
And then ... it was June. I don’t know about you, but I seem 
to have lost the month of May -- and April, too. One moment it 
was Easter and then we were staring into summer’s busy sched-
ule. I do know part of what happened. Besides the hours work-
ing on this issue of the paper, I, like many of you, had a busy 
graduation season. We had three in our family this spring, even 

though only one was what I call an “official” graduation, however, the other two were 
quite important to the two little guys who participated in them.

Our daughter, Emily, started off the gradu-
ation cycle when she received her Master of 
Arts in Educational Leadership from Benedic-
tine College in Atchison on May 12. Dwight 
and I went up to celebrate with her and her 
family. Graduation number two was  the fol-
lowing week when grandson number three, 
Banks, had his pre-kindergarten graduation 
at Inman Elementary. That celebration was 
here at home so didn’t involve a road trip. 
But, on the 22nd, grandson number 2, Eli, had 
his kindergarten graduation at Pleasant Ridge 
Elementary (Easton) involving another trip 
back to Leavenworth for this grandma. A lot of 
miles on the road, but I wouldn’t have missed 
any of them. 

It’s important for us to celebrate the mile-
stones -- even when they might not always 
seem so important. What is a kindergarten or 
preschool graduation anyway? I can tell you, watching those little kids marching in 
with the mortar boards on their heads, many of them wearing their Sunday best, was a 
reminder that this was an important milestone in their short lives -- maybe just as im-
portant to them as earning that Master’s degree was to my daughter. I just know that I 
was glad I had the opportunity to share the experience with them. So many families, for 
a variety of reasons, aren’t able to do so.

And now we roll into June and its ballgames, picnics, garden chores, vacations and, 
for our family, wheat harvest -- one of my favorite times of the farm year. It brings long 
hours, worries about the weather and stress, but it also brings the satisfaction of the fam-
ily all working together to bring the grain in from the field.

I would encourage you this summer to make some memories. It can be as simple 
as lunch with a friend at a special restaurant or involve planning for a three-generation 
family reunion. Get together a group to go on a road trip to some of our Country Regis-
ter advertisers. Make it meaningful for you and enjoy the sweetness of summer.

Page 2 • June/July 2018

The Country Register of Kansas
The Country Register • Kansas

     The Country Register began in Arizona, in the fall of 1988, to provide effective, 
affordable advertising for shops, shows, and other experiences enjoyed by a 
kindred readership.  Since then the paper has spread to many other areas, all of 
which are listed below.  Look for the paper in your travels.

Cindy Baldwin, Publisher/Editor
988 9th Ave • McPherson, KS 67460

phone: 866-966-9815 • fax: 620-241-1909
email: countryregisterkansas@gmail.com

www.countryregister.com/kansas
We’re on Facebook

Office Administrative Assistant: Lonnie Capps
Advertising Sales Representative: Beve Anderson, South Central

316-258-3416 • iloveantiquesme@yahoo.com

Welcome to...

The Country Register 
of Kansas

The Country Register Founder: Barbara Floyd, 602-321-6511, barbara@countryregister.com, located 
in Phoenix, AZ
USA

• Arizona:  Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950 
• Arkansas: Richard & Linda Brown, P.O. Bo 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597  
• California: Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950 
• Colorado: Jan & John Keller, 16755 Oak Brush Loop, Peyton, CO, 80831, 719-749-9797
• Connecticut: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 365, New Market, MD, 21774, 866-825-9217
• Delaware: Merle and Gail Taylor, P.O. Box 128, Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763, 888-616-8319
• Florida: Dave & Amy Carter, P.O. Box 365, New Market, MD, 21774, 866-825-9217
• Georgia: Linda Parish, P.O. Box 389, Lexington, GA, 30648, 706-340-1049, 678-641-7728,   
• Idaho (N): Dee Sleep, 10563 Chicken Creek RD, Spearfish, SD 57783, 605-722-7028
• Idaho (S) WA & E. OR: Barb Stillman, Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 
     602-942-8950  
• Illinois: Richard & Linda Brown, P.O. Bo 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597  
• Indiana: Gail & Merle Taylor, P.O. Box 128, Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763, 888-616-8319
• Iowa: Linda Glendy, P.O. Box 6, Tama, IA, 52339, 641-751-2619   
• Kansas: Cindy Baldwin, 988 9th Ave., McPherson, KS 67460, 866-966-9815   
• Maine: Deborah Daney, 660 Country Club RD, Sanford, ME 04073-5232, 207-324-7482   
• Maryland: Dave & Amy Carter, P.O. Box 365, New Market, MD, 21774, 866-825-9217
• Massachusetts-RI:  Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 365, New Market, MD, 21774, 866-825-9217   
• Michigan: Bill and Marlene Howell, 3790 Manistee, Saginaw, MI, 48603-3143, 989-793-4211
• Minnesota: Kim and Mickey Keller, 12835 Kiska St. NE, Blaine, MN, 55449, 763-754-1661
• Missouri: Richard & Linda Brown, P.O. Bo 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597  
• Montana: Dee Sleep, 10563 Chicken Creek RD, Spearfish, SD 57783, 605-722-7028
• Nebraska: Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950
• Nevada (N): Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950  
• Nevada (S): Glena Dunn, 4568 Carol Circle, Las Vegas, NV, 89120, 702-523-1803,   
• New Hampshire: Kathleen Graham, 330 North Road, Deerfield, NH, 03037, 603-463-3703,   
• New Jersey: Merle and Gail Taylor, P.O. Box 128, Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763, 888-616-8319
• New Mexico: Jan & John Keller, 16755 Oak Brush Loop, Peyton, CO, 80831, 719-749-9797
• New York: Dave & Amy Carter, P.O. Box 365, New Market, MD, 21774, 866-825-9217
• N. Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950
• North Dakota: Dee Sleep, 10563 Chicken Creek RD, Spearfish, SD 57783, 605-722-7028,
• Ohio: Barb Moore, P. O. Box 37, Cable, OH, 43009 ,937-652-1157, Fax 937-484-89637   
• Oklahoma: Richard & Linda Brown, P.O. Bo 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597   
• Oregon: Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, P.O. Box 84345, Phoenix, AZ, 85071, 602-942-8950   
• Pennsylvania:  Merle and Gail Taylor, P.O. Box 128, Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763, 888-616-8319  
• Rhode Island: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 365, New Market, MD, 21774, 866-825-9217
• S. Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950
• South Dakota: Dee Sleep, 10563 Chicken Creek RD, Spearfish, SD 57783, 605-722-7028
• Texas: Richard & Linda Brown, P.O. Bo 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597   
• Utah: Available
• Vermont: Chris & Kelley Kennedy, 5804 Whiterose Way, New Market, MD 21774, 443-243-1118   
• Virginia: Dave & Amy Carter, P.O. Box 365, New Market, MD, 21774, 866-825-9217
• WA & E. OR & S. ID : Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 
   602-942-8950   
• West Virginia: Merle and Gail Taylor, P.O. Box 128, Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763, 888-616-8319   
• Wisconsin: Scott & Jennifer Hughes, P. O. Box 276, Altoona, WI, 54720, 715-838-9426   
• Wyoming: Dee Sleep, 10563 Chicken Creek RD, Spearfish, SD 57783, 605-722-7028
CANADA
• Alberta:  Ruth Burke, P.O. Box 97, Heisler, AB, T0B2A0,780-889-3776   
• British Columbia: Bryan Stonehill, Box 1338, Summerland, B.C. V0H 1Z0, 1-800-784-6711,   
• Manitoba & Saskatchewan: Scott & Marj Kearns, Box 850, Kipling, SK, S0G 2S0, 306-736-2441, 
•  Ontario: Harriet Ramos, Box 60, 4338 Innes RD, Orleans, ON, K4A 3W3, 613-612-8465

Publishers’ Contact Numbers Across the 
USA & Canada for The Country Register

Send $3 to any publisher below to obtain a paper from their area.

For live LINKS TO EMAILS & INDIVIDUAL WEBSITES go to 
www.countryregister.com and click on PUBLISHERS.
• Indicates these editions are available to view online

Every effort is made to have an error-free paper, however, 
mistakes do occur. Please double check dates, times, and 

locations with a phone call before traveling a great distance.

The Country Register of Kansas  Vol. 20 No. 6, JUNE/JULY 2018

The Country Register is published every two months. Copyright © 2018 
Reproduction or use of articles or graphic content

without permission is prohibited.
The Country Register of Kansas is licensed by The Country Register with exclusive rights to 
publish in the state of Kansas using logos and graphics owned by The Country Register.

The Country Register is distributed as a complimentary gift from its advertisers. 
We encourage you to stop by your favorite shop to pick up each new issue. 

However, for the convenience of those who are not able to get to a shop, we do 
offer postal delivery for $18 per year to cover the cost of postage and handling.  

Or if you want a certain issue mailed, send $3 & circle which issue - 
Dec/Jan, Feb/Mar, Apr/May, Jun/Jul, Aug/Sep, Oct/Nov

NAME    _______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________
 
    ________________________________________________________________

Send this form (or a copy) along with your payment of $18 to:
  The Country Register    •   988 9th Ave   •    McPherson KS 67460

The Country Register of Kansas
SubScriptionS - $18

JJ-18

On Our Cover...
Teatime Roses by Monica Sabolla Gruppo. Monica’s 
art is represented by Linda McDonald, Inc.

From My Desk...                  
By Cindy Baldwin

to yours

Clockwise from top right: Banks, Eli and 
Emily. My graduates.
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Shows:    advertising in this issue
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     In this issue of The Country Register, we will give away a $50 gift 
certificate. Use your gift certificate to go shopping at your favorite 

Country Register advertiser. The winners will be announced in the next 
issue.   Deadline  for entry is  JULY 15, 2018.  

(Names are not sold, given away or used for any other purpose.)

To enter, complete this form and mail to:  
The Country Register, 988 9th Ave, McPherson, KS 67460

Want to save a stamp?
Just email the above information to: countryregisterkansas@gmail.

com OR enter on the website at www.countryregister.com/kansas click 
on the Contact Us tab and fill in the necessary information.

Drawing Entry Form
Name_____________________________Phone_____________________
Address, City ST_____________________________________________________

E-mail address: __________________________________________________________

If I win, I would like my $50 Gift Certificate from: (list a current advertiser from this paper)   

__________________________________________________________________

I enjoy visiting the above chosen shop because: 

_

I picked up this issue of The Country Register at_______________________________

Do you tell the shops you saw their ad in the paper?     Always      Sometimes       Never

Comments and/or Suggestions about The Country Register? Please include a note. 

