to the forefront of our minds.

Of course, some of this is what you might call a defense mechanism. Focus on
growth and new life, so the sorrows from what is lost forever don’t drag us under.
Naturally. There is too much about the end of life that we can’t comprehend. To me,
the greatest act of faith is to continue to live--to plant seeds that I may or may not ever
get to harvest. My mother is 104 years old now. If you ever want to get her talking, ask
about her garden and all of the gardens she has tended over the years. Ask her about
her mother’s garden, and the bounty it produced that got her family and many neighbors
through the Great Depression.

It won’t be long now before the first signs of spring arrive--the silly daffodils that
always seem to bloom between snowstorms. Time for me to spring ahead and not fall
back.

-© 2024 Wayne M. Bosman is a retired anto mechanic living in Cape Carteret, NC. His
email is whosman1@gmail.con.
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(Conveniently located near the Suncoast Parkway and S. R 54)
M-F 10-6 SAT. 10-5 - 813-749-0888 - www.scrapandsew.com

Quality Quilt Shop Fabrics
Notions & Patterns

Software Training
Online Store

#1 Dealership in Southern US!
Sewing Machine Sales & Service

PFAFF

Perfection starts here."

HOKN e

ﬁ/ %V/M/_/ _,z_‘/

Join Us For The
ALL FLORIDA SHOP HOP

throughout March and April

We are participating in the
Shop Hop and are sponsoring
a state grand prize of a
Pfaff Ambition 61 0

(NI PFAFF - See
.O.

Made in USA

Featuring
Creative Ilcon 2 and
Designer Epic 3

Your creative icon™ 2 is now available.

Open Shop Hop
Sunday Hours
Mar 9 and Apr 13
from 11am-4pm

Repair Service Available on Most Machine Brands!

PFAFF and Viking Certified Technician. Call for appt. today!
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g

machines, mySewnet

subscriptions, or software) Ambition
s . 635

i ap alf i

| Present this | e
i Coupon and Save T P
i IO% OFF i expressio
. ENTIRE

 PURCHAGE!
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Palmetto, St. Petersburg, Tampa

Proudly Serving our
Diverse Creative
Community for

10 Years!

SHOP HOP
Florida Shop Hop 2025
Participating Shop
Fabrics for Quilters,
Sewists and Crafters!

Professional Service with a Smile!

* 6798 Crosswinds Drive N., Suite C101

St. Petersburg, FL 33710
Easy access from I-275, Exit for 22 Ave. N. & go west, one block S. of Tyrone Mall

Also shop online - etsy.com/shop/fabricsmart

727-914-8850

Mon-Sat, 10 am to 5 pm | Sun, Noon to 5 pm

Large Kimberbell Selection!

uilters

Authorized Sales & Service of
Haven & More
When Youre Ready for the Best”

Husqvarna Viking
Sewing Machines & Sergers

LIZ IS RETIRING! Participating
Contact Liz if interested inthe
in buying the shop. I FL Shop Ho
Shoppers check Facebook &

Instagram for the current specials!

Facebook: quiltershavenllc. Instagram: quilters_haven_llc
925 10* St. E (US Hwy 301) * Palmetto, FL 34221

Across from John Deere Tractors, south side of road in Colonial Center.

! \ www.quiltershavenanmore.com
3,000+ Bolts of Fabric Closed Sun-Mon; Tues-Sat 10-3 ¢ 941-729-0511

keep me in stitches

community | service | quality

» Machines ¢ Classes
o Fabric » Notions ¢ Service

_______

ALL FLORIDA

SHOP HOP
MARCH - APRIL '}

/’__(Q/\__—\

l'Use this coupon
' for 20% off

I
I
[
I
I
|

Keep Me In Stitches
4504 W. Kennedy Blvd,
Tampa Fl. 33609
813-282-1526

www.kmisinc.com

Open
Tuesday -Saturday
10am -4pm

Closed Sunday and
Monday

Free Pattern

For more fun and creative inspiration visit:

www.JacquelynneSteves.com

Free Embroidery Pattern — May not be sold or used for commercial purposes. Use this pattern
for embroidery, wool applique, punch needle or rug hooking, painted projects or whatever your
imagination can dream up! Reduce or enlarge pattern as desired.

\. J

Life on My Farm - Breezy Manor
Steadfast in Changing Times

I'm writing about spring with ice and snow still on the
ground--giving way to mid-winter thaw. Hard to guess
what this illusive spring will bring but March in Indiana
is a crap shoot. This farmeress is longing for a cool moist
calm weather window but my 75-year-old bones yearn
for 70 degrees and sun filled days.

Mom never took the flannel sheets off the beds and
put away our long johns until at least mid-April. I can
remember tugging up long underwear beneath my Easter
dress several times.

January went by far too fast. With the very bitter ™
temperatures I spent too much energy keeping body and
spirit together, water thawed, firewood carried, barn
tightening against strong winds. Had planned to weave on the two looms in the kitchen
but I needed to close off all but two rooms due to the cold. And I can't get my hands
to work at weaving when it's 48 degrees. Even changed to making Dutch oven salt
rising bread as yeast won't raise when it's that cold.

I pursued other fiber activities. knitting, spinning, rug hooking, dyed some locks on
the woodstove. Slept most nights in my chair. Us old gals are tough.

Sitting here in my old Windsor chair surrounded by spinning wheels, I look up at
cob webs on the ceiling, They will stay 12 feet up until spring cleaning, Mom taught me
that spider webs would stop blood flow if needed, just in case.

