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USA

Arizona: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
Arkansas: Richard and Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597
California: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
Colorado: Jan & John Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Falcon, CO 80831-8458, 719-866-8570
Connecticut: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217

Delaware: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319

Florida: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217

Georgia: Linda Parish, P.O. Box 389, Lexington, GA, 30648, 706-340-1049

Idaho (N): Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181

Idaho (S) WA & E. OR: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
llinois: Richard and Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597
Indiana: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319

lowa: Linda Glendy, P.O. Box 6, Tama, 1A, 52339, 641-751-2619

Kansas: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181

Maine: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399

Maryland: Kim Keller, 2920 144th Ave. NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304, 763-754-1661
Massachusetts: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
Michigan: Leslie Howell, 2875 Dunkirk Dr., Saginaw, MI, 48603, 989-751-8860

Minnesota: Kim Keller, 2920 144th Ave. NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304, 763-754-1661

Missouri: Richard and Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597
Montana: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181

Nebraska: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181

Nevada (N): Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
Nevada (S): Glena Dunn, 4568 Carol Circle, Las Vegas, NV, 89120, 702-523-1803

New Hampshire: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399

New Jersey: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319

New Mexico: Jan & John Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Drive, Falcon, CO 80831-8458, 719-866-8570
N. Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
North Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181

Ohio: Barb Moore, P. O. Box 37, Cable, OH, 43009, 937-652-1157

Oklahoma: Richard and Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597
Oregon: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181

Pennsylvania: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Rhode Island: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217

S. Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, PO Box 74035, Phoenix, AZ 85087, 602-942-8950
South Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181

Texas: Richard and Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597
Vermont: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399

Virginia: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217

Washington: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181

West Virginia: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759, 888-616-8319
Wisconsin: Scott & Jennifer Hughes, P. O. Box 276, Altoona, WI, 54720, 715-838-9426
Wyoming: Kelsey Ruzicka, P,O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181

CANADA

Alberta: Marcy Horswill, Suite 114, 919 Centre St. NW, Calgary, AB T2E 2P6, 587-585-3545

British Columbia: Marcy Horswill, Suite 114, 919 Centre St. NW, Calgary, AB T2E 2P6, 587-585-3545
Manitoba & Saskatchewan: Kirby & Colleen Gust, Box 801, White City, SK, S4L 5B1, 306-585-0274
\Ontario: Harriet Ramos, 103-575 Lacolle Way, Orleans, ON K2A 5B6, 613-612-8465
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ust A Note, .,

Once again, how can this be the last issue of the year?? This is a wonderful time of year
to enjoy many traditions, shop for special gifts and decorating needs, and so much more
that the holiday season brings. We have included reci-
pes that you may want to add to your festivities. Have
fun exploring the special events that are summarized
in our Shows & Events Listing!

Please be sure to visit our Facebook page and like it.
We post lots of updates about shops and events, plus
we welcome reader comments and interaction. On
our website, you can find links to our advertisers’ web
sites, view the current shows and events listing, read
the paper online, subscribe to the paper, and more.

We do ask that you please let the shop owners know
that you saw their ad in our publication - it is ex-
tremely important! Advertisers want to know that their
ad in our paper is effective and they like it when you
mention you saw their ad. Without the advertisers, our [°
publication can’t exist so they need to know the paper
is working for them. Also, feel free to pick up extra
copies for your friends ... we’d love for you to share it
with them.

If you know a shop that should be advertising in the paper, please let us know (via
email, phone, or mail). We are always looking for new shops to add to our list of
great advertisers.

Dave and I visited Yellowstone and surrounding areas in late Sept/early Oct then went
on to spend the weekend with Rachel in the Denver area! In mid-December, Rachel
will graduate with her Anesthesiologist Assistant degree and will start at the hospital in
Raleigh once her accreditation process is complete. It will be great having her closer to
home! Grace is loving her life at UGA. We visited for family weekend for her sorority
(Chi-O). It was an amazing weekend catching up with Grace. Both girls will be home for
Thanksgiving=happy momma!

Our January/February issue will be out shortly after the first of the year. That issue has
an annual theme of Quilting, Needlearts, Fiber Arts and Sewing! So be sure to plan a visit
to your favorite shop to pick up your copy!

Have fun shopping this Holiday season. Don’t forget to use our guide as your road
map. We wish you and your family Happy Holidays!

4/% & David

Amy, Duvidt ]
Rachel and Grace

January/February events due by December 1

Mail a check for $25 with your event info to the address at the top of page 2.

Jacebook Live or App Events
MONAAYS 3:30 PIM ... Quilted Twins (pg. 13)
MON-Sat 5:30 PM...viriiieieircirieisee ettt en e Quilts and Lace (pg. 29)
TUESAAYS B PIM ..o Inspire Quilting & Sewing (pg. 17)
WEANESAAYS 7 PM ...ttt Crafty Quilters (pg. 16)
ThUrsdays 10 @M ......c.eeeeeeeireeieeseesrssese s ssesssssessnes Miss D’s Quilts (pg. 27)
FrOAYS O @M ... Boutique 4 Quilters (pg. 32)
Frdays 3:30 PM ... Quilted Twins (pg. 13)
FHAAYS 5 PM ..t Sweet Darling Quilts (pg. 18)
Novenher
1-Dec 14............... Super Savings on Brother Machines at Nana’s Quilt Shop in Brooksville (pg. 17)
1-DeC 15 Christmas House Santa’s Gift and Decor Pop Up Store in Leesburg (pg. 8)
1-DEC 3T oo Longarm Sale at Stitcher’'s Quest in Mary Esther (pg. 4)
B8 o Holiday Open House at Beyond the Stitches in Crystal River (pg. 6)
D e Box Class at Brick City Cross Stitch in Ocala (pg. 6)
1416 oo 2nd Annual Tent Sale at Meg’s Quilt Cottage in Sebring (pg. 16)
15-16 oo 41st Fantastic Quilt Show at the Venetian Center in Leesburg (pg. 8)
15-16 e Quilters” Workshop of Tampa Bay Quilt Show at Higgins Hall in Tampa (pg. 18)
15-16.......... Suncoast Quilt Expo at Harvest United Methodist Church in Lakewood Ranch (pg. 20)
1516 o 11th Anniversary Celebration at Pam’s Fabric Nook in Port St Lucie (pg. 30)
16, s Kimberbell Deck the Palms Event Virtually or at Quilts and Lace in Melbourne (pg. 29)
22-Dec 7....... Visit Beyond the Stitches in Crystal River during the Central Florida Shop Hop (pg. 6)
22-DEC 7 oo, Visit the participating shops during the Central Florida Shop Hop (pg. 11)
23 Flat Fold Class at Brick City Cross Stitch in Ocala (pg. 6)
231 Grand Re-Opening in New Location of Oceans of Thread in DeLand (pg. 9)
20530 ..t Black Friday Sale at Scrap & Sew in Lutz (pg. 19)
29-30 .......... Colorful Friday and Small Business Saturday Sale at Quilt A Bit in Greenacres (pg. 30)
29,30, DEC 2. Mystery Sale at Margie’s Sew Much Fun in Crestview (pg. 5)
29-DEC 7 .o Inventory Reduction Sale at Brick City Cross Stitch in Ocala (pg. 6)
Necenher
T Christmas Open House at Stitcher’s Quest in Mary Esther (pg. 4)
1-31 e Month Long Anniversary Celebration at Fabric Smart in St Petersburg (pg. 20)
26-28 ... Super Clearance Sale at Quilt A Bit in Greenacres (pg. 30)
27-28 .t Year End Sale at Nana’s Quilt Shop in Brooksville (pg. 17)
Jannary 2025
18-25 .o Visit the participating shops during the North Florida Shop Hop (pg. 24)
24-25 ... Showcase of Quilts at Sea Breeze and Rohan Rec Centers in The Villages (pg. 7)
31-Feb 1......... Celebration of Color Quilt Show at First Presbyterian Church in Lake Placid (pg. 16)
Jehruary 2025
B Pre-Hookin’ Event at Searsport Rug Hooking in Rotonda West (pg. 21)
T Visit Searsport Rug Hooking at Harbor Hookin’ in Punta Gorda (pg. 21)
. Harbor Hookin’ at Charlotte Harbor Event & Conf Center in Punta Gorda (pg. 22)
P Vero Beach Quilt Show at Indian River County Fairground in Vero Beach (pg. 29)
7-9 s Stampfest at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Clearwater (pg. 20)
B 11th Annual Airing of the Quilts at Maxine Barritt Park in Venice (pg. 21)

14-15 ....Mid Pinellas Quilt Show at Seminole Rec Cntr in Seminole www.midpinellasquiltshow.com
14-15 ......Quilts From the Heart Quilt Show at Central Panhandle Fairground in Panama City (pg. 4)

28-Mar 1...Peace River Quilters’ Festival at Charlotte Harbor Event Center in Punta Gorda (pg. 22)
Marech 2025

T-APr 30 Visit all the participating shops during the All Florida Shop Hop (pg. 3)

22t Suwannee Valley Quilt Festival at the Historical Train Depot in Trenton (pg. 6)
April 2025

2227 oo Join Stitcher's Quest on trip to Quilt Week in Paducah, KY (pg. 4)

Nov.-Dec., 2024

The Florida Register

Shop Hop

Fa-La-La-ing Until Christmas!

by Barbara Kalkis

My car audio system can store at least 28 pre-set AM and FM radio stations. I know
it can “remember” more than that, but I do not care to master any more technology
than necessary. Although I’'ve worked in high tech for decades, I avoid incorporating it
into my personal life. With a slot for CDs, plus fee-based channels and a connection
for streaming music from my phone, who needs more than that? I have plenty of
driving distractions already, singing at the top of my lungs while monitoring other
cars, the traffic, other drivers’ capabilities, and ensuring that I exit the highway at the
right time and in the correct direction while cruising at 70-ish miles per hour.

While I have all traditional and contemporary ways to listen to music, news or the
rants of someone with enough money to buy a piece of the airwaves, I love listening
to traditional radio stations. The voice of a show host is like traveling with a friend.
The “D]J” keeps things light and conversational. The news is read in snippets, allowing
me to adjust to every calamity in a rational manner. I even like commercials. It’s
interesting to hear the sales pitch for a product, while public service announcements
offer the first alert of breaking news.

And so, the year turns and the drill is the same: listening to current music, 70’s and
80’s rock, country-western, calming classical or the all-news station.

Christmas changes the pattern. One local station begins playing only Christmas and
holiday music beginning on Thanksgiving Day and continues until midnight on
December 25th. For that golden 5-week period, it’s nothing but Christmas/winter/
holiday music. This year, I considered why Christmas music is so appealing.

Think about it. It encompasses every music genre there is. There’s something for
everyone. What other music genre can logically skip from “God Rest Ye Merry
Gentlemen” to “Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer” and still boost the holiday
spirit? Religious, operatic, classical, symphonic, comedic, country, “pop,” jazz, rock,
folk, rap, punk...every music genre hails the Christmas season. Singers, soloists, choirs,
orchestras, bands in every genre record a Christmas song — thus ensuring that they will
be heard at least once a year and collect royalties.

Many renditions recall former artists whose names or works are forgotten or relegated
to niche music channels. From Tchaikovsky’s “Nutcracker” ballet to Charles Schultz’s
cartoon “A Charlie Brown Christmas” to Gene Autry immortalizing Rudolph as the
“Red-Nosed Reindeer,” holiday music delivers variety unlike any other music form
and genre.

No mysterious-meaning lyrics here, either. We all know the tunes and can hum
along or screech out the words while we are sitting at a light, zipping down the highway
or finding our way home on a dark snowy evening,

Other music talks about love, loss, jealousy, hate, anger, revenge, sadness and
loneliness. Christmas music is about love, laughter, joy, charity, family, hope, peace,
presents and “presence” of the holiday spirit. It makes us stop, think, cherish what we
have, consider change in ourselves, strive to do better and be a better person.

It is not meant to be a list of ‘resolutions’ that get tapped into our phone “notes,”
posted online, scribbled into our new year’s calendar or even written on paper — and
then forgotten as quickly as our holiday diet resolutions. The songs we hear from
Thanksgiving through Christmas Day are reminders that we just need to keep the
music in our hearts all year round.

-©Barbara Kalkis, 2024. Barbara spends her time writing, teaching, and working in high tech.
She’s author of Little Ditties for Every Day. .. A Collection of Thoughts in Rhyme and
Rbythm. Contact ber at BarbaraKalkisO1(@gmail.com

Stories of a Farm Wife
Christmas Stockings

I remember as a child digging through my sock drawer on
Christmas Eve to find the biggest sock I could find. I searched
for the largest one that would be filled with a banana, oranges,
nuts and candy. No other goodies, like what children receive
now days. This is what my parents had found in their stockings
and the tradition was passed down through them.

Christmas was not as "showy" back then. We marked the
JCPenney Christmas Wish Book with our wants and wishes in
hopes of Santa bringing at least one of the items and possibly
our parents would chip in for another. My parents were not rich
and with three girls in the family it was often just a couple gifts
cach that were under the tree come Christmas morning. Most
years we got a new baby doll with an extra outfit for her and
always one of the those disappearing milk bottles. As we got
older, our dolls were ones that accomplished something such a talking or wetting their
diaper. We always received a new board game or two. Our family were big on playing
games. Such games were, Feely Meely, Hi Ho Cherry On, Twister and Sorry. We also
played a lot of card games and often got a new deck of playing cards or Crazy Eights.
Instead of sitting in front of a television all night, we played games before going to
bed. As we got older the games advanced to Monopoly and card games such as Uno
and Skip Bo. My mom was a pro at Skip Bo and we rarely beat her. But, when we did,
we bragged on it for days.

I'm not sure if Santa wrapped your gifts but, in our house, he did not. Our gifts were
sitting under or around the tree with our stocking nearby. We had one or two gifts
from mom and dad that were wrapped and they consisted of clothing and other needed
items. Not too exciting for a child but nonetheless, needed. And, of course we were
not allowed to sneak into the living room and see what Santa had left but had to wait
for mom and dad to get up out of bed. Most of the time we headed into their bedroom
and pleaded with them to "get up". After some minutes of pleading they finally drug
out of bed.

After growing up and getting married and having children of my own, Christmas
morning had changed a little bit. Yes, we still heard pleas of "get up, get up, Santa has
been here" but the biggest change has been that the stockings are no longer socks
from our drawers but homemade for each child. They are not filled with fruit and nuts
but with their favorite candy, trinkets, sports cards and jewelry. I've carried this tradition
on with my grandchildren and now fill 14 stockings. They say this is their very favorite
part of the morning and look forward to seeing all the goodies in their stockings. 1
shop all year looking for just the right prize for each child and grandchild. I can usually
find some bargains if I shop after holiday sales and put them back for Christmas. I've
already got a nice stash of gifts stored away for this coming Christmas and am looking
forward to seeing their faces on Christmas morning. It's so much fun to look for
things that matches each child's and grandchild's personality. Although it is also one
of my favorite parts of the holiday, my greatest pleasure is that we are celebrating the
birth of Jesus together. Isn't that what it's really all about?

by Tanmy Page

—© 2024 Tammy Page writes from ber family farm in Indiana.

0ver70 Stores, | 0 os of Prizes, |F (@ @ Gift ot Every Store

Visit www.AllFloridaShopHop.com or join our Facebook Group:
www.facebook.com/groups/allfloridashophop to learn all about it.

ALL FLORIDA
SHOP HOP

The All Florida Shop Hop Magazine
will go on sale Mid-January at all
participating stores.
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Mary Esther, Milton, Panama City, Pensacola

N 5 [
_. ...Quilt...Sew.. //{’_
\* ...Crochet...Paint...—
...and More!..

d éf}) www.PensacolaRetreatCenter.com
7 \ o
O "€ ReTremt S

...Gift Certificates Available..