And the Winner IS . . . .
Our $50 gift certificate winner for the Country Register’s June/July drawing is 

Patty Burns from Fontana, Kansas. Patty will be using her winnings at The Quilted 
Sunflower in Springhill, Kansas where she says, “Leslie, her husband and Karen are 
so friendly and helpful. They go above and beyond the “big box” store in so many 
facets of the business.” 

Patty also commented that she really enjoyed reading The Country Register of 
Kansas and told us several articles and features that she particularly enjoyed.

We really enjoyed reading the comments concerning our work here at The Coun-
try Register. Our readers are important to us and we strive to bring you good quality 
content and information about some of the best places to shop in Kansas.

You could be our next gift certificate winner. Just fill out the form on this page and 
send it in, enter online under the Contact Us section or email us the information at 
countryregisterkansas@gmail.com.

Enjoy your shopping trip, Patty!

From Her Mother’s Heart
By Madeline Lister

What does a mother buy for her first-born daughter’s 
12th birthday? It must be something commemorative, cel-

ebrating a noteworthy event. A birthday like this she’s never had before and will never 
have again. A true ending and, yet, a beginning. Twelve years of growing, learning, 
adventure and maybe a few tears. The culmination of childhood. Tomorrow will be the 
beginning of her 13th year, her first teenage year. 

Watch as the mother searches each shops’ display. A pause here, a stop there, then 
moving on. This must not be a consumable gift. Not PJs or shoes to replace those her 
child has outgrown. No, not this time 

Presently she makes her choice. Absorbed in her thoughts, she gazes wistfully at the 
little figurine. So delicate, so lovely. So like her girl. Wrapped up with this gift will be 
all her hopes, her faith and, yes, herself, given selflessly to the subject of her dreams.

“Wrap it up real pretty, please.” She smiles at the clerk, all the while her hand shakes 
as she searches the depth of her purse for the right change. 

 “I hope she’ll like it. It’s her 12th birthday, you know. She’s a sweet child. How 
quickly my baby’s growing up!”

This is a snapshot of my mother’s shopping trip, way back in 1960. As loving a 
woman as you’d find anywhere. 

For many years her gift, 
my porcelain lady with her 
two poodles, remained on our 
family’s curio shelf. Alas, they 
were knocked from their spot 
by two rollicking kids, my sis-
ter and me. The lady survived 
unscathed; one poodle lost its 
head and was patched up; the 
other, broken beyond repair, 
met its maker on garbage day. 
Back on the shelf went the 
lady with her lone dog; a gold 
chain was left to dangle where 
the other little pooch had been.   

I grew up and found joy 
in my life. And wherever I 
moved, my mother’s gift ac-
companied me. Many a time I 
recounted the story of the gift 
from the one who loved me so 
dearly. 

Years passed, as they 
always do. I married, and in 
1979 my husband and I were 
blessed with a baby girl of our 
own. We named her Sara. She 
grew, learned, had adventures 
and was told the story of the lady with just one poodle. 

One day, the lady, her poodle and the tiny gold chain disappeared from their place in 
the china cupboard. Only Sara seemed to notice.

“Strange, that,” she thought.
But Sara’s life was full, and little else but the joys and pains of growing up occupied 

her mind. It would be her 12th birthday very soon, and as in the past, it would be a very 
special event. I always saw to that. There’d be a party with her school friends, a one-of-
a-kind cake, streamers and balloons, games and, of course, presents.

At long last, the big day arrived. And such a hoopla it was! The missing lady and her 
poodle had been long forgotten. That is, until I came to tuck my daughter in and kiss her 
good-night. 

“Sara, you’ve one more present. I hope you’ll like it.”
I pressed a small lumpy package into my child’s hands. Sensing the tenderness in my 

voice, she hesitated, then instinctively knew the answer to what had seemed so strange 
only a few days before.

Clutching the still unopened gift to her heart, she whispered, “But Mommy, it’s 
yours.”

“It’s yours now, Sara darling.”
I arose quickly, not trusting myself to more conversation. There’d be time for that 

another day. Like the night many years before on my 12th birthday, when my own 
mother had laid bare her hopes and dreams for me, I’d do the same for my daughter. 

That was back in 1991. Today, hundreds of miles away, Sara’s little girl, Mackenzie, 
is growing up, experiencing all that life brings to one so small. But it won’t be long be-
fore she’ll have a 12th birthday. There’ll be the traditional party; we’ll Skype and enjoy 
all the fun of celebrating “live” with our granddaughter.

But when evening comes, and the guests have gone home, there’ll be one more gift 
for Kenzie. Sharing the story that began with the child’s great-grandmother, Sara will 
pass on to her daughter all the hopes and dreams of a mother’s heart, wrapped up pretty 
in a little porcelain lady and her lone pink poodle. 

Until next time . . . happy remembering to you.
Madeline Lister

Madeline Lister is a quilter and writer by heart and by trade. Having retired in 2015 
from the quilt shop she founded with her daughter, Madeline fills her days creating with 
fabric and the pen, and traveling alongside her husband who suffers from an incurable 
case of wanderlust. Madeline writes from their farm in the peaceful wine region of Wil-
cox Corners, Ontario, Canada. She would love to exchange comments and ideas with 
you. Contact her by email: madelinesmusings@gmail.com

Flag Day
By Jo Branham

America made the Stars and Stripes 
her national flag on July 14, 1777. 
While we celebrate our nation’s birth-
day on July 4, we celebrate our flag on 
June 14.

The idea of honoring the flag on the 
day of its adoption is believed to have 
begun in Wisconsin where a school-
teacher, named Bernard J. Cigrand, 
arranged for his students to celebrate 
what he called “Flag Birthday.”

Throughout the years, many other schools and eventually different cities began to 
hold Flag Day celebrations.

 On May 30, 1916, President Woodrow Wilson issued a Proclamation establish-
ing June 14 as Flag Day. However, it wasn’t until August 3, 1949, that President Harry 
Truman signed an Act of Congress that designated July 14 as a national holiday. Many 
cities have parades and festivities to celebrate our glorious flag! God bless America!
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Junction City • Manhattan • Wamego
The Thrill of the Hunt
by Deb Heatherly 

Warmer days have finally arrived and many will take to the road on vacations to 
various locations. Whether it’s trips to the mountains, the beach or to visit friends and 
relatives, if you’re like me, they are an excuse to explore interesting places along the 
way.

I’m always on the look out for quilt shops, antique stores and businesses that repur-
pose older items into new uses. My daughter once described it as an adult treasure hunt, 
and I think she is right. I love the thrill of finding things to bring home, as well as the 
unexpected memories triggered by spying something from my past. 

Many times, it’s a game or a toy that brings back special memories. I vividly re-
member sitting and playing Chinese checkers with my cousins on summer nights after 
a long day at the beach. I had a round metal set that opened so that you could store the 
marbles inside. When I recently ran across a similar set, I felt myself smiling. I swear 
I could almost hear my cousins laughing and smell the Coppertone™ my mom would 
slather on my sunburnt shoulders.  

Sometimes it’s the excitement of finding new additions for a collection or seeing a 
friend do the same. My friend Cacia is constantly on the lookout for lavender transfer-
ware, and it was exciting for us both when she found a piece on a recent trip. She had 
explained to me earlier that the pieces she looks for are getting harder and harder to 
find. She loves to use the pretty plates on special occasions and now, even though it’s 
not something I collect, I find myself searching for pieces for her. 

Plates, games, dolls — almost anything vintage appeals to me — but my favor-
ite things to look for are vintage sewing machines and sewing collectibles. I love 
to imagine the people who used them and what they created. Was it a grandmother 
who was teaching her granddaughter to sew her first seams? Was it an expectant 
mom making tiny layettes for the baby that was soon to enter the world? Or was it a 
quilter like myself piecing scraps together to create quilts to keep her family warm? 
Pin cushions, darning eggs, needle cases — no matter what it is — each piece holds 
a childlike wonder to me, and I will have to admit that many of those finds end up 
following me home. 

One of my all-time favorites is a red, metal thread holder. Its paint is peeling in 
places, and its center pincushion was lost long before this treasure came to live with 
me, but I love it all the same. I’d like to know its history and how it ended up in a 
second-hand store. I’m sure it was once a prized piece for some lucky seamstress, 
and I think this little beauty deserves a much better retirement than the shelf of 
miscellaneous goods that I found it abandoned on. It looked very out of place sit-
ting between plastic flowers and a chipped cup and saucer. If inanimate objects had 
feelings, I’d almost say it was sad. That’s why I just had to bring it home. It now 
sits in a place of honor in my sewing room. 

While any sewing-themed item makes me happy, I will have to admit that by far my 
biggest weakness is old, metal toy sewing machines. I collect the tiny machines, the 
boxes they came in and even advertisements about toy sewing machines. I’ve almost 
run out of places for my hubby to put up shelves to hold them but that does not stop the 
search. 

I blame this obsession on my upbringing, and it happened like this. You see, I 
learned to sew at a very young age on my mother’s Kenmore. She was a very ac-
complished seamstress and after seeing my serious interest, she bought me a ‘real’ 
machine of my very own. I fondly remember making my clothes and, by the age 
of ten, proudly wearing my self-made fashions to school. I loved that machine, and 
it was one of my most prized possessions, but I’ve often wondered if my never 
having a toy machine is what fuels my fascination with these little cuties. I like to 
tell my mother that my addiction to them is all her fault. She then reminds me that I 
would never have been able to make the things I made on a toy.  

I’ll close by quoting the old saying, “Don’t judge a book by its cover.” Some-
times the most out of the way places yield the most fun rewards. My advice to you 
is to be on the lookout for adventure. You never know what you will find. And, hey, 
if you spot a lonely toy machine, give me a shout. I know where it can find a good 
home.