The deep snow did allow some cleaning. Snow is the best way to clean wool rugs and
sweaters. A snow bath leaves them clean, soft and smelling fresh.

Early spring is always a good time to clean out, recycle, share things you no longer
need or use. Many of my fiber friends have been hard at it. I'm more of a reorganizer,
most farmeresses are. What if I need that very thing in 5 years? I can't just toss old
clothes. Buttons, zippers are saved for one day. The cloth is cut up to weave rag rugs.
One mess feeds another.

Needing to weed out my old spices, I just couldn't throw them out. So made some
dyepots with oregano, rosemary and turmeric. I will dye with most anything,

The internet/ technology and I are still feuding. The new phone is a beast. But I
have found some homesteading and sheep groups out there. It's neat that some young
people are wanting to embrace a simple agrarian life. In the nick of time, I had almost
given up hope.

I heard someone say the other day that one of the reasons a woman's childbeating
time was limited was so she could become a grandmother and impart her wisdom. I
know I certainly learned a great deal from my grands, they had the time and the want
to teach. I wasn't done learning when they all passed.

Sadly, my grandkids don't seem to want my knowledge or family history. They had
better get their stuff together soon. Before I'm gone. I'm the elder in the family, the
keeper of history and secrets. And I know some neat stuff!

In my realm I treasure old ways, knowledge, tools, furniture. And calm, quiet. Listening
to sounds now I realize they are just sounds--complaining, selling, influencing.
Constantly. I'm thankful we didn't have a TV until I was in the 5th grade and it wasn't
turned on often.

I'heard the voices of parents, aunts, uncles, cousins, grands, nature and farm animals.
I heard the stillness of sunrise and the night music.

It saddens me to think of what sounds kids listen to now.

In my loom house, no electricity, sitting in the middle of the sheep pasture, I work
with the sounds of sheep, birds, rhythm of loom and spinning wheel. Peace and
contentment, touched by my ancestors. Good work, hard work.

With the new season, new adventures and promises, let's try to take a step back.
Listen to the little sounds, be at peace, love. Plant a garden, maybe a rose bush.

No recipe this time, but garden tips instead.

by Donna Jo Copeland, farmeress

-© 2024 - Donna Jo Copeland writes from her farm, Breezy Manor, Mooresville, Indiana
where she tends her flock and creates art from the wool. Being the 14th generation of farm
owner/ operator, Donna Jo brings alive the struggles of farm life.

r-- - - T T T e e Y

reezy Manor Recipe for Gardening
Donna Jo’s Garden Tips

* Take plastic feed sacks (pet or livestock), fill with barn leavings, punch a few
holes in the bottom. Plant potatoes, easy and easy to harvest. I have grown

* In sturdy cardboard boxes, fill with barn leavings, plant beans. Easy care

* And if you don't have access to barn cleanings, come down, bring your bags,
take all you want!

*Submitted by Donna Jo Copeland, Farmeress at Breezy Manor Farm. (Original recipe from
the 1889 Sundance Gazette in Wyoming.)

I |
I I
I I
I I
I I
| tomatoes this way too, tieing the bags to the fence. |
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
U See her article in this edition Jfor what’s happening on ber farm. I
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Englewood, Port Charlotte, Rotonda West

Searsport Rug Hooking

Classes, Events & Supplies for Rug Hooking, Applique and Penny Rug work

* 1000’s of Yards of Wool

* Crane Designs & Karen Yaffee
Design all newest designs in stock

* 100’s of Kits for Applique & Stitchers

* Flannels that look like Wool!

* Largest Rug Hooking,
Applique & Punching
Supplies in Southern USA!

* Largest Supply of Valdani
Threads in FL!

Searsport Rug Hooking is MOVING!

The Florida location will close May 3!l

We'll be opening in Irmo, SC (near Columbia)
late summer or early fall.

- Watch Facebook
for updates!

WEBSITE is
ALWAYS
OPEN!

You can
shop our website
anytimel!

31 Chailett Road ¢ Suites 1 & 2 & 3
Rotonda West, FL « 941-828-1799

Tuesday-Friday 10am-5pm
www.searsporirughooking.com

Cleaning My Ears: The Hearing
Method That Changed My Life

Reflections on the Passing of my Father
by Kathy |J. Stotak

My father passed away this past year, marking a
new chapter: both parents are now ancestors,
whispering their wisdoms through the ethers instead
of the phone line. I still feel them though, guiding
me along my own yellow brick road with their hands
gently on my shoulder.

If you are in this category too you know that the
first holiday season is like no other. It is emptier.
There is a deep wanting filling your space. It is just
not the same as it was.

Amidst my sadness, I’'m thankful that I received
full peace on my father’s life while he was still alive.
There are no lingering regrets or mysteries to solve.

It wasn’t always like that though. It took me most
of my life to figure out my dad. He was a farmer and rancher, therefore worked from
sun-up to sun-down. Because of his hard work ethic our primary conversations were
at supper time. And those conversations were pretty lame, like “How was school?”
“What gas mileage are you getting?”” or “Let’s play a game of cards.”

I wanted to have rich conversations with him like I did with my mother. We could
talk for hours and we were a lot alike. She was a writer, and I am now a writer. She was
a photographer, and I am now a photographer. She found joy and curiosity all around
her. For example, my mother brought me into her world of noticing wild baby’s breath
growing in the prairie ditches, or watching the tiniest of spiders weaving their home in
the corner window. Most impressive, she could notice a hurting heart from friends
and strangers alike, then did her best to share compassion and peace to brighten their
spirit.