N
The Onty Fabrete Shop e Sarte Rode County/
Great Selection of Fabric - including full lines,
Batting, Notions, Pre-Cuts, Panels & More!
Classes for ALL Levels
Private Sewing Lessons Available
55 OFF fore Foest Tinee Visdtored
5201-B Dogwood Drive, Milton, FL 32570

QUILT SHOP

850-665-4599 * www.mysewingbarn.com

st. Andrew Bay Quilter's Guild = (00" t% ﬁuﬂ
“Quilts Inom the Heart” Quilt Showr ™ o =
Feburary 14 & 15, 2025 L
N 5 Location: Central Panhandle Fairgrounds
b. 2230 15th St, Panama City, FL 32405
e » X Day and night guild meetings available.
4 & fy Visit our website for meeting times.
www.sabqg.org
. Crewteve é
!
0/ p@ﬁm& >
We're your Cross Stitch Store!
. Wide Assortment of Patterns
. Charts, DMC Floss,
© Overdyes and Silk.
Fabrics by: PIP, Zweigart
Fiber on a Whim
14 Vot Judt @ 04%{?2
o B 24 Therapy
" 481 E Ten Mile Rd. ¢ Pensacola, FL
Wed-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-3

T———

281-202-7162, o)
www.creativestitcheryofpensacola.com ™

BERNINA Authorized Dealer
with Certified BERNINA Technician

Stitcher’s. Que ~o

Creative Sewing™~"Center (9]

300 Mary Esther Blvd.
Mary Esther, FL 32569

M-TH 10-5 F-SAT 10-4  850-864-4555
- \VWW.Stitchersquest.com

Trip sponsored by
s
* Stitchers Q:cmﬂ:
Cramivm Srwr; Canis
oL
oy r

Fabric « Classes « Shop in-store or online
Bernina Sewing Machines, Service & Repair
Large selection of Coastal Prints & Batiks

Christmas Open House SUN., DEC. 1

October 1-December 31, 2024 Travel package offered by

Travel Quest LLC
Florida wvel

Q 24 on PRO Frame
with Q-matic Bundle

Q 24 on PRO Frame & Q-matic $29,999 #4499

, -'.i' -: 1"".- !

el . v % ‘Paddkah, KY:
& Ay f 1
BQUIRWEEK: soiisrm zors

Trip Cost: $1350 per person - Double Occupancy

Professional Creative Bundle (Cptions)
SPECIAL PRICE:
sk About Soecil Finarchg

Ask Al

Travel with us...from Panama City Beach & Fort Walton Beach
4 nights at Drury Inn, Paducah, KY
1 night at Gaylord Opryland Hotel, Nashville, TN
Motorcoach Transportation ®  Admission to AQS Quilt
Show & National Quilt Museum PLUS MORE!
Ask about Quilt Guild Incentive for groups!

Limited Availability

Contact us for complete details and to register!

’ﬁ uﬁ__

Fun photos during Grace’s sorority’s
Family Weekend a few weeks ago. We
had a good time seeing her, eating great
meals and visiting with UGA friends.

The MOST 100% cotton, premium
quilting fabric in Florida
Largest selection of Batiks
100s of panels
Wide Selection of Wide backs

Patterns and Books
Full line of sewing and quilting notions

Available online and in the store

Free Shipping on all USA orders over $100

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION COUPON

Up to 25% off Fabric Purchase
Code: FLreg24Nov

$25 max value. One time use per customer. Use in
store or online. Normal exclusions apply. One discount
per purchase.
Valid:11/1-12/31/24

923 N. New Warrington Rd
Pensacola, FL 32506-4250
850-455-0112
www.aandefabrics.com
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm

Rundom At

by Maranda K Jones
Sweet Memories

Would you like some hot chocolate? Or would
you prefer some hot cocoa? My preference is hot
cocoa, but we tend to use those names inter-
changeably. Hot chocolate is usually made by - =
melting solid chocolate in warm milk or cream. Hot cocoa includes a powdered
base of cocoa with added sugar that is dissolved in hot water or hot milk. Hot
cocoa tends to be sweeter, lighter, and much thinner. All goals | aim for in my
everyday life, so it fits that hot cocoa is my warm drink of choice.

Some people enjoy a well-mixed cocktail or a sophisticated coffee, but as for
me and my house, we will drink hot cocoa any time. We once left our home-
town high school football field and walked home up the hill when the chill of fall
was too much to bear on the bleachers. Around our picnic table, we wrapped
our mittens around warm mugs and listened to the announcers several blocks
away. The stadium lights mixed with the stars above as we sipped our warm
sweet drinks and made sweet memories with our little kids.

They still love marshmallows, whipped cream, and chocolate chips, but the
number of extra toppings in their cups has dwindled. They have grown older,
and their focus on nutrition and athletics has taken precedence over their desire
for sprinkles and sugar. We looked into the health benefits of hot cocoa and
have chosen to believe everything we read on the internet about the beverage
we like best.

It makes us happy! That alone is a great health benefit. Cocoa has been
shown to increase levels of serotonin, helping to regulate mood and reduce
anxiety, reduce fatigue and improve alertness. It satisfies the soul, reduces
cravings and regulates how much energy is used. Some say it has positive
effects on the immune system and heart health.

My heart beats joyfully thinking of our grandmothers and their hot cocoa
recipes. My husband’s grandma had the best recipe for homemade hot cocoa
mix. Chris’ grandma gave us a blue glass jar decorated with snowflakes full of
her hot cocoa mix, and each time we emptied the jar, we would return it for a
refill. That jar traveled back and forth between our houses often! When she
finally shared the family recipe with me, Chris claimed she left out a secret ing-
redient because my mix just did not taste the same as when his grandma made it.
Doesn't everyone have a family recipe that cannot be replaced? For my hus-
band, his grandma was that one family member who cannot be replaced.
Although we miss her greatly, we remember her with every mug of hot cocoa.

© 2024 Maranda K. Jones

GRANDMA'S COCOA MIX

1 8-quart package (about 10 cups) nonfat dry milk powder
16 oz. (about 4 % cups) powdered sugar

1 % cups unsweetened cocoa powder

1 2 cups instant malted milk powder

1 6 oz jar (1 % cups) powdered nondairy creamer

Makes about 16 cups.
Place 1/3 cup cocoa mixture in a mug; add % cup boiling water.
© 2024 Maranda K Jones

Maranda Jones’ new book Random Acts

is now available at amazon.com
The book includes her acclaimed articles from the last decade!

Nov.-Dec., 2024
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Crestview, DeFuniak Springs, Marianna plus Alabama

E Since 1971

Check Facebook for
updates on new
roduct arrivals
Class news:

Monday—Saturday
9 am—-6 pm

4o [l (@) )

The Friendliest ¢ Most Diverse Fabric Shop

\ in Florida's Panhandle
. 2014 Lacey Lane * Crestview; FL 32536 * 850-689-3655
" Toll Free 866-739-6274 © www.margiessewmuchfun.com

X Authorized Sales & Service for T

BERNINA 1}0131\

Pl fo crdall

MYSTERY SALE!

Nov 29, 30 £ Dec 2
Check Facebook for more

info on the salel

N S F | Great ho\iaag deals
i : || machines:
= __L_ij =N Oaa?/e a2 machine 10
every buaget:
f = D
Free Pattern s

For more fun and creative inspiration visit:

www.JacquelynneSteves.com Wheiad g

Jacquetynne Steves

S
SJorbiself

P N\erry
Little

= [
| -
- -
.ﬁ
-

[ . R

Free Embroidery Pattern — May not be sold or used for commercial purposes. Use this pattern
for embroidery, wool applique, punch needle or rug hooking, painted projects or whatever your
imagination can dream up! Reduce or enlarge pattern as desired. )

.

Win A 325 Gift Certificate

We give away a $25 Gift Certificate each issue to redeem at a local
advertiser’s shop! You can register online at www.theregisterweb.com
with the link “Register to Win” or complete the form (photocopy is acceptable)
and mail to: PO. Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028.

Please also include a favorite recipe, quote, tip or a craft project
you want to share with other readers.

The drawing will be made prior to the next issue. The winner will be mailed
information on redeeming their certificate and also announced in the next issue.
Note: We do not place your information on any mailing list.

And the Winner is...

Our winner from last issue is Laneisa Jones. Laneisa will receive a

gift certificate to spend at My Sewing Barn in Milton. She enjoys this

shop because of the “friendly atmosphere, good selection of fabrics
and notions.” Congratulations Laneisa!

The Florida Register Gift Certificate Entry Form
ALL ITEMS MUST BE COMPLETED TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE PRIZE DRAWING

Name
Street City
Phone Email

State _ Zip

My favorite advertiser in this issue is:

| enjoy visiting this shop because:

Please tell us about a local business you'd like to see advertising in The Florida Register.

Classes, Fabrics,
Books, Kits, Notions, (‘ D
Arrow Sewing Cabinets &
Special Monthly Subscriptions

Machine Technician:
Servicing All Types of Machines

o~

COOKIE'S @}) FABRICS

SERVING UP A SWEET STASH OF QUILTY GOODNESS! 4411 Constitution Lane

Marianna, FL 32448
Tues-Wed 9-5 Thurs-Fri 10-6 Sat 9-3
850-317-7770

G ,) SHOP ANYTIME AT www.cookiesfabrics.com [E3 C D

199 US Hwy 231 North ¢ Ozark, AL 36360
334-445-3521 * www.frontporchquiltshoppe.com
Mon-Fri 10-5 * Sat 10-2

Variety of Classes ¢ Quilt Group Meetings
Fabrics © Books ¢ Patterns * Notions
Home of the “Gammill Girl” Machine Quilting

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

i 15% off Your Fabric Purchase with this Ad! :
R Expires 12/31/24 k

,I*‘ b

8085 State Highway 83 N
DeFuniak Springs, FL 32433
850-974-1295

wuw.choaewskouwnty.comy

The ONLY Rise & Shine ity
Clasoed Quilt Shop  Quilting Time!
Bags in Walton Neuy Avivaly
& much more!! County Daily!

Mon Closed (@

a[oS7%0] 7k Tues-Wed 10-6

Veteran Family [eibatdalll Thur Closed
Owned Business YN4Pa Fri-Sat 10-6
Sun 12-4

Offereang Longeeme
Rentnl!

Long Arm Services
with under 3 week
turnaround time!

15% OFF ]
ANYTHING IN I
THE STORE! :
:

1

Supply Store/

Fabric * Notions ¢ Classes
Memory & Commission Quilts
And Much More!

938 N. Ferdon Blvd.
Crestview, FL 32536

Shop Anytime at
www.stitchbystitchfb.com

850-331-2206
M-F 9-6, Sat 9-5, Sun Closed

Find us on

(excludes services)
Use coupon code REG15

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
. Valid until Jan 31, 2025

ey = '_ A L

HOP LOCAL

YOUR NEIGHBOR WILL THANK You!
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Chiefland, Crystal River, Lake City, Ocala, Trenton

11050 NW 10th Ave. » Chiefland, FL 32626
352-493-2801 * Levyquilts@gmail.com
http://levycountyquiltmuseum.org

1-“‘!"!( CDUH ._

F- {Qﬁﬁfﬁf k Open Tuesday - Saturday from 10am to 3pm
Quilts, fabric & other handmade items for sale! |
Come see Sieglinde Schoen Smith’s collection hj.

permanently on display! 1y

0
- o o)
~ /NORTHCOTT Q
STUDIO

________

1 — g

386-308-3195

REGULAR SHOP HOURS:
Tues. - Sat. 9-4; Sun. & Mon. closed

f ©

979 N. Suncoast Blvd.

— Airport Plaza

/ ™\ crystal River, Florida 34429

\ 352-794-3289 ¢ Mon-Fri 9-5 ¢ Sat 9-3
www.beyondthestitches.com

]Sign up for Electronic Newsletter on our website
info@beyondthestitches.com
Facebook: Beyond The Stitches, LLC

FoR THE LOVE OF BEWING

Sewing/Embroidery/Quilting/Serger Machines, Floriani, Fabric, Threads & Notions.

Nov.6,7 &8 Holiday Open House
Nov. 22 -Dec.7 Central FL Shop Hop Blocks to Basics

Check our website for Classes & other Events!

DEITIOI'IStI'aﬂOI'IS
AI'IﬂCII.lE TI'BCtDI'S :

Can be found throughout this edition!
We thank them and hope you enjoy trying the recipes.

M~ 1

1 Christmas Shortbread I

I from Lydia Harris I

I Cream together: 1

53

| I cup butter, softened 1
1/4 cup brown sugar

1 P g

| Blendin: 1

1 2 cups flour i
Pat into a greased 9x9-inch pan. Bake at 350 degrees for

] g P g 1
20 minutes. or until light brown.

I' Combine: i

I 1/3 cups flaked coconut |

I 1/2 cup mixed red and green candied cherries, chopped slightly |

I 1/3 cup candied pineapple chunks, chopped slightly (Or substitute candied cherry- |

| pineapple mix for .cl.lerries and pineapple) 1

i 1/3 cup golden raisins 1

1 1/3 cup chopped walnuts (or substitute almonds, pecans, cashews) 1
1 cup sweetened condensed milk

I Spread over shortbread and bake an additional 35 minutes or until golden brown. i

| (Check after 25 to 30 minutes.) Cool. If desired, dust with powdered sugar. Cut into |

I small squares. Makes 2-3 dozen cookies. |

N -Swbmitted by L ydia E. Harris, author of “A Cup of Tea with Lydia.” ) |

T —— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
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Brick }%itg Cross Stitch, Inc.
L%/?y wﬁ Call the s/oop to register:
L%&@@ AR

Nov 9 Box Class: $15 from 1-4
Nov 23 Flaf Fold Class: $30 from 10:30-3
to CH/

Nov 29-Dec 7

Comein Inventory Reduction Sale
and gef your 25% OFF Storewide except DMC & Anchor threads,
Holiday Gift sale and consignment ifems
Certificates!

Open Stitching Daily 10om-4pm

Six Gun Shoppmg Plaza 4901 E. Silver Springs Blvd., # 606, Ocala, FL
Open Tues-Sat 10-4 ® 352-629-2991 * www.brickcitycrossstitch.com

Closed Thanksgiving Day and Dec 24-Jan 1
KXIKHKHKRKEX I KWK KKK KRR HKHIKHK K IR AR XKRIXARXXIRXX XX

XKD WK AN DMIEN DD SN DD NN X NN DX NXNK
X3IEIX 2 2 23X I I X KX KK X K XX X

¥WOP 1g May You Be Moved to Create!
O -
X New Hours:

Mon-Thur 10-5

ABRIC Ne BIG

q Ov. & Dec,

SALES!

items to make your most wonderful creations!

OVER 7000 BOLTS of quality fabrics * Specialty books, tools
& threads * Large variety of embellishments ¢ Unique gifts, art

Fri-Sat 10-4 « Sun 1-4
A specialty fiber art store to provide you with
supplies education in the shop and on the road.

oL i

JANOME

WONDERF:L

SPECIALTY THREADS

Shop in your
jammies on our
website. Most

T et

JANOME, FLORIANI,
WONDERFIL, EDIEBARB Designs
& EASY GLIDE Tools.

with Certified :
Instructor \
Barb Y &
2\ =

Join us for lots of fiber art, quilting, jewelry, sewing, embroidery classes:
Check out the class listing with pictures on fabricartshop.com.

THE FIRST QUILT SHOP IN NORTH FLORIDA OFF I-75
= EXIT 427, west 1/2 mile, on left in Swanson Plaza,
purple building in rear.

4136 West US Highway 90
Lake City, FL 32055
386-755-0179 Toll Free: 877-755-0179

Fax: 386-755-8530

o barbie@fabricartshop.com
www.fabricartshop.com

Stories of a Farm Wife
Retirement: Getting Used to It

After 30 years of working I am officially retired. I'm just a rookie at this since it's
only been two weeks. I've worked in various public service positions whete each one
was stressful, unique yet rewarding. In positions where you're always helping others,
you forget how to take care of yourself and need to re-train your brain to adjust to
retitement.

My friends and family who have already retited have told me "you'll get used to it."
Used to not feeling guilty for less money going into my bank account, used to not
having a set schedule every day where the alarm rings every morning at 6:30, used to
going to bed when you want instead of when you have to, used to not having to dress
in business attire and able to wear comfy clothes any day I want.