Deb Heatherly is a designer for Creative Grids® rulers and tools. When not in her 
studio, she is on the road doing Creative Grids® lectures and workshops for guilds and 
shops across the country. She is the designer of the Creative Grids Cat’s Cradle tool, 
Strippy Stars tool, Turbo 4 Patch, and the Ultimate Flying Geese tool, and the author 
of the books ‘Cat’itude, Strippy Stars, 4-Patch Panache, and her newest, The Ultimate 
flying Geese Book. Visit her web site at www.Debscatsnquilts.com and on Facebook at 
www.Facebook.com/DebscatsnquiltsFranklin. Creative Grids® fans are invited to join 
Deb’s Facebook group,” Grids Girls,” for tips and inspiration. 
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Over the Teacup . . .
A Gentlemen’s Tea
By Janet Young

Gentlemen’s Afternoon Tea is trending in London. The British tradition has gone 
male. Not long ago tiny crustless sandwiches served on china plates set the tone for a 
typical afternoon tea…but no more. If you choose from the guy’s menu, the primary 
difference is that the sandwiches are of a heartier fare, and, in some establishments, beer 
is offered as an alternative.

It appears that men are enjoying it so much, that they are conducting business meet-
ings over tea. Another option they are choosing is to go to afternoon tea after work, 
rather than the pub. They are discovering that going to tea affords them a place to 
unwind in peaceful tranquility.

With Father’s Day around the corner, wouldn’t it be fun to host a Father’s Day Tea? 
Depending on how you present this, it could easily become a favorite pastime for the 
man in your life and his friends as well.

A sample menu for a rustic tea might consist of soup served in a bread bowl. A 
savory scone such as thyme and cheese, hearty sandwiches, such as roast beef sliders or 
mini cheeseburgers, mini pizza and sausage rolls. Dessert could be a cookie or cupcake 
designed to reflect the theme or interest of the guest(s). For example, a baseball, tools, 
or whatever would reflect the theme or interest of the guest. Another dessert item might 
be chocolate pudding shooters. Put chocolate pudding in a shot glass and top with 
whipped cream and sprinkles. All of the items from soup, to sandwiches, to scone and 
dessert can be served on a wooden board. If you are going the rustic route and wish to 
serve beer, why not pour it into a Mason jar. What man wouldn’t be interested in that 
kind of tea event? 

Of course, you could do the traditional 
version of afternoon tea complete with 
china, tiny sandwiches and rose petals, 
but why not change it a bit. You know 
your man. Is he a traditionalist, or is he 
more an outdoor sports enthusiast? Let 
tradition go. For a masculine approach 
start with the centerpiece. If it is a base-
ball theme, use a cylinder clear glass vase 
and insert baseballs into the container. 
This vase could be placed upon a square 
of grass-looking carpet. Top the vase with 
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 Westmoreland  on 
the

Oregon Trail

Mon: 8-6, Tues.-Fri: 8-5:00, Sat: 8-noon

The West Pharm
Old Fashioned Soda Fountain

Try our Ice Cream As new owners, we are eager and excited 
to meet and serve the 

pharmacy needs of the 
Westmoreland Community

• We take most all insurance
402 Main • 785-457-3611

13th Annual 
Wagon Wheel 
Car Show &
50th Annual 
Oregon Trail 
Festival BBQ
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Show 11-4
Parade 4:30
Street Dance 
5:30-11 pm

Cruise Night on 
the 8th

OREGON TRAIL
RV Park and Campground

North of Main St. on Hwy 99
785-457-3361 • westycity@bluevalley.net

Full Hookups, 
Wifi Now Available

Create a Butterfly Garden and Bring Color 
to your Backyard
By Susan Baldani

Who doesn’t love the beauty and el-
egance of the butterfly? Depending on what 
part of the country you live in, the species 
and colors can vary, but they are all certainly 
eye-catching. 

Unfortunately, many butterfly populations 
have been severely affected in the last few 
years by environmental changes and human 
interference, and they are becoming a rare sight in some states. Butterflies provide an 
important service to our environment by pollinating our plants, spreading pollen over 
large areas and acting as a food source for other species. So why not do something to 
support these amazing insects while at the same time increasing your enjoyment of 
them?

Creating a butterfly garden is not all that hard. With a little prepping and the 
right natural elements, setting one up can be done over a weekend. Depending on what 
species are common to your area, the plants you will need will differ. You can find this 
out by doing a little research online or at the library. Butterflies feed on nectar. Some 
common nectar plants are zinnia, black-eyed Susan, aster and daisy. However, there 
are hundreds of varieties to choose from. Again, the types of plants you purchase will 
depend on where you live and the time of year you are planting. Don’t forget, you also 
have to provide host plants for the larvae, such as milkweed, parsley and dill. After all, 
before the beauty of the butterfly comes the plain old caterpillar. And avoid pesticides at 
all costs so as not to harm the insects.

Of course, your garden should be in a nice sunny spot and somewhat sheltered from 
the wind, if possible. Besides plants, also include some nice big rocks. Butterflies love a 
warm place to land, and rocks work just fine once the sun is done heating them up. An-
other important item butterflies appreciate is fresh water. Fill a bird bath or old container 
and include some wet sand so they have a place to perch while drinking. They cannot 
hover over the water to drink. A small shrub is also welcome as a place where they can 
cool off on a hot day and settle down in the evenings.

As you can see, it doesn’t take much to attract these creatures and add some real live 
color to your garden. You will also be doing these beauties a favor by providing them 
with a sanctuary where they can get the nutrients and the shelter they need to flourish. 
A butterfly garden is a joyous place for these insects and the humans that get to observe 
them. 

 Susan Baldani has an MA in Education and a BA in Psychology. She enjoys writing 
and in addition to writing articles about small town life, is currently working on her 
second book. You can contact her at suebaldani@yahoo.com or through her website at 
www.mywritingwall.com.

To Tea .... pg 7
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Town and Country Cooking . . .
By Janette Hess

“Easy” eating
“Summertime, and the livin’ is easy,” composer George Gershwin observed some 80 

years ago. Fast-forward to summertime 2018, pull some shrimp out of the freezer and 
use shrimp-themed recipes to confirm that summertime eatin’ can be easy, too. Shrimp 
in their fresh or frozen forms are readily available year-round, but they seem like warm-
weather food when they’re not breaded and deep-fried.

Utilizing pre-cooked cocktail shrimp, Marinated Shrimp is an easy dish to assemble. 
Offer it as an appetizer at your next backyard gathering, or discard the lemon slices 
and serve the shrimp, onions, peppers, capers and dressing over a bed of garden-fresh 
greens. Add some sliced avocado and a sprinkling of feta cheese, and salad never tasted 
so good!

Shrimp Creole is not quite as easy to make, but it is exceptionally “easy” to eat. 
Packed with shrimp and seasonal vegetables, this classic dish is delicious as well as 
elegant. If needed, the base may be cooked a day or two in advance and then stored in 
the refrigerator. It also freezes well. For serving, simply heat the base to boiling and add 
raw shrimp as detailed in the recipe. What could be easier on your summer schedule 
than a fabulous make-ahead dish?

Marinated Shrimp

  2 pounds frozen jumbo shrimp
      (pre-cooked, peeled and de-veined with tails intact)
  1 white onion, peeled and thinly sliced
  2 medium lemons, thinly sliced
  ½ cup sliced, drained “pepperoncini” deli-style peppers
  ¼ cup drained capers
  1 cup Italian dressing
  1 tablespoon prepared horseradish
  ½ teaspoon celery seed

Thaw shrimp in refrigerator according to package instructions. (This may take 
overnight.) Pat shrimp dry. Place single layer of shrimp in bottom of 9- by 13-inch dish. 
Cover with half of onions, lemon slices, peppers and capers. Repeat layer. In separate 
bowl, whisk together dressing, horseradish and celery seed. Pour dressing over shrimp. 
Refrigerate 8 to 10 hours, stirring once after 4 to 5 hours. Transfer to a bowl for serving, 
if desired. Makes 8 servings.

Shrimp Creole

  2 pounds shell-on frozen raw shrimp, medium or large size
  ½ cup vegetable oil
  ½ cup flour
  1 large onion, chopped
  1 large bell pepper (red or green), seeded and chopped
  1½ cups chopped celery
  2 to 3 cloves garlic, minced
  2 cups fresh, peeled, chopped tomato
  1 6-ounce can tomato paste
  3½ cups chicken broth
  2 bay leaves
  1 teaspoon Creole seasoning*
  ½ teaspoon dried thyme
  ¼ teaspoon black pepper
  3 tablespoons fresh chopped parsley OR 1 tablespoon dried parsley
  Several dashes of hot pepper sauce, plus more for serving
  8 to 10 servings steamed rice 

Thaw shrimp according to package instructions. Peel, de-vein and remove tails. Re-
frigerate while preparing base. To make base, heat oil in heavy soup pot or Dutch oven. 
Add flour. Reduce heat to medium low. Cook and stir for approximately 15 minutes, or 
until mixture is a rich caramel color. Adjust heat as needed to keep mixture from brown-
ing too slowly or too quickly. Add onion, bell pepper and celery. Simmer 10 minutes, 
stirring occasionally. Add garlic and continue cooking and stirring an additional 5 
minutes. Add chopped tomatoes, tomato paste, chicken broth and all seasonings except 
parsley and hot pepper sauce. Simmer on very low heat for 35 to 40 minutes. Just before 
serving, remove bay leaves and add parsley. Bring mixture to boil and add raw shrimp. 
Cook just until shrimp are opaque. Remove from heat and add several dashes of hot 
pepper sauce. Serve over steamed rice. Makes 8 to 10 generous servings.

*If Creole seasoning is not available, substitute several dashes of Worcestershire 
sauce. 

A trained journalist, Janette Hess focuses her writing on interest-
ing people and interesting foods. She is a Master Food Volunteer with 
her local Extension service and enjoys collecting, testing and sharing 
recipes.

a baseball cap featuring the team of choice. We could give other examples, but I believe 
you are beginning to think of your own ways to have a masculine tea. Remember there 
are many theme possibilities in addition to sports, country… what about nautical, avia-
tion or military.

Not everyone will agree with this new trend, as there is a time and place for cu-
cumber sandwiches. But, I think we can all agree that the time has come to encourage 
men to discover what women have known for a long time -- and that is the pleasure of 
afternoon tea. 

Time will tell if this trend continues. In the meantime, give the Gentlemen’s Tea a 
try this Father’s Day, and see for yourself how the idea is received by your man. Happy 
Father’s Day!

Visit Janet Young’s website at www.overtheteacup.com.

Tea .... from pg 6
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The Collectors Corner
Vintage Wedding Cake Toppers
 Start a Wonderful New Collection
by Valerie Burner

Just the other day a friend was sharing a story about her circle of stuff. She falls in 
love with something and then, before she knows it, she has a collection. After a bit of 
time, she finds herself in love with something else and sells off her old stuff in order to 
get new stuff — thus, the circle of stuff. Sound familiar? It does to me!