Naturally, when my mother died 21 years ago, I wanted to communicate with my
dad just like I did with mom. I just could not figure out how to communicate with him
though.

A few years ago, it dawned on me. He had been communicating this whole time —
but I wasn’t listening. You see, he did not communicate like my mother. He spoke in
his own way: not through his words — he communicated through his actions.

I started watching his actions instead of his words, and a whole new relationship
opened up. I listened as he loved unconditionally. I watched as he forgave those who
hurt him. I saw how he let the little things go — all of them. Yes, he shook his head at
some of us sometimes, but he never said a word in judgment. He knew it was our life’s
choices, and instead likely said a quiet little prayer. Above all of this, I watched as he
gave thanks to God and Jesus throughout his life.

I rewound time even further to look back on his life with these new ears of mine.
Despite working farmer and rancher hours, he ended early some days when it came to
service work. He was an elder of his church, serving a vital role in the spiritual health
of the community. He volunteered in many non-profit organizations and local services,
such as being a volunteer fire fighter. My dad would always help others when it was the
right thing to do and he had the means to do it.

Now that he is gone, I heard his wisdom loud and clear: every day God is expressing
itself through our hands and heart.

We have no choice but to reflect on our own lives: how are our actions imprinting
our legacy?

How about we simply give gratitude for what we’re already expressing through our
hands and heart. Also, who do we have a hard time hearing today in our life? Let’s take
these expanded ears to them and I bet we will hear clear as a bell.

-© Kathy J. Stotak Need another lift? Check out 60+ other stories at https://
2minutelift.com/

QIR
CEDAR VALLEY CRAFTS
Handmade with Heart

Your only local [
« Large Selection of Fabric, One-Stop Quilt <

u& Notions & Patterns and Fabric Shop ?;?
9« Professional Quilt Finishing in SW Florida .

'/ - Cross-Stitch & Embroidery Kits  Visit us during the /

A/z . Sulli'vans F.loss All Florida \ |
'% « Amish Quilts Shop HOP <
g « Handmade Gifts March 1 - April 3 ONQ
-2 232 N. Indiana Ave.  Englewood, FL _ &
by Tues-Fri:10 - 6 Sat:10 - 3 QN
941-681-2313 \%\N

www.cedarvalleycrafts.biz 3
' . cedarvalleycraftsFL@gmail.com 3§
= ¥

Rp
y Favxorufe Sewing Store !
PFAFF

B Husqgvarna VIKING
Perfection starts here.”

1109 Tamiami Trail
Port Charlotte, Florida 33953
941.235.3555 « www.CharlotteSewingStudio.com

Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30am to 5pm & Sat 9:30am to 3pm

Charlotte Sewing Studio is proud to be a
Singer, Pfaff, BERNINA and Husqvarna Viking
dealer offering machine sales & service.

+ Large selection of sewing accessories, notions, quilting
and garment fabric. Over 2000 bolts of fabric in stock.

« Certified service center, with experienced technicians
who work on all makes & models.

- Offering extensive guide classes, along with creative
project classes.

« Large variety of classes, taught by outstanding education
specialists, that are designed to be informative, fun and easy!

+ We share tips that will increase your sewing success, along with
helpful hints and suggestions to spark your creativity!

SN

BERNINA

madle o creale

Fabric by Moda, Hoffman, Benartex, Timeless Treasures,
Andover, Island Batik, South Sea Imports & More

Sewing Notions & Clubs

Classes: Sewing, Quilting, Machines, Specialty, Software,
Garment Construction and others

Sewing Machine Repairs by
Service Appointments

Thank you for voting us The Best
Sewing Stuwdio i Charlotte County!
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U_ Baked Bean Casserole
Courtesy of Hazel Thomas, From The Country
Register of Michigan
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*1 pound ground chuck

*14 pound bacon, cut up

*1 cup chopped onion

*1 cup chopped celery

*1 can pork and beans (large)
*1 can baby lima beans, drained

*1 can kidney beans
* cup catsup

*15 cup white sugar
*15 cup brown sugar

*1 teaspoon salt
*1 teaspoon mustard
*2 teaspoons vinegar

Directions:

Brown ground chuck, bacon, onion, and celery. Drain off fat and set aside. Mix pork and
beans, lima beans and kidney beans together. Add catsup, white sugar and brown sugar
and mix. Mix salt, mustard and vinegar and add to above mixture. Bake at 350 degrees for
1 hour.
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—. It has taken me some time to

S\realize that buying quilt supplies
Jand actually using them are 2
separate hobbies.”
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Cape Coral, Labelle, Punta Gorda

KR White Dais

Fabric | Notions | Kits | Classes | Tours
941-347-8189 Visit Us During

thewhitedaisyquiltshop.com All Florida Shop Hop
Mon-Fri 10-5 | Sat 9-3 March & April

Towles Plaza | 2705 Tamiami Trail | Punta Gorda, FL 33950

Ask during your visit or check our website for class
schedules, events and to sign up for our newsletter!

¢ Triends, -
Kay®

Fabnic <
Quilt Shop ()

and Fun!