Well, it's not happened. I'm not used to any of it yet. I'm still waking up with the sun
and I'm still getting dressed within minutes. I'm not used to being able to watch television
any time I want, read more than a chapter of book before nodding off for a nap.

Like most who retire, I do have a mental list of what I need to accomplish. Most are
chores I've been putting off for years. Chores like cleaning out drawers that hold my
children's art work from 20 years ago, catching up on laundry and finishing up projects
long forgotten. I can brag a little and say I've purged a little so far but I have a long way
to go after living in the same home for 29 years. I've yet to tackle the big chore of
cleaning out from under the staircase where suitcases, children's games, old VHS videos
and toys are stored. That chore is going to be one that might take days to complete. I
keep telling myself, "T'll tackle that one when I get used to being retired.”

There are some fun things I'd like to do now that I have the extra time. I’d like to call
up a friend or two and plan an entire day out with no timeline. We could start out with
a relaxing breakfast where we can drink our fill of coffee without worrying if I'll be
able to sleep that night because of caffeine overload. Then, leisurely check out the
shops I've been wanting to visit. I can't wait to look at all the beautiful decorations in
golds and reds. Then after picking out a few autumn decorations to add to my collection,
it's time to check out of chick flick that's been on my radar for months.

T'll be able to sit on my porch watching the leaves change colors from green to reds
and oranges and spend more time with family. I can go see my 93-year-old dad, my in-
laws, my children and grandchildren without being rushed to get back home to get
ready for work the next day. The more I sit and contemplate all the wonderful things
I'm going to expetience since retiring, I think I'm getting a good start on "getting used
to it."

by Tammy Page

—© 2024 Tammry Page writes from her fanily farm in Indiana.
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Lady Lake, The Villages

-
732 S. US Hwy. 27/441

Lady Lake, FL 32159
Mon 12-4, Tues - Sat 9-4 352-751-0405
AQuiltingPalette@gmail.com

Retreat - Classroom - Meeting Space!

Includes cutting counters, worktables, and ironing stations.
Refrigerator, microwave and Keurig included.
Reservations are NOW being accepted.

oFull Service Longarm Computerized Edge to Edge
e Self Service Free-Motion Long Arm Machine Rental
e Binding Services Available
e Customized Embroidered Quilt Labels Available

Not a quilter, that’s okay -

ALL creative groups
are welcome!

Check out our online store
& class list at

www.AQuiltingPalette.com )

CR 466 \ | 1.2 mites south

StOp by tO ViSit [ A Quilting Palette (locsted in Plaza 1)
“The Happy Place” | qip 4

at A Quilting Palette! .g_

Morse Bivd

CR 466A (Miller RD)

2 miles north

{

L\

|
i W

i
o ¢

L
=

Showcase of Quilts

January 24 & 25, 2025
Friday 9 am - 5 pm; Saturday 9 am - 4 pm

ﬁéQu'llting Guild
b %{M@e@

'Recreatlon Cen& %
2384 Buena Vista Boulevard *\

st uttle provlded between Recreation Centers
Admission: $15 includes both days; free for children under 12
More information at www.qgotv.org




The Florida Register

Nov.-Dec., 2024

Fruitland Park, Leesburg, Oxford

% ; '_ ; - P |“ i .__1 ___-_ o ]
\ Cross Stitch - Needlepoint - Weaving &
. Custom Framing - Unique Gifts _

=

_60 West ai;\ Street - Leesburﬁ, FL 7l:8 + 352-205-1126 - .garyleeslighfé.brias.or
Hours: Tuesday through §aturday 19am-§pm_ - gryslgh@yahoo.com ]

Tuesday - Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday 10am - 2pm

2500+ Bolts of Fabric Including:
Moda, Riley Blake, Free Spirit, Dear Stella, Andover,
Northcott, Timeless Treasures, Michael Miller, and more

) SINGER
Now offering E2E Longarm Services

s MNotions-Threads - Patterns: Kits - Gifts »

10879 US 301 Suite 2 » Oxford Florida 34484

www.thequilterscottage.com

THE QUILTERS COTTAGE

. —FABRIC SHOP——

352-816-9133

-
]
)
=

FRUITLAND PARK, FL

2468 US HWY 441,
Suite 202
Fruitland Park, FL

352-901-6874
Tues-Sat 10am - 4pm

Shop Anytime at
VillageQuiltShop.com

f ) FOLLOW US ON FACESOON

Your Light & Bright Fabric/Quilt Shop Offering:
Modaq, Riley Blake, Free Spirit,
Art Gallery Fabrics, Martelli products,

Quilters Select, Cutie Patterns/Packs
AND MUCH MORE!

aqumsm GUILD ~
‘N 7 N
: P\ 41st Annual = |

Fantastic Quilt Show
November 15 - 16, 2024

Venetian Center
1 Dozier Circle
Leesburg, FL

Quilts, Vendors, Boutique,
Quilt Sales and More!

More information at lakequiltguild.com

Follow us on Facebook
Lake County Quilters Guild of Florida

riends. Make Quilts. Make a Difference.

Mak

Santa’s Gift and Decor Pop-Up Store

Back for 2024! Join us for all your Christmas, Fall and Holiday gifts
and decor created by a collection of local Florida crafters.

October 24 - December 15
Sun.12-6 % Mon.-Sat.10-7

Lake Square Mall

10401 US HWY 441 - Suite 308, Leesburg, FL 34788

For details visit us on Facebook
@TheChristmasHouseFL

ey Central Flerida Crafters

A South New Jersey Farmer’s Stories

Nicknames by Ed Cuneo

Is there anyone who did not have or give a nickname growing up? Very few I imagine.

Yet today there seems to be a dearth of not only good nicknames but very few to
begin with.

When I was growing up it was common to give or get a nickname. A lot of time it
was based on physical characteristics or some memorable event or some talent that
was head and shoulders above the rest.

Sports was a great way to gain a nickname. Our heroes had nicknames all over the
map as sportswriters (before the medium of TV took hold) gave out nicknames as if
they were samples from the local fudge shop in an effort to give players a standing that
was larger than life since most people only read about them in the newspaper or saw
them in a stadium.

There was George “Babe” Ruth, Ted “Splendid Splinter” Williams or “Sad” Sam
Jones in baseball. Lou Gehrig was known as the Iron Horse. Lawrence Berra was
known as Yogi. Nolan Ryan was the Express.

In basketball, Wilt Chamberlain was christened Dippy for his shots at the offensive
goal. In football Harold “Red” Grange was known as the Galloping Ghost.

Physical characteristics also played a part in nicknames. William Robinson, the
musician and producer from Motown Records, is well-known by his nickname of
Smokey given to him by his family because of his light complexion.

Various neighbors of ours known as “characters” also had nicknames. There was
Uncle Tippy or Moshi or Bishy. Gitls I went to school with that did not like their given
names of Helen and Renee so they went by Cricket and Poochy. Catfish, as you can
guess, was a local boy who loved to fish for certain pescatarial species. Chug was so
named because he loved to drink a bottle when he was a baby.

I gained a nickname as a child because of my physical standing, My uncle called me
Bones while my brother was called Wireback because we were both tall and lanky.
Alas, I am no longer tall and lanky and my wife has taken to giving me nicknames
which I care not to print here. She does call me darling more than anything though.

Believe it or not, there is an art to giving someone a nickname. I say an art because
anyone can get a nickname for any reason and so nicknames can be cheapened by
giving someone a name that is derogatory. I suspect that the dearth of nicknames
today has its genesis in what our culture feels that they are demeaning to a person’s
character. That may be true. But I also believe that the lack of nicknames has changed
for two other reasons.

First, it is considered quaint. The younger generations today, who spend their personal
time socializing in a different manner than we did, do not see any value in doing so.
For us it could be entertaining; for them there are better ways to entertain yourself.

Second, the genre of nicknames, if you will, has morphed into the realm of user
names given the place that technology has in our culture. So today someone may go
online as Mydaddysgirl or Techno1234. These are the accepted nicknames of the
younger generation.

Unfortunately, in my opinion, it doesn’t hold the same allure that a good nickname
from the past did.

—© 2024 by Ed Cuneo who hails from South Jersey. Ed Cuneo is a “Jersey Farm Boy” born
and raised and still residing in Southern New Jersey with his wife, Teresa, daughter Anna and
her rescue dog Henry. A retired school teacher, he owns the last 14 acres of bhis grandparents’
Jarm where he has a market garden which serves as much as a place of quiet reflection as it does

Jor its bountiful food supply.
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DeLand

DeLancd’'s ONLY
Quilt Shop &
Sewing Store!

Check Class Schedule &
Shop Online Anytime at
www.OceansofThread.com

GRAND

O CEANS

ﬁ/w

e Quality Quilting Fabrics

* Computerized & Custom Longarm Services |I\T E\I\(I) Egg;‘:?o?ﬁ

* Bernina Certified In-House Machine Repairs NOV 231
(over 20 yrs. experience) ) -

* Handi Quilter Technician

BERNINA -

NEW LOCATION! made fo creale

1250 State Rd. 15A Suite 4 & 5
Deland, FL 32720

Tues-Thur 10-5; Fri-Sat 10-3
386-337-5528

I LOVE A MAN
WHO CAN COOK.

J?mf a man Who Can, codk Lovesme.

| ! (N = - P Q
! > e WA o L. s 2
\ \ . p’n u /’;ry’a“ /) \ ?IJ"L‘I' "\_J ” F )'::34: . il »__.)I .. .-u y I‘. f ’ Ll

1 Cav Mo o’tﬁm ANSURA mahftﬁm thanks,
A and M and, everu Thanks. Vjﬁakeyeare

Otﬂ (%at Cu{ne (()Jz %’ AT,

. . . To make holiday memories and share your magic. I’ll be
celebrating on my blog, as usual, with festive recipes, decorating,

tips, and ALL GOOD NEWS... come say Hi at susanbranch.com!

With love (@ srah'l'udz, ® C?A/-)awv %M

¢ |
‘\-.‘t i ]

- I.
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brotherf JANOME o BLIKKN

T=SEWING
<A STUDIO ™

PABRIC SUPERSTORE E';w

~—p Orlando: (407) 831-6488

9605 S US HWY 17/92 MAITLAND, FL 32751
MON. - FRI. 9AM - 7PM | SAT. 9AM - 5PM | SUN. CLOSED @

~— Lady Lake: (352) 753-0219 |

918 BICHARA BLVD LADY LAKE, FL 32159
MON. - SAT. 9AM - 5PM | SUN. CLOSED

N A
‘V"‘

Receive a Pattern at EACH store!

Finishing Kits available for purchase at each shop.

Participating

‘ A Quilting Palette
732 S. US Hwy 441 ¢ Lady Lake
352-751-0405
www.aquiltingpalette.com

The

Superstore
9605 US Hwy 17-92 ¢ Maitland
407-831-6488

PRIZES: $75 and $50 Shopping Sprees!

Nana's Quilt Shop
18851 Cortez Blvd ¢ Brooksville
352-796-0011

www.nanasquiltshop.com

Visit ALL 7

Stores!

. The Sewing Studio at Lady Lake
918 Bichara Blvd. ¢ Lady Lake
352-753-0219
www.sewing.net

Sewing Studio Fabric Sew-Mini Things

3820 N Highway 19 A * Mt. Dora

352-483-0082

www.sewminithings.com

www.sewing.net

. Piece by Piece
Beyond The Stitches 6917 Round Lake Rd * Mount
979 N. Suncoast Blvd. Dora

Airport Plaza, Crystal River
352-794-3289

321-398-2814
www.piecebypiecequilts.com

www.beyondthestitches.com

Passports cost $7 prior to start of Shop Hop, $10 during Shop Hop.

e
4

Only 1 passport per person. « Passports are non-refundable.‘LAA

4V

Participants must be 9 years old or older. {}k‘:
Must be present to have your passport stamped. ‘:Q}k
Must have stamp from all stores to “ﬁrr
be in Grand Prize Drawings. 1 ‘!LL

Winners have 30 days from the :z}
end of Shop Hop to claim prizes. ) y
P

Please do not ask stores to make exceptions to these rules. A'VJ‘L
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Mount Dora

K| SEW-MINI Things

V' “It’s where the boys are”

4500+ Bolts of Quality Fabrics
Personalized Fabric Selection Assistance

JLUIKIE

SEWING, SERGERS, EMBROIDERY AND LONG ARMS

Come experience the difference of
shopping with the boys.

In-Store Shopping, Shop Online,
Store Pick-Up or Shipping Available

3820 N HWY 19A

Mount Dara, FL 32757
352-483-0082
http://sewminithings.com

Tuesday—Saturday
10am—4pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

|
Amy and Rachel during a recent visit to CO.

Matthew (her boyfriend) and Rachel before a concert at Red Rocks.

Mﬂunt Dnra FL

Hours:

Bunco and Aunt Tootie!

by Wayne M. Bosman

If 1 had designed the wotld, every family I ~~
would have an Aunt Tootie, or someone like B \ I \I k_/ O
her. My Aunt Tootie was my Dad’s sister, who

married my Uncle Jack too late to have children. To compensate, and as an outlet for
her overabundance of love, my brothers, sister and I became her “children.”

Aunt Tootie and Uncle Jack visited every Monday evening, bringing along fruit and
other staples, but more importantly for us boys, a selection of Mars bars that contained
cach of our favorites. The Monday night ritual of waiting for their arrival began right
after supper while we looked out the window waiting for them to appear with “The
BAG.” Aunt Tootie is worthy of a whole book, or at least a much longer story, but that
is not for now.

They were with us for every major holiday, whether they came to our house or we
went to their apartment in town. Thanksgiving feasts were memorable and usually at
our house outside of town, where we had plenty of room to run around. Right after
the meal ended, we boys sprawled out around the living room, watching the football
game that was the main event. Dad would fall asleep in his chair usually, and Uncle
Jack had his regular seat at the end of the couch. It was the Packers against the Lions
back then and as important as the NFL. Championship game. The game would end
and we would wander back to the table for pies and desserts.

Wisconsin weather does not set its schedule by holiday plans, however, and whether

it was because of rain or snow there were times when we were all stuck inside. That
was when Aunt Tootie taught us Bunco.

She loved games, and things would usually start with one or two of us sitting talking
to her at the corner of the dining room table. She would get out a deck of cards maybe
and we would play War or Crazy Eights. Authors was another favorite, but things got
too noisy for my dad when we played Pit or Slap Jack. Aunt Tootie’s favorite game was
a dice game called Bunco or Airplane Bunco. We got out a pad of paper and the oldest
usually kept score. We laughed and played until the scorekeeper got tired of keeping
score and passed the pad to the next oldest. By the time I was old enough to go to
school, I had painlessly learned addition and subtraction, often while looking over my
brother’s shoulder to make sure that he didn’t cheat while keeping score. When Yahtzee
came along, I got good at multiplication. Aunt Tootie taught us Poker too, with betting
taking place from the penny jar, or if it were too empty from Mom’s button box,
which was always full.

Over the years I forgot the rules to Bunco. I had always assumed that it was a game
that Aunt Tootie made up. I had not heard of the game again until about a month ago
when my daughter mentioned going to a Bunco party with some friends. The internet
says that Bunco parties are all the rage. I got a refresher on the rules, which were much
as I remembered them. I wouldn’t be surprised if someone markets a Bunco computer
now, since that is the way the world has evolved. But not for me.

For me, Bunco will always be Aunt Tootie’s game, bringing back memories of who
she was to me. How she laughed. How she still used words like “dasn’t” when she
admonished us. How she always kept some peppermint candies in her pocketbook or
coat pocket to hand out quietly as she was leaving, as if it were just our little secret.
How she loved.

-© 2024 Wayne M. Bosman is a retired anto mechanic living in Cape Carteret, NC. His
email is whosman1(@gmail.com.