Welcome to The Collectors Corner. Over the years I have collected many different 
things and, while I am not an expert at identifying or valuing, I do consider myself very 
experienced in the art of collecting. I love the thrill of the hunt, learning about my new 
finds and talking to people who are passionate about what they collect. I’m always look-
ing for new uses for old things and imaginative ways to incorporate my newest treasure 
into my everyday living.

Not that long ago I stumbled upon some vintage wedding cake toppers. At the time, 
I was planning a wedding shower for a dear friend who loves all things vintage. I didn’t 
have a clue what I was going to do with the beauties but those cake toppers that had 
been lovingly cared for — one still in its original box — needed to come home with 
me and find a new purpose. If I didn’t know better, I’d swear the couples in the toppers 
grinned as they were being purchased and carried out of the store.

Wedding cake toppers gained favor during the Victorian era. They originally consist-
ed of flowers, bells or some object related to the bride and groom and were often made 
by a family member or a professional baker who used frosting or non-edible materials. 

In the 1920s, American high society started the trend of using bride and groom 
figures on the wedding cake. Two things happened in a relatively short span of time 
that fueled the popularity of bride and groom cake toppers. In 1922 Emily Post, an 
American etiquette expert, wrote about wedding cakes and the placement of bride and 
groom figurines atop the cakes. Retailers such as Sears Roebuck & Company began 
selling mass-produced bride and groom wedding cake toppers. They were manufactured 
primarily in the United States, Germany and Japan. In 1927, the Sears catalog had a full 
page devoted to cake toppers: grooms with and without top hats, brides with and with-
out veils, some holding hands, some under gazebos, some surrounded by flowers, but all 

in the classic wedding theme. 
Vintage wedding cake toppers featur-

ing bride and groom figures continued 
to be dominant through the 1950s. They 
were (and still are) a non-perishable 
part of the wedding cake that is kept as 
a reminder of that very special day and 
oftentimes passed down from one genera-
tion to the next. What once was a staple 
of every wedding cake is seen today as 
a lovely connection to the generations 
before us. With today’s cake toppers being 
more reflective of the couple’s style, the 
vintage bride and groom cake toppers can 
seem old fashioned.

Enter the vintage lover, the collector, 
the one who wants to find uses for these beautiful old things. With such a vast variety 
of styles, you can find toppers that reflect different eras. Included are the flapper days 
of the 1920s, 1940s war time brides with grooms often in military attire, 1950s Grace 
Kelly style, 1960s with bouffant hair styles reminiscent of Jackie Kennedy, even ruffled 
shirts and longer hair on the grooms that were both popular in the 1970s, different hair 
colors and skin tones and ones celebrating 25th and 50th wedding anniversaries. Mate-
rials range from chalk ware, composition, celluloid, plastic, crepe paper and netting, 
bisque, some with lace and others with millinery flowers. 

If you have a collector’s heart, it is nearly impossible to have just one. You can find 
them in vintage and antique stores and, if you are lucky, thrift stores or online. Prices 
range from $10 to over $150, with the rarest ones and those made of chalk ware com-
manding the highest prices. Once you have a little group together, the charm, warmth 
and romance is undeniable. A trio displayed under glass cloche on a side table, several 
grouped together with vintage photos in a white cabinet, a vignette that includes a vin-
tage cake plate and pearls on a nightstand — the ideas are endless. Let a little whimsy 
enter your home and surround yourself with things you love.

At the wedding shower for my friend, we used my three lovely toppers to decorate 
the food, dessert and gift tables along with vintage doilies, shades of aqua, ivory and 
brown. It was really lovely. The bride now displays one of those toppers in her home, 
perhaps the beginning of another collection. 

Valerie Burner married into a family of collectors over 25 years ago. The first piece 
she and her husband purchased together was a drop leaf table that has had many uses 
over the years. Their current collections include pink depression glass, vintage Santa 
Clauses and Christmas, Snoopy and, of course, teddy bears. They have owned Bears & 
More in the historic Catlin Court district of Downtown Glendale, AZ, for over 25 years. 
can contact Valerie at bearsmore@aol.com 
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Our farm dog Hank
by Tammy Page

A farm dog’s life is pretty simple and easy. Just ask Hank, our Australian shepherd 
that we purchased from a small farm family. He was the last one available, and we 
could not have been luckier. His deep brown-red and white fluffy coat and big brown 
eyes won us over. He was so adorable and well-behaved. 

You know if you go and look at puppies, you’re going to end up bringing one home. 
In our case, after my husband and I decided we had to have him, we traveled to Franklin 
College to show Hank off to our son who then was a freshman. Needless to say, he was 
the hit of the dorm that day.

From the beginning, Hank was a gentle, old soul. He was a quiet pup and minded 
well. He liked to be around people and would lay at our feet ready for a rub on his head 
and ears. He was easy to train to go outside, although he was not an exclusive indoor 
dog, and he never had any accidents in the house. His favorite time to be indoors was on 
cold, rainy nights where he could cuddle up in front of the fireplace. He wasn’t a finicky 
eater, eating any scrap you gave him, especially vegetables. I never knew a dog who 
loved vegetables like he did. 

I have to admit that living among 
cattle, he had his fair share of cow patties 
and cow feed too. It was not unusual for 
him to also bring dead animals to the 
front yard to show off his finds. If you’ve 
never been around a farm dog, you might 
not know that they eat anything, and I 
mean anything, fresh or rotten. During 
deer season it’s not unusual to see a part 
of a deer out our back door. Those times, 
Hank was not allowed to come into the 
house and looked at us with those big 
brown eyes as if to wonder why we 
didn’t let him join us indoors. Oh, the 
smell!

As our grandchildren started coming 
along, Hank would allow them to lay all 
over him, and they soon loved him as 
much as we did! He would run to greet 
them each time they drove into the driveway and stay close as long as they were visit-
ing.

Every morning and night Hank would wait by the back door for my husband, Bud, 
to go to the barn to feed. Bud would walk or get into the truck, and Hank would run 
beside him all the way to the barn. Once at the barn, Hank would not leave his side. I 
remember there was one cow that did not care for Hank, and she would run after him if 
he came near her calf. It was comical to see him go out of his way to steer clear of her. 

Just a few years ago, at age 11, Hank started slowing down. At his annual summer 
shave (he would get so hot with his thick coat), our groomer found a lump on his rump. 
We had not noticed it under his thick coat. We took him to the vet and discovered it was 
cancer and fast growing. We were all devastated. We were told to take him home and try 
to make him comfortable. Only a few months later our dear, beloved Hank died. It was 
a very sad, sad time, and we cried like babies. We buried Hank on the hill over-looking 
the barn, his favorite place to be. His grave is marked by a wooden cross that my dad 
made for him. Two years later we reminisce about him often and miss his terribly.

-Tammy page lives with her family on a working farm in central Indiana. She enjoys 
collecting items remember from her youth, cooking and decorating her home.

Hank the farm dog
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The Country Register of Kansas Quilting Project
Once again, The Country Register of Kansas is pleased to bring our readers an origi-

nal design quilt from the talented quilt designers of Kansas. Our new quilt is designed 
by Maria McKenzie of First City Quilts in Leavenworth. Consider this a mystery-style 
quilt as we will reveal one block each issue, with the final completed quilt revealed 
when it is time to set the quilt together. According to Maria, it is designed to be a scrap-
py quilt -- so dig through that fabric stash to find your materials. Or visit one of our 
advertising shops to purchase fabric. Here is Block 3.  (Note: If you missed the earlier 
blocks or to see the instruction blocks in color, go to our website www.countryregister.
com/kansas and select the quilt project tab.)

Skill Building Kansas Sampler
This month’s block is the Kansas Dugout. This block was originally featured in the 

Workbasket magazine distributed by the Colonial Pattern Company, located in Kansas 
City, which is still in business today. They are widely renowned for their Aunt Martha’s 
Embroidery Patterns that can be found in many craft stores and quilt shops today.

If you have any problems with any of the blocks in this series, please feel free to call 
the shop at 913-682-8000 or stop by and we will be happy to help you.

Thank you again for joining us and we look forward to serving you and your creativ-
ity. Happy Quilting!

      --- First City Quilts

Block Three – Kansas Dugout Block
Cutting Instructions:
Cream
Cut (32) - 1½” x 1½” squares
Eight Colored Fabrics:
From each color cut (2) - 3½” x 3½” squares
Sewing Instructions:
Use ¼” seam allowance unless otherwise noted.

Draw a diagonal line on the wrong side of the cream 1½” squares

Align a cream square to the upper left 
corner of a colored square as shown. Sew 
along the diagonal line. Trim upper left 
triangle off ¼” past seam. Press toward 
the cream. Make two of each color.

Align a cream square to the lower 
right side of the square, right sides to-
gether as shown. Sew along the diagonal 
line. Trim lower right triangle off ¼” past 
seam. Press toward the cream. Make two 
of each color.

Sew blocks into pairs as shown. Make two of each set. Press seams toward the or-
ange blocks and away from the black blocks.

Sew pairs together to form blocks.
Make two of each combination.
Square to 6½” x 6½”. Press blocks
in direction of arrows as shown below.

Sew pairs of blocks together as shown at right.
Square block to 12½” x 12½”.

Next issue: Block 4, Schoolhouse block.

Sew blocks together in pairs as shown
making sure to turn blocks to match 

the image below. Press seams in direction 
of  arrows as shown below..

Words once spoken, like eggs 
once broken, are hard to mend.
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Prescription for Adventure . . . 

Reaching across the miles... saving the stories
By Naomi Gaede Penner

Texts? Facetime? Skype? FaceBook? Phone Calls? Handwritten notes and letters? 
How do you stay in touch with loved ones and friends who don’t live near you? 

In 1957, my mother, Ruby, was living in the remote village of Tanana, Alaska, where 
my father, Elmer Gaede, was the Public Health physician. There were few telephone 
lines within the village, much less any out of the village, and certainly no communica-
tion devices such as we have today. 

She was accustomed to living in close harmony with her extended Leppke family in 
Kansas and missed dearly the regular get-togethers and the shared traditions. Thus, from 
across the miles that separated her from them, she reached out the only way she could, 
through handwritten and typed letters. (Carbon paper between sheets of plain paper 
multiplied her efforts to family members.) 