“1 QUILT FOREVER!
f We’re now your APQS Dealer! b 4
: Stop in to see these amazing machines. Become certified .
i to rent one of our machines through our classes. ﬁ
Quilt your own pieces or have us longarm for you!
- We sell and service the APQS longarm machine. ‘
Fabrics » Batting * Notions * Sew-cial events 0

q Classes (schedule on website) « www.kaysquiltshop.com

€ We've Moved - Come Visit Owv New Location! .
=0 2366 Surfside Blvd. Unit C-107 « Cape Coral, FL 33991
. 239-337-5297 + Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 10-4 Thurs 10-8 Sat 10-3 .

3810 Fort Denaud Road,
Labelle, FL 33935

Quilser's
Geraway

An all inclusive retreat
for max 6 quilters

Designer, Teacher
and Author

Creator of Shortcut
Sheet Methods

e~ e |

On the road for the
All Florida Shop

Hop?

Breakfast

March and April 2025 only

Store Hours: By appointment
kitsbycarla.com ¢ 802-377-0361

gg dPP

eSt.?atric%ys @ay
marcﬂ 17t/§

SWFL only Private Re-
treat House. Relax,

‘Quilting Retreat House

craft at your leisure
with your closest
friends.

Courtesy of Naples Scrappers
v P PP Owners Becky and Jerry

Crafting Space with twelve
ified M

tables/Chairs cert ?d asﬁsage

therapist available

Full Kitchen / Dining Room with advance

notice.
3 bedrooms/2 bath sleeps 12
Swim Spa/Hot Tub: Bring
suits and favorite beverages

Www.floridacraftretreat.com
Punta Gorda, FL

Ponds/Canal—Dbirds eye view Reservations:

Lots of amenities: cutting 361-739-8875
table, cuttlebug, ribbon,
Email:
paper and more
Jerry@floridacraftretreat.com

Building Harmony by Jef Cappis

Shopping and Other Adventures

Okay guys. Listen up. If you are the master of
shopping at your local hardware store, I'm with
you. We know where everything is, we know how
much it should cost and the brands we like. We’re
ready and organized for the self-checkout. We have
a route through the store. In and out quick with a
military precision and - done. Total efficiency. Yeah,

A7

i T
you’re good. Like your worthiness to be in this \‘\!!E!EE]FEHEA’? N
S LU G .

N U i

world depends on it.

Now, go shopping with your wife.

I went into town with my wife to go grocery
shopping and soon realized I have to start learning
how to shop all over again. She does a lot of the same things I do. She keeps lists, she
knows where everything is, she knows how much it should cost and the brands she
likes. But she has done a lot more research so I’'m learning to pay strict attention. I’'m
on her turf.

Grocery stores are a lot more chaotic. It’s a dog-eat-dog parking lot; the shopping
carts require change and everybody rushes around.

Inevitably she pulls out a list and sends me on missions around the store to find
things. There’s a lot of stuff in a grocery store. If 1 go off without knowing the
patticular brand/ size/ expiry date/ package dimensions/ grade/ and sales status, I’ll
have to walk back across the store to get the right one. Do you have any idea how
many kinds of beans there are? Sometimes I have to cross the store two or three
times. Note: A smart woman knows not to send her husband for hair color.

I run across other husbands wandering the aisles looking for stuff too. We’re lost
and we nervously joke with each other about the exercise we’re getting. One guy said
he’d rather be mowing the lawn or shingling the roof. Another said he’d rather be
playing 36 holes of golf. Easier.

Another rule is that the chances of her being where you think she is going to be
depends on how awkward the stuff is that you are carrying. I once had a couple big
jugs of cold milk, canned goods, potato chips and juggled them across the store only
to find she wasn’t there. Stressful.

Apparently standing in the middle of the store shouting her name is frowned upon
by everyone. Especially my wife. The staff wouldn’t let me use the intercom so my
next idea was to start doing concentric circles around the store perimeter. After 3 trips
around the store I went up and down the isles I thought she’d be at.

I finally found her in a totally different part of the store looking at pots and pans.
(Oh ya, turns out we often go off our shopping list for other things too). By then I'd
lost most of the potato chips, half the canned goods and my hands were frost bitten
from the milk jugs.

She put down the pan she was inspecting and said, “Where have you been? I’ve been
looking for you everywhere.” My left hand went numb from the cold milk jug and I
dropped it on my foot. Now I felt not only slow but clumsy too. Clean up on isle 36.

Aside from the getting of goods, there is also a certain etiquette to shopping. You
don’t pretend the shopping cart is a motorcycle and make engine noises while revving
the handle. Skidding the cart sideways around corners is dangerous and riding the
front like a hood ornament is just annoying. Also, one should abstain from trying to
juggle items like canned goods or eggs. Clean up on isle 21.

If I break any of these rules and I’ll get a stern look from my wife followed by a long
silence. I think that means she’s mad at me, but I’'m not sure. She won’t say.

The checkout is the next adventure. There is a long boring calm as you wait in line.
Here you get to read magazine covers as you pass the gum and impulse merchandise.
But when you get to the front of the line the cart must be immediately unloaded in a
timely and orderly fashion. The person at the till is faster than you are so don’t doddle
or the people behind you will start making noises.

At our store I have to bag our own groceries. It is important to know that eggs and
bread don’t go on the bottom (If you do that some people will rudely call you stupid)
and heavy stuff goes in the bag first. Cleaning supplies don’t go with the fruit. *Note:
Toothpaste, soap and shampoo are not considered cleaning supplies.