6917 Round Lake Road
Mount Dora, FL 32757

(321)398-2814
www.piecebypiecequilts.com

M-F 10am-5pm

Saturday 10am-4pm

£ @
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» xyKILABLE o‘}er 300 bolts of 108" backing fabric at $12. 99/Vard 300 BOIts

Dade City

Quarte,
F: a-bnc ,
tr lps y_:

. o

{ Mlchgfl Miller :

ey Blakp s Rob

. f LQﬂ]"ldLOT.S'more.Ll %fg;, m ,.?
;

CRRDS ‘G H Qu;ﬂlty unbranded at $5. 99/yard R

Over 800 bolts of batiks at $9 99/yard | SRRREC
= - e L OfGrung,e

Slf\op onlme 24—/ 2
at QuiltedTwins.com
with $7 shipping nationwide

Tuesdays: 9:15am to 1 pm A
Thursdays: 12:30 pm to 5:30 pm - Stos h @ge .4 :

Saturdays: 9 am to 3 pm *Qui itsf
Other Hours by Appointment -Wonéﬁl ]

HERE

Parking:
room for
trucks,

trailers

(1 -'-“5 '|I|(. l'"f"ﬁ-“ﬁi-""i |

Come Sew ...in 0

Only $8.00

Wins F@b show with kagutte it ;
é’ Mb"ﬂ ay and Friday Bring up to 8 friends for

. AlSO 0 YOUTUBE at pnvate shopping at ou: :»'-'
T ms Channel 4]

|
¥

VOTED #1 LQ.S' in the U.S.'A
111 the BYANNIE contest’

Qu11tedTw1ns com® Over 250 I-'Tee Patterns on the website
Becky’s Quilts & Designs * Rachael’s Deals & Finds

Call or Text (352) 507-8458 to schedule your group’s outing.

13829 US Hwy 98 Bypass * Dade City, FL 33525 ¢ Just 25 miles north of Tampa
Facebook Group: Quilted Twins — Scrap Quilting and More with Becky
Facebook Page: Quilted Twins — Fabric Deals with Rachael
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Clermont, Dade City, Lakeland

Specializing in

Cano@ l/l,S Iy
FRAME-UP i

& NEEDLEWORK SHOP Needlework
ll;(a /%m’g/ & /[/‘ﬂ/l(//( Charity Room

At Cross Stitoh & /Veea/@o//(t

New Street Number & Shop Phone: Hours:

2052 E Edgewood Dr..

863-583-4974 Shop
Lakeland, FL 33803

863-450-9399 Cell

Mon-Fri 11am-5pm
Sat 1pm-5pm

QUILTERS ANONYMOUS

COME VISIT US OUT ON
THE FARM

9225 PINE ISLAND ROAD
CLERMONT, FL. 34711

OPEM TUESDAY THRU SATURDAY 9-3
CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

MODA, Wilmington, Riley Blake, Andover

We also carry 108" backing , thread, notions,

patterns and precuts!|

,»!",

352-267-6132
352-241-6768

4000 + bolts of fabric!

NEW
QUILT SHOP
IN CLERMONT

662 E Hwy 50
Clermont, FL 34711
(352) 932-3226

www.BlackDogQuilt.com

Black V)sy

QuUILT SHO

RS)

QUILTERSSELECT

Tuesday - Friday 10am - 5pm
Saturday 10am - 3 pm

{1O)

Nestled in the corner
breezeway of the
Southlake (WinnDixie) Plaza

Professional Longarm Quilting Services and
< & Quilt Shop offering over 50 Wide Backs

Convemenﬂy
! located off 175,
exit 285 or 293

16700 Bellamy Brothers Bivd.
Dade City, FL 33523
352-523-4098 Ei

Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri 9-4 Wed 9-3
(closed 1st Wed)

18215 E. Apshawa Rd. ¢ Clermont, FL 34715

£
FRE 561-262-5597 + blhg1761@aol.com

pick \\D"
& ne\we
A oi clermont!

Long Arm omltlng Edge-to—Edge Bmdmg Memory Omlts
Custom Quilts * Labels « Backing Preparation « And more!
Competitive Pricing!
VERY Experienced! 10% OFF Longarm Quilting

Bernina Q 24 with
computerized Q Matic

Expires 12/31/24 New customers only

[ HI_J,_,J g J'Ulufﬁ

- EE

SINGER VIKING PFAFF

OVER 10K BOLTS OF FABRICS
NOTIONS & PATTERNS

SEWING MACHINE SERVICE ~ CALL FOR 'n'EELY SPECIAL

CLASSES & EVENTS

OUR COLLECTION OF RARE
FABRICS IS CONTINUALLY

EXPANDING AND INCLUDES
HARD-TC-FIND OPTIONS.

SCAN

ME

=1
FOLLOW US TO WATCH ALLYSONS LIVE
UNBOXING VIDEOS!

® 863680325
£ FYAREHOUSE@TANPABAY RRCOM
© 3030 N FLORIDA AVE LAKELAND. FL 33805

PFAFF O Goo

Oma%ig G‘i{;t'

With close to seventy Christmases behind me, | have many memories of this
special holiday that have been set aside to celebrate the birth of our Savior. My
parents, from the Greatest Generation, started some traditions that carried over to
my own family. And you can imagine my delight to watch my adult children
carrying out some of the same traditions in their families today.

One such tradition stands out as | go down memory lane. In 1993, my husband
lost his job. When Christmas rolled around, money was tight. What little we had
was earmarked for food, clothing, and shelter. Only the necessities.

Instead of fretting about the lack of
Christmas presents, | decided we
needed to be positive and focus on
what we could do, not what we
couldn’t. Out of prayer, thanksgiving,
family love, and creativity, | birthed
giving gifts from our hearts that
Christmas. Always the teacher, | used
this time for teachable moments for our
four daughters, ages five to fifteen.

We traded out store shopping for
homemade presents. No Pinterest back

then. We didn't even have the internet. But we had our imaginations, no cost
involved. | was amazed at the ideas our daughters came up with, even helping one
another, and talking about their secret gifts behind closed doors.

We got creative when we planned our own family recital with singing and
musical instruments. Our voices, violin, clarinet, and saxophone came together for
the best Christmas songs I've ever heard, even with “off notes” and a mistake here
and there. But it didn’t matter. Our recital endeavor came from our hearts. We
even made a plan to go Christmas caroling and take our voices to others.

Our idea to make our own Christmas presents and focus on our hearts was not
original. No, it wasn’t. Our parents had learned to give gifts from the heart and
make things from home during the Great Depression. Simple and homemade gifts
repeated again during World War Il with the government mandated rations and
push for the war bonds.

Cloth dolls and teddy bears created from socks delighted little children.
Grandpas whittled toys from wood. Lip smacking could be heard a mile away
when popcorn balls, straight out of the kitchen, were made, even when sugar
rations pinched holiday baking.

Yes, our Christmas of 1993 still stands out to me. Our family discussions
surrounding the true meaning of Christmas ramped up. We were focused on
Christ’s birth and His plan of salvation more than the usual glitz, glitter, and glamour
of the commercialized holiday. The tradition of homemade gifts continued in our
family after that particular year as our daughters grew up.

Today, almost thirty years later, instead of store-bought gifts in our much bigger
extended family, we make contributions to missionaries and other good works in
honor of each other. Volunteering for Operation Christmas Child through
Samaritan’s Purse and making goodie bags for the homeless keep us busy around
the holidays. We continue to visit nursing homes and sing Christmas carols as we
reach out to others.

The heartache of a lost job in 1993 turned from ashes to beauty. Fortitude,
family love, and a can-do spirit wrapped us up together in one big gift, and it still
does to this day.

Becky Van Vleet, a retired school administrator, lives near Colorado Springs with her husband, Troy. They are

the parents of four grown children and enjoy spending time with their nine grandchildren. Becky is a children's
picture book author, and her website is devoted to family stories and creating memories: www.beckyvanvleet.com.
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Winter Haven

AntiCipation by Janet M Bair

Recently, our quilt guild held a sale of surplus donated fabrics. You could fill up a
shopping bag for five dollars. I was astounded at the array of different Christmas
prints other members lovingly shopped for over the years.

I eagerly filled my bag because “new to me” fabric means possibilities. Now that my
ten-year-old granddaughter, Eva, is interested in sewing and crafts, I am happy to
share my bargains with her. Sometimes I think the best part of the holiday season is
anticipation.

I am always asking myself: “What can I make with this? Who can I give it to?” I love
making different Christmas ornaments every year. One year, I crewel embroidered
little birds and stuffed them with batting. I have made tiny patchwork stockings, fabric
covered Styrofoam balls, small embroidery hoop ornaments, and decoupaged wooden
ones. Felt, glitter, velvet-- you name it, I have used it. Some ornaments were more time
consuming than others. Some were so hard; I'll never make them again! But it doesn’t
feel like Christmas if I’'m not making something,

I know that I don’t have to make everyone on my Christmas list a homemade gift,
but I like to put some “heart” into my gifts. I would rather be snug at home making a
gift when it’s snowing rather than trudging through dozens of stores searching for
items.

I like making useful things. Last year, our family was celebrating Christmas in Florida
and my daughter could only find long sleeve and long pants Christmas pajamas for her
children. I made matching pajama shorts out of a red and brown gingerbread print for
the four grandchildren. My daughter paired them with red short sleeve T-shirts. They
worked for the photos and everyone was comfortable instead of sweltering,

Whatever I end up sewing this year, I will be sure to pick something fun, relaxing
and simple enough to finish. Years ago, I stayed up until midnight finishing a gift. I
was so tired on Christmas day that I decided I would never do that again. It’s more
important to me to enjoy the day and the people around me.

Anticipating the grandchildren’s reactions to what I create is a lot of fun. Our quilt
guild has a holiday potholder exchange. You can make a potholder with a Christmas,
Hanukkah, or winter theme and bring it in a plain brown bag. Each person gets to pick
whichever bag they want. Anticipating the surprise is half the fun.

Many of our Christmas carols are about anticipating the momentous event when
God gave the most amazing gift of all: Jesus. We sing “O come, O come, Emmanuel...”
We look forward to God being with us. We look for signs of the baby in the manger
and with each Christmas season, we remember. We search out hearts to invite Him to
live in us.

Christmas is a time of touching that wonder. The wonder of the shepherds and the
Magi and that special star all invite us to come to the manger again, and remember.

I hope that you have a fun time creating things this holiday season and enjoy your
family and friends. If your family is anything like my family, you will also have fun
anticipating the after-holiday sales to stock up on supplies to make things through the
wintet!

- © Janet M. Bair of Ansonia, CT. You may contact her at librarybain@hotmail.com

Your Quilting & Sewing Destination!

Heartieltl
Quilting &
sewing

i
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Repairs & Service of all Makes & Models
Lots of new Fabrics & Classes
Sewing Machine Sales

We have expanded our
sewing supplies, tapes, braids,
zippers and threads!

Glide Thread
ba
Kids Club \E“_@

Heart to Heart

QUILT SHOP

Now in ONE Location in Winter Haven:
High Pointe Business Center
6310 Cypress Garden Blvd., SE * Winter Haven, FL 33884
863.298.8185 » www.myhearttoheartquilting.com
Monday-Friday: 9am-4pm e Saturday: 9am-2pm

“The Quilt Shop Where Everybody Knows Your Name!”

Lentil Soup

from Kerri Habben Bosman
Ingredients:

1 cup lentils

2 quarts water
8 beef bouillon

Salt, pepper, garlic powder
(a pinch-about "2 tsp each)
2 bay leaves.

Instructions:
Simmer the above for 1 hout, and then add:
2 chopped carrots

1 diced turnip

2 stalks celery, diced

1 medium onion, chopped

1/3 cup oil
1 tablespoon red wine vinegar with a splash of sugar
1 can stewed tomatoes, chopped-reserve liquid.

Simmer for 2 hour or until vegetables are tender. Combine 3 tablespoons corn starch
with reserved tomato liquid. Bring to boiling; briskly stir the corn starch mixture into
the soup.

-Submitted by Kerri Habben Bosman - My mother always made this soup for the Christmas Eve
meal. 1t is her recipe that she tested and tweaked until she was happy with it. She often substituted
vegetable bouillon for the beef to matke it vegetarian.

- . e

Fabrics ¢ Classes
Books « Patterns

Sewing Machines
Sales & Service

Ask about our
Learn to Sew Classes

1120 6th St. SW
Winter Haven, FL

www.heartfeltquilting.com

Longarm Quilting Machines

JANOME

=7 Handi
e Quilter

863-299-3080

Tues - Sat 10am - 4pm
Closed Sun & Mon

n PATRICIA ROBERTS, OWNER
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Lake Placid, Sebring Brooksville, Plant City

O N Eam “h?ﬁ_QﬂTﬁ HF | ﬂ T ° :::
[l nas un [l ul 5 o A O
Lowest La ga m R tals $1 Slhr
", CELEBRATION OF COLOR QUILT SHOW ¢ S Crafty Quilters Nana’s Lowes ~Lon l' en
™ L - L 4 L ]
z Jan. 31 & Feb. 1 * 10-4 s1 Ofday %) 13221 US Hwy 98 = ‘ ; Around! | =y 1l e . . N
« GENESIS CENTER » O & Sebring, Fl 33876 s |
First Presbyterian Church of Lake Placid * 218 E. Belleview 5t.* Lake Placid, FL
. : . @, 863-658-2148 Crafty Quilters |
100+ Quilts, Vendors, Boutique, Crafters, Demos, Basket Mania & .
* Queen Size Celebration of Color Raffle Quilt * ™ [ www.craftyquiltersfl.com
Email: heqg.sebring@gmail.com for info. Facebook: HC Quilt Guild D) & J A N o M E :
HNE BN " NN BER U NN BN Y EDE ER @ =Y Cortez Blvd. ¢ Brooksville, FL34601
@' S . nanasqulltshop com
s R . Reliability by Design
b BOLD NOTION. ) Hing
a0 S0l drctacot o e Sorae cnomers padien i U g, Janome Sales and Service , wing
| \ -
MACP I LoRIMSPARADE Longarm Services e g N R b Brooksville FL ~esosseems
G N | REHTAG SHTHGAO S Fabric, Notions, Classes,& Sew Much More V’ N\ * Check out our website for classes & events or Shop Online:  BoldN JLJ[I:UHQI_JIETLIH‘I_._-‘,.{ om
DNPLLABTOOTFTFRNMNI CE 1 With Bold Notion Quilting ©
g f voe ; 2 E = b : E A0 NRE IE: ? Please join us live on Wednesdays at
Mo I ¥V S V I U A A -
FUP I ©LDVTWYTEHNURNG A 7pm. We Share_new items plus we show guper gaV|"gg 0”
R FKENAETI I | RBNEHNAT our newest projects. We have funand [
Il F I Y YOVEDTENIKTG GHO O we would love for you to come on in Brolther MaChlneg
E I N DA AUV A RRAEAZY T NP 0 o
M N PNLDREIRAETLTZPUADOD n LIVE and say Hi. NOV ,st‘Dec ,4ﬂ'l Llfe In Skunk HO"OW by Julie A. Druck
DG I AMTS VY MWTRTEF OFP E -
S ¥y E K RUTRG®SB A | ERMMH Text Join and Your Email address to 863-733-3541 BeSt & WOl‘St - Maklng Othel‘S Feel vaIUEd
H ARVESTNUVEAOEYAS To Stay Up To Date With Shop Information - o I find peoPle fascin_ating. And 1 ﬁgd them even more so Wh(?n they are _sharing
H & A UGS OUEHSRANLWA : . 1*“ . about their life, experiences, and passions. I've lately begun a simple practice that
R FaAaMILYLATTLADEEDHM BEACH FORLTH EpdiGrl: I NE T \ teases out the things that light people up. It’s really rather simple — I just ask the
P v - e e Lo SRR AR - - person to share the best and worst of an experience. Usually it’s in relation to their job
CELEBRATION MOUIDAY SQUASH _ " or life’s work, but it can also be ab.out an event, a trip, or something they’ve _beetn
Tltr::\:{:H{HY ::\::ﬂl—l: POTATOES :rﬁ-:.?:'r-r[;f-lzr;:frm”} : : : g lel through. ]ust recently 1 got a “behind-the-scenes” look into a man’s 6—year stnt in
% FEAST NOVEMBER I—Ei&él 10N N f_ E -= i ! Year E"d alé: be%ng a staff Photggrapher for an NFL team, heard the frustrations anc} benefits of
> FOOD PILGRIMS TURKEY _ S KY L | N E Iﬂ Dec 27" & 28th Aol being an electrical lineman for three decades, and was amazed by the sharings of a 90-
FRIENDHS PUMPIIN PIE vases . 10am-4pm SIUARS S year-old man who looks (and acts) more like 70.
EATHERING : Anniversary Editions S?AE 56-45 S3AE (v) Recei I can’t express how much I love doing this. Upon asking myself why I enjoy the
. eceive up to $6,000 P & p & my; y L enjoy
JANOME iAo s Bl e 30 A) O FF in savin gsvoff fhe $;11fchase of practice so much, I think it’s because I realize that doing so makes people feel seen,
G - — oy g o b B T STOREWI DE lect Brother N hines! recognized, and valued. When someone takes the time and care to genuinely express
sl AV e L1 = 5 (Excludes Services) select brother machines: intetrest in anothet’s life (even if only for a few minutes), it seems to make them feel
= j special and honored. Without fail, every single time 1 do this, I notice that when
N " people share about things that are important to them, they — physically — light up to
gl,\o [ Proiect bhotos & details can be digitall Get what's on YOUR, Chiristmas list: some degree. And the feeling I get from making others feel valued in this way lights
W Wy %Ou)'b km/)llted/ P’?DJ&JK o ) ) p ) g y - Mark your favorite shops in this paper me up. Such a simple little practice that costs me nothing but a few minutes of time
' submitted to: amy@theregisterweb.com. : . . . . seems to give others such a boost. Why would I not want to invest in that?
S & \Ax . . 5% Ax * Add a note if you saw something specific you would like
end us your photos of a completed project for a chance  :::: Or mailed to: The Register, e . : : : . ,
P § r . poe . , i i = : o (Tl e (77 e 0 e T e 2 e -© Julie Druck is from York, Pennsylvania, and writes from her farm in Skunk Hollow. Shed
to be featured in an upcoming issue of The Register! d PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028 ¥ “See some ideas for Christmas gifts inside.” welcome your comments at thedrucks@netero.com.
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\ ,‘_\\~ \ Wow & certified shop
N / K/MBERBELL
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‘_ Florida’s destination