September 1957
Mark exhausts me. His favorite entertainment is to throw tissue in the toilet then 

swoosh his hands in the water then he flushes it. Next he tries to drink the air freshner. 
Then he makes himself smell pretty with baby powder. I change his clothes about twice a 
day…we’ve already had frost…Elmer has been moose hunting. 

The mail plane arrived on designated days. My mother felt anxious and disap-
pointed when weather caused delays. She anticipated the handwritten words that felt 
like a reunion of the soul. She 
imagined her mother, Bertha 
Leppke, washing supper dishes, 
wiping her soapy hands on an 
apron, and sitting at the oilcloth 
covered kitchen table in the 
Kansas farm house, with a lined 
notepad. Or she would visual-
ize her mother-in-law, Agnes 
Gaede, in her print apron with 
seam binding around the edges, 
and two flat buttons holding 
everything in place. Perhaps 
Agnes had just tightened the 
last lid on a homemade jelly jar 
or wrapped a cooled, fresh loaf 
of bread, before sitting at her kitchen table in the California bungalow. Even though she 
was weary from a full day’s work, her care and concern for her son and his family, in 
that terribly faraway place, motivated her to write a letter. 

Thousands of miles away, my mother would sit at her kitchen table, with letter in 
hand and a cup of hot tea, reading slowly each word, warmed by both the sender’s love 
and the steaming brew. Someone else might not have cared what the wheat prices were 
in Kansas, how many tenths of an inch of rainfall was measured, or what new piece of 
equipment had been purchased, but she did. Especially tantalizing was to read which 
particular fruit was ripe in California. She appreciated being kept in the loop of celebra-
tions, illnesses and funerals. When she read that other family members had struggles 
with potty-training, bedtimes and picky eaters, she sighed with relief that she wasn’t the 
only one. Letters were like a friendly visit or a hug across the miles. 

This communication was not tossed into the trashcan. It was read by my father, 
discussed at the supper table and reread again. By osmosis, my sister, Ruth, and I kept 
up with our grandparents and cousins. The emotional bond across time and distance was 
encouraged.

In California, when everyone finished absorbing the news, Agnes Gaede, tucked the 
letter into a box for safekeeping. My mom had requested she do so. “Someday a book 
might be written about our family’s experiences,” she said. Indeed that happened with 
“Alaska Bush Pilot Doctor,” “From Kansas Wheat Fields to Alaska Tundra: a Menno-
nite Family finds Home,” and yet to come, “The Bush Doctor’s Wife.” Imagine if all the 
communication had been with texts, telephone conversations, or Face Time? 

• • •
Do you anticipate and save memories? How? Who is your family historian? What do 

you enjoy most about those stories? 

Find and purchase Naomi’s Prescription for Adventure books, at 
www.prescriptionforadventure.com or by calling 303.506.6181. In 
Kansas, available at: Faith & Life (Newton) or Kansas Originals 
(1-70 at Wilson.) 
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Kat’s Fabric Store
932 West 47 Hwy, Girard
(7 miles west of Girard in Greenbush)
620-704-8213
www.katsfabricstore.com
Hours: Tu-Fri 10-6; Sat. 10-2:30
On Facebook

Sometime’s a road trip is really a side trip. That was the case when I visited Kat’s 
Fabric Fabric Store near Girard recently. We were in the area for family business – my 
husband is from southeast Kansas – and owner Kat O’Toole had called to see if she 
could get more Country Registers. It was the perfect excuse to see what Kat’s Fabric 
Store was all about.

The shop is located on Highway 47 at the little village of Greenbush between Girard 
and St. Paul. Greenbush isn’t on my map. The collection of buildings include the Green-

bush Southeast Kansas Educa-
tion Service Center and a few 
houses. One of those is Kat’s. 
The shop is located in her yard.

Kat’s friendly greeting when 
we walked in matched the 
warm feeling of the shop. High 
ceilings, lots of light, custom 
cabinetry and, of course, bolts 
and bolts of fabric. But the shop 
didn’t start out like that.

Some businesses start full-
blown and ready to go, and 
some grow a little more organi-
cally. Kat’s Fabric Store fits into 
the latter category.

According 
to Kat, she 
began seri-
ously quilting 
in 2012, after 
she left her 
full-time job, 
and soon 
began quilt-
ing for others 
out of her 
home. She 
started car-
rying some 
fabric for the 

convenience of her customers and for her own 
use. The fabric inventory just kept growing until it began taking over the house. At that 
point, Kat and her husband, Mike, decided it was time to get serious about the shop and 
take back their house.

The couple built a building tailored for her fabric store – with space in the back for 
Mike. Unfortunately for Mike, the fabric may soon push him out of storage space again, 
Kat laughed. After moving into the building just last August, she already has plans for 
how she can expand her ever-growing inventory into the rest of the building.

That inventory is best described as eclectic. She currently stocks just over 2,000 
bolts of fabric with an eventual goal of 4,000 bolts. The shelves range from high end 

quilting cottons 
to 108”-wide 
quilt backings to 
cuddly Minky, 
fleeces and flan-
nels. Whether 
you are looking 
for kids novelty 
fabric, patri-
otic fabric, 30s 
reproductions, 
panels or blend-
ers, she probably 
has something for 
you. 

“We have 
name brand fab-
rics – I just got 
in 100 bolts of 
Riley Blake and 
Fabriquilt last 

week –at very 
competitive 
prices,” Kat 
said.

She works 
with her sup-
pliers to get the 
best deals she 
can.

“I pass my 
savings on to 
the customer 
so they have a 
more affordable 
project,” Kat 
said. “We have 
a good mix of 
styles and color 
selection to 
choose from.”

The shop 
also carries a large selection of thread, notions, 
tools and some gift items.

Kat is starting to schedule classes and work-
shops with the first class scheduled for June 23. 
The coloring embroidery class will be taught 
by Erica Plank. The class is limited, however, 

Girard - Greenbush

Sample quilts made by Kat O’Toole with 
fabrics from the shop. She carries a 
number of bolts of Quilts of Valor and 
patriotic fabric.

Fabric fills the shelves in the brightly lit display area of Kat’s Fabric Store

Kat’s Fabric Store carries a large inventory of children’s, some period reproduc-
tions, seasonal fabric year-round, flannels, fleeces and Minky.



for those interested in learning more about the technique, Plank will 
give a presentation on June 22 from 6:30-8:30 to which all are welcome.

A longarm quilting machine in 
the back of the shop is a reminder 
that Kat’s Fabrics started as a 
quilting business, and she still 
does a lot of custom quilting. She 

is currently three to four months out on quilting.
Kat has enjoyed watching her business, the only quilt shop in Crawford County, 

take off.  Helping her in the shop is her daughter, Savanna, and grandbaby Nate. He’s 
not very useful when it comes to stocking shelves, but he still brings customers into the 
shop. You can’t argue about the value of cute.

“People stop in just to see the baby,” Kat said with a smile.

Conveniently located on the highway, I would recommend a stop at Kat’s Fabric 
Store. And you can easily combine it with other nearby Country Register advertisers 
who we have featured in previous issues of the paper including: 

Heavenly Kneads and Threads 
724 Bridge St • Humboldt, 
The Quilter’s Patch 
 119 N Marks • Edna, 
Needle Me Forever (custom quilter Barb Babcock)
408 E. Washington • Arma
Threadworks I 
Chanute
All shops are a very easy driving distance of each other and would make a great do-

it-yourself shop hop or road trip.
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Just some 
of the thread 
selection in the 
shop.
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Life in Skunk Hollow  . . .     
by Julie A. Druck

 

Hidden Treasure
 
One of our family’s favorite pastimes during this season of the year is yard saling. 

Every Saturday is a potential treasure hunt! That doesn’t mean that every week we 
come home with a trunkful of treasures. Sometimes it’s just fun to look! We’ve discov-
ered over our years of yard saling that every sale has a slightly different “feel” to it. 
There are those that contain nothing but junk -- and the sellers should have carted the 
stuff to the dumpster instead of going to all that work! Some sales have lots of goodies 
priced super, super low. At those, we often find ourselves buying items for family and 
friends and neighbors and enemies because we can’t let the stuff sit on the table for 
those prices! Other sales are very much geared to the guys, with hunting, fishing and 
sporting goods galore. Some are nothing but we-had-our-last-baby-and-it’s-time-to-get-
rid-of-all-this-baby-stuff sales. One of my favorite types of yard sales are those where 
elderly people are cleaning out their attics. They often contain such fascinating knick-
knacks from decades long ago.

 I was reminded recently of a sale-like-none-other that we went to in the vicinity of 
our little mountain cabin in northern Pennsylvania. We stopped at a house that was hav-
ing a sale advertised in the local newspaper. The first thing I noticed was the large sign 
labeled “Fairfield House” in the front yard. I was immediately intrigued. The house it-
self wasn’t much – it had a building block look to it, with additions stacked on here and 
there. But, something about the name on the sign made me wonder if it had once been 
an inn or a bed-and-breakfast back in its glory days. The next thing that caught my eye 
was a garage sale sign that was displayed jauntily on a metal stand. It was the type of 
stand that might have once served as a holder for the placards in old plays where each 
act was announced by a pretty lady. We piled out of the car and meandered our way 
back down the drive, coming upon a beautiful old gas lamp for sale. It was so similar to 
the lamppost in C. S. Lewis’ The Lion, The Witch & The Wardrobe that I should have 
known right then and there that something magical was afoot.

 Upon first glance, the sale looked a bit like a going-out-of-the-craft-business 
liquidation. With grapevine forms and artificial berries and all manner of fake flowers 
spread out on the driveway, I mentally categorized this sale as a goldmine for crafters. 
But as I stepped into the dim light of the garage, I knew that we had come across a 
type of sale that we’d never experienced before.

 The first thing that came to me was the realization that classical music was being 
played in the background – a bit unusual for a garage sale setting but intriguing. As my 
eyes adjusted to the low lighting, I caught a glimpse of a man in the far corner. In that 
moment of assessment, I knew intuitively that he must be an artist of some sort, prob-
ably very intelligent, a bit (more than a bit?) shy with a melancholy air surrounding 
him. He looked a little sad, a little sweet, a little chubby and definitely like someone 
who has a life story just begging to be told. 