Now it’s time to make a clean get away. Out the door, get the dollar back from the
shopping cart, load the groceries in the trunk, cart goes back to the store and get out
of the parking lot as fast as possible without running down any other eldetly people.
The police will pull you over if you have one stuck in your grill.

Allin all, I have to say the experience is survivable but prepare to have your ego (and
possibly your marriage) damaged. Whenever possible, stick to shopping at the hardware
store. They understand us there.

-© Jeff Cappis 2025 jeappis@telus.net
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Jacksonville, Keystone Heights, Orange Park

BERNINA
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Quilt Shoppe
WWW.CINNAMONSQUILTS.COM

Serving our quilting community from
TWO great locations!

4220 Hood Road
Jacksonville, FL 32257
(904) 374-0532

Mon-Thu 10am-5pm
Fri-Sat T0am-4pm
Sun 12:30-4pm

8358 Point Meadows Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32256
(904) 519-7705

(formerly Paula's Fine Fabrics)

Mon-Sat T0am-5pm
CLOSED Sunday

CINNAMON'S OFFERS:

¢ QUILTING FABRIC e CLASSES

e GARMENT FABRIC e MACHINES

o WIDE BACKINGS e NOTIONS

* QUILTKITS * QUILTING

e WOOL e MACHINE SERVICE
e CROSS STITCH e AND MUCH MORE!

Follow us on social media for all the
latest arrivals and updates!

Y Maeci N
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North Florida’s Largest

Baby Lock Retailer!
« Authorized Repair Center

baby lock

FOR THE LOVE OF SEWING

Comfortin

Your Cup.
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-20% OFF ALL FABRIC!

- Sewing Furniture

* Repair & Service
on ALL Brands of Machines

N GGt
_
Over 500+ Degigns!

Certified Baby Lock & Brother Technicians on Staff
Authorized Dealer for: Baby Lock - OESD

Dealer Exclusive Shop: Kimberbell Designs

baby lock

FOR THE LOVE OF SEWING

sewing furnitur

'\T/

\49 KANGAROO!

1857 Wells Rd. - Orange Park, FL 32073 - 904-269-6911
info@calicostation.com - www.calicostation.com

Hours: Sunday 12-4 - Mon Closed - Tuesday - Saturday 10-5

Visit us
during the:
All Florida
Shop Hop

throughout
March & April

K/MBERBELL. O(2SD
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Daytona Beach, Edgewater, Holly Hill

o
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New Smyrnia Beach
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S ide —®
Se‘:'!w?:g1 & Quilts

Offering long arm services,

stock fabrics and notions

to make your quilt life _
more enjoyable. N

3693 S. US Hwy 1 « Edgewater, FL 32141
Tues-Fri 10-2

V.

nnnnnnnnnnnnn

B Seaside Quilts

Location

K The Sewing Govet AT

|||,<“““

thesewinggarret

Findus on @

We are all about knowing when it comes to sewing!

Visit our updated website! . .
Use code Register20 at checkout for * 30+ Years of Service in the'
20% OFF your ONLINE purchase! Greater Daytona Beach Area!

Visit Us During The All Florida * Service on Most Makes & Models
Shop Hop in March & April * Fabric, Software & Accessories

386-767-3545 + www.sewinggarret.com ¢ sales@sewinggarret.com

949 Beville Rd, Bldg B * Daytona Beach, FL 32119
Tues. - Thurs. 9-5:30 * Fri.9-5 ¢ Sat.9-2

Let Us Help You Grow Your Business!

Advertising in our unique statewide publication will put your ad into the hands of
readers who are looking for shops like yours! We can bring you new customers.

Extras - on our website, we feature your shop § website and your future events plus a web
version of paper with clickable links. We also post on our facebook page featuring your shop!

FREE: Color & Ad Design

tes & Info at www.TheRegisterWeb.com\ |

The Sew 'N Quilt Co.
We ane Your Authorized Oealen forv

HHusqvarna baby lock

FOR THE LOVE OF SEWING

PFAFF © SINGER

Perfection starts here."

El

ELEVATE YOUR CREATIVITY

classic sewing fu

rniture

KANGAROCO

sewing furniture

1585 N. Nova Rd
Holly Hill, FL 32117

Less than 4 miles off I-95 « Quilters’ Bus Tours Welcomed

Mon-Fri 10-5 - Sat 10-3

386-310-7070
SHOP ONLINE ANYTIME AT r@ n

www.thesewnquiltco.com

G[h]@ W@[PC‘EFQ © 2025 Jennifer Lopez

(T JUST FINISHED MAKING You
AN ENTIRE WALL OF CUBICLES
FOR FABRIC! THAT'S 112 CUBIC
FEET OF STORAGE, BABY!

e
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1 L BUT WHERE S
o WILL THE REST
< OF IT 607 . |
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www.bytheyardcomics.com

3,700 sq. ft. filled with
3,100+ Bolts of Quality Fabric!

e Kimberbell/OESD Certified Store
e Long Arm Machine Quilting Services
e Beautiful Selection of Batiks ¢ Classes

ALL FLORIDA N
SHOP HOP ¥

Stop in during th

All Florida
Shop Hop
March & April

\ S

The NEW Baby Lock
Radiance Machine is here!

When you buy a machine from us you always
get FREE lessons on the machine features!
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Melbourne, Sebastian and Online
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[ < A's Lovin’ Ewe
/ It Might As Well Be Spring

By Aun Manie Stewant

Springing forward is a challenge. I love lighter and longer evenings but don’t relish
dark and cold early mornings. This year Daylight Savings falls on March 9th and
Spring begins on March 20 (hopefully), and Easter follows on April 20.