quilt shop. Located
N ov : ‘ ' Quilting /- minutes from I-4in Historic > ()1 /g,
’ ALL 44,, Fabric Semng DOWntOWHPIantC”y ‘-::EIWI]NG rl-.II:J.?INITUﬂ.E 1 ’ 0

14-15-16

$11/yard - includes
all first run fabric

Moda, Northcott, QT,
Blank, Free Spirit,

. Plant City, FL 33563
Michael Miller & more!

Mon-Sat 10-4 813-704-4867
Fabrics, Notions, Books,
Patterns, Classes,
Sewing & Embroidery

Machines

\
: 101 N. Collins Street
|
]

2ND ANNUAL **™
TENT GALE!

@

2,000+ Bolts in Stock!

2 Computerized
Handi-Quilters

Providing Long
Arm Services

We offer edge-to-edge computerized
quilting from 3 cents per square inch. /
Hundreds of patterns!

online caleng
ar
for lots of great
classes & events!

Open Mon. - Sat. 9-4 * 919-603-4680
1222 Josephine Ct.,, * Sebring, FL

Shop online at /"\
www. InsplreFabrlcs com\ \ >

Find uson @

Meg’s Custom Quilting

Nt \\
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Lutz, Tampa

QUILTER’S WORKSHOP OF TAMPA BAY
2024 QUILT SHOW * NOVEMBER 15-16
HIGGINS HALL AT ST. LAWRENCE CHURCH

5225 N Himes Ave. * Tampa, FL 33614
Friday 9am-5pm ¢ Saturday 9am—4pm
$10 Admissions Fee

Additional Information:
www.quiltersworkshoptampa.org

Vendor Mall !
Boutique E
Charity Mini Quilt Auction <
Gift Basket Walk <
Food Truck >

OPPORTUNITY QUILT
Drawing on Saturday

I
I
I
I
I
\

Sweet Darling
cez Quilts o

! Sweet Darling Quilts is for sale!. \

| am SEW grateful for vour support over
these 13 years!

Contact me if you or someone you know is interested

ih buqir\g the store... serious ir\quires ONL\I, pIease.

Classes & Retreats Continue!

Slgnups are underwa\q for our March 2025
No-Frills Retreat!

SP® Don't forget to use those SDQ Gift Cards! SSP

RRRRRRRRRRRRRRIRRRIRIRRRRIRIRRRIRIRIRIRINRIS

26230 Wesley Chapel Blvd, Lutz FL = (813) 994-2934
sweetdarlingquilts.com &% Mon-Fri 103, Sat 10-3

QM&O\& 0ve

L ONGARM
Quilting & Finishing Services

813-491-4133

12866 Commodity Place
Westchase, Tampa, FL 33626

Easy
Mail-Order Quilting

Services!

www.quiltlovelongarm.com

Edge-to-edge Quilting Er‘iﬁm

Custom Quilting
T-Shirt Quilts
Longarm Education

oy
L

Would your group
SN or guild like to receive éﬁ
o W FREE COPIES of each iccue |
% e~ of The Florida Regictar?
SR Juet gend an email to

N\ ade@ TheRegicterWeb.com
\ \ €. or call 1-€66-€25.0217

Let ue know how e =)
many copieg (25 minimurm) i

| and a cfrest chipping addrece.

GI“RbFRI@ NP WISPOM

n:.: -+ "':

, c!h‘ LRy
__?gil_ Appomfmem
A%, Reminder

!\g

What would we do without Appointment Reminders?

[ receive them ag a Text, an Email, and once in awhile on a little card.
Life ie very busy, and the time fliee by o quickly that we really need
and appreciate a way to keep ue on track.

Some of the meseages actually brighten my day!

“Thanke for echeduling your appointment with us. We're reaching out
to confirm your upcoming appointment on (date) at (time) for (purpose).
You're all get!”

Short, to the point, and givee me a feeling that - all ie good in my world!
Receptionicte have told me that reminders greatly cut down on no-shows
and late arrivale for appointmente. A tool for good buginege practices that
flows over to good service for the entire day.
len’t it alwayg the emall thinge that make a big difference in daily life.

r.
< GIRLFRIEND WISDOM
“Rejoice in the little thinge and they will continue to grow!”
(just a reminder!) o

W*EF Joy & Blessings,

E L
el

Girlfriend Wisdom is written and illustrated by Jody Houghton®.
For celor files of this writing, contact Jody at: jodyhoughton®msn.com

HAPPY w
VETERANS DAY

11T TH NOVEMBER
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16541 Pointe vlllage Dr. SUIte 108 Lutz, FL 33558

(Conveniently located near the Suncoast Parkway and S.R. 54)
M-F 10-6 SAT. 10-5 - 813-749-0888 - www.scrapandsew.com

Quality Quilt Shop Fabrics
Notions & Patterns
Classes / Private Lessons
- 3A:4 Embroidery Software
s Software Training

nﬂ"" Online Store

Exclusive PFAFF and Husqvarna Viking
Dealer for Sewing Machine Sales & Service

PFAFF

Featuring the Designer Epic 3!
e Largest Embroidery Area - 460mm x 450 mm
* Free Arm Embroidery & Reversible Embroidery
* 9mm Stitch Width & Built in Walking Foot

* Embroider with Beads, Ribbon or
Yarn with optional attachment

* Owners' classes included in purchase!
Come See ML=
ALL the
Fabulous
Features!

Perfection starts here.™

[WHusqvarna  VIKING’

Fme\ ;[,»OR-N Ede —

“lcon 2. and Icon owners are

Invited to join our PFAFF
FRI 2/ N OV 2 9 creative icon 2. and icon
SAT, , NOV. 30 Facebook group. 2,000+
Infernational members
Storewide sharing their ideas!

Special owner’s classes &
project classes through zoom.”

Repair Service Available on Most Machine Brands!
PFAFF and Viking Certified Technician. Call for appt. today!

Present this
Coupon and Save

. 10% OFF

720

ENTIRE
PURCHASE!

(excludes classes, sewing Quilt
machines, mySewnet
subscriptions, or software) K Ambition

NOT valid on NOV. 29-30 635

i i 2.

Passport 3.0
the quilter’s
traveling

e
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Clearwater, Holiday,
Lakewood Ranch, Palmetto, St. Petersburg

November 15 (9:00-4:00) , ot Oudls Expo -
November 16, 2024 (9:00-2:30) 29!

Harvest United Methodist Church
14305 Covenant Way
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

$10/day, free parking

www.manateepatchworkers.com
Facebook @ Suncoast Quilt Expo

Proudly Serving our
* Diverse Community for 10 Years! * 4

Join Us for a Month Long Celebration in December!

Professional Service with a Smile!

6798 Crosswinds Drive N., Suite C101
* St. Petersburg, FL 33710

Easy access from I-275, Exit for 22 Ave. N. & go west, one block S. of Tyrone Mall

Also shop online - etsy.com/shop/fabricsmart
Mon-Sat, 10 am to 5 pm | Sun, Noon to 5 pm

StampFest Winter 2025

Card Making, Rubber Stamping and Scrapbooking Show
%ow February 8 e Classes February 7 @ 3 Day Crop February 7
The Matheos Hall at The Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church
57 4090Ild Coachman Rd., Clearwater, FL 33765
~ www.stampfest.com or Call 727-376-6289

STORE CLOSING SALE!

“After 8 wonderful years of
serving this amazing
community, it is with mixed
emotions that we announce
the closing of A & A White
Sewing Center. We have
decided to retire and
begin a new chapter.”

~ Sherrie and Mike

G

 SEWING CENTER |
T TR

Store Closing Sale Starting NOW!
Discounts starting at 35% OFF!
Last day open Dec. 31 - or sooner

Stop in to take advantage of these GREAT deals!
Come share your memories and say “Goodbye."

Shop on-line! Use this reusable code at checkout: 12312024

Custom quilting, machine 4
services, and on-line classes 3
WILL continue! y

“Thank you for being part of our family. 1 %
We will cherish the memories and friendships b

we've made over the years."
~ Your friends from A & A White

4038 Louis Avenue, Suite 104, Holiday, FL » 727-232-6718

www.AAWhiteSewingCenter.com
Follow us: facebook.com/ sewhappy2016

New Extra Large Classroom!

uilters

Authorized Sales & Service of
Haven & More
“Woen Youre Ready for the Best”

Large

Husqvarna Viking
Sewing Machines & Sergers

Do you need your machine cleaned? We can help!
925 10* St. E (US Hwy 301) * Palmetto, FL 34221

Across from John Deere Tractors, south side of road in Colonial Center.
www.quiltershavenanmore.com
Facebook: quiltershavenllc. Instagram: quilters_haven_llc

3, 000+ Bolts of Fabric Closed Sun-Mon; Tues-Sat 10-3 * 941-729-0511

Country Quilts

1983 Drew St., Clearwater, FL. 33765

www.facebook.com/CountyQuiltsandBears

Open Tues—Sat IOam 4pm 727-461-4171
Batiks, Wools,Civil War, Flannels, Quilters’ Cotton, Children’s Prints,
Quilt Kits, and all the latest quilt books and patterns!

SeWing On-the-GO by Steve Baker
Why Every Child Deserves a Handmade Quilt

In a world increasingly dominated by mass-produced goods, the charm and
significance of handmade items often get overlooked. Handmade quilts are unique
symbols of love, care, and tradition among these treasures. Let's delve into why every
child deserves a handmade quilt, exploring the emotional, educational, and cultural
benefits of these special items.

A Tangible Expression of Love

Handmade quilts are more than just pieces of fabric stitched together; they are
tangible expressions of love. Each quilt is a labor of love, often taking weeks or even
months to complete. The time, effort and care invested in creating a quilt make it a
unique gift that conveys deep affection. For a child, receiving a handmade quilt can be
a profound experience, as it constantly reminds them of the love and care of the
person who made it - even if the child isn't completely aware of it at the time.

Comfort and Security

Children often form strong emotional attachments to their belongings and a
handmade quilt can become a cherished item that provides comfort and security. The
softness of the fabric, warmth and familiar patterns and colors can all contribute to a
sense of safety and well-being. In times of distress or anxiety, a child can find solace in
their quilt, making it a valuable emotional support tool. That is why organizations
such as Project Linus and Quilts for Kids are so crucial for distressed children.
Encouraging Creativity and Imagination

Handmade quilts often feature a variety of colors, patterns and designs that can
stimulate a child's creativity and imagination. The intricate details and unique
combinations of fabrics can inspire children to think creatively and explore their artistic
side. Additionally, quilts can be storytelling tools, with each patch or design element
representing a different part of a story or theme.

Preserving Traditions

Quilting is a time-honored tradition that has been passed down through generations.
By giving a child a handmade quilt, we help to preserve this important cultural heritage.
Quilts often tell stories of the past, reflecting the history and experiences of the people
who made them. By sharing these stories with children, we can help them better
appreciate their cultural roots and the importance of preserving traditions.

Celebrating Diversity

Handmade quilts can also celebrate cultural diversity by incorporating different fabrics,
patterns and techniques from various cultures worldwide. Exposing children to these
diverse elements can help them develop a greater understanding and appreciation for
different cultures. This can foster a sense of inclusivity and respect for others, which
is essential in today's global society.

Customization and Personalization

One of the greatest advantages of handmade quilts is the ability to customize and
personalize them to suit the individual needs and preferences of the child. From
choosing the fabrics and colors to incorporating special designs or motifs, a handmade
quilt can be tailored to reflect the child's personality and interests. This level of
personalization makes the quilt a truly unique and meaningful gift.

In a mass-produced world, handmade quilts are unique treasures offering far more
than physical warmth. They are heartfelt gifts that embody love, care and tradition,
making them invaluable for children. These quilts provide emotional comfort and
security, stimulate creativity and imagination and serve as a bridge to cultural heritage
and diversity. By giving a child a handmade quilt, we offer them a cozy blanket and a
piece of art that tells a story, celebrates individuality and fosters a sense of belonging.
A handmade quilt is a timeless gift that enriches a person's life in countless ways,
making it an exceptional and meaningful present, which is something every child
deserves.

-- ©Steve Baker is the Director of Marketing at SewEndipitons located at 1093.A Albright
Road in Rock Hill, South Carolina. Visit www.SewEndipitous.com for more information.
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Englewood, Rotonda West, Venice

Your local
quilt and
fabric shop
in beautiful
SW Florida.

C()'o j: 20)

CEDAR VALLEY CRAFTS
Handmade with Heart

Englewood’s ONLY Quilt & Fabric Shop!
« Shop our Cross-Stitch and Embroidery Kits and Floss.
. » We carry Sullivans Floss « Professional Quilt Finishing
« New Pre-Cuts and Patterns in store.
« Amish Quilts and handmade gifts ready for pickup.

Mon.-Fri. 10-6 Sat.10-3 Closed Sunday » 941-681-2313, |
_"232 N. Indiana Ave. « Englewood, FL’,

www.cedarvalleycrafts.com

cedarvalleycraftsFL@gmail.com
(TP, —SEEEEEEE_——E e ——_—

Christmas Traditions

Traditions are typically described as long-established customs or beliefs passed from
one generation to another. These may take many forms.

As a child I knew it was getting close to Christmas when my grandmother came over
to help my mother make fruit cake. Large plastic tubs of ingredients were mixed by
hand and I could not wait to get my little hands in there and help. I remember having
my hands and arms scrubbed clean, until I passed inspection, and standing on a chair
in order to reach. My grandmother called this mixing process “gooshing” the fruit
cake. I am not sure this is even a real word but I will never forget hearing her say it.