The man watched quietly as we browsed through the wares – and, oh, be still my 
heart! – those wares were something to see. Beautiful old dishes, a ‘60s fondue set, 
Bing Crosby records and books that hadn’t been read in a long time: item after item 
that resulted in tiny gasps of pleasure from my vintage-loving heart. And it wasn’t just 
the items in and of themselves that were beautiful, but everything in that garage was 

displayed, positioned and labeled meticulously with a description of the item and 
its price. Everywhere you looked were vignettes – lovely little groupings of items that 
complimented one another perfectly. I can’t begin to describe the pleasure that roomful 
of beauty brought to me. It was truly a work of art.

As the rest of my family meandered out of the garage and back down the drive, I 
was hesitant to leave. I lingered a little longer, relishing the inspiring atmosphere, and 
then slowly made my way out of the garage. Part of me wanted to buy something just 
to draw the artist from the corner and see how he would interact with me. And yet, an-
other part was hesitant, thinking that to move a single thing felt like marring the beauty 
of his masterpiece.

I turned then, quietly telling him to “Have a nice day.” He lowered his head and 
mumbled something I missed. I wish now that I had, instead, thanked him for the gift 
of the lovely memory he had given me that day. In my mind, what I took from that sale 
was far better than driving away with a trunkful of cheap, yard-sale booty. 

 
Julie Druck is from York, Pennsylvania, and writes from her farm in Skunk Hollow. 

She’d welcome your comments at thedrucks@netzero.com.



Random Acts
by Maranda K. Jones

Chance
Coffee cans covered with construction paper lined the tables around the lunchroom. 

Each one was placed next to a prize carefully described in marker for hopeful ticket 
holders to drop in their chance to win. Baskets of all sorts drew community members’ 
attention as they walked through the cafeteria. Eyes perused the envelopes of certificates 
and services donated for a good cause. The Community Ver-
sus Cancer has become an important tradition in this town. 
It is a way for all to support those affected… each other …
everyone.

My children were excited to play along, and we happily 
gave them a pen to write down their names on the perforated 
pieces of paper. They made their choices after much delib-
eration and crossed their fingers.

Presley was hoping to win some gift cards to dine out. 
She put her tickets in the can next to a certificate for break-
fast, her favorite meal, along with several in the muffins and pizza prizes. She was also 
interested in a basket full of pink items. Teague was eyeing a basketball along with 
some other enticing sporting goods. He spread his tickets out among the various cans, 
wishing for the toys and games. Both of these children’s choices made sense to us. Our 
youngest, however, had her heart set on a bucket full of car wash supplies. She dropped 
every ticket she had signed in this can and 
flashed us a confident smile.

People crowded around to see if their 
numbers had been drawn, eager to claim their 
raffle prizes at the local fundraiser. We read 
our names among the many on the handwrit-
ten signs hanging with masking tape on the 
wall behind the cafeteria tables. I did not see 
my own name, but my children were listed.

When they saw their names posted, our 
kids were anxious to pick up their winnings 
and asked me to help. Several high school 
seniors running the booth welcomed us when 

we stepped up. They asked how we were, thanked us for buying tickets and congratu
lated the kids on winning. I always enjoy interacting with respectful students 
contributing to their school and society, especially when such students once called me 
their teacher.

I visited with one young lady who was in my preschool class years prior to this night 
in her last year of high school. She had not changed much. She was taller of course, yet 
still outgoing, smiling and ready to help. She humbly accepted my compliments on a 
successful night. She took our tickets, handed 
us our newly acquired bucket full of car wash 
supplies and read my daughter’s name aloud. 
“Wow! All these years and I never knew your 
first name was Malena.” 

I replied, “It’s not. That’s my daughter’s 
name.” And before I had a chance to add any 
more information to this conversation, she 
asked and answered her own question. “Oh! 
You still go by Mrs. Jones.”

© 2018 Maranda K. Jones
Maranda Jones’ new book Random Acts 

is now available at amazon.com. The book 
includes her reader-acclaimed articles from 
the last decade.
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The Dropped Stitch . . .
by Sharon Greve

Have Craft Bag — Will Travel
Vacations are a time to relax and decompress -- right? But, as we all know, travel 

itself is stressful, especially air travel. However, knitting and crocheting have been 
proven to help reduce stress. Since most airlines limit carry-on bags to one personal 
item -- purse or laptop bag -- to be stored under the seat in front of you and one small 
suitcase in the overhead storage, place your craft bag and purse into the personal item 
bag. This assures your project will be with you and handy for long or delayed flights. 
The following travel pack checklist will help you pack your crafting bag for easy airport 
security and enjoyable flights.

CRAFT BAG CONTENTS

HOOKS AND NEEDLES: Pack them for easy access. No rules disallow sewing 
needles. To be on the safe side, don’t take your best hooks or needles. Crochet hooks 
are typically allowed with no issues. Pack plastic or bamboo hooks or knitting needles, 
which are less threatening as weapons than aluminum or steel tools.

SCISSORS: These are often considered potential weapons. Pointed-tip metal 
scissors longer than four inches are banned from planes. Instead, substitute a pair of 
children’s plastic scissors or a dental floss container with thread cutter.

STITCH MARKERS: Pack several as they are necessary for those unexpected 
pauses without losing your place or dropping stitches.

PATTERN: You can’t work if the pattern is left at home. Minimize the directions 
on small sheets of paper on a small magnetic board so you don’t have to juggle a large 
floppy sheet on your lap which will slide off.

ROW COUNTER: It’s a necessary item to avoid being lost (leads to frustration) as 
to which row or stitch you are on with all the travel conversations, noise and interrup-
tions that take place in an airport and on planes. An offline phone app also works.

YARN: Include what you will use on each flight; pack the remainder in your suit-
case. Washable yarn is best. Turbulence can cause spills right onto your project. Lighter 
weights are best, such as worsted weight, sport or DK. Bulky yarns demand too much 
packing space, and they don’t offer a lot of yardage. What a shame to quickly use up 
the yarn and find yourself sitting in an airport for hours with nothing to work on due to 
flight delays. Center-pull yarn skeins/balls are great, because they don’t move around 
and are less likely to fall off your lap to a floor space you can’t reach. Leave color 
change projects at home. The many balls of color absorb suitcase space and more move-
ment in your seat. Consider monochrome projects or variegated yarn. Crochet Thread: 
Although thread is lighter than yarn, it’s not a first choice for plane travel unless you are 
an experienced crocheter. Turbulence can cause the sharp hook point to jam into your 
hand, the needle to drop on the plane floor to who knows where, and the thread ball to 
roll somewhere undesirable. Also, thread requires more concentration than what you 
have on a long flight.

Remember you are on a vacation to enjoy yourself, which includes feeling well. 
Don’t craft continuously. Take short breaks, stopping every half hour for a few minutes. 
Stay alert for flight information to avoid stress. Due to the closeness of plane seats, your 
arms won’t fit naturally in your seat space, which can cause tension in your wrists, pain 
in your neck and shoulders and even lead to headaches. Use a stitch marker in your 
work, set your project in your lap and release the tension from your body. If possible, 
do some micro-stretching -- especially for hands and wrists -- in your seat during short 
breaks. Don’t hesitate to use your overhead light to avoid eye strain while working in a 
low-lit plane.

TSA and airline guidelines are occa-
sionally updated. Check the official list of 
prohibited items before flying. Traveling 
internationally? Double-check the above 
information as rules often differ and can 
be stricter at foreign airports than in the 
United States. A broken foreign rule can 
lead to a disastrous vacation. No one wants 
that experience!

READY—PACKED—GO
©2018 Sharon Greve. Contact 

castonshar@charter.net No reprint without 
permission.
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The Knitting Savant . . .

Pattern protocols
By Andrea Springer

The only thing that may be bigger than a knitter’s yarn stash is our pattern files. We 
all have files, magazines and books filled with designs that caught our eye once upon 
a time. With Ravelry, Pinterest and other internet sites our ability to bookmark and 
store patterns became limitless, and our ability to download our current knitting fancy 
became as easy as a click to download. If you use a tablet or smart phone to read your 
patterns on pdfs – even printing to paper is optional! 

I didn’t realize until recently how the sale of books and paper patterns in local yarn 
shops had dropped in recent years. An LYS owner remarked that their percentage of 
sales of individual patterns and books were much less now than when they opened over 
a decade ago. “Almost everyone gets their patterns online and they are either free or 
come directly from the designers.” 

The business model has changed and with it, some knitters’ attitudes about access to 
and use of designs. Access to patterns and information is so abundant, it can be easy to 
assume that most patterns are available somewhere for free.

I stumbled across a social media thread a few weeks ago where a knitwear designer 
was defending the fee she charged to purchase her patterns. She outlined the hours spent 
in developing the design, working on the written pattern, working with test knitters to 
be sure the instructions were clear, having the finish piece photographed, and then de-
signing a pleasing, easy to read, finished pattern. She was frustrated people balked at the 
few dollars she asked in return for her hard work, especially when those dollars helped 
keep a roof over her head and food on her table. 

This designer’s posts were a reminder for me. I thought about how many times I’d 
been inspired by a photograph of a beautiful handknitted garment, the time and energy 
that I invested in choosing and purchasing the perfect yarn, and then in working on the 
project. I wouldn’t have gotten so much enjoyment out of the project if it hadn’t been 
for the time and effort of the designer. And as a small business owner, I like knowing 
I’m fairly compensating another business owner, the designer. Creative individuals give 
the world so much joy, and knitting designers are part of that tribe – they deserve to 
know their work is valued.

It’s easy to find free patterns online, and we can use them to stretch our knitting 
budget. It’s also easy to assume that designers view the work they share with us as a 
fun hobby – and for some, it very well could be – but for many it’s a business that helps 
support an individual or a family. One of the great things about knitting is the commu-
nity that it builds. Let’s make sure we continue to support pattern designers as a part of 

our circle. 

Andrea Springer blogs at www.knittingsavant.com where 
she helps folks remember that they have everything they need to 
be successful in knitting and in life. You can share comments or 
ideas with her at andrea@knittingsavant.com or follow Knitting 
Savant on Facebook and Twitter.

•Agenda
•Belleville
•Scandia

Experience 
Republic 
County

Visit Us on Your Next Road Trip!
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A Mother’s Gifts                                                                                                                                  
by Kerri Habben

One Mother’s Day about 30 years ago, I gave my mother a coffee mug. The vessel 
is adorned with a cottage and garden, and at the bottom of it is a quote from Abraham 
Lincoln.  It says, “All that I am or hope to be I owe to my mother.”