On Daylight Savings Sunday, we scramble to get ready for church with an hour
less time and the inevitable question, “Is it Spring back and Fall forward or Spring
forward and Fall back?” Our clocks are all different. Which ones have been changed?
What time is it really?

When my girls were younger and evening arrived, they couldn’t believe they had
to go to bed. “It’s too early!” The next morning came too early, too, and they couldn’t
believe they had to get up in the dark. By Wednesday, they were still missing the
school bus.

This meant another embarrassing encounter dropping them off at the school’s Kiss
and Go. Though my youngest daughter threw my jeans jacket over me, there was no
hiding the fact that I was not properly attired. The principal opened the car door and
called out, “Why Hello Christine and Julia!” My response wasn’t quite as cheery,
“Why is it always YOU when I’'m wearing my pajamas?!!!” It seemed like my kids
were running away from the car without kissing me goodbye.

The change in temperature also creates other challenges. Is it “In like a Lion and
out like a Lamb?” Or the reverse? If I flip my clothes from winter to spring, then the
weather goes back to a wintry mix weather watch with forecasts in the 40’s. It leaves
us wondering if the upcoming Spring Break will be a break for Spring!

Spring also means “In Like a Lamb” and our flock of sheep change clothes as well.
There are many reasons to remove a ewe’s wintry coat a few weeks prior to lambing.
One reason is that the pregnant ewe will go to the barn to deliver. In addition, she’ll
be more in tune to the needs of her newborn lamb who is also missing a thick wooly
layer of protection. I sympathize with our wooly girls, for without their fleece they
look like a flock of goats shivering in the wintry air.

With March and April’s unpredictable weather, I can’t figure out if its time to savor
one more fireside evening with hot chocolate, popcorn, and a good book, or time for
throwing open the windows and beginning spring cleaning. Do I want more cozy
times with the family inside or is it time to break out into the freedom of outdoor
family fun?

Although the weather and sunlight is unseasonable, thankfully, the calendar itself
remains predictable. I like flipping to a new page to see what’s coming up. I enjoy a
new day, a new season of the year, a new season of life. And no matter if the weather
is “in like a lion” the lambs will soon arrive and skip across the fields. Maybe then
we’ll be assured that, as the Rodgers and Hammerstein song goes, “It might as well
be spring.”

© 2025 Ann Marie Stewart “Stars in the Grass” won best debut novel in the Christys, a great
spring/summer read.
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Specializing in Island Inspired
Quilting & Craft Supplies Since 1973

Exctutively Tiopieat Themod!

"\ /p.v..  FabricbytheYard, . - . ONLINE
i iﬂd‘u : Quilting Kits, T ;H E
teoxs V@ 7~=~===" Local Cross Stitch, - .-:'.‘, —
Beads, Craft Supplies ‘%ﬁg -8
| &

Info@ThreeCraftyLadies.com (941) 882-0212 E’h- =
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Everything’s Coming Up—Crocuses!

I love spring bulbs! Out of the many flowers I have planted by Janet der

over the years, crocuses and daffodils are the most enduring. 1
can hardly wait to see our purple and yellow hyacinths blooming;
Sadly, our tulips have not survived the squirrels” descent upon
them.

Whatis especially fun is that my “spring flower bed” is located
right next to our house in a very sunny spot. In January, the
daffodils and crocuses shoot their green tips through a frozen
carth. Snow doesn’t seem to stop their daring rise above ground.

This has been a most encouraging spot in our yard, for when e
all looks bleak and dead, the daffodils remain undefeated year after year. Surprlsmgly
our crocuses somechow have become scattered all about our front lawn. I know I
didn’t plant the bulbs in the middle of the lawn. Who moved them? Only the squirrels
know for sure.

Last year I counted 32 lavender crocus flowers blooming among the grass. I know
I originally planted yellow and white crocuses too but I guess they taste better? because
they have disappeared. It has been kind of fun to see where the flowers pop up.

With spring coming, maybe I will get busy like the squirrels. I'll sew some new
flowered hot mats or cloth napkins. Or I could create a new wall hanging for the front
door. It’s time to finish up the larger quilting projects before our two spare bedrooms
need to become space for summer visitors. The bedroom I sew in is not air conditioned
which makes for uncomfortable quilting days in the summer.

I just finished an orange and yellow quilt top that needs quilting. Our quilt guild
sews Comfort Quilts for The Hole in the Wall Gang Summer Camp in CT. The last
collection day for quilts is in May. I have two other quilts in process besides the
orange one to finish by then.

I thought the lavender quilt I’'m working on would be easy. However, I bought the
fabric two years ago and didn’t realize there wouldn’t be enough for the pattern 1
chose until after I cut it out. I will have to improvise something.

Isn’t that what we all do with life—we improvise? Yes, the squirrels may have changed
my garden design but it’s still beautiful. My quilt will still make some little girl happy
with whatever pattern I improvise.

What projects are you working on? What are your plans this spring? Even if they
have to be changed around a bit, I hope that you find some colorful ways to make your
days brighter.