The best part to me was being able to lick my fingers when we were finished. Since
I did not like the cooked fruitcake, to me this was the wonderful culmination of the
entire process. I never did acquire a taste for the cake, but always I loved the raw
batter, so my mom would set aside a small cup of batter just for me. I remember
sitting down with that cup, grabbing a spoon and enjoying every drop of that heavenly
mixture.

Today the ‘cake police’ would shudder, since we’ve been warned not to eat uncooked
cookies or cakes, so I am very thankful that the ‘cake police’ did not exist at that time.
And, between you and me, I still love to use my finger and get the last drops of batter
from the bowl when I make a cake. My sweet husband knows this and when he makes
a cake, he brings me the bowl and spoon when he’s finished. It’s the little things in life
that make me happy. This is just one example.

The fruit cake tradition stopped with my mom because I never did develop a love
for fruit cake. I did however love the fruit tarts she would make and I continue to
make those, pecan tarts, and sugared pecans to this day. My daughter Tarrah once told
me that it did not feel like Christmas until she came home from school and could smell
the tarts or sugared pecans cooking. She now makes the tarts each year herself and has
passed that love to her son, Luke. It is my hope that when he marries, his wife will
want to make them too.

Other traditions in our family were in the form of gifts. When she was younger my
daughter was always allowed to open two gifts on Christmas eve. One would be a
book or small toy, the other would be Christmas Pajamas. She would wear the new
pajamas to bed that night and when pictures were taken on Christmas morning, they
would take on a festive feel. This tradition was shared by a friend when my daughter
was very young and I adopted for our family.

As she got older, I added a new fun tradition for Christmas day. Once all of the
presents were opened, she was allowed to search the trees, (we lived in a very large
older home and I put up numerous trees throughout), to look for an ornament she
had never seen. It was always something that opened. Inside she would find a small
piece of jewelry or a note with clues for a treasure hunt leading to a final surprise.
When she was old enough to get her driver’s license, the clue led to a key, and eventually
outside to her new car complete with a large bow on top. I smile at this memory
because my daughter used this same approach this past Christmas when my grandson
Luke received his car- red bow and all.

There was also the advent calendar. Ours was a mouse that moved to a new pocket
each day of the count down. Just to see if she noticed, her dad would sometime move
the mouse backwards when she was not looking. With a groan she would just move it
back to its rightful location. This advent calendar went with my daughter when she
married and she has used it all these years with my grandson. I've always wondered if
it will go with him when he marries and has a family of his own or stay with her as a
link to her childhood.

I’ve since heard of several traditions that I wished I had known when she was
younger. I love the idea of an “anticipation quilt.” This is a Christmas quilt that appears
on the child’s bed on Dec. 1 and then goes away on Dec. 26. Each year when it appears,
the child knows that Christmas is right around the corner and is wrapped up in a
‘Christmas hug’ each night as they wait.

Another is the progressive nativity. This is a nativity set with 24 pieces. Each day in
December a new piece is added with baby Jesus as the last piece to be put in place on
Dec. 24.

Finally, one family I know has the “hand made rule”. All gifts exchanged must be
made by the giver. I can image the wonderful memories created as the older children
and adults help the younger children make something to give to those they love. From
popsicle snowflakes to book marks and more, I can just feel the joy that would fill your
heart as you received one of these treasures.

Each family has its own unique way to celebrate, but 1 still believe that the best
tradition of all, is to gather together and enjoy each other’s company. May you, your
children, and your grandchildren enjoy the traditions passed down from those who
came before you while leaving room for new ones to make the season bright.

by Deb Heatherly

-© Deb Heatherly is a designer for Creative Grids® rulers and the anthor of eight popular
pattern books. Creative Grids® fans are invited to join bher Facebook group, “Grids Girls”,
Jor tips and inspiration, and two free mysteries each year. https:/ | www.facebook.com/
groups/ 770429649800457 /. Shop Owners are invited to join her group just for you,
“Grids Girls for Quilt Shop Owners Only” hitps:/ | www.facebook.com/ groups/
273593657256524.  Visit Deb’s website at www.Debscatsnquilts.com.
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11th Annual “Airing of the Quilts”
aturday, February 8, 2025 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m

Free Outdoor Quilt display and sale*
sponsored by the Sarasota Modern Quilt Guild
*, gy
Weather Permitting

Maxine Barritt Park,1800 S Harbor Drive, Venice, FL
www. SarasotaModernQuiltGuild1.com
I J

Searsport Rug Hooking

Classes, Events & Supplies for Rug Hooking,
Applique and Penny Rug work
Almost 5,000 sq. ft. of

Wools, Fabrics & Classroom!
* 1000’s of Yards of Wool
* Crane Designs & Karen Yaffee Design
all newest designs in stock
* 100’s of Kits for Applique & Stitchers
* Flannels that look like Wool!
* Largest Rug Hooking, Applique &
Punching Supplies in Southern USA!

*Largest SUEE'Z of Valdani Threads in FL!

So Many Classes...EACH Monthl
NO CLASS FEE - CHECK ONLINE CALENDAR FOR DATES!

Use our equipment, we'll teach you! ONLY pay for
materials. You must pre -register, call sign up online!

Pre -Hookin’ FREE THURSDAY
Event at the ShoP TITCHING GROUP 10-5!
Feb 3 Bring your lunch & project

We're Vending at Check website for Workshops!
the Punta F;?r da Spots fill up FAST. Sign up for our
H°°"l('; . emails to stay up to day on
FEB. 4-9-

special events, classes & more!

31 Chailett Road ¢ Suites 1 & 2 & 3
Rotonda West, FL « 941-828-1799

Tuesday-Friday 10am—-5pm; Open first Saturday of each month
Shop our website 24/7! www.searsportrughooking.com

nspired

by Susan Clay

Join a Quilt Guild — Become

Looking for new ideas for your quilting? One of the best
things I did for my quilting was to join a Quilt Guild. When
I joined a guild, little did I know I would not only meet new
friends, but that I would also come away with new inspiration
at every single meeting. Are you a beginning quilter who would
like to have some basic ideas for different projects? Join a
Quilt Guild. Are you an experienced quilter who feels your
design level has become a bit stale? Join a Quilt Guild.

Think of a Quilt Guild as the modern evolution of the
Quilting Bee. A quilting bee is loosely defined as “a social gathering at which the
participants make quilts.” Imagine walking into a room where all the people attending
love quilting, Imagine five people huddled over a table comparing the construction
technique of a specific quilt block. Sounds like fun, doesn’t it? Well, trust me, it is.

We quilters all know quilting can be an isolating hobby. We go into our “spot,”
whether it be a dining room table, a special sewing corner, or an entire room dedicated
to our love of quilting. Now, imagine sitting in a room full of people, all at different
quilting skill levels, who share your love of quilting. Oh wait. . .does that sound
intimidating? As a true introvert myself, it’s really not. You have the common
denominator of the love of quilting;

Just at a basic “Show and Tell” of a guild meeting, where members show off a
project or pattern, we will find beautiful examples of design modifications. If there is
a specific project being shown by all members at a meeting, the variety and interpretation
of the project can be endless with color and fabric selection. Experienced quilters can
often find that looking at a quilt pattern through the eyes of a new quilter gives an
entirely new perspective.

Many quilt guilds meet just once a month. However, with the presence of social
media, texting, and messaging in our lives, we don’t need to limit our sharing just to
the physical guild meeting. Most guilds now have a Facebook page and many have an
Instagram account. We can share our love of the craft often if we so wish.

When a quilt guild friend recently told me about her new quilting project and sent a
picture, it was inspiration for me. She had added a seasonal quilted piece to her front
vestibule. Though I don’t have a vestibule to decorate, I do have a perfect outside spot
to hang a small quilted seasonal piece.

And that, my friends, is what we gain from belonging to a Quilt Guild. It’s what
“Show and Tell,” sharing, and posting pictures does for us. . .it gives us inspiration and
ideas. Never underestimate the power of your quilted project on one another. So,
when you have finished that special table topper, baby quilt, throw, or bed-sized quilt,
don’t hide it away. And remember “Perfect is the enemy of finished”. Please share it
with your new guild friends. Be The Inspiration!

Search online for your local quilt guilds or some advertise in this publication. You
may be surprised at the choices available to you. Many guilds have open membership
and others begin membership in January. It doesn’t matter when you join; what is
important is that you join! You will always be inspired. Trust me.
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Punta Gorda

KYA White Dais

Fabric | Notions | Kits | Classes | Tours

941-347-8189

i . . Mon-Fri 10-5| Sat 9-3
thewhitedaisyquiltshop.com

Towles Plaza | 2705 Tamiami Trail | Punta Gorda, FL 33950

Ask during your visit or check our website for class
schedules, events and to sign up for our newsletter!

Peace River Quilters’ Guild’s 2025 Quilt Festival:

IT’S SEW WONDERIFUL

Judged Show - Over 300 quilts - Boutique - Quilt Appraiser - Vendors -
Raffle Quilt - Special Exhibits - Demos

Friday, Feb. 28, 2025
9:00 a.m. -5 p.m.

Saturday, Mar. 1, 2025
9:00 a.m. - 4 p.m.
DE=40 Charlotte Harbor Event Center

4 www.peaceriverquilters.or 75 Taylor St., Punta Gorda, FL

E] Donation: $10 (1 day); $17 (both days)

Qullflng Retreat House

oy Bl

SWEFL only Private Re-
treat House. Relax,
craft at your leisure

with your closest
friends.

Courtesy of Naples Scrappers
Owners Becky and Jerry

Crafting Space with twelve
tables/Chairs Certified Massage
therapist available

Full Kitchen / Dining Room with advance

e notice.
3 bedrooms/2 bath sleeps 12
Swim Spa/Hot Tub: Bring
. . Www.alpacafunretreat.com
suits and favorite beverages
Punta Gorda, FL

Ponds/Canal—birds eye view Reservations:

Lots of amenities: cutting 361-739-8875

table, cuttlebug, ribbon,
Email:
paper and more

Jerry@alpacafunretreat.com

KISSed Quilts

AnglePlay® Time

Many years ago I was introduced to Margaret Miller’s
AnglePlay® templates through my local guild when they
made a stunning raffle quilt with blocks from guild
members. This started my intrigue with half rectangle
triangles and all the design possibilities this presents.

Several years later I was reconnected with the system
through it’s new owner, Off The Wall Quilt. During C* 1
was able to take, via zoom, the certification course to
become a Certified AnglePlay® Instructor.

After making several sample blocks with a variety

by Marlene Oddie

template sizes, I wanted to see what I could do with just
one template. The project shown here is what I came up
with. Yes, I got three sizes out of one template -not its
original intent, but none the less, it is possible!

I’'ve called this — Modern AnglePlay®. With all the negative space and irregular
placement of the blocks, it gives it a feeling of perspective with the blocks floating
away from me.

Working with Island Batik and Northcott fabrics, I’ve designed several new quilts
using these techniques. Some are just repeating blocks, colored multiple ways, or
alternating blocks, but others are more unique with a variety of blocks that work
nicely together. If you’ve invested in the entire template system, then I’ve got a pattern
that rewards you and uses three of the five sets.

The engineered tip on these templates, makes the piecing so easy with consistent
and accurate results. What a joy to work with!

-Marlene Oddie (marlene(@kissedquilts.com) is an engineer by education,
project manager by profession and now a quilter by passion in Grand Coulee,
WA at her quilt shop, KISSed Quilts. She quilts for hire on a Ganmmill
Optimum Plus, but especially enjoys designing quilts and assisting in the
creation of a meaningful treasure for the recipient. Fabric, patterns, fkits and
templates are available at bttp:/ [ www.kissedquilts.com. Follow Marlene’s |
adventures via hitp:/ [ wwmw.facebook.com/ kissedguilts and bttps:// ="

www.instagram.com/ marlene. /ézmedqm/tx

HARBOR

Proceeds go to
CONSERVANCY

of Southwest Florida

- -:La ATER, | '.'1 WILDLIFE, FUTURE
‘ SERVING RADNSE FOR 60 YEARS

LITTLE QUILT STORE PRESENTS

FEB. 4, 5 & 6, 2025

Charlotte Harbor Event & Conference Center
/5 Taylor Street, Punta Gorda, Florida, 33950

Tues & Wed 9-4 Thurs 9-3:30

Wool, yarn & fabric vendors, free demos, classes, rug
show, applique show, punched pieces show, door
prizes, raffles and so much more! Sign up for 1,2 or 3
days, or come for the day just to shop and view the art CAPRI BOYLE RUG STUDIO
show for $12 at the door. All info & details including
registration, classes, lodging
and more on the website at

www.littlequiltstore.com

HOOKIN

COME VISIT
THESE VENDORS:
ACROSS GENERATIONS
ATTIC HEIRLOOMS

EPICUREAN BOUTIQUE
GOAT HILL DESIGNS
HARDCASTLE FOLK ART
LITTLE QUILT STORE
OTAVALO TEXTILES
PANBANGED KNIT & FIBER SHOPPE
RAVEN'S GATE PRIMITIVES

THE BEE SKEP

WILLOW CREEK RUG HOOKING
WOVEN TREASURES
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Labelle, Port Charlotte

3810 Fort Denaud Road,
Labelle, FL 33935
802-377-0361

Quilter’
Getaway

e

An all inclusive retreat

Meet Carla Klop for max 6 quilters

Designer, Teacher and Author
Creator of Shortcut Sheet Methods

Jf-:
t(:;

IHE'"'ﬂlI'F

Season Special
10% off online order
until Dec 31, 2024
Coupon Code:
SavelO

kitsbycarla.com

%\ oul 1“a onte 6h0P )’Ou Saw e;;;

e
y Fe Ule Sewrt !
PFAFF BERNINA

1109 Tamiami Trail
Port Charlotte, Florida 33953
941.235.3555 « www.CharlotteSewingStudio.com

Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30am to 5pm & Sat 9:30am to 3pm

Charlotte Sewing Studio is proud to be a
Singer, Pfaff, BERNINA and Husqvarna Viking
dealer offering machine sales & service.

« Large selection of sewing accessories, notions, quilting
and garment fabric. Over 2000 bolts of fabric in stock.

« Certified service center, with experienced technicians
who work on all makes & models.

» Offering extensive guide classes, along with creative
project classes.

« Large variety of classes, taught by outstanding education
specialists, that are designed to be informative, fun and easy!

« We share tips that will increase your sewing success, along with
helpful hints and suggestions to spark your creativity!

Fabric by Moda, Hoffman, Benartex, Timeless Treasures,
Andover, Island Batik, South Sea Imports & More
Sewing Notions & Clubs

Classes: Sewing, Quilting, Machines, Specialty, Software,
Garment Construction and others

Sewing Machine Repairs by
Service Appointments

Thank you for voting us The Best
Sewing Studio in Charlotte County!

Special Offer: Teachers & Instructors Save 10%!
We're proud to offer a 10% discount to all
teachers and instructors as a thank-you for
your dedication and creativity.

Grab your fabrics and your friends, and join us for
an unforgettable quilting experience. Book your

spot today, and don’t forget to claim your 10%
discount if you're a teacher or instructor!

Experience
Creating Waves Retreat
Venue

Looking for a peaceful escape to
immerse yourself in the art of quilting?
Join us at our charming, scenic quilting

retreat, where you can relax, create,
and connect with fellow quiltersin a
serene environment. Whether you're
an experienced quilter or just
beginning your journey, our retreat
offers the perfect space to dive into
your projects, exchange ideas, and r
participate in expert-led workshops. .
While you're here, discover the beauty What's Included:
of Southwest Florida! Take time to
explore the stunning local beaches, © inaSingle Level
where you can soak in the coastal
lifestyle. Indulge in our diverse dining
options, offering something to please
every palate. With a variety of local
shops, markets, and specialty stores, (©)
Southwest Florida has everything you
need to make your retreat experience
unforgettable!

All the amenities for a

©) quilter, sewing or
crafting, yoga, painters,
or teachers etc.

@ Conmerge
services available

Sleeps 8 comfortably

House, no stairs
Private courtyard
saltwater pool
deck

An 8 table craft area Fully equipped and

complete with design \*) ready for your
wall enjoyment.