My mother has given me many gifts over the course of our life together since I was 
born 45 years ago. Perhaps the most important one is that for as long as I can remember 
she told me that she would always love me. She said that she may not always approve 
of what I did, but that she would always love me. Because of this assurance I never 
doubted her devotion to me. It made me want to be a better person and to make good 
choices.

She encouraged me to always come to her because, “Communication is everything. 
If you cannot communicate, you don’t have anything.”  Is it any wonder that we became 
best friends?

I learned from my mother how to love with a whole heart. She gives fully of herself, 
even as she maintains her own identity. She has always been genuine, never pretending 
to be something she isn’t. She never hides a part of herself because someone may or 
may not approve. She may cloak it in a way to suit the environment, but she is always 
beautifully authentic.

For all of these reasons and more, she is one of the bravest, strongest people I know.
Three years ago Mom had a mastectomy. Not from breast cancer with the traditional 

markers; after some analysis and pondering, the tumor board’s best guess was squamous 
skin cancer. Before she went to the hospital, I sat in the living room one night as she 
rested. My packed bag was ready. For as long as she was there, I would be there.

I came to the chair to pray, believing that when I sat down I would beg for her to 
live. However, I found that I was flooded with gratitude. My prayer was something like 
this:

“Thank you, God, for all of the years You have given me with Mom. You know that I 
want more time. But she is Your child, and I know that You will not let her down. You 

know what is best for her. Therefore, I humbly pray, 
‘Thy Will Be Done.’”

In 2015 God answered my prayer with a healing 
and a cure. Between then and these last months, we had 
two and a half years of joy and sheer thankfulness. We 
returned to the rhythm of our lives, cooking and knitting 
together, sitting on the porch and enjoying the garden. 
We laughed, did our errands and watched hockey and 
baseball. We sang hymns and praised God for each new 
day.

It is now spring-time 2018, and I find that my unex-
pected prayer has lived close to the surface for six months now. For whatever the cancer 
was then, it metastasized to the brain. 

On March 13 my mother passed away in our home with myself and a dear friend at 
her side.

Through the sadness these truths I know: my mother loves me, and I will always 
love her.

God, whose she is, holds her in the palm of His hand. She is now in a place of peace 
I cannot begin to fathom.

As her coffee mug from 30 years ago says, “All that I am or hope to be, I owe to my 
mother.”

Kerri Habben is a writer, photographer, and crochet instructor living in Raleigh, 
NC. An avid crocheter and knitter, she learned these skills from her grandmother and 
mother.  Many of her yarn creations she donates to those in need. Kerri has gathered 
a decade of essays she is working to publish and can be reached at 913jeeves@gmail.
com.
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Building Harmony . . .
Episode 60: Into the future
By Jeff Cappis

I’ve often wondered: If you could see the future, would you really understand what is going on there? Who of us wouldn’t 
want to know if given the chance. To see my future, I had to meet someone else’s past.

Mrs. Andolini is a neighbor of ours. She lives two acreages down and across the road from our place. She and Mr. Andolini 
came here from the old country over 50 years ago and have made quite nice lives for themselves. Except for the sound of the oc-
casional house trashing argument, (Mrs. Andolini does have a temper), they have been pretty good neighbors.

From time to time relatives from the old country come to visit, and the Andolinis invite us over. I particularly enjoy Mrs. Ando-
lini’s relatives. Many of them are very colorful people who love to share their knowledge and talents.

Her uncle Francesco, for example, showed me how he could belch the alphabet. That’s what they do for fun at his vineyard. 
He got as far as the letter “R” and it took him trying all evening to get that far. Fun times. Her brother was an expert on wines and 
insisted on sampling over 15 different bottles with us. Cathy and I had a fun walk home that night.

So, when Mrs. Andolini’s visiting sister Iris told us she was psychic, I really didn’t expect anything too serious. “I can see 
things. Come,” she said in broken English, “sit with me. Maybe we see your future.” My wife Cathy went first.

She smiled at Cathy and looked at her through kind elderly eyes. After a moment, she put her hand down on Cathy’s and said 
with a smile, “You have a good soul. A strong soul. You will live to an elderly age and enjoy your great-grandchildren. I see steady 
fortune in your life. You will be surrounded always by family and friends.”

“My husband too?” Cathy asked. 
“Sure, why not,” Iris replied. Then she looked at 

me and whispered to Cathy, “But the future isn’t writ-
ten in stone. You can always change your mind about 
him. I see a younger looking man.” Everyone laughed 
except me.

Then came my turn. She looked into my eyes. I 
looked into hers. She squinted. I squinted. Her eyes 
went wide. Alarmed, my eyes went wide. Then her 
eyes went narrow and she told me to knock it off. I 
relaxed the eye thing and after a moment she spoke.

“You are an old soul,” she said. I was flattered. 
“Not a very smart one though.” Insulted. “But you 
will have much luck.” Flattered again. “I hope it 
isn’t all bad.” 

“Is this fun for you?” I asked. “Quit talking and 
let me concentrate,” she demanded. I watched her for 
a moment as she seemed to be watching my future 
before her eyes. I tried not to look too intense about it, 
but inside, I had a laser focus on her every word.

“I see you running around with your face on fire.”
“What!?” I demanded.
“It will probably improve your looks,” she added. 

Everyone laughed except me.
Bummer. Well that was it. I was in a funk but tried not to show it. Luckily the evening didn’t go on too much longer. After 

some pleasant conversation and another glass of wine, we bid them good night and began our walk. All the way home, I steamed 
about that bitter old bitty and her two-bit prophesies. Improving my looks by burning my face? My wife finding a younger man? I 
think that one steamed me the most. Cathy tried to reassure me.

When we got home, I went to wash up for the night and looked at myself in the mirror. There was an old man looking back at 
me. In that moment of insecurity, I decided to shave my beard off. It had gone grey and maybe it was time to go anyway.

With the only razor blade I had left (a dull one), I proceeded to scrape the old beard 
off. I nicked myself quite a few times, but my bare skin felt good. Then I applied the 
aftershave.

Talk about running around with your face on fire! I was trying very hard not to 
scream, but man that stuff burned! Cathy heard the commotion and ran in just in time to 
see me running my face under the tap. What a panic.

When I was done, she wiped the water from my face with a towel and ran her hand 
down my smooth cheeks.

“You look 10 years younger,” she said in a soft voice. “I change my mind about you. 
I’ll take this young man in front of me.” At that point, I couldn’t have loved her more.

I guess Iris was a psychic after all. But, instead of playing around with me like that, 
couldn’t she have just given me some future @#$%! lottery numbers?
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Quilting with Barbara . . .
Buying for the stash
By Barbara Conquest

Spring, you say? Bring it on! Winters in northern climes like ours can be long and 
miserable, so for temporary relief in March we spent a few days on Vancouver Island 
where spring enters Canada in February or March, rather than April or May as in the 
rest of the country. 

My winter-induced lassitude disappeared as soon as I saw the first green grass and 
a few crocuses shortly after we deplaned, and in a day or two I decided to stop at a few 
quilt shops to add to my stash. The welcome and enthusiasm from staff at two stores in 
particular, Kismet in Port Alberni and Kaleidoscope near Duncan, reinforced my stash-
building tendencies, and I was lucky enough to find several useful pieces to add to my 
collection in just a few minutes at each store. As all quilters know, time is of the essence 
when someone who doesn’t quilt is waiting for someone who does. So how could I be 
quick and efficient and keep peace in the family? Upon reflection, I realized my search, 
which on the surface seemed random, really conformed to a few personal unwritten 
principles and procedures, which I had unconsciously developed over the years and 
would like to share. 

First, check out the marked-down fabrics, even the ugly ones. They too need a home, 
and you may find them surprisingly useful. Case in point: a few years ago, I bought 
several metres of a fabric I considered ugly (I didn’t like the colours) because the price 
-- but not the quality – was extremely low. I assume other shoppers shared my attitude 
because there was so much left on the bolt. This fabric lived in my stash until this past 
winter when I hauled it off the shelf. Because I had bought a sizeable quantity it made 
perfect backing for a single quilt, a lap quilt and a wall hanging! Ugly no longer, it was 
a perfect complement to the tops, and inexpensive too. Win-win.

Try for variety in your stash – dark, medium, light, bright, pastel, large prints, small 
prints, abstracts, florals… We tend to buy our favourite colours over and over, which 
narrows variety. The impact of a quilt depends greatly on contrast. In fact, some veteran 
quilters consider contrast more important than colour. If you have an assortment of fab-
rics of different values and colours, there’s a good chance that you’ll find just what you 
need in your stash, avoiding an emergency trip to a shop.

Look for neutrals – greys, tans, creams, tone-on-tones – especially if they are on 
sale. Neutrals are needed in most projects, so buy as much as your budget allows. You’ll 
use them.

Avoid directional fabrics unless you have a concrete plan for them. They must be cut 
and placed carefully; your options will be limited and fabric wasted if they can be used 

in only one orientation. 
Avoid theme fabrics if buying for your stash. Even if the colours are perfect, an inap-

propriate print may destroy the intended mood of the quilt. Exception: when you are 
collecting them for future use in a theme quilt. (Ask me how many pieces of cat fabric I 
have).

The most important guideline? When you see a fabric that you simply must have, 
BUY SOME no matter the cost (within reason). If you have diligently accumulated 
a varied group of fabrics, it is very likely something you already have in your stash 
cupboard will complement this special purchase, and you will be well on your way to 
starting a new project. Happy hunting! 

Barbara Conquest writes her column from Blue Sky Quilting in Tofield, AB. © Bar-
bara Conquest.



June/July 2018 • page 21The Country Register • Kansas

Wichita • Out of State
Common Threads Regional Quilt Show

June 21-23
Century II • Wichita KS
wichitaquiltshow.com



Page 22 • June/July 2018

Garden Plain • Kechi • Newton • Park City
The Country Register • Kansas

Celebrating Fif-TEA Years
When my parents celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 1974, they seemed 

so old to me. My husband and I had been married for only seven years at the time, and I 
wondered if we would reach this amazing milestone — 43 years down the road.

Surprising Anniversary
To our joy, we did reach our fif-TEA-eth anniversary. Remembering my thoughts 

about my parents’ age, I asked my husband, Milt, “Are we old?”
“No,” Milt replied, “just older.” I smiled. 
And so, young at heart and thankful for each other, we celebrated our fif-TEA-eth 

anniversary on June 24, 2017. The 36 relatives, who came from four states and repre-
sented four generations, ranged in age from six months to 81 years. As we gathered in 
my niece’s home, we celebrated with a short program: singing together, sharing five 
scenes from our marriage (read by our kids and grandkids), and thanking God for His 
love and faithfulness throughout our marriage (Psalm 115:1).