- © Janet M. Bair of Ansonia, C1. You may contact her at librarybain@botmail.com
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ALL FLORIDA §
SHOP HOP ©
Visit BOTH shops during the

ALL FLORIDA SHOP HOP
March 1-April 30

9“ @fweetg‘ e
suilting

‘6

11638 US| * Sebastian, FL 32958
772-388-1700 050
Mon-Fri9-4 » Sat9-3

Check website for updates, classes & more!
www.quiltsandlace.com

We have the

with shop
SPECIALS!!

brother.

baby lock

at your side

v/l'v/mewby Bhrother
Padz‘anwbyga/ay Lock b -

ore wow

availoble!

exclusive shop hop
fabric and block

patterns, along

FOR THE LOVE OF SEWING

o at 1lam: ~ T-SHIRTS -
DIME Virtual —. N
Embroidery Event =

clullts and lace
- here e sl a@jweet Slime Q Uilting

7720 N. Wickham Rd. Suite 111
Melbourne, FL 32940
321-622-8602 heth@quiltsandlace.com

Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri 10 - 5
Tues 10-7 © Sat 10 -4

VIRTUAL EMBROIDERY EVENT

Ot

MARCH 11

Latwsslwwyow
tlwspwddeyowcmwu

to yowr profects, g;wat
bundles 6% each!

=
A

Previously Loved Baby Lock Solaris and Brother Luminaire machines available at great prices!

APRIL 5, 2025
12:00 PM - 3:00 PM CST
NATIONAL
SERGING
MONTH

APRIL

Join us on Quilts and Lace Facebook Live at
5:30 Mon-Sat for specials & tips.
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Greenacres, Pembroke Pines, Port St. Lucie, West Palm Beach

Specialty Fabrics
Quilting & Sewing Fabrics

</

Shop anytime at

% Lovod, % Wbttt www.thequiltedpeacock.net

3890 Shawnee Ave. ® West Palm Beach, FL 33409
561-596-3852

Notions, Patterns & Threads

Charles F Dodge City Center
Pembroke Pines, FL

v’)Ag
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Y, QUILTS, WORKSHOPS,
south FLorioa . YENDORS, GNOME-MOBIL %&( :
QUILTEXPO UpPHOTO OP, BASKETWALK, NS

89, DAILY PRIZES, QUILT

(cn® APPRAISALS
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2025 www.SouthFloridaQuiltExpo.com

Special group pricing - busses welcome. Contact
Chairman@BrowardQuiltExpo.com for details

FULL SERVICE QUILT SHOP

561-304-7211. www.QuiltABit.com
2914 Jog Road, Greenacres, FL 33467

HOURS: (NE corner of 10* Ave & Jog Road in Barclay Square Plaza)
Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm « Quality Cotton, Beautiful Batiks, Wool, Fat
Sat 9am to 4pm Quarters, Kits, Patterns, Books, Notions
Closed Sunday + Longarm Quilting Services Available

+ “Sew All Day” in Our Large Classroom

Find us on o « Come in and see our large (110+) collection
of Wide Back Fabric

VISIT US
ALL FLORI

“Blege You” ig often heard after a eneeze,
even from a gtranger in the grocery line. [t feels really good and kind when we
hear “Bless You”! How about the phrage “A Blessing in Digguise” referring to
gomething that at firet appears bad or unlucky but ig actually good. We love it
when that happens! “Count your many Blessings name them one by one...”
an age old hymn from 1897 ig a perfect practise to make a gpecial effort
to appreciate the good thinge in one’s life. The Irigh have a well-known blesging;
“May your troubles be less, Your Blessings be more, and nothing but happiness
come through your door.” A wedding blegsing: May your marriage alwayg bring
glory to God, joy to one another, and Blessings to your family for many gener-
ationg to come.” A Houge Bleseing: Bless thig house, O Lord we pray, make
it eafe by night and day.. Blese these walle o firm and stout, Keeping want and
trouble out... Blesg thig door that it may prove, Every open, to Joy and Love..”.
GIRLFRIEND WISDOM:
May you add your own blesging to these exampleg each and every day!

Joy & Blessings,
Girlfriend Wisdom is written and illustrated by Jody Houghton®. 6
Color files of this writing and artwork are available: www.JodyHoughtonDesigns.etsy.com

Rk _
BB, Pam's Fabric Nook §

' Quality Fabcic and Notions

Almost 5,000 Bolts of Cotton and Batik fabrics in stock! Northcott, Studio E, In the Beginning,
Michael Miller, P & B Textiles, Riley Blake, Robert Kaufman,
Quilting Treasures, Andover Fabrics and more!

Authorized Dealer of JANOME Sewing Machines!

Tues—Fri 10am—4pm « Sat 10am—3pm - pamsfabricnook@gmail.com
www.PamsFabricNook.com

VISIT US AT
9024 S US Hwy 1 - Port St Lucie - 772-800-3019 %,
' H
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% 0 See our Newsletter on Facebook o %
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A South New Jersey Farmer’s Stories
AM radio is my comfort food for the soul.

You’ve heard of comfort food, right? That’s the victuals that aren’tbs%pEpgseg}{gﬁ)oe
physically good for you but help you spiritually in a time of need.

AM radio is my comfort food for the soul.

Sounds a bit strange but let me explain. I don’t know of anyone today who listens to
the AM signal on their radio. No one would even consider it in my part of the country.
So, I count myself as one of those who prefer to torture themselves listening to “an
inferior” signal when I could have access to the FM signal, the Internet and Satellite
radio signals. (As a confession I do listen to those also. But my heart is with AM).

I am a radio nut.