"An absolute dream come true!  "Stunning house, excellent area

food, amazing pool area, clean
sew our projects, site-see crafting spaces and unforgettable
beautiful Florida and spend experiences. | couldn't have asked
time with our dear friends! for more!" 7

Y ore femone
/// . /ﬂ/; 2o

We were able to both relax,

Book Your
Vacation Now!
Www.creatingwavesretreat.com

creatingwavesretreat@gmail.com
941-323-0070
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Jacksonville, Orange Park
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by Jeanette Lukowski

Quilting Lessons

| have been doing a lot of mental comparisons lately: Quilting Lessons vs.
Life Lessons, for lack of a better way of phrasing it. If you don’t mind, | would
like to share these musings with you.

1) No two are ever alike. | remember seeing a twin to one of my quilted
wall hangings in someone else’s house. Turns out we had both purchased a kit
in the 1990s—but not from the same supplier—so our background fabrics were
different.

This past spring, | went to a quilt show where several members of the guild
used the same pattern with different fabrics. The dramatic difference created by
simply selecting their personal favorites left me in awe.

2) Things take time. Have you ever watched programs where someone talks
about making an entire quilt in a day? Good for them! | can’t do it. | can’t even
make a table runner in a day.

Then again, quilting is my hobby, working around many other activities which
fill my days (and nights).

The one quilter whose videos | enjoy watching wears several outfits during
the fifteen-minute video. It took me a while, but | finally realized the video is
recorded over the course of several days, then edited down for content.

3) Not everyone does it the same way. Historically a “rule follower,” | was
surprised to discover there are nearly as many ways of creating a quilt as there
are quilters who make them! For instance, which method do you follow when
you create a flying geese unit? Or, half square triangles? Depending on who
taught you, and the decade within which you learned, | can bet there are a
variety of answers to these questions among the readership. Now there are
even trim-tools to help quilters achieve that perfect, uniform size, if that is of
great personal concern.

4) Doing what brings me joy can be so mentally healthy! | don’'t aim for per-
fection in my quilting. Perhaps that's why | never sell my work? What began as a
way to bring art into my family’s bedrooms has evolved over the years. These
days, | make quilted items for gifts, to brighten a plain wall, keep someone cozy,
or donate to a variety of organizations.

I'm excited when corners match up perfectly, or my points remain intact—but
| don't fret when they don't. | quilt to relieve stress, not create more.

5) There’s always another new pattern, idea, tool—or job—coming. For
those readers who might be wondering about how | ended my previous article,

BERNINA

[DIRON §

WWW.CINNAMONSQUILTS.COM

Serving our quilting community from
TWO great locations!

4220 Hood Road
Jacksonville, FL 32257
(904) 374-0532

Mon-Thu 10am-5pm
Fri-Sat 10am-4pm
Sun 12:30-4pm

8358 Point Meadows Drive Mon-Sat T0am-5pm

Jacksonville, FL 32256 CLOSED Sunday
(904) 519-7705
(formerly Paula's Fine Fabrics)
CINNAMON'S OFFERS:
e QUILTING FABRIC e CLASSES
e GARMENT FABRIC e MACHINES
e WIDE BACKINGS e NOTIONS
e QUILTKITS e QUILTING
e WOOL e MACHINE SERVICE
e CROSS STITCH e AND MUCH MORE!

Follow us on social media for all the n@

latest arrivals and updates!

no, | didn't get / take that job. Ironically, though, the space got filled by two
other part-time job! Jobs | hadn’t known about, but appeared in my email box as
queries from employers wondering if | were available—and interested.

Reminds me of emails | get from quilt shops, sharing their new arrivals.
Happy inspiration for tomorrow’s sewing time break! The ideas are flowing; the
excitement to sew builds.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18 - SATURDAY, JANUARY 25

MONDAY-SATURDAY 10:00AM-5:00PM
SUNDAY 12:00-4:00PM
$5.00 PASSPORT UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2024, $7.00 JANUARY 1ST

PARTICIPATING SHOPS

Bee's Quilt Shop & Studio
1975 Old Moultrie Road
St Augustine, FL 32086

© Jeanette Lukowski 2024. Jeanette is a mother, grandmother, teacher, and author who lives in Mankato,
MN. She is inspired by the lives of strong women. Her email address is: writingfromlife@yahoo.com

Cinnamon’s Quilt Shoppe e g7
4220 Hood Road North Florida’s Largest

Jacksonville, FL 32257 .  Baby Lock Retailer!

+ 20% OFF ALL FABRIC!
- Sewing Furniture ,

904-826-4007 904-374-0532 g ,&f’ - Authorized Repair Center ~ ° Repair & Service "o ot
: — on ALL Brands of Machines
Cinnamon's Quilt Shoppe Cut Up & Sew Miss D’s ' 533-33?17 lo letwﬂ W
8358 Point Meadows Dr 160 Cypress Point Pkwy, Suite D116 305 St Johns Ave ,
Jacksonville, FL 32256 Palm Coast, FL 32164 Palatka, FL 32177 : CW?UW/CWW
904-519-7705 386-447-1103 386-385-5678 Evern 500+ U%igm&f’

g BEAT ONLY Store with TWO Full-time Certified
ANY v, 28= Baby Lock & Brother Technicians on Staff.
Tilted Quilters - PRICES Authorized Dealer for: Baby Lock - OESD
11043 Crystal Springs Rd, Suite 10 - _ Dealer Exclusive Shop: Kimberbell Designs

Jacksonville, FL 32221 --
904-677-4160

* The Sew N Quilt Co
1585 N Nova Rd
Holly Hill, FL 32117
386-310-7070

* @ W KANGAROO

VE OF NEWIRG

1857 Wells Rd. - Orange Park, FL 32073 - 904-269-6911
info@calicostationcom - www.calicostation.com

Hours: Sunday 12-4 - Mon Closed - Tuesday - Saturday 10-5

* \ 1/

l\l(\l\l\
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Anthony, Keystone Heights

coffee roasters

The Old Sewing Machine Man.Net

For Your Holiday
Shopping Pleasure....

We have these featherweights in stock:
8 black ones, 2 white ones
and 1 tan one with prices starting at $375
e 1 kandy apple brandy-wine featherweight
for sale at $1,800

We carry Singer featherweights, featherweight parts and
supplies, and other vintage sewing machines.

We are here to serve your sewing machine needs.
*

www.theoldsewingmachineman.net
13225 NE 39th Terrace » Anthony, FL. 32617
—_——e T e e e

352-867-8035

Open by
appointment

In business
since 2008

Baking Christmas Cookies with Friends

by Judy Sharer

Talking at a luncheon one day with girlfriends,
the topic came up of baking for Christmas which
was just around the corner. Discussing the amount
of time each of us spends baking holiday cookies
had us tired just thinking about it. One of the gals
said, “Why don’t we make them together. My
kitchen is available.” Three of us accepted her
invitation. We chipped in money for basic 8 -
ingredients like flour, sugar, butter and eggs and brought additional ingredients like
nuts and chocolate chips for different varieties. We each chose one of our family’s
favorite cookie recipes to made enough for everyone to take a batch home.

For efficiency, we divided the tasks: I measured and mixed the various doughs. One
gal placed them onto cookie sheets. Another was in charge of baking and timing, and
the fourth removed them from the oven and put them on racks to cool. We had a
constant assembly line cranking out cookies all day. The kitchen smelled heavenly and
of course we had to make sure they were edible! Hard to beat a warm cookie with a
cup of coffee or teal

I learned a trick I’ll share with you when we rolled out the sugar cookies. My friend
made quarter inch thick, eighteen inch long by two-and-a-half inch wide oak slats.
Flour the rolling surface and your rolling pin. Place the dough between the slats, roll,
flip, and dust with flour until the rolling pin is even with the top of the slats. The
result: perfect, quarter inch thick dough ready to cut into shapes. If you have a sticky
sugar cookie recipe place parchment paper on top of the dough before rolling, It was
simple!

We spent the entite day making and sampling cookies together. It was best time I've
had baking cookies in a long time. This year the girls are coming to my house! I can’t
walitt.

-OJudy Sharer is the author of A Plains Life series published by The Wild Rose Press.
Settler’s Life, Second Chance Life, Civil War Life, and Love-Challenged Life are now
available wherever online books and eBooks are sold. Judy’s sweet historical romances bhas a
thread of quilting that runs throughout the family saga series. Visit judysharer.com for more
details and watch for the release of her next true romance novel.

A Cup of Tea with Lydia

Three Kings Tea

When our grandchildren were younger, they loved to play
dress-up year-round. It didn’t need to be December for them
to put on Christmas costumes and become Mary, Joseph,
angels, shepherds, or kings. Often the glitzy robes and
crowns wete their favorites. They draped themselves with
glittery fabrics, donned shiny crowns, and became wise men
from the East. Pethaps being “wise guys” and bearing gifts
from afar was what appealed to them.

In the spirit of children and the Magi, who followed the star, let’s celebrate the
season with a Three Kings Tea.

Royal Guests

This tea would be fun for children, adults, or families. Send invitations to three or
three times three—any number that suits you. Pick a date, make your guest list, and get
ready for a festive teatime. If December seems too busy, host your Three Kings Tea
on Epiphany, January 6.

Royal Decorations

In December, your home is probably already decorated for the holidays. Nativity
sets with wise men may sit in prominent places, and gold garlands, twinkling lights,
and colorful balls may adorn your Christmas tree. All that’s left are table decorations.

For a regal touch, consider gold lamé fabric, golden candleholders, and gold napkin
rings. A glass bowl filled with purple and gold Christmas balls could add a royal touch,
along with crowns or stars to represent the Magi and the star of the East they followed.

Festive Foods

Select one or more recipes you love to serve during the holidays. If sugar-cookie
cutouts are your favorite, cut them into stars, crowns, and wise men. If children atre
invited, they could frost and decorate their cookies. To make golden star or crown
cookies, buy edible glitter at candy or cake-decorating stores to sprinkle on top of the
frosting;

If you serve cake, add a royal look with a crown cut from a gold or silver doily. Place
it on top of the cake along with candies that look like jewels. For a warm glow, add
three candles, one for each wise man.

Our neighbors often made an angel food cake, frosted it with whipped cream, and
decorated it with crushed candy canes. I have a recipe to make this Peppermint Angel
Cake along with a candy cane poem in my cookbook, In the Kitchen with Grandma
(pages 135-136). A mint or chocolate tea goes well with this cake.

Three Kings Bread also seems perfect for this teatime. It’s a sweet Mexican Christmas
bread that reminds me of my mother’s tea ring served at our family gatherings. Made
with yeast dough and candied fruit, it’s formed into a citcle, so I call it a crown.

Every tea party needs a pot of tea. Choose your favorites, and include a decaffeinated
blend for those who can’t have caffeine. For a merry sound, tie jingle bells onto your
teapot’s handle.

Festive Favors and Extras

For a welcoming ambiance, play Christmas carols, including “We Three Kings.”
Perhaps someone could read the story of the Magi from Matthew chapter 2, or a few
people could act out the story.

Since the wise men brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, you could suggest
guests bring an inexpensive wrapped gift to exchange. Or buy small favors for guests
to take home—something spicy to remind them of frankincense, or something shiny
and bright to remind them of gold.

No matter what you give your guests, the real gift of the party will be the warm
memories of the time shared.

by Lydia E. Harris

-Lydia E. Harris is a tea enthusiast and the author of three books for grandparents:

GRAND Moments: Devotions Inspired by Grandkids, In the Kitchen with

Grandma: Stirring Up Tasty Memories Together, and Preparing My Heart for

Grandparenting, a// available at amazon.com.
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{ From Lydia’s Recipe File:
Three Kings Bread

Ingredients:
Your favorite yeast roll dough or

I
| 2 beaten eggs

| Powdered sugar glaze or

| 2 loaves of ready-made frozen bread, 3 tablespoons melted butter

I thawed Y4 cup sugar

| 1 package candied fruitcake mix or 2 large egg yolks, beaten

| Red and green candied cherries and 2 cups semisweet chocolate chips
pineapple (12 oz. bag)

I

I

I

Directions:
On a greased cookie sheet, form the two loaves of bread into a ring. Moisten the
ends to make them stick together. Press candied fruit into the top of the ring,
I Letit rise according to the package directions. Before baking, brush the top with
| beaten eggs. After baking, brush the top with butter and sprinkle with sugar.
| Return the bread to the oven for 5 minutes. Cool on a cooling rack.
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Miss D’s Quilts

Where you always feel welcomed!

305 St. Johns Ave.
Palatka, FL 32177

386-385-5678
Mon-Fri 10-5:30 - Sat 9-4

8,000+ sq. ft. and 1,000’s of bolts...

there’s something for everyone!

*Featuring an excellent selection
of Batiks, Orientals, blenders & collections
*Embroidery classes throughout the month
*Machine Rental available, $15 per hr
* Quilts of Valor, every Ist Thursday

Come See Us for Great
Deals on Handi Quilters!
We are a full service dealer.

Hands-on HQ Instructor
led classes for
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for free motion and Pro-Stitcher.
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| st weekend of the month
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This holiday season give the quilter
in your life exactly what they want...

a Gift Certificate
from Miss D’s Quilts!!
No need spending countless hours
shopping for something you

are not sure they want. Every
quilters WANTS OUR GIFT CARDS!

MySewNet
Premium

Baby Lock Solaris Vision: the newest experience
in embroidery and at a fabulous price!

Handi

Miss D’s has great offers for previously loved Qlllltel‘ ’
machines: sergers and long-arms. All well LIRS Ll S et
maintained and reasonably priced.

Baby Lock, Viking and Handi Quilter

certified technician
(8§ Husqvarna VIKING

on staff!
daily/weekly specials *
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Daytona Beach, Edgewater, Holly Hill

Seaside—®
Sewing & Quilts

Offering long arm services,

thesewinggarret

Find us on @}

* 30+ Years of Service in the

We are all about knowing when it comes to sewing!
Check out our new website!

stock fabrics and notions : Use code Register20 at Greater Daytona Beach Area!
to make your quilt life ' Sea}.soigaet%wlts checkout for 20% OFF * Service on Most Makes & Models
more enjoyable. N a\ your ONLINE purchase! * Fabric, Software & Accessories

386-767-3545 + www.sewinggarret.com °* sales@sewinggarret.com
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Melbourne, Sebastian, Vero Beach and Online

Ré
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qe:'EUUI_T GUILD

Vero BEdCH QUILT SHOW

Teasuwies of The Teaswie Coasls

Questions? Contact:

Brianne Baron 203-520-9719
Andrea Molloy 508-221-6948

1dl
Gail Shepard 772-559-3733 Join Our GU\\d-
— Thursdays 10 am-noon

St Augustine Episcopal Church

February 7 & 8, 2025

10 am - 4 pm

Indian River County Fairgrounds &
Expo Center

www.verobeachqgg.com verobeachquiltshow@outlook.com

Countrgberries Designs

Christmas Angcl

Make a wool or cotton
appliqued wall hanging.
Create a punchneedle
or hooked rug piece.
Paint the angel on pa-
per, wood or canvas.
Enlarge  this pat-
tern to your desired
size. Whatever craft
you choose, have
fun! Not for com-
mercial use. Please
give the artist credit.
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75 Cou ntrgberries e

n
Whimsies and necessaries for your country home and garden
330 North Road Deerfield, NH 03037
603-463-7615 www.countryberries.com Like us on Facebook
Please check our website or Facebook page
for current hours and more information ﬂ

1 Sugar Cut-out Cookies
from Judy Sharer

Ingredients:
8 ounces butter 2 eggs, large

1 Cup sugar 24 ounces flour
2 teaspoons baking powder 1/4 cup milk

1 teaspoon vanilla flavoring

Instructions:

In alarge bowl beat butter and sugar, add baking powder and flavoring until pale yel-
low and fluffy. Beat in eggs until well blended. With the mixer on low gradually add
the flour and milk until well blended. Divide dough into three discs, cover and refriger-
ate for 3 hours. Roll to 1/4 inch on lightly floured surface. Bake 350 degrees 10-12
minutes. Cool and frost.