The menu included tea, but rhubarb punch was the big hit on that warm summer 
day. In addition to finger foods, we enjoyed a delicious raspberry-filled white cake with 
creamy frosting that said, “To God be the glory.” An overflowing chocolate fountain 
topped off the event.

On another sunny day, to continue celebrating our 50th anniversary, we invited my 
college roommate and her husband over. They had also been married for 50 years and 
were part of our wedding party. We shared memories as well as tea and “golden anni-
versary” pie a la mode on our deck. (See pie recipe elsewhere.)

Surprising Gift
Our 50th isn’t the only anniversary we have celebrated. Sometimes we marked our 

milestone with family or friends, but most often the two of us went out for breakfast, 
dinner or to explore a tearoom. And, some anniversaries included unexpected surprises.

One that stands out was when we stopped at a friend’s home after eating out. She 
was recovering from surgery and was glad to see us. Although she didn’t know it was 
our anniversary, God did, and He had a surprise waiting. My friend had collected lovely 
tea things over the years and was ready to share them with someone who would cherish 
them. Knowing how much I was steeped in tea, she offered me her valuable Petit Point 
china tea set for six. It included a teapot, cups and saucers, plates and serving trays. She 
also gave us a small Czechoslovakian teapot with a matching sugar and creamer set. 
With my husband’s Czech heritage, this was extra special. We felt God smiling on us 
with this TEA-lightful anniversary surprise.

Forever Young 
No matter if we’re young or old, celebrations and teatimes connect us with others. 

For us, spending time with our grandkids and sharing tea with them and others keeps 
us young. Recently, our youngest granddaughter, now seven and knowing my age, said, 
“Grandma, you don’t seem that old.” When I asked, “How old do I seem?” she replied, 
“About the age of my friends.”

As my husband said, we may be older, but we are definitely not old! And that’s 
something to celebrate.

I’m ready for another cup of Wedding Tea.* Will you join me?
*Harney & Sons: white tea flavored with vanilla, lemon, and rose buds and rose 

petals—a gift we received from my niece on our fif-TEA-eth anniversary.

Lydia E. Harris, known as “Grandma Tea,” wrote the book Preparing My Heart for 
Grandparenting (AMG Publishers). She holds a master’s degree in home economics.

From Lydia’s Recipe File: “Golden Anniversary” Pie
I have made this pie several times and served it to friends who were also celebrating 

50 years of marriage. If you like peaches and apricots, it’s a real treat.

Ingredients for 8” pie:
Pastry for 2-crust pie (purchase ready-made or 

prepare your favorite recipe)
1 cup fresh, sliced apricots
1 cup fresh, sliced peaches (about 2)
1 cup fresh, sliced nectarines (about 1 large)
2/3 cup sugar
2 tablespoons minute tapioca
2 tsp. butter 

Directions:
Preheat oven to 425 degrees.
Prepare crust and line an 8-inch pie pan. Combine fruits, sugar and tapioca. Pour 

fruit mixture into the pastry-lined pan. Dot with butter. Cover with top crust.
Seal and flute edges of crust. Moisten the top crust with a little water. Sprinkle on 

coarse sparkling sugar. Make a few slits in the top crust.
Bake 30 to 35 minutes, or until crust is golden brown and juice bubbles through slits 

in the crust. Remove pie from oven and place on cooling rack. Serve warm with ice 
cream, if desired. Makes 6 servings

Tip: For a 9-inch pie, increase apricots to 2 cups, sugar to 1 cup, and tapioca to 3 
tablespoons. May need extra baking time. If fresh apricots are not available, use drained 
canned apricots.
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Calendar of Events

When making a road trip, always call ahead to confirm times and dates. We make every 
attempt to provide accurate information, but there are instances when things change. 
Always check weather conditions and travel safe.

  

May
 31-June 2…2018 Celebration of Orphan Train Riders, Concordia, p. 17

June
 1-2…Orphan Train Celebration, Concordia, p.17
 2…Sidewalk Sale @ Craft-ee Crafters Craft Mall, Topeka, p. 8
 2-9…June Sale @ Chris’ Corner Quilt Shop, Ottawa, p. 
 8…Best Friends Day Special @ Sew What Quilt Shop, Marion, p. 15
 9…Celebrate Knitting in Public Day!
 9…Outdoor Quilt Show “Quilts in the Courtyard,” Holton, p. 7
 9…16th Annual Paola Heartland Car Show, Paola, p. 9
 9…Bed Turning – Quilt Show @ Smoky River Quilt Shoppe, Oakley, p. 18
 14…Dream Big Husqvarna Viking Educator Event @ A-1 Sewing Center, Wichita,  
  p. 21
 16…Butterfly Arts & Music Fest, Ottawa, p. 10
 21-23…Common Threads Regional Quilt Show, Wichita, p.  21 
 21-Sept. 4…Row by Row Experience, p. 23
 29-30…Stamp & Scrapbook Expo, Kansas City, MO, p. 12
 29-30…1 Year Anniversary Celebration @ Lucky Charm Quilts, Chapman, p. 15
 29-July 1…Anniversary Sale @ Needle in a Haystack p. 11

July
 3…International Plastic Bag Free Day Special @ Sew What Quilt Shop, Marion, 
  p. 15
 12…Kelly Kline @ A-1 Singer Sewing Center, Wichita, p. 21
 13-14…Eudora Quilt Show @ United Methodist Church, Eudora, p. 9
 13-14…Handi Quilter Educator Event @ A-1 Singer Sewing Center, Wichita, p. 21
 14-21…Fabric Sale @ Old Town Business, Conway Springs, p. 14
 18…10th Anniversary Specials @ Hidden Treasures Quilt Shop, Mankato, p. 17
 19-21 & 26-28…Heartland Shop Hop Road Trip, Various, p. 13
 20-22…42nd Annual Meriden Threshing Show
 28…Christmas in July @ Prairie Point Quilt & Fabric Shop, Shawnee, p.  9

September
 1-2…Fall Junk-n-tique Extravaganza, Nebraska, p. 
 22-23…40th Annual Fall Festival and Swap Meet, Meriden
 28-30…Fall Retreat @ Happy Crafters Craft Mall, Osawatomie, p. 10

October
 4-7…20th Anniversary Party for The Central Kansas Shop Hop, Various, p. 13

Row by Row 2018 kicks 
off in June

Quilters, get ready for Row by Row season! It’s that 
time of year when brick and mortar quilt shops say thank 
you to their traveling customers. Stop into any participat-
ing shop across the US, Canada and Europe while traveling 
on summer vacation and receive a free themed row pattern. 
“Sew Musical” is the new theme for 2018 but that’s not the 
only thing new this year. Four other terrific changes are sure 
to jazz up your Row by Row experience this summer.

First, are the new shape options shops can use to design row patterns. A big square, 
a chunky panel, and a long, skinny strip join the classic row for enhanced variety. It will 
be exciting to see how quilt makers put the new shapes together.  Second, is the ex-
tended pattern collection period. This year, folks will be able to collect row patterns and 
purchase kits after Labor Day. The patterns won’t be free like they are June 21 through 
September 4 but you can still get them. Fall travelers will love this change. 

Third, is a big beautiful new Row by Row website to inspire and inform. It has a 
built-in Google map to locate participating shops and see their rows. Use it as your go-
to travel companion on any mobile device. Fourth, is the addition of “CharmStamps” 
to the lineup of popular collectible “FabricPlates” designed by ZebraPatterns.com. 
“CharmStamps” are sweet 5” fabric squares personalized for shops. Look for them 
everywhere and have fun using them in sewing projects.  

Our special programs, Row by Row Junior for kids age 6-14 and The 9th Row where 
we give back to the community, continue this summer too. Ask about them when you 
visit shops. They are a great way to enrich your summertime fun and include the whole 
family. Early reports indicate Row by Row “Sew Musical” will be a chart topper at quilt 
shops this summer. We hope you tune in and travel along with us. For more information, 
visit www.rowbyrowexperience.com.     

Editor’s Note – Look for participating shops throughout this Country Register issue. 
You will find the Row by Row logo on their ad and a full list in the ad on this page..
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Salvage Style . . . 
By Marla Wilson

Planters
There are beautiful planters of all kinds in the stores and garden centers this 

time of year.  However, I am a “junker” and prefer to plant in all kinds of contain-
ers saved from the trash pile.  The whole idea of salvage style is to take an item that 

is no longer usable as it was 
originally intended and give it 
another purpose.  

I have planted flowers in 
containers of all kinds.  The 
item just has to hold soil and 
have some kind of drainage 
holes to qualify for a planter. 
BONUS-many times holes are 
the very reason it was discard-
ed in the first place. 

Old kitchen pans, tea 
kettles, rusty buckets and tubs 
are common.  Look for more 

unusual options. I have used an old doll buggy, suitcase and bicycle basket with 
wonderful results. This spring, I used a mail box turned on end, a metal drawer, 
the lower part of a vintage 
stove, and my favorite, an 
old rusty tool box.  I took 
this picture before the plants 
had grown, so you could get 
a good look at the contain-
ers, but in a couple of weeks 
they will be beautiful.  If 
you are not a fan of the rusty 
look, clean it up and paint it.  
The options are endless and 
it is so much FUN!!!

Marla Wilson is the owner of The Rusty Wheel, a gift boutique 
in Scandia, KS. The shop features her floral designs and repur-
posed “junk,” as well as kitchen and baby gifts, home decor and 
fashion accessories. Follow The Rusty Wheel on Facebook, or 
www.therustywheel.vpweb.com or contact her at stumpy1954@
hotmail.com
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45345 3348 Light Yellow Green
45344 3347 Medium Yellow Green
45043 211 Light Lavender
45042 210 Medium Lavender
45041 209 Dark Lavender
45040 208 Vy Dk Lavender

Use your choice of cross stitch fabric for this design. Feel
free to change up the colors suggested to suit your own
taste. The only backstitching on this chart is the apostrophe
after “livin’.” If you want to see more Sue Hillis Designs,
please visit the website at www.suehillisdesigns.net.

SueHillisDesigns, Inc.
8205VineStreet
CincinnatiOH

45216
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