Remember the character Radio from the movie of the same name starring Cuba
Gooding Jr. some years ago? Growing up that was me listening to the radio all the
time. AM radio. I listened to it in the packing shed at the farm, in the pickup truck and
car radios and even in the basement of our house where we had a small room, we
called the model room where we built our plastic model cars and trucks with our
buddies.

Today it sounds kind of quaint and it probably is but I am still a fan of AM radio.
Lately the controversy over the removal of the AM signal from automobiles has put
AM radio somewhat back in the spotlight. Back in the day, that was all we had to listen
to. Sure, FM radio signals were around but you could only find them on a good Hi Fi
set. If they did appear on a portable nobody listened to them because all of the popular
stations were on the AM dial.

Ah, who could deny the romanticism of AM radior Late night you could get signals
from all over the country. The signal came in unless you went under a bridge. What
about listening to it in the cab of a truck, the crackling of noise signaling the coming
of a thunderstorm and hurry up and bail and pick up the hay or put the baskets of
tomatoes in the garage after collecting them.

It was a blessing to grow up in the age of AM radio. Top 40 ruled the airwaves and
what a big deal that was. Your favorite songs played in a rotation at least every half
hour so if you missed them because you were busy you were sure to hear it again very
soon. And if you were lucky you could call up and request a song on the air and you
became a celebrity of the day to all of your friends.

Living in South Jersey afforded us the opportunity of being in one of the top listening
areas in the country. As a kid everyone listened to Famous 56 WFIL or if you were my
parent’s age you listened to WIBG or Wibbage as we called it.

If you weren’t into pop music then you could get the news from WCAU or listen to
the family friendly WIP where the likes of Skip Clayton or Wee Willie Weber helped
you through your day with the news, weather reports and general happenings in your
area.

That was the beauty of AM radio then. It was very provincial. It was a conduit of
information in an era when the TV provided only a few minutes a day in local news or
events but the AM radio was always on and always talking about it. Not only did we get
the professional football scores but we also got local high school scores and highlights
which is virtually unheard of today. Announcements about dances and other social
events were routinely reported on the local AM station.

In addition to the local broadcasting angle, AM radio and baseball were made for
each other.

My earliest memories of AM radio listenership go back to when my father was hired
as a bird dog scout for the Baltimore Orioles. He would go out to the family car which
at that time was the 1961 Chevy and listen to the Orioles games at night on the AM
signal of WBAL 1090 AM out of Baltimore. At least until my mother made him stop
because he would almost run down the battery.

My father’s father did nothing but listen to baseball on the AM radio. As a child of
the Depression it was all he had as radio was the prime means of communication. I
asked him one time why he only followed baseball on the radio and he told me that
was the most comfortable way for him to enjoy the game.

I still prefer to listen to baseball on the AM dial. From my home here in South Jersey
I can listen to the Orioles, the Phillies, the Mets, the Nationals, the Yankees, the Blue
Jays, the Red Sox, the Pirates and the Indians on a good evening, Most of the time 1
fall asleep listening to those clubs on the AM dial.

If I’'m not listening to a game on the AM dial, I’'m channel surfing to find a station
that still plays those Top 40 songs of yesteryear in what is known today as the Oldies.

Mostly I still get the feeling that AM radio and its signal allows me to reach out and
be in different places around the country in a kind of mystical fashion that satisfies my
young soul.

That’s why AM radio is a form of comfort food for my soul.

—© 2024 by Ed Cuneo who bails from South Jersey. Ed Cuneo is a “Jersey Farm Boy” born
and raised and still residing in Southern New Jersey with his wife, Teresa, daughter Anna and
her rescue dog Henry. A retired school teacher, he owns the last 14 acres of bis grandparents’
Sarm where he bas a market garden which serves as much as a place of quiet reflection as it does

Jfor its bountiful food supply.
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Send us your photos of a Project photos & details can be digitally submitted to:

completed project for a amy@theregisterweb.com
chance to be featured

in an upcoming issue

Or mailed to:
The Register ¢ PO Box 2419
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Flonida’'s Moat Creative Quilt Shop
and the Langest on the East Coant

ﬁBouthue 4 Quilters

(O U1

Join us live
on Facebook
@boutique4quilters
every Friday

S 0P

at9am at our

Coffee Klatch
for demo’s
and deals!

2945 W. New Haven Ave. « W. Melbourne, FL 32904
Two miles east of I-95 on Hwy 192 (exit 180)

321-768-2060 e www.BOUTIQUE4QUILTERS.com « 4quilters@bellsouth.net

jJan Ome

Center!

y " JANOME

WHAT’S NEXT

T W
i CONTIN=ENTAL

Authorized PFAFF
and Janome Dealer/
Sewing Center &
Service on Site
with Monthly

W Speczals on
| tmr Large Selection
tﬁ” Great Machines!

b
Memory Craft

Mon-Fri: 9:30am-5pm e Sat: 9:30am-4pm e Sun 12pm-4pm ¢ 24/7 Online

Check cun webasite fon

quilting/sewing classes
ter adults and children.

www.Boutique4Quilters.com

We carry a beautiful and ever
expanding selection of quilting
fabrics, notions, patterns,
books and unique gifts for your

crafty friends.

We are a full-service Quilt
Shop with Longarm Quilting
Services available.

Visit Us During The

_______

ALL FLORIDA
SHOP HOP *

Throughout
“March and April

We carry brands
such as Berroco,
Knitting Fever
and Hand Dyed yarn