-Submitted by -OJudy Sharer is the anthor of A Plains Life series published by The Wild Rose
Press. Settlers Life, Second Chance Life, Civil War Life, and Love-Challenged Life are now avail-
able wherever online books and eBooks are sold.
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kranian Snowball Cookies
from Edward Cuneo

Ingredients:

1 teaspoon of vanilla extract
1/2 cup of powdered sugar 2 1/4 cups of sifted flour
1/4 teaspoon of salt 1/2 cup chopped nuts

1 cup of softened butter Some extra powdered sugar
for the coating

I
I
I
I Instructions:
I 1. Preheat your oven to 400 degrees fahrenheit.
| 2. Cream together thoroughly in a large bowl the powdered sugar, salt and the butter.
I 3. Add the vanilla and blend into the butter and sugar mixture.
I 4. Stir the sifted flour gradually into the creamed ingredients.
5. Work the nuts into the cookie dough.
I 6. Put the dough in the refrigerator for a few hours or a day, until chilled through.
7. Form the cookie dough into balls about one inch in diameter, and place them on an
I d cookic sheet about 2 inch ;
ungreased cookie sheet about 2 inches apart.
| 8. Bake the cookies at 400 degrees fahrenheit for ten to twelve minutes. They should
| just be set, not turning brown.
9. Roll the baked cookies in the extra powdered sugar. Put them on a plate to serve.
| Tips for Your Snowball Cookies
| You may choose to use tinted sugar to decorate the snowball cookies. To make pastel
I snowballs, put two cups of powdered sugar into a blender. Drop several drops of
food coloring into the blender with the powdered sugar. Blend briefly.
I Watch the cookies carefully and take them out of the oven before they turn brown.

l -Submitted by Edward Cuneo, author of “Stories from a South New Jersey Farmer.”
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Christmas Memories

by Nancy J. Nash
“Daddy, is Santa Claus real?”” I was a small child when I asked iy
my father that all-important question. I believe his reply included
something about using our imaginations to make a story for
children and their parents to enjoy together. The news was
somewhat disappointing, but I rallied and asked, “Will I still get
my presents?” Dad assured me that he and Mom would continue
that part of the tradition. I was satisfied.

Opver the years, I could count on at least three gifts: a needed
piece of clothing, a book (I was a bookworm), and a doll. 1
outgrew the clothing long ago, but even now I take pleasure
from my childhood books and in displaying my doll collection.

I soon learned the joy of giving to others. I was still quite
small when my older brother and I decided to buy presents for
my parents. With a few dollars donated by our grandparents,
we walked to the corner store. It wasn’t like a corner store on a city block, with everything
from watches to embroidered handkerchiefs to imported chocolates. It was in the
country, and the corner was simply a place where a side street joined a bend in the
main road. This establishment sold bread, milk, and popsicles, the latter being of great
interest in the summertime.

We scurried down the aisles searching for holiday gifts. There was nothing seasonal
on display. The proprietor, taking note of our disappointment, asked about our mission
and informed us that the store sold razor blades. We decided they would be perfect
for Dad, who shaved away his face whiskers each morning, lest he come to resemble
Santa Claus! And lo and behold - a travel kit for Mom, complete with a nail file? What
exciting discoveries these were!

We purchased the articles, wrapped them loosely and placed them at the bottom of
a cardboard box big enough to have held much more. In a sense, it did hold much
more — our love for Mom and Dad and our joy in having a surprise to give to them.

Christmas evolved over the years. As my mother grew older and found shopping
and wrapping more laborious, my brother and I enjoyed finding presents for Dad and
Mom to exchange with each other. Such memories of our rituals of gift-giving open
window after window into the past.

Material goods are not an end in themselves. At best, they simply reflect a glint of
light from afar - from that night when the stars spread their glow over a town called
Bethlehem and over the birth of a very special Child. May your holidays be filled with
gifts of many kinds, especially those of the spirit that still spring forth from that
perfect love.

--© 2024 Naney . Nash. Nancy |. Nash is the author of Mama’s Books: An Oregon Trail
Story. and Little Rooster’s Christmas Eve, each available on amazon.com. She has a B.A. in
English composition from Mount Holyoke College and an M.F._A. in Writing for Children
from Simmons College. She can be reached at nancynash341@gmail.com
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Greenacres, Port St. Lucie, Tamarac, West Palm Beach

Specialty Fabrics
Quilting & Sewing Fabrics
Notions, Patterns & Threads

Shop anytime at
www.thequiltedpeacock.net
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Join us for our
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Exclusive Janome Sewing Machine Dealer
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Christmas, A Time of JOY - or is it?
by Janet Young

Traditionally Christmas symbolizes a time of Peace, Love, and Joy. As
we enter into “the most wonderful time of the year”, our hearts are
filled with excitement, as we begin our preparations for the
upcoming festivities. But as the years roll by, perhaps
we experience moments of sadness instead of joy
as life’s changes has brought us to a new level.

For example, maybe for the first time your grown
children will not be able to fly home for Christmas.
Or, maybe someone in your family is seriously ill, and your heart
is not in the usual planning, cooking, baking mode. Whatever the
reason, you muddle your way through. With a smile on your face,
whenever someone asks, “How are you doing”? You always answer,
“Fine, just fine”. Even though your heart is aching and you wish things
would be the way they used to be even a few years ago - you carry on.

Why is this time of the year so difficult? Could it be that this is a time when families
gather together to relive the old family traditions, such as decorating the Christmas
tree after going out to the tree farm to cut it. Or baking cookies and other holiday
treats. Whatever the traditions might be, along with them come memories. And these
are the memories that open the floodgates to a river of sadness. For if you have ever
lost a loved one, memories are all that you have. And so, as you look around the table
and see an empty chair, or hear a particular Christmas song on TV, flashes of memories
come forth leaving you filled with sadness. It does not matter if this is your first
Christmas without that special someone or your 20th, memories of those you held
dear will produce heartache. But as you recall those times, perhaps you will soon find
a happiness knowing that you shared your love with a very special person, and how
fortunate you were to have had, that privilege whether it was for a short while or for
decades.

Life goes on, and yes, we wish things could stay the same throughout our journey,
but that unfortunately is not the way it works. Instead, we have to release our
expectations of what Christmas’s past was like, and form new memories by dwelling
on the goodness that we have sharing our love with others. For it is then, that you can
believe that while Christmas celebrations will never be the same, it can be good again.

Merry Christmas!

— © Janet Young is a Certified Tea and Etiquette Consultant, Co-Founder of Mid-
Atlantic Tea Business Association, and prior owner of Over The Teacup

Over 17,000 yards of fabric and over 2 000 precuts in stock!
3890 Shawnee Ave. ®* West Palm Beach, FL 33409 b modta- Tomess¥ s morel ' WITH CYNTHIA
561-596-3852 1 FREE Fat Quarter when you sign up te our e-mail listin person! EED[EMIHI'KUUUI}H 20251
Those Were The Days! by Jay Mark

Celebrating an “Ornamental” Christmas

The cooler weather recently heralds the approaching
season of holidays. Thanksgiving is almost here, while
Christmas is just around the corner.

So, as you begin to dig out your holiday decorations, in
the spirit of that holiday, we address a popular area of
collecting — Christmas tree ornaments. While, it’s definitely
not a chicken or egg thing, we know for sure what came
first. Without a doubt, it was the Christmas tree.

For many millennia, trees have been revered and
worshipped by numerous cultures as symbols of eternal
life, or conversely as a means of keeping away evil.

But, for most of the modern traditions we
observe, we primarily owe thanks to the Germans.
It is generally believed that by the 16th century,
Germans began the custom of bringing evergreen
trees into homes and decorated them.

It is also understood that the dangerous practice
of installing lighted candles on tree branches was
conceived by Martin Luther, inspired by starlight
twinkling through evergreen branches. Of course,
we wonder how many house fires that ritual
engendered.

Along with Luther’s candles, more were needed for the trees. So, by the 1600’
Germans began introducing homemade ornamentations, like gingerbread, tinsel, wafers,
straw, thread, nuts, paper, lace and silver tinsel, along with apples, nuts and berries.

It wasn’t until the 19th century, a gentleman by the name of Hans Griener, a glass
blower by trade, began blowing glass ornaments initially in the shapes of the fruits
hung in the trees. Later, they became more like we see today.

In America, the idea of decorated trees came much later, in the 19th century. Probably
more inspired by the English, who began decorating trees in the late-1840s, than the
Germans.

By the 1890’ American holiday tree ornamentation had become an elaborate affair
migrating from just a tabletop tree to a much larger floor-standing evergreen.

When electricity could replace Luther’s candles, inventors began inventing. Although
the initial patent for an electric Christmas tree light was filed in 1882, it wasn’t until
1901 when General Electric introduced the first holiday lights.

For obvious reasons, Christmas memorabilia is a popular year-round genre for
collectors. Ornaments are found in a variety of materials including glass, ceramic,
paper, fabric, metal and plastic. Electric lights are desirable along with tree stands and
decorative tops. Christmas cards and candy containers are also highly prized. The
changing image of Santa Claus has kept collectors busy looking for an elusive
undiscovered design.

That led to one more tradition that shouldn’t be overlooked — Father Christmas —
jolly, old Santa himself. The introduction to the standard-bearer of the holiday dates
back to Nicholas of Myra, now present-day Turkey. He was a devout Christian who
devoted his life in the Fourth Century to ministering to the poor, particularly children.

After his death in 343 BC, Nicholas became the patron Saint of children and sailors.
His Sainthood was initially recognized in Russia, Sicily and Greece. 16th century Dutch
children believed that if they left their wooden shoes by the hearth "Sint Nikolaas"
would fill them with treats.

That’s how St. Nicholas, an English corruption of the Dutch name for a tall, lanky,
bearded, stern, gentleman clad in long robes, first became a symbol of Christmas.
Today, the man we think of Santa Claus — an English interpretation of the Dutch
nickname Sint Nikolaas, was created by Clement C. Moore with his classic poem, A
Visit from St. Nick, later retitled A Night Before Christmas.

Moore’s written description of Santa was brought to life in 1879 by noted political
cartoonist Thomas Nast who transformed the traditional thin, stern, authoritarian
figure into Moote’s, "... jolly old elf whose belly shook like a bowlful of jelly."

What about Values: Because of the abundance of antique ornaments used over the
years that are often hidden away in storage boxes, prices, except for extreme examples,
generally remain quite affordable (Under $20). But always be very careful from whom
you make a purchase. Many ornaments and figures are knock-offs of historic pieces.
Many are made of plastic. Even reproduction glass ornaments have entered the market.
New glass is generally much lighter than the originals.

-OVirtually an antique himself, if not a collectible, Jay Mark, has more than a half-century
excperience in the antiques business. He is proprietor of Those Were The Days!, an online
specialty bookstore. A recognized bistorian, he also teaches, lectures and frequently writes abont
antiques and history. Reach him at jaymark@twidbooks.com
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Our Mothers’ Sewing Machines

by Kerri Habben Bosman

In 1960, my mom purchased a Singer
Slant-o-matic sewing machine. She was 22 =
years old, and she had learned to sew from i W El _|
our Aunt Wilma. My mom used that |
machine for the rest of her life, and it |

served her well. Until recently, that Singer J : ,W_. _..-.-.r-r I']_I."
was the only machine I had sewn on, | g y
except for when I took sewing in school. | iL

— =

Whenever I use it, I see so much more |
than metal and dials. My mom is sitting at |
the dining room table sewing Santa hats
for my entire first grade class because we
were singing Christmas carols at McDonalds. There was the lined red cape when I was
Little Red Riding Hood for Halloween, and the cat costume with the tail that took
forever to stuff. There were sundresses with fabric I got to choose myself, ruffled
pillows made for my bed, and pleated skirt for dress wear as young teenager.

Watching my mother sew inspired me to do the same thing. Teaching me, she was
patient and supportive enough to make me love to sew. She was always honest, telling
me what I had done correctly and what needed fixing, She’d guide me through a repair,
but I had to do it myself. This didn’t always make sense to me when I was young;
Sometimes I grumbled, “It would be so much easier if you did this.” And she would
answer, “But if I did, you'd never learn.” Thus, I learned.

During our summer visit with my mother-in-law in Wisconsin, we talked about
sewing. Her original sewing machine, a motorized treadle, is still up in her attic. Mom’s
103 year old eyes lit up as she remembered how her mother had patterns and fabric
spread out across the table. And my husband, Wayne, recalled how Mom used to do
the exact same thing;

It has been some time now since Mom has sewn. She quite happily gave us her 1972
Kenmore sewing machine because she knew that it would hum and create once again.
We call that machine Mom’s and now the Singer is mine.

Opver the years, I have made dresses, aprons, pillowcases, and tablecloths. Since Wayne’s
family became my family, every Christmas they all receive a handmade gift. That means
about 18 presents, and I start them in mid-August. Usually I hand-sew simply because
I like putting the extra love into them. But with Mom’s machine newly ours, I was
inspired. I wanted to get to know her sewing machine.

It now lives at one end of our kitchen table. I also pulled out the Singer, which we
set up in the living room. Between the two of them, all of my sewn holiday gifts were
completed by the end of September. It helped that a local fabric store was having a
major clearance sale with a wonderful selection. I took it as a sign that it was time to
sew a lot. I figured out which machine I preferred for specific parts of a project. The
best part was telling Mom that presents for her grandchildren and great-grandchildren
were all made on her sewing machine.

Our mothers made themselves lined suits and dresses, decorated their homes, and
sewed special things for their children. Where my mom made me a Little Red Riding
Hood cape, Mom made Wayne and his brothers cowboy shirts. There were doll clothes
for my sister-in-law that Mom sewed at night so Linda would be surprised.

Our mothers may have sewn partially because it was relaxing and resourceful. It was
a skill most women learned in their generations. But it was also far more than that.
They sewed for the same reason I do. Because it says “I love you,” without ever saying
a word.

The SLANT-C-NLATI - e grosiend sewing madies sver il

-© 2024 Kerri Habben Bosman is a writer living in Cape Carteret, NC. She can be reached
at 91 3jeeves@gmail.com.
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YOU GOT A TICKET
AT THE QUILT SHOP?
WHAT ON EARTH
FOR?!

I STARTED A VEW
QUILTING PROJECT
BEFORE FINISHING
/ \ THE OLD ONE!

CORCER AT WWW. BYTHEYARDSTORE.COM

REGISTER TO WIN!

To be entered in the
drawing for a free
By the Yard Comic
Calendar, mail to PO
Box 2419, Cumming
GA 30028 or email
win@theregisterweb.
com with your name,
your mailing address
and include that you are
entering the drawing
for the calendar.
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 Boutique 4 Quilters

Florida's Quilt Shop Join us live
W on Facebook
boutique4quilters

ol Flonida’'s Meat Creative Quilt Shop @;et"gg“:’,fﬁd;}’,
‘8“’ \ and the Langest en the East Coast C?ﬂ:deg'ﬁ?éh
and deals!

2945 W. New Haven Ave. « W. Melbourne, FL 32904
Two miles east of I-95 on Hwy 192 (exit 180)

321-768-2060 e www.BOUTIQUE4QUILTERS.com « 4quilters@bellsouth.net
Mon-Fri: 9:30am-5pm e Sat: 9:30am-4pm ¢ Sun 12pm-4pm ¢ 24/7 Online

www.Boutique4Quilters.com

We carry a beautiful and ever
expanding selection of quilting
fabrics, notions, patterns,
books and unique gifts for your

crafty friends.
We are a full-service Quilt
Shop with Longarm Quilting
Services available.

JANOME

WHAT’S NEXT

_‘/-
e

Authorized PFAFF
and Janome Dealer/ |gy “\‘wwy /A
Sewing Center & e e ;
Service on Site
with Monthly
Speczals on
.ourLa.rge Selection
Of Great Machines!

We carry brands
such as Berroco,
Knitting Fever
and Hand Dyed yarn
excluswe for our store.




